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Spominski kompleks partizanske bolnisnice Stevilka 7 ¢ Javornica blizu Dreznice, Hrvaska
Arhitekt: Zdenko Kolacio ® Material: beton, bron ¢ Fotografije: Matija Kralj ® Besedilo: Sanja Horvatinci¢

Memorial complex for Partisan hospital no. 7 ¢ Javornica near Dreznica, Croatia ¢ Architect: Zdenko Kolacio
Material: concrete, bronze e Photographs: Matija Kralj e Text: Sanja Horvatinci¢

arhitektov bilten ¢ architect's bulletin « 224 + 225 + 226 - 227




Prvi poskusi oblikovanja obelezja na obmocju partizanske bolnisnice st. 7 na Ja-
vornici pri Dreznici v Gorskem kotarju so bili narejeni sredi petdesetih let prejsnje-
ga stoletja. Na lokaciji je bila postavljena kamnita kostnica s posmrtnimi ostanki
tristotih partizanov, ki so med drugo svetovno vojno umrli v bolnisnici. Ta je s pod-
poro lokalnih Zensk in otrok delovala od leta 1942 do 1944, ko jo je poZgala nemska
nacisti¢na vojska. Kostnica je bila zaznamovana z reliefom hrvaskega kiparja Koste
Angelija Radovanija. V poznih Sestdesetih in v zacetku sedemdesetih let prejSnjega
stoletja je bil izveden interdisciplinarni pionirski pregled dediscine SirSega obmocja
znamenitega partizanskega osvobojenega ozemlja, ki je bil podlaga za oblikovanje
spominskega obmodja. V zacetku osemdesetih let je zagrebski urbanist in arhitekt
Zdenko Kolacio razvil edinstven arhitekturni projekt, s katerim je dolocil in oznacil
lokacijo partizanske bolnisnice. Namesto rekonstrukcije lesenih barak je arhitekt iz
ponavljajocih se betonskih elementov zasnoval trajne;jsi spominski kompleks. Na pod-
lagi bogatega izvirnega dokumentarnega gradiva — fotografij, pricevanj, arhivskih do-
kumentov in topografskih zemljevidov — je dolocil lokacijo vsakega bolnisni¢nega
objekta, jih oznadil z razli¢icami preprostih betonskih elementov ter tako opredelil
obseg in »scenografijo« nekdanjega bolnisnicnega naselja. Betonski elementi so
postavljeni neposredno na kraski teren in tako obiskovalcem omogocajo senzoric-
no izkusnjo in fizicno komunikacijo z zgodovinskim obmocjem. Vhod v kompleks
zaznamuje bronasta spominska plos¢a z zgodovinskimi informacijami, vsak arhi-
tekturni element ali sklop elementov pa je opisan s konkretnim znakom, ki oznacu-
je funkcijo strukture (strazarska hisa, ambulanta, kirurgija, oddelek za tifusne bol-
nike itd.). Kolacio je z delom presegel zgolj predstavitev zgodovinskih dejstev;
ustvaril je zapleteno kognitivno in custveno zgodbo, ki jo obcutijo obiskovalci: pro-
stranstvo njegovih betonskih struktur kaze na vzdrzljivost in kljubovanje, praznina
konstrukcij pa odpira prosto pot domisljiji.

The first attempts at designing a memorial on the site of Partisan hospital no. 7
on Javornica near DreZnica in the Gorski Kotar area were made in the 1950s. The
site featured a stone ossuary decorated with a relief by Croatian sculptor Kosta
Angeli Radovani and containing the remains of 300 Partisans who had died in the
hospital during World War 2. In the late 1960s and early 1970s, a pioneering in-
terdisciplinary survey researching the heritage of the famed Partisan liberated
territory’s broader area was carried out, which subsequently served as the basis
for the memorial area. In the early 1980s, Zagreb-based urban designer and archi-
tect Zdenko Kolacio developed a unique architectural project which defined and
demarcated the site of the Partisan hospital. With the assistance of local women
and children, the hospital was active between 1942 and 1944, when it was
torched by the Wehrmacht. Instead of reconstructing the timber huts, the archi-
tect designed a more permanent memorial complex using repeating concrete ele-
ments. Relying on a wealth of original records - photographs, testimonials, archi-
val documents, and topographical maps - Kolacio determined the sites of each
hospital unit and marked them with variations of simple concrete elements,
thereby defining the extent and the scenery of the erstwhile hospital community.
The concrete elements are placed directly on the karst ground so as to enable the
visitors to have a sensory experience and physical communication with the his-
torical area. The entrance to the complex is marked by a bronze memorial plaque
containing historical information while each architectural element or group of
elements are described with a concrete sign which identifies the structure’s func-
tion: sentry facility, outpatient clinic, surgery, typhus patient unit, etc. With his
work, Kolacio did more than merely present historical facts - he created an intri-
cate cognitive and emotional story which impacts the visitors: the expanse of his
concrete structures alludes to endurance and defiance, while the emptiness of
the constructions allows free rein to imagination.
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