_ MAY-JUNE, 1993
\_AV;“* ﬂ\ ¢.’ ;(-7"-' _ -, .{.‘.- =

Zarja—The Dawn




ZARJA - THE DAWN

(ISSN 0044-1848)
Postmaster: Send all changes of address to: ZARJA - THE
DAWN, 4851 S. Drexel Blvd., Chicago, IL 60615

NO. 5-6 MAY-JUNE, 1993 VOL. 65
Member, inots Fraternal Congress

Official Publication of the Slovenian Women's Union of America —
Uradno glasilo Slovenske Zenske Zveze,

Published monthly excepr January, June & August
mesec razen januar, junij in avgust.

Annual Subscription for non-members, $15.00 — naroénina $15.00
letno za ne-clanice.

Publisher: SLOVENIAN WOMEN'S UNION OF AMERICA
431 No. Chicago St., Joliet, 1. 60432
Telephone (815) 727-1926

1zhaja vsak

Second Class Postage paid ar Chicago, IL
All communicarions for the next issue of publication must be in the
hands of the Editor by the first week of the month — vsi dopisi za naslednjo
izdajo mesecnika morajo biti v rokah urednice do I. v mesecu.

Editor, CORINNE LESKOVAR
Editorial Office: 4851 S. Drexel Blvd., Chicago, IL 60615
Telephone: (312) 548-8878

HAPPY BIRTHDAY IN
MAY & JUNE

National Officer:

May 1 - Jean Korsman, Minnesota Regional President,
Biwabik, MN

Presidents:

May 11 - Christine Konte, Br. 66, Canon City, CO
May 12 - Barbara Spritzer, Br. 92, Gunnison, CO
May 25 - Frances Yerman, Br. 57, Niles, OH

June 15 - Robin Marolt, Br. 17, West Allis, WI
June 24 - Genevieve Safran, Br. 27, Braddock, PA
Secretaries:

May 3 - Anna Anderson, Br. 79, Enumclaw, WA

May 6 - Gladys Buck, Br. 16, So. Chicago, IL
May 7 - Josephine Argubright, Br. 89, Oglesby, IL
May 13 - Helen McFarland, Br. 66, Canon City, CO
May 13 - Mary Mejac, Br. 103, Washington, D.C.
May 17 - Marge Mollica, Br. 57, Niles, OH

May 27 - Anka Kregar, Br. 55, Girard, OH

May 28 - Linda Lambright, Br. 6, Barberton, OH

June 2 - Blanche Laurich, Br. 81, Keewatin, MN
June 3 Jane Hudak, Br. 74, Ambridge, PA

June 8 - Anne Pavelic, Br. 8, Steelton, PA

June Il - Betty Stack, Br. 24, LaSalle, IL

June 19 - Dorothy Brezonik, Br. 1, Sheboygan, WI
June 29 - Elizabeth Spolar, Br. 56, Hibbing, MN

MANY HAPPY RETURNS OF THE DAY!

DATES TO REMEMBER

May 11 - PRIZE PROJECT, Br. 42, Maple Hts., OH

June 6 - 65TH ANNIVERSARY MASS, Br. 20, Joliet, IL,
8:30 a.m.

June 23 - ANNUAL PICNIC, Br. 50, Euclid, Oh, Euclid Park
Clubhouse, 1 p.m.

June 27 - SUNDAY BRUNCH, Br. 13, San Francisco, CA,
after mass, Slovenian Hall,

Mother’s Day Celebrations

May 1 - Br. 47, Garfield, OH, Quinn's Restaurant (Solon),
I p.m.

May 1 - Br. 100, Fontana, CA at Millie's Restaurant, 5:30
p.m.

May 2 - Br. 35, Aurora, MN at Megan's Restaurant, 3 p.m.

May 2 - Br. 38, Chisholm, MN, 7:30 p.m.

May 4 - Br. 14, Euclid, OH, 6 p.m. Call Vera Bajec, 481-
7473

May 4 - Br. 19, Eveleth, MN, Holiday Inn, | p.m.

May 5 -  Br. 33, Duluth, MN

May 7 - Br. 101, Bedford, OH

May 8 - Br. 105, Detroit, MI, call (313) 751-0513

May 9 - Br. 17, West Allis, WI, Kegel's Inn, 12:30

May 11 - Br. 42, Maple Hts., OH, Dinner, 4 p.m. call Millie
Lipnos - 662-2252

May 11 - Br. 57, Niles, OH at Paul’s Restaurant

May 12 - Br. 43, Milwaukee, WI at Pleasant Valley Inn

May 13 - Br. 2, Chicago, IL, Mass at 7:30 followed by party,
Lower Hall

May 13 - Br. 5, Indianapolis, IN at SND, 11 a.m.

May 13 - Br. 16, So. Chicago, IL

May 16 -

May 13 - Br. 40, Lorain, OH, German Villa, 2 p.m. call
988-7768

May 16 - Br. 1, Sheboygan, W1, Mass and Brunch, call Aggie
452-8808

May 16 - Br. 103, Washington, D.C.

May 18 - Br. 20, Joliet, IL, St. Joe's Park, 6:30 p.m.

May 19 - Br. 32, Euclid, OH

May 19 - Br. 54, Warren, OH, Elks, Rt. 422, | p.m.

May 19 - Br. 55, Girard, OH, also 60th Anniversary
May 23 - Br. 13, San Francisco, CA, Marriott Hotel, 11 a.m.
call Jo Aiuto 863-8632

May 25 - Br. 50, Cleveland, OH at Sterle’s
May 26 - Br. 10, Cleveland, OH at SND Holmes Ave. | p.m.
call 744-4954 or 531-7635
u
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
WOMEN OF THE YEAR HONOREES

AND BEST WISHES
FOR A HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!
From Branch 42
Maple Heights, Ohio
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What a difference a day makes--having had a
cold, windy, and snowy week in Joliet while attending
the Board meeting, we were welcomed home to North-
ern Minnesota with warm, sunny weather. With tem-
peratures ranging from 50 to 65 degrees, the snow is
rapidly disappearing. We shall never forget tyhe day
it snowed in Joliet; National Vice President Beverly
Jackson of the San Francisco area couldn’t be happier
in the midst of a picturesque snowfall. She took count-
less snapshots while in this euphoric state. We, who
live in the Snow Belt for months realized how often
we take for granted the grandeur of nature’s beauty.

We're entering into the most exciting months
ahead of us and without a doubt, the busiest and most
gratifying. For months we've been planning our gar-
dens, deciding whether the windows need a fresh coat
of paint, and an endless list of what must be done
when warmer weather comes. Sometimes it becomes
overwhelming but doing one job at a time, we method-
ically complete our projects. A lesson that | learned
at an early age was that we must enjoy what we are
doing, then no task is difficult to undertake.

Two beautiful Slovenian dolls hand made by Be-
verly Jackson were awarded to Jonita Ruth for recruit-
ing the greatest number of new members in our Phase
Il Membership Campaign, “Slovenians, We're Unit-
ed!”

Effective since April # 1993 our Phase IIT Mem-
bership Campaign has begun, the slogan being:
“Slovenian Wisdom Unsurpassed.” An original oil
painting by artist, Damjan Kreze of Cleveland will be
awarded to the top recruiter. Let's get some compet-
ition going with Jonita Ruth who diligently seeks to
enroll new members,

We're midway between conventions and it’s time
to think and plan for Convention 1995, dates set for
May 19, 20, 21, 1995. San Francisco, our host city,

GLORIOUS MONTHS AHEAD FOR US!

will undoubtedly be expensive; however, the Board
decided we can no longer pay for per diems and airfare.
It will be the responsibility of each branch to defray
the greater portion of the delegate’s expenses. The
Home Office will only allow each delegate $225.00.
Many of our members who do a great deal of traveling
know that we don’t always get “cheap” rates. San
Francisco is a very popular vacation area so please
start making your plans early: perhaps families could
plan their vacations at that time.

There comes a time when one must view conven-
tions realistically and objectively. Begin by planning
on sending a delegate who is interested in the welfare
of our organization. Sending a delegate “for a good
time™ or “to make money” or *we don’t dare vote for
another person because she’s always gone before™ are
archaic and obsolete. Our future depends on members
who are deeply committed and interested in the preser-
vation of our S.W.U. culture and heritage. The oppor-
tunities to channel our resources of our Culture and
Heritage are greater ever since the United States gov-
ernment recognized Slovenia as a sovereign nation
and subsequently established the Slovenian Embassy
in Washington, D.C. We are no longer asked, “Where
is Slovenia?” Interest in research and tracing one’s
genealogy increased dramatically within the past year.

To all of our mothers, Happy Mother’s Day and
congratulations to our S.W.U. Mothers/Women of the
Year who will be honored by their respective branches.
This is a special tribute which every branch is re-
quested to follow. Ask any member who was honored
and they will attest to the glowing memories of their
Mother/Woman of the Year celebration,

May your summer with family and friends be
glorious, relaxing and prayerful!

L

Victoria “Tory” Bobence

f/n our organization of exceptional women, we have many
mothers, grandmothers, great grandmothers and great
great grandmothers. We have many women whose love
and mothering is equally unselfish.
To each of you, our hearts sing out a wish for blessings
now and for eternity.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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A Time To Be Gentle

The soft winds,

the blue calm soft winds,

soft and good

to bring serenity and peace

are here

~ s0 that quickly the heart finds

the place once more

where the angel abides,

where a rose garden in silence

is kept at it's side

and where the very touch of ourselves
rests in a land amidst the moon.

— In a time to be gentle

given to us so often

when not a word is needed or said,
when we stop to look at the trees at noon
and how the sun traces it’s love

on the roofs of the houses instead.

When we stop to see into another’s heart
and find how our love has been gathered there,
when we stop to notice

the pace of our life

has been slowed and lifted in prayer

— we proceed on soft winds,

blue calm winds, soft and good

in eastern angel time

beyond the distance of earth or rhyme
on winds that lift the angel's wings

and in song

only a human heart can sing.

— Klima

“She uses song to add to life’s joy” is the heading
of a story about soprano, Diane Klima, that we read
in the Skokie (Chicago Suburban) Life newspaper.
Diane and her mother are members of SWU and
have participated in local Slovenian activities,

When Diane is performing, she often wears the
national costumes of the countries she is depicting.
Her beautiful appearance in these costumes “may
symbolize the ghost of ourselves coming back to re-
mind us of what is important in our lives” she says.
Diane also explains that the Slavic costumes are in
the colors of the heart, with the predominant color

of red used in flowers and designs.

She is a former Miss Chicago runner up and
DePaul University award soloist at Orchestra Hall
in Chicago and is the recipient of the prestigious
Polish Arts Club Marcella Sembrich Kochanska
Award. She has traveled to Poland and other Euro-

pean countries during her singing tours.

Diane is also a poet and has submitted this poem
JSor our enjoyment which we dedicate to all Mothers.
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Julia Petrich
Br. 2, Chicago, IL

The 1993 Woman of the Year from
Br. 2 is Julie Petrich, a member of 30
years. She was born in Plesivica, Bre-
zovica, near Ljubljana, Slovenia, on
February 16, 1923, the daughter of
Anton and Maria Brencic. She had
three sisters, Frances, Maria, Ivanka
and a brother, Tony. Julie and Ivanka
are the only surviving members of the
family.

Julie's family arrived in the U.S. on
Oct. 26, 1949 and settled temporarily
in Louisville, Kentucky, then moved
to Chicago on April 3rd, 1950, she met
her future husband, Frank, at a Slove-
nian play at St. Stephen’s church hall.
Julie and Frank were married at St.
Stephen's on January 27, 1951 by Fr,
Innocent Ferjan, OFM. (This was the
first marriage officiated by Fr. Innocent
when he came to this parish.)

Juliec and Frank became the proud
parents of two sons, Frank, Jr. and
Joseph and a daughter, Julia. Frank is
the proprietor of Burdeen Shoe Store
on Cermak Rd., Joseph is an industrial
engineer located in Korea and Julie is

" Their 96[& (s fo [ou&:...ouu, to chenish it...

a homemaker in Chicago. There are
eight grandchildren, the pride and joy
of grandma and grandpa.

Julie is an active member in some
other organizations, too, such as 42
year member of St. Anne’s KSKJ, 30
years with the Altar and Rosary Society
and St. Stephen’s Senior Women's
Club.

Every second Sunday for the past 20
years, Julie helps serve breakfast to the
members of St. Stephen’s Holy Name,
hosted by the Altar and Rosary ladies.

She has been a faithful SWU
pallbearer, on committee for the annual
Altar & Rosary Bunco Party, and in
past years served as cook for special
parish occasions.

The Holy Name Society honored her
as Mother of the Year in 1978. Julie
enjoys knitting, crocheting, going to
Bingo and monthly trips with the St.
Stephen’s Senior group. She and her
husband, Frank, have for many years
enjoying dancing which they were able
to do once again at their 40th Anniver-
sary party, when the accompanying
photo was taken on page 5.

Congratulations Julie!

Reporter
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Mary Kernc Tekavec
Br. 3, Pueblo, CO

Mary Tekavec, Mother of the Year
of Branch 3, is a lifelong resident of
Pucblo, Colorado and comes from a
family of four children, one of whom
is deceased.

Mary is President of our Branch and
has been a member since 1956. She
has been instrumental in getting mem-
bers to attend meetings and works hard
for the betterment of our lodge.

She and her husband, Albert, were
married for 47 years. He passed away
in 1987. She has two children, Carol
Shisler and Al Tekavec. There are six
grandchildren and three great grand-
daughters.

Mary is an avid bowler and bowls
in three leagues weekly. She loves gar-
dening and cooking, enjoys her social
organizations and is past president of
the Eagles Auxiliary 3367. Her greatest
Joy is babysitting her great grandchil-
dren! She is a member of St. Joseph's
Catholic Church.

The members of Branch 3 are proud
to honor her as Mother of the Year for
1993,

Congratulations, Mary!

s
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Kate Osep
Br. 12, Milwaukee, WI

My aunt, Kate Osep is the Mother
of the Year of Br. 12. She was born
on February 24, 1907 and has made
good use of the 86 years the Lord has
already given her.

A typical Slovenian mother, she
serves Sunday dinner at noon, rain or
shine, and no one ever goes home hun-
gry! She fills you up with everything
from delicious home-made soup to her
famous, onec-of-a-kind, out-of-this-
world potica, and then, sends you home
with a big doggie bag and lots of hugs
and Kisses!

Kate is widowed, has two sons, three
grandsons and one great granddaugh-
ter. You can imagine how extra special
she is to Grandma!

Although she is 86, Kate still
crochets beautifully, drives her own
car, travels, and was still bowling
weekly until just a year ago,

She’s quite a dynamo!

Just a few dates in Kate's life: She
married John Osep on Feb, 28, 1927,
was widowed 42 years later and is a
member of Br. 12 over 50 years!

Kathie Child

MAY-JUNE, 1993 /3



Doreen Sustarich

Br. 13, San Francisco, CA

Branch 13, San Francisco, is proud
to announce that our member Doreen
Virginia Sustarich is our 1993 Woman
of the Year.

Doreen has been a member for 21
years, Branch 13’s auditor for 10 years,
and is a third generation S.W.U.
member.

Doreen is the granddaughter of Katie
Judnich, one of Br. 13’s original mem-
bers, and the daughter of Helen and
Frank Sustarich. Mom, Helen was a
past financial secretary. Doreen is the
twin sister of financial secretary, Mo-
reen Spencer, and niece of our great
president, Josephine Aiuto, and au-
ditor, Virginia Sustarich, cousin of tre-
asurer, Michele Twers and auditor,
Ann Sustarich.

Doreen is proud of her Slovenian
heritage, and you can always find her
working for Br. 13 in the Slovenian
Hall kitchen or putting away tables and
chairs. She is also treasurer of the
Slovenian Hall Board of Directors, be-
longs to Club Slovenia, and Slovenian
American Fraternal and Beneficial So-
ciety.

Doreen’s hobbies are cooking and
gardening. She brings a lot of fun to
us with her enjoyment playing the ac-
cordian and tamburitza! And, driving
her car... she jumps in and goes... a
real road runner. She is always giving
someone a helping hand, whether it is
going to the store or giving someone a
ride, she is there for you. She has the
wonderful knack of putting a chuckle
in your heart, and a smile on your face.
Doreen is loved by everyone, espe-
cially her twin sister, Moreen and
brother-in-law, Don, and absolutely
adored by her twin nephews, Kevin and
Kenneth Spencer. Aunty Doreen makes
life so much fun.

Doreen is a very special person in
her unique family. In the last four gen-

erations, her family has one set of

twins. She and her sister are the third
generation, and belong to a special
group at the University of California
called, California Special Pairs.

Our Woman of the Year is a Kranski
Hrib girl, going to Patrick Henry,
Everett Jr., Mission High School, then
attending San Francisco City College
and the University of Hawaii. She
worked for the Federal Reserve Bank,

4/ ZARJA - the DAWN

then went into the food industry, where
she 1s credit manager at S.E. Rykoft/
Sexton Fine Foods.

May God bless you Doreen, in all
you do, and thank you for being such
a wonderful sister.

Moreen

Mary Sintic
Br. 14, Euclid, OH

Mary was born May 3, 1925, in
Cleveland, Ohio, the daughter of Blase
and Agnes Klucaric of Slovenian/Cro-
atian descent. She is the eldest of three
children, two brothers, Ed and Frank.

She attended St. Vitus Catholic
Elementary School, Wilson Ir. High,
and East High.

At the age of sixteen (16), Mary had
her first office job and has had several
other various positions including own-
ing her own business, a Childrens” Ap-
parel Shoppe.

Her hobbies include knitting,
crocheting, flower arrangements, bean
bag playing, and balina.

She has been married for (47) forty-
seven years to  her childhood
sweetheart, Al Sintic. Al is a retired
machinist and was known as one of the
best dancers at Slovenian Home, 64th
and St. Clair, fifty “short” years ago.
They reside in Collinwood where they
have lived the past forty years. At pre-
sent they are active in bean bag and
balina clubs. They love traveling and
partying.

They have two children, a daughter
Gerrie who is a homemaker and mar-
ried to Councilman Ed Matyja of
Wickliffe and they are the parents of
five teenage boys, and a son Dale who
is a confirmed bachelor living at home
with his parents.

Mary is the proud grandmother of
five boys, Eddie 19, Dennis I8, Mike
16, Russell 15, and Greg i4. Her
grandsons, just as her children, think
the world of her. They are very close
to her and sece cach other often. She
makes things for them such as hats,
swealters, and scarves. She bakes them
their favorite desserts and listens to
many of their problems and knows most
of their secrets. When they were
younger she was their favorite baby-sit-
ter and best friend. And now that they
are older she still is their best friend
and a very much loved grandma.

Mary volunteers her services for

making memorable events of the clubs’
Mothers Day and Christmas Dinners.
She donates many hours into making
hand made decorations and  special
party favors for everyone.

Mary is a very generous, warm, and
friendly person. She is a very sharp
dresser, attractive, has snow white hair,
green eyes, and always has a great
smile. All of Mary's immediate family,
which includes her husband, children,
son-in-law, grandsons, brothers, sis-
ters-in-law, eleven  nieces, and
nephews, seven great nieces, and
nephews and her many [riends, agree
that she is one very remarkable and
beautiful woman.

Mary says, “The greatest inspira-
tions in my life are my husband, chil-
dren, and most of all now, my five
grandsons. I have many fond
memories, some very personal which
include my family and close friends and
others I can share such as my trips with
my husband to Hawaii, Europe, Carib-
bean Cruise and our many trips to Las
Vegas.

“This honor was a complete surprise
to me since there are many more de-
serving members. I thank the members,
my friends, and my family for bestow-
ing upon me such a great honor.”

Reporter

Manda Maggio
Br. 16, So, Chicago, IL

The members of Branch 16 are proud
to honor Manda (Bublich) Maggio as
our Mother of the Year for 1993,
Manda was born on July 14, 1921 in
Chicago and was married to Orlando
Maggio on June 28, 1946 at Sacred
Heart Church.

Her daughter, Kathleen is a Senior
Sales Director for Mary Kay Cosmetics
for 17 years and has received numerous
awards for sales achievements includ-
ing a pink Cadillac!

Her daughter, Denise is a Major Ac-
countant Processor for 1. B. Diffusion
located in the Merchandise Mart.

Manda is retired from the Chicago
Board of Education where she spent
29-1/2 years as a Lunch Room Man-
ager. She was also a Head Waitress of
the banquet facilities for the 10th Ward
Democratic Organization. She is one
of the Chief Cooks at St. George
Church, planning and preparing many
outstanding dinners for their fund-rais-



ing projects. In fact, she is featured in
the St. George Church Bulletin as Chel
A’'La Manda, a title she well deserves
for her culinary expertisc.

Manda is a very active and loyal
member of Br. 16. She joined in July
of 1969 and attends meetings regularly.
She handles the games at the monthly
meetings and the raffles at the various
affairs. She is the third member of her
family to receive this honor. In 1967,
her sister, Ana Lustig was chosen
Mother of the Year and in 1982, her
sister, Mary Bublich was
Woman of the Year. Ana was also 1l1.-
Ind. Regional Pres. for several years.,
There are seven members in the Bub-
lich tamily and they are all proud of
the achievements of Ana, Mary and

chosen

Julie Petrich and husband, Frank

All Mothers of Br. 101

Manda in Br. 16 as well as of their
brother, Tony Bublich who is a profes-
stonal bowler and who is honored in
the Bowlers™ Hall of Fame.

Her hobbies are bowling, dancing,
cooking and baking.

In addition to the above activitics,
Manda is a member of the Confraternity
of Christian Mothers of St. George
Church, the Senior Choir of St. George
Church, the Calumet Park Seniors and
the Women’s Club of St. Francis De-
Sales Church.

Manda will be crowned 1993 Mother
ol the Year by our 1992 Mother of the
Year, Fran Zupancic at a dinner at the
Crow Bar Restaurant on Thursday
evening, May 13th. There will also be
acrowning of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Manda, you are loved by all mem-
bers, and we wish you a Very Happy
Mother’s Day and that you will be bles-
sed with happiness and good health so
that you will enjoy all the activities
which you are involved in for many
years to come.,

Congratulations!

Gladys K. Buck

Helen Pizar

Br. 17, West Allis, W1

It scems as if Helen Pizar has spent
most ol her life serving others! She
shares her gracious and beautiful self
in many ways.

As a girl, she worked in various
stores since she was 16, in her parents’

business and other places such as the
Boston Store where she spent 22 years.
Now she is a volunteer at the gift shop
at West Allis Hospital, a job she greatly
enjoys because she can visit with so
many people she knows.

Helen's birthplace is Milwaukee, she
was born there in 1912, the cldest of
four children. She married Joseph Pizar
in 1933, He was employed as superin-
tendent at the Medusa Cement Plant
and passed away in 1971 alter they
were married 38 years. Their two
daughters are Elizabeth (Beth) who
lives in El Paso, TX with her husband,
Mike Arthur and son, Michael.
Another daughter, Joy, lives in Florida
with her husband Joe Mikuliza, two
daughters, Mary Grant and Ann, and

Mary Tekavec

5
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a son. Michael. Little great grand-
daughter. Marilyn Smith is the apple
ol her eye!

Helen has many talents. She s
known for having a beautiful touch with
the Knitting and crochet needles! She
loves making things and has delighted
her family with hand-made afghans,
doilies. ete. When they were young,
she provided her daughters with many
pretty clothes she had sewn lor them.
Her plants and flowers also benefit
from an exceptionally blessed green
thumb! And, she says, when the girls
were voung she enjoyed all their ac-
tivities with the Brownies and Girl
Scouts as a Leader for 20 years or so.

Her membership with SWU  goes
back 1Y years. Her sister, Fran Piwoni
is our diligent Reporter of Br. 17 and
her mother was a member, as 1s daugh-
ter Beth and grandson, Michael. She
has also enjoyed membership in Sloga
Fraternal Lodge ol Wisconsin,

Emma Ronkainen
Br. 19, Eveleth, MN

Our branch has chosen Emma Ron-
kainen tor Mother of the Year. She has
been an active and supportive member
of Branch 19 since 1984, A May 4th
luncheon will be held in her honor at
the Holiday Inn in Eveleth starting at
1:00 p.m.

Mrs. Ronkainen was born and raised
in a Ely, MN. Her parents were Mr,
& Mrs, Frank Miklaucic, and she had
three brothers and two sisters.

After graduating from high school
she owned and operated the Ely Shop-
per for four years.

Emma was married to Donald Ron-
kainen in 1950. They moved to Vir-
ginia, MN in 1951, where they owned
and operated the Cottage Grocery for
25 years.

The Ronkainen’s have four children,
Gerold and Donald residing in Vir-
ginia, and Mike and Shirley, living in
Minneapolis. Emma has six grandchil-
dren.

Emma likes to spend her leisure time
doing puzzles, baby-sitting grandchil-
dren, and traveling. She is a member
of Holy Spirit Church. Moose Club Au-
xiliary, AFU #2. and SWU, Br. 19.

Please make your reservations for the
luncheon with Mary Vranikar 741-
0401. Everyone is welcome!

Vida Lanari,
Secretary
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Helen Horwath

Br. 20, Joliet, IL

Branch 20’s 1993 Woman of the
Year” is Helen Horwath. Helen was
the unanimous choice of the branch’s
newly-established Woman of the Year
Committee,

Helen has been a very active member
ol the Slovenian Women's Union for
the past 28 years. Actually, she has
laithfully served in two of our branches
- #103 in Washington, D.C. as a
charter member, and then #20, Joliet,

Helen was born in Joliet, but her
family's roots are in Slovenia. Her
mother, Josephine (Cankar) was born
in Ljubljana, and her father, Joseph
Horvat, was from Novo Mesto, One of
her mother’s relatives is the famed
Slovenian author, Ivan Cankar. As one
of Slovenia's foremost writers, many
of his books are in the Library of Con-
gress of the United States.,

Helen and her two sisters and two
brothers all attended St. Joseph's grade
school in Joliet. She graduated from
Providence High school and attended
several colleges. Because her work
with the federal government took her
on many assignments, Helen never was
able to obtain her degree. She retired
from the U.S. Federal Service in 1964
and returned to Joliet. For the next ten
years she worked for Silver Cross
Hospital’s  director of nursing and
public relations director. She retired
in 1975. In 1976 Helen spearheaded
the work of our Slovenian Heritage
Museum and got involved in the Hlinois
Historical Society and the Congress of
Historical Illinois  Small  Muscums
(CHSM). She conducted tours of our
Museum and enabled us to become a
part of the Ilinois and Michigan Canal
National Heritage Corridor.

Helen submitted the film titled
“Golden Times”. which was produced
by Irene Odorizzi, to CHISM. Sub-
sequently, Irene was recognized for her
work at their annual meeting in
Springfield, IL.

In addition to her work on behalf of
CHISM and the I & M Corridor, Helen
was very active in setting up shows and
recruiting volunteers for our Museum.
She and five member/volunteers at-
tended a workshop at Lewis University
in  preparation  for  Small  Ethnic
Museums, presented by CHISM. This
workshop stimulated more activity and
recognition for our Museum. Helen

worked with local Slovenian artists---
Lillian Brule, Lucille Dragovan and
Karl Pushnik---for a showing ol their
works. This event was very successiul
and highly acclaimed by the Joliet com-
munity.

