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»Ali nista vedela...?«

V danasnji Matejevi
evangeljski pripoved
lahko odkrijemo sledi
krs¢anskega »midrasac, to
je homilije, ki aktualizira
pripadajoce teolosko
sporocilo. Nesporno je
dejstvo, da se zgodba o
Modrih predstavlja kakor
mocan teoloski odlomek. D
Gre vsekakor za eno prvih razumevan;j Jezusove podobe v luci velike nodi,
»opremljene« s simboli¢nim in svetopisemskim aparatom prve kri¢anske
skupnosti. Stojimo pred zrelim, teolosko trdnim odlomkom, ki je namenjen
odraslim tako, da predstavlja pristno resni¢nost Jezusa iz Nazareta, izhajaje ne
iz njegove smrti, ampak iz njegovega rojstva.

»Pripoved se zdi kakor majhna zbirka svetopisemskih in rabinskih be-
sedil, ki predstavljajo mojstrovino 'midras' literature in v kateri se lahko
razpoznajo sledi osebnosti in dogodkov stare izraelske zgodovine. Poezija,
zgodovina, teologija, napravljajo to pripoved za pomemben tekst prvotne
kateheze, katere osnovni namen je poklic poganov k veri« (A. Lancellotti).

Modri prihajajo iz Vzhoda in utelesajo splosno mesijansko pri¢akovanje, ki
je resni¢na in lastna ¢lovedka razseznost bivanja. Kraljica iz Sabe, ki is¢e v
Jeruzalemu Salomonovo modrost, in Modri iz Medije ali Mezopotamije, ki se
napotijo k svetemu mestu, sta dve vzporedni poosebitvi ve¢nega nemira
¢loveka, ki lahko samo v Bogu najde mir. Vesolje samo s svojo tiho govorico
(Ps 19) je prvi vodnik pri tem iskanju. Tu je namrec zvezda, s katero so se toliko
ukvarjali eksegetiastronomi. Ta svetla vodnica, ki je pogosten navzoca kot
legendarni motiv v grko-rimskih naznanilih o kraljevskih in izrednih rojstvih



(Aleksander Veliki, Mitra, Avgust), ima v Svetem
pismu toc¢no dolocen pomen. Avtor se zaveda in se
naobraca na slavni svetopisemski tekst, ki so ga v
judovstvu brali pod mesijanskim vidikom.

Aramejski ali amonski modrec Bileam, ki mu je
kralj Baltik narocil, naj prekolne Izrael, ne more, da
ga ne bi blagoslovil, in vzklika: »Vidim ga, pa ne
sedaj, gledam ga, pa ne blizu. Zvezda vzhaja iz
Jakoba in Zezlo se vzdiguje iz Izraela« (4 Mz 24, 17).
Zvezda postane tako vedno bolj simbol mesijanske-
ga kralja in Razodetje imenuje Kristusa »jutranja
zvezda« (Raz 2, 28; 22,16). Lu¢ je dejansko ozadje
vsakega mesijanskega videnja, kakor poje Izaija v
svojem sijajnem spevu o Emanuelu: »Ljudstvo, ki je
hodilo v temi, je zagledalo veliko lu¢, nad prebivalci
v deZeli smrtne sence je zasvetila lu¢« (1 9,1). Lu¢
prezene temo, ki je simbol smrti in pomeni zacetek
novega stvarjenja.

Podobno se izrazi tudi prerok Mihej, ko zapise:
»In ti, Betlehem, dezela Judova, nikakor nisi
najmanjsi med Judovimi voditelji; iz tebe bo
namrec prisel vodnik, ki bo pasel moje ljudstvo
Izraela.« Izrael je namrec varuh tega najsvetlejsega
vodstva zvezde, ¢eprav ne zna razbrati globokega
pomena vsega tega. Pastirja, poslanega k izgublje-
nim ovcam Izraelove hise, bodo odkrili ti tujci, ki
»50 prisli z Vzhoda« in so doloceni, da bodo sedeli
pri mizi v veselju skupnosti z Bogom.

Zares, Matej podcrta »veliko veselje, s katerim
Modri sprejmejo njim namenjeno mesijansko
razodetje. V ozadju se rise seveda vedno bolj jasno
simbol uteleSenega zavrzenja drugega kralja, to je
Herod »in z njim ves Jeruzalem. Etnicni Izrael ni
vec »pravi Bozji Izrael«; vpisi v knjige krs¢encev
neke cerkve ne zado$cajo za odresenje.

