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Extratt of a Letter from the Author 

to the Editor, 

I Wifh the manufcript which you 

have been at the trouble of perufmg, were more deferring 

of the public attention i but the fact is, that amidft the 

indifpenfible avocations of bufinefs, one has very little 

time, during an occafional refidence in Africa, to beftow 

attention upon the hiftory, either natural or political, o£ 

that country ; and the ftupidity of the natives is an in> 

fuperable barrier againit. the inquirer's information. 

After your premrtg intreaties, I cannot with-hold my 

confent to its being printed ; and although I have no 

ambition for my name to appear, yet, if you judge it at 

all necelTary, to eftablijb the credibility of the fails related, 

you are at liberty to make what ufe you pleafe of it. 

I could not eafily avoid, in my narrative, the terms 

king, general, palace, and the like, and be intelligible to 

the EngUJh reader. For example: what I call palace, 

a g is, 



• 1 EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROItf 

is, in the language of the country, jimbomy \ which 

(literally tranilated) means, a big houfe. This might 

have founded aukwardly, and I have therefore adopted 

fhc correfponding term moil familiar to an Englijh eatf. 

When thefe terms occur, it mult not be forgotten, that 

they are by no means Intended to convey the fame ideas, 

which arc ufually annexed to them in civilized focieties 

of mankind: and, for the rcafons jufl. alleged* I may 

hope it will be deemed a very excufaMe burk-fque, to 

dignify a brutal barbarian with the title of king; or hid 

place of habitation (which is little fuperior to a dog-. 

ketttieO wirit the fp!cndid name of a palace. 

Atkins, who faw the palace of the king of IVlydah 

before it was deftroyed, defcribes it as M a dirty, large, 

" batflboo building, of a mile or two in circumference j 

" where he kept a tboufand concul/ines, and divided hi a 

" time between eating and lul l ." This defcription, I 

venture 10 believe, is very fuitable to all or molt of ths 

The royal fimhmy, or great houfe at Qdmina, is fur-

rounded by a mud wall, about twenty feet high ; the 

gcoufid it. occupies is nearly a fquare ; each fide oJ 

which is little fhortof a mile in extent; for I found tlit 

two We* \-vhich I meafurcd, each llxteen hundred of 

file:///-vhich
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my paces in length. In the centre of each fide was a 

large building, in which a guard of women and eunuchs 

under arms was potted. On the roofs, which were of 

thatch, were ranged, on fmall wooden (takes, a great 

many human jkulls of prifoners taken in war. The in

ner apartments, which I had an opportunity of feeing, 

were only feveral large courts, communicating with 

each other; generally fquarc, or oblong, cncompalTed 

by mud walls. In each of them was a piazza, or (lied, 

formed with ports about feven feet high, and planted in 

the ground at the diltance of about twelve or fourteen 

feet from the wal l : the intermediate fpace was covered 

with a ilanting thatched roof, fuppOrtcd on bamboo 

rafters, retting upon the pofts, and reaching to the top 

of the wall, which, in this part, was in general about 

twenty feet high, but only eight or ten feet on the other 

ftdeS of the court. The area of thefe courts was of the 

common foil of the country \ but beneath the fheds the 

ground was elevated a few inches by a bed of clayey 

mortar, which formed the floor \ and the wall was in 

fome parts white-walTied with a fpecies of pipe-clay 

which the country produces. The whole had fome-

what the refemblance of an auemblage of farm-yards 

with long thatched barns, hovels for cattle and carts, 
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and low mnd walls to fcparate them from each other/ 

The interior of a Negrilli palace is not fo eafy to bo 

defcribed. ' Its iecelTcs arc never entered by any human 

being ot the rfiak gender; and the' female apartments 

arc guarded from mtrufwn, with more than eajh'rnjc2-

Loufy. I never pulled the limits' Of the courts before, 

mentioned, except once at Abomey, wl\en the old king 

dhadec wa3 fick, and would fee me in his bed-cham* 

ber, which was a detached circular room, of aboutf 

eighteen feci diameter; it had a thatched, conical roof; 

the walls were of mud, anel white-waihed within ; 

there was a fmall area before it, limited by a wall about 

three i u : hi.:'h, the top of which was ftuck full of 

human jaw bones, and the path leading to the door was 

paved widi hvman jhdls. The mattrefs and bedftead 

were r f European manufacture, with check curtains \ 

the furniture of the room confided of a fmall table, a. 

"rfioft, and two or three chairs; and the clay fiex>r was 

cfivedbd with a carpet, which 1 had fold to him fame 

few months before. The apartments for the women 

• each of v. btora have feparate huts) occupy, I believe, 

the rer.uiiu.ler of the fpace within the palace walls \ 

except a fmall part appropriated to the eunuchs, and to 

lome nectary iiore-hot'.fcs, for holding the provifions 

of 
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of his numerous family, as well, as for his c&wries, 

iron bars, clothes, arms, ammunition, Sec. and for fome 

articles of European furniture. The late king was very 

defirous of buying any article^ of this fort that he could 

procure; fuch as tables, chairs, bureaus, mahogany 

liquor-cafes, walking canes, cafes of knives and forks, 

and fpoons, filvcr cups, and glafs ware. I once 

brought him a two-handled hlver cup and cover, of 

chafed work, weighing two hundred and twenty-fix 

ounces. 1 have fometimes dined in the piazzas, or 

(beds, before mentioned, and fometimes in the open 

area of fome of the courts: on the latter occafions, the 

table, &c. were ikreened from the fun by large um

brellas held up by attendants, clothed in the country 

drefs; which (for the men) in Dabomy, confifts of a 

pair of wide drawers, and a piece of cloth of about three 

yards long, and two broad, worn loofcly round the body, 

in. fuch a manner as to leave the right arm free, and 

bare. I found no deficiency of table apparatus, and 

the king has always a fucceilion of cooks trained up in 

the European forts at Whydah> fo that he is able to treat 

his vifitors with victuals drelfcd after their own country 

manner. M y repairs ufed, to be fcrved up in plates, and 

diilies of pewter and earthen ware. I lhould remark, 

that. 
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that although the twe-tzvee and dogs fiejb arc highly* 

relifhed by the natives, the king's European gucfts are 

never difguftcd by the introduction of either. 

I do not think the Dahomans are Anthropophagijis, HI 

the full fenfe of that word ; though they fcruple not to 

eat a devoted victim at the public feftivals ; and yet re

proach their own countrymen, the natives of Three, with 

Canabalifm, of which, I own, I am not inclined to be

lieve them guilty. But, that other African nations are 

addi&ed to that unnatural practice, I have not the 

fmallcfl doubt ; becaufc, from the concurrent and credi

ble telTimony of thofe who have been at Bonny, it is 

well known that a Bonny man kills and cats an Audony 

man ; and an Audony man treats a Bonny man in the 

fame way, whenever he has an opportunity : I mean, 

as a familiar repaft, and not merely in favage triumph 

after a victory. Snelgrave is certainly correct, and 

Atkins ill-informed and erroneous, refpeciing the Daho-

man king's motive for invading If'hydab. I knew many 

of the old IVhydajians as well as Dahomans who were 

prefent when Trudo attacked that kingdom. They 

attributed his entcrprize fiely to the dclirc of extending 

his dominions, and of enjoying at the fir}} hand, thofe 

commodities whkh lie had been ufed to purchafe of 

the 
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the Wbydajkm^ who were in polfeilion of the coaff. 

