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.DWROLãND�FHUNHY�MH�åH�RG�VUHGQMHJD�YHND�QDSUHM�SROHJ�KRPRVHNVXDOQRVWL�REVRMDOD

WXGL�VRGRPLMR��3RWHP�NR�MH�åLYDO�Y�QHQDUDYQHP�VSROQHP�RGQRVX�SRVWDOD�VRVWRULOND��Y
SULPHUX�]ORþLQD�VRGRPLMH�QL�QDVWRSDOD�Y�YORJL�åUWYH��DPSDN�MH�ELOD� LQNULPLQLUDQD�LQ
UD]JODãHQD�]D�GHOLQNYHQWD��9VH�GR�����VWROHWMD�MH�YHOMDOD�]D�RGYUQLWHY�RG�NUãþDQVWYD�
]D�]GUXåLWHY�V�KXGLþHP��=DKWHYDQD�ND]HQ�]D�WD�JUHK�GHPRQVNHJD�RGQRVD�MH�ELOD�SUH�
SURVWD�� XELM� þORYHND� LQ� åLYDO� WHU� V� WHP� L]EULãL� VSRPLQ� QD� GHMDQMH� REHK� SDUWQHUMHY�
äLYDO� NRW� XGHOHåHQNR� Y�DNWX� VRGRPLMH� QDM� EL� WRUHM� XELOL�� VHåJDOL� LQ� SRNRSDOL�� 6KROD�
VWLþQL�PLVOHFL��]ODVWL�7RPDå�$NYLQVNL��VR�LPHOL�VRGRPLMR�]D�QDMKXMãL�JUHK��7D�PLVHOQRVW
se je zasidrala tudi v novoveško posvetno zakonodajo, ki je bila do sodomije nadvse
UHSUHVLYQD�� 3ROHJ� VRGRPLWD� VR� RGVOHM� NRW� VRVWRULONR� ]ORþLQD� QD�JUPDGL� VHåJDOL� WXGL
åLYDO��=ORþLQ�VRGRPLMH�MH�RKUDQLO�UHOLJLR]QL�]QDþDM�NULYRYHUVWYD�LQ�]GUXåLWYH�V�KXGLþHP
skozi stoletja. Kot akt javnega pohujšanja so sodomijo obsojali in kaznovali tudi po
UHIRUPDK� ND]HQVNHJD� SUDYD� -RåHID� ,,�� Y� ���� OHWLK� ���� VWROHWMD�� 2GVOHM� VR� VRGRPLWH
kaznovali s strogimi zapornimi kaznimi. Šele na prelomu 19. in 20. stoletja je bilo sli-
šati (tudi pod vplivom psihiatrije – Krafft-Ebing) prve predloge za dekriminalizacijo
VRGRPLMH�� þHSUDY� MR� MH� MDYQR�PQHQMH� ãH� YHGQR� REVRMDOR�� RGSRU� SURWL� QMHM� SD� MH� ELO
vsesplošen.

.OMXþQH�EHVHGH��VRGRPLMD��VSROQH�GHYLDFLMH��QHQDUDYQL�RGQRVL��NULYRYHUVNL�]ORþLQ��ND�
zensko pravo, kaznovanje

IL PROBLEMA DELLA SODOMIA, A PARTIRE DAL MEDIOEVO
IL PIÙ GRAVE DELITTO CONTRO NATURA

SINTESI
Sin dal medio evo, la Chiesa cattolica, oltre all'omosessualità, condannava anche

la sodomia (zoofilia). Dato che l'animale diventava corresponsabile di questo rap-
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porto sessuale contro natura, non era visto come una vittima, ma incriminato e pro-
clamato delinquente. Sino all'Ottocento la zoofilia era reputata un rifiuto del cri-
stianesimo e un accoppiamento con il diavolo. La pena per questo peccaminoso
rapporto demoniaco era una sola: uccidere sia l'uomo sia la bestia, cancellando
ogni traccia di quello che avevano commesso. L'animale, corresponsabile di quel-
l'unione, era ucciso, arso sul rogo e poi sepolto. Per gli scolastici, specie S. Tom-
maso d'Aquino, la zoofilia era il peggiore di tutti i peccati. Un pensiero che rimase
anche nella legislazione secolare dell'età moderna, a sua volta estremamente repres-
siva nei confronti della zoofilia. Oltre allo zoofilo, finiva così sul rogo anche l'altro
corresponsabile e cioè l'animale. Il delitto di zoofilia mantenne, attraverso i secoli, il
suo carattere religioso eretico e di accoppiamento con il demonio. Quale atto di
oscenità pubblica, fu punito anche dopo la riforma giuseppina del diritto penale
degli anni 80 del XVIII secolo. Da allora in avanti gli zoofiti furono condannati a
lunghe detenzioni. Appena a cavallo fra Ottocento e Novecento si fecero strada le
prime proposte (anche su influenza dello psichiatra Krafft-Ebing) di decriminaliz-
zazione della zoofilia, nonostante l'opinione pubblica rimanesse, in generale, molto
ostile verso questa pratica

Parole chiave: zoofilia, deviazioni sessuali, rapporti contro natura, crimine eretico,
diritto penale, punizioni

=JRGQMHQRYRYHãND� OHVWYLFD� WHåNLK�GHOLNWRY� MH�� þH� VH� VSUHKRGLPR� SR� WDNUDWQL� ND�
]HQVNL� ]DNRQRGDML�� Y� SULPHUMDYL� ]� GDQDãQMLP� PHãþDQVNLP� SUDYQLP� UHGRP� SR]QDOD
YHOLNR� YHþ� WLSRY� ]ORþLQD� ±� SROHJ� GUXåEHQR� ãNRGOMLYLK� KXGRGHOVWHY�� NRW� VR� XPRU�
WDWYLQD� DOL� QDPHUQL� SRåLJ�� VR� REHQHP� NRW� KXG� ]ORþLQ� SUHJDQMDOL� LQ� ND]QRYDOL
UHOLJLR]QR�FHUNYHQH�GHOLNWH��NRW� VR�þDURYQLãWYR��NULYRYHUVWYR�DOL�ERJRNOHWMH��SD� WXGL
kazniva dejanja zoper javno moralo, kot so zakonolom in prešuštvo, spolna zloraba
LQ� QHþLVWRYDQMH� DOL� SD� NUYRVNUXQVWYR�� .DU� QDMRVWUHMH� VR� SUHJDQMDOL� WXGL� QHQDUDYQR
VSROQR� REþHYDQMH� ±� KRPRVHNVXDOQRVW� LQ� VRGRPLMR�� .UãþDQVWYR� MH� QDPUHþ� V� VYRMLP
�DVNHWVNLP�SULQFLSRP��NL� MH�åH�QD�QRUPDOHQ�VSROQL�DNW�JOHGDO�NRW�QD�QXMQR�]OR�]D�Y
JUHKX�URMHQHJD�þORYHND��'grehe Sodome'�SUHJDQMDOR�]�RJQMHP�LQ�PHþHP��0RQWHVTXLHX
MH�SRXGDULO��GD�VR�ELOD�YVD� WUL�ND]QLYD�GHMDQMD��]D�NDWHUD�MH�NUãþDQVWYR�GRORþDOR�QDM�
KXMãR�ND]HQ�±� VPUW� QD�JUPDGL�±�SUDY]DSUDY� IDQWD]LMVNL�GHOLNWL�� NULYRYHUVWYR�� þDURY�
QLãWYR�LQ�]ORþLQ�SURWL�QDUDYL���+LUVFKIHOG�����������±�����

