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Medgeneracijsko sobivanje mladih in starih:

medkulturna primerjava

V ¢lanku raziskujemo, kaj vpliva na podalj$ano sobivanje
mladih v skupnem gospodinjstvu s star$i. Zanima nas, ali
mladi menijo, da bi jim drzava z regulativnimi ukrepi mo-
rala pri osamosvojitvi pomagati. Izhajamo iz hipoteze, da
bivanje mladih in starih v razsirjeni druzini ni pokazatelj
dobrega medgeneracijskega sozitja in solidarnosti, ampak
prej izraza SirSe druzbene in kulturne procese, ki uravna-
vajo zivljenje vse druzbe in posameznikov. Raziskava je
potekala v treh razli¢nih kulturnih okoljih - v Sloveniji,
Srbiji in na Japonskem. Pokazala je, da si mladi, ki bivajo v
skupnem gospodinjstvu s starsi, ¢eprav se z njimi relativno
dobro razumejo, Zelijo »na svoje«. Pri tem pri¢akujejo
vedjo pomoc¢ drzave, ki bi z regulativnimi ukrepi in pra-
vi¢no porazdeljeno socialno pomo¢jo med »mlado« in
»staro« generacijo vodila socialno bolj pravi¢no in mla-
dim druZzinam prijaznejso stanovanjsko politiko. S tem bi
se zmanj$al pritisk na druZino in moZnosti za napetosti v
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njej ter tudi za napetosti med drzavo in druZino. Najve&jo
stopnjo strinjanja izrazajo Japonci, najnizjo pa Srbi. Med
finan¢nimi viri za nakup stanovanja slovenski udelezenci
izraZajo najve¢jo stopnjo strinjanja glede financiranja s
kreditom, medtem ko srbski in japonski udelezenci ra-
¢unajo tudi na svoja finan¢na sredstva, kar pojasnjujemo
kot znadilen druzbeni pojav medgeneracijskega prenosa
lastninske pravice oziroma visoko izkazano pri¢akovanje
za finanéno pomo¢ s strani sorodnikov. Ugotavljamo tudi,
da bistvena medkulturna razlika glede na mese¢no pora-
bo sredstev za reSevanje stanovanjskega problema lahko
kaze razli¢na pri¢akovanja in moznosti vstopa udelezen-
cev v lastniski nepremi¢ninski fond oziroma samostojno
gospodinjstvo.

Klju¢ne besede: mladi, stanovanja, sobivanje, pri¢ako-
vanja, Slovenija, Srbija, Japonska



Medgeneracijsko sobivanje mladih in starih: medkulturna primerjava

1 Uvod

Gospodarske, druzbene, kulturne, politi¢ne in demografske
spremembe pomembno vplivajo na tradicionalno druZino,
druzbene strukturne in medgeneracijske odnose (Ramovs,
2013). Navedeno se kaze v vse aktualnejSem problemu skup-
nega gospodinjstva oziroma podalj$anega sobivanja mladih,
mladih druzin in star$ev. Problem je vse pogosteje tematizi-
ran na politiéni in tudi na raziskovalni ravni. Kdaj bo prislo
do odhoda od doma ter v kaksno stanovanje in Zzivljenjsko
ureditev bo to peljalo, je odvisno od Stevilnih osebnih in druz-
benih okolis¢in. Kot navaja Srna Mandi¢ (2007), so ti dejavniki
po eni strani individualni in segajo na mikroraven, na kateri
so pomembni posameznikove Zelje, izbire in viri; po drugi
strani pa so dejavniki strukturni ter na makroravni doloc¢ajo
Stevilne priloznosti in ovire, s katerimi se posamezniki soo¢ajo
pri svojih izbirah v okolju. Strukturni dejavniki so povezani
z znalilnostmi okolja in pojasnjujejo, zakaj posamezniki v isti
druzbi sledijo podobnim vzorcem odhoda od doma in zakaj se
ti vzorci med drzavami razlikujejo. Ti dejavniki so razmeroma
dobro raziskani (Mandi¢, 2009; Kuhar, 2012; Emmons in No-
eth, 2014, in Bratina Jurkovi¢, 2014). Hkrati pa je odras¢anje,
ki je bilo v preteklosti pretezno standardizirano in predvidljivo,
v sodobnih razmerah postalo individualni projekt, za katerega
je odgovoren vsak sam, kar pa ne pomeni, da pri vzpostavljan-
ju razmer za uspesno uresnilitev prehoda mladih v odraslost
ni pomembna vloga drzave in §ire druzbe (Lavri¢, 2011). V
raziskavi nas zanima, ali mladi menijo, da bi jim drzava z re-
gulativnimi ukrepi morala pri osamosvojitvi pomagati. Razis-
kujemo razloge za bivanje mladih v skupnem gospodinjstvu s
starsi ter v tem okviru analiziramo njihovo Zeljo, namen, na¢in
in pri¢akovanja po odselitvi » na svoje«. Izhajamo iz hipoteze,
da bivanje mladih in starih v razsirjeni druzini ni pokazatelj
dobrega medgeneracijskega soZitja in solidarnosti, ampak prej
izraza $irSe druzbene in kulturne procese, ki uravnavajo zivl-
jenje vse druzbe in posameznikov. Alan Walker (2006) celo
trdi, da oblikovalci politik ne razumejo temeljnega pomena
medgeneracijske solidarnosti, temve¢ ga dojemajo le kot fi-
nanéno-rabni odnos. Meni, da razmisljanja in usmeritve, da
so druzbene investicije in izobrazevanje predvsem za mlade,
izhajajo iz stare paradigme druzbe treh generacij. To pa lahko
povzro¢a nevarnost medgeneracijskih napetosti, saj s tem raz-
deljevalci javnih financ socialne drzave privilegirajo dolocene
druzbene skupine. Tako mlada kot stara generacija imata svoje
potrebe, ki pajih bo, $e posebej v ¢asu upocasnjene gospodarske
rasti vse tezje zadovoljiti iz virov socialne drzave. Kot povzema
Ksenija Ramovs (2013), lahko to vodi v napetosti med njima.
V okviru tega nas zanima, kako zadovoljni so mladi s svojimi
trenutnimi bivalnimi razmerami v skupnem gospodinjstvu.
Vincent R. Waldron idr. (2005) piSejo o trendu socializacije
starejSe populacije v novih okoljih, vendar hkrati opozarjajo na
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njeno izrazito navezanost na domace okolje. Druzinsko okolje
se povezuje s skupno zgodovino, bliznjimi medgeneracijskimi
odnosi in druzinsko tradicijo, izraZa sobivanje in skrb za sta-
rejSe sorodnike kot naravno nadaljevanje tradicije in recipro¢-
no medgeneracijsko podporo v vsakdanjem Zivljenju (Jolanki,
2015). Zanima nas, ali ta navezanost pogojuje tudi medsebojno
bivalno soodvisnost.

Kot sklepata Miran Lavri¢ in Rudi Klanjsek (2013), je pred-
vsem v drzavah z liberalno ureditvijo prehodov mladih v last-
no gospodinjstvo in s tem povezanim zgodnjim odhodom od
doma tveganje revi¢ine za mlade, ki ne Zivijo pri starsih, bistve-
no vedje v primerjavi s tistimi, ki ostajajo doma. V drzavah s
subprotektivno (mediteransko) ureditvijo teh razlik skoraj ni.
Stevilni raziskovalci (Aassve idr., 2006) ugotavljajo, da je to
mogoce pojasniti samo s kulturnimi dejavniki. Nasa raziskava
je potekala v treh razli¢nih kulturnih okoljih - v Sloveniji, St-
biji in na Japonskem. Merili za izbor sta bili razli¢na gospodar-
ska razvitost drzav in njihova razli¢na strateska lega (Slovenija
kot del EU, Srbija kot del nekdanje Socialisti¢ne federativne
republike Jugoslavije in Japonska kot tehnolosko visoko razvi-
ta azijska drzava). V raziskavi je sodelovalo 1.006 slovenskih

udelezencev, 385 srbskih in 264 japonskih.

2 Strukturniin individualni dejavniki
sobivanja

K raziskavi so nas spodbudili rezultati Stevilnih $tudij, ki med
drugim kaZejo, da skoraj polovica mladih Evropejcev, starih
od 15 do 30 let, Zivi pri star$ih (Eurostat, 2012). 26 % jih
navaja, da se ne odselijo, ker nimajo na voljo dovolj cenovno
ugodnih stanovanjskih moznosti, 11 %, da Zivijo v gospodinj-
stvu starSev zaradi stanovanjskih ugodnosti, ne da bi jim bilo
treba zanje prevzeti odgovornost, in 10 %, da Zivijo doma, ker
se bodo ¢ez ¢as poro¢ili oziroma odselili s partnerjem. Le 3 %
mladih, starih do 30 let, zivi doma zato, ker finané¢no skrbi za
starse. Slovenija po Stevilu mladih (25-34 let), ki Zivijo pri
starsih, spada v sam vrh evropskih drzav. Po podatkih Euros-
tata (2012) v njej kar 43,5 % mladih v tej starostni skupini $e
vedno zivi doma. Po raziskavi European Union Labour Force
Survey (2013), ki ponuja primerjave za drzave ¢lanice Evrop-
ske unije, je Slovenija glede dolZine skupnega bivanja star$ev
in otrok na drugem mestu v Evropi, takoj za Slovasko (celo
pred Italijo). Raziskave sicer kaZzejo, da mladi v Evropi danes
pozneje dosegajo mejnike odras¢anja, kot so stabilna sluzba,
finan¢na stabilnost, stanovanjska neodvisnost in stabilno par-
tnerstvo (Ule in Kuhar, 2003). Odlasanje z odselitvijo od
izvorne druzine je znadilno za vso Evropo (Biggart idr., 2004;
Holdsworth in Morgan, 2006, ter Pompe in Temeljotov Salaj,
2014). Mirjana Ule in Metka Kuhar (2003) v raziskavi prav
tako ugotavljata, da anketiranci med najpogostejsimi razlogi
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za podalj$ano bivanje pri starsih navajajo nereSen stanovanjski
problem. M. Kuhar (2013) kot klju¢ne razloge za podaljse-
vanje medgeneracijskega sobivanja v Sloveniji navaja majhno
Stevilo finanéno dostopnih stanovanj, slabo razvit trg dela ter
prakso, ki je dolo¢ena s kulturo in povezana s $ir$imi dejavniki
strukturne oziroma institucionalne narave, zlasti z dostopnost-
jo drzavnih podpor v razmerju do druzinskih. Hkrati je pove-
¢ano obilje zadnjih desetletij povzrocilo, da prvi¢ v zgodovini
velik del evropske populacije prenasa svoje sorazmerno veliko
premozenje na generacijo otrok (Brandt idr.,, 2008). Vse na-
vedeno vpliva na aktualen pojav podalj$anja sobivanja mladih
druzin in starSev. Ve¢ina avtorjev pa meni, da je treba gledati na
druzino s komplementarnega vidika, kar pomeni, da ¢e drzava
omogo¢i druzinam funkcionalno pomo, jo s tem razbreme-
ni (Ramovs, 2013). Kot navaja Walter Korpi (2000), se s tem
zmanjsa pritisk na druZino in tudi moZnost za napetosti v njej,
kot tudi za napetosti med drzavo in druzino.

Prehod iz stanovanja starev v samostojno stanovanje lahko
raziskujemo v razli¢nih okvirih, nas pa problem zanima pred-
vsem kot vprasanje stanovanjske kariere. Gre torej za vprasanje,
v kateri tip stanovanjske oskrbe spada prvo samostojno stano-
vanje. V nekaterih drzavah ima pomembno vlogo najemniski
tip stanovanj, na primer na Nizozemskem in v Nemciji (Mul-
der, 2006), v drzavah Juzne Evrope pa je na poti do samostoj-
nega stanovanja najpomembnejsa gradnja v lastni reZiji, po-
gosto s pomo¢jo sorodnikov (Allen idr., 2004). Kot navaja
S. Mandi¢ (2007), slednje velja tudi za Slovenijo. Christian
Mulder (2006) kot glavno oviro za dostopnost stanovanj za
mlade krivi visok odstotek lastniskih stanovanj, slabo kreditno
politiko in visoke cene stanovanj. V tranzicijskih drzavah lahko
razumemo podalj$anje bivanja pri starsih celo kot »kolateralno
Skodo« stanovanjske reforme, ki je zelo radikalno zmanjsala
javni najemni sektor stanovanj, pri¢akovanja od zasebnega pa
se s tega zornega kota ne kazejo kot dovolj realisti¢na (Mandig,
2007, ter Mandi¢ in Filipovi¢ Hrast, 2015). Starsi naj bi bili
tisti, ki se trudijo zapolniti posledice razgradnje predhodne
univerzalne drzave blaginje (Kovacheva, 2006). Hkrati pa, kot
ugotavljata M. Ule in M. Kuhar (2003), mladi v povpre¢ju
uzivajo doma pri star$sih dobr$no mero avtonomije, tako da
lahko podalj$ano bivanje z njimi vsaj do dolo¢ene mere razu-
memo kot izbran Zivljenjski slog, povezan z udobnostjo v slogu
»hotela mama«. Ko sledimo hipotezi, da bivanje mladih in
starih v razsirjeni druZini ni pokazatelj dobrega medgeneracij-
skega sozitja in solidarnosti, nas zanimajo njihovi individualni
razlogi za sobivanje in dejavniki, ki vplivajo na to. Zanima nas,
kako mladi gledajo na sobivanje in kaksna so njihova pricako-
vanja glede re$evanja stanovanjskega problema. Kot navajajo
Ronald Goetegeluk idr. (1992), se gospodinjstvo odlo¢i za
drugo stanovanje, ¢e mu to prinese ve¢ koristi kot bremen v
primerjavi s prej$njim stanovanjem. V tem kontekstu je po-
membna tudi povezava med zaposlitvijo in stanovanjem ter
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s tem stanovanjska mobilnost. Kot navaja S. Mandi¢ (2009),
ima stanovanjska mobilnost na splosno pozitivno konotacijo,
saj naj bi vi§ja mobilnost izrazala dejstvo, da se ve¢ gospodinj-
stev prescljujc v stanovanja, ki so primernejsa zanje. V razvitem
gospodarstvu se $tevilna gospodinjstva celo odlo¢ajo, da is¢ejo
hkrati stanovanjske in zaposlitvene priloznosti, in izberejo tis-
to, kar daje najboljso skupno kombinacijo (van Ommerren idr.,
2000, in Yau, 2015). Statisti¢ni podatki za Slovenijo kaZejo
zelo nizko stanovanjsko mobilnost, kar povezujemo z omejeno
dostopnostjo stanovanjskih virov, zlasti najemniskih stanovan;.
Pri tem so pomembni dejavniki e izrazita prevlada lastniskih
stanovanj, mo¢no razvita samooskrbna praksa, razpriena last-
ni$tva zemljiS¢ in v preteklosti zelo liberalen urbanisti¢ni red.

