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This study reviews Istvän Bibo, one of the greatest thinkers in the field of political science in 
Hungary during the 20th century, and his ideas on self-determination and self governance. Al-
though Bibo did not use the term "(ethnic) minority autonomy", he placed it into the perspective 
of self-governance. The author focuses on three important issues raised by Istvän Bibo: firstly, he 
analyses the theoretical-historic emergence of the principle of self-governance, then he studies 
the character of and the problems attached to this principle, and finally, he presents an institu-
tional option linked to the principle of self-governance: political arbitration. 
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ISTVÄN B I B O O SAMOUPRAVI 

Študija predstavlja pregled dela Istvdna Biba, enega največjih madžarskih mislecev 20. stoletja 
na področju političnih ved, in njegove ideje o samoodločbi in samoupravi. Čeprav ni uporabljal 
izraza "(etnična) manjšinska avtonomija", jo je postavil v okvir samouprave. Avtor se osredoto-
či na tri pomembne probleme, kijih je zastavil Istvän Bibo: najprej analizira teoretičnozgodo-
vinski pojav principa samouprave, nato razišče značilnosti in probleme, ki so povezani s tem 
principom, končno pa predstavi institucionalno možnost, povezano s principom samouprave: 
politično arbitražo. 

Ključne besede: Istvän Bibo, samouprava, ustavni, pravni vidiki etničnih konfliktov, manjšin-
ska avtonomija, manjšinske pravice/človekove pravice, politična arbitraža 



INTRODUCTION 

Historians usually say that it is dangerous to learn history from Biboi but it is 
compulsory to study his historic approach? We do not have much space here to 
introduce Bibo's colorful historic approach; we would like to focus on one of its 
components. In one of his extensively quoted works, Bibo wrote that - occasion-
ally - history produces "great fluid moments", when the direction of the given 
periods could be turned away. "These are the moments - quoted by Bibo - when 
relatively not much or nothing is necessary, when both everything and its oppo-
site seems to be possible" (Bibo 1990(a) : 332). If this change takes place, the fol-
lowing events will be directed into a common direction for a while. We can claim 
that Bibo was aware of the historic role of "supernatural structures",^ but unlike 
his numerous contemporaries, he was not a bigoted determinist, he did not par-
ticipate in the choir singing the false song of "irresistible necessity".4 We can see 

1 Bibo, Istvan, Junior (Budapest, 7 August, 1911-Budapest, 10 May, 1979. ) He graduated in legal studies from 
the Szeged University, where he obtained his doctorate. He studied in Vienna, Geneva and The Hague on state 
scholarships during the 1930s. Later he worked at the Ministry of Justice, and simultaneously he gave lectures 
at the Szeged and the Kolozsvar (today: Cluj-Napoca) Universities, too. After the German occupation (March 19, 
1944), until his arrest on 16 October, 1944, he worked as an officer in the Ministry, issued free-passes for Jews. -
From 1946 on, he worked as the professor of political science at the Faculty of Law of the Szeged University. 
In the same year he was elected as corresponding member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. - After the 
Communist take-over in 1948 he was dismissed from his membership in the Academy and his professorship 
also came to an end by the end of 1950. He was working as a librarian from 1951 onwards. - During the 1956 
revolution he became minister of state on 3 November, 1956. On 4 November he held talks with the Soviet 
troops occupying the Parliament and he only left the building on 6 November. On 9 November, still function-
ing as minister of state, he worked out a draft "for the compromising solution of the Hungarian case". In 1957, 
he forwarded a note titled "Hungary's position and the world" to the West. He was arrested on 23 May 1957 
and was sentenced to life imprisonment and confiscation of property for illegal organizing activity against the 
political system on 2 August 1958. He received amnesty on 27 March 1963 and worked as a librarian until his 
retirement in 1971. He died of a heart attack in 1979. His intellectual work focused on issues of legal philoso-
phy, international law, administration science, political science and history of politics. - His attitude and his 
moral courage during dictatorships became exemplary. Due to his scientific work, we respect him as one of 
the greatest Hungarian thinkers. His most important works: Az europai egyensülyröl es bekerol (On European 
Balance and Peace, 1943-44 );A kelet-europai kisallamok nyomorüsäga (The Distress of the Eastern European 
Small States, 1946); Zsidokerdes Magyarorszägon 1944 utän (The Jewish Question in Hungary After 1944, 
1948); Az europai tärsadalomfejlodes ertelme (The Meaning of the Social Development of Europe, 1971 - 72); 
A nemzetközi ällamközösseg benultsäga es annak orvossägai (The Paralyses of International Institutions and 
the Remedies, 1965-1974). - His collected works were published only after his death; many of his important 
works were published only in these volumes. 