/MXEOMDQVNL�PDOHILþQL� UHG� FHVDUMD�0DNVLPLOLMDQD� L]� OHWD� ������ NL� SUHGVWDYOMD� HQR
SUYLK� X]DNRQLWHY� ND]HQVNHJD� SUDYD� LQ� SRVWRSND� Y� WHGDQMLK� QLåMHDYVWULMVNLK� GHåHODK�
]ORþLQD� VRGRPLMH� ãH� QH� YVHEXMH� �*ROHF�� ������ ����� .UXWR� ND]HQ� ]D� WD� NULYRYHUVNL
]ORþLQ�SD�åH�RGUHMD�&RQVWLWXWLR�&ULPLQDOLV�&DUROLQD��ND]HQVNL�]DNRQLN��NL�JD�MH�FHVDU
.DUHO�9�� OHWD������REMDYLO�]D�YVH�QHPãNR�FHVDUVWYR��.DUROLQD� MH�Y�SULPHUX��]ORþLQD
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proti naravi", pod katerim razumemo sodomijo ter homoseksualne odnose moških z
PRãNLPL� DOL� åHQVN� ]� åHQVNDPL�� RGUHMDOD� VPUW� QD� JUPDGL� �&&&�� ������ þOHQ� &;9,�
������.DUROLQD� MH� SROHJ� GHåHOQLK� UHGRY� ]D� GHåHOVND� VRGLãþD� L]� ���� VWROHWMD� RVWDOD� Y
YHOMDYL�YHþ�NRW�����OHW��LQ�þHSUDY�MH�LPHOD�VDPR�VXEVLGLDUQR��WRUHM�SRPRåQR�YHOMDYR�
je dejansko vendarle široko vplivala na sodno prakso (Vilfan, 1996, 398). Tudi ka-
zenski zakonik cesarice Marije Terezije – Constitutio Criminalis Theresiana iz leta
1768 – je podobno kot Karolina zapovedoval, da se grešnika, ki se je spolno spozabil
QDG� åLYDOMR�� åLYHJD� VHåJH� QD� JUPDGL� VNXSDM� ]� åLYDOMR��2ED� SDUWQHUMD� Y� QHQDUDYQHP
VSROQHP�RGQRVX�QDM�VH�]D�YHGQR�L]EULãH�]�REOLþMD�]HPOMH��&&7K��������þOHQ����������
9� ND]QRYDOQL� SUDNVL� Y� QDãLK� NUDMLK�� NRW� SULþDMR� YLUL�� SD� VH� L]YDMDOFL� ND]QL� QLVR� GR�
VOHGQR�GUåDOL�þUNH�]DNRQD��6RGRPLWRY�QDPUHþ�QLVR�VHåLJDOL�SUL�åLYHP�WHOHVX��DPSDN
VR�MLK�SUHG�WHP��PLORVWQR��REJODYLOL��$OL�VR�VHåLJDOL�åLYH�DOL�PUWYH�åLYDOL��QH�YHPR�

Kaznovanje sodomije v novem veku je bilo vsekakor nadvse bizarno. Leta 1679
VR� QSU�� QD� VRGQHP� SURFHVX� SUHG� GHåHOVNLP� VRGLãþHP� Y� 9LãQML� JRUL� ]DUDGL� PHVHQH
]GUXåLWYH� V� NUDYR� REUDYQDYDOL� GYDMVHWOHWQHJD� KODSFD� $QGUHMD� &XUNODUMD�� SRGORåQLND
JUDãþLQH�*UPDþH��'QH�����DYJXVWD�MH�&XUNODU�QD�SUYHP�QHEROHþHP�]DVOLãDQMX�SUL]QDO�
da je s kravo grešil. Na vprašanje, kaj ga je navedlo k temu dejanju, je odgovoril, da
VH�PX�]GL��GD�JD�MH�N�WHPX�QDJRYRULO�QHNL�KXGREHQ�PRåLF��3UHGHQ�MH�VWRULO�]ORþLQ��JD
je menda nekaj premotilo in obšla ga je zlobna misel, naj to stori. Na vprašanje, kako
MH�GHMDQMH�]DþHO��MH�RGYUQLO��GD�MH�NUDYL�]�GHVQLFR�GYLJQLO�UHS��]�PRãNLP�XGRP�SD�ML�MH
VWRULO�VUDPRWR�LQ�WR�Y�þHWUW�XUH�RSUDYLO�VWRMH��=ORþLQHF�MH�SRYHGDO��GD�NUDYL�QL�L]EROMãDO
NUPH� LQ� GD� ML� MH� HQDNR� NRW� GUXJL� åLYLQL� GDO� GYDNUDW� QD� WHGHQ� VRO�� 7D� L]MDYD� MH� SR�
PHQOMLYD��VDM�QDPLJXMH��GD�VH�&XUNODU�QD�åLYDO�QL�þXVWYHQR�QDYH]DO��3RYHGDO� MH� WXGL�
GD�PX�MH�JRVSRGDUMHYD�åHQD�SR�RSUDYOMHQHP�GHMDQMX�SRYHGDOD��GD�MH�QHNL�WDN�]ORþLQHF
SUHG�þDVRP�QDSROQLO�NUDYR��NL� MH�QDWR�SRYUJOD�SORG��7D�QL� ELO� SRGREHQ�QH� WHOHWX�QH
þORYHNX�� 8ERJL� JUHãQLN� &XUNODU�� NL� MH� UDYQDO� SURWL� %RåML� LQ� QDUDYQL� SRVWDYL�� MH� ELO
]DUDGL�L]YUãHQHJD�GHMDQMD�VRGRPLMH�VRJODVQR�REVRMHQ�QD�VPUW�V�FHVDUVNLP�PHþHP�QD
RELþDMQHP�PRULãþX��6NXSDM�V�NUDYR�LQ�WHOHWRP��NL�MH�VHVDOR�NUDYLQR�POHNR��VR�JD�QDWR
VHåJDOL�Y�SHSHO��++6W$�:LHQ��$UFKLY�$XHUVSHUJ��$±;,±���.RQY�����1