In 1987 Helen was chairperson of
the 21st National Convention held in
Joliet. She set up the convention pro-
gram and successfully guided and or-
ganized the committees and volunteers.
In 1986 she was co-chairperson for the
60th anniversary celebration of SWU
national convention which was also
held in Joliet.

In between coordinating these major
events, Helen also volunteered her
services for Branch 20°s other functions
such as the annual Grape Harvest Fes-
tival and Ethnic Heritage Days in Joliet.
Not only did she bring the elderly to
our meetings, her car was the bus to
anywhere our seniors had to go---shop-
ping. doctor appointments, church, and
such.

Non-branch  activities  included
teaching St. Joseph’s Senior Parishion-
ers how to loom rugs and volunteering
at Our Lady of Angels Retirement
Home. For her volunteerism she was
nominated by St. Joseph’s Senior
Parishioners to the Will County Hall
of Fame,

When St. Joseph’s Church celeb-
rated its Centennial in 1991, Helen in-
volved hersell in researching and help-
ing Jim Starasinich compile a history
of the parish. Just prior to the actual
centennial celebration in June, Helen
was [elled by a devastating stroke and
spent many weeks in the hospital and
several more months in a nursing home.
Within the past year she has been able
to return to her home and care for her-
self, with just a bit of assistance from
a domestic helper.

Helen's loyalty to Br. 20 remains
strong. Her role models are Irene
Odorizzi and Corinne Leskovar. Says
Helen: “Irene and Corinne were my in-
spiration as they were very supportive
and gracious in assisting me with our
Museum.”

Like Irene and Corinne, Helen is
truly an outstanding role model and rep-
resents the best qualities of our modern
Slovenian women.

Proudly submitted by:

Woman of the Year Committee:
Jonita Ruth, Ann Dragovan,
Char Kobe, Pat Figuerowski,

Mary Kay Demick and Deanie Gudac
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Rose Kerntz

Br. 23, Ely, MN

Rose's special gift is loving and
helping children. This makes her the
perfect choice as Br, 23’s Mother of
the Year! She spent some time when
she was a young lady as a “nanny”,
working in Chicago, her first job. Her
other special talents are her abilities to
create wonderful dishes and pastries in
her warm kitchen. Probably, Rose is
best known for her world class
“potica”! She loves to sew and em-
broider, too.

Rose likes to attend the meetings of
Br. 23, to socialize with other members
and is always wanting to help. Proof
of this is the fact that she has enrolled

Mary Sintich

some ol her grandcehtldren in the branch
and has served on numerous lunch com-
mittees. She has never held office but
has been the Hag-bearer Tor funerals in
the past.

Rose was born in Bangor Location
in Biwabik on August 31, 1911. Her
parents were Frank and Mary Hren. She
comes from a tamily ol § = her lather
worked in the mine there, and when
Rose was in the Sth or 6th grade. they
moved to Ely. Her schooling [ollowed,
from Biwabik to Ely, and she was al-
ways busy helping her younger brothers
and sisters. In 1931, Rose married
Frank Kerntz in Ely. Their first home
was by Everett Lake where they raised
chickens. Then, Rose and Frank moved
back to Ely and Frank operated a saw
mill while working at the Pioneer Mine

Manda Maggio with daughters, Hathy and Denise

at Basswood/Hubacks and lastly, ftor
Lynn Paulson.

Rose has been widowed for 32 years
— Frank passed away in 1961. She has
lived in her home at Chandler Location
since they moved back to Ely from
Everett Lake.

She has three sons who are all funeral
directors. Jim, her eldest is married to
Mary and they have seven children:
Terry is married to Kathy and has four
children; and Frank, married to
RaeAnn has three children. So there
are 8 grandchildren and they spend all
of the holidays and many other days
together. Rose says she is lucky to have
her three sons all in the Ely area. She
1s able to see the grandchildren often
and they all take very good care of her.
Some of her great grandchildren still

Helen Pizar and grandson, Michael
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come 10 “Gramma’'s™ when they need
buby-sitting while mom and dad are
working.

Rose 1s probably one of the warmest,
most generous, hospitable persons God
created. She loves to chat and has merry
bluc eyes, silver hair and of course, 18
a little shortie when standing next to
her three tall sons! We call her “Rosie™!

She treasures all the moments ol her
life.

Reporter

Helen Kunich

Br. 26, Pittsburgh, PA

Our Mother ol the Year. Helen
Kunich, is a bubbly. laughing. good
natured and petite 89-year-old. She
lives with a daughter and two grand-
daughters who do not let her do any
chores nowadays and are alwavs will-
ing to chauffeur her to social affairs,
meetings, church, ctc.

Helen is very active. and attends
many of the meetings and alTairs ol the
organizations ol which she is o«
member. One of them is the Slovene
Pensioners, which meets every second
Wednesday of the month. At these
meetings,  Helen plays
bingo, buys tickets for the various ral-
fles and enjoys the refreshments.

She is also an active member of the
Zveza and attends most of the monthly
meetings. Helen is one of Br. 26's old-
est members and is well loved by all.

Some of the other organizations she
belongs to are: St Mary Assumption
Church’s Christian Mothers and the
Lawrenceville Senior Citizens Center.
Helen attends many of these group al-
fairs and 1s always an active participant
in whatever is going on.

Br. 26 is very happy and proud to
have Helen as its member and to name
her as their 1993 Mother of the Year.

Mary Slaney

socializes.

Lucille Wickstrom
Br. 28, Calumet, Ml

Lucille was chosen Mother of the
Year by the members of Br. 28. She
has been a member for 27 years, joining
in 1966 and was recently elected as
vice president,
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She s a widow with two children.
Mavis  McKinstry — and  Marshall
Wickstrom: four grandchildren, Jim,
Lynn. Wendy and Ellior,

Luctlle 1s quite active in her lodges.
She is the secretary ol the VEW Au-
xiliary 3900 and is a member of the
Daughters of Isabella #413, the Na-
tional Catholic Society ol Foresters
#5107, Laurium Scnior Citizens, St
Paul’s Altar Society, the AARP Chap-
ter 1676, the Ahmuk Senior Citizens,
Fraternal Order of Eagles Auxiliary 382
who chose her as Mother ol the Year
in 1976,

Lucille is a graduate ol Calumet
High School and enjoys social events,
especially Bingo games and playing
Pinochle. She was a Bingo Caller for
many vears. And, oh, the game shows!

The family is nearby. Her son, Mar-
shall was in the Marines in Vietnam
and 1s currently working as a mainte-
nance man at the Medical Care Facility
at Hancock. His wife, Lynn is a beaut-
itian in Laurium at Lynne Fashion
Trends. Daughter, Mavis is employed
at Fraki’s Market as a check-out clerk
and her husband. Paul is a barber in
Laurtum. All these towns are close to
cuch other on the Keweenaw Peninsula
ol Upper Michigan.

Lucille is deeply honored to be cho-
sen Mother of the Year,

Jean CGlara McNulty

Br. 32, Euclid, OH

Jean Clara Massek was the second
daughter of John and Sophia Massck,
born in Uniontown, PA on August 18,
1919 Her father was in business most
of his life. First he had a company store
in Continental, PA, then owned a groc-
ery store in Uniontown. Later, he was
the president of a meat packing com-
pany. Her mother was a homemaker
and the president of Zivena for 20
years, until she was in her late 80°s.
Sophia was an excellent seamstress and
buaker.

Jean had two sisters, Elizabeth, de-
ceased since 1973 and Betty who re-
sides in Uniontown. Jean attended St.
Mary’s grade school and St. John's
high school in Uniontown. After high
school, she was a bookkeeper for P.M.
Auto Supply and eventually came to
Cleveland to work for Osborn’s. She

returned to Uniontown to marry Leo
McNulty.

Once married, her place was at
home. After the wedding on August
1 7. 19406 they lived in PA until 1955
when a (lood forced them to move o
Ohio. They settled in Cleveland, on E,
79th St. Later, they moved again, this
time to Euclid where she still resides.

As a child, Jean played the piano
and violin. She enjoyed llower arrang-
ing and began collecting china and
ceramic and wooden shoes. Her collec-
Hon now is quite extensive.

lean also enjoys going out to play
bingo. She belongs to the St. Christ-
me’s Ladies Guild, Chrisentors, St.
Raobert’s Seniors, Slovenian Women's
Union Br. 32 and the First Catholic
Slovak Ladies Association,

She is the mother of two children.
Patricia, born in 1947 and Tom, born
in 1951. As they were growing up, Jean
took the children all over by bus, and
by Greyhound back to Uniontown to
visit. She spend endless hours with
them on their front porch when there
were front porches!

Daughter, Pat has two grown chil-
dren, Theresa, and Gibby Aspinwall.
In 1986, Pat married Jack Ulrich and
they own the PJ Pub in Kirtland. Tom
is married to Michaelene Krann since
1975 and they have wwin daughters,
Lisa and Erin (11) a two sons, Ryan
(9) and Eric (6). They are also raising
Michaclene's 16 year old niece, Jamu
Krann for the past four years. Tom is
a Sales Manager for A.D.T. Security
and Michaelene works as a programmer
for Eaton. Tom recently went back to
college and will soon graduate with a
B.S. in Business Management,

Grandma Jean really enjoys her
grandchildren. Before Tom’s children
went to school, Jean and her husband
baby-sat once a week.,

The children love the time they spend
with grandma and grandpa! You can
always count on grandma, right?

One of Jean's greatest pleasures is
cating out and shopping with grand-
daughter, Teresa. She also loves to buy
trinkets for the younger ones and selects
prewy jewelry for the girls and oy cars
lor the boys. When she goes 1o a lust
lood place she always picks a "Happy
Meal™ so she can take something back
for the kids! But, now, Jean is slowing
down because of arthritis. She has lots
of memories, and enjoys tellings about
them. She had her parents for 70 years



Helen Horwath

and they had many nice times so Jean
is a veritable storyteller ol old times.

Jean loves to travel. too. Tell her

about a good trip and she will go! Jean

does go, to Las Vegas every year for

the past 20 years or so!

She has been our member since 1978

and is very dedicated to all of her sister

members.

Michaelene M. McNulty

Stella Mattson
Br. 33, Duluth, MN

Stella (Banas) Mattson was born
Feb. 2, 1918, a lifelong Duluthian, has
been a SWU member for 33 years. Her
parents, Stanley and Mary Banas were
Polish immigrants. Her sister, Helen

Jean McHulty

Mosack. is also a member of our
branch.

Attended  Stowe. Morgan  Park.
graduated from Central high school and
took additional secretarial courses.

Stella’s first job upon graduation was
at Nopeming Sanitarium in food serv-
ices for 5 ycars. She lived on the
grounds and went home only on dayvs
off even though it was only 6 miles
away. She worked for ten vears at
Klearfax Linen Looms until the factory
closed: Western Electric until mar-
riage.

Stella and Carl A. Mattson, an elec-
trician, were marricd on Nov. 26, 1955
in St. Elizabeth’s Church. They moved
to 3831 W. 6th St., West Duluth, where
she still resides, and 15 a member of

Helen Kunich

Holy Family Parish. Carl died of cancer
on Nov. 8, 1983,

Stella does all types of crafts, knits,
sews, excellent cook. Her specialty is
making baby quilts, sweatshirts, cos-
tumes. Enjoys traveling across U.S.;
Poland to visit relatives and homeland.
Medjugorje, and Hawaii.

Carl and Stella celebrated their 25th
anniversary Nov, 1980 with family and
friends; then went to Hawaii for 3
weeks — her most fond memory.

Stella and Carl had two children.
Jimmy, born in 1956, died at Y months.
Jean, born in 1958, attended Duluth
Schools and graduated from U of M,
Duluth, with degree in  Home
Economics. She lives with her hus-
band, Mark, and two sons in Flower
Mound, Texas. Mark sets up computers

Rose Herniz

for his company. Jean works out of her
home for Pampered Chel as an Ad-
vanced Director.

Grandma Stella’s pride and joy are
two grandsons: James Carl, 5, and
Scott, 3. Stella visits at least twice a
year and they visit Duluth every sum-
mer. Boys enjoy receiving letters with
gum in them at least 3 times a week.
Brag about it to playmates.

Stella has missed very few meetings
in her long membership in our branch.
Contributes to all fund drives, bake
sales, entertains, and is currently Sgt.
at Arms and has been for 15 years.

She is a kind, generous, hospitable,
caring person. Both her mother and
mother-in-law lived with them for a
number of years. She is a Tops Club
member and has been KOP (Keep Off
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Pounds) for 18 years.

Stella is honored to be chosen as
Mother of Year by our branch. She has
always striven to be good mother and
“great” grandmother and member
working in any activities in our branch.

It is a joy to have Stella as “Mother
of the Year”, our “sister” and friend to
each of us.

Alice Cacich and Lois Pelander

Eileen Poderzay
Br. 34, Soudan, MN

Writing up our Mother of the Year
1993 is a first for me -- we are honoring
someone who is 100% Finnish! She is
none other than Eileen Viola Avikainen
Poderzay of Soudan!

Eileen was born on August 4, 1926,
in Soudan, moved to Embarrass, MN
and then back to Soudan in 1942, She
graduated [rom the Tower-Soudan
High School. After graduation, she
worked at the Tower Box Factory until
she married.

Both of Eileen’s parents were born
in Finland; they were Lauri and Hulda
Kallinki Avikainen. Her mother was
an orphan at one year old and was raised
by a family in Cook, MN. She worked
as a young woman at the Fay Hotel in
Virginia. As a young man, Lauri
worked as a carpenter and took part in
building the court house in Virginia,
also Burntside Lodge near Ely and at
the Soudan Mine,

Eileen married Anthony (Tony)
Poderzay, of the well known Poderzay
family from Soudan on September 27,
1947. Father John Jershe of St. Mar-
tin’s officiated, with Pauline Erchul,
Joe Poderzay and Ray and Rachel Av-
ikainen as their attendants. Their first
home was in the Jamnick family home
on 4th St. in Soudan, then they purch-
ased the Oblak family home on 4th St.,
where they now reside and where Tony
keeps up a beautiful lawn and lovely
flower beds... being a neighbor of
theirs, I appreciate his efforts! Tony
and Eileen became the parents of two
daughters, Antoinette (Toni) who is
married to Stanley Petroskey and lives
in Soudan and Margaret (Margie) who
is married to Jeff Lecy and lives in St.
Paul. Grandchildren include Jeanine
Petroskey Grahek and Michael Petros-
key; Chad, Kristin, and Anthony Lecy.
Toni works as a teller at the Embarrass-
Vermillion Credit Union in Tower and
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Margie is a registered nurse at United
Hospitals in St. Paul.

Tony was born and raised in Soudan,
the son of Anton and Caroline (Euchul)
Poderzay. Caroline’s mother, Mary Er-
chul (Mrs. Tom) was a charter member
of Br. 34, and was vice president when
our branch was organized in 1929,
Caroline served as trustee 1951-1953.
Tony served with the U.S. Army as
Cpl. with the 754th Field Artillery Bn.,
being in the Battle of the Bulge under
Gen. Montgomery of England on the
North Side. He was ready to be shipped
to Japan when the war was over and
he was discharged in 1946. He pur-
chased his first accordian in Germany,
and played for fellow soldiers, then had
it sent home.

Tony is from a talented family -- they
all play the accordian, without any for-
mal lessons -- Tony, Tom, Joe,
Leonard (now deceased) and sisters
Pauline (Albert) Trucano, and Theresa
(Frank) Galaski. Tony started out at
first by himself, then played with Bill
Johnson of Soudan, and later teamed
up with brother, Tom. Tony also was
with the bands, Taconite Trio and Kar-
Pod’s. The family still plays today at
nursing homes in Cook, Virginia, and
Ely. They have played at Ironworld in
Chisholm, at Ethnic Masses in St. Mar-
tin's, Virginia and Ely and also played
at the Lutheran Church in Cook. Their
music is enjoyed immensely. Now they
play at our church for Memorial Day,
Labor Day, the Feast of St. Martin and
other get-togethers. This family is one
that is willing to share their time and
talent for the enjoyment of all who hear
them.

Tony worked for U.S. Steel in
Soudan, the Ely Pioneer Mine and MN
Tac for 42 years and retired as head
blaster in 1983,

Eileen has two brothers and one sis-
ter, Owen Avikainen (Agnes) of Tower
and Ray (Rachel) Avikainen of Floren-
ton. Her sister is Elaine (Fred) Kosel
of Hibbing. She worked for 20 years
at Hearthside Homes of Tower, a facil-
ity for about 40 mentally handicapped
people, doing many things... worked
with patients on a one-to-one basis, did
housekeeping chores... giving them
tender, loving care and being dependa-
ble and “on-the-job™ at all times. Retir-
ing in 1986, she was one of five ladies
who were at Hearthside at the very be-
ginning.

Being interested in commercial sub-
Jects in high school, Eileen likes keep-
ing books, doing income taxes, etc. and
was our Secretary-Treasurer for two
years. She belongs to the KSKJ Lodge
and its Card Club, the VFW Auxiliary
and Northwoods Senior Citizens, is a
member of St. Martin’s Circle of our
parish. She joined our branch in 1981.
Tony and Eileen belong to a bowling
league in Hoyt Lakes, before that, they
bowled in Virginia. She has enjoyed
crocheting and doing craft work. Tony
and Eileen take short trips to the Twin
Cities and have gone to Milwaukee and
to California to see Tony’s sister,
Caroline Akins and her family. They
also love sports and really enjoy basket-
ball. Eileen bakes delicious Finnish
tarts.

Tony and Eileen have a dog, named
Buffy -- I heard that Buffy thinks “Dad™
owns the vacuum cleaner and barks
when Eileen tries to vacuum -- smart
lady, that Eileen!

Eileen, we are happy and honored
ot have you as our Mother of the Year
1993. Good health and May God Bless
You.

Adeline Mustonen, Reporter

Celeste Spehar
Br. 39, Biwabik, MN

Our Woman of the Year for 1993 is
Celeste Spehar. Even though Celeste
lives in Minneapolis, MN, 200 miles
away, she is well known to many of
our older members because of her in-
terest in S.W.U. Br. 39 is where her
mother, Anna Spehar was a member
for many years; and also a past “*Mother
of the Year.” Mrs. Spehar had been a
Charter member of S.W.U. in McKin-
ley, MN in 1929 and had enjoyed meet-
ing Mrs. Prisland at that time!!!

Celeste joined Br. 39 in 1966. She
was born in McKinley, MN Nov. 11,
1932 to Anna and John Spehar. She
was the youngest of four children. Her
brother, John died in 1975 and she has
a sister, Rose (in Milwaukee, WI) and
a sister, Anne in California.

Celeste obtained her B.A. from the
U. of Minn. in 1956, majoring in “Rus-
sian Area Studies™ while working part
time as a clerk typist at the University
for her room and board! One year after
graduation she left for Washington,
D.C. where she worked as a translator



Eileen Poderzay

of Russian at the Library of Congress.
After 10 years she returned to Min-
nesota and became employed at the U.
of Minnesota using her Russian Lan-
guage Skills. She is justifiably proud
of her ability to converse in Russian
and has enjoyed the unique experience
of making friends with Russian Jewish
immigrants in San Francisco, CA,
where she goes often to visit her sister
Annc.

Celeste is very fond ol classical

music and keeps a fine collection of

symphonies and operas.

She loves to travel; and in 1988 she
took a trip to Poland, Hungary, Austria
and Czechoslovakia. In 1964 she had
accompanied her mother to Slovenia,
This was 51 years after her mother’s
arrival in America in [913. They vis-

Mary Skul

ited with many relatives in her mother’s
home town of Tribuce, near Crnomelj.
Bela Krajina. They also visited her
father’s birthplace in Bela Krajina,
Sinji Vrh.

She says, "My sister, Anne was the
areatest inspiration in my life, motivat-
ing me to attend the U. of Minn. just
as she had done, having graduated fif-
teen years before me.

“My memories  relate o
travel in Europe, visiting my lavorite
city of Vienna, Austria on three differ-
ent trips.

“This honor is special to me because
I have fond memories of my mother’s
happiness, having been honored as
Mother of the Year by the Biwabik
branch in 1964, just after we had both

fondest

Arline Fritz

returned from a two months stay with
relatives in Slovenia.™
We are proud to honor Celeste as
our “Woman of the Year” for 1993, ..
and it happens on the 100th anniversary
of her mother’s birth!!!
Jean Korsman

Agnes Serazin

Br. 40, Lorain, Oh

“It's those little things that matter
most - the little things mothers do every
day that may not seem important, but
they are!” says Mother of the Year,
Agnes Scrazin. She adds: “This 1s a
special honor and 1t is wonderful, really
makes you think and look at your life
differently!™

So, Agnes Secarzin relates her being

Agnes Serazin

chosen as Mother of the Year in a very
special way that we can all agree to.
Her life has been circulating around her
family of origin as one of four children
— with Slovenian parents. Peter and
Agnes Celik, and her own family of
four children.

Lorain, Ohio is her home and she
has been a member of Br. 40 since
1988, and an auditor for the past two
years. Her mother, Agnes Celik was a
member for many years until her death
in 1983.

Her birthday is January 15th and she
is a native of Lorain, and an alumnus
of Sts. Cyril & Methodius grade school
and Lorain High School, Class of "49.
She started working in a grocery store
at age 16 and then, on and off, until
1987 when she retired. Agnes collects
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Hull pottery and glassware and loves
antiques. She also does bobbin lace!
She is a member of the church choir,
too.

Her homemaking is excellent. She
and her husband, Joseph, whom she
married in 1949, have made a happy
atmosphere for their family. Joe is re-
tired from the Ford Motor Co. He
served his country as a Navy pilot in
WW II, discharged as an Ensign. They
both enjoy attending Slovenian func-
tions in Lorain.

Their children are: daughter, Sharon
who lives in Garland, TX and is mar-
ried with two children, graduated from
Kent State Univ. and works in Dallas
as a hospital rep.; daughter, Judy is
married and also has two children, lives
in Kipton, Ohio and works as a floral
arranger; son, Christopher graduated
from Baldwin-Wallace College, 1s a
supervisor at UPS and lives in N.
Olmstead with his wife. Agnes and Joe
lost a son, Joey just three days after
his birth,

The four grandchildren visit often;
from Texas are Nicholas (12) and Jen-
nifer (8) and from Kipton, Brian (6)
and Elizabeth (4). Agnes loves to baby
sit for them whenever possible. They
love their vivacious grandmother, who
is petite, with brown hair and blue eyes.
We bet they have great times together!

Arline M. Fritz

Br. 43, Milwaukee, WI

Arline M. Fritz has been voted the
1993 Mother of the Year. Arline has
been a member of branch 43 for the
past 5 years, and has been active in
S.W.U., helping out at card parties,
luncheons, and donating prizes for
special activities. Arline attends all
monthly meetings and is very well
liked. Arline is an active member in
K.S.K.J., and has been an auditor for
the past four years. Arline has been in
charge of coordinating the K.S.K.J.
member of the year award for the last
five years, and has organized and
helped serve the luncheons of the St.
John's children’s Christmas party for
the past ten years. Arline has also pre-
pared and served the luncheons for the
Wisconsin Federation meetings for the
last eight years.

Arline’s story is somewhat different
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since she is not a Slovenian. She was
born in Milwaukee on May 11, 1928,
with her parents being of Irish-German
descent. Tragically, Arline’s birth
mother passed away from pneumonia
when Arline was only one year old,
leaving her father to the task of raising
Arline and her four older sisters and
brother. Arline, her sisters and brother
went off to live with relatives until their
father could make the arrangements to
have the younger children properly
taken care of at home. Four months
later, Arline’s father hired a women to
come in and take care of the cooking
and house-cleaning. She immediately
went out and brought Arline and her
brother and sisters home. She and Ar-
line's father were later married, and
she became the only mother Arline has
ever known. Arline’s  step-mother
turned out to be a wonderfully warm,
loving and caring woman, just like Ar-
line.

Arline had a Catholic education and
went to work directly in the medical
field. At age 18, she started at St.
Joseph's  Hospital as a physical
therapist, working her way up to being
the head physical therapist of the de-
partment. Arline really enjoyed her
work at the hospital, helping and caring
a great deal about her patients. It was
there at St. Joseph's Hospital at the age
of 22, she met and fell in love with a
very special young Slovenian man
named Frank R. Fritz.

Frank was admitted into St. Joseph's
for treatment due to smoke inhalation,
and soon became one of Arline’s pa-
tients. Frank immediately fell in love
with Arline, and the two were married
on October 27, 1951 at St. Florian’s
Church. Frank was a member of the
old St. John's Slovenian church, and
soon introduced Arline to the Slovenian
ways. This is where Arline started to
become a real Slovenian. Frank taught
Arline how to prepare some of his [a-
vorite dishes like potica, sarma and
struklje just to mention a few. Frank
and Arline loved to go to the dances,
picnics and social gatherings,

In 1954, Frank and Arline had their
first baby, Frank M. Fritz, and at this
time Arline stopped working at St.
Joe's and became a full time mom. In
1961, they purchased a home on South
35th Street and had their second child,
Mary Kay. “She was always the best
mom on the block. She never was too
busy to play games, jump rope, or even

roller skate with us. She would help us
with our homework and teach us how
to draw. She always listened to our
problems and fears, but mostly she was
always our best friend. She would al-
ways say, “If we hurry up with our
work, we will have more time for fun.
Our mom, Arline was our gift from
God. She encouraged us to be the best
we could be. She is the most unselfish
woman that I know. Without her help
and dedication to us, we would not be
as successful today.”

Frank M. Fritz, is a Senior Project
Engineer, with a Bachelor of Science
from M.S.G.E. in Engineering Sci-
ence. Frank holds a Master of Science,
Management from Cardinal  Stritch
College, and is currently working on a
Master's of Science, in Computer Sci-
ence at Marquette University. Over the
course of his thirteen years as an en-
gineer, Frank has been awarded four
U.S. government patents, with two
more in progress.

Mary Kay Kais (Fritz) has been a
Licensed Practical Nurse for the past
twelve years. She is currently working
at St. Luke’s Medical Center. She has
been married to her husband, Michael
G. Kais, for the past four years.
Michael has his own business as a
Welding and Cutting Specialist. They
were married on July I, 1989,

Arline is very close to her family,
helping them out through any problem
or crisis that occurs. Arline is always
there to lend an open ear and caring
heart to people she cares about, and
even for people she hardly knows.

She spends a lot of her time with her
family, enjoys going on golf outings,
vacations, bowling, and parties. She
makes a great co-pilot for her son,
Frank, when they fly in his airplane.

