
ISSN 1855-3966 (printed edn.), ISSN 1855-3974 (electronic edn.)

ARS MATHEMATICA CONTEMPORANEA 22 (2022) #P1.10 / 149–161
https://doi.org/10.26493/1855-3974.2329.97a

(Also available at http://amc-journal.eu)

Signed graphs with two eigenvalues and vertex
degree five*

Zoran Stanić
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Abstract

It is known that a signed graph with exactly 2 eigenvalues must be regular, and all those
whose vertex degree does not exceed 4 are known. In this paper we characterize all signed
graphs with 2 eigenvalues and vertex degree 5. We also determine all signed graphs with 2
eigenvalues and 12 or 13 vertices, which is a natural step since those with a fewer number
of vertices are known.
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1 Introduction
A signed graph Ġ is a pair (G, σ), where G = (V,E) is a simple graph, called the underly-
ing graph, and σ : E −→ {1,−1} is the signature. The number of vertices of Ġ is denoted
by n. The edge set of Ġ is composed of subsets of positive and negative edges. Two ver-
tices are positive (resp. negative) neighbours if they are joined by a positive (resp. negative)
edge.

The adjacency matrix AĠ of Ġ is obtained from the adjacency matrix of its underlying
graph by reversing the sign of all 1s which correspond to negative edges. The eigenvalues
of Ġ are identified as the eigenvalues of AĠ, and they form the spectrum of Ġ.

We interpret a graph as a signed graph with all the edges being positive and, where
no confusion arises, we write ‘Ġ has k eigenvalues’ to mean that Ġ has exactly k distinct
eigenvalues.

Signed graphs with 2 eigenvalues have been investigated in [5, 7, 8, 11] and some re-
lated references. They are known to be regular, moreover every connected signed graph
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with 2 eigenvalues is strongly regular in the sense of [10]. All signed graphs with 2 eigen-
values and (vertex) degree at most 4 are explicitly determined in [7, 11], and they can also
be deduced from the results reported in [8]. In particular, there is an infinite family of those
with degree 4. In [8] this family is determined in terms of cyclotomic matrices, and in
[11] the same family is determined in terms of signed line graphs. Signed graphs with 2
eigenvalues and at most 11 vertices are reported in [11]. Those whose least eigenvalue is
greater than −2 and those which are signed line graphs are also known and can be found
in the same reference. There are also some sporadic results related to other classes of
signed graphs with 2 eigenvalues [7, 10, 11]. Lastly, the Seidel matrix of a simple graph
G can be seen as the adjacency matrix of the complete signed graph whose negative edges
correspond to the edges of G. Accordingly, many results of [2, 3] concerning graphs with
exactly 2 eigenvalues of the Seidel matrix can be interpreted in the context of signed graphs.
Moreover, in this paper we use a similar approach.

Since all signed graphs with 2 eigenvalues and degree at most 4 are known, the next
natural step is to consider those with degree 5. In Section 3 we characterize all of them.
Moreover, we explicitly determine all except those that belong to some of the two particular
infinite families, which remain undetermined but well characterized by certain structural
properties.

In Section 4 we determine all signed graphs with 2 eigenvalues and 12 or 13 vertices,
which is an extension of the aforementioned result on those with at most 11 vertices.

We start with a preparatory section in which we give some terminology, notation and
known results. The paper is concluded by the Appendix that contains certain inequivalent
weighing matrices which are frequently used in this paper.

2 Preliminaries
We say that a signed graph is connected, regular or bipartite if the same holds for its un-
derlying graph. The negation −Ġ is obtained by reversing the sign of every edge of Ġ.
The degree of a vertex is equal to the number of edges incident with it. In particular, the
negative degree is the number of negative edges incident with it.