1RYRYHãND�VRGQD�SUDNVD�MH�NDU�QDMRVWUHMH�SUHJDQMDOD�QHQDUDYQR�VSROQR�REþHYDQMH
±� KRPRVHNVXDOQRVW� LQ� VRGRPLMR�� äLYDO� Y� SULPHULK� EL]DUQHJD� ND]QRYDQMD� VRGRPLMH
VHYHGD�QL�QDVWRSDOD�Y�YORJL�åUWYH�� WHPYHþ�MH�ELOD� LQNULPLQLUDQD��UD]JODãHQD�]D�GHOLQ�
NYHQWD�LQ�VNXSDM�V�VRGRPLWRP�REVRMHQD�QD�VPUW��äLYDOLP�VR�VH�GRNDM�UDGH�SULSLVRYDOH
WHPDþQH�GHPRQVNH�VLOH��6�VYRMLPL�þDUL�QDM�EL�]DSHOMDOH�GHOLQNYHQWD�N�QHþLVWYRYDQMX�

7UGLWYH�� GD� VR� åLYDOL� VNXSDM� V� VSUHYUåHQLP� þORYHãNLP� JUHãQLNRP� VSHNWDNXODUQR
                                                          
1 Na dokument, ki ga hrani Hišni, dvorni in dråDYQL� DUKLY� QD�'XQDMX��PH� MH� SULMD]QR� RSR]RULO� %RULV

Golec, za kar se mu iskreno zahvaljujem. Praznoverne predstave, da lahko krava ob nenaravni spolni
]GUXåLWYL� V� VRGRPLWRP�]DQRVL�� VUHþDPR� ãH�Y����� VWROHWMX��1D�SURFHVX� ]DUDGL� VRGRPLMH� SURWL� QHNHPX
GQLQDUMX�QD�'XQDMX�OHWD������MH�REWRåHQL�QSU��L]MDYLO��GD�MH�VHPH�L]SXVWLO�QD� WOD���NHU�VH� MH�EDO��GD�EL
ODKNR�NUDYR�]DSORGLO�LQ�EL�QD�VYHW�SULãHO�VWYRU��NL�EL�ELO�SRO�þORYHN�SRO�åLYDO���+DUWO�������������
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VHåLJDOL�QD�JUPDGL�]DWR��NHU�VH�PX�QLVR�XSLUDOH��R]LURPD�NHU��]�UMRYHQMHP�QLVR�NULþDOH
QD�SRPRþ�SURWL� ]ORþLQX�� �0DO������������� VR� VLFHU� KXPRUQH�� D� ]DVWDUHOH� LQ� QHWRþQH�
Razlago za okrutno novoveško kaznovalno prakso je treba iskati drugje.

&HUNHY� MH�QDPUHþ�åH�RG�VUHGQMHJD�YHND�QDSUHM�SROHJ�KRPRVHNVXDOQRVWL�REVRMDOD
WXGL� VRGRPLMR� �6DOLVEXU\�����������±������1HQDUDYQR� VSROQR� ]GUXåLWHY� ]� åLYDOMR� MH
RGORþQR�SUHSRYHGRYDOR�åH�6YHWR�SLVPR��VDM�SUDYL���=�QREHQR�åLYDOMR�QH�VPHã�VSROQR
REþHYDWL�� SRVWDO� EL� QHþLVW�� ,Q� åHQVND� QDM� VH� QH� SRVWDYOMD� SUHG� åLYDO�� GD� EL� VH� ]� QMR
SDULOD��WR�EL�ELOD�VSUHYUåHQRVW���6YHWR�SLVPR��������/HYLWLN�������������

3RWHP�NR�VR�Y�]JRGQMHP�VUHGQMHP�YHNX�L]HQDþLOL�VRGRPLMR�V�KRPRVHNVXDOQRVWMR�
WR� L]HQDþHQMH� �QL� VDPR� VWRSQMHYDOR� ND]QL�� PDUYHþ� MH� L]UDåDOR� �LQ� PRUGD� ]DþHOR
SRY]URþDWL��VSUHPHPER�QDþLQD�JOHGDQMD�OMXGL�QD�åLYDOL��1DPHVWR�GD�EL�MLK�REUDYQDYDOL
NRW� 
QHåLYH�� LUHOHYDQWQH�SUHGPHWH
�� MH� åLYDOVNL� SDUWQHU� SRVWDO� SDUWQHU� Y� 
QHQDUDYQHP

odnosu, prav tako kot je bila tudi homoseksualnost odnos med dvema partnerjema"
(Salisbury, 1991, 178).

3RWHP�NR�MH�åLYDO� WRUHM�SRVWDOD�VRVWRULOND�Y�RGQRVX��NL� MH�ELO�RGVOHM�HQDþHQ�V�KR�
PRVHNVXDOQLP��VR�VH�FHUNYHQL�PRåMH�]DWHNOL�N�6YHWHPX�SLVPX�LQ�Y�QMHP�QDãOL�SUHG�
SLVDQR�ND]HQ�]D�åLYDO��NL�MH�ELOD�YSOHWHQD�Y�QHQDUDYQH�VSROQH�VWLNH��/HYLWLN�MH�QDPUHþ
]DSRYHGRYDO��GD�QDM�VH�]ORUDEOMHQD�åLYDO�XVPUWL�VNXSDM�]�JUHãQLNRP���ýH�NGR�VSROQR
REþXMH�]�åLYDOMR��QDM�ER�XVPUþHQ��LQ�åLYDO�]DNROMLWH��ýH�VH�åHQVND�SULEOLåD�NDWHUL�NROL
åLYDOL��GD�EL�VH�]�QMR�SDULOD��XELMWH�åHQVNR�LQ�åLYDO��QDM�ERVWD�XVPUþHQL��QMXQD�NUL�SDGH
QDQMX��� �6YHWR� SLVPR�� ������ /HYLWLN� ������ LQ� ���� ������ .D]HQVNR� GRORþLOR� 7UHWMH
Mojzesove knjige se je kasneje zasidralo tudi v novoveško kazensko zakonodajo in
prakso.