2 The best known (and maybe the sharpest) debate is between the consensual stance of the historians and 
Bibo's position regarding the compromise in 1867. Bibo thought that the compromise hurt Hungarian sover-
eignty in the fields of independent foreign policy and the independent military, with other words in those 
areas, where independence can fail in critical moments (for "the dead-end of the Compromise" see: Bibo 1986 
(c): 582-596). 

3 I borrowed the term "supernatural structures" from J. C. Alexander Q. C. Alexander 1996: 18). 

4 I. Berlin - who in 1961 sent a telegram to Ferenc Münnich, the then Hungarian prime minister, requesting 
Bibo's release (Denes 2004: 63) - writes in connection with the idea of "irresistible necessity": "This is one of 



he thought that sometimes history can offer special opportunities, in which the 
acting option of the actors in history, as well as their responsibility, would grow 
at a highly increased rate. The realization of these historic, but fleeting moments 
itself is the function of the "human factor", the turning of history into a "good" 
perspective is even more. Bibo did not deny the role of a "human factor" in non-
"fluid moments" of history, on the contrary. Even at the time of darkest dictator-
ships he considered the acting courage important, which was verified "action 
talk"5 and exemplary of his own course of life. 

When we examine Bibo's statements from the perspective of this historic 
approach, then we can think of his thoughts on self-governance firsthand. This 
line of topics can be found in his great work The Paralysis of the International 
Institutions and the Remedies (hereinafter: Paralysis), written between 1965 
and 1974, which was given a subtitle including the conceptual triplet of Self-
Governance, Great- power Agreement, Political Arbitration. The source of this, as 
well as other writings by Bibo, was the one written in 1944, On European Balance 
and Peace^^ (Bibo 1986(a): 295-635). Bibo returned to its problem-raising state-
ments, occasionally to its text variants, in later periods of his intellectual career 
Half or actually two-thirds of the Paralysis was published abroad in English during 
Bibo's lifetime.7 

Reading the mentioned work, we can see that there is no coherent, lengthy 
text devoted to minority autonomy. However, the chain of ideas in Paralysis^ 

the great alibis, that can be good for those who are unable or do not want to face the fact of human responsibil-
ity, the existence of the limited, but still existing real space of human liberty" (I. Berlin 1990: 332). To support 
his way of thinking, he quotes a statement by Brandeis: "Irresistible is often the thing which we cannot resist" 
(ibid). But Bibo himself criticizes the concepts referring to the development of politics - including Marxism as 
well - that define themselves as "science". "Nothing is more dangerous in politics, theory and practice - states 
Bibo - than if ... such a concept simply declares itself as scientific and deludes its believers with false and mis-
leading certainties, for which there is no place in that field. Anyone living in such misleading certainties lives 
necessarily in a false position" (Bibo 1986(e ): 8). 

5 A term by Endre Nagy (Nagy 2004: 33). 

6 The most important part of this grand-scale work - which Bibo dedicated to the memory of G. Ferrero, who 
is to be mentioned later - was published as a separate work: A nemetpolitikai hiszteria okai es törtenete/ The 
Political Hysteria in Germany (Bibo 1986(a) : 365-482). 