Pozornost se osredotoci na »nove in prave
vernike«, na Modre. Stopijo v preprosto palaco tega
kralja, vidijo OdreSenikovo Mater in v sredini
Kristusa, pred katerem padejo na tla v liturgi¢nem
dejanju kri¢anske adoracije in ne le z gesto
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orientalskega cescenja. Njihovi darovi, znacilni za
koreografijo Rodovitnega polmeseca, odsevajo
ponovno kri¢ansko branje velike pesmi, ki jo
vsebuje danasnje prvo berilo: »MnoZica velblodov
te bo zagrnila ..., prisli bodo vsi iz Sabe. Zlata in
kadila bodo prinesli, Gospodovo hvalo bodo
oznanjali« (1z 60, 6).

Tako tudi branje speva z odpevom, psalma 72,
10: »Kralji s celine in z otokov bodo prinasali darove,
kralji z vzhoda in zahoda bodo placevali davek. Vsi
kralji se mu bodo klanjali.« Ceprav je ta simbolika
tuja matejevskemu besedilu, je pozneje Origen
natan¢no dolocil pomen darov: »Zlato mu je daro-
vano kot kralju, mira kot umrljivemu ¢loveku, kadilo
pa kot Bogux.

»Vrnili so se v svojo dezelo«: zadeva teh prvih
vernikov je koncana, toda njihova zgodba je simbol
vseh tistih, ki bodo v stoletjih pod vodstvom razu-
ma in bozje besede iskali Boga z iskrenim srcem.
Tujci in ubogi (pastirji) so privilegirani drzavljani
kraljestva, ki ga je obnovil Jezus iz Betlehema.

(prim. Oznanjevalec, 2004)

NOVOLETNO PRAZNOVANJE v DVORANI
SV. GREGORIJA VELIKEGA

Dolga leta se nasa skupnost zbere na
zadnji dan leta, da skupaj do¢akamo Novo
leto. Tako smo se tudi letos organizirali in
povabili e ¢lane drustva Slovenski park.
Skupaj smo skrbno nacrtovali to prireditev.
Vsakdo, ki organizira nekaj podobnega ve, da
je potrebno kar precej priprav, usklajevanja in
na koncu tudi dela, da vse dobi svojo obliko in
da so tudi gostje zadovoljni. Hvala vsem
prostovoljcem, ki so sodelovali tako v pripravi
kot tudi v izpeljavi vecera. Hvala tudi vsem, ki
so prispevali dobitke za Zrebanje. Za glasbeni
del je poskrbel ansambel SIBAJ in dodobra
razgibal obcinstvo.




Praznovanje smo zaceli s sveto maso v
cerkvi, kjer smo se Bogu zahvalili za preteklo
leto, za vse milosti in darove in se obenem
priporocili za leto, ki je pred nami, da bi nas
spremljal bozji blagoslov pri nasem delu.
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[ EPIPHANY OF THE LORD ]

Response:
Lord, every nation on earth will adore
you.

First Reading [saiah 60:1-6
The prophet sees the radiant light of God
shining forth and foresees people from
all over the world paying homage with
their precious gifts.

Second Reading Ephesians 3:2-3. 5-6
Paul has grasped the fact that in Christ
Jesus we all share the inheritance of
God’s promises.

Gospel Matthew 2:1-12
The wise men represent us all, and their
symbolic gifts enable Matthew to explain
this manifestation of God: Christ is priest,
prophet and king.

“We saw his star as it rose and have come to do
him homage.”

lllustration

Interest in astronomy dates back into the mists
of time and our ancient forebears had made re-
markable progress in plotting the course of the
moon and the stars as well as calculating the cycles

that establish the seasons of the year, long before
modern technology was able to provide us with the

| wealth of knowledge now available to us. We mar-
& | vel at the immensity of the universe surrounding us.

The light years that separate us from other galaxies
and their billions of stars leave us speechless. We
wonder at the complexity of it all and watch in
amazement rare experiences like total eclipses of
the sun as they produce eerie and mysterious sensa-

; tions.



Today's story from St Matthew’s Gospel provides
us with an insight into how men and women two
thousand years ago would stargaze and learnt to plot
the course of a journey in doing
so. It is worth pondering just how |
challenging journeys in those days
must have been. There were none
of the modern means of transport |
and travel, and yet we know that [
men and women had by then mi-
grated from one continent to an- |
other and trade routes were al- g
ready well established. Beasts of <
burden, like camels and donkeys, carrying not only the
travellers but their belongings, made long journeys
possible, yet the risks associated with such ventures
must have been enormous. This is the context of the
story which provides us with the backdrop to today’s
feast.