We say that signed graphs Ġ1 and Ġ2 are switching isomorphic if there is a monomial
(0, 1,−1)-matrix P such that AĠ2

= P−1AĠ1
P . (We recall that P−1 = P ⊺.) In this case

we write Ġ1
∼= Ġ2. Switching isomorphic signed graphs share the same spectrum and in

many considerations they are identified.
The product Ġ1 × Ġ2 of Ġ1 and Ġ2 is the signed graph with the vertex set

V (Ġ1) × V (Ġ2) in which two vertices (u1, u2) and (v1, v2) are adjacent if and only if
ui and vi are adjacent in Gi, for 1 ≤ i ≤ 2. The sign of an edge of the product is the prod-
uct of the signs of the corresponding edges of Ġ1 and Ġ2. The adjacency matrix AĠ1×Ġ2

is equal to the Kronecker product AĠ1
⊗ AĠ2

. We recall that the Kronecker product is
not symmetric, but the resulting matrices are permutation equivalent, which means that the
corresponding signed graphs are switching isomorphic. In particular, Ġ × K2 is called
the bipartite double (or the bipartite double cover) of Ġ and denoted by bd(Ġ). The bi-
partite double is always bipartite, and it is connected if and only if Ġ is connected and
non-bipartite. If λ1, λ2, . . . , λn are the eigenvalues of Ġ (with possible repetitions), then
the eigenvalues of bd(Ġ) are ±λ1,±λ2, . . . ,±λn.

A weighing matrix N of order n and weight r is an n× n (0, 1,−1)-matrix satisfying
N⊺N = rI . We say that two rows of a weighing matrix intersect in k places if their non-
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zero entries match in exactly k positions. Two weighing matrices M and N are said to be
equivalent if there are (0, 1,−1)-monomial matrices P,Q such that N = PMQ.

Results reported in the following two sections rely on the classification of weighing
matrices of weight 5 and weighing matrices of order 12 obtained by Harada and Mune-
masa [6]. The first classification is given in the following theorem, while the corresponding
matrices can be found in [4, 6]. To make the paper more self-contained we list them in the
Appendix. The notation is transferred from the mentioned references.

Theorem 2.1 ([6]). Any weighing matrix of weight 5 is equivalent to a matrix which is a
direct sum of an arbitrary number of matrices W (6, 5), W (8, 5), W12,5, W14,5, D(16, 5),
E(4ti + 2, 5), F (4tj + 4, 5), where ti, tj ≥ 2.

Every matrix of the previous theorem determines a bipartite signed graph with the ad-
jacency matrix (

O N⊺

N O

)
,

where N is the matrix in question. Throughout the paper we denote the corresponding
signed graphs by Ẇ (6, 5), Ẇ (8, 5), Ẇ12,5, Ẇ14,5, Ḋ(16, 5), Ė(4t + 2, 5), Ḟ (4t + 4, 5).
In other words, a dot indicates that we are dealing with the signed graph. The number of
vertices in each of these signed graphs is twice of the first parameter.

3 Connected signed graphs with 2 eigenvalues and degree 5

Here is the main result of this section.

Theorem 3.1. A connected signed graph with degree 5 has 2 eigenvalues if and only if it
is switching isomorphic to

(i) K6, −K6,

(ii) one of the bipartite signed graphs Ẇ (6, 5), Ẇ (8, 5), Ẇ12,5, Ẇ14,5, Ḋ(16, 5),
Ė(4t+ 2, 5), Ḟ (4t+ 4, 5),

(iii) one of the non-bipartite signed graphs illustrated in Figure 1 or a non-bipartite
signed graph Ġ such that either bd(Ġ) ∼= Ė(4t+ 2, 5) or bd(Ġ) ∼= Ḟ (4t+ 4, 5),

where, wherever it occurs, the parameter t satisfies t ≥ 2.

Every signed graph of (ii) or (iii) has the eigenvalues ±
√
5.

Evidently, a disconnected signed graph with 2 eigenvalues and degree 5 is a disjoint
union of connected ones. The proof of the previous theorem is based on the subsequent
lemmas. In the first one we consider the case in which the eigenvalues are asymmetric (i.e.,
they are not equal in absolute value).

Lemma 3.2. Every connected signed graph with degree 5 and 2 asymmetric eigenvalues
is switching isomorphic to K6 or −K6.