7 The Paralysis of International Institutions and the Remedies. 1976. Harvester (Bibo, Jr. 1990: 793-794). A 
letter sent to his friend, Andras Revai in London, informs us about the circumstances of the birth of this work, 
Bibo's stance at that time, his planned projects (Bibo 1990(b) : 241-263). 

8 Gabor Kardos reviewed the work from the perspective of international law. In his work Kardos pointed out 
that Bibo was aware of the extent to which "Cold War" prevented the settlement of international disputes, but 
he did not treat the notion of "Cold War" as a reason for failure. In Kardos' opinion, Bibo was right, as "... the 
issues pertinent to national development have not been resolved, could not be solved simply with the end of 
Cold War" (Kardos 2004: 47). 



forming a central element f rom the perspective of self-governance 9 and the issue 
of minority autonomyio occurs, this accounts for the topic of my presentation. 
Such as in his numerous, other writings, Bibo examined the principle of self-gov-
ernance in a wider perspective in Paralysis, not forgetting the adaptation of this 
perspective to the institutional reality. 

Consequently, our study focuses on three topics: 

Firstly, I examine the theoretic-historic occurrence of the self-governance prin-
ciple, then I analyze the nature and the problem of realization of the principle of 
self-governance, 2.nd finally I intend to introduce political arbitration, an institu-
tional opt ion related to the principle of self-governance. 

THE OCCURENCE OF THE PRINCIPLE OF SELF-GOVERNANCE 

Turning to the first issue, we start with Bibo's concept of legitimacy. He distin-
guished two types: contextual 2Lnd formal legitimacy. Constitution and interna-
tional law forms, for the relation between states, the formal type of legitimacy, 
while the base of contextual legitimacy is provided by the 'basic organizational 
principles' based on natural law. 

The principles themselves are not independent of time and space, but change 
historically. At this point, Bibo turns for help to the already ment ioned Italian 
historian, Guglielmo Ferrero and his famous argument on the different historic 
types oflegitimacy.il According to Ferreroi^ four principles of legitimacy i3 pre-
vailed during the course of history: "electoral, hereditary, aristocratic-monarchic, 
and democratic principles" (Ferrero 2001: 51). These principles were fighting. 

9 Gabor Koväcs examined Bibo's concept of "self-determination" in the context of "nation" and "nationalism" 
(Kovacs 2004(a): 53-55). 

10 In the already cited letter, sent from Bibo to Andras Revai (Bibo 1990 (b): 244), it turns out that the former 
was interested in "disputed territorial issues" from his childhood, in which memories related to the fall of the 
"historic Hungary" played a vital role. (By "historic Hungary" the pre-1918 Hungary was meant, both in the 
public discourse and Bibo's use.) 

11 Ferrero applies the concept of "legitimacy" in its consensual sense. "All in all, legitimacy principles are the 
justifications of power, that is the right for control" (Ferrero 2001: 51). 

12 Ferrero had a great influence on Bibo, Bibo was even his student in Geneva in 1934-35, then in 1938, they 
met again at the time of the Munich-accord (Ferenczi 1993: 48-49). Bibo's "Ferrero-reconstruct" - with legiti-
macy as a core concept - was reviewed by Gabor Kovacs (Kovacs 2004(b): 14-15). 

13 Ferrero interpreted the category of "principles" in his quoted work. "What are these principles? They 
are characterized by being transcendency-free, just and rational, though under certain conditions, and may 
become absurd if these conditions are absent, and they are unable to force themselves to human spirit imme-
diately and irresistibly" (Ferrero 2001: 52). 



but mixing as well, with each other. Bibo, modifying Ferrero's principles, set two 
principles of legitimacy: 

a.) the "old" organizing principle of monarchic-feudal legitimacy, providing a 
base for the legitimacy of the rule of the monarchs ruling by the grace of 
God, and 

b.) the "new" democratic organizing principle replacing the old one, the prin-
ciple of self-governance of the nationsM 

There should be no doubt which principle Bibo felt sympathy for, but this sym-
pathy did not prevent him from admitting objectively: although the First World 
War overthrew the "old" principle, the peace system of Versailles, "compared to 
its own principles, was significantly more disharmonic than the old monarchic-
feudal system of legitimacy in its heyday" (Bibo 1990(a): 331). The "new" principle 
turned more disharmonic, i5 because it was never applied consistently. Mainly due 
to this deficiency, unproductive debates/conflicts took place between advocates 
of the full status quo and of permanent border revision during the interwar-
period. 