Za Japonsko Ge Jian in Hokao Kazunori (2004) ugotavljata
vpliv regionalnih lastnosti in osebnih stanovanjskih preferenc
na vrednotenje stanovanjskih okolij v lokalnih mestih. Avtorja
sta raziskovala dejavnike, ki vplivajo na Zivljenjski slog v japon-
skih mestih z vidika zadovoljstva uporabnikov nepremi¢nin,
njihovih preferenc in moznosti izbire pri nakupu nepremi¢-
nin (Jian in Kazunori, 2006). Glede na preference pri iskanju
kraja bivanja sta dolo¢ila tri glavne tipe udelezencev, in sicer
tiste, ki pri iskanju stanovanja dajejo ve¢jo prednost urbanemu
kot naravnemu okolju, uZivajo v sluzbenem okolju (delu) in
so na prvem mestu pripravljeni vlagati v standard neposredne
okolice stanovanja, sledijo udelezenci, ki dajejo prednost neur-
banemu okolju, imajo raje vsakdanje Zivljenje kot sluzbo in so
najprej pripravljeni vlagati v stanovanje, tretji tip udelezencev
zdruzuje lastnosti obeh prej$njih, pri izbiri kraja bivanja pa daje
prednost druzbenim dejavnostim in medosebnim odnosom.
Za Japonsko je znatilno, da se je od leta 1970 naprej delez
nikoli poroéenih ljudi izjiemno poveéeval (v starosti 30-34 let
2 11,6 na 42,9 % za moske in s 7,2 na 26,6 % za zenske). V tem
obdobju se je bistveno povecala tudi starost pri prvi poroki,
in sicer s 27,5 na 30,8 leta za moske in s 24,7 na 28,6 leta za
zenske (National Institute of Population and Social Securi-
ty Rescarch, 2008). Podobni trendi so opazni tudi v Evropi,
vendar pa ti niso tako izraziti. Raziskovalci poznejSo poroko
in ve¢ji delez neporocenih v evropskih dezelah povezujejo
z razli¢nimi (spremenjenimi) Zivljenjskim razmerami (Golds-
cheider, 1997, ter Bianchi in Casper, 2000). Kar pa, kot ugo-
tavlja Setsuya Fukuda (2007), ni znatilno za Japonsko. Stevilni
znanstveniki raziskujejo razloge, zaradi katerih mladi Japonci
ostajajo dalj ¢asa doma (Takahashi in Voss, 2000; Takada,
2004; Fukuda, 2007, in Suzuki 2007), in kaksne demografske
posledice prinasa to (Raymo, 2003; Raymo in Ono, 2004, in
Suzuki, 2007). Ugotovili so, da je za Japonsko znatilno, da
se Zenske poro¢ajo pri nizji starosti kot moski, zdi pa se, da
je to edina drzava, v kateri moski prej zapuscajo dom starsev.
Kot vzrok za to navajajo Solanje in zaposlitev, kot glavna ovi-
ra za to, da gredo mladi na svoje, pa se poudarjajo finance.
Vzpostavitev novega gospodinjstva je na Japonskem zelo draga.
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Misa Izahura (2014) ugotavlja, da je vzrok za poznejsi odhod
od doma povezan predvsem z gospodarsko recesijo in SirSo
neoliberalisti¢no globalizacijo. Zenske, ki so se prej porocale
pri 20., se zdaj pri 30., kar so tudi leta, pri katerih se odlo¢ajo za
nakup stanovanja. LastniStvo jim pomeni predvsem uporabno
vrednost in zagotovitev varnosti v zrelih letih.

Kot navajata Smiljka Tomanovi¢ in Suzana Ignjatovi¢ (2006),
je za Srbijo znadilno, da mladi povezujejo prehod v svoje gos-
podinjstvo z ustvarjanjem druZine in ne toliko z neodvisnim
zivljenjskim slogom. Ugotavljajta, da skoraj petina mladih an-
ketirancev navaja, da je poroka (nose¢nost) glavni pogoj za
zaletek skupnega Zivljenja s partnerjem in s tem za odhod v
svoje gospodinjstvo. Drugi predpogoji za osamosvojitev od
starSev so $e dober dohodek, delovno mesto in dosegljivost
lastnega stanovanja. Pri mladih v Srbiji ne obstaja neskladje
med normativno in prakti¢no ravnjo pri prehodu v odraslost.
Tvorba druzine se $teje kot neke vrste » strategija« pri prehodu
v odraslost. Po navedbah avtoric mladi v Srbiji svojega odhoda
od doma ne vidijo kot konec Zivljenjskega sloga, odvisnega od
starSev, temve¢ kot predpogoj za prehod v odraslost. Ta vzorec
je v nasprotju z evropskim trendom, pri katerem neodvisnost
od star$ev oziroma odselitev na svoje ne pomeni nujno tudi
zaletka ustvarjanja lastne druzine (Heath, 1999).

Joachim Vogel (2002) je empiriéno ugotovil, da se druzbe z raz-
kateri mladi odhajajo iz bivalis¢a star$ev. Ugotovil je tudi, da
v druzbah, za katere je znatilno $ibko delovanje trga dela (te-
zek vstop mladih na trg dela) in $ibki ukrepi drzave blaginje
pri blazenju tveganj (nizki izdatki za socialno varnost), mladi
zapus¢ajo dom star$ev najpozneje. Nada Stropnik in Milivoja
Sircelj (2008) ugotavljata, da sta stanovanjska in zaposlitvena
kariera mladih povezani. Mladi tako ostajajo pri starsih, do-
kler jim zaposlitvena kariera ne omogoc¢i finanéne neodvisnos-
ti, da lahko najamejo stanovanjski kredit in si tako uresnicijo
prevladujoci lastniski status. Kako skupne druZinske finance
vplivajo na to in kdaj mlade druzine zapustijo gospodinjstvo
star$ev, je tezko napovedati (Hartley, 1993). Stevilne drzave
se srecujejo z demografskimi spremembami, kot sta hitro se
starajoce se prebivalstvo in padanje rodnosti. N. Stropnik in
M. Sircelj (2008) poudarjata, da med drugim tudi odselitev iz
gospodinjstva star$ev pomembno vpliva na rodnost. Kot navaja
Miran Lavri¢ (2011), ima v Sloveniji pri 29. letih vsaj enega
otroka 50 % mladih, ki Zivijo v samostojnem gospodinjstvu, od
mladih, ki pri teh letih Zivijo pri starsih, pa le dobrih 15 %. Zdi
se, da drzava, namesto da bi mladim ponudila neprofitna sta-
novanja, sili te v lastniStvo, ki pa si ga ne morejo privostiti. To
jim prav tako preprecuje, da bi se osamosvojili in imeli otroke.
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3 Metoda in udelezenci

Uporabili smo metodo, ki temelji na vprasalniku (Walonic,
2007), ki smo ga sestavili v sklopu SirSe raziskave. Potekala je
v razli¢nih kulturnih okoljih in njen temeljni cil; je bil dolo¢iti
dejavnike, ki so za potencialne pridobitelje nepremi¢ninskih
pravic odlo¢ilni pri odlo¢anju o nakupu nepremi¢nine (Grum,
2014, ter Grum in Kobal Grum, 2015). Od treh glavnih tipov
vprasanj (Keats, 2000) - odprta vprasanja (udelezencu dopus-
&ajo popolno svobodo pri odgovoru), vprasanja z ve¢jo izbiro
odgovorov (udelezencc izbere najprimernejsi odgovor) in vpra-
$anja z odgovori po vrsti (Likertova lestvica) - sta bila uporabl-
jana zadnja dva. UdeleZzenci so izrazali staliS¢a s pomo¢jo Liker-
tove petstopenjske lestvice od 1 (popolnoma nepomembno)
do 5 (zelo pomembno). Podatki so bili obdelani s statisti¢nim
programom SPSS. Statisti¢na analiza zajema faktorsko analizo
vpradalnika, analizo zanesljivosti vprasalnika (Cronbachov-al-
fa), opisno statistiko in analize variance (Grum in Temeljotov
Salaj, 2010b). Sklop vprasalnika, ki meri demografske znacil-
nosti, zajema 34 spremenljivk. Ekstrahirali smo osem dejav-
nikov, ki pojasnijo ve¢ kot 60 % variance (Grum in Temeljo-
tov Salaj, 2010a). Kaiser-Meyer-Olkinova mera adekvatnosti
vzoréenja je 0,759, kar pomeni, da so merjene spremenljivke
dobro psihometri¢no povezane (Fulgosi, 1984). Tudi Bartlet-
tov test (BT = 2178,119), ki je statisti¢no znadilen, kaze, da je
ckstrahirane dejavnike mogoce interpretirati (Fulgosi, 1984).

V raziskavije sodelovalo 1.006 slovenskih udelezencev, 385 stb-
skih in 264 japonskih. Stari so bili od 20 do 40 let, razdel-
jeni po spolu, izobrazbi, druzbenem in finan¢nem polozaju,
zakonskem oziroma druzinskem polozaju, bivalnem okolju in
kulturni pripadnosti. Zbiranje podatkov je v prvi fazi potekalo
prek spleta. V nasprotju s slovenskimi udelezenci se je pri ja-
ponskih in srbskih udelezencih pokazalo veliko nezaupanje do
sodelovanja pri spletnih anketah. Zaradi tega smo pri zbiranju
podatkov v drugi fazi uporabili metodo snezne kepe (Lobe,
2006). Pri uporabi te vrste vzorcenja se za izgradnjo vzorca
proucevane skupine uporabljajo osebna poznanstva. Izbere se
manjsi vzorec oseb, ki odgovarjajo na vprasalnik, hkrati pa k
izpolnjevanju povabijo svoje znance (Klinc idr., 2010). Vsak
naslednji anketiranec naj bi zagotovil nekaj novih anketiran-
cev. Prednost tega vzorcenja je predvsem hitro popolnjevanje
vzorca, ki pa je odvisen samo od zaéetne izbire populacije. To
je hkrati tudi slabost, saj po zacetni izbiri vzorca nad njim ni-
mamo ve¢ nadzora. Dodatna slabost je tudi odvisnost od posa-
meznikovega mrezenja v horizontalni in predvsem v vertikalni
smeri. Pri pridobivanju japonskih udelezencev je tezave po-
vzrocalo tudi dejstvo, da na Japonskem distribucija vprasalnika
na javnih mestih ni dovoljena (brez odobritve posebne eti¢ne
komisije). Posledica tega je razli¢no velik vzorec pri razli¢nih
kulturah. Zbiranje podatkov je trajalo od novembra 2013 do
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Preglednica 1: Struktura udelezencev glede na demografske znacilnosti

B. GRUM, A. TEMELJOTOV SALAJ

pripadnost kulturi Slovenci Srbi Japonci

Slovenija, Japonska, Srbija Stevilo odstotek Stevilo odstotek Stevilo odstotek
spol

Zenske 623 61,93 276 71,88 90 34,09
moski 383 38,07 108 28,13 174 65,91
skupaj 1.006 100,00 384 100,00 264 100,00
starost

od 20 do 29 let 490 48,71 222 57,81 114 43,18
od 30 do 40 let 516 51,29 162 42,19 150 56,82
skupaj 1.006 100,00 384 100,00 264 100,00
druzinski polozaj

samski 264 26,53 178 46,35 168 65,12
Vv zvezi oziroma porocen 731 73,47 206 53,65 90 34,88
skupaj 995 100,00 384 100,00 258 100,00
lokacija trenutnega bivalis¢a

v sredi$¢u mesta 316 31,76 208 54,17 114 44,19
na obrobju mesta 321 32,26 144 37,50 132 51,16
v strnjenem podezelskem naselju 234 23,52 18 4,69 6 2,33

v razprienem podezelskem naselju 116 11,66 0 0,00 0 0,00
drugje 8 0,80 14 3,65 6 2,33
skupaj 995 100,00 384 100,00 258 100,00
trenutno Zivite v:

lastnem ali solastniskem stanovanju 531 53,64 258 67,19 72 2791
trznem najemniskem stanovanju 99 10,00 82 21,35 96 37,21
neprofitnem najemniskem stanovanju 27 2,73 0 0,00 24 9,30
pri starsih 269 27,17 24 6,25 54 20,93
drugo 64 6,46 20 5.21 12 4,65
skupaj 990 100,00 384 100,00 258 100,00
mesecna poraba dohodka za bivalisce:

nic 450 45,73 278 72,40 60 23,26
manj kot 30 % dohodka 216 21,95 38 9,90 150 58,14
okoli 30 % dohodka 149 15,14 34 8,85 24 9,30
ve¢ kot 30 % dohodka 129 13,11 32 833 24 9,30
skoraj ves dohodek 40 4,07 2 0,52 0 0,00
skupaj 984 100,00 384 100,00 258 100,00
zadovoljstvo z bivalnimi pogoji

zelo nezadovoljen 76 7,74 55 14,32 30 11,63
nezadovoljen 105 10,69 38 9,90 24 9,30
srednje zadovoljen 220 22,40 46 11,98 48 18,60
zadovoljen 281 28,62 76 19,79 90 34,88
zelo zadovoljen 300 30,55 92 23,96 66 25,58
skupaj 982 100,00 384 100,00 258 100,00

maja 2014. Struktura udelezencev glede na njihove demo-
grafske znatilnosti je prikazana v preglednici 1.