Arline’s husband Frank, passed
away on September 8, 1987 after a long
battle with cancer. Arline's true and
unselfish love was shown during these
trying times, as she dedicated herself
to the care and well being of her hus-
band. They were together until the end,
with Frank dying in her arms at home.
Frank and Arline were married 36
years. Since her husband’s death, Ar-
line has kept busy working at the Med-
ical-Surgical Clinic, American Greet-
ing Cards and currently as a food de-
monstrator at local grocery stores,

Arline maybe short in stature, but
big in the hearts of her friends and fam-
ily. Everyone who knows her, knows



her sweet smile and fun loving ways.
“Arline 1s the Best Mother we could
have ever asked for. After nearly losing
her life due to illness in January 1992,
our family is closer than ever. Once
again, Arline proved her strength and
will to live by overcoming the illness.
In our minds and hearts she is definitely
our Mother of the Year now and
forever. We are proud ol you. mom
and we love you.”
Your Children,
Frank, Mary Kay and Michael

Mary Sadar Skul

Br. 47, Garfield Hts., OH

Mary Sadar Skul has been a member
of Br. 47 for 56 years, including the
time in her younger days when she was
an active member of the “Little Flower
Cadets”,

She was born on June Ist, 1919 at
fara Krka na Dolenjskem in Slovenia.
Her beloved parents were Rudolph
Sadar and Mary Kral. She was baptized
at Sts. Cosmos & Damien Church there
and is the oldest of three daughters, the
others being Amalia Kokely and the
late Anna Makse. Mary’s father emig-
rated to the United States in 1921, leav-
ing behind his wife and two daughters,
Mary and Amalia. In one year’s time,
due to hard work and a very frugal life,
he was able to send for his family. At
that time, Mary was 3 years old and
her sister, only a year. Later, the
youngest, Anna was born in the U.S.

The family first lived in the St. Clair
area, but because her father was em-
ployed at the steel mill in Newburgh,
they thought it feasible to move there
and did so, relocating to E. 80th.

Mary completed 8th grade at St
Lawrence School. It was difficult for
her since the family only spoke Slove-
nian, but, with patience and the help
of the Dominican nuns, she adjusted
nicely. She graduated from Jane Ad-
dams Vocation High School, majoring
in business and sewing. Due to the
Great Depression, jobs in her skills
were not available at that time, so her
first job was in the kitchen at the famous
German restaurant, Max Gruber's. It
was her good fortune to work with chefs
who were tops in their class, so Mary
acquired a genuine interest in all types
of food preparation. She was later em-
ployed at the Eaton Axle Cafeteria and

Main Weld. To this day she is still ac-
tively employed at Packaging and Gas-
kets and she puts in at least 18 hours
a week.

On July I8th, 1942, Mary and
Rudolph Skul were married at St
Lawrence Church by the late Father
Louis B. Baznik. They were childhood
friends and had lived next door to each
other. This marriage was blessed with
three children, Mark, Mary Kathryn
and Robert. Mark resides in Las Vegas
and 1s a dealer at a casino. Mary Kath-
rvn and her husband, Rudolph Matejka
own Luxx Ultra Tech and she is the
president-treasurer of  the company.
Robert and his wife, Laurie are owners
ol a Meineke Discount Mufflers shop
in Akron. There are four grand-
daughters, Kathy Skul, a Budget
Analyst at the corporate office of Fabric
Center in Hudson, Ohio, Katie Skul,
8 years old and her sister, Teresa, 6,
and Elisa Skul. 5. All are so very pre-
cious to grandma Mary.

Mary’s husband. Rudy (Notice that
there are three Rudys in this family!)
was employed for 35 years at Federal
Appliances as a serviceman for
Whirlpool and Kitchen-Aid appliances.
After the children were in school, Mary
took night classes at West Tech and
learned to be a key-punch operator. She
also took a course in cake decorating,
a venture that was one of her greatest
incentives 1o begin baking as a busi-
ness. She has done many, many cakes
for all occasions and there are many,
many, including brides, who have re-
ceived cakes from Mary as gifts. The
last wedding cake she baked was two
years ago, large enough to serve over
100 people. Her specialty now is bak-
ing poticas and she averages over 50
cach holiday. She is very generous in
giving them away to family and friends!

Some of Mary’s fondest memories
are when she met her cousin, Vera Sij-
kovic who came from Slovenia with
the dance group Tonec to perform in
the U.S. in 1956. Prior to that, Mary
had been a regular correspondent with
her relatives in Europe and still is.
Another memorable occasion  was
when she was a member of the Little
Flower Cadets drill team of Br. 47 and
performed in the drill competitions at
Euclid Beach Park. Her team won first
place!

After 45-1/2 years of marriage,
Rudolph Skul passed away on Feb. 13,
1988 following years of declining

health. Mary now resides in Solon, but
her roots are deeply imbedded in her
old Newburgh neighborhood and she
returns there on many occasions.

Mother of the Year, Mary Sadar Skul
is a very fine and dedicated person in
terms of caring, and this is especially
exemplified in the attention she gave
to her mother for over 19 years until
her death in November, 1988.

Many, many people are the reci-
pients of Mary's generosity, hospitality
and loving nature. It is truly amazing
to know a person who can extend her-
self to so many. Those of us who know
and love Mary, and there are many,
are truly blessed.

The honor bestowed on her as
Mother of the Year of Br. 47, S.W.U.
is given with love and accepted with
great humility. She is always proud of
her heritage and exhibits the best attri-
butes of it in her daily life.

God bless you and yours, Mary, and
Slovenska Zenska Zveza!

Reporter

Mary “Mitzie” Bencin
Br. 50, Cleve.-Euclid, OH

Our chosen “*Woman of the Year” is
Mitzie Bencin who is a charter member
of Branch 50.

Her parents were Mary and Joseph
Bencin. They had a family of 3
daughters and one son. The daughters,
Josephine. Mitzie and Frances are all
charter members — Josephine is now
deceased,

Branch 50 was the- first English
speaking branch, with 20 ladies at the
first meeting at the home of Albina
Novak (mother of Corinne Leskovar,
and I'm sure she was there, too!)

Mitzie attended St. Vitus School and
is a dedicated parishioner. She belongs
to St. Vitus Rosary Society, the
Mother’s Club, Alumni Club, Wood-
man Circle and Euclid Pensioners. She
has been a volunteer, helping with
school lunches for the last 14 years.

Mitzic did a lot of traveling with her
sisters throughout the United States and
attended a few Baraga Pilgrimages.

As a young girl, she loved to play
baseball and bowled in a league with
Richman Brothers, her workplace.

For all these years, she has attended
practically all the meetings of Br. 50.
Being together with all the ladies is
what she enjoys. Mitzie is a very gener-
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ous person in many ways and we love
her.

On May 25th we will be honoring
her at “Sterles” Country House on East
55th Street. So, ladies, try to come and
make this a truly “Happy Day" for our
dear Mitzie — our “Woman of the
Year”!!

Pres. Ann Tercek

Lucille A. Strom
Br. 52, Kitzville, MN

“Gramma-lu” is what they call her;
that is, it’s what 10 grandchildren and
2 great grandchildren call her! She is
happiest when she is able to be with
them, bake and cook for them, and tell
them stories of her Croatian heritage.
Lucille is a mother and grandmother
who puts family first at all times.

She was the only child bern to John
and Dorothy Povitich, in a small min-
ing location near Hibbing, Minnesota.
Her parents were of Croatian descent.
She says: "My parents were very im-
portant to me. They inspired me to
work hard, love my family and try to
help out and spread a little joy and love
to others - as they gave their love and
devotion to me, their friends and neigh-
bors.”

So, the life of Lucille Strom has fol-
lowed much the same. Her training as
a cook after high school brought her
into the food service profession. She
actually began to work part time after
her first widowhood and soon became
the head cook supervisor in a school
cafeteria. This was in 1962. A very
lovely retirement party was held and
she received a special gift, an apron
signed by all 30 of the workers under
her.

Her first marriage to Albert Klays-
mal in 1940 was a very happy one and
five children were born. Before he pas-
sed away, they already had one grand-
child. In 1972, Lucille married
Raymond Strom who was a special per-
son to the whole family. He died in
1992, “I was very fortunate to be mar-
ried twice to very supportive and caring
men. They were both devoted to the
family,” says Lucille.

Her children include a daughter,
Joanne, who has five children and two
grandchildren, son, Albert with two
children who works for the Dept. of
Natural Resources, sccond son, John,
an Immigration Dept. officer who
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works on the Canadian border, third
son, Dan who is a radio station engineer
and has two children and lastly, Mike,
who has two children and works for a
department store,

Lucille’s mother was a member of
Br. 52 and actually signed her up as a
member way back when, The members
love Lucille very much and are happy
whenever they are together.

Mayme Sporich
Br. 54, Warren, OH

My mother was born in Greenland,
Michigan on Aug. 30, 1903, one of
eight children with Slovenian paren-
tage. They were Mike and Katie
Banovetz Gerzetich. Mom  went (o
school in Greenland and Lake Mine,
Michigan, and then to work at the Pack-
ard Electric (GM) Co. She worked
there from 1929 until 1965. She be-
longs to several clubs, organizations,
such as SNPJ for 70 years, and enjoys
going to bingo and cooking and baking.
She is a charter member of Br. 54,
SWU and was secretary for many,
many years.

Mother is a widow now. She married
our dad, Jerry Sporich on Aug. 19,
1919 at St. Joseph Church in Chisholm,
MN officiated by Rev. J.R. Schiffrer.
Dad then worked at the Copper Mine
and later a steel mill (Republic Steel).
Dad passed away June 18, 1962 after
43 years of marriage.

Our family consists of one surviving
son, Paul, residing in Warren, cight
grandchildren and 10 great grandchil-
dren. Her deceased children (three of
them) were Rose, who was a member
of SWU for 63 years until her death,
and two sons. The oldest son made the
US Navy his career.

As a devoted grandmother, Mayme
has always enjoyed baby sitting for all
the grandchildren. She has crocheted
an afghan for each of them and travels
to visit them in all parts of California,
Florida and Ohio. She attended all their
weddings and most graduations, She is
a warm person, and all the children
benefit from her caring, compassion,
criticism (oh, yes, that, too), and help-
ful listening.

She is a peppy . bubbly and talkative
person, of medium height, with pretty
white hair and hazel eyes. Though her
activity with the branch is somewhat
curtailed, she has had a wonderful his-
tory with the branch.

In her own words, she comments on
her wonderful family, and how proud
she is of her oldest son who was a Chief
Petty Officer in the Navy and spent
much time away from home. “*My fon-
dest memory is of the arrival of my son
on his ship, pulling into the harbor after
being away for a year.”

She also says I greatly appreciate
the honor of being Mother of the Year
and | hope that | have contributed just
a small amount of advice, guidance and
consultation to my children, my grand-
children and great grandchildren and
friends in their times of need.”

Mayme’s photo was taken on her
85th birthday!

Joan Mary Kristin Twaddle

Br. 55, Girard, OH

“To be honored in a year that cele-
brates the 60th anniversary of our
branch which was dear to the hearts of
my grandmother, mother and aunt, is
truly a happy feeling. It brings the past
to the present and is indeed a time to
go back in memories.”

Joan is talking about her grand-
mother, Mary Krasovec Cekuta and her
aunt, Sophic Cekuta who have both
passed away but were charter members,
and her mother, Mary Cekuta Kristin,
a long-time member. Joan says that her
precious family holds together the ties
that brought her to SWU many years
after living away from home.

Her birthplace is New Kensington,
PA but she moved to Girard as a baby
where she stayed until her marriage in
1961. She is a graduate of Girard High
School and received a B.A. from
Youngstown State  University. Her
career was as a field director for the
Camp Fire Girls which she began four
years before her marriage.

Her husband, David L. Twaddle, is
a retired naval officer and also has re-
tired from the Digital Equipment Corp.
They were blessed with two sons:
David K. is married and lives in
California with his family, including
two daughters, Sheree, 7 years old, and
Christine, 3. She hopes to sce them this
year. Her other son is Jack who is 20
and lives at home.

Known as “Joanie”, our Mother of
the Year thanks the Lord, Jesus Christ,
for the blessings she has received all
her life, to bring her to this happy day.



Mayme Sporich

Elizabeth J. Havaich
Br. 57, Niles, OH

Elizabeth, known Lo us as “Liz” and
her hushand ol 47 years, Charles, are
spending an enjoyable retirement 1o-
gether. They have been traveling so
much, that they have covered 43 ol the
United States! They're not always on
the road, however. Sometimes they are
at home, and when they're not with
their granddaughters, five of them, they
do crafts!

Liz and Charles are life-long resi-
dents of Niles where they were married
on Sept. 29th, 1945, He is retired from
the RMI Co. and she from 20 years as
a cook for the Niles School System.

They have two sons, Thomas and

Margaret Skriner and husband, Joseph

Robert. Thomas is married to Connie
Buscino, and have three daughters and
reside in Columbus. Son Robert is mar-
ried to Marcey Schimley and has two
daughters living in Austintown. They
all get together tor any occasion, espe-
cially holidays. Oldest granddaughter,
Lynn is married to Michael Paszke and
the others are Amy, Tina, Cari and
Stacey. Grandma loves to make things
for all of them, as she is very handy
with crochetting.

The members of Br. 57 know Liz to
be very generous, donating prizes., etc,
She is a 54 year member! Many meet-
mgs and socials have come and gone
in her dedicated membership and as a
Recording Secretary, Reporter and Au
ditor. In many ways she follows in the
footsteps of her dearly departed mom,

Elizabeth Havaich

Jennie Logar. who was a charter
member and the first Mother of the
Year of Br. 57 back in 1951,

Liz came into the world as a member
of the large Logar family, with 6
brothers and 5 sisters. Her mother was
a very special person in all their lives
and Liz is also a very special person,
with a4 wonderful family of her own.

Branch 57 considers her one of their
best!

Margaret Striner
Br. 71, Strabane, PA

Margaret Striner was selected as our
1993 Mother of the Year. She was born
in Strabane, the daughter of the late
John and Josephine Cushma. Although
of Slovak descent. she was raised in a
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Joan Mary Twaddle

Slovenian neighborhood  where  she
gained an appreciation for the lan-
guage, music and food of our Slovenian
people.

Marge attended Alexander School
and completed her education at Char-
tiers High School. During World War
I, she worked locally and in Cleve-
land. She loved dancing to Slovenian
music, so in Strabane she met and mar-
ried her husband of 46 years, Joseph
Striner. Joe is a fine Slovenian, now
retired as a supervisor at the McGraw
Edison Co. and an avid button box ac-
cordion player.

Marge is the mother of our Br. 71
president, Peggy Gricar, who teaches
at Bethel Park High School. Another
daughter, Cheryl Striner Vogrig is a
director at California University. Both
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daughters live in the Pittsburgh arca
and visit their parents often. Grand-
daughter, Megan is a joy to them, too.

Mom's primary occupation has been
homemaking and mothering. She en-
joys cooking, baking, travel and danc-
ing. An avid reader, an enthusiastic
shopper, she loves the challenge of a
puzzle. Loving and caring for her York-
shire Terrier is also special to her. An
over-thirty-year member, she has
greatly contributed to our branch, at
the meetings and activities, being the
recording secretary since 1980,

She attends St. Patrick’s Church and
is also a member of the SNPJ #138.

Gentle and loving. friends often
greet our mom with a hug and call her
“Miss Marge™! Although she is our
mom, she mostly our friend.

Thank you.

Peg and Cheryl

Josephine Nowak
Br. 73, Warrensville, OH

This May, Branch 73 will honor
Josephine Nowak as our Mother of the
Year. She has been a member for 38
years. Her parents, Louis and Anna
Zagar, were born in Slovenia and set-
tled in Cleveland where their 10 chil-
dren were born. Josephine was the 5th
child and the oldest surviving of the
10; she was 81 on March 3rd. her
youngest sister, Lillian, is a social
member in Branch 73.

Josephine attended St. Lawrence
Elementary School and South High
School where she completed the 11th
grade. She wanted to become a nun,
but she was forced to quit school to go
to work to help her family.

She went to work for a company that
manufactured men’s  shirts  and
pajamas. This is where she learned her
love for sewing and befriended a girl
whose brother would become her future
husband.

Josephine and Eugene Nowak, a car-
penter who immigrated from Poland
with his family when he was 8, were
married after 4 years of courtship in
St. Lawrence Church on May 12, 1934,
Eugene’s parents spoke little English
so Josephine soon learned to under-
stand and speak the Polish language.
Since she would help her mother-in-law
with English and also helped her study
for the U.S. citizenship test, she was
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able to speak and write Polish as well
as she did Slovenian.

After 3 years of marriage their first
child, Eugene Jr., was born, followed
by Gloria and much later, Joanna.

Josephine went back to work when
her husband became ill. They were
married only 29 years when he passed
away leaving her alone to raise her
youngest, Joanna, who was 13 at that
time.

Her children and grandchildren are
her pride and joy. Eugene Jr., the el-
dest, is a general contractor and has 5
children. Gloria is a bookkeeper, has
6 children and is recording secretary
for Branch 73. Her daughters, Leslie
and Melanie are also members. Leslie
won one of the $1,000.00 scholarships
awarded last year to further her educa-
tion in pharmacy.

Joanna, the youngest, is a medical
secretary, has two children and lives in
New York.

Josephine had 8 grandsons before
she was blessed with any grand-
daughters — the last five born were girls
— 13 grandchildren in all. She will be-
come a great grandmother for the first
time sometime in April.

She enjoys sewing, especially mend-
ing. When she finishes, the garments
look like new. No one can make home
made noodles and cut them as fine; this
is one of her specialties along with her
stuffed cabbage in sour cream tomato
gravy.

Josephine likes to spend time with
long-time friend, Alouise Epley, Sec-
retary of br. 73. Together they attend
cultural activities in Slovenian dress
which Alouise has made.

Branch 73 is proud to select her as
Mother of 1993.

Congratulations, Josephine!

Barbara Dime
Br. 79, Enumclaw, WA

Barbara was born in Sugar Creek,
Missouri of Croatian parents, Barbara
and John Kroll. She has an older
brother, John, Jr. and a younger sister,
Bernadette Mullendore. In this small
ethnic town, Croatians, Slovenians and
Slovaks lived together keeping alive
many ethnic and religious traditions,
circulating around St. Cyril's Church.

After elementary school, Barbara
finished junior and senior high and took

various business courses. She is a
naturally bright person and after gradu-
ation began working at the National
Life and Accident Insurance Co. in In-
dependence, Missouri. She was there
for 12-1/2 years before moving to Seat-
tle. Washington as secretary to the con-
troller of the Unigard Security Insur-
ance Co. She has worked her way up
to her present position as Executive As-
sistant to the President and Chief
Operating Officer.

Barbara and Gary E. Dime, Sr. were
married on Dec. 26, 1972 back in Sugar
Creek. Gary is a stockbroker with Dean
Witter Co. They have lived in
Washington all their married life, and
Just recently moved into a new home
in Bellevue, Washington. Gary and a
Slovenian friend, Ted Lunka, who is
also Slovenian, have a band and they
play for lodge dances and many other
functions in the arca, in addition to
traveling to California, Oregon and
other places. The band, says, Barbara,
keeps them all very busy.

Barbara has three step sons, Gary
Jr., Larry and Cameron. Gary Jr. is
married to Pam Cooks, the grand-
daughter of Br. 79 member, Mary
Cooks. Larry is married to Paula
Wylet. Gary, Ir., Larry and their
families all live in the area near the
senior Dimes. Cameron is a single and
living in Huntington Beach, CA.

Granddaughter, Nicole is 12, grand-
son, Joshua is 10 and grandson, Justin
is 3. Another grandchild was expected
in March. The family has special times
together for Christmas and their tradi-
tion is to attend a Christmas show to-
gether, have dinner and of course, take
pictures with Santa Claus.

Among the members of Br. 79 are
Barbara’s daughter-in-law and her
mother in law, Stephanie Dime who
was Mother of the Year.

She is described as such: Barbara is
of average height and weight and has
brown eyes and hair. She answers to
Barb sometimes! She is generous, pa-
tient, talented, very neat and tidy, is a
good listener and very organized. She
takes very good care of her appearance
and dresses to a T! Husband, Gary
thinks one of her favorite pasttimes is
shopping at Nordstrom’s, but we know
that's not so. Barbara also likes to
dance, do embroidery and for exercise,
walks a lot.

Her greatest inspiration is her hus-
band who is her best friend, too. “He
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always encourages me to do my best
and is the best role model for me!”
Being selected as Mother of the Year
means a lot, she says. I accept with a
great deal of pride and gratitude!”

“Jo” Schmidt

Br. 89, Oglesby, IL

John and Josephine (Paulicka) Livek
welcomed their daughter with extra joy
after having five sons, who ranged in
ages from nine to three years. She must
have been a beautiful baby with her red
curly hair. It isn't any wonder that
“Feenic”, as they called her, grew up
as a tomboy. She joined her brothers
in baseball, basketball, track, tennis,

Sophie Trunkel and husband, John

ice and roller skating and even became
a sharpshooter.

Her father came from Slovenia and
was a coal miner at the Cherry Coal
Mine at the time of the mine disaster.
Then he ran a tavern and prior to his
retirement worked at the Marquette Ce-
ment Plant. He passed away in 19506,

Her mother was born in Germany
and is well-remembered as being a very
active member of Br. 89, reporter for
ZARJA, National Vice President. and
then, National President of the Slove-
nian Women’'s Union from 1952 until
1961. Josephine Livek passed away on
June 27, 1976,

Jo received her education in the Og-
Washington  School  and
graduated  from LaSalle-Peru  High
School. In 1940, Jo married Max

lesby

Florence Strnad

Schmidt who was a contractor. Of this
union were two sons, Max (Rusty) and
Robert. Rusty 15 a businessman who
lives with is wife, Geri, in Vail, Col-
orado. Their sons are Scott and Max
Steven. Scott and his wife, Diane and
two children also live in Vail. Max Ste-
ven, the younger of the two, commutes
from Vail to Oglesby.

Jo’s son, Robert is a dentist residing
in Ottawa with his wife. Susan and two
children,  Erika  Susan  and  Hans
Damon. Jo is proud of her four grand-
children and two great grandchildren.
Her husband, Max lived until 1986 and
got to enjoy them for a while. While
Jo was a stenographer at Starved Rock
Lodge in the State Park she furthered
her education at LaSalle Junior Col-
lege, Brown's Business College, 1l-
linois Valley Community College and

Barbara Dime

the University of Chicago. In 1951 she
became an accountant and private sec-
retary, a position she held for nearly
25 years. In 1976 she was the success-
ful bidder for the Lodge and in 1978
became the concessionaire and operator
of the establishment. It was known as
Schmidt’s Enterprises. Inc. made up of
Max, Rusty, Robert and Jo. Jo decided
to retire in 1988 alter ten years of suc-
cessful operation.

One of her most memorable times
was riding in the Great American Cross
Country Race which was a ten day
event. They rode in a 1936 original
vintage Ford automobile. Max drove
in three races. She is looking forward
to having the family in the race one
more time. We hope you get your wish,
Jo!

Loretta Kennedy
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Jo has two pets that keep her com-
pany. a boston terrier named Beau Ges-
tic ol Colorado and a cat, Shee Hee.

She would have liked to have been
a politician. She has hosted Governors,
Senators.  Representatives and  Con-
gressmen and had the opportunity to
dinc with three ex-presidents, Ford,
Reagan and Bush, at different times.
When ex-governor of Illinois, Jim
Thompson hosted Pres. Reagan at the
Hilton in Chicago. she was on his com-
mittee and there were five thousand
people at the affair! She was also an
Ilinois delegate to the mmauguration of
President Bush.

She was named Woman of the Week
by the Business and  Professional
Women's Club in 1967. She is an Am-
bassador with the arca Chamber of
Commerce, a lady EIK. A member of
the Oglesby Women's Club and Feder-
ation ol Little  Women's  Clubs,
Daughters of Isabella, AARP of Og-
lesby. Deer Park Country Club, Ladies
Goll Association and also bowls with
the Senior League.

She loves to travel, read a good book
and go to the theatre. She is still active
and is the corporate secretary of her
son, Dr. Robert Schmidt's practice.

Jo is enjoying life, her family and
all of the blessings that have come her
way,

It was with great pride that she ac-
cepted the honor of being Mother of
the Year of Br. 89. We are happy to
have you, Jo, as our honoree! Con-
gratulations and God's blessings on you
and your loved ones!

Reporter

Florence Strnad

Br. 100, Fontana, CA

Our Mother of the Year was born in
Meerbeth am Rhine, Germany, January
10th, 1912 of Slovenian parentage. She
was |8 months only when she sailed
to America with a brother, Frank and
mother, Ludmilla. Her father, Frank
Lipoglavsek had come to America be-
fore and was waiting for the family in
a house he rented in Milwaukee. There
were many Slovenians living there at
the time.

After three or four years, a house
was purchased on 53rd Ave.. two
blocks from Mary Help of Christians
church, a Slovenian Catholic church.
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Mr. Kovacic had a Slovenian childrens’
choir that sang at the Sunday Mass.
This was good as all the hymns were
in Slovenian. At that time, instrumental
music lessons were (ree. "My brother’s
violin was collecting dust in the corner,
so. | started taking violin lessons and
enjoyed the instrument so much, I con-
tinued playing through high school.™

She graduated from South Division
High School, played the violin and
viola in the orchestra and clarinet in
the bank: also, the bassoon for the last
two vears. For all this participation,
she received a music medal.

Florence graduated from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin, at that tme known
as the Staté Teacher's College, with a
B.A. degree in Instrumental Music,
and a minor in science. Taught music
at the Milwaukee elementary schools,
then at the Girls Trade & Technical
High School. conducting the orchestra
and band,

On August 21st, 1941, she married
a genial Slovenian, Frank Strnad, who
was in the Coast Guard. After he was
discharged, in 1945., they moved o
California in 1946,

The Strnad’s have a daughter, Mary
Pauline who has two sons: David, our
son, has a daughter and a son. They
all live very near to cach other and
enjoy many family occasions.

“Qur first California home was at
Pico. While living there, I played my
bassoon with the Whittier Symphony
and the Los Angeles Women's Sym-
phony. We moved to Fontana in late
1956. There, St. Joseph’s became our
church. Our children attended school
there. I became very active at St
Joseph's and began teaching classes at
the parish school, also joining the
Claremont Symphony Orchestra which
is celebrating its 40th anniversary this
year. | have been a member as a bas-
soonist for 37 years.”

Our Mother of the Year taught 4th
grade at St. Joseph's for 17 years and
because some children had musical in-
struments, she began teaching music to
them before school, alter school and
during lunch time, This activity prog-
ressed quickly until they formed an or-
chestra, playing at school programs,
etc. It was great fun, she says! “Oh, to
be young, again!”

This year she received a KSKJ 50
year member pin. Also, she is a
member of the Catholic Daughters of
America, Slovenian Senior Group and

last, but not least, a member of Slove-
nian Women’s Union.

All of these activities would not have
come to pass without her husband being
her “right hand.”

Florence is a quiet, most generous
and giving person, hospitable, and an
inspiration to all. She is much loved!

All Mothers of Qur Branch
Br. 101, Bedford, OH

This year Branch 101 has chosen to
honor all members as our “Mothers of
the Year™, Branch 101 is considered a
small branch in numbers, however, in
1991 we enrolled three new members
and we're happy to say three more new
members were enrolled in 1992, As
part of the S.W.U. Membership Cam-
paign, Phase I, we hope to continue
signing up more members,

The branch was organized in 1962
and is presently presided by our presi-
dent. Betty Matjasic who was our hon-
oree in 1970, Of the many “Mothers
ol the Ycar” selected eighteen are still
living and cight are now deceased.

Lach year on the last Sunday of April
a Mother's Mass is announced at Holy
Trinity Church in Bedford Heights,
Ohio. We attend as a group and receive
communion together. Afterwards, we
meet  at  a  designated eatery for
“brunch”™. We honor our “Mother of
the Year” on the first Friday evening
in May and meet at a restaurant that
was voted on at a prior meeting.