Proof. By considering the minimal polynomial we deduce that the eigenvalues must be
integral and the negation of their product is equal to the degree, i.e., 5. This gives just 2
possibilities which further produce the desired solutions.
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(a) (b)

(c)

Figure 1: Signed graphs of Theorem 3.1(iii). In this and the forthcoming figures, negative
edges are dashed.

In what follows we assume that the eigenvalues are symmetric. In this case they are
±
√
5, so our task is to consider all signed graphs with these particular eigenvalues. We first

consider the bipartite case.

Lemma 3.3. Every connected bipartite signed graph with eigenvalues ±
√
5 is switching

isomorphic to either Ẇ (6, 5), Ẇ (8, 5), Ẇ12,5, Ẇ14,5, Ḋ(16, 5), Ė(4t+2, 5) or Ḟ (4t+4, 5)
(for t ≥ 2).

Proof. Let

AĠ =

(
O M⊺

M O

)
be the adjacency matrix of a signed graph under consideration. It follows that M is a
square matrix satisfying M⊺M = 5I , i.e., M is a weighing matrix of weight 5. Since Ġ
is connected, M is equivalent to one of the seven matrices listed in the formulation of this
lemma. If we denote this matrix by N , we have M = PNQ for some (0, 1,−1)-monomial
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matrices P and Q, which implies

AĠ =

(
Q⊺ O
O P

)(
O N⊺

N O

)(
Q O
O P ⊺

)
=

(
Q O
O P ⊺

)−1 (
O N⊺

N O

)(
Q O
O P ⊺

)
,

and the result follows.

The essential part of the proof of Theorem 3.1 refers to the non-bipartite case. Observe
that every connected non-bipartite signed graph Ġ with eigenvalues ±

√
5 is extracted from

a decomposition of a bipartite one (with the same eigenvalues) having the form Ġ × K2,
i.e., which is a bipartite double of Ġ. We remark that not every bipartite signed graph is a
bipartite double, and a decomposition does not need to be unique (in the sense that it may
produce switching non-isomorphic signed graphs). We also have bd(Ġ) ∼= bd(−Ġ). In
what follows we consider possible decompositions of signed graphs of Lemma 3.3. For
this purpose we need the following simple but very useful result. It helps us to determine
the common neighbourhood of the particular vertices of Ġ.

Lemma 3.4. If W1 and W2 are the colour classes of bd(Ġ), then there are bijections
f1 : V (Ġ) −→ W1 and f2 : V (Ġ) −→ W2 such that u, v are adjacent in Ġ if and only if
f1(u), f2(v) and f2(u), f1(v) are adjacent in bd(Ġ).

Proof. The result follows by definition of the Kronecker product.

In the following two lemmas we consider Ẇ (6, 5) and Ẇ (8, 5). Despite the corre-
sponding results can be obtained by computer search, we give theoretical proofs. They
illustrate a technique which is used in the forthcoming considerations.

Lemma 3.5. bd(Ġ) ∼= Ẇ (6, 5) holds if and only if Ġ is switching isomorphic to the signed
graph illustrated in Figure 1(a).

Proof. Since every two rows of W (6, 5) intersect in 4 places, we conclude (by Lemma 3.4)
that Ġ is a complete signed graph with 6 vertices. Since its eigenvalues are ±

√
5, its adja-

cency matrix is equivalent to W (6, 5), and (up to switching) there is the unique possibility,
W (6, 5) itself, which leads us to the signed graph of Figure 1(a).

The opposite implication is immediate.

Considering the minimal polynomial, we get that if Ġ has the eigenvalues ±
√
5, then

for every pair of its vertices we have

w2(u, v) =

{
5 if u = v

0 if u ̸= v,
(3.1)

where w2(u, v) denotes the difference between the number of 2-walks between u and v
which traverse edges of the same sign and the number of 2-walks between the same vertices
which traverse edges of different sign.

We proceed with Ẇ (8, 5).