Trudo had folicited permiflion from the king of Whydah 

to enjoy a free commercial pajfage through his country 

to the fea fide, on condition of paying the ufual cujioms 

upon JJaves exported; this was peremptorily rcfufed by 

the king of IVhydah ; and in confequence of this rcfu-

fal, Trudo determined to obtain his purpofe by force of 

arms : he fuccecdcd in the attempt, and exterminated a 

great part of the inhabitants. 

His conquer! of the adjoining kingdom of Ardra 

facilitated the acqulfition of the other. Ardra was 

once a powerful and populous nation, whole fovcreignty 

extended from the river Volt a, to the Lagos \ but having 

afterwards been weakened by the revolts of Jfhrifta 

(called by Bojman, Ccto), and of Popoe, IVhydah, Appee, 

Bidagry, and Lagos, it became incapable of oppofing 

the victorious arms of Trudo. IVhydah, whofe king 

had imprudently declined to lend any afliitance againft 

the common enemy, foon fell a very eafy conqucft, and 

with it, the tributary port and province of Jacqidrt. 

This reftlefs barbarian, after glutting his vengeance 

with carnage, and the dcfolation of every maritime date 

which he was able to reduce, turned his fword againft 

thofe island kingdoms which had hitherto withstood hi* 

attacks. 
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attacks. But meeting unexpectedly with a fevere re-

pulfe, his ferocity was redoubled by the difgrace, and 

he fought to gratify it, by committing frefh outrages* 

in the countries he had conquered. The arts of peace, 

the encouragement of agriculture, the introduction of 

practicable manufactures, and the promoting a civi

lized commerce with European traders, by an inter

change of the native products of the mod fertile fpot irt 

Gu'mey, were improvements, of which he does not ap

pear to have ever formed the fmallelt idea ; and of which 

his mind was probably not fufceptible. His pretended 

letter to his " Brother" George II. the monarch of Great 

Britain, is now known to have been an impudent for

gery of one Bullfinch Lambe, who made his way with 

it to the Duke of Chandos, at that time the great patron 

of the Britifh trade to Africa. 

The policy of Trudo was that of an ambitious and 

brutal favage, who fought to retain the territories he had 

acquired, by the expedient of firing the towns, and flaugh-

tering the inhabitants \ and in thefe exploits he employed 

fome of the lait years of his life, which ended in 1732. 

The fovereignty devolved to Bcffa Ahadee, whofe Me

moirs I relate, and now with the utmoft humility fub-

mil to the candor of the public." 

R , N . 
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r T ^ H E Dahomans, a powerfu l and war-

l i k e nat ion o f Africa, w h o l ive 

to the ea l lward o f the Gold CoaJ?, be

tween the rivers Volta and Benin, have 

not efcaped the notice o f m o d e r n ge

ographers ; whofe attention they en

gaged, b y e x t e n d i n g their dominions to 

the fea coaft, a n d a n n e x i n g to them, b y 

conqueft, the k i n g d o m o f IF,by Jab; a 

c o u n t r y fo refpectable for its trade, that 

the E n g l i f h , F r e n c h a n d Portuguefe 

mainta in forts there for the protect ion 

o f their refpective (hares o f it. 

T h e Dahomans, but l i tt le more than 

a century ago, were an inconfiderable 

n a t i o n ; formidable however to their 

neighbours, for their va lour and m i l i 

tary ( k i l l : they were then k n o w n b y 

the 
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the name o f Foys; and the town o f 

DaiL-bee, w h i c h lies between Calmina and 

Abomcy, was the capital o f their fmall 

terr i tory . 

E a r l y i n the I a ft: century, Tacoodonou^ 

chie f o f the Fay nat ion, bafely murder

ed, i n v i o l a t i o n o f the facred laws o f 

hofpita l i ty , a fovereign pr ince his neigh

bour , w h o made h i m a fr iendly vif i t to 

h o n o r one o f his fef l ivals: he then at

tacked and took Calmina, the capital o f 

the deceafed: flrengthened by this ac-

q u i h t i o n , he ventured to wage war w i t h 

Da, k i n g o f Abomey, w h o m hebefieged 

i n his capita l , w h i c h he foon r e d u c e d ; 

and i n confcquence o f a v o w , that he 

made d u r i n g the fiege, put Da to death, 

b y cut t ing open his b e l l y ; and placed 

his b o d y under the foundat ion o f a pa

lace that he bui l t i n Ahomey, as a memo

r i a l o f his v i c t o r y ; w h i c h he cal led Da-

homy, from Da the unfortunate v i c t i m , 

and Homy his be l ly : that is, a houfe 

bui l t i n Das be l ly . 

7acoodonou 
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Tacoodonou after this conqueit. fixed 

his refidence at Abcmcy, and affumed 

the title o f King of Dabomy; o f w h i c h 

the cruel c ircumflance juif. ment ioned 

gives the true e tymology ; and from 

thence alfo the Foys, his fubjecls, arc 

general ly cal led Dahomans: i n the c o u n 

t r y indeed the o l d name o f Foys pre

vails ; but to E u r o p e a n s , I believe* they 

are o n l y k n o w n b y the name o f Daho

mans. v » 

T h u s Tacoodonou eftablifhcd the Da-

toman empire , which- about a century 

afterwards his i l luftrious defcendant 

Guadjd Trudo aggrandized, by fubduing 

various k i n g d o m s , and a d d i n g IVhydah 

to his dominions , i n the year 1727; 

the conquef l o f w h i c h is p a r t i c u l a r l y 

related by Sne/graye, Atkins and others. 

H a v i n g premifed this to the f o l l o w i n g 

account , w h i c h I have attempted to draw 

l i p , o f the reign o f Boffa Abadce, late 

k i n g 
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k i n g o f Da/jomj'y I fhall conclude w i t h 

a lift o f the kings o f that country ; 

Tacoodonou conquered Abdmcyy and 

founded the Dahoman empire, about the 

year 1625. 

Adaunzou I . began his r e i g n ' i n 1 6 5 a 

Vibagee, in ' '1680. 

'1 to sauya 2ih - o n i vino 370 

Guadja Trudo (who conquered Ar

dra, Why dab. an?d Jacquin), i n 1708. 

Bo/fa Ahadee, i n 1732. 

Adaunzou I I . the prefent k i n g , i n 177^'. 

v \ u N lifts - " Tnii ?rjc 
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K I N G OF D A H O M Y . 

W r i t t e n i n the Y e a r 1773. 

C H A P . I . 

JlOSSA AHADEE fucceeded his father 

Guadja Trudo i n his hereditary k i n g d o m 

o f Dahomy, and alfo i n the poffeflion o f thofe 

numerous and extenlive acquifitions' obtained 

by the victorious forces o f that fuccefsful 

t y r a n t ; — t h e valuable k i n g d o m s o f Ardrah 

and IVhydah, together w i t h . Toree, Didouma, 

Ajirrah and Jacquiny towards the f e a ; be

sides feveral ftates i n l a n d border ing upon 

B Dabotny s 



Dabomy j as Povey, w h i c h he afTigned for 

the patr imony o f the heir-apparent, and 

others, whofe names I a m not acquainted 

w i t h . A l l thefe, Trudo conquered, and l ived 

to fee effectually enflaved to his dominat ion. 