Our branch has donated to many
worthy charities. Our main project for
raising  money has been Bedford
Heights Home Days. It's a yearly pro-
ject where all members, old and young,
turn out to help in the stand selling hot
dogs and canned pop. You can count
on all the members to show up and
work diligently for the good of the
branch.

Our members stand as a shining
example of what true members should
be. All members are an integral part of
our branch.

It is our sincere wish that the mem-
bers enjoy many years of good health,
50 that they may continue to serve our
branch.

Congratulations, all members, and
may you continue o receive ever
greater rewards and recognition!

Respectlully submitted,

Florence Mirtel



Sophie Trunkel

Br. 102, Willard, WI

Sophie Trunkel was born to Frank
and Mary Gosarin 1917, weighing just
[-1/2 = 2 Ibs. and with only a midwife
in attendance at home. She was the fifth
ol nine children, one of whom later
became a nun. Her father and mother
came [rom Slovenia, he from St. Vid
and she from Brezovica.

Sophie married John F. Trunkel in
1943, They had a family of six chil-
dren, four boys and two girls and have
12 grandchildren. They bought the
family farm from Anton and Anna
Trunkel who were the first Slovenian
“settlers in Willard, Wisconsin, which
at that time was called Thompson’s
Switch and the land was only cut-over
timberland. They farmed until 1978
when their son, John took over, but
they continued to live there until John
F. became a victim of lung cancer and
after a week of chemotherapy and radi-
ation had to have his leg amputated. In
1991, they moved into a one story,
ranch-type house, to make it easier for
him to get around with his crutches and
wheelchair. In 1992, John F. suffered
a recurrence of cancer and died, after
almost 49 years of marriage.

One of Sophie’s best memories is of
their visit to Slovenia in 1977 with a
Milwaukee tour group. There they met
and became reacquainted with relatives
with whom Sophie had been corres-
ponding for a long time. She speaks
Slovenian and learned to read and write
it as a child.

Sophie is also a member of the Slove-
nian church choir and the Slovenian
Singers. She makes all the traditional
foods like potica, strudel, and cven
“krvave and mesene klobase™!

Sophie is a caring person, has always
been a wonderful member and has
shown the finest example of love in
action by her compassionate service to
her ill husband and kindness to
everyone she meets,

Loretta Kennedy
Br. 103, Washington, D.C.

Loretta Sabina Kennedy has been
chosen the Woman of the Year of Br.
103. Loretta was the first born precious
darling of John and Sabina Bartol, born
on January 21, 1943, Washington,

D.C. She was baptized at St. Francis
Xavier Church.

Her family moved across the historic
Potomac River to Arlington, Virginia,
in 1946. Loretta attended St. James
Catholic School, Falls Church, and
Bishop Denis J. O'Connell High
School in Arlington. Both schools were
taught by the Sisters of the Servants of
the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
Loretta’s graduation class of June 1961
was to be distinguished as the first
graduating class of the then “NEW
DJO™ High School.

After high school, Loretta was em-
ployed by the Acacia Life Insurance
Co. in Washington, D.C., as a flile
clerk. Subsequently, she resigned and
went to work for Central Charge Co.
as a bill collector for delinquent debts
of customers. In August 1986, Loretta
transferred to the Suburban Credit Co.
in Annandale.

During the interval, Loretta met John
Fred Kennedy, at the wedding recep-
tion of her friends, Dan and Mary Ken-
nedy. John was Dan’s brother, a native
Washingtonian and was employed on
Capitol Hill, at the U.S. Senate Office
Building in the Mail Room. John and
Loretta were married on October 5Sth,
1968. They enjoyed an endearing bond
together for seventeen years. Sadly, in
1985, John passed away after a pro-
longed period of illness due to his
weakened heart condition,

Although Loretta and John were not
blessed with children, they always wel-
comed their nieces, nephews. and
friends’ children for lively weckend
visits and at school vacation times.
Loretta has been devoted and caring to
her late beloved sister, Mary
Elizabeth’s children, Elizabeth, twelve
years old and Rachel, ten. They live
with their dad in Ruckersville, Virginia
and eagerly look forward to weekly
telephone conversations with “Reverse
the charges, aunt Loretta!” Loretta and
her younger brother, .Michucl and his
wife, Joyce, have a fond relationship.
They often include Loretta in their so-
cial and fun recreation weekend trips.

Loretta joined Br. 103 in March
1989, She was interested in learning
more about her dad’s Slovenian Herit-
age. Loretta’s dad and her paternal
grandparents  were  originally  from
Loski Potok, Slovenia. Loretta 1s an
active member of St. Agnes Church in
Arlington. She attends daily Mass be-
fore departing for her job. She enjoys

swimming, reading novels and short
stories, listening to the music of the
40’s  and 60's, attending dinner
theatres, plays at the Kennedy Center,
concerts, and the yearly Ice Capades
Show at the Capitol Centre in Mary-
land.

Her special interest is cooking and
experimenting  with  new  recipes.
Loretta is a devoted reader and fan of
Hermine Dicke, ZARJA’s dedicated
writer of Pots and Pans. She {inds Her-
mine’s varied recipes tempting and de-
licious.

Loretta regularly attends the first
Sunday of the month Holy Mass, at
Our Lady of Brezje Chapel, Basilica
of the National Shrine of the Immacu-
late Conception with the members of
the Bishop Baraga Association and Br.
103. She is [riendly and a ready listener
to those who need a caring ear o listen.
Loretta cheerfully volunteers her serv-
ices in the preparation and work neces-
sary for our social and business ac-
tivities. Her great delight is helping
with the peeling and slicing of apples
in preparation for the delicious Apple
Strudels we make yearly, headed by
the “seasoned bakers” of our Branch
for the annual Dinner/Dance held in
October.

Christmas, Valentine's Day, indi-
vidual Birthdays, Wedding and Death
Anniversaries of family and friends are
all considered treasured occasions to
be remembered with a Holy Mass
Spiritual Bouquet and or a special
greetings card.

Loretta is of medium height, grey
cyes, dark brown hair, slightly begin-
ning (o grey.

When asked who is the greatest in-
spiration in her life? Loretta responds,
“My parents! Their continuing faith,
caring manners and charitable over-
looking of faults in others was, indeed,
responsible for instilling a close bond
of affection between the members of
our family, relatives and friends!”

Loretta considers the honor of
Woman of the Year a great tribute and
an overwhelming pleasure to be so hon-
ored by her friends in Br. 103. Love
and best wishes for a blessed and happy
day, darling daughter, Loretta.

On behalf of Loretta and myself, 1
wish to express our gracious and
heartfelt thanks to our members and

Sriends of Br. 103,

Sabina L. Bartol
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Looking Back

Irene M. Odorizzi
Heritage Director

to the Future
BR. #96, UNIVERSAL, PA

It is always exciting to look back on the past and to see how active a branch was in its formative years.
Now we see smaller branches beginning to merge because the membership has decreased over the years. Such
is the case of this month's featured branch, #96 from Universal, Pennsylvania. In 1989, Branch #96 cease to
exist and the members transferred to Branch #91 in Oukmont.

Let me take this opportunity to offer a suggestion to all branches. Look to the future. Do you have vounger
women active in your branch? If not, take the time to cultivate a “vounger sister,” so that when older members
reach their golden years, the branch will not fade from existence. The vounger members must be cultivated like
a garden of flowers that will some dav bloom beautifully for our organization.

It is the responsibility of branch officers to see that there are troops ready to take over when the time
comes. Younger members should be encouraged to attend meetings as they bring with them new and interesting
ideas. Suggest that your younger ladies plan activities, projects and meetings for the organization. They will
add much zest and life to meetings that might have gotten stale and tired. If your branch is presently saying,
“We don’t have any younger members to take over, then it’s time for your branch to do something about it, and
do it QUICKLY .

S el

LETO XI. — &TEV. 7 JULY, 198 YOL. XI. — NO, 1

8t. 96, Unlversal, Pa. — Na3a po-
druZnica je blla ustanovljena mese-
ca marca in kakor drugod v zatetku
tako je treba tudi pri nas delovatl
na to, da bomgo imele kaj roéne bla-
gajne. V maju smo priredile kard
pardi In sedaj se pripravljamo za
plknik, ki se bo vr¥l 22 julija v
Center Bach, to je eno miljo prod¢ od
mesta. Peljete se po Route 80. Fro-
stor je zelo vabljlv, ker se nudi po-
setnikom vsakovrstna zabava. Za ti-
ste, ki se Zelijo kopat je lep kopalal
prostor, za plesaZeljne je pa na raz-
polago prostorna plesna dvorana.
Vljudno vabilmo vse e&lanice kakor
tudi od sosednih podruZnic iz North
Braddock, Verona, FPittsburgh, Stra-
bane itd. Pridite torej od blizu in
daleé, ker zabava bo prvovrstna. Mno-
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gl se radl peljejo ob sobotah ven iz
mesta in to bo kakor nalas¢ za pritl.
Latnl In Zejni boste dobill vsega, kar
sl boste Zelell. Pridetek piknika Je
ob sedmih zveler. Pridite In me pri-
demo ob priliki tudl na vade prire-
ditve. Zelo rade bi se z vami spo-
znale In mogofe bo tudl vam v vese-
lje se spoznat! z namni. Ne pozabite
22, jullja ob sedmih zvefer na Cen-
ter Beach. — Poadrav!
Pauline Kokal, zapisnikarica.

Ann Petirich
Organizer of Br. 96, Universal

Podruinica st. 96, Universal, Pa., je bila ustanovljena
23. marca 1939 z 16 zaéetnimi élanicami. To podruZnico
je ustanovila Mrs, Anna Petrich, gl. odbornica prosvetne-
ga odseka. To je Ze osma nova podruinica, ki jo je ona

ustanovila.
predsednica;
blagajnidarka.

V odbor so bile izvoljene
Mary Pavlik, tajnica;

Julia Starman,
Annie Jelovchan,
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Branch 96 of Universal, Pennsylvania was organized
by Anne Petrich of Warren, Ohio on March 28, 1939 with
sixteen charter members:

Florence Boyt, Frances Boyt Velicic, Alice Demshar,
Margaret Demshar, Mary Demshar Pivirotto, Mary Dem-
shar, Frances Habjan, Mary Habjan Sacsek, Anna Jelov-
chan, Johanna Kokal, Mary Kokal Bohar, Pauline Kokal,
Mary Previc Pavlik, Helen Previc Grabowski, Victoria Dem-
shar Pryatel, Julia Erzen Starman.

The newly organized branch chose as their first officers
the following young women:

President, Julia Starman

Vice President, Johanna Kokal

Secretary, Mary Pavlik

Recording Secretary, Pauline Kokal

Treasurer, Anna Jelovchan

Sentinel, Mary Bahor

As a newly organized branch, meetings were held
every month and then later they were held every three months
at various Slovenian Halls in Universal or Center. At times
the meetings were also held in the homes of members.,

STATE CONVENTIONS

Branch 96 hosted two State Conventions. The first one
was held on April 18, 1970 in St. Januarius Church Hall in
Renton, PA. The National President, Mrs. Antonia Turek
and her husband attended along with Mrs. Mary Tomsic,
State President, from Strabane. The banquet cost $3.50 per
ticket.

The members of Br. 96 posed for this photo in September
of 1962.

Front row: Mary Klemencic, Mary Sacsek, Mary
Bohar, Helen Richter, Pauline Kokal; Second row: Mary
Mlinar, Anna Jelovchan, Frances Velicic, Mary Humar;
Third row: Mary Peternel, Frances Habjan, Dora Peter-
nel, Irene Zvarelli, Anna Podobnik, Mary Likar, Fr-
ances O’Block

The second State Convention was held at the same
location on October 6, 1974, The National President. Mary
Bostian and State President, Mary Tomsic attended. Banquet
tickets were then $4.00 per person.

Members of Branch 96 attended the State Convention
on April 17, 1988 in Strabane, PA. Guest speaker for the
event was National Vice President, Cirila Kermavner.

The State Convention held in Acmetonia, PA was
hosted by Branch 91 of Oakmont. Bernadette Kovacic, Na-
tional co-chairlady of the Women’s & Junior Activities was
the guest speaker. Members of Branch 96 attended both
events,

S0TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATED

Branch 96 celebrated its fiftieth anniversary in 1986
and six members celebrated 50 years in Zveza at that time.

In September 1989, Branch 96 merged with Br. 91 of
Oakmont, PA and now they exist as one branch. The mem-
bers who transferred were:

Mary Bohar, Anna Cestnik, Anna Fontana, Frances
Kalik, Rozena Kokal, Albina Kosmach, Frances Kuchna,
Kristine Kuchna, Antoinette Mozina, Mary Montanari,
Mary O’Block. Jean Oswalt, Dorothy Peternel, Mary Jane
Peternel, Mary M. Peternel, Anna Podobnik, Kathleen
Podobnik, Mary Sacsek, and Mary Jerich.

On September 8, 1963 the ladies of the branch once
again posed for a branch photo.

First row: Mary Peternel, Dora Peternel, Julia Star-
man; Second row: Mary Sacsek, Mary Klemencic; Third
row: Pauline Kokal, Frances Habjan, Mary Mlinar,
Helen Richter, Anna Podobnik.
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Pleasant Pennsylvanians at the State Convention

These photos were printed in the April, 1971 ZARJA after a successful State Convention for the branches of Pennsyl-
vania, hosted by Br. 96, Universal (Renton). Top left photo shows the National President, Toni Turek, (fourth from
left) with Honorary State President and long-time officer, Mary Tomsic of Strabane (right) and other Br. 96 officers.
The top right photo and bottom were taken of the crowd of members attending from other branches.

SPECIAL MEMBERS

Branch 96 reached its 50th anniversary in 1986, and
two members who worked hard and without any complaints
during that time were Pauline Kokal and Mary Klemencic.
Both ladies attended every meeting unless they were very
ill. They are credited with holding the branch together for
50 years.

Mrs. Anna Podobnik celebrated her 100th birthday in
1989 with a party for relatives and friends. She lived at
home with her son Philip. Annaalso had three other children,
Frank, August and Tillie Yearm. Anna came to America
from Slovenia is 1928, and as of 1989 is the grandmother
of nine and the great-grandmother of 13 youngsters.

Many thanks to Mary H. Sacsek, Recording Secretary
of Branch 96, from 1947 until it merged with Branch 91,
for the information and two photos which she sent for this
article.
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NOTICE TO BRANCHES!

All the histories that were submitted will be published
in the next few years. Look for many more exciting issues
filled with photos and stories about the formation and early
development of the branches.

If your branch still needs to submit a history but has
incomplete records, minutes and photos, consider looking
through some past issues of the ZARJA. Check with your
members for that special person who has saved back issues
of our very informative monthly magazine. There’s a wealth
of information in those old ZARJAS. You still have time
to “get your act together.” Good Luck!
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NO. 1, SHEBOYGAN, WI

Our Mother’s Day Mass for living
and deceased members will be on May
16th at 10:30 a.m. at Sts. Cyril and
Methodius Church. We will celebrate
our Member of the Year with brunch
following mass in Father Cherne Hall.
Please call Aggie at 452-8808. Leave
a message for reservation. We hope to
see a great number of members present.

Thanks to all members who did such
a great job baking for the past bake
sale. it was a grand success.

Belated Happy birthday to Frances
Zindarish, on March 7th. She turned
93 and is still maintaining her own
llplll'll}lclll.

Happy Birthday also to Mary Godec
who was 95 on March 15th. Mary is
living at Meadow View Nursing Home.

We have quite a few members who
are shut-ins. Now that the wcather is
nice,how about stopping in to visit
them?

Our sympathy to the family of Jennie
Babish of Br. | and to the family of
Rose Kraemer of Br. 43, Milwaukee.
May their souls rest in peace.

Please pay your dues for 1993 as
soon as possible.

Happy Summer!

DOROTHY BREZONIK

NO. 2, CHICAGO, IL

It seems that when Mother Nature
wants to play tricks on us with the
weather she always performs her best
on our meeting nights. That was the
case for our March meeting, however,
there were 92 members and guests in
attendance for our annual St. Joseph's
Table. The hall was decorated in green
and red. Fran read a beautiful story
about the life of St. Joseph, then Father
Blase blessed the food. Each year we
are always amazed at all the different
foods that our members prepare and it
is always so delicious.

At our May meeting we will be hon-
oring our Mother of the Year — Julia
Petrich. Mass prior to the meeting.

Our condolence to Irma Pesdertz and
Anna Scieszka on the loss of their
brother, Johnny Fickett. We are sorry
that we lost one of our oldest members,
Mrs. Jennie Puhek. She had been sick
for a long time. Mrs. Puhek was been
a member of Branch 2 since it started
and was always very active until her
sickness. Our condolence to all her
family, her daughters, Mary, Delores
and Gen. Please remember her in your
prayers that she will rest in peace.

Please remember our sick and those
members who are unable to attend the
meetings with a card. Pray for our
members who are in the hospital, espe-
cially my mom, Mrs. Luba Troha.

Happy Mothers Day!

Love,

DAISY

NO. 3, PUEBLO, CO

Spring is in the air and what a won-
derful feeling it is to be enjoying the
beautiful weather we are having. Let's
hope it lasts.

When the Lenten season was in full
swing, the ladies of St. Mary's Church
again served meatless soup every
Wednesday after the noon Mass. On
March 3rd, after we enjoyed the deli-
cious soup, we had our meeting which
was well-attended with 20 members
present and one guest, Dorothy Brun-
Jak. Dessert was served by our hostes-
ses Gertrude Jordan, Josephine Giar-
ratano and Helen Galich.

Mary Tekavec, President, opened
the meeting with prayers and then re-
ports where given and approved.

The mystery gift (money this time)
was donated by Agnes Glavich and won
by our guest, Dorothy Brunjak.
Dorothy donated it back to the branch.
Thank you very much.

Prayers were said for Anna Pachak
and Jennie LuKanic.

Anna Pachak, a Pueblo resident for
many, many years passed away Feb-
ruary 27, 1993, She was a very active
member and leader of Branch 3 and
national officer of S.W . U. Anna was
98. We extend our condolences to her
family.

Among our sick and those who have

had surgery recently are: Mary
Kochevar, Lillian Germ, Irma Drob-
nick, Mary (Grandma) Kochevar, Al
Kochevar, Lena Kochevar's husband,
Marié Lindvay and Richard Beard, hus-
band of Marie Kastelic Beard. We wish
them all a speedy recovery.

Our condolences also go out to the
family of Joann Hrobak Sonata, who
passed after March 5, 1993, She was
the daughter of Ann Hrobak.

Congratulations are in order for Joan
and John Mihalick on the birth of a
granddaughter and Anna Klun's great
granddaughter, February 25. Parents
arc Lori and James Mihalick, San
Diego, California.

Congratulations are also in order for
Marge Mihalick and Ricky G. Boyd on
their engagement; they will be married
May 29 in San Bernardino, CA. Marge
is the daughter of Joan and John
Mihalick and granddaughter of Anna
Klun and Rick is the son of Dora
Thompson of Redlands, CA.

Our next meeting is May 5. 1993,

PAULINE PAUCHICK

NO. 5§, INDIANAPOLIS, IN

May 13, 1993

This is the date of our May luncheon
of business meeting. We shall be hon-
oring our “Members of the Year™: Flor-
ence Banich, Marianna Bayt, and Stella
Watson. This is also the date of our
big raftle. It is nor roo late 1o wrn in
your raffle tickets or to purchase more.
I have even sold some to Slovenians in
Texas! Do not forget to bring yourself
along with a covered dish to the Slove-
nian National Home at 11:00 a.m.

On March 25, we lost a long time
member of the SWU — Branch 5. Mrs.
Ludmilla (Millie) Deal was a mother
of five, a grandmother of 19, and a
great grandmother of four. Branch 5
would like to extend our sympathy to
Millie’s family, especially to her sister,
Vicky Lambert. Vicky has also been a
long time member of Branch 5. With-
out the support of such loyal members,
we would not have an organization
today.

Branch 5 would also like to extend
our sympathy to Frances Yovanovich,
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90th Birthday Celebration

Mary Pavlovich celebrated her 90th birthday on February 22, 1992
with her daughter, Mary Novak and grandchildren all gathered around
her. She resides in Moreno Valley, CA and is a member of Br. 6.

e

Sue Ann Yovanovich, and Debby and
Sarah Williams on the death of Alex
Yovanovich: husband, father, and
grandfather. Our thoughts and prayers
are with you all.

Mary Urbancic has given me a
photograph taken of Branch 5 in ap-
proximately 1930. Mary remembers
quite a few of the women in the picture,
but not all. If you have a similar picture
and can help us put all the faces with
names, please let us know. It is a great
item to keep in the organization.

Anyone who has not paid their dues
can do so at the May meting. Do not
forget our raffle. I am sure Mary Fr-
ances Mohr will have raffle tickets av-
ailable at the meeting or call her now
for more.

I will not be able to attend the May
meeting, but I hope you all have a good
time and that I win one of the prizes,
I do wish Good Luck to all who have
entered the raffle.

My thoughts will be with you on
May [3.

BARBARA MOHR

NO. 6, BARBERTON, OH

From Branch 6, [ wish I could pick
the Mother of the Year. There are 26
ladies plus three social members who
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deserve this honor. I do want to men-
tion the four oldest members of our
branch:

Anna Luzier - age 92 - with 62 years
membership; Josephine Maver - age
91 - with 58 years with us; Mary Pav-
lovich - 91 — with 46 years with us;
and Pauline Barberich - age 90 - with
57 years with us.

The only one who does not live in
our area is sister Pavlovich who is with
her daughter in California. The presi-
dent of Branch 6, Jeanette Killoran as
well as myself want to wish all the
ladies of Branch 6 the happiest of
Mothers Days!

MOTHER’S DAY

Though she may

not understand
life's winding way...
Lead her in peace divine.

I cannot pay my debt

For all the love

that she has given,
But Thou, love's Lord,

Wilt not forger
Her due reward---
Bless her in earth and heaven.

Henry Van Dyke

LINDA K. LAMBRIGHT

NO. 10, CLEVELAND, OH

On March 24th, the meeting was
called to order by Pres. Steffie Segulin.
In attendance were 13 members,
Prayers were said for our sick and de-
ceased members. Pres. Steffie Segulin
read the minutes of Jan. 20 which |
was unable to attend. The treasurer’s
report was given by Theresa Dagg. Her
address is 1910 Rosemont Rd., East
Cleveland, Ohio 44112, telephone,
681-5379. Dues can be sent to her for
1993. We discussed and approved a
change of meeting date to the fourth
Wednesday of the month. We have a
total of 186 members. Please try to
bring a new member to the meeting.
Election of a vice president was held
and Mary Podlogar accepted the posi-
tion. Sgt. at arms was Lucy Romik.
Congratulations!

We had one death, Antonia Stradj
passed away. We send sympathy to her
family and to the following who have
lost loved ones: our member, Antonia
Kerjicnik on the loss of her husband,
Ernest; Mary Krann on the loss of hus-
band, Ed; to the family of Frank Fabec
on the loss of wife, Mae; to Tony Pet-
kovsek on the loss of his father, Anton;
Ann Tercek on the loss of her daughter,
Carol. May they all rest in peace.

Voted upon our Mother of the Year.
She is Mary Princ. Congratulations,
She will be honored at a dinner on May
26th at the Slovenian Home on Holmes
Ave., first floor, 1 p.m. Please try to
attend, bring a friend, guests arc wel-
come. Reservations must be made in
advance by calling 9444954 or 531—
7635.

Discussed were dates and plans for
our Christmas party which will be held
in November. More on this later.

Keep Oct. 17th open, the date for
our annual State Convention at this
year. It will be held at St. Lawrence
Church Hall. Buses will be arranged.

A raffle was held after the meeting
was adjourned. Refreshments served
and many thanks to the ladies who
baked and helped.

Happy Mothers Day and blessings
to all.

ANN STEFANCIC



REMARKS AT THE 65TH ANNIVERSARY BANGUET OF BRANCH 16

NAJPREJ ZELIM IZRELGI PRISRGNO DOBRODOSLICO USEM, KI STE SE U TAKO LEPEM STEUILU
022URLI IN PRISLI NA PROSLAVO 65 OBLETNIGE DRUSTUA ST. 16 SLOVENSHE ZENSHE ZUEZE.

Branch 16 of the Slovenian Women's Union held their
first meeting in the Home of Mrs. Agnes Zupancic-Cherne
on February 22, 1928, Those who attended that first meeting,
our charter members, were: Agnes Zupancic-Cherne,
Angela Gorenc, Hannah Kocka, Mary Miklaveic, Mary
Novak, Anna Rodish, Josephine Samotorchan, Barbara Sim-
cich, Angela Sintich, Anna Makovec, Mrs. Katie Triller,
Helen Vuksinich, Antonia Yake and Amelia Zec. The person
responsible for enrolling most of the members at that time
was Agnes Mahovlic, also known as “Fugina”. She was
honored as Convention Queen and the National Convention
banquet on June 28, 1936.

Mrs. Agnes Zupancic-Cherne was the first President and
today her daughter, Olga Kowalkowski and Daughter in
law, Fran Zupancic, are still members and present with us
on this wonderful occasion.

Josephine Samotorchan was the first Secretary and with
us today is her daughter, Mary Meyers.

Katie Triller was a Charter Member of Branch 2 but
was also an organizer of Branch 16 because of her many
contacts in the neighborhood and St. George’s Church. Katie
was President for 36 years and was also elected as First
National Vice President and later served as a National Au-
ditor. She attended many conventions as a delegate and was
chosen Woman of the Year in 1973, Her niece, Edna Winters
is the present President and her niece, Gloria Serapin is our
member.

Josephine Kral was Vice President for 25 years and
was the first Mother of the Year for our Branch, in May of
1952. Her daughter, Mary Rago, is our present Vice Pres-
ident.

Presidents after Katie Triller were her niece, Jean Buk-
vich, then Marge Prebil and Mary Ann Sambol for one
term. Later, Marge Prebil resumed the presidency. Our pre-
sent President is Edna Winters, Katie Triller's niece.

One of our most active and devoted members is Ann
Lustig who enrolled 109 members and was Regional Pres-
ident of Illinois-Indiana. She organized the celebration of
our 50th Anniversary held in April 1978, plus many other
parties and trips. She also organized the famous “S.W.U.
Kitchen Band”. For each performance, all the band members
were dressed in Slovenian national costumes!

Gladys Buck is serving as Secretary for over S0 years.
She also was Captain of the Cadets, was a Regional Dele-
gate, as well as delegate to several National Conventions.
She was the Fashion Editor in ZARJA and is still preparing
and sending in to ZARJA all the important articles, like the
History of our Branch and Mother of the Year information.

Zora Yurkas organized bowling teams, one of which,
“South Chicago Aces”, won the 1943 Tournament Cham-
pionship in Milwaukee. She also worked with the Cadets
and was Secretary of our branch. Zora is presently residing
in the rest home in Whiting and we all wish her well. Her
sister, Helen Milanovich is our long-time member.

Sylvia Spretnjak has been taking care of our kitchen
for almost 20 years., Together with her late sister, Marge
Spretnjak, they made all of our Mother of the Year books,
table decorations, pin-ons and other party favors. Sylvia is
always ready to offer help and advice. She is also serving
as an Auditor for many years.