Lemma 3.6. bd(Ġ) ∼= Ẇ (8, 5) holds if and only if Ġ is switching isomorphic to the signed
graph illustrated in Figure 1(b).
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Proof. Since the first (resp. last) four rows of W (8, 5) intersect each other in the first
(resp. last) 4 places, from Lemma 3.4, we conclude that the vertices of Ġ are partitioned
into two sets of equal size in such a way that each vertex of the first set is adjacent to each
vertex of the second. We claim that, up to switching, there is a unique distribution of the
edges between the vertices of the mentioned sets as given in Figure 1(b), where the vertices
of the first set are drawn in left part. Indeed, without loss of generality, we may assume
that Ġ contains a vertex whose negative degree is 0 (the top-left vertex in the figure), and
then every remaining vertex in its set has two positive and two negative neighbours in the
other set, which together with (3.1) gives the desired edge distribution. It remains to insert
the remaining 4 edges, 2 in each set. Again, on the basis of (3.1) we arrive at the unique
possibility, which gives Ġ.

The uniqueness (up to switching) follows by the way of construction, and the opposite
implication is immediate.

Observe that, according to (3.1), every pair of vertices of Ġ has an even number of
common neighbours. Consequently, every pair of rows of Abd(Ġ) intersects in an even
number of places. Since the degree is 5, they intersect in 0, 2 or 4 places. In what follows,
we consider one particular case. We say that a signed graph is triangle-free if it does not
contain a triangle as a subgraph.

Lemma 3.7. If every pair of rows of Abd(Ġ) intersects in either 0 or 2 places, then Ġ is
triangle-free.

Proof. Assume that Ġ is not triangle-free. Then, every edge of Ġ that belongs to some
triangle, in fact, belongs to exactly 2 triangles. Indeed, by (3.1) applied to the vertices
incident with such an edge, we conclude that it must belong to an even number of triangles
which, by Lemma 3.4 and the assumption of this lemma, makes this number equal to 2.
If so, then Ġ contains a tetrahedron, or an octahedron, or an icosahedron as an induced
subgraph. Moreover, the octahedron is eliminated immediately since it contains a pair
of vertices with 4 common neighbours, which would imply the existence of two rows in
Abd(Ġ) that intersect in 4 places.

First let Ġ contain a tetrahedron, and let its vertices be denoted by a, b, c, d. Assume that
the negative degree of a is 0. Under the assumption of this lemma, a, b have no common
neighbours outside the fixed tetrahedron, and thus w2(a, b) = 0 yields σ(bc) = −σ(bd).
Similarly, w2(a, c) = 0 gives σ(cb) = −σ(cd), which implies σ(bd) = σ(cd). But from
w2(a, d) = 0, we get σ(bd) = −σ(cd), which contradicts the previous equality.

If Ġ contains an icosahedron, then it also contains (as an induced subgraph) a pentagon
and an additional vertex adjacent to all the vertices of the pentagon. By assuming that the
negative degree of the additional vertex is 0, we arrive at a contradiction in a very similar
way as before.

We now eliminate Ẇ12,5 and Ẇ14,5 (as candidates for bd(Ġ)) and consider Ḋ(16, 5).

Lemma 3.8. There is no signed graph Ġ such that bd(Ġ) ∼= Ẇ12,5 or bd(Ġ) ∼= Ẇ14,5.

Proof. Assume by way of contradiction that either bd(Ġ) ∼= Ẇ12,5 or bd(Ġ) ∼= Ẇ14,5. In
both cases Abd(Ġ) satisfies the assumption of Lemma 3.7, and thus Ġ is triangle-free, and
of course the same holds for its underlying graph G.
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The spectrum of the underlying graph of Ẇ12,5 is [±5, (±
√
5)6, (±1)5]. Since the non-

integral algebraic conjugates are equal in multiplicity, there is just one candidate for the
spectrum of G: [5, (±

√
5)3, (−1)5]. According to [12], there is exactly one graph with this

spectrum (known as the icosahedron), but it contains a triangle – a contradiction.
Similarly, the spectrum of the underlying graph of Ẇ14,5 is [±5,±3, (±(1 +

√
2))6,

(±(1 −
√
2))6]. There is just one candidate for the spectrum of G that passes the numer-

ical condition tr(AG) = 0: [5, 3, 1 ±
√
2, (−1 ±

√
2)5]. But since in this case we have

tr(A3
G) ̸= 0, we deduce that G contains a triangle – a contradiction.