2G����� VWROHWMD� QDSUHM� MH� XþHQD� NXOWXUD� LQ� ]DNRQRGDMD� Y� ]YH]L� V� VRGRPLMR� V� SR�
YHþDQR�QDJOLFR�]DþHOD�XVWYDUMDWL�RVWUHMãR� ORþQLFR�PHG�þORYHNRP�LQ�åLYDOMR��NHU� VR�Y
OMXGVNL�GRPLãOMLML�WH�PHMH�åH�]DþHOH�L]JLQMDWL��9�����VWROHWMX�VH�MH�QDPUHþ�]GHOR��GD�VR
ljudje bolj zaskrbljeni in obsedeni zaradi demonov kot v preteklosti, in to je pri-
VSHYDOR�N�YHþML�]DVNUEOMHQRVWL� FHUNYHQLK�NURJRY� WXGL�Y�SRJOHGX� VRGRPLMH���0HGWHP
NR� MH� VYHW� ]JRGQMHJD� VUHGQMHJD� YHND� LPHO� RSUDYND� ]� GHPRQL�� FHUNYHQL� PRåMH� QLVR
YHUMHOL��GD�EL�GHPRQL�ODKNR�LPHOL�WHOHVQH�VWLNH�V�þORYHNRP��ãH�SRVHEQR�QH��GD�EL�ODKNR
LPHOL�VSROQH�RGQRVH��=UDþQL�GHPRQL�QDPUHþ�QLVR�ELOL�GRYROM�WHOHVQL��GD�EL�ODKNR�LPHOL
VSROQH�RGQRVH� V� þORYHNRP��7DNãQH� L]NXãQMH� VR� ELOH� VDPR�SUHGVWDYH� LQ� VDQMH��=����
VWROHWMHP�SD�VH� MH� WR�VSUHPHQLOR��=GHOR�VH� MH��GD�PRãNL� LQ�åHQVNL�GHPRQL� �LQFXEL� LQ
VXFFXEL�� SRYVRG� ]DSHOMXMHMR� åHQVNH� LQ� PRãNH�� NL� VH� QLVR� ]QDOL� REYODGDWL� LQ� EUDQLWL
pred tovrstnimi napadi" (Salisbury, 1991, 181).

7R�PHQWDOLWHWQR� VSUHPHPER� ODKNR�SULSLãHPR� UD]YRMX� VKRODVWLþQH� WHRULMH��JRWRYR
SD�WXGL�QL�QDNOMXþQR��GD�VH�YHUD�Y�WHOHVQH�PRãNH�GHPRQH�þDVRYQR�XMHPD�V�ãLUMHQMHP
ideje o obstoju vic v 12. stoletju, ki jo je konstatiral Jacques Le Goff (Le Goff, 1990).
"Tako kot so bile vse duše videne dovolj telesne, da so bile lahko kaznovane, so bili
WXGL�GHPRQL�GRYROM�WHOHVQL��GD�VR�ODKNR�LPHOL�RGQRVH�V�þORYHNRP��,Q�QH�VDPR��GD�VR
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GHPRQL�ODKNR�LPHOL�VSROQH�RGQRVH��ãH�YHþ��åHQVNL�VR�ODKNR�]DSORGLOL�WXGL�RWURND��SR�
tomca)" (Salisbury, 1991, 181).

0RãNL�QDM�QH�EL�LPHOL�WROLNR�RGQRVRY�V�VXFFXEL��VSRGDM� OHåHþLPL�KXGLþL�Y�åHQVNL
SRGREL��NRW�åHQVNH�]�LQFXEL��]JRUDM�OHåHþLPL�KXGLþL�Y�PRãNL�SRGREL���7H�SUHGVWDYH�VR
ELOH� VHYHGD� SRYH]DQH� V� VSORãQR� SRGRER� åHQVNH�� NL� QDM� EL� ELOD� QHVWDQRYLWQD� LQ� QH�
]DQHVOMLYD� WHU� YUHGQD� ]DQLþHYDQMD�� QMHQD� PDQMYUHGQRVW� SD� QDM� EL� VH� ND]DOD� åH� RE
njenem imenu (femina) – (Ranke Heinemann, 1992, 238–243).2

=�YHUMHWMHP��GD�VH�GHPRQ�KXGLþ�ODKNR�]GUXåL�]�åHQVNR��VR�LPHOL�åH�Y�����VWROHWMX
RSUDYLWL�WXGL�QD�VRGLãþLK�HYURSVNHJD�=DKRGD��/HWD������VR�QSU��Y�7RXORXVX�REVRGLOL
QHNR� åHQVNR�� GD� MH� LPHOD� YHþOHWHQ� RGQRV� ]� LQFXEXVRP�� LQ� MR� VHåJDOL� QD� JUPDGL�
6RGLãþD�VR�ELOD�RGVOHM�SULSUDYOMHQD� WXGL�ãþLWLWL�GUXåER�SUHG� WDNãQLPL�]YH]DPL��.R�VR
QSU��OHWD������ãNRIX�7UR\HVD�*XLFKDUGX�VRGLOL�]DUDGL�þDURYQLãWYD��MH�ELOD�PHG�REWRå�
bami tudi trditev, da je sin moškega demona (Salisbury, 1991, 181–182).