There were and still are many other deserving and
devoted members who contributed so much to our progress.
It would take too long to mention them all, but, we are
certainly proud of them and thankful for all they have done.
The sad part is, many are not with us anymore.

The History of our Branch was published in two issues
of ZARJA in May and July, 1992. In reading the history
we see that our biggest projects were the Drill Team, Bowl-
ing Tournaments and the Kitchen Band. Along with all these
activities our Branch has always promoted our beautiful
Slovenian heritage and we are grateful to our parents, spec-
ially to our mothers and grandmothers who forever kept in
their hearts their birthplace, whether it was a tiny village in
Slovenia or a bigger town, whether it was a place in Croatia,
[taly, or any other place, they passed down to their children
their love for their heritage and homeland.

Our sincere thanks to all the guests who attended today
— you who are the children of our pioneers. We are especially
happy that you are with us to celebrate our 65th Anniversary.
Also, thank you, Fr. Raphael, pastor of St. George's for
the mass this morning and for your presence here at the
banquet. To our Regional President of lllinois and Indiana,
Romaine O’ Brien, our best wishes and to Corinne Leskovar,
Editor of ZARJA, thanks for being here. We are very happy
to have a representation from Branch 95, headed by presi-
dent, Millie James and Secretary Delores Hennelly. Thank
you, ladies for coming.

We are honored by this great crowd and wish you a
happy day and hope to see you soon.

Vida Kumse
istress of Ceremonies
Mistress of Ceremonies

The officers of Br. 16 attended this celebration dres-
sed in their Slovenian national costumes, which were a
beautiful sight at the procession before mass at St.
George’s church the morning of March 21st, 1993. They
were the hostesses for a lovely banquet held at the Golden
Shell and to bring more meaning to the event, they exhi-
bited many beautiful Slovenian heritage artifacts and
historical pictures of the past 65 years.

After dinner and speeches, the music of Frankie
Kovacic Trio entertained the crowd with delightful Slove-
nian and Croatian folksongs.
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SLOVENIAN EXHIBIT AT INTERNATIONAL NIGHT

Top photo: Theresa at the display; lower right photo, her mom and dad.

Member of Br. 20, Joliet, IL, Theresa Rozman and her family picked up the theme “LEARN ABOUT
SLOVENIA” for Theresa’s St. Louis University, Parks College “International Night” held at the Alumni Center in
March. “She was so enthusiastic about it that we just had to help,” said Theresa’s Mom, Mary. The Slovenia exhibit
was one of 25 nationality displays and the only one from a slavic country.

Theresa readied two tables, with maps, literature, beautiful pieces of art and craft that she borrowed from
relatives and friends. Her mom who is an excellent baker, baked small, individual-serving poticas that Theresa passed
out to the visitors to the Slovenian booth. For this occasion, she also prepared a folder explaining what, where and
why is Slovenia. Her little publication was very well received and many people thought it was an interesting thing to
know a little more about one of the newest democracies in Europe.

Theresa’s father, Bernie, was very proud of his daughter’s exhibition and was on hand to answer questions.
Her brother Paul and sister-in-law, Rene Rozman Jjoined another couple, Helen Williams and Franci Puc, in dancing
areal Slovenian polka for the crowd. A video about Slovenia and music by the best Slovenian bands was another feature.

Theresa got a lot of material from the SWU Heritage Museum to help her with facts and figures. “It was a
real family venture, with SWU as a second support group,” she said!

( ‘
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NO. 12, MILWAUKEE, W1

Our March meeting was great even
tho we had to put up with remodeling
at St. Peter’s Church. We didn’t mind
a bit, with delicious chop suey for
lunch, made by our cook, Phylis. For
dessert we had jello.

Glad to see Ann Grambow and Alma
Hoelzer with us. Jean Wolczewski had
a stay in the hospital but is now at
home. Ann Jelinek is in and out for
tests. Our charter member, Mary
Bucovnik had a hip replaced and is at
home, doing great according to her sis-
ter, Ann Paulin. The members wish you
all good health.

We were saddened to hear of the
death of Rose Kraemer, secretary of
Br. 43 for many years. We extend our
sympathy to the family and we remem-
bered her in our prayers at the meeting,

Leona Zigman was in Florida for
three months. No wonder I couldn’t get
you on the phone! Sylvia Kotze spent
a week in Florida at Disneyworld with
her family. Rose Luebke and her hus-
band flew out west to be with her
daughter for Easter. Folks. keep travel-
ing while you can, but, be sure you're
back for our meetings!

We discussed our Luncheon in April
and the Mother of the Yeuar party in
May in honor of our Mother of the
Year, Kate Osep, our fabulous potica
maker. Members were asked what do-
nations of food they would bring. 1 re-
ceived some money donations, 100, so
we'll buy anything we need addition-
ally and no one will go home hungry.

Stavia and Jo Wilhelm take care of
the attendance prize every month and
decide what we need to fatten our Kitty.

On March 21st our member, Steffie
Bashell's husband, Louis (the Silk Um-
brella Man) was honored by the Fine
Arts Council of UWM. Louie received
the Award of Merit, adding this to his
award at Washington, D.C. in 1987,
and in 1989 when his band was honored
in Santa Fe, NM where they entertained
the visitors at the Santa Fe Muscum.
On the wall in the Art Gallery hangs a
2" x 4’ polarized photo of Louis and
the band which is seen by hundreds of
visitors from all over the U.S.

There is an inscription: “Slovenian
Folk Artists”. Congratulations, Louie!
This award is one you richly deserve.
For some one who took up plumbing.
you excel more in playing our Slove-

nian music. Louie left the plumbing to
his brother, and he stayed with the ac-
cordian. So, you see, Milwaukee has
many Slovenian talents and we are
proud of them.

Be sure to attend our May meeting
for a fine lunch and to honor our Kate
Osep. Stay healthy.

MARY KIEL

NO. 13, SAN FRANCISCO, CA

Our March meeting was on excep-
tionally lovely day. Following the
meeting we had a luncheon and B Party
with all the delicious sandwiches.,
salads, jellos and desserts you could
eat and fun games. We had a very nice
turnout and everyone had a good time.

We are looking forward to our
Brunch for our Woman of the Year,
Doreen Sustarich. This will be at the
Downtown Marriott, May 23. Contact
Josephine Aiuto for reservations. This
always a beautiful day and the food is
marvelous.

[ have just returned from a week in
Joliet, IL after attending the Board of
Director’s Meeting. It is always a joy
to see these lovely ladies and to attend
another branch’s function (Br. 20). 1
went to their meeting and wonderful
pot luck. Seems we all have a common
problem though, we need new mem-
bers. Please ladies, we must keep our
SWU alive and thriving. Try to bring
in a new member this year.

1 would like to send Get Well Wishes
to all the members on the sick list,

Our deepest sympathy and prayers
to the family of Betty Doherty, who
lost her beloved husband, Frank. This
was truly a loving couple and he will
be greatly missed.

Wishing everyone a
Mother’s Day.

BEVERLY JACKSON

beautiful

the Century, one of the worst blizzards
of our time and it was on our meeting
day! Would you believe that 13 ladies
showed up for the meeting and the treat
of corned beel sandwiches! We had a
good meeting, preparing for the 65th
anniversary on March 21st. Up to that
date we had sold only 40 tickets for the
banquet, and in just one more week,

SWU Crest indicates the

65th Anniversary of this

branch in 1993.
Congratulations!

we sold another 45! What a successful
party this was. It was great to have
several members from Br. 95, our
neighbors, attending  and  Regional
President, Romaine O'Brien. Also pre-
sent was our Pastor, Fr. Raphael and
our lovely editor, Corinne Leskovar
who came to celebrate with us. She and
our Vida Kumse became great friends.

Vida was the Mistress of Ceremonies
and did an outstanding job. Everyone
in attendance  enjoyed  the  food,
friendship and reunion. There was good
music, too, by Frank Kovacic and his
trio. Thanks to all who helped make
our 65th anniversary the success that it
was!

Mary Jane Strus returned from 3
weeks  vacation in Arizona visiting
[riends.

Manda Maggio was selected as our
Mother ol the Year, 1993, She will
crown our Blessed Mother statue at the
celebration on May 13th at 6 p.m. at
the Crow Bar Restaurant. Call Gladys
for reservations, 221-0475.

Mary Pterko is back in the hospital.
We are praying for you and wishng you
better health, Mary.

Welcome two new members, Lena
Amicarelli and Tina Sertich who re-
cently had a fall and broke her leg.
Hope you feel better soon, Tina.

Our long-time member, Anna Lesko
passed away on March 15th and on the
23rd, her husband, John, died. Our
deepest sympathy to the family on this
double loss.

E.W.

17, WEST ALLIS, WI

We are finally seeing some signs of
spring after this long, dreary and tire-
some winter. It is a welcome sight to
see the crocuses poking through the
ground, even the sight of the dandelion
is welcome.

Our Valentine party after the close
of our Feb. meeting was a lot of fun,
a nice way to chase away the winter
blahs. The treats were delicious as we
celebrated  two  birthdays, Mitzie
Marolt and Loni Limoni. We sang
happy birthday, of course, in perfect
harmony.
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Cupid, with his bow and arrow, hit
twice in our branch! Robin Marolt and
Lori Yaklich are making wedding
plans. Lori's wedding date is April 9th,
1994 and Robin plans a fall wedding
in 1994,

Just a reminder — we will honor our
Mother of the Year, Helen Pizar at a
12:30 luncheon on Wednesday, May
9th at Kegel's Inn on So. 59th and Na-
tional Ave. Please plan to attend and
make this a happy and memorable day
for Helen. Contact sccretary, Robin
Marolt at 327-1444 or president, Mar-
ion Marolt at 327-3871 if you can at-
tend so reservations will be made for
you.

Coming events worth attending: On
May Ist, Sloga lodge will hold their
dinner dance and recognition of 50
Year Members at Kuglitsch's on So.
43rd and Greenfield. You can obtain
the tickets from secretary, Adolph
Kovacic and we hope you plan to attend
and enjoy the comraderic of friends,
plus a dance or two.

A speedy recovery to Mary Paul and
all our sick and shut-in members, be
they at home, hospital or nursing home.

May the beginning of spring bring
renewed strength to all and a Happy
Mother’s Day to our moms.

FRAN PIWONI

2. 20, JOLIET, IL

Branch member, Lucija Dragovan
creates watercolor paintings and prints.
Through the past several years she's
received a number of honors and recog-
nition for her work, including the pre-
stigious “signature status” from the
Midwest Watercolor Society. You can
see her work June 5th and 6th at the
S7th Street Art Fair in Chicago’s Hyde
Park.

At this time we'd like to extend our
sympathies to the family of Anna Ster-
nisha, who passed away. Anna was a
50 year member and an old time
bowler.

Sympathies go out to the family of
Frances Gregorich.  Frances  was
“Mother of the Year” in 1988. She was,
also the oldest member in Branch 20.
She died at age 98.

Heart felt condolences go out to
Mary Mauric, on the loss of her
brother, Frank Rogel, and to his
widow, Johanna Rogel.
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Sympathies are extended to Mary
Ambrozich on the loss on her brother,
Frances Schultz for the loss of her
father and to Lillian Stefanich on the
loss of her daughter-in-law.,

Wishes for a speedy recovery are ex-
tended to Marge Franze, Jo Lustik and
Marge Gasperich. Ladies, we hope to
see you all up and around soon.

May 18th at 6:30 at St. Joe's Park
we will be honoring our “Woman of
the Year”, Helen Horwath

Lillian Cepon will be catering the
affair. Members are free and guests are
$5 each. Magician Dave Bogdan will
supply the entertainment. Also, at this
time the Scholarship Awards will be
presented, so bring those junior mem-
bers with you. We hope to see you all
there. The evening promises to be ex-
citing.

Also, (This is important, so mark
your calendars.) Sunday, June 6th at
8:30 a.m. at St. Joseph’s Church Joliet,
Branch 20 will celebrate their 65th an-
niversary with a Mass. Your presence
can only help to make it all the more
special.

Before 1 close, I'd like to congratu-
late Helen Horwath on being selected
“Woman of the Year” and wish all the
mothers of our branch a Happy
Mother’s Day.

Since there’d be no mothers without
fathers and vice versa, and we have no
June issue of ZARJA, Happy Father’s
Day to you dads in Branch 20,

DIANE HRUBOS

23, ELY, MN

At the March meeting there were 40
members present. Thank you notes
were read from families of Ann Mik-
laucic and Frances Maki, and also a
note from Frances Mehle.

We are all looking forward to the
“Mother of the Year™ dinner in May.
Committee members for this dinner are:
Mary Landa, Virgie Ivancich, Mary
Evanish, Mary Petritz, Mary Ann
Lekatz, Kris Garni, Florence Mar-
kovich, Frances Pengal, Mary Jamnick
and Bev Lobe.

The door prize for the evening was
won by Rosemarie Buckner.

After a delicious lunch, a “great”
time socializing kept everyone enjoy-
ing the togetherness of this group.

JANE YADLOSKY,
Reporter

24, LA SALLE, IL

Fourteen members answered the roll
call at our March meeting. Itis certainly
gratifying to have such a nice enthusias-
tic group of ladies to work with.

Their was no old business pending
so we made all the arrangements for
our “Pots and Pans” potluck dinner.
We were hungry by the time the menu
was completed: Fried chicken, au gra-
tin potatoes, green rice, hot vegetables,
vegetable salads, jello salads, calico
beans, fresh home baked rolls and for
dessert kolachy and apple strudel and
cheese cake and there would be so
much more. Some of the members who
weren’t at the meeting promised to
come to dinner so there will be some
surprise dishes. The Holy Name Soci-
ety was meeting at the same time in
the La Salle Catholic South School gym
and having their annual pig roast. They
had extra food, and counted the heads
at our meeting. They sent fourteen
plates of delicious roast pork, mashed
potatoes, gravy, bread dressing and
sauerkraut to our meeting. We really
appreciated the treat and it took care
of our hunger pangs.

Marie Washkowiak passed away on
March 23. Marie was a 60 year member
of our branch. There was a short visi-
tation in Resurrection Church before
the funeral Mass, so we didn't say the
SWU funeral ritual together as we do
in the funeral home. We will use the
ritual at our April meeting. Marie is
survived by two nephews, William and
Robert Urban. her husband, Joseph,
preceded her in death in 1973, Our
sympathy too, to Terese and Walt
Kinczewski whose  brother, Joseph
Kinczewski passed away in February
after a short illness. We pray that God
will grant Eternal Rest to our loved
Ones.

Wanita Helmer is confined to her
home with a fractured shoulder after a
fall, this after a seige of colds and flu,
during the month of January. Theresa
Jensen is reported as recovering from
a sick spell at home. We pray that both
will be feeling better soon.

A donation of $25.00 was made to
the Lighted Way Developmental
Center. This annual donation is always
appreciated by the staff of this school
which does such fine work with young-
sters.

We welcome a new member, Dar-



A CRAFTY IDEA!

I have made good use of my “free” time in Florida. The afghan for
Branch 73's money-maker is finished, the crocheted Christmas tree skirt
is finished and the beautiful June Bride (which many of you have seen in
various stages) will be completed in a couple of weeks. She is truly my
pride and joy. Wish | could share her with everyone. She will be a gift
for a godchild being married in June (counted X-stitch done on green

linen). I have a pattern for an afghan (knitted) which is made in squares
using two colors. The friend who gave me the pattern has made so many
of them, and each one is prettier than the one before. Depending on the
size you will want, 6-7 inch squares will probably require 35-40 (squarces)
pieces. | am sure you will be pleased with the results. The pattern is yours
for $2.00 and a self-addressed stamped envelope. Make checks payable

to ZARJA and mail to:
Evelyn A. Majercik
49 Beverly

Port Orange, Florida 32127

lene Krueger. We hope you will enjoy
meeting with us and participating in
our activities. Your mother, Christine
Witek, was a bright light at all ol our
meetings and we enjoyed her company
so much and all of us miss her.

There will be no “Mother of the Year”
in 1993, All members will be honored
at our May dinner to be held on Thurs-
day, May 6th at noon at the Maples
Supper Club in Peru. Betty Stack will
serve as Chairman and reservations will
have to be made with her by Tuesday,
May 4th -- her phone number is 224
1949, Plan to come, we always have a
good time and Betty plans anice party.

We congratulate all the clected
Mothers of the Year and wish them a
Happy Mother’s Day and we wish all
of our Mothers good health and much
happiness.

ANNE M. WANGLER, Reporter

8 26, PITTSBURGH, PA

A few of our frequent travelers took
advantage of winter’s do-nothing time
and took off for far away places to visit
with family and friends. Mary Hudak
Dekleva visited California for three
weeks in January. She enjoyed being
with her brother in law and nephews.
She also was lucky enough to be there
before the rainy season. Mary Slaney
and daughters tried their luck at Atlan-
tic City for a few days and came home

about even, money-wise, Magdalene
Burns also visited the casinos in Atlan-
tic City in January; they all had an ex-
citing time as it did away with the
winter blahs!

Dorothy Ujcic Pietro spent some
time in Florida visiting family. Jane
Lynch joined Kalick’s Mardi Gras
Wecekend in Cleveland in February with
three buses of people from Pennsyl-
vania. A very good time was had by
all. Polkas. fun and frolicking! The
highlight of the affair was a polka mass
at the Sheraton Ballroom, Center City,
attended by a very large crowd from
Ohio, Michigan and Penna. Maybe
some of our Zveza members were also
there from other states.

Branch 26 has two long-standing and
faithful members in hospitals: Barbara
Bubash, 91 years young is at St. Mar-
garet’s Hospital for the past three
weeks. Anne Trontel Zagas is presently
recuperating at her son’s home in the
North Hills. Our prayers and best
wishes to these two of our favorite
people!

# # #

First meeting was on March 22nd
after six weeks of very cold and snowy
weather. Finally came the Blizzard of
93! Hope all the treacherous weather
IS NOW Oveer.

Meeting opened with prayer by our
president, Agnes Widina. Prayers were
also said for our sick and shut-ins. We
still have a few members requiring hos-
pital and home care. They are Kathryn
Bubash in St. Margaret’'s Medical

Center, Mrs. Mary Skerlong, hostess
of the Slovenian Radio Program of
Pittsburgh recuperating at home and
Anne Zagas who is still at her son’s
home in the North Hills. Prayers and
best wishes to all of them

Not too much news at this time as
we only had twenty-one women attend-
ing our March meeting. The snow piles
on the street corners must have kept
them home.

Greetings and sing-a-long for our
January, February and March birth-
days: Mary Slaney, our financial sec-
retary (in January), Anne Cesnik, Anne
Lokar, presently in a rest home after
an operation, Anne Zalac, Mary Fer-
lan, Mary Zigon, Antoinette Jaketic,
Marie DeMauro, Mary Capassio,
Maria Martha, Catherine Jaketic and
Rose Jesih.

We also had two class B cancella-
tions in February, Rita Adams and
Sally Brunn. We were sorry about this
and hope they reconsider.

Thank you notes were received from
Mary Skerlong and Sharon Ujcic
Lubich of the radio program for Christ-
mas donations we sent in.

Many letters were read by our pres-
ident from the Home Office. We need
many, many more new members,
young women and also more active
members.

To all Zveza members, we impart
from our hearts wishes for a happy
spring-time and Happy Mothers Day!

JANE LYNCH

NO. 32, EUCLID, OH

Hermine Strainer lead our members
in saying the Rosary for Lent at our
March meeting. I did not attend the
March meeting as my husband and 1
were on a trip to Atlantic City. Our bus
driver was none other than Joe Walters,
the nephew of our Ohio-Michigan Re-
gional President, Evelyn Majercik. The
weather was bad with ice and snow,
then later, changing to rain. Joe was a
fantastic driver considering the bad
weather we had going to Atlantic City
and we had a very enjoyable trip. We
also saw our son, Frank, fora few hours
while there.

Secretary-Treasurer, Charlotte Per-
dan and husband, Rudy spent a few
days vacationing in Chicago while
Rudy was in a bowling tournament.
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They enjoyed their leisure time to-
gether.

Traveling to Slovenia is Mary
Znidarsic, to visit her brothers and sis-
ters. We wish her a safe trip and a very
enjoyable visit.

Congratulations to Ann Rossman.
She became a great grandma for the
seventh time. Anna has two girls and
five boys as great grandchildren!

Our Mother of the Year is Jean
McNulty. A delicious meal will be pre-
pared by Sophie Mazie. Members,
please try to attend the dinner and bring
a guest with you, on May 19th. Tickets
may be purchased from any of the of-
ficers. Let us make it a very memorable
evening lor Jean.

Our Mass will be on Sept. 15th at
St. Christine’s Church for our living
and deceased members. Please try to
attend the mass. We will also have a
social event coming up, a Chinese Au-
ction on Oct. 20th. Admission will be
$3 which will include refreshments and
snacks.

Members, don’t forget the Ohio-
Michigan conference on Oct. 17th at
St. Lawrence Church. Members all in-
vited.

On the sick list are Esther Garbincus,
Thelma Lisching, Eleanor Latkovic,
Anna Godlar and also, my husband,
Frank who is recuperating after
surgery. A speedy recovery to all who
are sick.

Vice President, Faye Starman was
present at the meeting which was very
good news for us! lHer husband,
Charles drove her and was a guest at
the meeting.

With the warmer weather coming,
president, Ann Cooke and officers
would like to see more members try to
attend the meetings.

Thanks to Ceal Znidar and Helen
Kovacevic for reading the minutes and
taking notes for me in my absence at
the meeting. It was deeply appreciated.

Happy Mothers Day to all ladies!

FRANCES OGOREUC

NO. 34, SOUDAN, MN

Our meeting in March had another
nice attendance. We received a letter
from Irene Odorizzi to ask about
memories of Marie Prisland and regret
that we do not have members who had
recollections of our Founder. Years
ago, I'msure we would have something

30/ ZARJA - the DAWN

to contribute, from Mary Pahula or Bar-
bara Yapel.

As we do every year, we made an
offering to the Bishop Baraga Founda-
tion. We are still hoping he will be
canonized during our lifetime.

After our meeting, we had a games
party and it was fun to watch what the
winners received for prizes, some
unique ones were won. .. like fresh daf-
fodils I received. The money we made
will be used to pay premiums for our
80 year and older members. Thank you
to all who attended and contributed,

The door prize was brought by Agnes
Mesojedec and won by Mary Gornick.

Our meeting in April had us planning
our Mother of the Year Celebration
honoring Eileen Poderzay. Hostesses
were Sophie Zupanich and Marge
Skala, the door prize brought by Mar-
garet Mesojedec.

Emma Betourne has returned after
being in the San Francisco area since
December 20 -- she enjoyed being with
her three children and their families.

Some young people of our parish are
busy with money-making projects to
cover the cost of their trip to Denver
to World Youth Day 1993, all of them
have been successful. Our member,
Helen Adkisson., will go along as a
chaperone, we hope you will have a
wonderful time, Helen.

Member, Theresa Berg, had hip re-
placement surgery on March 19, we
hope she will make a good recovery.

The Tower-Soudan  Community
Choir performed a concert on April 3
and members Helen Adkisson, Lucille
Svatos, Adeline Mustonen and Molly
Wilson offered to make bars for the
coffee an’ -- thank you, ladies.

This is a busy time of year but enjoy
the warmer weather.

ADELINE MUSTONEN,
Reporter

NO. 39, BIWABIK, MN

Our March meeting was held on Sun-
day, Mar. 7, and as usual this year, the
weather was threatening. We were
pleased to have 20 members present,
including  Phyllis  Kukar, Josephine
Fenda and Helen Zallar from Gilbert.
We still encourage more members to
actively participate. My exciting news
was the birth of my 5th grandchild! My
daughter Barbara and son in law, Hank
Schoonover have a baby girl, Valerie

Annc, born 3-3-93 in Minneapolis. |
enjoyed five days with them and of
course my little sweetheart will be a
brand new member of S.W.U.!

We have found someone willing to
knit our donated yarn into an afghan,
50 we will use that for a future money-
maker. We still have a few cookbooks
left and are anxious to sell them. They
make wonderful birthday and Mother’s
Day gifts.

Ann Gerzina and Ann Boczkur vol-
unteered to make the arrangements for
our “Woman of the Year” Banquet.

Members enjoyed a reading of my
great aunt Sylvia Skedel’s story about
“Coming to America”, She is 95 years
old, and lives in Kingman, Arizona. |
have so many wonderful memories of
her and feel so fortunate to have known
her. My mother Annie Purkat will be
91 in April and it's hard to imagine
having her aunt living and well at 95!
She still writes us now and then and
her letters are still as interesting as she
is in person. Those written memories
are an invaluable treasure! Molly Zam-
len and Margaret Setnikar served a de-
licious Mandarin Orange Cake dessert.

JEAN KORSMAN

NO. 40, LORAIN, OH

It was a snowy Wednesday on March
[0th and the weatherman predicted 3
to 4 more inches of snow, but that
didn’t stop 22 faithful members from
attending and enjoying a delicious soup
luncheon served by Martina Woelfl,
Angie Zgone, Helen Sekular and Agnes
Mroski.

Thanks and thanks again for all the
prizes for our money-making project.
The door prize went to our Francine.

Agatha took over for our president
and brought the meeting to order. After
reports were read, we made plans for
our Mother of the Year dinner that will
take place at the German Villa on May
[3th at 2 p.m. at which time we will
honor our Agnes Serazin. Reservations
are necessary so call 988-7768 if you
have any questions.

A letter from our National President
was read asking us to try to enroll new
members since so many ol our older
members are passing away. We were
also asked to donate to the Slovenian
Cultural Center in Lemont, [linois,
Francine and Angie Martin made mo-



tions that we donate $50. We all ap-
proved.

Manny Teitelbaum received first
prize in a speech contest given by the
Rotary Club in Lorain. He attends
Southview Hi School. He is a talented
musician and sings and plays the organ
at Saturday evening mass at St. Cyril
and Methodius Church. Proud grandma
is Mary Ferlic.

Morena Bruhn, 7 months old, re-
cently participated in Ohio Sunburst
Baby contest at Euclid Square Mall.
She competed in the beauty category
and won the composite award becom-
ing eligible for competition in Colum-
bus. Morena is the daughter of Sue
Ellen and Michael Bruhn.

Her proud grandpa is Milo Uchlein
and grandma was our long-time, late
president, “Binnie” whom we miss
very much. She was also a National
Officer of S.W.U. Congratulations to
all!

We wish to express our sincere sym-
pathy to our Genevieve Wenzel on the
rccent death of her 87 year old brother,
Joseph Zimmerman. May God grant
him eternal rest.

We will not have a meeting on May
12th but hope to see you at the Mother
of the Year dinner in honor of our
Agnes Serazin. Happy Mother’s day to
all Mothers and especially to our
Agnes. Love,

MARY MATOS

NO. 42, MAPLE HTS., OH

We are all glad that winter is now
behind us and we can happily look for-
ward to summer.

Our bakeless sale in April was a tre-
mendous success with special thanks
to the many generous contributors.

Condolences to our former Ohio-
Michigan President Ann Tercek on the
passing of her beloved daughter Carol
Piccirello this past March.

We wish to congratulate Theresa and
Louis Ferfolia on their 66th wedding
anniversary, last month, Our Donna
Stubljer became a proud great-grand-
mother for the 12th time with the birth
of Alec Pichowski on March 6 to
Donna’s granddaughter.

