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drugi svetovni vojni, ne bom posebej govorila, saj je bilo o tem v 
zadnjih letih že dovolj povedanega. Kljub temu bi rada poudarila, da 
so se obljube glede pripravljensoti nekaterih slovenskih založnikov za 
sodelovanje pred nekaj leti, ko smo se začeli odkriteje pogovarjati o 
tem problemu, do danes že v določeni meri uresničile. Težav pri 
objavljanju prispevkov o književnosti naše politične emigracije v 
nekaterih slovenskih revijah in zbornikih pred letom 1990 ob tej 
priložnosti niti ne želim več kot omeniti. Vsekakor pa je v zadnjih 
letih prišlo do vidnega premika v slovenski literarni zgodovini, ki 
zbuja upanje, da bomo odslej obravnavali slovensko izseljensko knji­
ževnost z obnovljenim zanimanjem, predvsem pa z objektivnejšimi 
kriteriji, kot so to počeli nekateri naši predhodniki*
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ABSTRACT

L I T E R A R Y - H I S T O R I C A L  S T U D I E S  
OF S L O V E N E  E M I G R A T IO N  L I T E R A T U R E

J a n j a  Ž i t n i k

The purpose o f th is survey is neither an evaluation nor a detailed 
presentation o f the contents o f literary-historical publications on 
Slovene emigration literature, but rather, as far as possible, to out­
line condensed information on those who have worked or continue 
to do so in this area o f research and the work that has been car­
ried out to date in this field.

A t the moment in Slovenia there are approximately tw enty  
literary historians, writers, journalists, and editors who work at 
least occasionally in research on Slovene emigration literature. 
A part from these, in this field a few  exceptionally active 
researchers and writers work on indigenous Slovene populations 
abroad, particularly in Trieste, where the m ost prolific w riter on 
Slovene zdomci (temporary workers abroad) literature is M artin 
Jevnikar. A n  equally visible contribution to the study o f this 
im portant part o f Slovene literature is represented by the literary- 
-historical studies w ritten by Slovene emigrants themselves, 
particularly in Argentina, the USA and Australia, and also in 
Vienna.
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In comparison to foreign and emigration literary history and 
criticism, tha t in the homeland began actively to devote attention 
to these m atters somewhat late. A n exception are the works o f 
Louis Adam ič which were the subject o f attention in practically all 
the more notable Slovene cultural periodicals from the beginning o f 
the thirties to Slovenia’s  gaining o f political independence.

In the past decades in Slovenia, Jože Pogačnik, Helga Glušič, 
Denis Poniž, Marko Jensterle, Taras Kermauner, FrancePibernik, 
Mirko Jurak, Jerneja Petrič, Janez Stanonik, and Janja Ž itnik have 
been the major w riters on Slovene zdomci literature, the last four 
of whom having focused prim arily on Slovene authors who wrote 
or are w riting in an English cultural sphere. Also belonging to this 
group o f researchers are Barbara Suša and Igor Maver, who have 
devoted their work predominantly to Slovene writers in Australia, 
and M ihael Glavan and Rozina Švent. The results o f their work in 
this field can be seen a t least in part in Izbrane bibliografije liter­
arnozgodovinskih monografij, razprav in člankov o slovenski izseljen­
ski književnosti (»Selected Bibliographies o f Literary-Historical 
Monographs, Treatises and Articles on Slovene Emigration 
Literature«) published in Slovenia. In all accounts in the past few  
years a visible change in Slovene literary history has taken place 
which gives rise to the hope that from now on we w ill study  
Slovene emigration literature with renewed interest and in par­
ticular with more objective criteria than did some o f our predeces­
sors.