Iz preglednice je razvidno, da je v nasprotju s Slovenijo in St-

bijo med Japonci najve¢ udelezencev moskega spola (65,91 %).
Za japonsko kulturno okolje razli¢ni avtorji ugotavljajo (For-
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rest idr., 2003, in Hirayama, 2008), da ni presenetljivo, da
obstajajo razlike med spoloma v stopnji lastnistva stanovanj,
saj Sele zadnji dogodki, povezani z gospodarsko krizo na Ja-
ponskem (padec vrednosti premoZenja, niZje obrestne mere,
deregulacije posojil, spremenjena pravila v povezavi s poznej-
So poroko), omogocajo lastniStvo tudi samskim Zenskam.
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Glede starostne strukture pri Srbih prevladujejo mlajsi
udelezenci (57,81 %), medtem ko je struktura pri Slovencih
in Japoncih podobna. Pri Japoncih je najve¢ udelezencev sam-
skih (65,12 %), kar pojasnjujemo z ugotovitvami nekaterih
raziskav (Deutsch, idr., 2005), da je povpre¢na starost Japonca,
ko vstopa v svoje gospodinjstvo, blizu 40 let, kar je visoko v
primerjavi z Ameriko (29 let) ali Avstrijo (31 let). Raziskave
tudi kazejo (Deutsch, idr., 2005), da je tako stanje posledica
banéne politike - ki dolo¢a maksimalno obremenitev lastnega
dohodka do 25 % in minimalno lastno udelezbo pri nakupu
nepremi¢nine do viSine 20 % vrednosti nepremi¢nine - in vi-
sokih cen nepremi¢nin, saj mora japonski kupec za stanovanje
placati povpre¢no 8,5 celoletnega dohodka.

Glede na lastniStvo stanovanja opazamo med udelezen-
ci pomembne razlike. Najve¢ lastnikov stanovanj je med
Stbi (67,19 %), med Slovenci je teh 53,64 %, med Japon-
ci pa 27,91 %. Navedeno pojasnjujemo z lastnisko strukturo
stanovanjskega fonda v izbranih drzavah, ki kaze, da je Srbija
leta 2010 imela dobrih 90 % lastniskih stanovanj, Slovenija
dobrih 80 % in Japonska dobrih 64 %. Bistvena razlika se po-
javlja v odstotku udelezencev, ki bivajo pri starsih. Kar 27,17 %
slovenskih udelezencev (starih od 20 do 40 let) Zivi v skupnem
gospodinjstvu s starsi, nekoliko niZji je odstotek japonskih ude-
lezencev (20,93 %), medtem ko z izjemno nizkim odstotkom
izstopajo srbski udelezenci (6,25 %). Podatki tudi sicer kazejo,
da je Slovenija po $tevilu mladih (25-34 let), ki Zivijo pri star-
$ih, na vrhu lestvice. Po podatkih Eurostata (2012) v Sloveniji
kar 43,5 % mladih v tej starostni skupini $e vedno zivi doma,
tako ta spada v sam vrh evropskih drzav glede podaljSanega
sobivanja starfev in mladih. Iz preglednice 1 je razvidno, da
je ve¢ina udelezencev navedla, da za resevanje stanovanjskega
problema porabi manj kot 30 % dohodka, zelo visok odstotek
Slovencev (45,73 %) in 3¢ vedji Stbov (72,40 %) pa, da za to
ne porabi ni¢. Iz navedenega lahko razberemo, da Slovenci in
Srbi v kratkem ne nameravajo kupiti novega stanovanja (ne
var¢ujejo), vzroke za to pa lahko pripiSemo tudi trenutni gos-
podarski krizi in finan¢ni (ne)mo¢i udelezencev.

Da se pritakovanja kupcev spreminjajo s spremembo gospo-
darskega stanja na trgu nepremic¢nin, sta ugotovila tudi Jo-
seph T. Y. Wong in Eddie C. M. Hiu (2006), ki navajata, da
so teznje kupcev bolj optimisti¢ne, kadar cene na nepremicnin-
skem trgu rastejo, in bolj pesimisti¢ne, kadar te padajo. Dokler
udelezenci pri¢akujejo rast cen na nepremi¢ninskem trgu, nji-
hovo vedenje ustvarja viSje zahteve (Wong in Hiu, 2006, Sang-
arun, 2013, ter Hoxha, idr., 2014). Glede zadovoljstva najvisje
zadovoljstvo izrazajo Slovenci, najnizje pa Srbi, med katerimi
je zelo nezadovoljnih s svojim trenutnim stanovanjskim po-
lozajem kar 14,32 %. William Rohe idr. (2001) so v Studiji
ameriskih kupcev nepremi¢nin ugotovili, da je pri lastnikih
stanovanj obcutek samozadovoljstva visji kot pri udelezencih,
ki bivajo v najemniskih stanovanjih. Tudi Reinout Kleinhans
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in Marja Elsinga (2010) ugotavljata, da ostaja mo¢na povezava
med lastni§tvom doma in ob¢utkom samozadovoljstva.

4 Rezultati in interpretacija

Rezultate smo statisti¢no analizirali z analizo variance. Ta sta-
tistina metoda oziroma statisti¢ni test se v raziskavah pogosto
uporablja, tako kot #-test za neodvisne vzorce, le da lahko pri
njej primerjamo povpredja treh skupin ali ve¢. Kot odvisne
spremenljivke smo izbrali pripadnost kulturi, starost in stano-
vanjski poloZaj, in sicer glede na osnovne demografske zna-
dilnosti udelezencev (izobrazba, spol, druzinski polozaj, kraj
bivanja, zaposlitev, povpre¢na mese¢na poraba sredstev za
reSevanje stanovanjskega problema, zadovoljstvo s trenutni-
mi bivalnimi pogoji, stroski vzdrzevanja) in glede na njihova
pri¢akovanja ob ustvarjanju lastnega gospodinjstva (socialna
varnost, druzbeni polozaj, ob¢utek samostojnosti in samozado-
voljstva, pri¢akovani regulativni ukrepi drzave in pri¢akovani
finan¢ni viri. Statisti¢cno pomembne razlike glede na pripad-
nost kulturi, starost in stanovanjski polozaj (udelezenec Zivi v
svojem stanovanju, v najemniskem stanovanju, pri star$ih ali
drugje) so prikazane v preglednici 2.

Statistiéno pomembne razlike na ravni p < 0,05 se kazejo pri
spolu in vprasanju glede pri¢akovanja pomo¢i drzave v okviru
njenih regulativnih ukrepov. Statistiéno pomembne razlike na
ravni p < 0,01 se kaZejo glede na izrazeno zadovoljstvo s tre-
nutnimi stanovanjskimi pogoji in glede izrazenega ob¢utka sa-
mostojnosti. Statisticno pomembne razlike na ravni p < 0,001
se kazejo glede na druzinski polozaj, mese¢no porabo za rese-
vanje stanovanjskega problema in pri naértovanih glavnih virih
pri nakupu lastnega stanovanja. Zanimivo pa je, da so korelacije
med dejavniki glede na stanovanjski polozaj udelezencev sibke,
saj nobena od absolutnih vrednosti ni ve¢ja od 0,9.

Najmoc¢nej$a korelacija se izraza med stanovanjskim in dru-
zinskim polozajem (-0,181), pri ¢emer negativna korelacija
nakazuje, da samski udelezenci v ve&ji meri Zivijo v skupnem
gospodinjstvu s starsi kot udelezenci v zvezi. Zanimiva je tudi
negativna korelacija med stanovanjskim polozajem in zadovol;-
stvom s trenutnimi stanovanjskimi pogoji (-0,188), ki kaze,
da so udelezenci, ki Zivijo pri starsih, bolj nezadovoljni kot
udelezenci, ki bivajo v svojem ali najemniskem stanovanju.
Pri¢akovana pozitivna korelacija med stanovanjskim poloza-
jem in ob¢utkom samostojnosti (0,167) kaze, da udelezenci,
ki zivijo v skupnem gospodinjstvu s star$i, izrazajo visja pri-
¢akovanja glede tega, da bi v svojem gospodinjstvu (v svojem
najemniskem ali lastniskem stanovanju) imeli ve¢ji obéutek
$amostojnosti.

Povprecne stopnje strinjanja pri dejavnikih, pri katerih se ka-
Zejo statisti¢cno pomembne razlike glede na pripadnost kulturi,
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Preglednica 2: Statisticno pomembne razlike glede na pripadnost kulturi, starost in stanovanjski polozaj

spremenljivke vsota kvadratov df srednji kvad. F p
izobrazba 1,755 6 0,293 0,788 0,580
spol * 3,431 6 0,572 2,634 0,015
druZinski polozaj *rx 4,731 6 0,789 4,231 0,000
kje Zivite (lokacija) 6,699 6 1,117 1,419 0,204
zaposlitev 4,121 6 0,687 2,017 0,060
mesecna poraba dohodka za stan. *xx 32,351 6 5,392 6,125 0,000
zadovoljstvo s stan. polozajem ** 26,794 6 4,466 3,390 0,003
stroski vzdrzevanja 12,557 6 2,093 1,895 0,078
obcutek varnosti 4,954 6 0,826 0,857 0,526
obcutek socialne varnosti 6,688 6 1,115 0,950 0,458
obcutek boljsega druzbenega polozaja 9,064 6 1,511 1,516 0,169
obcutek samostojnosti w* 17,9 6 2,983 2,856 0,009
obcutek samozadovoljstva 9,56 6 1,593 1,413 0,206
glavni finan¢ni viri pri nakupu nepremicnine *rx 37,971 6 6,329 5,995 0,000
pri¢akovanost pozitivnih regulativnih ukrepov * 13,563 6 2,260 2,248 0,037
Opombe:

* Razlika je statisticno pomembna (p < 0,05).
** Razlika je statisticno pomembna (p < 0,01).
*** Razlika je statisticno pomembna (p < 0,001).