Scott and Kelly Gaines had an extra
happy Easter because their father who
is currently working in Paris, France,
flew home for a week to spend the holi-
day with them. Scott and Kelly are

Dearly Departed Members

I - Jennie Babisch (76)
18-yr member

2 - Jennie Puhek (90)
53-yr member

3 - Johanna Lukanick (92)
45-yr member

Anna Pachak (98)
58-yr member
7 - Josephine Sever (79)
41-yr member

10 - Antonia Stradjot (89)
45-yr member

12 - Mary Starich (80)
52-yr member

14 - Florence Lapuh (77)
37-yr member

15 - Rose Rodic (96)
59-yr member

16 - Anna Lesko (82)
57-yr member

20 - Frances Gregorich (99)
65-yr member

Anna Sternisha (80)
50-yr member

22 - Anna LaMontagne (85)
58-yr member

23 - Frances Maki (79)
22-yr member

24 - Maric Waskowiak (93)
60-yr member

25 - Jennie Bochar (83)
51-yr member

30 - Mary Vicic (92)
54-yr member
Charter member No. 94
32 - Mary Strnad (102)
57-yr member
33 - lzona Borich (75)
75-yr member
43 - Rose Kracmer (84)
60-yr member

45 - Lee Covach (87)
42-yr member

Frances Zaversnik (90)
65-yr member

50 - Mary Ivec (76)
38-yr member —

Carol Piccirello (51)
14-yr member
Josephine Seeclye (92)
62-yr member
Charter member No. 50

54 - Margaret Racher (88)
53-yr member —

56 - Mary Meadows (88)
51-yr member

85 - Frances Machak (74)
33-yr member

91 - Frances Femc (92)
52-yr member

95 - Matilda Cacich (96)
43-yr member

SIS

grandchildren of Josie Gruden. Timmy
Lipnos, with his wife, son and daughter
of Portland, Oregon visited his mom
and dad, Marge and Al Lipnos during
March. They had an enjoyable visit see-
ing relatives and all their school
friends.

“An Awareness Marriage Work-
shop” was held at St. Mary's Church
in Collinwood on Mar. 26 and 27,
which was extremely inspiring and
thought-provoking. It was sponsored
by the Ohio Branches of SWU. The
workshop was led by Father Christian
Gostecnik, who is a Franciscan Priest
and Psychologist from Chicago. Our
Marge Church attended and strongly
recommends that you plan on attending
the next Workshop which hopefully,

will be planned for later this year.

May 11 is the date for our Mother’s/
Woman of the Year dinner and Mass,
honoring all our Mothers. We will have
dinnerat4 p.m. at the Slovenian Home,
Our dinner is being prepared by Mitzi
Champa to whom we are very grateful,
There will be a $3.00 charge for the
dinner, so it is important you call in
your reservation to Millie Lipnos —
662-2252. Following the dinner, we
will have our raffle drawing for the af-
ghans and the fruit baskets. Following
the dinner and raffle, we will attend
mass. at 7 p.m. at St. Wenceslas
Church. Remember you still have time
to buy raffle tickets before the drawing
from Marge Church at 467-0696.

We will have our last regular meeting
June 8 at 7 p.m. before our summer
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Rose Kraemer
1909-1993

A good heart has stopped beating
forever. Our secretary, Rose Kraemer
died on March 9, 1993, following a
stroke she suffered on January 28th.
She was hospitalized until her death.
We knew it was coming but prayed for
her recovery. The Lord took her from
our midst and straight to heaven!

Rose Kraemer was a special lady,
religious, a proud Slovenian, hard
worker for the Slovenian Women's
Union, and Br. 43 was her life. She
joined in 1933 and was a 60 year
member. For the last 38 years, until
her death, she was our secretary. Most
of our members were recruited by Rose
and she knew almost every member
personally.

Rose held the office of State Presi-
dent also, and other positions within

the SWU. She was on the Scholarship
Fund Committee and Sports Commit-
lee.

She loved her church. We could see
her every year selling religious articles
in the lobby of St. John’s at Easter time
or at the Lady’s Guild bake sale where
she would be selling tickets in the lower
hall. For the last couple of years she
was in a wheelchair, but that did not
stop her. Every Sunday morning she
was at the 8:45 Slovenian mass.

Rose loved her son who was always
by her side and her daughter and grand-
daughter. She drew her strength from
the strong love for her children and her
faith.

We said our last farewell at the
Jelenc Funeral Home on 23rd and W,
National Ave. That she was loved by
all was visible at the wake and at the
funeral mass on March 13th at St. John
the Evangelist Church. Assistant pas-
tor, Fr. Richard Verberg offered the
mass with a very moving sermon. She
was laid to rest at Holy Cross Cemetery
on Milwaukee’s north side, next to her
parents.

Dear Rose, may the Lord reward you
for all the good things you did for us.
We will remember you, always.

Our deepest sympathy to son,
Richard, daughter, Rose Lee and her
husband, and granddaughter, Kyle who
was her pride and joy and to all other
relatives.

Pocivaj v miru.

Br. 43, Milwaukee, WI
Matilda Simcic, President
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hiatus. Please plan to attend. Also mark
your calendar for the July 13 bus trip
to Pymatuming Lake and picnic at Ann
and Marge Zupancic cottage. Happy
May birthdays to Antonia Stokar, Clara
Hrovat, Dorothy Mehosky, Vida
Shega, Samantha Thompson, Shawn
Thompson, Dorothy Ponikvar, Mitzi
Champa, Donna Wilk, Gretchen Wilk,
Melinda Prhne, and Angeline Zupanc.

Also a belated happy birthday to
Dorti Zidar, who had a birthday in
April.

Please say a prayer for our sick mem-
bers and shut-ins and remember to send
them a card.

DOROTHY MEHOSKY

This is a double issue. No ZARJA in June.
Next deadline for articles is June 1st, for the
July-August issue. Thank you.
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NO. 43, MILWAUKEE, WI

On March 24th, the meeting started
with a prayer and lunch. Due to the
death of our secretary, Rose Kraemer,
the new secretary, Shirley Shulta was
introduced. She is well known among
us and a 53 year member herself! As
a single girl she was an auditor, later,
our recording secretary and vice presi-
dent. So, welcome, Shirley, we are
happy to have you as secretary. Shir-
ley’s mother, Ceil Groth was also very
active in our branch.

Mother of the Year luncheon was
finalized. We will meet on May 12th
at 11:30 a.m. at the Pleasant Valley
Inn, 9801 W. Dakota in West Allis.
Let’s be there for our lovely Arline

Fritz, whom we will honor this year.
Call secretary, Shirley Shulta for your
reservation.

I know it's long overdue but a nice
Slovenian lady and Br. 43 member,
Mrs. Amalia Fritzel celebrated her 90th
birthday in January of this year. Be-
cause of Rose Kraemer’s illness, cer-
tain things went unnoticed. I am sorry,
Mrs. Fritzel. “VaSe sollanice Vam
Zelimo Se mnogo sreénih in zdravih
let. Bog Vas Zivi, Mrs. Fritzel!

A reminder: your dues may be over-
due. If so, please make checks payable
to Slovenian Women's Union Br. 43
and mail to our new Secretary at her
address listed below,

Among our old records I found out
that our Branch was organized on June
4th, 1930 by Bara Kramer of San Fran-
cisco, CA. She was my mother in law’s
best friend and she is the reason I joined
31 years ago! Bara Kramer also or-
ganized Br. 13 in San Francisco and at
the beginning we were known as the
Slovenian LADIES Union of America!

Have a nice summer and hope to see
you at the next meeting at September.
Happy Mother’s Day to all mothers and
grandmothers! Remember our sick in
your prayers — and send them a card —
especially those in nursing homes. Our
thoughts are with all of you!

Secretary information: Shirley
Shulta, 4001 South 90th St., Green-
field, WI 53228, telephone, 321-
5762.

MATILDA SIMCIC

NO. 50, CLEVE.-EUCLID, OH

It’s April Fools Day — and hoping
that our blustry days of late winter are
over — tired of the deep snow and hiber-
nation. The daffodils and tulips are try-
ing so hard to come up and say “it’s
spring.”

Maybe New Jersey will be a nice
change for Ella and Frank Skoda who
are visiting their daughter and family
there for Easter. Do hope all our mem-
bers and their families enjoyed the Eas-
ter Holiday.

Daughter of Ann Kristoff, Sister
Donna, O.S.U. entered her painting at
the 38th annual Newman Religious Art
show and won $150.00 third prize.
Also won in the Jury Mention Awards
— which was a painting of St. Michael
the Archangel. Congratulations.,



We have honored our 50-year mem-
bers in April with corsages and cake
and the six members who are to be
congratulated are Jean Kastelic, Maria
Kelhar, Mary Winter, Frances Kikel,
Bertie Erzen and Ann Winter. Stay
well, ladies, and come and see us some-
time at our meetings and doings — eh?
our June picnic!

Still at Euclid Manor is Fanny Kal-
tenbach and is trying very hard to do
her therapy to strengthen her one ailing
side, but the wheelchair still gets her
around, Cards or visits will be ap-
preciated. Ann Orlikowski, after three
months, is [inally driving again since
her accident. See you around playing
cards, Ann.

It is with deep sympathy and sadness
we report the passing of Carol Pic-
cirello, our member, and daughter of
our president Ann Tercek. Only 50
years old, mother of twin daughters and
too early to die of cancer. All of our
Marie Prisland Cadets, dressed in their
blue and white outfits, made with their
presence a good showing of loyalty and
care for the family at the wake. So
happy to report the wonderful atten-
dance of the No. 50 and other branches.
It shows we care at times of adversity.
It brings to mind of the death of our
other young member that was just as
popular and active in the community —
Sally Furlick, daughter of Josephine
Trunk and just about the same age. May
God give the niothers strength as |
know what you are experiencing as |
did 22 years ago at our Allan’s (son)
fatal accident at age 27, coming home
from Boston to celebrate Christmas.

It's time we mention the names of
our Cadets as they deserve to be com-
mended, as rain or shine as many as
possible come to wakes and funerals.
“They are appreciated and rightly so.”
Bo Bog Placal “God will pay”. They
are, at the present time, Josie Arko,
Fran Hrovat, Alice Karberg, Stella
Kostick, Mary Kovelan, Rosemary
Marn, Jane Novak, Ann Orlikowski,
Ann Tercek, Ann Parker, Ella Skoda,
Ann Winter, Dorothy Ann Winter and
Sophie Zagorc. We, the visitors, feel
proud of you as you represent us and
our feelings. And thank you also to the
ladies who had been Cadets before. If
any members would like to represent
us as a Cadet, contact our president.

Dorothy Ann Winter is getting our

ANN’S LOSS IS OUR LOSS!

After a long illness, we have lost Carol Piccirello, daughter of Ann and
Charlie Tercek. I say we have all lost her because your daughters are all ours.
And, anyone who knows Ann and Charlie, will be able to sympathize and share

feelings.

Carol was the second of Ann’s three daughters and the mother of twin girls,
Debra and Denise. It was the closest of families. Carol totally devoted hersell
to her precious daughters and together with grandmother, Ann, epitomized love

and caring.
May she rest in eternal peace.

We extend to those who grieve. ..

“In the beautiful memories, may you find peace.
In the love that surrounds you, may you find strength.

C.L.

calling system in order so all members
can be notified when a member dies.
Thanks, Dorothy Ann — I can’t write
it in the ZARJA if I don’t know about
“it” so this will be a big help.

Ann Tercek’s cousin finally was as-
signed to a Slovene parish. Father
Ralph Ropret, an American was in
Czechoslovakia and said learning their
language was difficult so was happy to
be reassigned to Slovenia.

Ladies, no June ZARJA — remember
our picnic in June (Wed.) 23rd at Euclid
Club house at 1:00 p.m. Memorial Day
coming — Euclid’s Parade is great and
the 4th of July Fireworks! Pay your
dues plus one buck to Evelyn Pipoly
for added expenses. Z Bogom.

VERA SEBENIK, Reporter

NO. 54, WARREN, OH

Due to inclement weather, we
haven't been able to have a meeting
since Christmas, and there’s not too
much news to report except that you
will all be called for our annual Mother-
Daughter Luncheon when we honor our
member, Mayme Sporich as beloved
Mother of the Year. Please join us for
a lovely afternoon with your sister
members,

Our dear, faithful, charter member,
and my teta, Margaret Racher passed
away after she suffered a severe stroke.
She lingered for a week and we are all
sorry to lose her. We will all miss her.
She leaves two daughters and 6 grand-
children and 9 great grandchildren. Our
members prayed at her bier as a group
and our president prayed at the cemet-

ery. Our prayers and sympathy to her
family. She was quite a lady!
President, Jo Kasan has a cast on her
leg. She fell down her basement steps
and fractured her ankle and when Jo
can’t drive and come and go as she
pleases, she’s not too happy! We hope
that you mend quickly, Jo!
Elsie Persin is still at Hillside Rehab
and we send her our best wishes.
Spring has finally arrived and soon
we will see flowers and trees budding.
Can’t wait! It’s been a long winter.
Happy Mother’s Day to all and may
you have a lovely day with your
families. My daughter, Pat, from South
Carolina, will be home and I'll be lov-
ing it!

JOANNE PONIKVAR

NO. §5, GIRARD, OH

Our March meeting was cancelled
due to the snow on 3/10/93. | was in
the heart of snow country at a meeting
in Middleburg Heights, Ohio. When 1
arrived at the meeting, snow was falling
slowly and steadily. By the time our
meeting ended, 1 could barely see my
car in the parking lot. And of course,
my boots were in the car — not on my
feet!

Our Mother-Daughter banquet has
been CHANGED to Wednesday, May
19, 1993, at 5:30 p.m. It will be held
at Little Peppino’s in Girard. Joan
Twaddle is our Mother of the Year.
Our branch is also celebrating its 60th
anniversary. As a gift to our members,
the branch will give each member
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Oh, what a delight she was!

Losing a friend means many things. If she’s a school-mate, we begin to
reflect on our own mortality. If she was a co-worker, our feelings go up and
down thinking about the things we shared. If it is someone we have put into
our past history or even someone in our present life, we will visualize a certain
event or occurrence and that’s that! But, losing someone who shared perhaps
a whole lifetime, was a part of fun times, sad times, someone who was a model
of what we would like to be -- that’s a powerful sorrow!

And so, we have lost our dear Jo Seelye, at the age of 91, a wonderful
wife, mother, sister, friend.

I haven’t seen Jo for many years, but just thinking about her brings a
smile to my face. Wasn't she something? Her voice and appearance was always
peppy and energetic. She would walk around the hall when there was a gathering
— or at a bowling alley — or a banquet room, a picture of grace and composure!
She loved to be with people and conveyed sincere friendship in every gesture!

Just look at her picture once more and I'll bet you will say: Oh, what a

delight she was!

Jo passed away on March 12th, 1993, Our deepest sympathy to her family.

Editor

$5.00 towards the purchase of her din-
ner at the banquet!!

May birthdays include,
Macek, Virginia Rostan,
Selak, Anka Kregar and me.

God Bless you and may all your days
be filled with love and happiness in
your homes. Thought for the month:
Ljubo doma, kdor ga ima!

Nasvidenje!

Mary
Andrea

DORI KREGAR

NO. 56, HIBBING, MN

Meeting was held on March 9th at
First Ave. Apt. at 7:30 p.m. Mass for
our deceased members will be held on
Nov. 7th, 1993 at Blessed Sacrament
Church at 11 o'clock.

Pres. Carlson suggested that the
branch hold a celebration for our 60th
year coming up.

Flowers for our shut-in members will
be delivered to all of them for Mother’s
Day.

It was discussed that we have our
Mother's Day dinner at Woodlands
Family Restaurant as our Christmas
party was so enjoyable there.

March birthdays were recognized.
No further business, so the meeting
closed with prayers. Jackpot was won
by Valerie Carlson, bunco prize went
to Jennie Satos. Cannasta to Ann
Satovich and 50/50, Elizabeth Spolar.

Sincerely submitted by

EDITH JONES
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NO. 57, NILES, OH

NO. 73, WARRENSVILLE, OH

On March 9th we met at noon at
Paul’s Restaurant in McKinley Heights
for our meeting with 15 members pre-
sent. After lunch, we opened the meet-
ing with prayer. Minutes were read and
approved as were the sceretary’s and
treasurer’s reports. Business discussed
was our Mother’s Day party which will
be held on May 1Ith at Paul’s.

Our the sick list are Julia Yakop who
is recuperating from foot surgery; also
Mary Lukz is home recovering from
knee surgery and hopes to be back in
circulation soon. A few of our members
are down with colds and we wish
everyone a speedy recovery.

We had a few members doing some
vacationing. Frances Yerman, our
president spent a week in Florida visit-
ing her son and family. Mary Opalka
enjoyed a lovely time in Las Vegas,
Celebrated her 91st birthday in April!
She said she would love to go back to
Las Vegas!

Other birthdays were celebrated by
Carol Abdalla, Patricia Rusk and
Nancy Lombart in March.

We hope we have seen the last of

our deep snow and that we will have
spring coming in with some warm
weather.

We enjoyed playing games after the
meeting was closed, and hope to see
you all at our next meeting.

There is no elevator to success. you
have to take the stairs!

FRANCES STANEC

Happy Mother's Day. We do hope
that the day will be beautiful, starting
with the weather, including visits/calls
from children, grandchildren, etc., and
ending with a prayerful thanks for all
the good things in your life.

To our Mother of the Year,
Josephine Nowak! We are so happy to
have you as our honoree. Jo is the
mother of our Recording Secretary,
Gloria Dusck. Jo attends as many meet-
ings as her health permits and she par-
ticipates in our social activities. Con-
gratulations, Josephine, enjoy your day
and all the days that follow.

It's nice to receive notes that tell you
how much people enjoy reading the
ZARIJA articles. Thank you to Bea
Trolli, Mary Ann Hlavaty and Betty
Bayus for expressing their feelings.

Vera Kozak is recovering from her
ills; though still under doctor’s care,
she is doing well. Mary Chesnik, living
in Georgia, is improving after her re-
cent stroke,

Betty Bayus also let us know that
she is “Grandma™ again, and Angela
Gliha is a great grandma. Congratula-
tions to both of you, and to the happy
families. Are new S.W.U. members
among these newborns?

Qur sympathy to Helen Kunka on
the passing of her sister, Mildred
Kraluk. Thoughts and prayers are with
you.

Mary Ann Pikus is spending some



time in Florida (hope the weather is
good on your side of the state). I did
see Kay Yuratovac and Helen Dodyk
while they were in Clearwater -- with
many other S.W.U. members in the
Bus Bum group. Incidentally, we did
weather the BIG storm. Our home was
damaged, but in looking around us, we
were lucky. The winds were ficrce, the
rain was torrential and the lightning
brilliant. But, we survived, we are well
and that’s all that matters.

A very special get well message to
Leona Mandich. Leona was involved
in a serious auto accident in March.
She suffered many broken bones, espe-
cially in the chest area which has an
effect on her heart and lungs. Her right
leg is in a cast and she has had pins
inserted into her wrists. Needless to
say, there is a great deal of pain. After
several days in ICU and a hospital stay,
she is home under the ever watchful,
caring and loving eye of her mother
and her family. As you remember,
Leona was diagnosed with multiple
sclerosis in 1991. She has done so well,
was really on a road to recovery -- and
now this. Let’s all take time out for a
prayer for her, and for her family. Hang
in there, Leona.

By the end of this month we will be
returning to Ohio with a full schedule
for the summer. 1 do hope our paths
cross eventually. Until then, take care
of yourselves.

Respectfully submitted,

EVELYN MAIJERCIK

NO. 79, ENUMCLAW, WA

Ah, spring, and with it came the
March dance of our local SNPJ Lodge
738 at which event our SWU ladies
manned the kitchen to provide our
spaghetti dinner for the dancers. This
was a very successful fund raiser for
us. All of the ladies who spent long
hours in the kitchen deserve a lot of
thanks — such team work, we can’t
miss. Monica Podolak and her catering
experience co-ordinated (and worked)
the event. AnnaMae Anderson, Mary
Kell, Annette Johnson, Lynnette El-
lertson, and Steffie VanWeiringen and
Fran Potocnik served for hours. Fran
and Frances Potocnik baked and do-
nated their delicious strudels. Kathy
Vogel and her husband, Kurt, were
busy at the dinner ticket booth, while

Jo Lustik

Since the beginning of history, man
has attempted to inhale the smoke of
various herbs, but the first appearance
of the tobacco pipe is still a matter of
conjecture. A fair amount of wooden
pipes were made in the 17th and 18th
centuries, although there is a lack of
contemporary information on the sub-
ject.

We are indeed fortunate to have such
a pipe, which is held here by Jeff Lus-
tik, as part of our Heritage Museum
collection. It was donated by Val Mer-
var of Br. 47 in Garfield Hts., Ohio,
and had been owned by her grandfather
in Slovenia. Soon after WW 11, a rela-
tive brought it over to her as a remem-
brance. It is made of wood and is in
remarkably good condition, consider-
ing it is well over 100 years old. As
you can tell by the picture, the stem is
very long, 24 inches to be exact.

We appreciate Val's donation, and
are proud to have it displayed among
our other artifacts at the Museum.

Dorothy Sleigh and Deryl did a great
job with raffle tickets. Also thanks to
those who helped during the afternoon
and any I forgot to mention.

We are honored to have our Woman
of the Year, Barbara Dime. She will
be our guest of honor at Johnnie V’s
in Kent on May 2nd, 2:00 p.m. We
hope to have a large turnout, Busy as
she is Barbara is always ready to give
a helping hand. Hopefully, Barbara’s
husband, Gary will serenade us with
his accordian.

With sorrow we have to report Bar-
bara's mother-in-law, Steffie Dime,
passed away carlier this month. She
had been ill for some time.

MARY BRATOVICH,
President

NO. 81, KEEWATIN, MN

Pres. Kapla opened the March 24th
meeting with prayer. We received an
annual secretarial award based on the
branch membership at the end of 1992,
A request came from regional presi-
dent, Jean Korsman, asking if we
would co-sponsor Minnesota Day with
Br. 19 in Eveleth. This would be in

September. A special meeting for this
is planned.

Our Mother’s Day Breakfast was on
April 25th, after the 8:30 Mass. It was
held at Sylvia’s Cafe. We will tell you
about it next month.

Meeting adjourned and we enjoyed
dessert hosted by Mary Brletich. Happy
Mother’s Day to all.

TONI D.

NO. 89, OGLESBY, IL

Our March 8th meeting was well at-
tended and the auditors have had their
completed books audited to full satis-
faction. Report given on the cookbook
sales. Installation of officers took place
with Helen Komater doing the honors.
Elsa Zabavnik is reported on the sick
list and is convalescing at home after
eye surgery. We all wish her a speedy
recovery and remember her in our
prayers.

Rose Ann Prey and Jo Morrison were
very happy to report that their grand-
daughter, Vanessa Morrison won 2nd
place in the spelling contest at
Washington Public School. Congratu-
lations to Vanessa and the happy grand-
mothers.
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Vice President’s Message:

I have just returned from our Annual Board of Direc-
tor’s Meeting in Joliet, 11l., a most successful and productive
meeting. It is a joy to be able to meet with these wonderful
women again. Many of us stay at the same motel and enjoy
meeting in the “hot tub” each evening after our long day.
Our first evening is always the time for a wonderful dinner
at Olga and Ed Ancel’s home. About 20 of us. And, then,
a quick run over to the Bowling Alley to root for the team
of Br. 20. On Tuesday night, we went to St. Joseph's Table
for that marvelous Pot Luck put on by Br. 20. Wednesday
was St. Patrick’s Day, so we had green bread for lunch and
Corned Beef and Cabbage at the Knights of Columbus hall
that evening. Tori Bobence, Cilrila Kermavner, and | stayed
a few days extra and were treated royally by Olga and Ed
Ancel. Thursday we went on the new gambling ship down
the DesPlaines River, a terrific new experience.

Friday was the most beautiful day of snow [ have ever
seen. We went to the magnificent Rialto Theater to see
Engelbert Humperdinck and with snow on all the trees, it
looked like a fairyland to this native Californian.

We finished this wonderful week with a Mass at St.
Joseph’s Church and a beautiful procession by the children.
It was St. Joseph’s day, their patron. Afterwards, adelightful
dinner at Stefanich’s Restaurant.

I brought the two handmade dolls with me — “Anica”,
the little immigrant and “Maria” in her Slovenian costume
and they were presented to Jonita Ruth, winner of Phase [1
Membership Drive. She loved them!

We will now start Phase 11T and, in keeping with our
SWU... It's now Slovenian Wisdom Unsurpassed!!! We

Beverly, Jonita and Tory

Jonita will always treasure the beautiful dolls, Anica
and Maria, presented to her as the first place winner in the
recently concluded Membership Campaign Phase II. Be-
verly, their creator and Tory, the presentor, hope that there
will be more winners in the new campaign!

will have another wonderful award at the end of this Cam-
paign.

Bring in new members! Give someone the chance to
be proud of their Heritage, share in their culture, and benefit
with the wonderful friendships.

Beverly Jackson

The bakeless bake sale was reported
as a huge success. Jo Schmidt will be
our Mother of the Year for 1993. Con-
gratulations. Plans will be finalized at
the April meeting.

On committee were Rose Ann Prey
and Rose Kellett. Prizes went to Helen
Komater and Anne Batty.

Respectfully submitted by,

EUNICE KOMATER

NO. 100, FONTANA, CA

It’s been awhile since | have reported
on Branch 100 activities. I was unable
to attend the January meecting, but we
did have elections of officers. Ann
Kapel was again elected President;
Mary Lou Vidergar was elected Vice
President; Rosemary Mlakar was
elected Treasurer; Ann Arledge agreed
to be Recording Secretary since
Clarissa Costell declined, Henrietta
Bledsoe and Nell Phillips are Auditors,
and Linda Costell is English Reporter.
At the February meeting we had a nice
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Thank you from the Slovene Rest
Home for the hand made wreaths
members made for Christmas and tow-
els we bought them. It was great to see
all the members at this meeting, one
of the largest turnouts in a long time.

We had our Polichinke breakfast on
February 14, and we had a very good
atendance. Thanks to Frank and Mary
Lou Vidergar for organizing the cook-
ing, and all the good help in the kitchen
and dining room setup and cleanup.
Thanks to Carol Harley for handling
the raffle, although her husband Jim
won the big basket again! We're not
going to let him buy an raffle tickets
next year! We also had a cake walk
and we had a lot of fun with that.
Thanks to everyone who helped, and
donated to the raffle and to the cake
walk. It was all for a good cause. Many
of the guests stayed for the dance after-
ward sponsored by the Fontana Slovene
Button Box Club, and it was a busy,
fun day.

At our March meeting, we learned
that our recording secretary Ann Ar-

ledge was in the hospital. It was not
certain what the problem was or what
needed to be done, but we hope she is
well soon.

Our Corporate Communion was on
April 18, 9:30 Mass at Resurrection
Church, followed by brunch at Gris-
wold’s in Claremont.

Our Mother of the Year this year is
Florence Strnad. We plan the Mother
of the Year dinner at Millie's Restau-
rant in Fontana at 5:30 p.m. We were
informed that the Slovene Rest Home
in Fontana is being sold and is in es-
crow. The new owner plans to run the
Rest Home the same, so the residents
should not notice too much change.