Miselnost, napolnjena z demonskimi pojmi in podobami, se je v srednjem veku
KLWUR�ãLULOD�LQ�GRåLYOMDOD�EOLVNRYLW�UD]YRM��3R�SUYL�YHOLNL�HNVSOR]LML�VDWDQL]PD��NL�VH�MH
UD]PDKQLO�Y�����VWROHWMX��MH�VDWDQ�VNR]L�YHOLND�YUDWD�YVWRSLO�Y�QDãR�FLYLOL]DFLMR���1HNRþ
DEVWUDNWHQ� LQ� WHRORãNL�� VH� MH� VHGDM� SRMDYOMDO� Y� QDMUD]OLþQHMãLK� þORYHãNLK� LQ� åLYDOVNLK
oblikah (Delumeau, 1982, 169). Za spovednike so v teku stoletij nastala in se razši-
rila posebna navodila,3� NDNR�QDM� UDYQDMR� ]� JUHãQLNL�� NL� VH� VSRYHGXMHMR� ]DUDGL�REþH�
YDQMD� V�KXGLþHP��3ROHJ� WHJD��GD� VR� VSRYHGQLNL�PRUDOL�SULSUDYLWL�JUHãQLND�]D�QMHJRY
VWUDãQL� ERM� ]� ]OLP� VRYUDåQLNRP�� VR�PX�PRUDOL� WXGL� ]DELþDWL�� QDM� VH� NROLNRU�PRJRþH
RJLED�þXWQH�VOH��'DOMH�VR�JD�PRUDOL�L]SUDãDWL��þH�QL�QLNGDU�NOLFDO�]OHJD�VRYUDåQLND�LQ�]
njim sklepal zaveze. Za našo temo pa je bilo najpomembnejše vprašanje, v kakšni
REOLNL�VH�PX�SULND]XMH�KXGLþ��DOL�Y�PRãNL�DOL�åHQVNL��DOL�Y�SRGREL�åLYDOL��9�VOHGQMHP
SULPHUX� EL� ELOR� WUHED�� þH� MH� SULãOR� GR� VSROQHJD� RGQRVD� V� KXGLþHP� Y� SRGREL� åLYDOL�
SROHJ�JUHKD�QHY]GUåQRVWL�LQ�JUHKD�SURWL�YHUL�SULãWHWL�WXGL�JUHK�QHþLVWRVWL�DOL�VRGRPLMH
(Ranke Heinemann, 1992, 243).

Omembe vredno je tudi dejstvo, da so od 12. stoletja naprej "satan in njegovi
SULYUåHQFL�Y�OMXGVNL�GRPLãOMLML�QDVOLNDQL�NRW�SRO�þORYHN�SRO�åLYDO�R]LURPD�NRW�åLYDO�Y
FHORWL�� 6DWDQ� VH� MH� ODKNR� SULND]DO� NRW� NDWHUDNROL� åLYDO�� WRGD� QDMSRJRVWHMH� NRW� NDþD�
NR]HO�DOL�SHV��=DWR�VR�WXGL�JUHK�GHPRQVNHJD�RGQRVD�R]QDþLOL�]�EHVHGR�VRGRPLMD��7DNR
MH�ELO�WD�UHVQL�NULYRYHUVNL�]ORþLQ�RGQRVD�V�KXGLþHP�SRYH]DQ�]�]JRGQHMãLP��GR]GHYQR
QHãNRGOMLYLP�GHMDQMHP�]GUXåLWYH�]� LUHOHYDQWQLP�REMHNWRP��9� WHNX����� VWROHWMD� VR� VH
                                                          
2 Heinemannova poda tudi razlago besede femina, ki prihaja od fe in minus. Fe = fides, vera, minus =

manj. Femina pomeni torej: ta, ki ima manjšo vero (Ranke Heinemann, 1992, 241).
3 Uta Ranke Heinemann v svojem delu o katoliški cerkvi in spolnosti posebej navaja Alfonza Ligvorija

L]�����VWROHWMD�LQ�QMHJRY�VSLV�.DNR�QDM�UDYQD�VSRYHGQLN�V�WLVWLPL��NL�MLK�QDGOHJXMH�KXGLþ��NRW�]DQLPLYRVW
LQ��]QDN��GD�VH�GROJR�QL�QLþ�VSUHPHQLOR���RS��D����SD�QDYDMD�ãH�QDYRGLOD�VSRYHGQLNRP�L]�OHWD�������NL
MLK�MH�]D�UDYQDQMH�]�JUHãQLNL��NL�VH�VSRYHGXMHMR�]DUDGL�REþHYDQMD�V�KXGLþHP��SULSRURþDO�PRUDOQL�WHRORJ
Franz Adam Göpfert (Ranke Heinemann, 1992, 243).
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YVH��QHQDUDYQH��]GUXåLWYH�]DþHOH�SRYH]RYDWL� V�KHUH]LMR� LQ�VRGRPLMD� MH�SRVWDOD�QHL]�
RJLEQR�SRYH]DQD�V�KHUH]LMR��NL�MH�LPHOD�RSUDYND�V�KXGLþHP���6DOLVEXU\�������������

6�����VWROHWMHP�MH�åLYDOVNL� VYHW�SRVWDO�EROM�JUR]Hþ� LQ�QHYDUHQ��NRW� MH�ELO�Y�]JRG�
QMHP� VUHGQMHP� YHNX�� NR� VR� ELOH� åLYDOL� ORþHQH� RG� þORYHND� ]� QHSUHKRGQLP� EUH]QRP
UD]OLNRYDQMD���2GVOHM�SD�VR�YHUMHOL��GD�VH�ODKNR�åLYDOL�VSROQR�]GUXåLMR�V�þORYHNRP�LQ
XVWYDULMR�SRWRPFH�� ]DVWUDãXMRþL� VYHW�GHPRQRY�SD� MH� ELO�SRYH]DQ� ]� ]HPHOMVNR�PHQD�
åHULMR���6DOLVEXU\�������������

7H� SUHGVWDYH� VR� VH� JORERNR� ]DVLGUDOH� Y� VUHGQMHYHãNR� PLVHOQRVW�� äLYDOVNHJD
XGHOHåHQFD�Y�DNWX�VRGRPLMH��NL�MH�RGVOHM�SRMPRYDQD�NRW�QDMYHþML�JUHK�SURWL�QDUDYL��QDM
EL� XELOL�� VHåJDOL� LQ� SRNRSDOL�� �&HUNHY� MH� QD� XVPUWLWHY� ]ORUDEOMHQH� åLYDOL� JOHGDOD� L]�
NOMXþQR� L]� MDYQRPRUDOQLK� LQ� YHUVNLK� VWDOLãþ�� VSRPLQ�QD�]ORþLQ�QDM�EL� VH� L]EULVDO��QH�
þLVWRYDQMH�QDM�EL�VH�L]JQDOR�L]�VYHWD�RELþDMHY�LQ�åLYOMHQMD�NULVWMDQRY���6DOLVEXU\�������
182).4

=DKWHYDQD�ND]HQ�MH�ELOD�WRUHM�SUHSURVWD��XELM�þORYHND�LQ�åLYDO�WHU�V�WHP�L]EULãL�VSR�
PLQ�QD�GHMDQMH�REHK�SDUWQHUMHY�±�þORYHãNHJD�LQ�åLYDOVNHJD��1DMYHþML�PHG�VKRODVWLNL�
7RPDå� $NYLQVNL�� NL� MH� RE� $YJXãWLQX� YVH� GR� GDQHV� JODYQD� DYWRULWHWD� JOHGH� VSROQH
morale (Ranke Heinemann, 1992, 186), je v svojih razmišljanjih izpostavil štiri vrste
QHQDUDYQH�SUHJUHKH��PDVWXUEDFLMR��KRPRVHNVXDOQRVW�� �QHQDUDYHQ�QDþLQ� VSROQH�]GUX�
åLWYH��LQ�VRGRPLMR��0HG�WHPL�QHQDUDYQLPL�SUHJUHKDPL�SD�MH�$NYLQVNL�ãWHO�VRGRPLMR
za najhujšo, imel jo je za najbolj gnusen greh (Salisbury, 1991, 182–183).