B y Trudo's management ( in tolerat ing 

his new fubjedts w i t h the free exercife o f 

their various fuperftitions j and incorporat

i n g them w i t h the Dahomans by i n t e r m a r 

riage i f it may be fo cal led), no d i f t i n c -

tions being made between the conquerors 

and conquered, who were now become one 

people, many o f thofe who had fled their 

native countries, to avoid the calamities o f 

war, were induced to return and fubmit 

quietly to his g o v e r n m e n t ; by w h i c h means, 

every part o f his dominions became reple-

nifhed wi th people, and fo devoted was 

their f u b m i m o n , that none o f the conquered 

ftates have to this day made any efforts 

to regain their independence. 

Such was the f ituation o f affairs, when 

Trudo, fu l l o f years, pa id the debt o f nature. 

H i s memory is f r i l l dear to the Dahomans, and 

i n matters o f great importance it is c u i r o m -

ary w i t h them to fwear by his name, as the 

mol t 



m o i l facred o f all imprecations. H i s n u m e 

rous conquefts terrify h i m to have been a 

great w a r r i o r ; and that he was courteous, as 

wel l as i n t r e p i d , appears f r o m his reply to 

the governors o f the F r e n c h , E n g l i f h , a n d 

Portuguefe forts i n IVhydah, who appl ied to 

h i m , on his conqueft o f that country, for an 

abatement o f the duties w h i c h had been ex
acted by the former fovereigns f r o m the E u 

ropean i h i p p i n g t r a d i n g there. " A s a m a r k 

« o f my eiteem, faid he, I w i l l ufe you as an 

" o l d m a n does his y o u n g b r i d e , to w h o m he 

c < can rcfuic n o t h i n g ; it m a l l be as you re-

" quire, I remit you one h a l f o f the duties 

c* for ever." 

A s it is c r i m i n a l i n the natives o f this 

country to difcourfe o n p o l i t i c s , or to m a k e 

any remarks upon the admini f t rat ion o f p u b 

l i c aff i irs, it is difficult to acquire any exten

sive knowledge o f facts; and the l i t t le i n f o r 

mation w h i c h can be obtained, is but i m p e r 

fect : the remembrance o f the m o l t inter-

effing occurrences generally dies w i t h thofe 

concerned i n them. Fathers have not here 

an opportunity o f re lat ing to their c h i l d r e n 

a detail o f what they have fecn or d o n e : 

B a the 



the c h i l d r e n belong to the Irate, or rather 

are the property o f the k i n g , to w h o m they 

are fent at too tender an age to recollect any 

t h i n g o f their parents. T h e o l d foldier 

dares not fhew his fears and fight his battles 

over a bottle here • however, d u r i n g a l o n g 

refidence, I have p i c k e d u p the f o l l o w i n g 

memoirs a m o n g them : w h i c h I have ar

ranged i n order o f t i m e , as wel l as m y i n -

format ion enabled me. 

Trudo's death was concealed, as is cufto-

mary u p o n fuch occafions, u n t i l the p r i m e 

mini f lers , who are fr i lcd Tamegan and May-

bou, had confulted togther, and agreed 

w h i c h o f his fons was to fucceed { a truft 

w h i c h devolves to thefe officers, u p o n the 

deceafe o f their fovereign : for though the 

fon, who is the firft b o r n , after his father 

comes into poffci l ion o f the regal d i g n i t y , 

is efteemed heir apparent to his d o m i 

nions, yet i f he appears to thefe two m i n i f -

ters, f rom fome defect or vice, o f body or 

m i n d , to be unworthy o f this exalted f l a -

t i o n , they have the power o f rejecting h i m , 

and o f c h u l i n g f rom among the other c h i l 

d r e n , h i m who feems to be mol t deferving 

o r 



or bcf l qualified to rule over them.* U p o n 

the prefent occafion, they rejected the eldelt 

fon, and were unanimous i n fixing their 

choice on Ahadee; whole re ign has been a 

continued feries o f mifery to his unhappy 

country, and who, notwithftanding fome 

good qualit ies, has proved u p o n the whole, a 

bad k i n g , and a worfe m a n . 

Tamegan and Maybou h a v i n g determined 

on their choice, announced Trudo's death and 

proc la imed Ahadee k i n g : by w h i c h d e t e r m i 

nat ion, his elder brother Zingah, finding his: 

hopes di fappointed, and h i m f e l f aggrieved 

by the lofs o f an inheritance, w i t h the ex

pectation o f w h i c h he had flattered h i m f e l f ; 

founded privately the d i f p o i i t i o n o f his 

friends. O n a p p l y i n g fecretly to thofe u p o n 

w h o m he had conferred favors i n his father's 

life t ime, he received affurance, o f numbers 

B 3 being 

* This wc find was alfo the cuftom in the kingdom of 
Whydah; where a general plunder prevailed, until the 
choice of the new king was publickly announced ; there is 
fomething remarkable i n this temporary anarchy, (and re
turn as it were into the ftate of nature) as if i t were ori-f 
gmally meant, to make the people eager for the revival o f 

f ovgreign power, and a fettled government. 



b e i n g w i l l i n g ro efpoufe his caufe; and he 

began to concert meafures to furprize his 

brother, and feize the government either by 

ftratagem or force. Ahadee however, got 

intel l igence o f his defign ; Zmgab, and the 

p r i n c i p a l confpirators were feized, juft on 

the point o f t a k i n g u p arms to affert his 

c l a i m : Zingah was fewed u p i n a h a m m o c k 

at Abomey, i n w h i c h he was carried to Why-

dab, where he was put into a canoe, and 

taken about two leagues out at fea, and there 

t h r o w n over-board and drowned. T h e law 

o f the country does not a l low the facred 

blood o f the royal family to be fhed, but a p 

points this p u n i l h m e n t for their offences : 

fuch was the end o f ZJngah, and all his adhe

rents were put to death. 

T h e k i n g , now clear o f his competitor , 

and fecure i n the peaceable poffeffion o f his 

d o m i n i o n s , threw off the mafk, and gave an 

unbounded indulgence to his incl inations ; 

w h i c h unhappi ly were o f the worft k i n d . 

O n e o f the firft edicts o f his reign was, that 

every m a n o f the name o f Bo/fay fhould be 

put to death ; w h i c h cruel order was p u n c 

tual ly executed throughout his d o m i n i o n s ; 

old 



old and young, indi fcr iminate ly fuffered, and 

many innocent and ufeful men, were loir to 

the c o m m u n i t y , for the gratification of his 

vanity ; who thought it an infult to majeity, 

that a fubjedt m o u l d bear the fame name as 

the fovereign. 

T h o u g h fame has tranfmitted this enor

m i t y to pofterity, fhe has been k i n d to his 

m e m o r y in b u r y i n g i n o b l i v i o n the repeated 

acts o f cruelty and oppreffion w h i c h at l a i l 

roufed Maybou, and induced h i m i n 1735, to 

take up arms, to free his country f rom the 

tyranny, under w h i c h it groaned. 

F r o m the fpecimcn above mentioned, we 

may judge, what the k i n g was capable o f 

d o i n g ; and great indeed muft the p r o v o c a 

tions have been, that induced Maybou to take 

this ftep; for it is t h e d i f p o f i t i o n of the Daho

mans to t h i n k favorably o f their k i n g , and 

approve his act ions; they reverence h i m 

w i t h a mixture o f love and fear, l i t t le fhort 

o f adoration. " I t h i n k of m y k i n g , " re

p l i e d a Dahomy m a n to m e ; when I afked 

h i m , juft before his g o i n g to battle, i f he-

was not apprehenfive o f f inding the enemy 

too ftrong. " I t h i n k o f m y k i n g , " faid 
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Dakou* " and then I dare engage five of 

" the enemy m y f e l f . " I am anxious for your 

fafety, faid I, and fhall be happy that you 

efcape the dangers o f the day. * It is not 

* material ; " " he repl ied, m y head belongs 

'* to the k i n g , not to m y f e l f ; i f he pleafes to 

*c fend for i t , I am ready to refign i t ; or i f 

< f i t is (hot t h r o u g h in battle, it makes no 

" difference to me ; I a m fatisfied, lb that it 

" is the fervice of m y k i n g . " E v e r y Daho-^ 

man pofTelfes the fame fent iments ; even at 

this day, after a tyranny o f forty years, their 

loyalty and attachment remain unfhaken. 