Lemma 3.9. bd(Ġ) ∼= Ḋ(16, 5) holds if and only if Ġ is switching isomorphic to the
signed graph illustrated in Figure 1(c).

Proof. Since Abd(Ġ) satisfies the assumption of Lemma 3.7, we get that G is triangle-free.
The spectrum of the underlying graph of Ḋ(16, 5) is [±5, (±3)5, (±1)10], which together
with tr(AG) = 0, tr(A3

G) = 0, leads to the unique possibility for the spectrum of G:
[5, 110, (−3)5]. There is exactly one graph with this spectrum known as the Clebsch graph
(the underlying graph of the signed graph illustrated in the figure).

In what follows we consider the signature σ defined on E(G) which would produce the
desired Ġ. From this point we use a descriptive terminology and refer the reader to follow
the corresponding figure. As in the previous proofs, without loss of generality, we assume
that (at least) one vertex is not incident with negative edges; let this be the central vertex of
the figure, denoted here by a. Observe that (in the figure) a is surrounded by the 5 vertices
which form a pentagram. Denote the set of these vertices by P and the set of the remaining
vertices at distance 2 from a by Q. Now, we have the following:

• Every neighbour of a has 2 neighbours in P and exactly one of them is a positive
neighbour (otherwise, w2(a, b) ̸= 0 for at least one b ∈ P );

• Every neighbour of a has 2 neighbours in Q and exactly one of them is a positive
neighbour (for a similar reason);

• For b, c being neighbours of a such that b, c have a common neighbour d in P , we
have σ(bd) = −σ(cd). The same holds if d ∈ Q.

Using these conditions we arrive at a unique (up to switching) signature for the edges
incident with neighbours of a. Since w2(b, c) = 0 for b, c ∈ P , we get that the edges
between the vertices of P have the same sign. If they are positive (as in the figure), then
all the remaining (undecided) edges are negative (due to (3.1) applied to non-neighbours of
a), and we get the desired Ġ. If the mentioned edges are taken to be negative, we arrive at
a switching isomorphic signed graph.

The opposite implication is immediate.

We now consider the families of signed graphs illustrated in Figure 2. We first explain
their structure. The signed graph of Figure 2(a) has 4t + 2 (t ≥ 2) vertices, and the
vertices distinct from a, b are partitioned into the isomorphic blocks with 4 vertices. For
example, the vertices c, d, e, f belong to one block. There are no negative edges between
two blocks. The signed graph of Figure 2(b) has 4t + 4 (t ≥ 2) vertices, and is obtained
from the previous one by deleting the 4 edges between two blocks, then inserting two
vertices adjacent by a positive edge along with the edges between them and each of the 4
vertices of degree 3 of the corresponding blocks in such a way that the negative edges are
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(a) (b)
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Figure 2: Signed graphs of Lemma 3.10.

just the two edges between one of the new vertices and the block vertices adjacent by a
positive edge. If (in the figure) a, b are transferred from the previous signed graph, then the
new vertices are g, h.

Lemma 3.10. If Ġ is switching isomorphic to the signed graph illustrated in Figure 2(a)
(resp. Figure 2(b)), then bd(Ġ) ∼= Ė(4t+ 2, 5) (resp. bd(Ġ) ∼= Ḟ (4t+ 4, 5)).

Proof. In both cases, Ġ is regular of degree 5 and w2(u, v) = 0 holds for every pair
of its distinct vertices, which is verified easily. Therefore, A2

Ġ
= 5I , which means that

the eigenvalues of Ġ are ±
√
5. Since, obviously, Ġ is non-bipartite, its bipartite double

is connected and has the same eigenvalues. In other words, bd(Ġ) is one of the bipartite
signed graphs listed in Lemma 3.3. Now, Ẇ (6, 5), Ẇ (8, 5) are eliminated since bd(Ġ) has
at least 20 vertices, Ẇ12,5, Ẇ14,5 are eliminated by Lemma 3.8, and Ḋ(16, 5) is eliminated
since, contrary to bd(Ġ), it does not contain a pair of vertices with 4 common neighbours.
Therefore, either bd(Ġ) ∼= Ė(4t+2, 5) or bd(Ġ) ∼= Ḟ (4t+4, 5). Comparing the numbers
of vertices, we deduce that the first possibility occurs precisely if Ġ is the first signed graph
of the figure.