Preglednica 3: Korelacije med spremenljivkami glede na pripadnost kulturi in stanovanjski poloZaj

spol druzinski stanovanjski mese¢na  zadovoljstvo  samostojnost financni viri  regulativni

polozaj polozaj poraba ukrepi
spol 1,000 -0,075 -0,065 0,080 -0,075 -0,180 -0,134 0,069
druZinski polozaj -0,075 1,000 -0,181 0,154 0,012 -0,097 -0,002 0,012
stan. polozaj -0,065 -0,181 1,000 -0,068 -0,188 0,167 0,035 0,007
mesecna poraba 0,080 0,154 -0,068 1,000 -0,152 -0,144 0,046 0,043
zadovoljstvo -0,075 0,012 -0,188 -0,152 1,000 -0,034 -0,046 -0,028
samostojnost 0,180 -0,097 0,167 -0,144 -0,034 1,000 0,050 0,008
financni viri -0,134 -0,002 0,035 0,046 -0,046 0,050 1,000 -0,116
regulativni ukrepi 0,069 0,012 0,007 0,043 -0,028 0,008 -0,116 1,000

starost in stanovanjski polozaj, so prikazane v preglednici 4.
Presenetljivo je, da iz rezultatov izhaja, da je ve¢ina udelezen-
cev, ki zivi v skupnem gospodinjstvu, tako v Stbiji (povpre¢na
stopnja strinjanja je 1,16) kot v Sloveniji (povpre¢na stopnja
strinjanja je 1,24) zenskega spola, medtem ko na Japonskem
prevladuje moski spol (povprecna stopnja strinjanja je 1,43),
kar je v nasprotju s starej$imi ugotovitvami znanstvenikov (Ta-
kahashi in Voss, 2000; Suzuki, 2003; Raymo in Ono, 2004,
Takada 2004, in Fukuda, 2007), po katerih naj bi bilo za to
azijsko drzavo znatilno, da se Zenske porocajo pri niZji staro-
sti kot moski, da pa moski prej zapus¢ajo dom starsev. Kot
vzrok za slednje navajajo Solanje in zaposlitev. Novejse raz-
iskave v japonskem kulturnem okolju pa kazejo (Hirayama,
2008, ter Yuichiro idr,, 2015), da ni presenetljivo, da obsta-
jajo razlike med spoloma v stopnji lastnistva stanovanj, saj so
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Sele dogodki, povezani z gospodarsko krizo na Japonskem,
omogoili lastnistvo tudi samskim Zenskam, kar je, kot nava-
jajo, posledica padca vrednosti premozenja, niZjih obrestnih
mer in deregulacije posojil (spremenjena pravila v povezavi s
poznejso poroko). Za Srbijo in Slovenijo pa razliko v spolu
pojasnjujemo z ugotovitvami Rudija Klanjska (2013), ki na-
vaja, da ¢eprav mladi moski zasluzijo ve¢ kot mlade Zenske
glede na zaposlitveni status, razlike $e vedno padajo, s ¢imer
se Slovenija uvri¢a med drzave, v katerih so pri placah naj-
manje razlike med spoloma. Glede na druzinski polozaj med
udelezenci, ki bivajo pri starsih, je izrazena stopnja strinjanja
med Slovenci in Srbi uravnotezena, medtem ko pri Japoncih
prevladujejo samski udelezenci (povpre¢na stopnja strinjanja
je 1,00). Zanimivo je, da vsi udelezenci navajajo izjemno nizko
mese¢no porabo sredstev za refevanje stanovanjskega proble-
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Preglednica 4: Povprecne stopnje strinjanja pri dejavnikih, pri katerih se kazejo statisticno pomembne razlike glede na pripadnost kulturi,

starost in lastniStvo stanovanja, v katerem udeleZenci trenutno bivajo.

status nepremicnine lastna trzni najem neprofitni najem pri sorodnikih drugo
spremenljivke

spol

Slovenci 1,42 1,59 1,50 1,24 1,30
Srbi 1,24 1,27 1,16 1,50
Japonci 2,00 2,00 2,00 1,43 1,50
druzinski poloZaj

Slovenci 1,48 1,41 1,36 147 141
Srbi 1,43 1,45 1,60 1,50
Japonci 1,00 1,00 1,00 1,00 1,00
mesecna poraba

Slovenci 1,67 3,05 2,07 1,40 2,07
Srbi 2,19 2,14 1,00 1,00
Japonci 1,00 2,25 2,00 1,43 2,00
zadovoljstvo

Slovenci 3,92 3,70 2,86 3,62 3,07
Srbi 4,03 3,00 4,00 4,50
Japonci 3,67 4,00 2,00 4,00 2,50
obcutek samostojnosti

Slovenci 3,14 3,77 3,21 4,22 4,32
Srbi 433 4,50 4,60 4,25
Japonci 4,33 3,25 2,00 4,00 4,00
financni viri

Slovenci 1,94 1,98 2,00 2,08 2,14
Srbi 2,22 2,32 1,80 2,75
Japonci 1,33 1,25 2,00 1,71 1,50
regulativni ukrepi drzave

Slovenci 2,12 2,00 2,07 2,19 2,18
Srbi 2,06 2,27 1,60 1,75
Japonci 2,33 1,75 2,00 2,79 1,50

ma (manj kot 30 %), kar pojasnjujemo z ugotovitvami M. Ule
in M. Kuhar (2003), da mladi v povpre¢ju uZivajo doma pri
star§ih dobr$no mero avtonomije. Starsi naj bi bili tisti, ki se
trudijo zapolniti posledice razgradnje predhodne univerzalne
drzave blaginje (Kovacheva, 2006), kar lahko pojasnjuje izje-
mno nizko izrazeno povpre¢no stopnjo strinjanja pri srbskih
udelezencih. V Sloveniji so povpre¢ni stanovanjski stroski ze
presegli 30 % razpolozljivega dohodka gospodinjstva, in si-
cer so ti v letu 2005 znasali 30,8 %, v lecu 2006 31,3 % in v
letu 2013 31,8 % (Statisti¢ni urad Republike Slovenije, 2014).
Na Japonskem pa se povpre¢ni stanovanjski stroski gibljejo
od 17,6 % v letu 2001 do slabih 18 % v letu 2013 (Offici-
al Statistic of Japan, 2014). Bistvena medkulturna razlika v
mesecni porabi sredstev za reSevanje stanovanjskega problema
lahko kaze razli¢na pri¢akovanja in moznosti vstopa udelezen-

cev v lastniski nepremi¢ninski fond. Glede izrazene stopnje
strinjanja udelezencev, ki Zivijo s star$i, vsi izrazajo visoko
stopnjo zadovoljstva (povpre¢na stopnja strinjanja pri Srbih
in Japoncih je celo 4,0). Navedeno pojasnjujemo z rezultati
raziskave K. Ramovs (2013), ki ugotavlja, da med prebivalci
Slovenije, ki so starejsi od 50. let, prevladuje stalisce, da starejsi
in mlajsi drug drugega enako dobro razumejo. Kot navaja La-
vri¢ (2011), so slovenski mladostniki med tistimi v Evropski
uniji, ki imajo najbolj$e odnose s starsi. Raziskave tudi kazejo,
da v Sloveniji ob neugodnih razmerah na trgu dela in dolgem
izobrazevanju k dolgemu sobivanju s starsi pripomorejo pred-
vsem sorazmerno ugodne moznosti bivanja (ve¢inoma v hisah)
in s tem nizka pripravljenost mladih na prevzemanje tveganja
revicine v zgodnjem obdobju ustvarjanja lastnega gospodinj-
stva (Lavri¢, 2011).
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Med finan¢nimi viri za nakup stanovanja izrazajo Slovenci naj-
vedjo stopnjo strinjanja glede financiranja s kreditom (stopnja
strinjanja je 2,08), medtem ko Stbi in Japonci ratunajo tudi
na svoja finan¢na sredstva (stopnja strinjanja je 1,80 oziro-
ma 1,71). V $tevilnih raziskavah je pogosto mogoée zaznati, da
se mlaje generacije v Sloveniji odlo¢ajo za nakup nepremi¢nine
s tujimi viri financiranja (Cvijanovi¢, 2010; Temeljotov Salaj
in Crne, 2010, ter Grum in Cebular, 2015), s3j se je ponud-
ba bank na podro¢ju stanovanjskega kreditiranja z razvojem
hipotekarnega kredita dobro razvila. Pri ro¢nosti tudi do 30
let, in sicer do 75. leta starosti, je mogoce ze ob povpre¢nem
osebnem dohodku pridobiti finan¢na sredstva, ki zado$¢ajo za
nakup povpre¢nega stanovanja. Hipotekarni kredit je mogoce
zavarovati s katero koli nepremi¢nino, ki je v Sloveniji in prosta
bremen, tudi z nepremi¢nino, ki je predmet nakupa. Finan¢ne
ustanove razli¢no pristopajo k razvr$¢anju zavarovalnega trga, v
primeru kredita predvsem po motivu zadovoljevanja varnosti.
Nemska zavarovalnica Alte Leipzinger lo¢i razvri¢anje glede na
potrebe po preskrbljenosti druzine, potrebe po preskrbljenosti
v starosti, potrebe oseb z nadpovpre¢nimi dohodki, potrebe
oseb s podpovpreénimi dohodki, potrebe samozaposlenih in
posebne potrebe. V primeru Slovenije, v kateri je razmerje med
aktivnim in upokojenim prebivalstvom za leto 2010 znasalo
ze 1,64 : 1, so omenjene raziskave pokazale visok trend pricako-
vanja pomoci starejse generacije pri reSevanju prvega stanovanj-
skega problema mladih. Po drugi strani pa raziskava Bostjana
Kerblerja (2014) kaze, da je uskladitev morebitnih strukturnih
vrzeli med grajenim okoljem in staranjem prebivalstva izjemno
pomembna. Ena od glavnih znadilnosti stanovanj za potrebe
vse starejSe druzbe je primerna cenovna dostopnost stano-
vanj ter zagotavljanje bistvenih in cenovno ugodnih storitev.
In tu lahko obe generaciji pois¢eta soodvisnost za resevanje
problema. Hsuan Hsu (2006) je raziskoval, kako lastnistvo
gospodinjstev vpliva na stanovanjsko politiko, in ugotovil,
da je za japonsko kot azijsko dezelo znailen druzbeni pojav
medgeneracijskega prenosa lastninske pravice, kar lahko poja-
sni morebitno visoko izkazano pri¢akovanje finan¢ne pomoci
s strani sorodnikov.

Glede regulativnih ukrepov drzave in njene pomo¢i mladim
pri stanovanjskcm osamosvajanju najvecjo stopnjo strinjanja
izrazajo Japonci (povprcéna stopnja strinjanja je 2,79), najnizjo
pa Stbi (povprecna stopnja strinjanja je 1,60). Jan Rouwendal
in Simonetta Longhi (2008) to razliko pripisujeta spremenljiv-
ki, ki pri potro$nikih splosno psiholosko izraza ob¢utek opti-
mizma ali pesimizma. Ccprav v Sloveniji kazalnik gospodar-
skega vzdusja za leto 2013 kaze stabilizacijo in ponovno rahlo
rast, kazalnik zaupanja v gradbenistvo pa umerjanje (Statisti¢ni
urad Republike Slovenije, 2014), ni re¢eno, da bodo izrazena
pri¢akovanja udelezencev temu sledila (Grum, 2014). Tudi za
Japonsko je znacilno, da se zaupanje kupcev v nepremic¢ninski
trg pocasi vraca, zato se pricakuje okrevanje stanovanjskega
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nepremi¢ninskega trga (Global Property Guide, 2015). In-
deks zaupanja potrosnikov (Economic and Social Rescarch
Institute, 2014), ki ga na Japonskem mese¢no izratunavajo s
pomodjo izvajanja ankete, kaze, da je zaupanje potro$nikov
v letih 2006, 2007 in 2008 nenchno padalo, pozneje pa se
je ustalilo. Regulativni ukrepi drzave vplivajo tudi na starost
pri vstopu posameznika v lastno gospodinjstvo. Raziskave
kazejo (Deutsch idr., 2005), da je povpre¢na starost Japonca,
ko vstopa v svoje gospodinjstvo, blizu 40 let, kar je ve¢ kot v
drugih drzavah. To naj bi bilo posledica ban¢ne politike, ki
dolota maksimalno obremenitev osebnega dohodka do 25 %
in minimalno lastno udelezbo pri nakupu nepremi¢nine do vi-
$ine 20 % vrednosti nepremicnine, in visokih cen nepremi¢nin.
Dosegljivost stanovanj ni problemati¢na le pri obremenitvi do-
hodka s stanovanjskimi stroski, tezave so tudi pri zagotavljanju
primerne ponudbe stanovanj (Mandi¢, 2009). Gospodinjstva
se pri tem soocajo z izrazito nezadostno ponudbo neprofitnega
scktorja, majhno razpolozljivostjo sluzbenih stanovanj, dragi-
mi trznimi najemniskimi stanovanji in visokimi cenami last-
niskih stanovanj (Mandi¢, 2009, in Gibson, 2013). Neugodna
gospodarska gibanja po letu 2008 so spremenila gospodarske
dejavnosti v vseh treh opazovanih drzavah. Po mnenju Alenke
Kajzer (2009) je to pomembno vplivalo na trg dela, zaznane
pa so bile tudi spremembe v gibanju pla¢. Zaradi naras¢anja
brezposelnosti se je drzava Slovenija odzvala tako, da je okrepi-
la izvajanje programov aktivne politike zaposlovanja. Sprejeta
sta bila intervencijska zakona, namenjena ohranjanju delovnih
mest. Januarja 2009 je bil sprejet Zakon o delnem subvenci-
oniranju polnega delovnega ¢asa (Ur. L. RS, §t. 5/2009), konec
maja istega leta pa Zakon o delnem povradilu nadomestila pla-
&e (Ur.L RS, §t.42/2009). Japonska vlada se je s krizo spoprijela
tako, da je v letu 2009 sprejela stimulativni ukrep, vreden 173
milijard ameriskih dolarjev, kar je ve¢, kot je znasala skupna
vrednost vseh ukrepov v letu 2008 (Global Property Guide,
2009). Vse navedeno je vplivalo na gibanja realne stopnje rasti
bruto domacega proizvoda, zanimive pa so ugotovitve raziska-
ve Wonga in Hiuja (2006), v kateri je kar 95 % japonskih ude-
lezencev odgovorilo, da so pri odlo¢anju za nakup stanovanja
pomembni dejavniki, kot so finan¢no stanje, obrestna mera
in druzinski prihodki, skoraj v celoti po so preztli vprasanje
o stopnji brezposelnosti, ki je bila med izvajanjem navedene
ankete zelo visoka. Nasi rezultati tako niso v skladu z rezul-
tati raziskav, ki jih povzema KlanjSek (2014), ki navaja, da
je slovenska mladina v primerjavi drugimi postjugoslovanski-
mi drzavami bolj pesimisti¢na glede gospodarskega polozaja
drzave v prihodnosti. Hkrati pa bi nizko stopnjo strinjanja
glede regulativnih ukrepov drzave in njene pomo¢i mladim
pri stanovanjskem osamosvajanju pri Srbih (in tudi pri Sloven-
cih) lahko pojasnili s povzetki kvantitativne raziskave Andreja
Natererja (2011), ki navaja, da mladi (generacija Y) dozivljajo
stanje, v katerem so se znasli, kot razmeroma neugodno in tez-
ko, $e posebej, &e se primerjajo z generacijo X (tako imenovani
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babyboomerji). Prepri¢ani so, da je bilo odras¢anje predhod-
nih generaciji lazje, da je bilo to takrat druzbeni projeke, ki
je zagotovil vse, kar je po njihovem mnenju pomembno za
osamosvojitev: sluzba, stanovanje in pokojnina. Zato mladi
danes vidijo druzbo kot nezanesljivega, véasih celo nekoliko
zahrbtnega partnerja, s katerim je treba za sodelovanje skleni-
ti formalnopravno pogodbo, saj zaupanje in dobri odnosi ne
zadostujejo ve. Tako zanje spet postanejo pomembni partnerji
star$i, in kot ugotavlja Naterer (2011), se za sobivanje generacij
zdi, da to ni izraz razvajenosti mladih ali permisivnosti vzgoje,
ampak oblika dobrega medgeneracijskega sodelovanja.