The principle of self-governance was not applied by the political regime based 
on the "old" - type legitimacy. After a lost battle, a monarch ruling by the grace of 
God, such as Francis Joseph, handed over/exchanged/transferred etc. the disput-
ed area with the population living on it, let them be "minorities" or "majorities". 
With this act he transferred the loyalty of his ex-subjects to the new ruler Although 
this type of legitimacy worked for so long,i6 it was valid as long as the residents of 
the disputed area were "subjects", not "citizens". This change in their status took 
place when the "general democratic idea of liberty" became general, of which the 
principles of national sovereignty and self-governance can be derived. With the 
"new" type of legitimacy being general, the system of "transferring areas without 
asking nations" could not be applied, as this would have contradicted to the form-
ing democratic values. 

14 Bibo gives an illustration for the first, "old" type of legitimacy quoting Francis-Joseph's aphoristic saying 
that he allegedly said after the lost Solferino battle: "I have lost the battle, I will hand down the province" (Bibo 
1990 (a): 314-315). 

15 Bibo - on Ferrero's track - considered the Congress of Vienna the most successful application of monar-
chic-feudal legitimacy principle in the modern age, as "it applied the conciliatory method of territorial changes 
and transactions" (Bibo: 1990 (a): 318). That was exactly why he regarded the "real" weakness of the Congress 
of Vienna that there were "some points, where it did not cipply its own principle consequently" (ibid). 

16 However, Bibo discussed not only this dual legitimacy, but transitional forms as well, such as "the compro-
mise of monarchic-feudal legitimacy with the national principle" (Bibo 1990 (a): 319-322). 



REALIZATION OF THE SELF-GOVERNANCE PRINCIPLE 

Turning now to our second issue, we can state that the self-governance princi-
ple occurred as a result of the democratization procedure in Modern Age. When 
it started to be applied during the build-out of the Versailles peace treaty system, 
it raised serious doubts. As we have seen, Bibo joined the critiques, as he criticized 
the inconsistent application of the principle. However, there were other counter-
arguments, as well. It is worth considering to what extent can the application 
of the self-governance principle be reconciled with the requirement of creating 
"higher integrations". In his opinion, one form of "higher integration" can be the 
"world state", while the other can be the federation. 

He analyses the peaceful form of the birth of the "world state", the aspects 
of his analysis were dual, institutional on the one hand, social stratificational 
on the other As for the former, Bibo reviewed such institutions that were neces-
sary for the existence of a working "world state". Among these, he mentioned an 
"administrative apparatus with single spirit and official sense of vocation" and 
"an unconditionally loyal, strong and efficient armed force" (Bibo 1990 (a): 376). 
However, Bibo was skeptic about the birth/operation of the institutions men-
tioned. "Those who speak so easily and optimistically about a world government 
and world police force, usually do not think it over how long education and tradi-
tion - creation will result in correct, army obeying civilian authorities, and how 
little time is needed for the corruption of such a sensible instrument. If all these 
cannot be created beside a world government relatively quickly, then the world-
scale central power hardly means more than another center of violence, threaten-
ing with the most dangerous conflicts and disorganization, among others" (ibid). 
From a stratificational perspective, the "world state" would go with "a high level, 
exclusive, worldwide elite coming to power", a change Bibo was unable to accept. 
In his opinion, the birth of the civil society went together with the change "from 
the rule of the traditional elites, having prestige of birth and wealth, to the society 
based on materialistic production", but the program of turning into a "worldwide 
elite" "will become saturated with a number of power and rule demands, while 
the real production elite is characterized by the lack of the ruling attitude, as for 
the objective value of its production, it needs it significantly less than the old ones 
with privileges" (Bibo 1990(a): 377).Accordingly, he considered the "programs 
of world dictatorships and the elite rule" nothing but a modern edition of the old 
social organization principles of "monarchism" and "aristocratism". Therefore, 