Gospel Teaching

It is no exaggeration to say that every story in-
cluded in the Gospels is there for the purpose of en-
lightening us and helping us enter more deeply into
the mystery of Christ. And, of course, each of the four
Gospels was written for particular Christian communi-
ties coping with the social circumstances in which they
found themselves. Matthew was writing for his own
Jewish people and one of his concerns was that they
grasped the fact that Jesus, while he had come to lib-
erate them, had also come to liberate all men and
women of all time.

Matthew is unique in giving us the story of the
wise men: mysterious travellers coming from the east,
an exotic part of the world full of mystery and mys-
tique. Having helped his own people make the neces-
sary connection with the prophecy about Bethlehem
being the place towards which they were heading, he
also links their journey with Isaiah’s prophetic vision of
the nations seeing the light and travelling to pay hom-

age with their gifts. The wise men are there precisely
to represent all of us and even their precious gifts are
of considerable significance. The gold points us to the
fact that the Christ child has come
to establish the kingdom of God.
' The incense reveals that he is no
A\ ordinary child but God's Son, while
47 the myrrh warns us of the disturb-
|ng prospect of h|s passion and

anomted after his death.

& Application

The Church has incorporated the wonderful
symbols of the wise men’s gifts into its liturgy. Just
think of how we use incense to remind us not only of
the preciousness of Christ’s presence in the sacra-
ments, but also of the preciousness of each and every
one of us. In the funeral rite the body, which has been
anointed in the sacraments, is incensed: a reminder
that our mortal bodies are destined for resurrection
because now we are Christ’s adopted brothers and
sisters and heirs to his kingdom. St Paul, after his con-
version, grasped the truth of all this and was at pains
for the rest of his life to make sure that everyone else
grasped it. Christ had come that the pagans, too,
could share the same inheritance as his own Jewish
ancestors.

In today’s world the invitation to you and me is
to be ever conscious of the need to reach out to every-
one and embrace all people as God’s precious chil-
dren. With so many displaced people travelling across
the world to avoid persecution, warfare and violence,
Pope Francis has appealed to us to see in them the
face of Christ and make them welcome. This feast of
the Epiphany of the Lord provides a wonderful oppor-
tunity for us to think again about the expansive and
all-embracing nature of God’s revelation to the world,
embodied in Jesus, and above all of what it means for
us to respond to the needs of our brothers and sisters.
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OBVESTILA - ANNOUNCEMENTS

PEVSKE VAJE

Pevske vaje za mesani
pevski zbor bodo v
cetrtek 10. januarja. Zbor bo pel pri masi v
nedeljo, 13. januarja, Jezusov krst.

Angleski zbor ima vajo vsako sredo po
vecerni masi. Vabljeni novi pevci.

DOGODKI V BLIZNJI PRIHODNOSTI

¢ 6.januar: St. Gregory the Great - Mass 10:00 a.m.

¢ 13.januar: Sava - Mass at 12:00 p.m., Triglav - St.
John the Divine - Mass at 4:00 p.m.

¢ 20. januar: Bled - Koline
¢ 20. januar: CSHS - Brown's Line Luncheon

¢ 27.januar: Lipa Park - Hunter's Luncheon - koline
& Kultiurni dan

¢ 9. februar - CSHS - Dom Lipa - AGM 10:00 a.m.

¢ 9. februar: St. Gregory the Great - Faise the Roof -
Fundraising event at 6:30 p.m.

¢ 10. februar: Sava - PreSeren's cultural Day - Mass
12:00 p.m, Dinner & Entertainment 1:00 p.m.

¢ 10.februar: Triglav - Mass 4:00 p.m. at St. John
the Divine

GIFT BEARERS - DAROVE PRINASAJO

¢ 6.januar 11:00 a.m.: Joe in Kathy Pr3a
¢ 13.januar 9:30 a.m.: Karl in Milka Ferko
¢ 20. januar 9:30 a.m.: Maks in JozZica Pavlicic

DRUSTVO SV. JOZEFA - MEMBERSHIP

Drustvo Membership are now overdue for this
year, 2018. You may call Tony Ferko at 905-578-
0150 or Peter Novak 905-560-4201.