Nasa raziskava torej potrjuje hipotezo, da bivanje mladih in
starih v razdirjeni druZini ni pokazatelj dobrega medgenera-
cijskega sozitja in solidarnosti, ampak prej izraza $ir$e druz-
bene in kulturne procese, ki uravnavajo zivljenje vse druzbe
in posameznikov.

5 Sklep

Gospodarske, druzbene, kulturne, politi¢ne in demografske
spremembe pomembno vplivajo na tradicionalno druzino ter
druzbene strukturne in medgeneracijske odnose, to pa se kaze
tudi v vse pomembnejsem problemu skupnega gospodinjstva
oziroma podaljSanega sobivanja mladih druzin in starSev. V
¢lanku smo zato raziskovali strukturalne dejavnike in indivi-
dualne razloge, ki vplivajo na podalj$ano sobivanje mladih v
skupnem gospodinjstvu s star$i. V tem okviru smo analizirali
zeljo mladih, namen, nacin in njihova pri¢akovanja po odselitvi
»na svoje«. Zanimalo nas je, ali menijo, da bi jim drzava z
regulativnimi ukrepi morala pri tem pomagati. Izhajamo iz hi-
poteze, da bivanje mladih in starih v razsirjeni druZini ni poka-
zatelj dobrega medgeneracijskega sozitja in solidarnosti, ampak
prej izraza SirSe druzbene in kulturne procese, ki uravnavajo
zivljenje vse druzbe in posameznikov. Kot osrednji raziskoval-
ni pripomocek smo uporabili vprasalnik, ki smo ga oblikovali
sami. Raziskava je potekala v treh razliénih kulturnih okoljih -
v Sloveniji, Srbiji in na Japonskem. V njej je sodelovalo 1.006
slovenskih udelezencev, 385 srbskih in 264 japonskih. V vzorec
so bili vkljuceni udelezenci, ki so bili stari od 20 do 40 let ter
smo jih razdelili po spolu, izobrazbi, druzbenem in finanénem
polozaju, zakonskem oziroma druzinskem polozaju, bivalnem
okolju in kulturni pripadnosti.

Rezultati kazejo statisticno pomembne razlike pri spolu mla-
dih, ki Zivijo v skupnem gospodinjstvu. V Srbiji in Sloveniji
prevladuje zenski spol (povpre¢na stopnja strinjanja je 1,24),
na Japonskem pa moski (povpre¢na stopnja strinjanja je 1,43).
Navedeno kaze na bistvene demografske spremembe, do kate-
rih je pri$lo v japonski druzbi v zadnjih desetih letih. Statisti¢no
pomembne razlike se kazejo pri vprasanju glede pri¢akovanja
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pomo¢i drzave z regulativnimi ukrepi. Najve¢jo stopnjo strin-
janja izrazajo Japonci (povpre¢na stopnja strinjanja je 2,79),
najnizjo pa Srbi (povprecna stopnja strinjanja je 1,60). Znan-
stveniki to razliko pripisujejo spremenljivki, ki pri potro$nikih
psiholosko izraza obcutek optimizma ali pesimizma. Ceprav
v Sloveniji kazalnik gospodarskega vzdu$ja in zaupanja v
gradbenistvo kaze umerjanje, pa ni re¢eno, da bodo izraze-
na pri¢akovanja udelezencev temu sledila. Za Japonsko pa je
znadilno, da se zaupanje kupcev v nepremic¢ninski trg vraca,
zato se tudi v blizji prihodnosti pri¢akuje okrevanje stanovanj-
skega nepremi¢ninskega trga. Indeks zaupanja potro$nikov na
Japonskem kaze, da zaupanje potro$nikov od leta 2013 na-
prej raste. Statisticno pomembne razlike se kaZejo tudi glede
na izrazeno zadovoljstvo s trenutnimi stanovanjskimi pogoji,
glede izrazenega obcutka samostojnosti, glede na druzinski po-
lozaj, mese¢no porabo za reSevanje stanovanjskega problema
in pri naértovanih glavnih virih pri nakupu lastnega stano-
vanja. Glede izrazene stopnje strinjanja udelezencev, ki zivijo
s starsi, najvisjo stopnjo zadovoljstva izrazajo Srbi in Japon-
ci (povprecna stopnja strinjanja je celo 4,0), med finanénimi
viri za nakup stanovanja pa izrazajo najvecjo stopnjo strinjan-
ja glede financiranja s kreditom slovenski udelezenci (stopnja
strinjanja je 2,08), medtem ko srbski in japonski udelezenci
ratunajo tudi na svoja finanéna sredstva (stopnja strinjanja
je 1,80 oziroma 1,71). Hsu (2006) je raziskoval, kako lastni-
$tvo gospodinjstev vpliva na stanovanjsko politiko, in ugotovil,
da je za Japonsko kot azijsko dezelo znadilen druzbeni pojav
medgeneracijskega prenosa lastninske pravice, kar lahko po-
jasni visoko izkazano pri¢akovanje finanéne pomodi s strani
sorodnikov. Ugotavljamo pa, da bistvena medkulturna razlika
glede na mese¢no porabo sredstev za reSevanje stanovanjskega
problema lahko kaze tudi razli¢na pricakovanja in moznosti
vstopa udelezencev v lastniski nepremi¢ninski fond oziroma
$amostojno gospodinjstvo.

Raziskava je pokazala, da si mladi, ki bivajo v skupnem gospo-
dinjstvu s starsi, tudi ¢e se z njimi relativno dobro razumejo,
zelijo »na svoje«. Pri tem pri¢akujejo ve¢jo pomo¢ drzave, ki
bi z regulativnimi ukrepi in pravi¢no porazdeljeno socialno
pomodjo med »mlado« in »staro« generacijo vodila social-
no bolj pravi¢no in mladim druzinam prijaznejso stanovanjsko
politiko. S tem bi se zmanjsal pritisk na druzino in moznosti
za napetosti v njej, kot tudi za napetosti med drzavo in druzi-
no. Kot navaja Richard Sendi (2013), povzro¢a prenaseljenost
stanovanj slabo poc¢utje, zdravstvene tezave ipd., zato mora Slo-
venija na tem podro¢ju hitro ukrepati ter pri tem upostevati
najnovejse pristope pri nartovanju stanovanj in zagotavljanju
ustreznega standarda. Raziskava tudi kaZe, da se pomembni
koraki pri tradicionalnem prehajanju v odraslost pojavljajo v
nekoliko drugaénem zaporedju, kot je bilo znacilno za starejse
generacije, najprej dokoncanje Sole, nato vstop na stabilni trg
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delovne sile, selitev od doma in $ele nato oblikovanje druZine.
Pri tem drzava ne bi smela pozabiti na pomen osamosvajanja
glede na stopnjo rodnosti v drzavi. Navedeno korelacijo potr-
juje tudi primer Japonske, kjer je povpre¢na starost mladih, ko
gredo na svoje, med opazovanimi kulturami najvija (40 let).
Za Japonsko pa je tudi znacilno, da je najhitreje starajoca se
druzba. Mladi mislijo, da je bilo odra¢anje starejsih genera-
ciji lazje, da je bilo to takrat druzbeni projeke, ki je zagotovil
vse, kar je po njihovem mnenju pomembno za osamosvoji-
tev: sluzba, stanovanje in pokojnina. Zato danes gledajo na
druzbo kot na nezanesljivega, véasih celo nekoliko zahrbtnega
partnetja, s katerim je treba za sodelovanje skleniti formalno-
pravno pogodbo, saj zaupanje in dobri odnosi ne zadostujejo
ve¢. Tako zanje spet postanejo pomembni partnerji starsi, in
kot ugotavlja Naterer (2011), se za sobivanje generacij zdi, da
to ni izraz razvajenosti mladih ali permisivnosti vzgoje, ampak
oblika dobrega medgeneracijskega sodelovanja. Nasa raziskava
torej potrjuje hipotezo, da bivanje mladih in starih v razsirjeni
druzini ni pokazatelj dobrega medgeneracijskega sozitja in soli-
darnosti, ampak prej izraza SirSe druzbene in kulturne procese,
ki uravnavajo Zivljenje vse druzbe in posameznikov.
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Intergenerational living:

B. GRUM, A. TEMELJOTOV SALAJ

An intercultural comparison

Thisarticle explores the factors behind young adults living
in shared houscholds with their parents for an extended
period of time. We were interested in finding out if they
think the state should implement regulatory measures to
help them become independent. Our hypothesis is that
the young and old living together as an extended family
is not an indicator of intergenerational symbiosis and soli-
darity, but rather a reflection of wider social and cultural
processes regulating the life of society as a whole and the
lives of individuals. The study was carried out in three
different cultural environments: Slovenia, Serbia and Ja-
pan. The study showed that, despite the fact that they
get along relatively well, young people living in a shared
houschold with their parents still want to “go it alone”
and they expect greater help from the state, through regu-
latory measures and fair distribution of social assistance
between the “young” and the “old” generations, to create
social and housing policies that are fairer and friendlier
to young families. This would reduce the pressure on the
family and the potential for conflict within it, as well as
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the potential for conflict between the state and the fam-
ily. Japanese participants expressed the highest level of
agreement with this, whereas Serbs expressed the lowest.
In terms of sources of financing for buying a home, the
Slovenian participants express the highest level of agree-
ment when it comes to financing through loans, whereas
Serbian and Japanese participants also count on their own
financial resources, which we interpret as a typical social
phenomenon of the intergenerational transfer of title or
a demonstration of high expectations of financial assis-
tance from relatives. However, we established that the
significant intercultural difference in the monthly use of
funds for housing rental or purchase can be indicative of
the participants’ varying expectations and opportunities
to enter the home-ownership world or an independent

household.

Keywords: young people, housing, intergenerational liv-
ing, expectations, Slovenia, Serbia, Japan
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1 Introduction

Economic, social, cultural, political and demographic changes
have a significant impact on traditional family, social, structur-
al and intergenerational relationships (Ramovs, 2013). These
can be seen in the currently increasing problem of shared
houscholds or the extended time that young people, young
families and their parents live communally. The issue is becom-
ing a more and more common topic at the political level as
well as in scholarship. When the children do move out and
into what type of home and living arrangements depends on
many personal and social circumstances. According to Srna
Mandi¢ (2007), these factors are, on the one hand, individual
and extend to the micro-level, at which one’s wishes, choices
and resources are of key importance; on the other hand, these
factors are structural and, at the macro-level, define a multi-
tude of opportunities and obstacles that individuals face in
their choices in a given environment. Structural factors are
characteristics of the environment and explain why individuals
of the same society follow similar home-leaving patterns and
why these patterns differ by country. The latter are relatively
well-researched (Mandi¢, 2009; Kuhar, 2012; Emmons &
Noeth, 2014; Bratina Jurkovi¢, 2014). On the other hand,
growing up, which predominantly used to be a standardised
and predictable process, has turned into an individual pro-
ject in today’s conditions — one that is each person’s sole
responsibility. However, this does not mean that the role of
the state and society at large is not important in establishing
the conditions for successfully transitioning young people to
adulthood (Lavri¢, 2011). The aim of this study was to find
out whether young people believe that the state should take
regulatory measures to help them become independent. We
explored the reasons young people live in a shared household
with their parents and, in this context, analysed their wishes,
purpose, manner and expectations after moving out and “going
it alone”. Our hypothesis is that the young and old living to-
gether as an extended family is not an indicator of intergenera-
tional symbiosis and solidarity, but rather a reflection of wider
social and cultural processes regulating the life of society as a
whole and the lives of individuals. Alan Walker (2006) even
claims that policy-makers do not understand the core meaning
of intergenerational solidarity but regard it as only a funding/
spending relationship. He believes that thinking and policies
that follow the assumption that social investments and educa-
tion are mainly for young people stem from the old paradigm
of a three-generational society. This can pose a risk of intergen-
erational conflict because, by doing so, the public finance dis-
tributors of the welfare state give special treatment to certain
social groups. Both the young and the old generation have a
number of needs that, particularly in times of reduced econom-
ic growth (or recession), will be increasingly difficult to satisfy
from the resources of the welfare state. According to Ksenija
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Ramovs (2013), this can lead to conflict between the two. In
this context, we were interested in learning about young peo-
ple’s level of satisfaction with their current living conditions
in a shared household. Vincent R. Waldron et al. (2005) write
about the trend of the socialisation of the older generation in
new environments, but at the same time they call attention
to their distinct attachment to their home surroundings. The
family environment is associated with a common history, close
intergenerational relationships and family tradition. It reflects
symbiosis and care for older relatives as a natural continua-
tion of tradition and reciprocal intergenerational support in
everyday life (Jolanki, 2015). We wanted to know if mutual
living dependence is also conditional upon this attachment.