I hope everyone can attend the
Mother of the Year dinner on May [,
Our next meeting will be in June. Mem-
bers will be notified later of the place
and date. It's hard to believe we’re talk-
ing about June already when summer
will be here. Spring has really just ar-
rived after a very wet winter in Califor-
nia!

LINDA COSTELL



NO. 102, WILLARD, WI

NO. 103, WASHINGTON, D.C.

Pozdravljene vse clanice!

How quickly time flies! It's spring
and so good to feel the warm sun which
is rapidly melting the snow. | don’t
want to feel too optimistic but I don’t
think we have seen the last of the white
stuff. April often brings us a big sur-
prise! The finches are gradually turning
into their canary yellow color, but we
have seen no robins as yet. The geese
have been seen flying north, so that's
a good sign.

Our shut-ins will appreciate the
warmer weather, I'm sure. Itis so good
to see Frances Horn out and about again
after hip surgery in January and re-
cently also, she had a cataract removed.
One of our carly second generation
pioneers, Joe Gregorich will be enter-
ing a convalescent home soon. This age
group also worked very hard in the
early years when our Slovenian
families first came to this Willard area.

Rev. Rudolph Urbic has now left the
Eau Claire Nursing Home and is re-
cuperating with friends near Alexan-
dria, MN. We do hope his health will
improve so his wish to return to his
beloved Slovenian will come true.

What a nice write up on Slovenian
Easter customs, especially the butarica
in the April ZARJA. The blessing of
the Easter food is still a custom in our
parish. y

So nice that the beautiful flag of
Slovenia will soon be placed in the pub-
lic hall at the Kennedy Center in
Washington. After almost two years of
independence, it is time this is done!

Condolences to the families of Rose
Kraemer of Milwaukee and Anna
Pachak of Pueblo. We met Anna at her
home in Colorado some 20 years ago.

Our very best wishes to all the
Mothers of the Year and a Happy Moth-
ter’s Day to all our our mothers. A
joyous summer to all.

MARY STAUT

We convened for our meeting on
March 7th with a very good attendance,
and hope we will continue to do so.
Our newly elected President, Sabina
Bartol, opened the meeting by leading
us in some prayers and reading a lovely
prayer for special intentions.

Sabina then reviewed the situation
regarding Branch 103's participation in
donations for the Slovenian Tree of Life
at the Center in Lemont. We are hoping
that the gifts from all those who pledged
will be received soon in order that we
might reach our goal for the Bronze
Leaf showing that Branch 103 really
cares and hopes for the realization of
the Slovenian Cultural Center,

Nika Kovacic, our Vice President,
is also Branch 103 representative to the
Washington, D.C. Heritage Commit-
tee. The last Heritage Committee meet-
ing was quite productive, and Nika
gave a very thorough account of the
details.

We spent some time discussing the
upcoming events for the year; and had
time to socialize and enjoy the refresh-
ments served by Nika Kovacic and Til-
lie Ausich. Marie Robinson was unable
to be present, but sent in some potica
she made -- it was delicious, Marie,
and most thoughtful.

Our next big event will be the
Mothers’ Day program, scheduled for
May 16. This is always a very happy
time, and if anyone plans to be in
Washington at that time, please know
that you are welcome to join us in this
joyous occasion. We wish you all a
Happy Mother's Day.

MATILDA AUSICH

NO. 105, DETROIT, MI

Our March meeting was held early
because of our St. Patrick’s Day/Slove-
nian Style Dance which was to be held
on Saturday, March 20th.

ZELE FUNERAL HOMES, INC.
TWO COMPLETE FUNERAL HOMES

Cleveland, Ohio

452 East 152nd St.
481-3118

6502 St. Clair Ave.
361-0583

SWU Membership Campaign

S LOVENIAN
W isdom
U NSURPASSED

Campaign Phase lll is now on!

Most of the meeting was devoted to
plans for the various committees con-
nected with the dance. Fortunately, our
Ticket Chairperson, Liz Kiss, has been
working diligently and ticket sales are
better than expected. We've decided
that March is not the best time for a
dance with many of our members and
friends heading South for the “warm
weather” of sunny Florida.

We had a successful meeting and
hostesses, Aileen and Sharon Wysocky
provided a torte and cookies for dessert.

Congratulations to Mary Maisel on
her upcoming marriage. Mary is the
daughter of our Recording Secretary,
Louise Maisel and we are looking for-
ward to the festivities and pictures to
follow.

An update on Peter Tominc, the
Slovenian boy who was operated on by
Dr. lan Jackson here in the Detroit area,
Peter and his family are back in Slove-
nian where Peter is doing quite well.
He still will require some surgery on
his eye, but he does have some sight
it in and his Mother reports he is doing
very well in school now, Many of you
donated'money to help pay for the To-
minc family’s expenses while they
were here and we thought you would
appreciate knowing that your contribu-
tions did help Peter and his family.

At our April meeting we finalized
our plans for the luncheon honoring our
Mother of the Year, Angeline Bernick.
It will be held at JoVan’s Steak House
on May 8th at 1:00 p.m. Guests are
welcome to help us celebrate mother-
hood and honor our special member.
Call (313) 751-0513 for reservations
and a list of luncheon choices.

We have reserved a pavillion at
Council Park in Warren for our June
19th meeting at noon, when all chil-
dren, grandchildren are invited for a
picnic. This is one of our most popular
events and each year it seems to get a
little better. More on our picnic later.,

PATRICIA ADAMIC
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c:?l%‘s‘cifcu}z News cuzc[ Views

Irene Planinsek Odorizzi

Heritage in Action at the Museum

Lillian  Brule, internationally
known artist and resident of Joliet,
Illinois has exhibited many of her
lovely paintings at the S.W.U. Herit-
age Museum. In 1985, she presented
the exhibit entitled, “Roots in the
Solid Earth” in which were featured
six rare portraits of Slovenian
people. Two of them, under the title,
FACES OF SLOVENIAN WOMEN
are printed in this issue, dedicated
to our Women and Mothers of the
Year.

Lillian is known for the work on
the Slovenian Miner and Laborer’s
Memorial at the Iron Range Inter-
pretative Center in Chisholm, Min-
nesota. Many churches in this coun-
try, and other places including
Panama in Central America.

At this time she is working on a
new painting of Marija Pomagaj, the
Patroness of Slovenia, for the St.
Joseph church cemetery chapel, to
be constructed in Joliet this summer.

* ] *

Three members of the Heritage
Museum committee who have de-
voted many hours to arranging dis-
plays and hosting many open house
events are Mollie Gregorich, Millie
Pucel and Helen Plut of Br. 20,
Joliet. Sometimes work like this by
special people,is taken for granted
and overlooked, but we really ap-
preciate it. We hope Mollie, Millie
and Helen know that we just could
not have done it all these years with-
out them!

Other weekly volunteers not pic-
tured are Ann Dragovan and Mar-
garet Dusa, And, we can always call
on Olga and Ed Ancel for beautiful
window decorations.

* ® *

In the large display case at the
Heritage Museum, there is always
much to see and study. From fine
laces, to dolls, to books and all kinds
of hand work in artistic detail. The
Heritage Museum is building its in-
ventory all the time. You are urged
to consider sending in the precious
art, antiques, memorable items from
your family’s past, especially if they
still have things they brought with
them as immigrants to the U.S.

In the future, a special “Immigrant
Woman” show will be planned and
we will be grateful for every kind
and any Kind of treasure you may
have to share. Send directly to the
Museum, 431 N. Chicago St., Joliet,
IL 60432, or write for further in-
structions.
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3717 COUNCIL CREST
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Pots and
Pans

Victoria Bobence of Ely, Beverly
Jackson of San Francisco, Cirila Ker-
mavner of Cleveland (our Slovenian
Julia Child), and Robin Marolt of Mil-
waukee prepared a most delicious din-
ner in Ed and Olga Ancel’s kitchen fol-
lowing the first day of the S.W.U. an-
nual board meeting in March. Present
were 22 people including eight men.
The menu served was: Tory’s Chicken,
Mandarin Orange Lettuce Salad, Mi-
nute Rice, two fruit Jellos and the des-
serts: Cirila’s almost paper-thin crepes
filled with assorted jams, Josephine
Lustik’s Pincapple Slices. Margaret
Rehm’s  Apple Strudel and Olga’s
homemade cookies.

In the summer of 92, when Katja
Gregore and her son, Andrej, of Ljubl-
jana, Slovenia, were house guests of
Ken and Irene Odorizzi, Katja made
Apricot Dumplings. “They were a hit!”
says Irene. She made them numerous
times when apricots were in season,
later, froze the apricots when raw, and
cooked them for a repeat of this recipe.
Irene shares Katja's recipe.

HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY!

Affectionately,

Hermine
TW? ;\ BV e
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Sl 69
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The greatest fortune a man can have
is a wife who can cook!
Slovenian proverb on Splasher cloth

(Slovenian Art Guild of Cleveland)
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TORY’S CHICKEN

6 whole chicken breasts, halved, skinned, deboned and defatted (12 halves)
2 to 3 tablespoons melted butter
2 cans cream of mushroom soup (can use Lite)
1 can cream of chicken soup (can use Lite)
1 envelope Lipton’s Onion Soup Mix
1 - 16-ounce carton sour cream (can use Lite)
1 - 16-ounce can sliced mushrooms
'y cup white wine
I - 1 pound 12-ounce package Minute Rice, cook as directed on box.

Preheat oven to 350°, Prepare chicken. Spread melted butter in cake pan (9x13")
then bake the chicken breasts for 20 minutes; turn over and bake an additional 20
minutes. In a large bowl, combine the 3 cans of soup, onion soup mix, sour cream,
mushrooms and white wine. Place the lightly browned chicken breasts into a 6-quart
Dutch oven. Spoon mixture over the chicken: cover and bake at 350° for 2 hours.
Stir sauce before serving over a bed of rice. Serves 8 people.

APRICOT DUMPLINGS

INGREDIENTS FOR DOUGH:

3 cups water 2
Y;  teaspoon salt
Vs stick butter

eggs, beaten

Y tol Y:cupsflour
(Approximately: some needed
for rolling dough)

INGREDIENTS FOR FILLING:
24 apricots 24 sugar cubes (Or an equivalent

amount of granulated sugar)

INGREDIENTS FOR TOPPING:

Yo stick butter 1 teaspoon cinnamon
Yi  cup vegetable oil s cupsugar (s cupif you prefer
1y cupbread crumbs less sweetness and

more tartness).

DIRECTIONS FOR DOUGH:
I. Combine water, salt and "x stick butter and boil
Cool naturally for a few hours. Do not put in refrigerator.

. Add2 beaten eggs to the cooled flour mixture and mix well so there are no lumps,

. Put ¥4 cup flour on board. Put the dough on the board and work enough of the

flour into the dough until it is not sticky but soft and pliable.

4. Shape the dough into a roll about § inches long; cut into thirds.

5. Roll out s of the dough on the floured board and about '™ thick and cut eight
4" squares.

6. Place one apricot (pit removed) on each square and put I sugar cube in the apricot.
Shape the dough carefully around the apricot like a ball. Continue until all 24
apricots are finished.

7. Cook dumplings in salted boiling water no longer than 8 minutes,

8. Place cooked dumplings in a large dish and cover the dumplings with the topping.

9. Sprinkle sugar-cinnamon mixture over dumplings before cating the warm
dumplings.

I

DIRECTIONS FOR TOPPING (prepare while dumplings cook).

I. Melt “s stick butter and "s cup vegetable oil in pan.

. Add "; cup bread crumbs and mix until butter is absorbed in crumbs.

. Combine ' cup sugar and | teaspoon cinnamon in a small bowl and sprinkle
over dumplings.
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Ask About
"CENTURY II"
A New
Beginning

HOME OFFICE: 2439 GLENWOOD AVENUE s JOLIET, IL 60435 (815) 741-2001

J
3 ' \
ZEFRAN FUNERAL HOME Rosanne J. Ruth
REALTOR
Louis Ron Zefran Frank J. Zefran v o
Marilyn E. Zefran Lois M. Zefran Ofc: 815 485-3401 ]
1941 West Cermak Road 200 W. Maple (Rte. 30) Res: 815 726—4129 ”!!
Chicago, IL 60608 847-6688 New Lenox, Ill. 60451 ——
J L Member of Branch 20. 5.W.U. )

TEZAK
FUNERAL
HOME

First in service since 1908

459 North Ottawa Street
Joliet, 1L 60432
Phone 722-0524

SHELIGA DRUG INC.

6025°St. Clair Ave., Cleveland, OH 44103

(216) 431-1035

Serving our neighborfioods” daiy needs

MANDARIN ORANGE LETTUCE SALAD

I bunch red leaf lettuce

I 2-ounce package sliced or slivered almonds, browned lightly in about 2 tea-
spoons of butter

I 11-ounce can mandarin oranges, drained

2 teaspoons sugar or 6 drops of “Sweet 10 liquid sweetener

2 or 3 green onions, cut diagonally into V: inch pieces
Pepper

Vs cup salad oil (scant)

'y cup Heinz wine vinegar

Wash letice, drain well and tear into pieces. Pat dry with paper toweling.
Refrigerate for several hours to crisp. Saute the sliced almonds in butter until lightly
browned. Set aside. Shortly before serving, add mandarin oranges, sugar or “Sweet
10", green onions and several shakes of pepper to the letuce. Pour oil and mix
lightly to coat leaves. Add wine vinegar and almonds; toss gently. Serves 8.

NOTE: (Actually for 22 people 24 chicken breasts were halved: plus 4 cans
mushroom soup, 2 cans chicken soup, 4 cartons sour cream, 4 envelopes soup mix,
3 cans mushrooms and about 1" cups wine; baked 2" hours. For salad: 3 bunches
lettuce, 3 cans mandarin oranges, 4 ounces almonds, S green onions, 2 tablespoons
sugar, a little more oil and vinegar, as desired. Rice, as needed).

Dear Olga:

Enclosed find a check for my dues. I just want you to know I love the

Give a
DOUBLE GIFT!

The new, fabulous, fourth edition
of the SWU Cookbook,

I

I

|

I

|

I POTS & PANS

| is a sure winner and everyone loves
it!

: : Why not “double your pleasure”
by enclosing a

| SWU

I MEMBERSHIP

I| APPLICATION

I

I

I

I

I

with each cookbook? This way you
are sharing all the pleasure you get
from being a member of SWU with
someone else!
So, give a cookbook and applica-
tion to your special friends!
For details, call or write to the
Home Office,
431 N. Chicago Street
Joliet, 1L 60432
Tel. (815) 727-1926

ZARJA and some of the recipes are great! Hope you all have a happy and
prosperous new year,

Amelia T. Ceballos
New York, NY

Cookbook cost: $11 plus $2.50 post-
age-handling - (or pick one up from
your branch secretary and eliminate
the p & h). Application blank is free!
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SLOVENIANS WE’RE UNITED!

Membership Campaign Phase I1

April 1, 1992 to April 1, 1993

———

P . |

Of the 146 members 22 were enrolled in Class A including seven transferees, 77 in Class B including 20 transferees
and 47 Juniors. Cash awards totaling $199.50 were sent via the secretaries to the 67 campaigners. Our sincerest
“thank you” to all the workers who are concerned with Zveza’s membership and future. We look forward to many
more workers in the next campaign to be known as “Slovenian Wisdom Unsurpassed” Campaign.

The 27 branches participating were:

20, Joliet, IL
43, Milwaukee, WI
2, Chicago, IL
30, Home Office
102, Willard, WI
5, Indianapolis, IN
32, Euclid, OH
13, San Francisco, CA
35, Aurora, MN

Sixty-seven individuals enrolled a

Jonita Ruth (20)
Patricia Figurowski (20)
Olga Ancel (20)

Rose Kraemer (43)
Dolores Puhek (2)
Barbara Mohr (5)
Dorothy Lamm (32)
Josephine Grabowski (24)
Mathilda Simcic (43)
Marion Marolt (17)
Mildred Pucel (20)
Jean Korsman (39)
Betty Matjasic (101)
Edith Backus (102)
Marion Herrick (102)
Mary Staut (102)

Stella Longosz (2)
Frances Simonic (2)
Mary Coppinger (13)
Mary Ellen Anzelc (20)
Alouise Epley (73)
Evelyn Majercik (73)
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50, Cleveland, OH
17, West Allis, WI
24, LaSalle, IL
39, Biwabik, MN
73, Warrensville Hts., OH
101, Bedford Hts., OH
3, Pueblo, CO
16, South Chicago, IL
23, Ely, MN

total of 146 members:

Nika Kovacic (103)
Irene Odorizzi (103)
Dorothy Brezonik (1)
Elsie Ciszek (2)
Elizabeth Bybee (5)
Josephine Aiuto (13)
Louise Petrusich (13)
Jane Patrick (13)
Diane Varney (14)
Margaret Prebil (16)
Edna Winter (16)
Rose Schubert (17)
Marla Mae Allen (20)
Mary Kay Demick (20)
Kimberly Doszak (20)
Ardis Gregorash (20)
Bernadine Gudac (20)
Agnes Lodewyck (20)
Josephine Lustik (20)
Diane Ryzner (20)
Joyee Vicich (20)
Mary Folio (23)
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Olga Ancel, Secretary

103, Washington, D.C.
I, Sheboygan, WI
14, Cleveland, OH
25, Cleveland, OH
26, Pittsburgh, PA
33, Duluth, MN
42, Maple Hts., OH
47, Cleveland, OH
79, Enumclaw, WA

Wm Slager (23)
Josephine Mohorcic (25)
Mary Slaney (26)

Rose Marie Livingston (30)
Dorothy Swintosky (30)
Cecilia Znidar (32)
Jane Walters (33)

Anna Hodnik (35)
Dorothy Jamnik (35)
Anna Mae Lyle (35)
Elizabeth Orazem (35)
Barbara Urich (35)
Kathleen Siskar (39)
Marjorie Church (42)
Antonette Janders (47)
Patricia Novak (50)
Jennie Sterle (50)
Darlene Turek (50)
John Turek (50)
Theresa Vegh (50)
Margaret Addicott (79)
Dorothy Szumski (101)
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SLOVENSKI KULTURNI CENTER V LEMONTU
in KAKO DOBRA VOLJA DAR POZLATI

ST. 103, WASHINGTON, D.C.

O Slovenskem kulturnem centru
smo bili v Washingtonu osebno
prvi¢ predstavijeni lansko leto
meseca oktobra na slovenskem
slavnostnem veceru. Vsakoletno
slovensko vecerjo smo lani pos-
vetile slovenski neodvisnosti. Leto
1992 bo vsekakor ostalo veéno v
zgodovini slovenskega naroda kot
prelomnica v samostojno drzavo
Slovenijo. Slovenske zastave po
vseh mizah in vzdusje samostoj-
nosti so nas tisti ve¢er navdajale s
kipe¢im navdu$enjem in ponosom
na nase slovenstvo.

Med drugimi Castnimi gosti nas
je med plesnim odmorom takrat
nagovorila vsem Ze poznana
Corinne Leskovar nato pa $e gos-
pod Christian Goste¢nik, O.F.M. iz
Chicaga. Oba sta barvito orisala
vse Slovenski kulturni center v
Lemontu. Naslednji dan po
slovenski sv. masi v Narodnem
svetiscu v Brezjanski kapeli pa smo
tudi videli nacrte, katere je pred-
stavil g. Hozjan, ki vodi in dela na
vseh  gradbenih  delih. Pre-
pri¢evalno in nazorno nam je gov-
orila tudi gospa Tereza Krampac,
ki vodi sekretarske posle. Pater
Christian, duhovni vodja, nam je na
svojstven naZin odtajal vse pridrzke
in dvome, ki naj jih bi imeli vsled
gradnje tega vseslovenskega
centra. V spomin mi je Zivo stopil
govor iz poslednjega narocila seda;
Z?e pokojnega $kofa RoZmanaiz leta
1959 v Clevelandu: “Bodite
Amerikanci, polnovredni drzavljani;
lahko ste ponosni nato, a materinski
jezik vas, je slovenski jezik”. Castiti
Skof Rozman je pokopan na
slovenskem fran¢iskanskem
pokopalis¢u v Lemontu. Slovens-
kega jezika skoro gotovo ne bomo
mogli v pravem pomenu besede
ohraniti, toda, da smo slovenskega
pokolenja, da se zavedamo nase

dediséine in bolje poznamo naso
kulturo si bomo s takim centrom
vsekakor pridobili zavednost za
nase bodocte rodove.

Lemontski “gri¢" 80 akrov sveta
opravljajo Ze dolga leta slovenski
franciskani in so veja ameriske
Skofije. Samemu centru bo spadalo
od teh 80 akrov 7 in 1/2 akrov. V
tem centru bo dvorana za 400 ljudi,
sodobna elektronska in nadalje vse
kar v kulturni dom spada. Ta center
bo predstavijal kaj Slovenci
pomenimo &eprav smo  del
ameriske druzbe. Center bo nase
sredis¢e in odprt dom za razli¢ne
kulturne prireditve, romanja in zak-
ladnica slovenskih informacij.

Nekatere ¢lanice smo takoj resno
poprijele za nabirko za Slovenski
kulturni center. Vsem zvestim in
vdanim ¢lanicam nase podruZnice,
ki so darovale za Kulturni center v
Lemontu do sedaj se na tem mestu
v imenu nase podruZnice iskreno
zahvaljujem. Nasa Zelja je bila iz-
polnjena, da smo lahko poslale za
bronasti list in s tem pripomogle k
rasti velikega simboli¢nega
lipovega drevesa. Ce pa bomo v
bodoce sprejele se kaksna darila v
ta namen, pa bomo takoj poslale v
nadaljni sklad za naso podruznico
§t. 103 iz Washingtona. List bo imel
sledeCe posvetilo v anglescini:

Given By Loyal Members
S.W.U. Branch 103, Wash. D.C.
In Honor of Members
S.W.U, Br. 103 Washington, D.C.

S to nabirko smo vidno zanetile
ogenj ljubezni do nase slovenske
kulturne dedig¢ine. Ce smo z nagim
zgledom lahko kateri drugi podruz-
nici SZZ Sirom Amerike s tem post-
ale vspodbuda za dar SKC, potem
je nas dar in nage sodelovanje pri
gradnji  Slovensko  kulturnega
centra postalo samo pozlaceno.

Ne pozabite drage &lanice SZZ,
da tudi najvecje poslopje, ki ga vid-
imo, ni zrastlo kot celota naenkrat,

ampak je nastalo iz majhnih zacet-
nik kamenjCkov; prav tako se
pisanje tiso¢ih knjig pricne z eno
samo besedo.

NIKA B. KOVACIC

¥ 8717, WEST ALLIS, WI

Tezko ¢Cakamo pomlad. Zima
nam je prinesla precej snega, zato
se veselimo vsakega soncnegadne
v upanju, da bo pomlad kmalu
prisla,

Nase Clanice zvesto prihajajo na
sestanke. Samo enkrat zaradi
sneznega viharja nismo mogle priti
skupaj. Kako bomo praznovale 65-
letnico nase podruznice, se pa $e
nismo odlocile.

V maju bomo proslavile “"Mater
leta 1993". Helena Pizar bo imela
letos to ¢ast. Pridite v sredo 19.
maja v "Kegel's Inn" ob 12:30 p.m.,
da se z nami poveselite in Cestitae
Heleni. — Ne pozabite poklicati naso
tajnico Robin Marolt 327—-1444 ali
pa predsednico Marion Marolt 327—-
3871,

Helena Pizar je sestra nase zapis-
nikarice Frances Piwoni. Frances je
v kratkem ¢asu izgubila moza in
brata, ki sta umrla eden za drugim,
Helena pa brata in svaka. Zato sta
obe potrebni na3e pozornosti in
nekaj razvedrila.

Nasa podruznica Zeli ustanovni
¢lanici Jackie Nimmer veliko veselja
v novem domu, da bi ga uZivala pri
dobrem zdravju.

Ponosni smo na Nicholas-a
Malewicki, vnuka naSe c¢lanice
Josephine Schmidt za njegove zas-
luge za Zarjo. Njegova slika je bila
na zadnji strani Zarje.

Vsem bolnim ¢lanicam Zelimo
skoraj$nje okrevanje.

Prisréne pozdrave vzem!
JOSEPHINE IMPERL

ST. 68, FAIRPORT HRB., OH

Zdi se nam, da so ravno kar
minuli lepi bozi¢ni prazniki, po
starem je bilo to praznovanje do
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svecnice. In ¢as kar hiti, ni¢ se ne
ozira na “Stop sajn” in ko to pidem
je $e par tednov do Velike noéi. Prvi
so pticki, ki nam oznanjajo veselo
pomlad, in si ze iS¢ejo v podstresju
pri hisah, kje bo bolj varno za njih
gnezdeca. Tulipani, hijacinte tudi
Ze v polni rasti rinejo ven iz zemlje
in drobni beli zvon¢ki dajo pa
prednost v razli¢nih svetlih barvah
trobenticam, to so najlepse zgodnje
spomladanske ¢ebulnice, Cvetlice
okoli hi$ in v hisah pa petje, to po-
meni, da v hisi je sre¢no veselo
Ziviienje.

Zalost seje pa naselila v druzini
gospe Malke Hakala. Ona je bila
biva ¢lanica S.Z2.Z. prit. 68. Umrla
je pred tremi tedni v Cleveland
Clinic. Za njo zaluje druzina, héerke
Lois Chiappone in sestra Mary
Sgare in trije vnuki Tamara, Joseph
in Lori. Bog ji daj veéni mir in pokoj,
sorodnikom pa nase sozalje.

Rada bi $e kaj opisala o nasi
dragi nam Sloveniji, pa tudi o rajnki
Jugoslaviji,kako ljudstvo trpi, kot v
Bosni in Hercegovini. Med to vojsko
se je boril z Srbi vred visji oficer, pa
je bil Slovenec in jim je rekel: Zakaj
pa se mi tukaj sploh borimo. In je
Slovenija samostojna, morali bi v
Sloveniji biti zadovoljni, da so se
sre¢no osvobojili tako v kratkem
asu. Ce pomislimo, kaksne morije
so v Bosni in Hercegovini.

Dosti so v za¢etku govorili, da
bodo vsem, ki so nam zaplenili in
pobrali nasa posestva, krivi¢no,
vrnili lastnikom in so se nakateri res
vrnili nazaj, da bodo tam ostali za
stalno. Take pogoje so jim dali, da
jih niso hoteli prevzeti in so se po
par mesecih vrnili nazaj v Ameriko,
veseli in sre¢ni. Po tamkajsni od-
locbi, bi morali, kupiti svoje
posestvo, Lahko je Cloveka pripel-
jati na zunaj v demokracijo, teZje ga
je od znotraj pripraviti na tako de-
mokracijo. Na taki poti sva tudi
midva z mojim mozem, da so naju
razlastili. Podrobnosti in hudega, na
tem mestu nebom opisovala.

Prav iskrene pozdrave, vsem
znancem in prijateljem nase Zenske
Zveze od.

JULKE KLAMMER

—

Postanite tudi Vi del nasih skupnih
naporov, da pridobimo nove c¢lanice, da
pozivimo nafo Zvezo ter vlijemo novega duha
nasi organizaciji!
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IVAN ZUPAN

Vsem materam

Vam, ki imate zlato srce,

polno ljubezni prave za vse,
pesem ta skromna bodi v pozdrayv,
glasno doni naj preko dobrav!