17 This idea was worked out by Bibo in his earlier works, it can be found in his Elit es szociälis erzek in its most 
graphic form. In this book he even linked the two categories: "it is the social sense of the leading stratum that is 
the condition and a proper tool for solving successfully social problems and crises" (Bibo 1986(b): 223). 



for Bibö, the birth and operation of a "world state" and a "world elite" were 
problematic not because he considered their realization "Utopist", he considered 
their realization a mere "administrative technique", but it was not. One should 
not put emphasis on "power, rule, their dimensions and outer techniques" that 
contradicts the "valid form" of legitimacy, based on "popular sovereignty and self-
governance" (Bibö 1990 (a): 381). 

Although Bibö had a better opinion of the other type of higher integration, 
that is federation, he did not think of this as a panacea, either Federation is also 
"one branch of democratic liberty idea, as the principle of self-governance." 
However, Bibö's opinion in connection with federation was that he considered 
federation a road leading "towards a bigger, viable, higher integration", with the 
effect that different "parts of nations divided by national conflicts" will be offered 
federation, instead of clearing the disputed issues, or wanting to maintain unvi-
able federations. 

A critique of the "Realpolitik" nature was voiced against the principle of self-
governance saying that its practical application would be "subversive", in other 
words, those intending to secede from a given state could "destabilize" the state 
borders, they would thereby be in conflict with another important principle, the 
"inviolability of the territorial integrity of states". As a response, Bibö stated that 
the principle of self-governance had a "subversive" and a "justifying/stabilizing" 
role during the course of history. The "subversive role" means that the self-gov-
ernance principle's effect "goes beyond" the pertinent population and it extends 
to other countries, while its justifying/stabilizing role means that it is capable of 
"supporting" the "actual conditions" or stabilizing the changes, desirable for it, 
within a relatively short period of time (Bibö 1990(a): 403). The two functions can-
not be separated from each other; their relationship is reflecting a more historic 
order 

In Bibö's view, confrontation of both self-governance and the inviolability of 
the territorial integrity of states is not acceptable, because conflict seems to exist 
between an organizing principle - self-governance - and an actually existing insti-
tutional reality - territorial stability. This conflict, therefore, is apparent, because 
tension here is between a principle and its practical realization, contextual and 
formal legitimacy, while the institute itself is not entitled to annul the principle 
which it is based on. 

Bibö further emphasizes that the application of self-governance may lead to 
the stability of a greater degree, instead of endless conflicts. However, in his opin-

i s It can be seen that in Bibö's quoted argument he discussed such issues that have been part of the discourse 
on globalization for a while. 



ion, the latter is not valued properly, but it is to be thanked for the fact that the 
majority of people belong to the states they want to belong to. 

In order to "channel" the principle of self-governance, there is a need for an 
institutional arrangement of peaceful procedures, as the existing "international 
political dispute settlement procedures" proved to be insufficient. This claim pro-
vides an opportunity for reviewing these procedures and institutes that proved 
to be insufficient. 

These procedures still including war have become "absurd", "international 
police force" preempting war acted "rarely and with moderate success", interna-
tional treaties "role to legitimate territorial changes decreased, recognition of 
new states was done randomly, a wide range acceptance of the population reset-
tlement would minimize nations" command of their own land, post-World War 
II institutions of the international law (UN Security Council, the mediatory role 
of the General Secretary, UN International Court) were considered insufficient 
for an effective settlement of the disputes, institution of the unbiased interna-
tional political court of arbitration he favored had not been settled (Bibo 1990 
(a): 419-421). 