As Miran Lavri¢ and Rudi Klanjsek (2013) conclude, the risk
of poverty among young people not living with their parents is
significantly higher compared to those staying at home, mainly
in countries with a liberal regime of transitions of young people
into their own households and the early home-leaving associ-
ated with it. In countries with a sub-protective (Mediterra-
nean) regime, such differences are barely visible. Numerous
researchers (Aassve et al., 2006) conclude that this can only
be explained by cultural factors. Our study was carried out
in three different cultural environments: Slovenia, Serbia and
Japan. The selection criteria were the countries’ varied levels
of economic development and strategic position (Slovenia
as a part of the EU, Serbia as a part of the former Socialist
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and Japan as a highly techno-
logically developed Asian country). The study was conducted
with 1,006 Slovenian, 385 Serbian and 264 Japanese partici-
pants.

2 Structural and individual factors of
living together

The study was inspired by the results of various studies show-
ing, among other things, that almost half of young Euro-
peans 15 to 30 live with their parents (Eurostat, 2012). Of
these, 26% indicate that their reason for not moving out is
because there are not enough affordable housing options, 11%
indicate that they are living in their parents’ household due to
home advantages without needing to take responsibility for
them and 10% say that they are living at home because they
will eventually marry or move in with their partner. Only 3%
of young people up to 30 are living at home because they are
supporting their parents financially. In terms of the number of
young people (25-34 years) living with their parents, Slovenia
is at the very top. According to Eurostat (2012), 43.5% of
young people in Slovenia in this age group are still living at
home. Thus, Slovenia is one of the top countries when it comes
to the length of time young adults live with their parents. Ac-
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cording to the European Union Labour Force Survey (2013),
which offers comparisons between EU member states, Slovenia
is second in Europe, right behind Slovakia (even ahead of Italy)
when it comes to the duration of intergenerational living of
parents and their children. Studies show that these days young
people in Europe reach the turning points of growing up, such
as a steady job, financial stability, housing independence and a
stable partnership, later in life (Ule & Kuhar, 2003). Delaying
one’s move away from one’s primary family is characteristic of
all of Europe (Biggart et al., 2004; Holdsworth & Morgan,
2006; Pompe & Temeljotov Salaj, 2014). In their study, Mir-
jana Ule and Metka Kuhar (2003) also establish that one of
the most common reasons respondents indicate for continuing
to live with their parents is their inability to find independent
housing. Kuhar (2013) highlights the following key reasons
for extended intergenerational living in Slovenia: the small
amount of affordable housing; the poorly-developed labour
market and culturally-specific practice associated with broader
factors of a structural or institutional nature, particularly with
the availability of state aid in relation to family assistance. On
the other hand, the growing abundance of recent decades has
meant that, for the first time in history, a large part of the
European population is transferring its relatively large amount
of property to their children’s generation (Brandt et al., 2008).
All this affects the current phenomenon of young families liv-
ing with their parents for an extended period. Most authors,
however, believe that the family should be viewed from a
complementary point of view, meaning that if the state pro-
vides functional assistance to families, it lightens their bur-
den (Ramovs, 2013). According to Walter Korpi (2000), this
reduces pressure on the family and thereby the potential for
conflict within it, as well as the potential for conflict between
the state and the family.

The transition from the parental home to an independent
home can be explored in various contexts, but we were mainly
interested in this issue in terms of one’s housing career. We were
therefore faced with the question of which type of housing
one’s first independent home can be. In some countries, renting
plays an important role, for instance in the Netherlands and
Germany (Mulder, 2006), whereas in south European countries
building one’s own home, often with the help of relatives, plays
an important role in acquiring independent housing (Allen
ctal,, 2004). According to Mandi¢ (2007), the latter is also true
for Slovenia. Christian Mulder (2006) believes the greatest
obstacles to accessible housing for young people are the high
percentage of owner-occupied housing, poor credit policy and
high property prices. In countries in transition, the extended
period of living with parents can even be interpreted as “col-
lateral damage” of the housing reform that radically reduced
the public rental sector, whereas expectations of privacy in this
respect do not seem to be realistic (Mandi¢, 2007; Mandi¢ &

Urbani izziv, volume 27, no. 1, 2016

B. GRUM, A. TEMELJOTOV SALAJ

Filipovi¢ Hrast, 2015). Parents are supposed to be the ones
trying to mitigate the consequences of the disintegration of the
former universal welfare state (Kovacheva, 2006). However,
as Ule and Kuhar (2003) point out, young people on average
enjoy a fair degree of autonomy at home with their parents and
this extended period of living with parents can thus, at least to
a certain extent, be interpreted as a lifestyle choice related to
the comfort of “hotel mama’. Following our hypothesis that the
young and old living together as an extended family is not in
itself an indicator of intergenerational symbiosis and solidarity,
we were interested in the individual reasons for living together
and the factors behind it. We wanted to know how young
people perceive intergenerational living and what their expec-
tations are in terms of finding housing. According to Ronald
Goetegeluk et al. (1992), a household opts for another home if
it offers more advantages than disadvantages compared to the
previous home. In this context, the connection between em-
ployment and housing and the consequent housing mobility
is also important. According to Mandi¢ (2009), housing mo-
bility generally carries a positive connotation, because greater
mobility is supposed to reflect the fact that more households
are moving into homes that are more appropriate for them.
In a developed economy, numerous households even decide
to look for housing and employment opportunities, choosing
the one that offers the best possible combination of both (van
Ommerren et al.,, 2000; Yau, 2015). Statistical data for Slovenia
show a very low level of housing mobility. We associate this
with limited access to sources of housing, particularly rentals.
Other important factors include the pronounced prevalence
of owner-occupied housing, the highly developed practice of
self-sufficiency, dispersed land ownership and the very liberal
urban planning system in the past.

When it comes to Japan, Ge Jian and Hokao Kazunori (2004)
have established the effect of regional characteristics and per-
sonal housing preferences on the evaluation of housing en-
vironments in local towns. The authors explored the factors
affecting the way of life in Japanese cities in terms of property
user satisfaction, user preferences and the available choices in
purchasing property (Jian & Kazunori, 2006). In terms of pref-
erences when looking for a place to live, their results show three
main groups of participants, namely those who prefer an urban
over a natural environment, enjoy a working environment (job)
and are principally prepared to invest in the standard of the
home’s immediate vicinity, followed by participants who prefer
a non-urban environment, favour everyday life over work and
are principally prepared to invest in their home, whereas the
third group of participants is in between the two and favours
social activities and interpersonal relationships when choosing
a place to live. One typical feature of Japan is that the share
of people who have never been married has risen dramatically
since 1970 (in adults between 30 and 34 from 11.6% to 42.9%
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for men and from 7.2% to 26.6% for women). The age of
first marriage has also risen significantly in this period, namely
from 27.5 to 30.8 years for men and from 24.7 to 28.6 for
women (the National Institute of Population and Social Secu-
rity Research, 2008). Similar trends can be detected in Europe
as well, although they are not as pronounced. Researchers as-
sociate later marriage and the larger percentage of unmarried
people in European countries with different (changed) living
conditions (Goldscheider, 1997; Bianchi & Casper, 2000). But
this, as Setsuya Fukuda (2007) points out, is not typical of
Japan. Numerous scholars are striving to identify the reasons
young Japanese stay at home longer (Takahashi & Voss, 2000;
Takada, 2004; Fukuda, 2007; Suzuki 2007) and what demo-
graphic consequences this has (Raymo, 2003; Raymo & Ono,
2004; Suzuki, 2007). They discovered that, in Japan, women
typically marry at a younger age than men, but it seems to be
the only country where men leave their parents” homes earlier.
They cite education and employment as some of the reasons for
this. Finances are indicated as the main obstacle to young peo-
ple becoming independent. Establishing a new houschold is
very expensive in Japan. According to Misa Izahura (2014), the
reason for later home-leaving is mainly related to the economic
recession and the wider neoliberal globalisation. Women’s age
of first marriage has increased from around 20 to around 30,
which is also the age they decide to buy a home. They see
ownership mainly as a useful value and a sense of security in

old age.

Smiljka Tomanovi¢ and Suzana Ignjatovi¢ (2006) write that,
in Serbia, young people typically associate the transition to
their own household with starting their own family rather than
with an independent lifestyle. According to them, almost one
fifth of young respondents cite marriage (or pregnancy) as the
main condition for moving in with one’s partner and, as a
result, leaving home and establishing one’s own household.
Other prerequisites for becoming independent from one’s
parents include: a good income, a job and the accessibility
of independent housing. For young people in Serbia, there is
no discrepancy between the normative and the practical level
of the transition to adulthood. Starting a family is considered
to be a “strategy” in the transition to adulthood. According
to Tomanovi¢ and Ignjatovi¢ (2006), young people in Serbia
do not see moving out as the end of their parent-dependent
lifestyle but as a prerequisite for their transition to adulthood.
This sample is in contrast to the European trend, where inde-
pendence from one’s parents or moving out does not necessar-
ily mean starting one’s own family (Heath, 1999).

Joachim Vogel (2002) concluded empirically that societies
with different types of welfare constellations also differ in
the age when young people leave their parents’ homes. He
discovered that, in societies with a characteristically poorly
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functioning labour market (a difficult entry of young people
into the labour market) and weak risk-mitigating measures of
the welfare state (low social security expenditure), young peo-
ple leave their parents’ homes the latest. According to Nada
Stropnik and Milivoja Sircelj (2008), young people’s housing
and employment careers are related. Thus, young people stay
with their parents until their employment career allows them
to become economically independent in the sense that they
can take out a housing loan and thereby attain the predomi-
nant ownership status. How a joint family budget affects when
young families leave their shared household with their parents
is difficult to predict (Hartley, 1993). Many countries are faced
with demographic changes, such as a rapidly ageing popula-
tion and a falling fertility rate. Stropnik and Sircelj (2008)
thus highlight that, among other things, moving out of one’s
parents home (houschold) has an important effect on fertility.
According to Lavri¢ (2011), 50% of young people in Slovenia
living in an independent household have at least one child at
the age of 29, compared to only a good 15% of young people
who live with their parents. It seems that the state, instead
of offering young people low-cost housing, forces them into
ownership that they cannot afford. This, in turn, prevents them
from becoming independent and having children.

3 Methods and participants

The research method used was based on a question-
naire (Walonic, 2007) drawn up as part of a larger research
project. It was carried out in various cultural environments and
its main goal was to determine the factors that have a decisive
impact on potential future property rights holders when de-
ciding on a property purchase (Grum, 2014; Grum & Kobal
Grum, 2015). Out of the three main types of questions (Keats,
2000) - that is, open-ended questions (giving the participant
complete freedom to answer), multiple-choice questions (the
participant chooses the most appropriate answer) and ques-
tions with answers by type (the Likert scale) - the last two
types were used. The participants expressed their opinions on
a five-point Likert scale (1 - completely unimportant, 5 -very
important). The data was processed using SPSS statistical soft-
ware. The statistical analysis encompasses the factor analysis
of the questionnaire, the reliability analysis of the question-
naire (Cronbach’s alpha), descriptive statistics and variance
analysis (Grum & Temeljotov Salaj, 2010b). The section of
the questionnaire measuring demographic features includes 34
variables. We extracted eight factors that account for over 60%
of the variance (Grum & Temeljotov Salaj, 2010a). The Kaiser-
Meyer-Olkin measure of sampling adequacy is 0.759, which
means that the measured variables are a good psychometric
match (Fulgosi, 1984). The statistically significant Bartlett’s
test (BT = 2,178.119) shows that the extracted factors can
be interpreted (Fulgosi, 1984).
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Table 1: The structure of the participants in terms of demographic features.

Cultural origin Slovenians Serbs Japanese

Slovenia, Japan, Serbia Number Percentage Number Percentage Number Percentage
Gender

Women 623 61.93 276 71.88 90 34.09
Men 383 38.07 108 28.13 174 65.91
Total 1,006 100.00 384 100.00 264 100.00
Age

20 to 29 490 48.71 222 57.81 114 43.18
30 to 40 516 51.29 162 42.19 150 56.82
Total 1,006 100.00 384 100.00 264 100.00
Family status

Single 264 26.53 178 46.35 168 65.12
'r'i‘eg relationship or mar- 75, 7347 206 53.65 90 34.88
Total 995 100.00 384 100.00 258 100.00
Where do you live (location)?