3UHGVWDYH�VKRODVWLþQLK�PLVOHFHY�VR�VH�SRþDVL�]DVLGUDOH�WXGL�Y�SRVYHWQR�]DNRQRGDMR
�&DUUDVFR�������������,]UDåDOH�VR�QDUDãþDMRþ�UHSUHVLYHQ�RGQRV�GR�KRPRVHNVXDOQRVWL�LQ
VRGRPLMH�WHU�]DKWHYDOH�VPUWQR�ND]HQ�]D�RED�]ORþLQD��2GVOHM�MH�ELOR�]DUDGL�]ORþLQD��LQ
QH�YHþ�VDPR�JUHKD��VRGRPLMH�XVPUþHQLK�YHþ�OMXGL��VNXSDM�V�VRGRPLWL�SD�VR�NRW�HQD�
NRYUHGHQ�SDUWQHU�Y�VRGRPLWVNHP�RGQRVX�QD�JUPDGL�NRQþDOH�WXGL�åLYDOL��=ORþLQ�VRGR�
PLMH�MH�ãH�Y�����VWROHWMX��YHOMDO�]D�RGYUQLWHY�RG�NUãþDQVWYD��]D�]GUXåLWHY�V�KXGLþHP�
(Hartl, 1973, 355).

,QNULPLQLUDQR� åLYDO� VR� YOHNOL� QD� PRULãþH� LQ� WUSLQþLOL� WDNR� NRW� KXGRGHOVNHJD� LQ
JUHãQHJD�þORYHND�5�5LWXDO�XVPUWLWYH�åLYDOL��NL�MH��þORYHNX�UDELOD�NRW�RURGMH�]D�]ORþLQ
sodomije", je tako kot usmrtitev samega sodomita potekal nadvse slovesno in z vsem
SRPSRP�� �7R� MH� ELO� RELþDM�� NL� VH� MH� Y� WHNX� VUHGQMHJD� YHND� UD]ãLULO� VNRUDM� SR� YVHK
GHåHODK� NUãþDQVNH� (YURSH�� �$PLUD�� ������ ����� WHU� VH� REGUåDO� ãH� Y� ]DNRQRGDML� ���
VWROHWMD��QSU��Y�åH�RPHQMHQL�7HUH]LMDQL�L]�OHWD������

�äLYDOLP�VR� WRUHM� UDGL�QDODJDOL�NULYGR�]D�VSROQH�SUHNUãNH��NL� VR� MLK�]DJUHãLOL� QDG
QMLPL� OMXGMH�� LQ� VR� MLK� FHOR�PXþLOL�� GD� VR� VWRNDOH�� NDU� VR� VL� UD]ODJDOL� NRW� SUL]QDQMH�
                                                          
4 Takšna naziranja kaznovanja greha sodomije so npr. prišla do izraza v Franciji, kjer so sodne spise o

SURFHVLK�]DUDGL�VRGRPLMH�VHåJDOL�VNXSDM�]�åLYDOMR�
5 6WHQVND�VOLND�Y�FHUNYL�6Y��7URMLFH�Y�PHVWHFX�)DODLVH�FHOR�NDåH�QHNR�VYLQMR��NL � VR� ML�QDGHOL�þORYHãND

REODþLOD��/HWD������ VR� MR��NHU� MH� XJUL]QLOD�QHNHJD�RWURND��QDMSUHM�SRKDELOL��QDWR�SD�REHVLOL� �+LEEHUW�
1965, 216; Amira, 1891, 554).
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�+LEEHUW��������������3URFHV�SURWL�åLYDOL�ODKNR�SUDY]DSUDY�R]QDþLPR�NRW�SURFHV�SURWL
SULND]QL��9� WDNHP�SURFHVX� QLVR� VRGLOL� åLYDOLP�� WHPYHþ� þDUREQLP� XURNRP� þORYHãNLK
R]LURPD�GHPRQVNLK�GXã�� VRGLOL� VR�PUDþQLP�GHPRQVNLP� VLODP� NRW� YLUX� JUHKD� LQ� ]OD
(Amira, 1891, 599).

=QDQL� SRGDWNL� R� QRYRYHãNHP� ND]QRYDQMX� �]ORþLQD� SURWL� QDUDYL�� QDYDMDMR� VDPR
kaznovanje sodomitov, podatki o morebitnem kaznovanju sodomitk pa niso znani.
6RGRPLMD� MH� ELOD� WRUHM� Y� WHP� þDVX� L]NOMXþQR�PRãNL� ]ORþLQ�� 6RGLOD� MH� WXGL�PHG� WHåMH
L]VOHGOMLYH�]ORþLQH��VWRULOFH�VR�OH�UHGNR�]DVDþLOL��9�/MXEOMDQL�PHG�OHWRPD������LQ�����
QSU�� EHOHåLPR� �� SULPHURY� REJODYOMHQMD� LQ� VHåLJD� VNXSDM� ]� åLYDOMR�� .DU� GYD� ]QDQD
primera "sodomitskega greha" (crimen bestialitatis) sta se zgodila leta 1650. "Dne 4.
MXQLMD� MH� ELOD� RGVHNDQD� JODYD� YRMDNX� GRPDþHJD�:RFKHQKDLPRYHJD� SROND� .ULãWRIX
)DVFKLQJX� LQ� MH�ELO�QDWR� WD� VHåJDQ� VNXSDM� ]�GYHPD�åUHELFDPD��=D� WR� MXVWLILNDFLMR� LQ
JUPDGR�MH�ãOD�YHOLND�YVRWD��FHOLK���JOG����NU��1D�HQDN�QDþLQ�MH�NRQþDO�SUHG�URWRYåHP
QD�JUPDGL�+DQåH�.DOLã�GQH�����RNWREUD��=DQM�LQ�]D�XSHSHOLWHY�REVRMHQH�NUDYH�VR�SR�
UDELOL�VNRUR����JOG���)DEMDQþLþ������±��������

9�UHGNLK�SULPHULK�VR�VHåJDOL�VDPR�åLYDO��]ORþLQFX�SD�RGPHULOL��EODåMR��ND]HQ��9
/MXEOMDQL� VR� WDNR� OHWD� ����� UD]þHWYHULOL� LQ� VHåJDOL� VDPR� NUDYR�� 6RGRPLWD�� NL� VR� JD
prijeli v Logatcu, je ljubljanski rabelj kar dvakrat ostro izprašal na natezalnici. Zaradi
EROHþLQ��NL� MLK�MH�SUHWUSHO��MH�VHYHGD�QDMSUHM�YVH�SUL]QDO��NR�SD�VWD�ELOL�REH� WRUWXUL�]D
QMLP�� MH� VYRM� JQXVQL� ]ORþLQ� ]RSHW� ]DQLNDO�� .HU� QHVUHþQLN� SR� WRUWXUL� QL� SURVWRYROMQR
SRQRYLO�VYRMHJD�SUL]QDQMD�ãH�QD�]DSLVQLN��VR�ELOL�PHVWQL�RþHWMH�SUL]DQHVOMLYHMãL� LQ�JD
]DUDGL�QMHJRYH�KXGRELMH�QLVR�REVRGLOL�QD�REJODYOMHQMH�]�PHþHP� LQ� VHåLJ�QD�JUPDGL�
=DYROMR�WHJD��NHU�MH�RþLWDQL�]ORþLQ�Y]WUDMQR�]DQLNDO��VR�JD�]D�YVH�åLYH�GQL�REVRGLOL�QD
delo v ogrskih rudokopih (Vrhovec, 1886, 110).6

=ORþLQ�VRGRPLMH�MH�RKUDQLO�UHOLJLR]QL�]QDþDM�NULYRYHUVWYD�LQ�]GUXåLWYH�V�KXGLþHP
skozi stoletja. Katoliški moralisti so še v 19. stoletju neprestano ponavljali za To-
PDåHP�$NYLQVNLP�� GD� MH� REþHYDQMH� ]� åLYDOMR� QDMRJDEQHMãL� JUHK�� GD� MH� PHG� YVHPL
JUHKL� QDVODGH� LQ� SRåHOHQMD� QDMKXMãL�� VDM� �åDOL� ERåMR� SRGRER��� KNUDWL� SD� MH� �VWUDãHQ
]ORþLQ�SURWL�þHãþHQMX�%RJD���0DUWLQ��������������äH�UD]VYHWOMHQL�FHVDU�-RåHI� ,,�� MH�Y
����OHWLK�����VWROHWMD�VRGRPLMR�UD]JODVLO�]D�SROLWLþQL�]ORþLQ��-HQXOO��������������9�SUL�
PHUX�� GD� MH� VRGRPLW� SRY]URþLO� MDYQR� SRKXMãDQMH�� VR� JD� RGVOHM� ND]QRYDOL� V� WHOHVQLP
kaznovanjem, strogim zaporom in javnim delom (Oesterreichische Gesetzeskunde,
����������7XGL� ]DNRQRGDMD� SUYH�SRORYLFH����� VWROHWMD� ]D� ]ORþLQ� VRGRPLMH�QL� YHþ� ]D�
htevala smrtne kazni. Kazenski zakonik cesarja Franca II. (po letu 1804 Franca I.) iz
leta 1803 je predvideval kazen od 6 mesecev do enega leta zapora. Za takratno sodno

                                                          
6 ,QNULPLQLUDQD�åLYDO�QDM�QH�EL�Y�QREHQHP�SULPHUX�XãOD�XVPUWLWYL��âH�7HUH]LMDQD�MH�QSU��GRORþDOD��Ga naj

NRQMHGHUHF�R]LURPD�UDEHOM�Y�SULPHUX��GD�EL� VRGRPLW�XEHåDO� URNL� SUDYLFH� DOL� VH�NDNR�GUXJDþH� L]RJQLO
ND]QL��Y�YVDNHP�SULPHUX�XVPUWL�LQ�VHåJH�SUHJUHãQR�åLYDO��2EODVWL�QDM�]D�WR�SRVNUELMR�]DWR��GD�Y�VRVHVNL
QH�ER�RVWDO�QREHQ�VSRPLQ�DOL�REHOHåMH� WDNãQH�JUR]RWH� ��������GDPLW� NHLQH�(ULQQHUXQJ��XQG�0HUNPDKO
solchen Greuels in der Gemeinde zurückbleibe") – (CCTh, 1769, 208).
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SUDNVR� MH�ELOR�SRGREQR�NRW�]D�þDVD�FHVDUMD�-RåHID� ,,��RGORþLOQR��GD�MH�ELOD� VRGRPLMD
QHQDUDYQL�VSROQL�DNW��NL�MH�SRY]URþDO�MDYQR�SRKXMãDQMH��-HQXOO�����������±�����+DUWO�
1973, 355–357). Kazenski zakon iz leta 1852, ki je ostal v veljavi do konca habs-
EXUãNH� PRQDUKLMH�� SD� MH� SHUYHU]QR� �QHþLVWRVW� SURWL� QDUDYL� ]� åLYDOPL�� ND]QRYDO� ãH
VWURåMH��V�WHåNR�MHþR�RG�HQHJD�GR�SHWLK�OHW��=ELUND�DYVWULMVNLK�]DNRQRY������������

.D]HQVNL� ]DNRQL� RG� -RåHID� ,,�� QDSUHM� QLVR� YHþ� SRVHEHM� SUHGYLGHYDOL� ND]QL� ]D
åLYDOL��7RGD�YVDM�ãH�Y�SUYL�SRORYLFL�����VWROHWMD�VR�åLYDO�XELOL��3UDYQLNL�VR�QDPUHþ�ãH
YHGQR�]DJRYDUMDOL�VWDOLãþH��GD�VH�PRUD�VSRPLQ�QD�JQXVQL�]ORþLQ�SRSROQRPD�L]EULVDWL�
WRUHM�MH�WUHED�XQLþLWL�WXGL�åLYDO��3UREOHP�VRGRPLMH�VHYHGD�YHV�þDV�QL�REãHO�WXGL�YRMVNH
LQ� Y� ]YH]L� V� VSUHPHPER� SRJOHGRY� QD� XQLþHQMH� åLYDOL� QDM� NRW� ]DQLPLYRVW� RPHQLP
GHNUHW�YRMQHJD�PLQLVWUVWYD� L]� OHWD�������NL� MH� ]D�åLYDO�GRORþDO�QDVOHGQML�GLVFLSOLQVNL
XNUHS���ýH�EL�Y�NDWHUL� L]PHG�YRMDãNLK�NRELODUQ�SULãOR�GR� VRGRPLWVNH�]ORUDEH�NRQMD�
WHJD�NRQMD�QL�YHþ�WUHED��NRW�GR�VHGDM��SRNRQþDWL��WHPYHþ�JD�MH�SRWUHEQR�SUHPHVWLWL�Y
drug oddelek" (Markus, 1986, 152).