Actually, Bibo mentions three such institutes that he considers being in accord 
with the principle of self-governance: uprising (war of independence) and its 
"weaker" form, civil disobedience, referendum, minority rights and regional self-
governments secured internationally. 

With respect to the first one he mentions, i.e. that the phenomenon of states 
becoming independent has evolved over the times, even against such a power 
that penalizes such movements to the utmost, condemnation by the international 
community appears, but he sees less chance for the conventional background of 
the legal background to evolve than for war The risk of escalating the conflict can 
result in tragedy in those countries where certain population wants to break off 
from the motherland by an uprising. Another adequate institution of the principle 
of self-governance is referendum. Referendum is indisputably a peaceful, demo-
cratic institution; therefore there is no doubt that it is in accordance with Bibo's 
values. On the other hand, the referendum held at the Saar-region raised serious 
doubts in him, as it threw a population of 300 000 at the mercy of a "gangster-gov-
ernment" (Bibo 1990(a): 457). 

In Bibo's view, the institution itself was not discredited by this, but he had 
reservations about it. He considered the "formulation of the question" of key 
importance, what the aims were. "By the help of questions formulated in bad faith 
- states Bibo - by leaving out alternatives expressing the wish of the whole or vital 
part of the population, it can serve directly to impede the will of the people to 
prevail, and prevents the smooth way of nation building" (Bibo 1990(a): 455). 



Bibö considered the manipulative options of the referendum as well. 

He considers the minority statutes and regional self-governments as the third 
institution in accord with the principle of self-governance, but he has his word of 
criticism. The shape of the legal procedure, the level (international or national) 
of the legal regulation meaning a normative solution are all indifferent to him, 
because as he says, "internal legal regulation is enough on behalf of a serious, 
responsible state, international commitment on behalf of an irresponsible govern-
ment does not count much" (Bibö 1990(a): 448). However, for this institution to 
be capable of working, there is a need for "a very delicate psychological balance 
as well" (Bibö 1990(a): 449). 

"It is necessary - says Bibö - for the majority state power having minorities to 
refrain voluntarily from forcing the appearance of enthusiastic patriotism, break-
ing the primary national loyalty of the minority, whether by direct or indirect 
force, and even in spite o / the minority's shared loyalty, the majority shall provide 
discrimination-free, even treatment for them, and extra minority rights. On the 
other hand, the minority population must be aware of their obligation to 'pay' 
for the discrimination-free, even treatment, realistic minority rights and territorial 
self-government with a certain correct citizen's loyalty, and this correct attitude 
must also be demonstrated by the neighboring 'ethnically identical' country in 
question" (ibid). 

Accordingly, the "majority state power" has a hope of winning the uncertain 
loyalty of the minority nation, having a consciousness different from the majori-
ty's national consciousness, in proportion with its courage to provide minority 
rights or even territorial self-governance. One must keep in mind that all these 
can be followed by either the stabilization of the situation and strengthening of 
the minority population's correct citizen loyalty, or the increase of the secession 
movement. On the other hand, in the proportion of the degree to which it refuses 
to provide these rights, it will face the threat of turning a minority movement, 
earlier satisfied with limited minority rights and self-government, into a secession 
national movement, due to the refusal of these rights, and in the same proportion 
(Bibö 1990(a): 450). 

Providing minority self-government is not the cause of the secession endeavor, 
as the representatives of the minority self-government, being afraid of it, tend to 
think, but the dynamics of the nation-building, of which "the experience of being 
oppressed" can be an important component (Bibö 1990(a): 451). 

In spite of all his regards, Bibö thinks that this institution - even in the case of 
a successful application - can be considered as a substitute only for the principle 
of self-governance (ibid). 



POLITICAL ARBITRATION 

Forming the third thematic unit of our lecture, a question arises: is there such 
an institution at all that, in Bibo's view, is capable o/settling the disputes related to 
the realization of the principle of self-governance? In his opinion, there is no such 
institute in existence yet, but it can be created. This institution is the international 
political arbitration. This institution which is to be formed is different from nor-
mal international jurisdiction in the sense that one is of political, the other of legal 
nature, but in the sense that one is made up of elected, the other of regular judges, 
one proceeds according to the regulations of international law, the other would 
decide upon fairness. In his view, the biggest difference is in \he function, politi-
cal arbitration can be exceptional proceedings, whereas the other is permanent. 