T h o u g h his people are dai ly fa l l ing v ict ims 

to his avarice, or anger, and there is not an 

i n d i v i d u a l i n his d o m i n i o n s , but has loft 

fotne near and dear connection by his orders, 

yet their misfortunes are attributed entirely 

to their o w n indifcret ions; and whatever the 

k i n g does, they are perfuaded is r i g h t ; fuch 

b l i n d fubmiif ion and obedience, is p r o b a b l y 

no where elfe to be found. 

Mayhou, who had been brought up and 

* A faithful fervant whom I employed in my faftory, 
he afterwards fell uudefervedly under the king's difplea-
fure, and was fold, by his order, for a Have. 

fought 



fought under Trudo, and had feen better 

days ; f i n d i n g a l l his perfualions ineffectual 

to rec la im the young k i n g , who was deaf to 

his advice ; could no longer remain a mere 

f p e c t a t o r o f the diftreffesof his c o u n t r y : he 

had erred i n his choice when he preferred 

Ahadee to his brother ; and j u d g i n g it a d u 

ty w h i c h he owed to his country, to free it 

f rom the tyrant w h o m he had concurred i n 

p l a c i n g u p o n the throne, he withdrew f rom 

court, and foon appeared i n rebel l ion at the 

head o f a powerful army. T h u s , in a d d i 

t i o n to the evils w i t h w h i c h Ahadee afflicted 

his country , he plunged it into the horrors 

o f a c i ^ i l w a r ; the iffue o f w h i c h , had the 

event been equal to the juftice o f it, m i g h t 

have been fatal to h i m : but it terminated 

otherwife by the exertions o f Agaow*, who 

commanded the royal a r m y ; i n w h i c h were 

many o f the brave veterans who had fo often 

conquered under Trudo. H e entirely de

feated the rebel army ; Mayhou and many o f 

his friends fell i n the engagement: the p r i -

foners taken on this occafion were put to death; 

* Aga^jj, i s the title of the commander in chief of the 
king's army, and not the name of a particular man. 
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and the few who efcapcd, h a v i n g nothing to 

hope from the k ing 's c lemency, and to avoid 

the tortures intended for them, fled into the 

ne ighbour ing ftates, and ended their days i n 

exile. T h e k i n g feems to have harboured 

no v indict ive refentment againft Maybou's 

family , for he foon after advanced his younger 

brother into his office, and he continues to 

be Mayhou to this t ime j a c ircumltance rather 

extraordinary i n Abadee's conduct, who has 

g i v e n very few inftances o f his c lemency. I n 

offences lefs heinous than that of Mayhou, 

when a m a n c o m m i t s , or (what i n the Da-

boman maxims amounts to the fame) is ac-

cufed, o f a c r i m e , for w h i c h he is condemned 

to death, or to JlaiVry; his effects are for

feited to the k i n g ; his domeftics, relations, 

and friends, are a l l feized ; fome o f them 

perhaps fuffer death ; the remainder are a l 

ways fold for flaves : when the del inquent 

happens to be a m a n of confequence, w i t h 

numerous dependants and connections, who 

are made to fuffer death, or flavery on bis ac

count, it is no inconiiderable lofs to the ftate; 

yet this is a calamity, w h i c h often happens ; 

a n d together w i t h the carnage o f war, has 
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contr ibntcd greatly to depopulate this u n 

happy country . 

C H A P . I I . 

T H E internal t ranqui l i ty o f the k ing_ 

d o m was reftored by Maybou's defeat, 

and death ; but the Foys, d i d not l o n g enjoy 

the fweets o f peace : deftruction threatened 

them from another quarter. T o the n o r t h -

eaft o f Dahomy lies a fine, fertile, and extendve 

country, inhabited by a great, and warl ike 

people, cal led the Eyoes j the fcourge and 

terror o f a l l the ir neighbours. Thefe Eyoes, 

are governed by a k i n g ; but not by one fo 

abfolute as the tyrant o f Dabomy. I f what 

report fays o f h i m be true, when his i l l c o n 

duct, gives juft offence to his people, a d e p u 

tation f r o m them wait u p o n h i m , it is faid, 

and reprefent to h i m , that the burden o f go

vernment has been fo fa t iguing , that it is 

f u l l t ime for h i m to repofe f r o m his cares, 

and to indulge h i m f e l f w i t h a l i t t le (Jeep* 

H e 



H e thanks his people for their attention to 

his eafe, retires to his apartment as i f to 

fleep, where he gives directions to his wo

m e n to ftrangle h i m ; w h i c h is immediate ly 

executed, and his fon quiet ly fucceeds h i m , 

u p o n the fame terms of h o l d i n g the govern

ment no longer than his conduct merits the 

approbation o f his people. 

T h e Dahomans, to give an idea o f the 

ftrength o f an Eyoe army, afTert, that when 

they go to war, the general fpreads the hide 

o f a bu If aloe before the door o f his tent, 

and pitches a fpear i n the ground, on each 

fide o f i t ; between w h i c h the folciiers 

m a r c h , u n t i l the mult i tude, w h i c h pafs over 

the hide, have worn an hole through i t ; as 

foon as this happens, he prefumes that his 

forces are numerous enough to take the 

field. T h e Dahomans may pofi ibly exagge

rate, but the Eyoes are certainly a very p o 

pulous, warl ike and powerful nation. 

T h e y invaded Dabomy i n 1738 with an 

irref i f i ible army, and la id the country waflc 

w i t h fire and fword to the gates o f Abomey ,* 

here, the Foys had collected their whole 

ftrength, and waited the a r r i v a l o f the ene

m y , 



m y , who were advancing w i t h an incredib le 

mult i tude . 

T h e Foys, though inferior i n numbers, 

were not int imidated ; they had feen fervice 

under Trudo, but never was their valour 

cal led forth u p o n a more t r y i n g o c c a f i o n ; 

their country and every t h i n g that was dear 

to t h e m , lay at H a k e ; and they d i d a l l 

that c o u l d be expected i n its defence. T h e 

enemy attacked them i n the m o r n i n g ; they 

acted wonders on that d a y ; twice they re-

pulfed the Eyoes, and had nearly g iven t h e m 

a total defeat; but frefh fupplies o f the 

enemy continual ly p o u r i n g i n , to replace 

thofe who fel l , the Foys, w o r n out w i t h fa

tigue, were obl iged to y i e l d at laft to f u -

perior numbers, and retreated, under cover 

o f the night , into Abomey: hav ing k i l l e d o f 

the Eyoes, above twice the n u m b e r o f their 

o w n army. T h e i r htuat ion n o w became 

truly calamitous, and no profpect was before 

them, but an utter ext inct ion o f the Dabomy 

name and nation. 