In the city centre 316 31.76 208 54.17 114 44.19
On the outskirts of a city 321 3226 144 37.50 132 51.16
In a clustered village 234 23.52 18 469 6 233
In a dispersed village 116 11.66 0 0.00 0 0.00
Elsewhere 8 0.80 14 3.65 6 233
Total 995 100.00 384 100.00 258 100.00
| am currently living

L“oﬁ;'i:;te orco-owned 5, 53.64 258 67.19 72 27.91
In market rental housing 99 10.00 82 21.35 96 37.21
In low-rent housing 27 273 0 0.00 24 9.30
With my parents 269 2717 24 6.25 54 20.93
Other 64 6.46 20 5.21 12 4.65
Total 990 100.00 384 100.00 258 100.00
Monthly housing expenditure:

Nothing 450 4573 278 72.40 60 23.26
IL:CSZ;Z""” 30% of my 216 21.95 38 9.90 150 58.14
Around 30% of my income 149 15.14 34 8.85 24 9.30
m;’;::a“ 30%ofmy o 1311 32 833 2 9.30
Almost all of my income 40 4.07 2 0.52 0 0.00
Total 984 100.00 384 100.00 258 100.00
Satisfaction with living conditions

Very unsatisfied 76 7.74 55 14.32 30 11.63
Unsatisfied 105 10.69 38 9.90 24 9.30
Reasonably satisfied 220 2240 46 11.98 48 18.60
Satisfied 281 28.62 76 19.79 90 34.88
Very satisfied 300 30.55 92 23.96 66 25.58
Totally satisfied 982 100.00 384 100.00 258 100.00
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The study was conducted with 1,006 Slovenian, 385 Serbian
and 264 Japanese participants between 20 and 40, selected
by gender, education, social and economic status, marital or
family status, living environment and cultural identity. In the
first phase, data was collected via the Internet. Unlike Slove-
nian participants, the Japanese and Serbian participants were
deeply suspicious of participating in online surveys. As a result,
snowball sampling was used in the second phase of data col-
lection (Lobe, 2006). In using this type of sampling, personal
acquaintances are recruited to build a pattern of the group
studied. A smaller sample of people is chosen to complete the
questionnaire and they, in turn, ask their acquaintances to do
the same (Klinc et al., 2010). Each new respondent is supposed
to recruit a few other respondents. The main advantage of this
type of sampling is the rapid collection of a sample that is,
however, solely dependent on the initial selection of the popu-
lation. That is also one of its disadvantages, as control over the
sample is lost after the initial selection. Another disadvantage is
its dependency on the individual’s horizontal and particularly
vertical networking. Furthermore, the problem in acquiring
Japanese participants was increased by the fact that in Japan
it is not allowed to distribute questionnaires in public spac-
es (without the approval of a special ethics committee). This
resulted in the varying sample sizes of the different cultures.
Data was collected between November 2013 and May 2014.
The structure of the participants in terms of their demographic
features is shown in Table 1.

The table shows that, unlike in Slovenia and Serbia, the ma-
jority of Japanese participants are men (65.91%). Findings
concerning the Japanese cultural environment (Forrest et al,,
2003; Hirayama, 2008) suggest that it is not surprising to en-
counter differences between the sexes in the home-ownership
rate, because only recent events related to the economic crisis
in Japan (the fall in property values, lower interest rates, the
deregulation of loans and changed rules combined with later
marriage) have made ownership accessible to single women
as well. As regards the age structure, younger participants are
prevalent in the Serbian population (57.81%), whereas the
structure of the Slovenian and the Japanese populations is simi-
lar. The majority of Japanese participants are single (65.12%),
which we interpret in the light of research findings (Deutsch
et al,, 2005) showing that the average age of a Japanese person
establishing his or her own household is close to 40 years,
which is high compared to the US (29 years) or Austria (31
years). Research (Deutsch et al., 2005) also shows that this
is due to their banking policy, which allows a maximum en-
cumbrance on one’s personal income of 25% and a minimum
personal interest in the purchase of property of up to 20% of
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the property value, and to high property prices, meaning that
a Japanese property buyer must pay an average of 8.5 percent
of his or her entire annual income.

Considerable differences between the participants exist in terms
of home-ownership. The majority of homeowners are Serbian
participants (67.19%), followed by Slovenian (53.64%) and
Japanese participants (27.91%). We interpret this in the light
of the housing ownership structure in the selected countries,
which shows that, in 2010, Serbia had a little over 90% owner-
occupied housing, Slovenia a little over 80% and Japan a little
over 64%. There is a significant difference in the percentage of
participants living with their parents. A surprising 27.17% of
Slovenian participants (between 20 and 40) live in a shared
houschold with their parents compared to a slightly lower
percentage of Japanese participants (20.93%), whereas Ser-
bian participants stand out for their extremely low percent-
age (6.25%). The data also show that, based on the number
of young people (25-34 years) living with their parents, Slo-
venia is at the very top. According to Eurostat (2012), 43.5%
of young people in Slovenia in this age group are still living
at home. Thus, Slovenia is one of the top countries when
it comes to the length of time young adults live with their
parents. Table 1 shows that the majority of participants indi-
cate that, when it comes to paying for housing, they use less
than 30% of their income, whereas a very high percentage of
Slovenians (45.73%) and particularly Serbs (72.40%) indicate
that they don’t spend anything. This can be interpreted with
the finding that neither Slovenians nor Serbs are planning to
purchase a new property in the near future (they are not sav-
ing); other reasons for this can also be found in the current
economic crisis and the participants’ economic power (cur-
rently reduced).

The fact that buyer expectations are changing along with changes
in the economic situation on the property market was also es-
tablished by Joseph T. Y. Wong and Eddie C. M. Hiu (2006).
They discovered that buyers tend to be more optimistic when
prices on the property market are increasing and more pes-
simistic when they are falling. As long as participants expect
prices on the property market to increase, their behaviour
generates higher demand (Wong & Hiu, 2006, Sang-arun,
2013; Hoxha et al,, 2014). As far as satisfaction is concerned,
the highest level of satisfaction was expressed by the Slove-
nians and the lowest by the Serbs, with 14.32% of the latter
being very unsatisfied with their current housing status. In a
study conducted among US property buyers, William Rohe
et al. (2001) discovered that the satisfaction of homeowners
is higher than among participants living in rented housing.
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Table 2: Statistically significant differences in terms of cultural origin, age and housing status.

Variables Sum of squares df  Mean square F p
Education 1.755 6 0.293 0.788 0.580
Gender * 3.431 6 0.572 2,634 0.015
Family status X 4.731 6 0.789 4.231 0.000
Where you live (location) 6.699 6 1.117 1419 0.204
Employment 4121 6 0.687 2017 0.060
Monthly housing expenditure Frx 32.351 6 5.392 6.125 0.000
Satisfaction with housing status ** 26.794 6 4.466 3.390 0.003
Maintenance costs 12.557 6 2,093 1.895 0.078
Sense of security 4,954 6 0.826 0.857 0.526
Sense of social security 6.688 6 1.115 0.950 0.458
Sense of a higher social status 9.064 6 1.511 1.516 0.169
Sense of independence ** 17.9 6 2.983 2.856 0.009
Sense of self-satisfaction 9.56 6 1.593 1413 0.206
Main sources of financing when purchasing a property ~ *** 37.971 6 6.329 5.995 0.000
Expectation of positive regulatory measures * 13.563 6 2.260 2.248 0.037
Notes:
* The difference is statistically significant (p < 0.05).
** The difference is statistically significant (p < 0.01).
*** The difference is statistically significant (p < 0.001).
Table 3: Correlations between variables in terms of cultural origin and housing status.
Gender  Family status Housing Monthly Satisfaction  Indepen- Financial Regulatory
status expenditure dence resources measures
Gender 1.000 -0.075 -0.065 0.080 -0.075 -0.180 -0.134 0.069
Family status -0.075 1.000 -0.181 0.154 0.012 -0.097 -0.002 0.012
Housing status -0.065 -0.181 1.000 -0.068 -0.188 0.167 0.035 0.007
Monthly expenditure  0.080 0.154 -0.068 1.000 -0.152 -0.144 0.046 0.043
Satisfaction -0.075 0.012 -0.188 -0.152 1.000 -0.034 -0.046 -0.028
Independence 0.180 -0.097 0.167 -0.144 -0.034 1.000 0.050 0.008
Financial resources -0.134 -0.002 0.035 0.046 -0.046 0.050 1.000 -0.116
Regulatory measures  0.069 0.012 0.007 0.043 -0.028 0.008 -0.116 1.000

current living conditions, maintenance costs) and based on
their expectations for starting their own household in terms
of social security, social status, sense of independence and self-
satisfaction, the expected regulatory measures to be taken by
the state and the anticipated financial resources. The statis-
tically significant differences in terms of cultural origin, age
and housing status (the participant lives in private housing,

According to Reinout Kleinhans and Marja Elsinga (2010),
there is a strong correlation between home ownership and the
sense of self-satisfaction.

4 Results and interpretation

The results were statistically analysed using variance analysis.
Variance analysis is a commonly used statistical method or
statistical test in research, like a #-test for independent sam-
ples, although variance analysis makes it possible to compare
the averages of three or more groups. The selected dependent
variables are cultural origin, age and housing status according
to the participants’ basic demographic features (education,
gender, family status, place of residence, employment, aver-
age monthly expenditure for housing, satisfaction with the
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in rented housing, with his or her parents or elsewhere) are
shown in Table 2.

Statistically significant differences at the level p < 0.05 can be
seen in terms of gender and the question concerning the ex-
pected assistance from the state as part of its regulatory meas-
ures. Statistically significant differences at the level p < 0.01
can be seen in terms of expressed satisfaction with the current
housing conditions and the expressed sense of independence.
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Table 4: Average levels of agreement in relation to factors indicating statistically significant differences in terms of cultural origin, age and

ownership of the property where the participants are currently living.

Property status Private Market rent Low-cost rent With relatives Other
Variables

Gender

Slovenians 142 1.59 1.50 1.24 1.30
Serbs 1.24 1.27 1.16 1.50
Japanese 2.00 2.00 2.00 143 1.50
Family status

Slovenians 1.48 1.41 1.36 147 1.41
Serbs 143 1.45 1.60 1.50
Japanese 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00
Monthly expenditure

Slovenians 1.67 3.05 2,07 1.40 207
Serbs 2.19 2.14 1.00 1.00
Japanese 1.00 2.25 2.00 143 2.00
Satisfaction

Slovenians 3.92 3.70 2.86 3.62 3.07
Serbs 4.03 3.00 4.00 4.50
Japanese 3.67 4.00 2.00 4.00 2.50
Sense of independence

Slovenians 3.14 3.77 321 4.22 432
Serbs 433 4.50 4.60 4.25
Japanese 433 3.25 2.00 4.00 4.00
Financial resources

Slovenians 1.94 1.98 2.00 2.08 2.14
Serbs 2.22 232 1.80 2.75
Japanese 133 1.25 2.00 1.71 1.50
The state’s regulatory measures

Slovenians 212 2.00 2.07 2.19 218
Serbs 2.06 227 1.60 1.75
Japanese 233 1.75 2.00 2.79 1.50

Statistically significant differences at the level p < 0.001 can be
seen in terms of the family status, the monthly expenditure for
housing and the planned main resources when purchasing one’s
own property. It is interesting, however, that the correlations
between factors according to the participants’ housing status
are weak, none of the absolute values being higher than 0.9.

The strongest correlation exists between housing status and
family status (~0.181), the negative correlations suggesting
that more single participants live in a shared household with
their parents than those who are in a relationship. Another in-
teresting fact is the negative correlation between housing status
and satisfaction with the current housing conditions (-0.188),
suggesting that the participants who live with their parents are
more dissatisfied than those living in private or rented hous-
ing. The positive correlation between housing status and the
sense of independence (0.167) was expected; it shows that

participants living in a shared household with their parents
express higher expectations about having a greater sense of
independence in their own household (in their own rented
or private housing).