Bibo sketched the basic character of this institution and the possible organiza-
tional structure: 

1./ such an organ must have exceptional powers; 

2./ in spite of its exceptional character, it must be institutional in order to 
develop an undisturbed practice; 

3./ it must be impartial and independent; 

4./ in spite of its impartiality and independence, it must be of political nature, 
but in terms of "momentary political practicability", in terms of judicium, 
political judgment (mho 1990(a): 510-511). 

Bibo also dealt with the issue regarding the question among whom could judg-
es be elected. He excluded two "extreme statuses" in advance: lawyers specializ-
ing in statutory international law and active politicians. Between the extremes, the 
range is quite wide, including professional diplomats, as well as political scientists 
and political journalists (e.g. Bertrand Rüssel, Salvador de Madariaga, and Walter 
Lippmann). 

What kind of case-types could belong to the power of such an organ? 

1./ First and foremost, border disputes; 

2./ statements on tests aimed at new "state creation", from the perspective 
whether the "planned" new state can be considered as a starting point of a 
continuous new nation formation; 

3./ limitation of rights of individual countries. Bibo here refers to the idea that 
arose several times during his time, i.e. that "where slaveholder absolutisms, 
political gangster bands, paranoid individual dictatorships, or frantic ruling 
trials, based on racial theory or other irrational ideologies, come to power", 
there boycotting the state is simply not enough, but limitation/suspension 
of rights could be a more effective tool (Bibo 1990(a): 513-514). 



The issue of the normativity of the arbitration court's rule, its obligatory force 
also surfaced. In case of the majority of rules, he considers binding force as a 
good solution, but he considers justified the opinion forming and the upholding 
rules, acknowledging the compromise already reached, as well (Bibo 1990(a): 
515-516). 

A good example of Bibo's sensitivity towards details and his caution is that 
he calculated with the political side effects and additional obligations of politi-
cal arbitration. He mentioned two important points of view. On the one hand, 
he referred that a state, which had a "benefit" from arbitration, shall be obligated 
to settle all its potential future debates by this institution. On the other hand, it 
can happen that the winner of the arbitration will be such a country, which does 
not respect the principle in its home affairs, upon which the beneficial decision 
was made. If it does so, not respecting even "the most basic human rights", then 
the suspension of the decision or the delaying of the execution can be justified. 
If there are objectable, but milder cases, then there would be the possibility for 
determining "smartly selected political conditions", such as general amnesty, 
smaller legal concessions (Bibo 1990(a): 518-519). 

Reaching the end of our study, we can state that Bibo, in this outstanding work, 
took seriously his own creed, pertinent to the duty of the intellectuals. it is the 
intellectuals' task to work out such social organizational techniques that can sup-
port the realization of the liberty program getting more complex, which spans 
through the whole of European social development. This development does not 
act by the force of "natural rights": this issue can be made successful, but - as it 
happened many times during the 20* century - it can be damaged or brought 
into a dead end. And we must be on a wrong way, or at least in a dead end, if in 
the field of ethnic conflicts, long-lasting results could be reached neither by blood 
and iron, in other words by war, nor by spring water and dough, in other words 
by peace. 

19 Bibo dealt with the "role of the intellectual" in many of his works, of which the majority has been referred 
to, although in different contexts, in this current study. Out of these, due to its topic-focused nature, Ertelmiseg 
es szakszerüseg, written in 1947, must be highlighted. In his work Bibo considered the role of the intellectual 
as an "eternal human role" (Bibo 1986(d): 515), and he considered the aspect of "competence" characteristic of 
the European culture which links "the professional aspect" to the "truly great society organizing importance" 
(Bibo 1986(d): 510). 
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