Abomey is a very large town, furrounded 

w i t h a deep moat, but has no wal l nor 

breaft-work to defend the bei ieged; nor are 

there 



there any fprings o f water i n i t ; confe-

quently, it could not be long tenable. T h e 

firft care o f the Dahomans o n the n ight after 

the battle, whilft the Eyoes were too m u c h 

fatigued to interrupt them, was, to fend 

away the wounded, and the w o m e n and 

c h i l d r e n , to Zaffa, a t o w n about twenty-five 

mi les oft", where the k i n g then w a s ; w h o 

when he learned the unfortunate iffue o f the 

day, was immediate ly conveyed, w i t h his 

women and treafures, to an inaccelfible re

treat, about four hours journey from Zaffa. 

T h e path leading to it is extremely i n t r i 

cate, and k n o w n to very few o f the Daho

mans themfelves; and is never v i l i t e d , except 

i n cafes o f the laft extremity , when the 

k i n g is obl iged to By for the fafety o f his 

perfon. A s none but the k ing 's o w n f a m i l y 

take ihelter there, i t was eiteemcd an extra

ordinary m a r k o f refpccl; fhewn to Mr. 

Gregory, governor o f the Englijb fort at 

IVhydah, who happened to be at Zaffa at 

this unhappy t ime, that the k i n g was pleafed 

to take h i m i n his royal fuite to this place. 

Agaow, the k i n g ' s general at Abomey, c o n 

t inued to defend the place, and amufe the 
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enemy, u n t i l he learned that the k i n g was 

&fe, and Zaffa evacuated: he then took the 

advantage o f a dark night , conducted the 

remains o f his army fafe, palfed the enemy, 

and fled ; leaving the town to the mercy of 

the Eyoes, who afterwards plundered and 

burnt i t ; as they alfo d i d Calmina and Zaf

fa : they l i v e d i n the country at d i f c r e t i o n , 

as l o n g as they c o u l d procure fubfiftcnce ; 

and i n a few months, when that grew fcarce, 

returned to their o w n country. H a d they, 

when they engaged at Abomey, detached a 

part o f their numerous army, and attacked 

Zaffa at the fame t ime, the k i n g and al l his 

treafure muft inevitably have fallen into 

their hands : and for this neglect, their general 

was difgraced u p o n his return. 

T h e Eyoes continued for feveral years, to 

harrafs Dahomy w i t h an annual v i f i t : the 

Foys never thought it prudent to engage 

them afterwards; but when a p p r i z e d o f 

their c o m i n g , ufed to evacuate their towns, 

d iv ide into fmal l parties, and Inciter t h e m -

felves as wel l as they c o u l d in their faitnelfes 

and woods. T h e k i n g ufed a l l his efforts 

to obtain an accommodat ion , and offered 

them 



t h e m any reafonable compenfation to r e 

fra in from hof t i l i t ies ; but it was difficult to 

fatisfy their demands. T h e y c l a i m e d , i n 

confequence o f an o l d treaty, an annual t r i 

bute ; the payment o f w h i c h had been 

omit ted i n the profperous days o f Trudo. 

Thefe arrears were considerable ; and frelh 

demands were alfo added, on account o f 

the conqueit o f IVhydah, w h i c h the Eyoes 

looked upon as an inexhauftible fource o f 

wealth to the k i n g . T h e i r expectations, 

u p o n the whole, were fo exorbitant , that 

Ahadee found it impracticable to fatisfy 

t h e m ; and the Eyoes continued to ravage 

the country for feveral years, b u r n i n g their 

towns, deftroying their crops i n harveft, 

k i l l i n g many people, and c a r r y i n g numbers 

away into capt iv i ty . I n the year 1747, h o w 

ever, the Eyoes confented to an a c c o m m o 

dation, and c o m p r o m i z e d the matter for a 

tr ibute, w h i c h is p a i d them annually at 

Calmina, i n the m o n t h o f November. 
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C H A P , I I I . 

TH E Dahomans, whi l f t they were thus d i f -

treffed by the Eyoes, were engaged i n 

two other b loody wars (each o f w h i c h c o n 

t inued above thirty years) w i t h the Mahees% 

and w i t h the o ld Whydahs / who had fled out 

o f the country at the conquelf, and were now 

aflifted by their neighbours the Popoes> 

T h e Mahee country, w h i c h is an extenfive 

one, lies to the weftward o f Dabomy, o n its 

borders i t is d i v i d e d into feveral f m a l l 

flates, each governed by its o w n laws, a n d 

independent o f one a n o t h e r : thefe mates 

f o r m a republic, and unite for the c o m m o n 

fafety, when dangers threaten any o f the c o n 

federated members. T h e war w i t h t h e m 

was entirely p r o v o k e d by Ahadee. T h e y were 

difpofed to l ive in fr iendfhip w i t h h i m j but 

his reftlefs f p i r i t w o u l d not fuffer t h e m to 

remain i n peace. H e c l a i m e d a r i g h t o f i n 

terference i n their national concerns, and i n -

C f i l l ed 



MEMOIRS OF THS REIGtf 

Hired o n al ter ing their mode o f government \ 

and u p o n their refufal to c o m p l y , declared 

war againft them. H e had heard i n hi:-; 

youth, that the Foys were i n v i n c i b l e , a n d 

their arms i rre f i f t ib lc : but i f they were fo i n 

the days o f Trudo, his misfortunes and d i f -

graces fhould have taught Ahadee to be lefs 

confident, H e refolved therefore to a b o i i i h 

the republ ic , and give the Mahees a k i n g % 

but he wanted talents proport ioned to this 

enterprife. Trudo had been m o n a r c h , ftatef-

m a n , general, u n i t i n g a l l i n his o w n perfon, 

a n d conftantly fought at the head o f his 

troops. Ahadee, i m m u r e d i n his feraglio, 

where tboufands admini f lcred to his p l c a -

fures, expected a p r o m p t devotion to his w i l l , 

and flattering h i m f e l f w i t h an eafy conquer^ 

thought n o t h i n g was more expedient for that 

purpofe, than to l igni fy to Agaow, « That 

'* his houfe wanted thatch" w h i c h is the phrafc 

ufed i n g i v i n g his general orders to go to 

war, and alludes to the c u l t o m o f p l a c i n g the 

heads o f the enemy, k i l l e d i n battle, or any 

o f the prifoners o f d i f t inct ion, on the roof o f 

the guard houfes at the gates o f his palaces. 

. Ahadee pretended, that his fubjects t r a 

v e l l i n g 
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v e i l i n g through the Mahce country to more 

diftant nations, for the purpofes o f trade, 

were frequently opprefled by heavy taxes, 

arb i t rar i ly impofed there by the ftates 

t h r o u g h w h i c h they had occal ion to pafs $ 

that thefe ftates were fo numerous and ava

r ic ious , that it was impof l ib le , i n the prefent 

f ituation o f affairs, to regulate their d e 

mands, for the future fecurity o f his fubjects* 

property *, but that i f one k i n g governed the 

whole Mahee nat ion, treaties c o u l d then be 

eftablifhed, to the m u t u a l advantage o f b o t h 

k i n g d o m s . T h i s i n fact, was mere pretence; 

for no part o f Abadtr's conduct had teftihed 

that regard for the welfare and intereft o f his 

people, w h i c h his language on the prefent 

occa l ion fecmed to manifeft. T h e true rea-

fon was, that one o f his favorite wives, w h o 

was a Mahee woman, had a brother w h o m he 

wifhed to advance to this d i g n i t y ; but tke 

Mahees refufed to re l inquifh their i n d e p e n d 

ence, and f u b m i t to be governed, by a t y 

rant ; and Ahadee perfiftcd i n his refo lut ion. 