Average levels of agreement in relation to factors indicating
statistically significant differences in terms of cultural origin,
age and housing status are shown in Table 4. Surprisingly,
the results show that most of the participants living in a
shared houschold, both in Serbia (the average level of agree-
ment is 1.16) and Slovenia (the average level of agreement
is 1.24), are female, whereas male participants predominate in
Japan (the average rate of agreement is 1.43), which disagrees
with earlier research findings (Takahashi & Voss, 2000; Suzuki,
2003; Raymo & Ono, 2004; Takada 2004; Fukuda, 2007), ac-
cording to which in Japan, women typically marry at an earlier
age than men, but men leave their parents’ homes earlier. They
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cite education and employment as some of the reasons for
this. However, more recent studies in the Japanese cultural
environment (Hirayama, 2008; Yuichiro et al., 2015) show
that differences between the sexes in the home-ownership rate
are not surprising, because it is only events related to the eco-
nomic crisis in Japan that have made ownership accessible to
single women as well, which they report is due to the fall in
property values, lower interest rates, the deregulation of loans
and changed rules combined with later marriage. For Serbia
and Slovenia, the gender gap can be interpreted based on
the findings of Rudi Klanj$ek (2013), who reports that, even
though young men earn more than young women, regardless
of their employment status, the gap is still closing, which puts
Slovenia at the very bottom when it comes to the difference in
carnings (belonging to the group of countries with the smallest
gender pay gap). As regards the family status of participants liv-
ing with their parents, the expressed level of agreement among
Slovenians and Serbs is balanced, whereas single participants
predominate in the Japanese population (the average level of
agreement is 1.00). It is interesting that all the participants in-
dicate an extremely low monthly expenditure for housing (less
than 30%), which is interpreted in the light of the findings of
Ule and Kuhar (2003) that young people on average enjoy a
fair degree of autonomy at home with their parents. Parents are
supposed to be the ones trying to mitigate the consequences
of the disintegration of the former universal welfare state (Ko-
vacheva, 2006), which can explain the extremely low average
level of agreement among the Serbian participants. In Slovenia,
the average housing costs exceeded 30% of the available house-
hold income with 30.8% in 2005, 31.3% in 2006 and 31.8%
in 2013 (Statistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia, 2014).
In Japan, the average housing costs varied from 17.6% in 2001
to a litle less than 18% in 2013 (Official Statistic of Japan,
2014). The significant intercultural difference in the monthly
use of resources for funding one’s own housing can be indica-
tive of the participants’ varying expectations and options for
entering the home-ownership world. As regards the level of
agreement of participants living with their parents for an
extended period of time, everyone expresses a high level of
satisfaction (the average level of agreement for the Serbs and
Japanese is a high 4.0). This can be interpreted in the light
of the results of Ramov§’ study (2013) showing that, among
the inhabitants of Slovenia older than 50, there is a prevailing
opinion that the old and the young understand one another
equally well. According to Lavri¢ (2011), young Slovenians
have one of the best relationships with their parents in the
European Union. Research also shows that in Slovenia, in ad-
dition to unfavourable conditions on the labour market and
the duration of education, other reasons contributing to the
long period of intergenerational living are mainly the relatively
favourable conditions of living with one’s parents (who mostly
live in houses) and the resulting reluctance of young people to
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risk poverty in the early period of starting their own house-
hold (Lavri¢, 2011).

With regard to the financial resources for buying a home in
this category of participants, Slovenians express the highest
level of agreement concerning financing through loans (their
level of agreement is 2.08), whereas the Serbs and Japanese also
count on their own financial resources (the level of agreement
is 1.80 and 1.71, respectively). Studies often show that younger
Slovenian generations decide to buy a home with financial re-
sources other than their own (Cvijanovi¢, 2010; Temeljotov
Salaj & Crne, 2010; Grum & Cebular, 2015), because the
banks” housing loan products have grown with the develop-
ment of mortgage loans. With maturity of up to 30 years up
to the age of 75, it is possible to raise the necessary funds to
buy an average home even with an average personal income. A
mortgage loan may be secured with any unencumbered prop-
erty located in Slovenia, even a property that is the subject
of a purchase. Financial institutions take different approaches
to breaking down the insurance market, particularly based on
motivation for obtaining protection when it comes to loans.
The German insurance company Alte Leipzinger bases its clas-
sification on the need for providing for the family, provisioning
for old age, the needs of persons with above-average incomes,
the needs of persons with below-average incomes, independent
professions and special needs. In case of Slovenia, where the
ratio between the active and the retired population amounted
to 1.64 : 1 in 2010, these studies showed a strong trend of
anticipated assistance from the older generation in helping
young people secure their first housing. However, a study by
Bostjan Kerbler (2014) shows that bridging any structural gaps
between the built environment and population ageing is of
key importance. One of the main features of housing meet-
ing the needs of an ageing society identified by the study is
ensuring the appropriate accessibility of housing and essential
and affordable services. In this respect, the two generations
can establish a co-dependence to solve the problem. Hsuan
Hsu (2006) studied how household ownership affected hous-
ing policy, discovering that one of the characteristics of Japan
as an Asian country was the social phenomenon of the inter-
generational transfer of title, which could explain the possible
high expectations of financial assistance from relatives.

As regards the state’s regulatory measures and assisting young
people in gaining housing independence, the highest level of
agreement was expressed by the Japanese (the average level of
agreement is 2.79), whereas the lowest level of agreement was
expressed by the Serbs (the average level of agreement is 1.60).
Jan Rouwendal and Simonetta Longhi (2008) attribute this
difference to the variable that, in psychological terms, gener-
ally reflects consumers’ feelings of optimism or pessimism. Al-
though the economic sentiment indicator in Slovenia has sta-



Intergenerational living: An intercultural comparison

bilised and recorded a slight growth in 2013 and although the
construction confidence indicator is also settling down (Sta-
tistical Office of the Republic of Slovenia, 2014), that does
not necessarily mean that the participants’ expectations will
follow this trend (Grum, 2014). The buyers' confidence in
the property market is also slowly returning in Japan and the
residential property market is thus expected to recover (Glob-
al Property Guide, 2015). The consumer confidence indica-
tor (Economic and Social Rescarch Institute, 2014) in Japan
calculated based on monthly surveys showed that consumer
confidence decreased consistently in 2006, 2007 and 2008 but
later stabilised. The state’s regulatory measures also affect the
age of the individual’s entry into his or her own household.
Research (Deutsch et al,, 2005) shows that the average age of
a Japanese person entering his or her own houschold is close
to 40 years, which is high compared to other counties. This
is thought to be the result of Japan’s banking policy, which
allows a maximum encumbrance on one’s personal income of
up to 25% and a minimum personal interest in the purchase
of property of up to 20% of the property value, and of high
property prices. Housing accessibility is not only problematic
in terms of the encumbrance of one’s income with housing
expenses, but it is also reflected in the supply of appropriate
housing (Mandi¢, 2009). Houscholds are faced with a clearly
insufficient supply of housing in the low-cost sector, low avail-
ability of company housing, expensive market rental housing
and high private housing prices (Mandi¢, 2009; Gibson, 2013).
Unfavourable economic trends since 2008 have changed eco-
nomic activity in all three countries under study. According
to Alenka Kajzer (2009), this has had a significant impact on
the labour market and has also brought about changes in pay
trends. Due to the rising unemployment, Slovenia responded
by strengthening its active labour market policy programmes.
Two intervention laws aimed at job preservation were passed.
The Partial Subsidising of Full-Time Work Act was adopted
in January 2009 (Sln. Zakon o delnem subvencioniranju pol-
nega delovnega éasa, Ur. 1. RS,, no. 5/2009) and the Partial
Reimbursement of Payment Compensation Act (Sln. Zakon
o delnem povracilu nadomestila plate, Ur. 1. RS,, no. 42/2009)
was adopted at the end of May the same year. In 2009, the
Japanese government responded to the crisis with a stimula-
tive measure worth 173 billion US dollars, more than all the
measures taken in 2008 combined (Global Property Guide,
2009). All of this affected the real gross domestic product
rate. The research conducted by Wong and Hiu (2006) has
produced some very interesting results. Ninety-five per cent
of Japanese participants indicated that, when deciding on a
property purchase, factors such as the economic situation, the
interest rate and family income were important, but they al-
most completely ignored the question of the unemployment
rate that, at the time when the survey was being carried out,
was very high. Our results are therefore inconsistent with the
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results of the study cited by Klanj$ek (2014), which showed
that, compared to other post-Yugoslav countries, young Slo-
venians were more pessimistic about the country’s future eco-
nomic situation. However, the low level of agreement among
Serbs (as well as Slovenians) regarding the state’s regulatory
measures and its assistance to young people in gaining their
housing independence can be interpreted in the light of the
findings of the quantitative rescarch by Andrej Naterer (2011)
suggesting that young people (generation Y) experience the
situation they have found themselves in as relatively unfavoura-
ble and difficult, particularly when comparing themselves with
generation X (or the baby boomers). Young people think that
growing up was easier for the preceding generations and that
it used to be a social project that provided everything they
believe one needed for his or her independence: a job, a home
and a pension. As a result, young people today see society as
an undependable and sometimes even a treacherous partner
with which a formal legal contract needs to be concluded to
work together, as trust and good relations no longer suffice.
Thus, parents once again become important partners for young
people and, as Naterer (2011) points out, intergenerational
living does not seem to be an indication of “being spoilt” or
permissive parenting, but rather a form of good intergenera-
tional collaboration.

Our research thus confirms our hypothesis that the young and
the old living together as an extended family is not in itself
an indicator of intergenerational symbiosis and solidarity, but
rather a reflection of the wider social and cultural processes
regulating the life of society as a whole and the lives of indi-
viduals.

5 Conclusion

Economic, social, cultural, political and demographic changes
have a significant impact on traditional family, on social, struc-
tural and intergenerational relationships, which is also reflect-
ed in the increasingly current problem of shared households
or young families living with their parents for longer periods.
The article thus explores the structural factors and individual
reasons behind young people living in a shared household
with their parents for an extended period. In this context, we
were analysing their wishes, purpose, manner and expectations
after moving out and “going it alone”. We were interested in
finding out if they believe the state should implement regula-
tory measures to help them with this. Our hypothesis is that
the young and old living together as an extended family is
not in itself an indicator of intergenerational symbiosis and
solidarity, but rather a reflection of wider social and cultural
processes regulating the life of society as a whole and the lives
of individuals. The main research tool used was the question-
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naire which we developed ourselves. The study was carried out
in three different cultural environments: Slovenia, Serbia and
Japan. The study was conducted among 1,006 Slovenian, 385
Serbian and 264 Japanese participants. The sample consisted
of participants between 20 and 40, selected by gender, educa-
tion, social and economic status, marital or family status, living
environment and cultural identity.

The results show statistically significant differences based on
the gender of young people living in a shared household. Fe-
male participants are prevalent in Serbia and Slovenia (the av-
crage level of agreement is 1.24), but male participants in this
structure predominate in Japan (the average rate of agreement
is 1.43). This points to significant demographic changes in
Japanese society in the last ten years. Statistically significant dif-
ferences can be seen in the question concerning the anticipated
assistance from the state as part of its regulatory measures. The
highest level of agreement was expressed by the Japanese (the
average level of agreement is 2.79), whereas the lowest level
of agreement was expressed by the Serbs (the average level of
agreement is 1.60). Researchers attribute this difference to the
variable that, in psychological terms, reflects consumers’ feel-
ings of optimism or pessimism. Although the economic senti-
ment indicator and the construction confidence indicator in
Slovenia appear to be settling down, that does not necessarily
mean that the participants’ expectations will follow this trend.
When it comes to Japan, the buyers’ confidence in the property
market is returning and the residential property market is also
expected to recover in the near future. The consumer confi-
dence indicator in Japan shows that consumer confidence has
been increasing since 2013. Statistically significant differences
can also be seen in terms of the expressed satisfaction with the
current housing conditions, the expressed sense of independ-
ence, family status, monthly expenditure for housing and the
planned main resources when purchasing one’s own property.
In terms of the expressed level of agreement of participants
living with their parents for an extended period of time, the
highest level of satisfaction was expressed by the Serbs and
the Japanese (the average level of agreement being a high 4.0),
whereas in terms of the financial resources for buying a home,
Slovenian participants express the highest level of agreement
concerning financing through loans (the level of agreement
is 2.08), whereas Serbian and Japanese participants are also
counting on their own financial resources (the level of agree-
ment is 1.80 and 1.71, respectively). Hsu (2006) studied how
household ownership affected the housing policy, discovering
that one of the characteristics of Japan as an Asian country
was the social phenomenon of the intergenerational transfer
of title, which could explain the high expectations of financial
assistance from relatives. However, we have established that
the significant intercultural difference in the monthly use of
funds for housing can be indicative of the participants varying
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expectations and options to enter the home-ownership world
or an independent household.

The study showed that, despite the fact that they get along
relatively well, young people living in a shared household
with their parents still want to “go it alone” and they expect
greater help from the state, through regulatory measures and
fairly distributed social assistance between the “young” and the
“old” generations, to create social and housing policies that are
fairer and friendlier to young families. This would reduce the
pressure on the family and the potential for conflict within
it, as well as the potential for conflict between the state and
the family. And, as Richard Sendi (2013) points out, over-
crowded housing causes, among other things, discomfort and
health issues, which is why Slovenia must act quickly, taking
into consideration the latest approaches to housing planning
and ensuring the appropriate standards. The study also shows
that the important steps in the traditional transition to adult-
hood appear in a slightly different order to that characteristic of
older generations: first finishing school, followed by entering a
stable labour market, moving away from home and only then
starting one’s own family. In this respect, the state should not
forget about the importance of independence in relation to
the country’s fertility. This correlation is also confirmed by the
case of Japan, where the average age of young people gaining
their independence is the highest of the three cultures under
study (40 years). Another characteristic of Japan is that it is
the fastest-ageing society. Young people think that growing up
was easier for older generations and that it used to be a social
project that provided everything they believe one needed for
his or her independence: a job, a home and a pension. As
a result, young people today see society as an undependable
and sometimes even a treacherous partner with which a for-
mal legal contract needs to be concluded to work together, as
trust and good relations no longer suffice. Thus, parents once
again become important partners for young people and, as Na-
terer (2011) points out, intergenerational living does not seem
to be an indication of “being spoilt” or permissive parenting,
but rather a form of good intergenerational collaboration. Our
research thus confirms our hypothesis that the young and the
old living together as an extended family is not in itself an in-
dicator of intergenerational symbiosis and solidarity, but rather
a reflection of the wider social and cultural processes regulat-
ing the life of society as a whole and the lives of individuals.
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