Znameniti avstrijski psihiater Richard baron Krafft-Ebing (1840–1902), ki se je
posebej ukvarjal s seksualno patologijo ter kriminalno psihopatologijo, je s svojim
GHORP�YSOLYDO� WXGL�QD�VRGQR�SUDNVR��.UDIIW�(ELQJ�MH�QDPUHþ�ORþHYDO�VRGRPLMR��NL� MH
temeljila na psihopatoloških vzrokih, od nepatološke sodomije, ki so jo prakticirali
popolnoma zdravi, a moralno izprijeni in degenerirani ljudje (Wulfen, 1910, 551). Na
sodnih procesih so odslej upoštevali tudi element sodomitove prištevnosti oziroma
neprištevnosti. Procesi proti sodomitom so potekali za zaprtimi vrati, javnost je bila
L]NOMXþHQD�L]�REUDYQDYH�]�REUD]ORåLWYLMR��GD�VH�ERGR��QD�QMHM�UD]SUDYOMDOH�VWYDUL��NL�EL
vplivale na javnost jako nenravno" (ARS, fond 323, neurejeno, št. sodnega akta: Z
38/10, 1910). Na prelomu 19. in 20. stoletja je bilo slišati tudi prve predloge, da je
treba sodomijo sploh dekriminalizirati. Toda javno mnenje je sodomijo še vedno
obsojalo, odpor proti njej je bil vsesplošen.

6RGRPLMD�MH�ELOD�SRJRVWHMãD�QD�SRGHåHOMX�NRW�Y�PHVWLK��7DP�MH�ELO�VWLN�]�åLYDOPL
VHYHGD�EROM�QHSRVUHGHQ�LQ�SRJRVW��6RGRPLMD�MH�ELOD�VNRUDMGD�L]NOMXþQR�PRãNL�]ORþLQ�
9� VWDWLVWLþQLK� SRGDWNLK�� NL� MLK� MH� ]D� $YVWULMR� QD� ]DþHWNX� ���� VWROHWMD� ]EUDO� +DOHUGD�
VUHþDPR�OH�GYH�VRGRPLWNL��NL�VWD�VOXåLOL�NRW�GHNOL�LQ�VWD�ELOL�VWDUL����LQ����OHW��0HG����
VRGRPLWL� MH� ELOR� ��� PODMãLK� RG� ��� OHW� LQ� VR� RþLWQR� WUSHOL� ]DUDGL� �VHNVXDOQHJD� SR�
manjkanja", 38 moških je bilo starih med 20 in 25 let, dva sodomita pa sta štela prek
���OHW��0RãNL�VWRULOFL�VR�ELOH�YHþLQRPD�RVHEH��NL�VR�LPHOH�YHOLNR�RSUDYND�]�GRPDþLPL
åLYDOPL��NRW�VR�NPHþNL�KODSFL��NRþLMDåL��NPHþNL�VLQRYL��PHVDUVNL�SRPRþQLNL��GQLQDUML
QD�NPHWLMDK��0HG�VRGRPLWL�VUHþDPR�QDMYHþNUDW�KODSFH��NL�VR�VSDOL�Y�KOHYX��1DMYHþNUDW
VR� QHQDUDYQR� REþHYDOL� V� NUDYDPL� ������ NR]DPL� ������ WHOHWL� ������ SVL� ������ NRELODPL
(11), svinjami (7) in ovcami (4) – (Wulfen, 1910, 554).
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THE "WORST CRIME AGAINST NATURE": A LOOK AT BESTIALITY
BEGINNING IN THE MIDDLE AGES
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SUMMARY
As early as in the Middle Ages, the Catholic Church condemned, besides homo-

sexuality, bestiality, on the basis of the fact that sexual intercourse with animals had
already been resolutely prohibited by the Bible. In the Early Middle Ages bestiality
was equated with homosexuality, which not only led to stricter punishments but also
might have influenced a change in attitude of people toward animals. Instead of
being considered "inanimate, irrelevant objects", animal partners became equal
partners in an "unnatural" relationship, similar to the homosexual relationship – that
of two partners at the same level. Until the 19th century bestiality was considered a
deviation from Christianity, the unification with Satan. In the 12th century people
grew more scared of demons and it seemed that male and female demons (incubi and
succubi) were everywhere, trying to seduce women above all, but also, at times, men.
It was believed that a demon-devil creature could conceive a child.

The greatest Scholastic, St. Aquinas, besides St. Augustine the supreme authority
concerning sexual morality up to the present day, considered bestiality to be the
worst and the most bitter sin of all unnatural sins.

One of the first codifications of the penal law and process on Slovene soil – at the
Ljubljana maleficent office of Emperor Maximillian in 1514 – does not include the
crime of bestiality. However, the heretic sin of bestiality is included in the Constitutio
Criminalis Carolina (1532), regional court orders and the Constitutio Criminalis
Theresiana (1769), valid for all Austrian hereditary regions. These penal codes
determined that whoever 'lost control' over an animal be burnt on a stake together
with his animal partner.

The crime of bestiality preserved its religious nature of heresy and unification
with Satan throughout the centuries. In the 1780s, Joseph II declared it to be a
political crime punishable by strict imprisonment and public service; so did the
legislation of the first half of the 19th century (in accordance with a penal code from
1803, bestiality was punishable by imprisonment of six months to one year). A
crucial constituent determining the legal practice of that time was that bestiality was
considered to be an unnatural sexual activity causing public corruption. A penal
code from 1852 punished the perverse "defilement against nature with animals" even
more strictly – with laborious imprisonment from one to five years. In the transition
period between the 19th and 20th centuries, the first proposals to decriminalize
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bestiality were put forward. Nevertheless, public opinion was still condemning
bestiality and resistance to it was general.

Key words: bestiality, sexual deviation, unnatural relationship, heretic crime, cri-
minal law, punishment
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