We prove the main result of this section.

Proof of Theorem 3.1. If the eigenvalues are asymmetric, then Lemma 3.2 leads to (i). If
the eigenvalues are symmetric, from Lemma 3.3 we get (ii), while from Lemmas 3.5, 3.6,
3.8, 3.9 we get (iii).

Lemma 3.10 shows that the presence of Ė(4t+2, 5) and Ḟ (4t+4, 5) in the formulation
of Theorem 3.1(iii) is essential. This lemma leads to the question on how we get the signed
graphs of Figure 2, and the answer is simple: We arrive at them by following a simple
reasoning based on (3.1) and Lemma 3.4. To determine all the signed graphs that can be
extracted from decompositions of Ė(4t+ 2, 5) and Ḟ (4t+ 4, 5), one should proceed with
the similar reasoning, which in fact becomes complicated especially under the assumption
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that there exist non-adjacent vertices with 4 common neighbours. An example is given in
the next section.

4 Signed graphs with 2 eigenvalues and 12 or 13 vertices
We have mentioned in Section 1 that signed graphs with 2 eigenvalues and at most 11 ver-
tices are known. Those with at most 10 vertices are obtained by computer search reported
in [11]. According to the same reference, there are exactly 2 such signed graphs with 11
vertices up to switching: K11 and its negation.

It occurs that, for n = 12, a computer search which considers all regular signed graphs
takes a long time, and so this task requires the application of more sophisticated methods. In
what follows we report the results obtained on the basis of a theoretical and computational
search on connected signed graphs with 2 eigenvalues and 12 vertices. Let Ġ denote such
a signed graph and let λ, µ be its eigenvalues. Recall that vertex degree of Ġ is r = −λµ.

Assume first that the eigenvalues λ, µ are asymmetric (and then they must be integral).
Considering r, we easily eliminate the possibility |λ|, |µ| ≥ 3. If |µ| = 1, we arrive at K12

and −K12. If µ = −2, by taking into account tr(AĠ) = 0 and tr(A2
Ġ
) = rn, we arrive

at the unique possible spectrum [44, (−2)8]. Now, since the least eigenvalue is not less
than −2, the corresponding signed graph is either the signed line graph (in the sense of a
definition given in [1, 11]) or the so-called exceptional signed graph. Moreover, it cannot be
exceptional since the multiplicity of −2 in every exceptional signed graph is n−6, or n−7,
or n− 8, as confirmed in [11]. On the other hand, all signed line graphs with 2 eigenvalues
are determined in the same reference, and accordingly Ġ is switching isomorphic to the
line graph of a signed multigraph obtained by inserting a negative edge between every pair
of vertices of the complete graph K4. For all details (including definition of the signed
line graph) we refer the reader to the corresponding reference, but we also illustrate Ġ in
Figure 3(a). Of course, case µ = 2 produces its negation, and we are done.

Assume now that λ, µ are symmetric. Since the case r ≤ 4 is resolved for every n,
we may also assume that r ≥ 5. For r = 5, we immediately get Ẇ (6, 5) and the signed
graph of Figure 2(b) (obtained for n = 12). We redraw this signed graph in Figure 3(b).
To conclude the list we consider other Ġ’s satisfying bd(Ġ) ∼= Ḟ (12, 5). This can be
performed either by hand or by a brute force, i.e., a computer search. In either way, we
arrive at another solution illustrated in Figure 3(c).