A war commenced i n 1737, a n d was c a r r i e d 

o n w i t h a l l that favage fury w h i c h is c u l t o -

mary among barbarous nations. T h e p r i -
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foners o f di l t inrf l ion were put to death j a n d 

the other captives configned to f lavery ; thefe 

were the heft terms either party a l lowed. 

M a n y battles were fought w i t h various fuc-

cefs ; fometimes the Mabecs, fometimes the 

Dahomans were victorious ; but neither w o u l d 

r e l i n q u i f h their pretentions : to fol low t h e m 

t h r o u g h a l l their fcenes o f daughter, w o u l d 

be a d i fguf t ing tafk, and indeed almoft i m 

pofl ible. 

T h e fevereft b l o w w h i c h the Mahees re 

ceived was i n 1752, about fifteen years after, 

the commencement o f the w a r : they had 

been unfuccefsful i n fome battles, and were 

unable to keep the f ield. T h e r e hy i n t h e i r 

country a very h i g h m o u n t a i n ca-lled Boagry3 

rendered almoff inaccefhble by nature, a n d 

deemed i m p r e g n a b l e : thi ther the Mabees 

fled, w i t h the mattered remains o f their ar

m y . T h e Dahomans p i l laged, and l a i d wafte 

the country without oppof i t ion ; and h a v i n g 

i m p o f e d what terms, and contr ibut ions they 

pleafed on the vanquifhcd, Agaow fat d o w n 

w i t h his army and inverted Boagry; w h i c h 

as a c a m p , had one f a u l t ; i t was as dif f icult 

to q u i t , when occafion required, as i t was. 
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arduous o f acccfs. M a n y Ikirmifhes h a p 

pened betwixt the beliegers and befieged, 

thefe m a k i n g frequent failles, and the others 

many attempts to force their way up the 

m o u n t a i n . T h e Mabeest p lanted c o r n , and 

had plenty o f water u p o n Boagry, w h i c h en

abled t h e m to perfevere i n a l o n g r e f i n 

ance. 

Agaaw, had now inveftcd them near twelve 

months , without b e i n g able to advance far 

u p the m o u n t a i n ; when the k i n g , fol icitous 

for the honor o f his arms, fent his general 

a l l the amftance that he was able to draw t o 

gether, and ordered h i m to hazard every 

t h i n g for the reduction o f Boagry, whatever 

the lofs o f m e n m i g h t be o n the occa l ion . 

Agaowt was by this t ime, w e l l acquainted 

w i t h the m o u n t a i n , and led o n his m e n to 

this dangerous enterprize, determined either 

to conquer, or die i n the a t t e m p t : he at

tacked i t , i n every accefiible p a r t : the Ma-

heest made an obftinate refiftance, and k i l l e d 

a n immenfe number o f their enemy ; but at 

l a d , the bravery o f the Dabomaus, and their 

Superior numbers, furmounted every d i f f i 

culty ; they routed the Mabees f r o m their 
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entrenchments, and f u m m i t . 1 A prodig ious 

daughter enfued, for there was no p o m b i l i t y 

o f e fcaping: the unfortunate remnant w h i c h 

the fword had fpared, were led i n t r i u m p h , 

captive to Abomey, where the chiefs were 

put to death, and the remainder fo ld for 

(laves. 

T h e k i n g was at this t i m e w a r m l y en~ 

gaged w i t h the o l d Wbydahs, and Popoes; 

and had occal ion for a l l his troops to re

inforce his a r m y i n that quarter, w h i c h i n 

d u c e d h i m to delirt f r o m further hoit i l i t ies 

againft the Mabees at prefent, and even to 

confcnt to a truce w i t h t h e m ; but as this 

was i l l obferved by either fide, it proved o f 

very fhort continuance. T h e Mabees, though 

defeated, were far f r o m b e i n g fubjugated; 

thofe who had fled, after the ca lamity w h i c h 

happened at Boagry, returned to their c o u n 

try , and were fr i l l a formidable enemy: efpe-

c ia l ly as the Dahomans, were now weakened 

by a feries o f near twenty years unprofi table 

wars. 

H o i t i l i t i e s were renewed, and carried o n 

as before, to the r u i n o f both countries ; 

wi thout p r o d u c i n g any t h i n g decifiye. Aha-

dee 



dee could not effect his purpofe o f i m p o f i n g 

a k i n g on the Mahees ; nor were they fo far 

h u m b l e d as to fubmit to accept o f one. 

T h e y refolved to retaliate the infult at Boagry\ 

by i n v a d i n g Dabomy-, and actually penetrated 

into that d i fmal foreft w h i c h divides Dabomy 

f r o m Ardra, i n order by that manoeuvre to 

intercept any fuccours c o m i n g f r o m the 

k i n g d o m s o f Ardra or PVbydab to the r e l i e f 

o f Dabomy : but i n confequenceof fome d i v i -

f ion i n their counci ls (a grievance to w h i c h 

republ ics are generally expofed), they re

t ired again without a tchiev ing any t h i n g 

worthy o f the boldnefs and w i f d o m o f the 

def ign. 

I n 1764, the advantage feemed to be on the 

fide o f the Dahomans, who then la id liege a 

fecond t ime to Boagry: but had not a fuffi-

cient force to render themfelves matters o f 

i t . Several o f Ahadee's fons were w i t h his 

army, to animate the foldiers by their prev 

fence ; and among them his favorite Jupera, 

his father h a v i n g fent h i m under Agaozv's 

care, to acquire m i l i t a r y excellence. T h i s 

general had been encamped above twelve 

months around Boagry ; when the k i n g , i n v 
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patient at the delay, accufed h i m .of c o w a r 

dice, and fent Mayhou to take the c o m m a n d ; 

w i t h orders to proceed immediate ly to the 

aflault. W h e n Agaozu found h i m f e l f fuper-

feded, and difgraced, he j u d g e d i t was t ime 

to confult his perfonal fafery, as he w e l l 

k n e w the k i n g ' s difpleafure to be i m p l a c a 

ble . H a v i n g Jupera, the hcir-apparcnt i n 

power, he c o u l d have taken a fevere revenge 

o f his ungrateful m a t t e r ; but he gencroufly 

del ivered h i m into Maybou's care, and w i t h 

drew privately to the Mahecs: who recc ived a 

and protected h i m . 

Mayhou, made an unfuccefsful attempt 

againft Boagry; was repulfed, and obl iged to 

ra i ic the liege : he returned w i t h his a r m y to 

Dabomy; and to add to the unfortunate 

event, Jupera d ied on the m a r c h . Ahadee 

failed i n his views, and i n fact unable to p r o -

fecute them any further, never attempted 

any t h i n g o f confequence afterwards againft 

the Mahees ; and the perfon, i n whofe favor 

he had made fo many fruitlcfs exertions, d y 

i n g fome years afterwards, both parties 

feemed heartily t ired o f the war, and agreed 

to a peace i n 1772, w h i c h f t i l l continues. 

C H A P . 



C H A P - I V . 

D U R I N G the continuance o f the Mo-

bee war, the Dahomans had to6 m u c h 

e m p l o y m e n t , i n another quarter, to p e r m i t 

them ever to breathe f rom their toi ls . T h e 

o l d Wbydabs, afffiled by the Popes, a l lowed 

t h e m no refpite on that fide. T h i s war was 

ftill more ruinous i f p o m b l c , than that w h i c h 

was carr ied o n w i t h the Mabees: the Ilibi-

mans, were generally obl iged to act. upon the 

defenfive; and even when they routed the 

enemy, c o u l d reap but l i t t le advantage f r o m 

the victory : for their country , environed by 

fwamps, and creeks, is fo defenfible by n a 

ture, that it was next to impof l ib le to purfue 

t h e m . It may be nccefiary to expla in the 

motives o f this war. 