CWL - MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

It's that time of year when we renew our
CWL memberships. Please note that there has
been an increase in fees. Membership is now
$22. Kindly renew your membership with
either Pamela Gosgnach or Milena Krusic or
place your membership envelope with
remittance into the collection basket at Mass.
Thank you.

OGNJISCE

Narocnike za Ognjis¢e prosimo, da do
konca januarja poravnajo naroc¢nino ($85 )za
leto 2019. Najlepsa hvala.

CWL-KZz

Our first scheduled CWL General meeting
will take place after 7:00 p.m. Mass on
Wednesday, January 9, 2019! Your attendance
is most welcome!

VECNA LUC

V januarju bo vecna luc svetila po namenu
Olge Hanc za pokojnega moza Jozeta Hanca.

Diocesan Newsletter
For information about Activities and Events of interest in the Diocese of Hamilton, sub-
scribe to the online Diocesan Newsletter at www.hamiltondiocese.com.
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DON BOSCO

SVETE MASE - MASS TIMES: Monday: 8:00 A.M., Tuesday to Friday: 7:00 p.M., Saturday: 5:30 P.M. (Slovenian); Sunday: 9:30
A.M. (Slovenian), 11:00 A.M. (English); From Long weekend in July to the Long weekend of the September Sunday Mass is
only at 10:00 A.M. (Slovenian-English) - KRSTI / BAPTISMS: For an appointment, call one month before. POROKE / MAR-
RIAGE: For an appointment, call one year before the wedding date. SPOVED / CONFESSIONS: First Friday of the month 6 -
7:00 P.M. (or by appointment) BOLNIKI - Sporocite, ¢e je kdo bolan ali v bolnidnici, da ga obis¢emo. You are welcome to call
for a personal conversation with your priest — please call for an appointment. Tel: 905-561-5971.
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0d 06.01.2019
do 13.01.2019

SVETE MASE - MASSES

GOSPODOVO Za Zive in rajne Zupljane 10:00 A.M. 5
RAZGLASENJE 17 Star3i Fortuna, sestri in brata Anain Casy Zizek

T Drago Ferk Zena
9 JPBIVAR 11 Pok. iz druZine Frances Gazvoda Druzina Beranovi¢
GasSer, Miha, BolteZzar T Paula Pelcar Kathy in Joe Pr3a
PONEDELJEK - MONDAY
7. JANUAR Danes v zupniji ni mase!
Rajmund, duhovnik
TOREK - TUESDAY T §tefan Ray 7:00 P.M. Drustvo sv. Jozefa (4)

8. JANUAR
Severin, opat

T Pepca Erjavec
1 Ed Kodarin

Za Zive in pokojne iz druzine Kodri¢

Angela Kobe
Ned Sejrani¢
Stefka Erzen

SREDA - WEDNESDAY

11 Pavel in Paul Richard Novak

Jozica Novak z druzino

9- JANUAR + Ed Kodarin 700PM- N Sejranic
Julijan, mucenec
CETRTEK - THURSDAY 71 Angelca in Mirko Kralj 7:00P.M.  Angela Kobe
10. JANUAR T Mike Pusar Ana Rataji¢
e s T Ed Kodarin Ned Sejranic
PETEK - FRIDAY 1 Koro3ec Ignac 7:00pP.M.  HciBernardin z druZino
11 Marija in Joze Zelko Bernarda Milosavljevic
Tl JaNuAR + Ed Kodarin Ned Sejrani¢
Pavlin Oglejski, Skof T Olga Godina (Montreal) Terezija Zadravec
S V zahvalo za srecno pot 5:30 .M. Marija Kosir
OBUIA 1 Stefan Horvat Marija Tompa
SATURDAY + Metod Kuzma Druzina Kuzma
12. JANUAR T Ed Kodarin Ned Sejranic
Tatiana. mucenka T Katarina Mujdrica Olga Hanc
gand, T Joze Hanc Drustvo sv. Jozefa (3)
ZaZive inrajne Zupljane 9:30 A.M. §
JEZUSOV KRST T Pokojni iz druzina Zizek Kazimir in Anna Zizek
13. JANUAR 171 Paula in Franc Pelcar 11:00 A.M.  Stan Pelcar in Josie Dubé
' + Francigka Ferko Toni in Marija Franc
Veronika, devica 1+ Pokojni ¢lani dru3tva Sava 12:00P.M.  Sava - Breslau
71 Pokojni ¢lani drustva Triglav 4:00pP.M.  St.John the Divine - London
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