Vam, ki poznate dudo otrok,
vsega Clovestva ve ste obok,

svet res zadostne hvale ne da,
vade ljubezni ker ne pozna — —

Vam, ki prestale mnogo tezav,
ptice Zgolijo danes v pozdrav:
solnce poljublja pa vas gorko,
klanja prijazno se vam nebo.

Vam, ki prebile cele nodi,
solze tocile tekom ste dni,
roze vse majske danes dehte,
v duhu krasijo va3e glave,

Vam, muéenice tega sveta,
drevi prizgal bo angel z neba
zvezdic miljonov zlatih v pocast,
enkrat pa raj tam vasa bo last.
Vam pa, katere krije 7e grob,
matere drage proslih vseh dob,
ki ne poznate ve¢ bolegin:

bodi ohranjen blag naj spomin!




Zgodbe o Ribicevem dohtarju,
pesniku Francetu Presernu
Janez Musi¢

ROJSTVO

Pisali so leto 1800, Kljub mrazu je bilo tiste decembrske
dni pri Ribicevih v Vrbi na Gorenjskem skrivnostno vzn-
emirljivo in nenavadno Zivahno. Vse Zivljenje v hisi je Ze
nekaj Casa teklo v pri¢akovanju rojstva tretjega otroka
osemintridesetletnega oceta zemljaka Simna Prederna in es-
tindvajsetletne matere Mine, rojene Svetinove, po domace
Muhovéeve iz sosednje Zirovnice. Ob treh popoldne tretjega
decembra se je v veliko veselje domacih in sorodnikov
nazadnje rodil tezko pri¢akovani prvi Sin France. Starejsi
deklici, dveletna Jera in komaj leto dni stara Katra, sta
medtem mirno spali, oce pa se je ves zaskrbljen motal med
gospodarskimi poslopji in nestrpno ¢akal, kdaj se bo iz
kamre oglasil predirljivi otrodki jok in naznanil rojstyo
tretjega otroka. Brz ko ga je zasliSal, je na vrat na nos
pohitel v hiso, kjer so mu Zenske Ze v veZi naznanike, da
se mu je rodil zdrav fant in da se tudi porodnica dobro
pocuti. V zadregi je obstal, si z Zuljavo roko obrisal potno
Celo in tisti hip in vedel, kaj naj bi sploh storil, samo to je
cutil, kako sta ga napolnili prijetna toplota in neizmerna
srefa. Se istega vedera je obiskal Flisovega botra, Jurija
Dolarja, in Bostjanovo botro, Mino Preseren iz Vrbe, ki sta
¢ez nekaj dni odnesla novorojen¢ka v uro hoda oddaljene
Rodine, kjer ga je krstil in v krstne bukve zapisal kaplan
Jakob Machtig.

PRI RIBICEVIH V VRBI

Ribi¢evina je bila ob pesnikovem rojstvu po velikosti
tretja kmetija v Vrbi. Posestvo je merilo skupaj trinajst hek-
tarov. Dva velika sadovnjaka in sorazmerno obseZne njive
so poleg drugega pricali o naprednem gospodariju.

Domacija je stala sredi vasice z devetnajstimi hisami.
V prostorno zidano s slamo krito hi%o so vodile iz vasi
stopnice do vhoda v veZo, iz veZe na levo vrata v hiso s
kamro, kjer so se rodili vsi Ribicevi otroci, potem v ¢rno
kuhinjo, na dvorid¢e, v shrambo za jedila, na podstresje z
majhno sobico in nazadnje v Zitnico na levo ob vratih iz
vasi. Prvotno zunanjo podobo in notranjo ureditev prostorov
Je hisa ohranila vse do leta 1939, ko so jo na novo preuredili
in prekrili s cementno opeko. Okrog dvoriiéa za hifo so
bila lesena in tudi s slamo krita gospodarska poslopja.

Vrba je bila v ¢asu pesnikove mladosti $e izrazito pol-
Jedelska in pastirska, vendar premoZna in lepa vas. Ubrano
vasko podobo sta dopolnjevali prastara lipa s kmeckimi
kamni in srednjeveska cerkvica sv, Marka s sliko sv. Kridtofa
na zunanji juzni steni. Okrog moc¢ne lipe je imelo svoj dolo-
¢eni kamen za posvetovanja vadke srenje ob lepih poletnih
dneh Sestnajst vrbenjskih posestnikov, namre¢ Strinajst s
celo, dva s polovi¢no srenjsko pravico. Med prvimi so bili
tudi Ribicevi. Bliznji sosed sv. Marko pa naj bi varoval
vas¢ane pred ognjem in toco. Ceprav se Je France PreSeren
zelo malo mudil doma, je Vrba z okolico ostala v njegovi
zavesti kot podoba izgubljenega raja.

MATI MINA IN OCE SIMEN

RibiCeva mati Mina je bila telesno $ibka, a dufevno
mocna Zena in je odli¢no usmerjala vse druzinsko Zivljenje
v hisi. V mladosti se je Solala eno leto v nemski nunski ol
v Beljaku in eno pri nunah v Ljubljani ter bila nemdkega
Jezika tako vesca, daso ji hudomusni Vrbnjani kasneje vzdeli
zbadljivo ime »nemska solata«. Po naravni inteligenci, izob-
razbi in mocni volji je prekalala moZa, $e bolj pa druge
vrbenjske gospodinje. Bila je zelo verna in duhovi&ini
vdana, vendar tudi prakticna. Sinove je hotela Solati s
pomocjo sorodnikov — duhovnikov, ki jih je bilo v njenem
in moZevem sorodstvu kar Sest, héere pa zaposliti v Zup-
nijskih gospodinjstvih in prihraniti dom samo enemu otroku.
Tako so pac¢ po materini Zelji Studirali vsi trije sinovi France,
JoZef in Jurij, da nazadnje ni bilo sina, ki bi pozneje prevzel
hi%o in ji ohranil slove¢e PreSernovo ime.

Vecdino svojih otrok je mati sama naucila branja in
pisanja. Do otrok je bila sr¢no dobra, a tudi stroga in
pravi¢na. Nevoscljivosti in lazi ni prenesla. Ce so se otroci
kdaj med seboj sporekli, pa je znala tudi povzdigniti glas.
Tr3e besede so najveckrat veljale drugi héeri Kati, ki je bila
precej samosvoja.

Precej drugacne narave je bil Ribi¢ev o¢e Simen. Bil
je tih, na zunaj neroden, a dober in globoko cute¢ moz, ki
se je v mladosti skrival na Koroskem, da se je izognil voj-
ascini. Nadvse je ljubil kmetovanje in prevoznistvo ter je
Zelel, da bi vzgojil naslednika v duhu gorenjskega grun-
tarstva. Vendar se mu Zelja ni izpolnila.

RIBICEVI OTROCI

Druzina na Ribi¢evini se je v naslednjih letih pom-
noZila. Simnovih in Mininih otrok se Je rodilo osem: pet
deklet in trije fantje. Jeri, Katri in pesniku Francetu so v
prvem desetletju novega stoletja sledili Se Jozef, Jurij, Mina,
Ursa in Lenka,

Hisno Zivljenje je bilo pri Ribi¢evih podobno kot v
drugih trdnih kmeckih domovih na Gorenjskem. Mati Mina
je bila od nekdaj ljubiteljica petja in kot dekle cerkvena
pevka v Rodinah. Kadar so bili v druZini dobre volje, so
pogosto radi zapeli. Prepevali so posebno ob zimskih veé-
erih, ko so Zenske predle volno. Oce je v teh domacih zborih
pel bolj na debelo. Otroci pa, kakor je Ze kateremu bilo
dano. Ce so pridle nad mater skrbi, je od ¢asa do ¢asa
veselost jenjala.

Zimski Cas je mati Koristno uporabila za poucevanje
otrok. UCiti jih je zacela z devetimi leti in jih je zmeraj
ucila po dve zimi. Slovenskega branja in pisanja je naudila
vse otroke razen Franceta, ker je Ze s sedmimi leti (1808)
zapustil oCetovo hiSo. Kasneje je zaradi tega veckrat
potozila: »Malo prezgodaj sem Franceta iz rok dala.”

Med otroki v Ribi¢evi hisi je bilo tako: starejsi Jera,
Katra in France so drzali skupaj, mlajsi Jozef, Jurij, Mina,
UrSa in Lenka pa so vlekli na svoje. NajstarejSa Jera je
mlajSe sestre in brate véasih peljala na bliznjo goro nad
Begunjami k sv. Petru ali kam drugam. Katra pa jih ni
nikamor vodila. Zmeraj se jih je otresla, ¢es da naj bodo
otroci doma. Pesnik France je mlaj$im vendarle véasih pri
igrah pomagal in materi potem rekel: »Tile so tako neumni,
mi smo bili bolj pametni.« Mati mu je odvrnila: Prav tako
neumni ste bili vsi.«
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NASA SLOUVENSKA DEDISGINA

Lillian Brulc

Ana Gaber

Zacetki Katoliske Cerkve v Ameriki

FRANC JAKLIC

BARAGOVO PRVO
POTOVANJEV V EVROPO
(29. septembra 1836 do 8. oktobra 1837)

Iz Ljubljane se je peljal na Dunaj, da da Leopoldi-
nini ustanovi obra&un o svojem delu in ji obrazloZi pot-
rebe svojega misijona. Vzbudil je toliko pozornosti, da
je bil sprejet pri cesarju, cesarici in cesarjevi materi
Avgusti. Gotovo so mu do teh treh sprejemov pomagali
tudi njegovi dobri znanci iz Hofbauerjevega kroga.
Cesarjeva mati Avgusta je kmalu za njim poslala
mnogo verskih slik in krizcev; nekateri so bili prav
umetno izdelani in z biseri okraseni; njen pokojni Moz,
cesar Franc, jih je bil prejel iz Jeruzalema. Baraga je
bil povabljen na kosilo tudi k poprej tako mogocnemu
kanclerju Metternichu; njegova soproga mu je
obljubila, da bo med dunajskimi gospemi napravila
zbirko za njegov misijon. Na Dunaju je dobil izsel-
jenisko dovolienje za Smolnikarja in za mladega
ceSkega duhovnika Hammerja, ki je bil doma v
Jachymovu (Jahimovu) pri Karlovih varih. Z njim si je
bil Baraga v Ameriki velik prijatel].

Z Dunaja je Baraga 25. aprila sporo¢il Amaliji, da
ga Bog obsipljie z dobrotami. V Sloveniji, zlasti pa na
Dunaju je nabral ve€ ko 6000 goldinarjev in mnogo
cerkvenih potrebs&in. Pise, da se je tisti vecer pripeljal
na Dunaj Andrej Cesirek, njegov drugi misijonski
sluzabnik, doma z Vi¢a pri Ljubljani. Sestri, ki ji je bilo
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slovo zelo bridko, daje poguma, naj bo mirna in vesela.
Obljublja ji, da ji bo pisal z vake vecje postne postaje
Zahvaljuje se profesorju Metelku, ki je pregledoval tisk
njegove mems&ke Knjige o Indijancih.

Preko Linca se je s Cesirkom peljal v Pariz. Tam
ga je Cakalo opozorilo cenzorja Thaveneta od svete
stélice, da je v katekizmu njegovega indijanskega
Jezusovega zivljenja nekaj napék in da jih mora pop-
raviti. Odgovoril je 12. maja, da jemlie opozorilo
spostljivo na znanje. Sveti stélici se iskreno zahvaljuje,
da mu ga je poslala pravoc¢asno, ko se e lahko pop-
ravi. Sveto obljublja, da ne bo niti enega nepop-
ravljenega izvoda razdelil med Indijancev. V Parizu je
dal natisniti listke s pravilnim besedilom, da jih bo
nalepil nad napac¢nim. En tak popravljen izvod posilja
v Rim. Njegov $kof Resé je na poti proti Rimu; naj mu
narocijo, da v Ameriki pregleda izvode molitvenika, ¢e
so res popravljeni. — Popravke |e nalepljal Z2e spotoma
na ladji. Nalepil jih je tako spretno, da se skoraj ne
opazijo.

Iz Pariza se je s sestro Antonijo, ki se je tam ucila
francodéine in angleséine, in s Cesirkom peljal v Havre
de Grace. Vso obilno in dragoceno prtljago, to je indi-
janske knjige, Langusove oljnate slike in polno razne
cerkvene oprave, sta z Antonijo oddala na tovorno
ladjo, to je na neko poc¢asno jadrnico. Voznjo je Baraga
opisal Amaliji v New Yorku 15. julija.

“Zdaj Ti spet pisem po nevarnem, teZavnem in
zame prav Zalostnem potovanju, kajti vzelo mi je 49
dni mojega dragocenega €asa, ki gaimam tako malo,



Dne 24. maja smo zapustili Havre. Veter nam je
bil nasproten. Peljali smo se prav visoko proti severu,
da smo skoraj zadeli ob anglesko obalo. Nato smo se
vozili nekoliko proti jugu in potem spet zmerom proti
severu. Veter nam je nasprotoval na vsej voznji, samo
poldrugi dan ne. Prestati smo morali tudi strasne in
prav nevarne viharie in bi se bili morda tudi ponesreéili,
Ce bi ne bila nasa ladja $e ¢isto nova in zelo trdna.
Dne 14. junija se je vihar vzdignil in potem tulil deset
dni, z neznatnim presledkom 8 do 10 ur. Najnujse e
bilo, ker je vihral naravnost od zahoda, torej ravno nam
rasproti. Zato smo morali vedno lavirati (to je voziti
postrani proti vetru) in vec¢krat nas je vrglo tudi stotine
mjil] dale¢ nazaj. Sploh je nasa ladja prevozila na tem
nemilem potovanju vsaj trikrat toliko pota, kolikor znasa
zracna c¢rta od Havra do New Yorka. Naposled smo
10. julija— prav na Tvoj god — prili v blizino New Yorka,
kjer smo morali §e dva dni ostati pod karanténo (var-
nostnim zaporom zaradi nalezljivih bolezni) in smo torej
Sele 12. julija prisli v New York.

Mnogo nadlog, bolezni, lakote in Zeje smo morali
prestati na tem potovanju. (Posebno Antonija je bila
vedno bolna; o tem Ti bo gotovo sama pisala.) Vendar
pa mi je bilo najbolj Zal za &as, ki sem ga izgubil. Zdaj
pa moram sSe tukaj v New Yorku dolgo ¢akati, da dobim
svoje stvari z ladje. — O kako ¢isto drugacni sta bili
moji prej$nji dve potovanii! Cas, neprecenljiva dobrina!

Moj zvesti sluzabnik Andrej mi je bil do zdaj na
vsem potovanju, po suhem in po morju, zelo vdan in
koristen. Ko bi ga ne bila imela na morju s seboj, bi
bila teZzave $e hujSe obcutila. V njem imam velik zaklad,
za katerega se pogosto zahvaljujem boZji previdnosti.
Zmerom je dobre volje in za vse voljan in pripravljen.
Je tudi zelo pobozen in vesten in povrh tega $e cel
vseznalec, ki mo bo v veliko korist, posebno ob Goren-
jlem jezeru, kjer ni delavcev, ki bi znali cerkev urediti.

Dodatno Ti moram $e tole sporogiti da sem na
ladji tri nedelje nemsko pridigal, — kolikorkrat so mi
pac okolnosti to dovolile. V 2. razredu, kjer smo bili mi,
Je bilo okoli 230 potnikov. Skoro polovica od njih je bilo
katolicanov, drugi so bili protestantje in judje. Pa tudi
ti so z velikim zanimanjem poslusali pridige in so vsako
nedeljo vprasevali, ¢e bo gospod imel sluZzbo bozjo.

Proti koncu nase dolge morske voznje sem zloZil
pesem za pri izkrcanju, po nekem znanem nemgkem
napevu, ki smo jo, brz ko smo zagledali suho zemljo,
peli s tako ginjenostjo, da so nam solze zalivale odi.
Dal sem jim jo en dan preden smo zagledali zemljo.
In vse, kar je le znalo pisati, si je pesem prepisalo:
ljudje so komaj mogli dobiti dovolj papirja. 1z§la je nam-
re¢ prav ob ¢asu, ko je morala vsakoga zanimati, cep-
rav ni sama na sebi prav ni¢-zanimiva."

V New Yorku je moral z Antonijo in Cesirkom ostati
Stiri tedne. Tovorna ladja, na katero so bili nalozili
njegove zaboje s cerkvenimi potreb3&inami in indi-
janskimi knjigami, je namre¢ zadela na skalo in bi se
bila kmalu potopila; morala je nazaj v Havre, da so jo
popravili. V New Yorku je Baraga pridno pomagal zup-
niku nemske cerkve, Antonija je bila najve¢ pri druzini
avstrijskega konzula, Njene druzbe so si tako Zeleli,
da so jo s kocijo hodili iskat pred njeno stanovanie. Iz
njenih pisem se vidi, kako dobro ji je to delo. Vsa An-

tonijina pisma so dolga, da ji ve&krat zmanjkuje pros-
tora. Iz njih odseva duhovitost in precejsnja
razgledanost. Mnogo je dala na zunanjosti. Bila je
vedra in Zivahna do razigranosti, vse druga&na kakor
brat ali kakor Amalija. Zanimajo jo naravne lepote; véa-
sih tudi pomodruje. Njen slog je Saljivo nagajiv in ved-
krat dolgovezen, njena nemscina ne brez napak. TeZko
je v njej zaslediti $e kaj pristno slovenskega.

New York je s svojo novostjo, bogastvom, resnobo
In vljudnostjo napravil nanjo velik vtis. Seznanila se je
tudi z Ramasayem Crooksom (Kruksom), predsed-
nikom Ameriske druzbe za nakupovanje koz, ki je imel
tudi veliko uvozno in izvozno podijetje in je bil lastnik
vec ladij. Baraga ga 12. oktobra 1842 v pismu do
nadskofa Mildeja imenuje svojega “posebnega
prijatelja indobrotnika." Crooks ga je vsako leto obiskal,
ko se je zaradi poslovanja druzbe in plovbe ladij vozil
po Gorenjem jezeru. Baragi in drugim slovenskim mis-
ijonarjem je oskrboval razne posiljatve. Pozneje se je
videlo, da je bolj poslovni ¢lovek in trgovec kakor pa
Baragov prijatelj. Njegova héi se je poroé&ila s sinom
protestantovskega pastorja.

Iz New Yorka so na pocasni tovorni ladji odpluli
po reki Hudson proti severu. V Buffalu je dal Baraga
natisniti zvescek z glavnimi pravili o¢ipvejske slovnice
in z navodili za ugitelja, kako najindijanske otroke naudi
lastnih imen, ki se omenjajo v Jezusovem Zivljenju.
KnjiZico je dal leta 1845 ponatisniti. Na Erijskem kanalu
se je Cudil zivahnemu prometu in mestecem, ki so v
tistih mesecih, kar se je on tu vozil, zrastla na obali.

Dne 8. septembra je Antonija obsirno popisala
Amaliji svoje vtise s potovanja. Njeno versko naziranje
nekoliko spoznamo iz tehle stavkov: “Zelo tuje mi je v
Ameriki versko Zivljenje. Saj bivam prvikrat v deZeli,
kjer katoliska vera ne prevladuje, in vedkrat sem si
mislila, kako se kaksen protestant ali jud poéuti pri nas.
Nase (to je katolisSke) cerkve so povsod najmanij$e in
najuboznejse, templji raznih krivih ver se pa kosatijo v
svojem blisCu. Ameri¢ani si seveda vso stvar olaj§ajo
in se kratko malo ne priznavajo k nobeni veri; vendar
so prav dobri, skromni, zares vljudni ljudje in imajo
gotovo najblazja Custva. V srcu so veckrat bolj$i
kristjani kakor tisti, ki se imajo za kristjane."

Cerkev sv. Jozefa v La Pdinte, Ki jo je
Baraga sezidal 1. 1841, kasneje nekoliko predelana
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SLOVENIA | LEARNING SLOVENIAN

LESSON III Continued

I am reminded of a question that a friend of mine has recently asked. She said, “I’ve noticed a certain
inconsistency in writing the name of your country: SLOVENIJA.
ECONOMIC UNION FOR VITICULTURE AND WINE OF SLOVENIA Lud.
POSLOVNA SKUPNOST SLOVENIJE ZA VINOGRADNISTVO IN VINARSTVO".
First, Slovenija (with a -j-) is written in our language, Slovenia (without a -j) is the international version of the name.
Second, “Poslovna skupnost...” is the translation of “Economic Union...” and “of Slovenia”™ means “Slovenije™ —
the Genitive of “Slovenija”. Let's have a look at the declension as it would appear in a sentence:

1. Slovenija je lepa dezela. (Nominative)
Slovenia is a beautiful country.
2. Moj sin Se ni obiskal Slovenije. (Genitive)
My son hasn’t visited Slovenia yet.

3. Mnoge dezele so takoj pomagale Sloveniji. (Dative)

Many countries helped Slovenia at once.
4. Vsako leto obisce Slovenijo mnogo turistov. (Accusative)

Many tourists visit Slovenia every year,
5. V Sloveniji so lepe gore. (Locative)

There are beautiful mountains in Slovenia.
6. 8 Slovenijo so podpisali dogovor. (Instrumental)
They have signed an agreement with Slovenia.

e e, in ¢ e above e oups, some exceplions tc es. S, se, st is poi
There are, in all the above pattern groups, some exceptions to the rules, But let us, for our use, stop at this point
and try to do some exercises.

I. Denotes the gender and number of the underlined nouns:

l. Prijatelj mi je poslal vstopnice za koncert. 6. Pot vodi v vas nad mestom,
2. Mati pije kavo za zajtrk. 7. Pogasili smo ludi in §li v posteljo.
3. RoZe so v vazi na omari. 8. Sonce sije na zemljo.,
4. Skodelici s ¢ajem sta na mizi. 9. Zvezde so to not¢ zelo svetle.
5. Obe mizi smo postavili v kuhinjo. 10. Obe knjigi sem dala v torbo.
Solutions:
I. prijatelj — (m.,sg.) vstopnice — (f.,pl.) koncert — (m..sg.) 6 pot - (f., sg.) vas — (f., sg.) mestom—(neuter. , sg.)
m=masculine, 5g. = singular {,= feanmng, pl. =plural m. =masculine, §2. = singular 7 lu¢i - (f., sg.) posteljo - (f., sg.)
2. mati - (f., sg.) kavo - (1., sg.) zajirk = (m., sg.) 8 sonce — (n., sg.) zemljo — (f., sg.)
3 roze - (f., pl.) vasi - (f., sg.) omari - ([., sg.) 9 zvezde - (f., pl.) no¢ — (f., sg.)
4 skodelici — (f., dual)  cajem - (m., sg.)  mizi - (f, sg.) 10 knjigi - (f., dual)  torbo — (I, sg.)

5 mizi - (f., dual) kuhinjo — (f., sg.)

II. Fill in the nouns in brackets in the correct case and number: (Solutions on the next page.)

D e R R R s (mama) ni doma.

2ONANAS Lt e e thisa)sopopravili % IR aa (streha).
e e e (ptica) so odletelena L (jug).

4 PO e e e R (cestadjeSelis - i (sin).

B N e S e S e e (ovinek)'je zapeljal s Luoaieaaas (cesta).
Rl e e i R O (%0la) so:seiigral aannaaan (ucenec).
e A e S e s (vecepa)smopthe  ~  gmanain (kava) in jedli

........................................ (potica).

8. Mojegal i oot (brat)pbolits =8 SRR S (glava).
0. EJdaril e ety R SRR R s a (noga).
QS StATe Pa oo wen s o e i (prijatelj) je pozdravilz (roka).
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DAVY’'S COLUMN

A Time to Remember

Although Memorial Day takes place
in the Spring, I've always considered
it to be the first holiday of Summer. I
guess that’s because Memorial Day
marks the first holiday folks use their
outdoor grills and in my corner of the
country it's marks the official opening
of the public swimming pools.

Of course the real reason and mean-
ing behind Memorial Day has nothing
to do with picnics, parades and swim-
ming. It's a day to remember those men
and women who fell in battle while
defending our ideals.

[ always believed Memorial Day
came about with World War . Was |
wrong! Memorial Day dates back to
the American Civil War. (I had no idea
this holiday was that old!)

Originally, it was celebrated among

the northern states. However, it wasn’t
celebrated on one fixed day. A few of
the southern states picked up on the
idea, but they made sure they didn’t
celebrate it at the same time as the
northern states. Some celebrated on
May 30th, while others celebrated on
April 26th or May 10th. Louisiana,
Tennessee and Arkansas celebrated on
June 3rd, because it was Jefferson
Davis’ birthday.

May 5, 1868, Commander in Chief
John A. Logan of the Grand Army of
the Republic issued the order designat-
ing May 30th as the day set aside to
remember all those soldiers who fell in
battle.

However, it didn't become an offi-
cial legal holiday until the year 1874,
when Rhode Island was the first state
to declare it. Two years later, in 1876,
Vermont made it official and in 1877
New Hampshire followed suit.

Oddly enough, it wasn’t until the
middle of the 20th century that May
30th was recognized by almost all the
states and territories.

So, this Memorial Day when you're
picnicking or swimming or however
you celebrate, give a thought to those
who fell, so you can stand tall.

"Til next month
DAVY

P.S. Moms, Happy Mother's Day!

Encyclopedia Britannica
Vol. 15, 1965

e R s R R R R R R T T RN E T i r r ot r ey oy r oy oy cppapepepn

{ —
Solutions: | 2 mntinnn | Aeor (A ¢
o ) VOt IAUE D L0 'j"‘,"i\,I (WY,
1. mame 7. Vederjo, kavo, potico
2. hisi, streho 8. brata, glavi
3 hes J.u‘g 5 n:)‘;; RES 4851 South Drexel Boulevard
4. cesti, sinom 10, prijatelja, roko Chlcago' llinois 60615
5. ovinku, ceste (312) 373-0500
6. Soli, u¢enci
Fast, efficient computer communication,
typesetting & interface
LS v
£ =)

1515 E.

NDEPENDENT
JDAVINGS

IS NOW

METROPOLITAN

SAVINGS-BANK—

731-8865

260th, Euclid, Ohio 44132




2ND CLASS
POSTAGE
PAID
CHICAGC
ILLINOIS

Why & Membership Gampaign?

Members are the life-blood of our organization. We need our daughters, granddaughters,
aunts, nieces, neighbors and friends fo be a part of our unending work to be a real “support
group” for each other.

fit times of crisis, at times of joy -- when we need an extra friend, the Slovenian Women's
Union stands by its members!

Your membership is precious to us and we wish our ranks would grow and grow! Right
now we are in Phase [Il of our Pre-Convention Membership Gampaign. It will be culminated at
the 22nd National Convention in San Francisco, Galifornia in May, 1995! There are prizes, of
course, for all diligent campaign workers.

But, we hope the message of membership is more important than that! The message is:
I's time now for Slovenian Women's Union of America to show its strength in numbers! Every
adult member receives ZARJA. Junior members pay very little assessment! These are consider-
ations that may help you find a new member this month! Do it! Now!

SLOUENIAN [AspoM UNSURPASSED! Membership Gampaign!
From now until April, 19941