W h e n Trudo, k i n g o f Dabomy had fubducd 

Ardra, and Toree, he led his v ictorious a r m y 

i n 1727, againft the Why dabs, who fhame-

ful ly fled before h i m j and wi thout m a k i n g 

any 



any refinance, or even t r y i n g the fortune o f 

a battle, yielded their country an eafy prey 

to the invader. M a n y were made prifoners, 

and fold for flayes; fome furrendered t h e m -

felves to the conqueror's mercy, 'and were 

admitted to be his vaflals : but, the greater 

n u m b e r efcaped, and fled out o f the country , 

t a k i n g refuge a m o n g their neighbours the 

Popoes, whofc country borders on PVhydab, to 

the wen ward, and fettled there ; i n a low, 

marfhy country , furrounded w i t h fvvamps, 

and. intcrfected w i t h many branches o f r i 

vers, w h i c h form a mult i tude o f iflands, on 

w h i c h they l ived. Thefe refugees, aflifted 

by the Popoes, w i t h w h o m they were i n c o r 

porated and became as it were one nat ion, 

bore an inveterate hatred againlt the Daho

mans; and , urged by a dehte o f regaining 

their native country, omit ted no occafion to 

barrafs them. T h e i r v i c i n i t y to fFhydah; the 

facil ity w i t h w h i c h they tranfported their 

troops i n canoes, w i t h i n two miles o f GrL 

wbee, the capital o f it j the cmbarraffed fitu-

at ion o f the king 's affairs, whofe country was 

fometimes over run by the Eyoes, and whofe 

whole force was at other times e m p l o y e d 

againft 



againft the Mahees, and this frontier left de~ 

fencelefs • afforded them many opportunit ies 

o f c o m m i t t i n g invafions w i t h advantage. 

T h e y frequently got poffeiiion o f IVhydah 

beach, and interrupted the t r a d e ; i h w h i c h 

event the f h i p p i n g were often confidcrable 

fufferers : the white people, their goods, or 

whatever property happened to be on the 

beach fell a prey to them : fometimes they 

made incur l ions u p to the t o w n o f Grkvhee, 

where the E n g l i f h , F r e n c h , and Portuguese, 

have each, a f o r t ; and i f attacked by a i i u 

perior force, they readily efcaped to their 

canoes, and eluded their purfuers : for the 

Dahomans have no addrefs i n engagements 

o n the water, as they are altogether unac

quainted w i t h the management o f canoes. 

A n occafion prefented i n the year 1741, 

w h i c h had i t been r i g h t l y managed, m i g h t 

have concluded thefe differences, to the fa-

tisfaction o f the k i n g , and to the advantage 

o f his c o u n t r y : but, over-ruled by his e v i l 

genius, he neglected the opportunity • and 

exafperated the iVhydahs m o r e than ever. 

T h e Whydahs, i n their exile, ftill adhered 

to the fyflern o f their o l d government ; and 

continued 
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cont inued to be ru led by a king: but it was 

neceifary, o n the accemon o f a new one, that 

he i h o u l d be inaugurated at Xavier, w h i c h 

had been the feat o f his anceftors, and the 

capital o f IVhydah, before the conquef t ; for 

the celebration o f w h i c h ceremony it was 

requi l i te , that p e r m i f l i o n m o u l d firft be o b 

tained f r o m Ahadee, who derived an advant

age f r o m ir , by exact ing a c o n i i d c r a t i o n for 

the l iberty o f g o i n g t h i t h e r ; and as a truce 

was neceifary for a ceffation o f hoit i l i t ies 

o n thefe occal ions, he d i d not o m i t to t u r n 

i t to account, whenever there was an o p p o r 

tunity , by e m p l o y i n g his agents to fow d i -

v i i ions a m o n g t h e m , i n hope o f r e a p i n g 

lbme advantage by that means. 

T o be k i n g o f the IVhydahs, even i n the ir 

h u m b l e d Hate, had its temptations \ and the 

brother o f the r i g h t f u l heir was, u p o n the 

death o f his father, w h i c h happened about 

that t i m e , ambit ious o f this rank. I f 

Ahadee d i d not fuggeff, he at leaft e n c o u 

raged this fcherne, w i t h a view to d i v i d e 

the IVhydahs; and afli ired h i m o f his f u p p o r t ; 

i n re turn for w h i c h , the other engaged p r i 

vately to become his tr ibutary and al ly , and 



to pay a coniiderable f u m u p o n his acccmon 

to the government. T h i s w i c k e d young 

m a n (re ly ing o n Ahadee'% protection) w h i l l t 

the ceremonies were p r e p a r i n g at Xavier, to 

invert his brother w i t h the regal d i g n i t y , had 

the audacity to murder h i m there, and the 

addrefs to be appointed k i n g i n his place ; 

and clofed his atchicvemcnt, by d e v o u r i n g 

the heart o f his unfortunate b r o t h e r ; w h i c h 

lait act. o f unnatural barbarity was the p r o o f 

required by Ahadee, o f u n l i m i t e d devotion to 

his commands . 

T h e enormity o f this action, and the e n 

gagements w h i c h the u iurper had made w i t h 

Ahadee, though intended to be kept fecret, 

d i d not altogether efcape the knowledge o f 

the IVhydahs; they fufpected what had 

paHed, and feveral o f t h e m , inftcad o f r e 

t u r n i n g f r o m Xavier to l ive under fuch a 

k i n g , remained i n the country , and fettled 

under the protection o f the Portugucfe fort 

at Gritubeeij o f w h i c h Seignior John Bajile 

was at that t i m e governor ; a gent leman o f 

humane temper and e n g a g i n g d i fpof i t ion. 

Thefe people mainta ined a correfpondence 

"with their c o u n t r y m e n , and m a k i n g a favor

able 



able report o f the governor's behavior, ant! 

o f their o w n f i tuation, many o f the o l d 

Whvdahs were induced to come and fettle i n 

the country, to avoid the horrors o f a c i v i l 

war i n their o w n : rive or fix hundred p e r -

fons eftablifhed themfelvcs peaceably i n this 

m a n n e r ; and i f this d i fpof i t ion had been 

proper ly encouraged, i n a l l probabi l i ty a 

m u c h greater n u m b e r had followed their ex-* 

ample ; but Ahadee, without w a i t i n g for fuch 

a defirable event, by w h i c h he w o u l d have 

gained a large a d d i t i o n o f ufeful and v a l u 

able fubjecls, cruel ly determined to feize 

u p o n thefe p o o r people, and fel l them for 

flavcs. T o facilitate his de i ign , the k i n g i n 

v i ted Seignior John Bafde to Abomey, on p r e 

tence o f b u f i n e f s ; but the true mot ive was, 

to have h i m i n his power. T h e governor 

proceeded on his journey, and meet ing Agaozv 

at the head o f an army u p o n the road, i n fu l l 

m a r c h towards IVhydah; he was arretted by 

the king 's order, and informed that the o n l y 

c o n d i t i o n o f regaining his l iberty was to de

l i v e r u p a l l the IVhydahs who had put t h e m 

felvcs under his p r o t e c t i o n : the governor 

urged his faith and honor p l i g h t e d to thefe 

people ; 
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p e o p l e ; and, treating the propofal w i t h c o n 

tempt, was detained pri foncr by the g e n e r a l ; 

who continued his marqh to Grizvhecy and 

encamped o n Gomicgee, a p l a i n between that 

town and the r iver , by w h i c h p o l i t i o n he 

cut oft" the retreat o f the IVhydahs to their 

o w n country . Agaozvy f i n d i n g the governor 

was determined not to betray the li'hydahsy 

offered to take a certa in quanti ty o f goods, 

as a ranfom for them : the propofal was ac

cepted, and the goods delivered ; but p r e 

tences were ftill found to detain the gover

nor, and a frefli demand for more goods was 

m a d e : thefe he alfo confented to pay, and 

fent an order to the fort for their del ivery. 