We proceed with r ≥ 6. According to [6], there are 8 inequivalent weighing matrices
of order 12 and weight 6, 3 of weight 7, 7 of weight 8, 4 of weight 9, 5 of weight 10 and
1 of weight 11. They determine all connected bipartite signed graphs with 24 vertices, 2
symmetric eigenvalues and degree r, where 6 ≤ r ≤ 11. Using the method exploited in the
previous section, we consider possible decompositions of each of them. In each case we
start from the given weighing matrix (the data on them can be found in [6]), then compute
the spectrum of the underlying graph of the corresponding bipartite signed graph, and then
compute the spectrum of a putative graph which can be extracted from it.

In this way we arrive at the data of Table 1. So, the 8 weighing matrices of weight 6 pro-
duce the underlying bipartite graphs with 4 distinct spectra (listed in the second column),
and each of these spectra gives spectra (listed in the third column) of the underlying graph
G of a putative signed graph Ġ. The remaining weights are considered in the same way,
and all the possible spectra of the third column satisfy tr(AG) = 0, tr(A2

G) = 12r. Note
that in one case for weight 8, there is no spectrum that obeys these numerical conditions.
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(a) (b)

(c) (d)

Figure 3: Signed graphs of Theorem 4.1.

The table omits the data for weight 11, since this case is resolved directly. Namely, if the
corresponding bipartite signed graph is a bipartite double of a signed graph Ġ, then Ġ is
the complete signed graph with 12 vertices and eigenvalues ±

√
11, but such a signed graph

does not exist, which can be confirmed by examining a list of Seidel’s strong graphs – an
appropriate reference is [9].

It remains to consider the spectra of the third column. (Observe that they are enumer-
ated by 1–15). First, there is no graph with spectrum 4, 5, 9, 11 or 14, which can easily
be confirmed by inspecting regular graphs with 12 vertices. There are 2 graphs with spec-
trum 7, and each contains pairs of vertices with 5 common neighbours which implies the
non-existence of Ġ in these cases. There is exactly 1 graph with spectrum 1, 10, 12, 13 or
15, and the non-existence of Ġ is confirmed either by hand (as these graphs have a high
level of symmetry along with a large number of vertices with the same neighbourhood) or
by computer search. There are exactly 4 graphs with spectrum 3, 1 graph with spectrum
6 and 1 graph with spectrum 8. The non-existence of Ġ is confirmed by computer search.
Finally, there is exactly 1 graph with spectrum 2. By computer search we find exactly 1
(up to switching) Ġ – it is illustrated in Figure 3(d); with consistent vertex labellings its
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weight spectrum of G×K2 spectrum of G

6

±6, (±3.24)3, (±1.24)3, 010 1. 6, 1.243, 05, (−3.24)3

±6,±4, (±2)5, 010
2. 6, 4, 05(−2)5

3. 6, 22, 05, (−2)3,−4

±6,±3.86,±2.83, (±2)3,±1.04, 010
4. 6, 3.86, 05,−1.04, (−2)3,−2.83
5. 6, 2.83, 1.04, 05, (−2)3,−3.86

±6,±3.46, (±2)3, 012 6. 6, 3.46, 06, (−2)3,−3.46

7 ±7, (±3)3, (±1)8
7. 7, 15, (−1)3, (−3)3

8. 7, 3, 12, (−1)6, (−3)2

±7, (±2.24)6, (±1)5 9. 7, 2.243,−2.243, (−1)5

8

±8, (±4)2, 018 10. 8, 09, (−4)2

±8,±3.46, (±2)2, 014 11. 8, 3.46, 07, (−2)2,−3.46

±8,±4, (±2)4, 012 12. 8, 2, 06, (−2)3,−4

±8,±4, (±2.83)2, 016

9 ±9, (±3)2, (±1)9
13. 9, 13, (−1)6, (−3)2

14. 9, 3, (−1)9,−3

10 ±10, (±2)5, 012 15. 10, 06, (−2)5

Table 1: Data for the search on connected non-bipartite signed graphs with 2 symmetric
eigenvalues and 12 vertices.

adjacency matrix is (
W (6, 5) I

I −W (6, 5)

)
.

The results are summarized in the following theorem.

Theorem 4.1. A connected signed graph with 12 vertices and degree at least 5 has 2
eigenvalues if and only if it is switching isomorphic to either K12, −K12, Ẇ (6, 5), one of
signed graphs illustrated in Figure 3 or the negation of the signed graph of Figure 3(a).

Finally, we quickly resolve the case n = 13.

Theorem 4.2. Every signed graph with 2 eigenvalues and 13 vertices is switching isomor-
phic to K13 or −K13.

Proof. Since the number of vertices is odd, the eigenvalues λ, µ must be asymmetric,
and then the proof is similar to the proof of Lemma 3.2 or to above consideration re-
lated to the asymmetric case for n = 12. Accordingly, for |µ| = 1 we arrive at the
desired signed graphs. Up to negation, the remaining possibilities are µ = −2, λ ∈
{3, 4, 5, 6} and (µ, λ) = (−3, 4), and both are eliminated by the conditions tr(AĠ) = 0,
tr(A3

Ġ
) = 13r.
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A Appendix
Here we list the inequivalent weighing matrices of weight 5 mentioned in Theorem 2.1. The
first parameter denotes the order, and the second one denotes the weight. In the schematic
representations we write + for 1, − for −1 and dot for 0. For E(4t + 2, 5), F (4t + 4, 5)
we have t ≥ 2 and every unspecified entry is 0.


· +++++
+ · +−−+
++ · +−−
+−+ · +−
+−−+ · +
++−−+ ·


W (6,5)


+++++ · · ·
++−− · + · ·
+−−+ · · + ·
+−+− · · · +
+ · · · −−−−
· + · · −−++
· · + · −++−
· · · +−+−+


W (8,5)



+++++ · · · · · · ·
+− · · · +++ · · · ·
+ · − · · − · · ++ · ·
+ · · − · · − · − · + ·
+ · · · − · · − · −− ·
· +− · · · · + · − · +
· + · − · + · · · +− ·
· + · · − · + · · · +−
· · +− · −+ · · · · +
· · + · − · −++ · · ·
· · · +− · · · −+ · +
· · · · · + · −+ · ++


W12,5



+++++ · · · · · · · · ·
+− · · · +++ · · · · · ·
+ · − · · − · · ++ · · · ·
+ · · − · · − · − · + · · ·
+ · · · − · · − · −− · · ·
· +− · · + · · · · · ++ ·
· + · − · · · + · · − · − ·
· + · · − · + · · · +− · ·
· · +− · · · · + · · · +−
· · + · − · · · · + · + · +
· · · +− · −+ · · · · · −
· · · · · +− · + · · − · +
· · · · · + · − · + · · −−
· · · · · · · · +−++− ·


W14,5



+++++ · · · · · · · · · · ·
+− · · · +++ · · · · · · · ·
+ · − · · − · · ++ · · · · · ·
+ · · − · · − · − · + · · · · ·
+ · · · − · · − · −− · · · · ·
· +− · · + · · · · · ++ · · ·
· + · − · · + · · · · − · + · ·
· + · · − · · + · · · · −− · ·
· · +− · · · · + · · + · · + ·
· · + · − · · · · + · · + · − ·
· · · +− · · · · · + · · ++ ·
· · · · · +− · + · · − · · · +
· · · · · + · − · + · · − · · −
· · · · · · +− · · + · · − · +
· · · · · · · · +−+ · · · −−
· · · · · · · · · · · +−+−+


D(16,5)



+++++ ·
++−− · +
+− · · · · +++ ·
+− · · · · −− · +
+ · · · −− · · −−
· + · · −− · · ++

+− · ·
+− · ·
+ · −+
· +−+

+++ ·
−− · +
· · −−
· · ++

+− · · + · −+
+− · · · −+−
+ · −+−+ · ·
· +−++− · ·


E(4t+2,5)



+++++ ·
++−− · +
+− · · · · +++ ·
+− · · · · −− · +
+ · · · −− · · −−
· + · · −− · · ++

+− · ·
+− · ·
+ · −+
· +−+

+++ ·
−− · +
· · −−
· · ++

+− · · +− · · + ·
+− · · −+ · · · +
+ · −+ · · · · −−
· +−+ · · · · ++

+ · −+−+
· +−++−


F (4t+4,5)