A head fcrvant o f his, a black m a n , who had 

charge o f the fort, law that they were de

c e i v i n g his mafter ; and refufed to fend any 

more goods. H e int imated his fufpicions 

to the IVhydahs, who r i n d i n g no pof l ib i l i ty 

o f efcape, refolved to defend themfelves to 

the laft e x t r e m i t y : they retired into the 

fort, and got every t h i n g i n order for its p r o 

tection ; determined, i f overpowered at laft, 

to fell their lives as dear as p o l l i b l e : Agaow 

remained quiet i n his c a m p on Gonuegec, for 

about 



about a fortnight, perhaps w a i t i n g for o r 

ders ; and then came to a refolution to at

tack the fort. T h i s was furrounded w i t h 

a w a l l and a deep moat , and mounted about 

t h i r t y guns. Jgaow's difadvantage lay i n 

h a v i n g no art i l lery ; however, early i n the 

m o r n i n g , o n the l f t o f N o v e m b e r 1741, he 

led on his troops to the ftorm, and began 

his attack o n every fide; thofe w i t h i n the 

fort were not idle ; b u t w i t h their cannon 

made a prodigious Slaughter: the Dahomans, 

w i t h that bravery w h i c h animates them o n 

a l l occafions, filled u p their ranks with frcfli 

m e n , as fait as others fe l l , and cont inued the 

aifault. A b o u t noon a quanti ty o f g u n - , 

powder i n one o f the baftions took fire, a n d 

c o m m u n i c a t e d the flame to the roofs o f the 

b u i l d i n g s , w h i c h were thatched, and b lazed 

f u r i o u f l y : this accident threw the befieged 

into great confufion, w h i c h was conf iderably 

increafed by an explof ion o f the magazine, 

i n whofe deftruction every foul near it was 

i n v o l v e d . T h e Dahomans now entered at 

the embrafures, a l m o i t wi thout oppof i t ion , 

and put every man they met w i t h to the 

fword. T h e governor's faithful fervanr, 

who 



Who had c o m m a n d e d i n the defence, feeing 

a l l was loft, threw open the gate, and w i t h a 

k e g o f gunpowder under his a r m , and a 

l ighted match i n his hand, ran, i m p e l l e d 

w i t h rage and defpair, towards the place 

where Agaow was : and h a v i n g got as near 

to h i m as he c o u l d , w i t h intent ion to make 

h i m a partner i n his o w n u n m e r i t e d fate, fet 

ore to the powder, and heroical ly b lew h i m 

fe l f to p i e c e s : his fecond i n c o m m a n d was 

taken al ive, and roafted afterwards before a 

flow fire at Calmina. Ahadee afterwards re

b u i l t the fort for the Portuguese, and d i f a -

vowed Agaow's proceedings ; d e n y i n g that 

he gave h i m any orders to act as he had d o n e ; 

but , a l though he was dcl irous to throw the 

o d i u m o f this affair u p o n his general, no one 

pretended to acquit Ahadee h i m f e l f f r o m the 

in famy o f the whole p l a n and tranfact ion. 

Agaow was about to return f rom this ex

p l o i t , when he received orders f r o m the k i n g 

to go and chaftife the people o f Jacauin; a 

country w h i c h borders immediate ly o n Why-

daht to the eaf lward: it was once a place o f 

fome confequence, and the D u t c h had for

m e r l y a fettlement there. It had been c o n -

D quered 



quered by Trudo, and annexed to his d o r m * 

nions : but the inhabitants, t a k i n g advant

age o f the; perplexed irate o f the k i n g ' s af

fairs, had neglected for fome t ime paft to pay 

the tr ibute , w h i c h had been impofed o h 

t h e m . T h i s country , l i k e that o f the Po-

poes, furrounded w i t h marines and fwamps, 

was o f difficult accefsj arid the Dahomans 

were not fufhciently acquainted w i t h the e n 

virons, to be able to make a n inroad into i t : 

but i t happened at this t i m e , that a"woman 

o f fome confequencc, b e l o n g i n g to a Jacquin 

c h i e f hav ing been g u i l t y o f fome gallantries, 

dreaded the p u n i l h m e n t o f her incOnmmcy, 

fled to Dabomy j and for a promife o f the 

royal protect ion, engaged to conduct his ar

m y through the only path by w h i c h Jac

quin could be invaded w i t h effect. Agaow 

h a v i n g this w o m a n for his guide, entered 

Jacquin unexpectedly, and extirpated the whole 

nation, not leaving a fingle inhabitant alive in 

the zvhole country *• for the poor people, h e m 

m e d i n by t h e i r impal fable moraffes, were 

* Adaunzou II. fent a few families to re-crlablifh a fettle* 
mem there id the year 1777. 

caught, 



caught, as i t were, i n a trap, and c o u l d not 

e-fcape* 

C H A P . V . 

TH E Whydahs Were too m u c h difgufted 

w i t h their new k i n g , to fuffer h i m to 

re ign l o n g over them j he had rendered h i m 

fel f fo odious, that he c o u l d not even f o r m 

a party a m o n g t h e m to fupport his preten

tions, a n d unable to make Ahadee the pay

ment, w h i c h had been p r o m i f e d at his a c -

cefTion, a l l fuCcours f r o m that quarter were 

refufed : he was therefore o b l i g e d to r e l i n -

q u i f h that government w h i c h he had a t r o c i -

oufly obtained, and withdrew to Dabomy; 

where, after wander ing about for fome t i m e 

univerfal ly defpifed, he died miferably o f a 

leprous difeafe, contracted immediate ly o n 

his return f r o m Xavier: and w h i c h the Da

homans attributed to the h o r r i d r e p a l l he had 

made there, when he devoured the heart o f 

his o w n brother. 

D » A l l 



A l l that had pal led ferved only to exafpe-

rate the exiled IVhydahs f r i l l more againft 

Ahadee, and hoit i l i t ies were renewed w i t h 

greater fury than ever : i n 1743 they e n 

larged their p l a n o f operations, and feemed 

determined to difpute the polfeflion o f IVhy

dah w i t h h i m . T h e Popoes, and al l their 

other friends, concurred i n affifting t h e m , 

an4 they invaded IVhydah w i t h a powerful 

army. T h e i r defigns had been no fecret, 

but it was out o f the k i n g ' s power to p r e 

vent t h e m : Dabomy was at that t ime over

r u n by the Eyoes ox Iaos, and every t h i n g was 

i n confufion : Agaow and the army were at a 

considerable diftance, engaged w i t h the Ma-

bees ; and IVhydah was left almoft defence-

lei's, and effectually depr ived o f any m i l i t a r y 

afliftancc: however,Caukaow* d i d every t h i n g 

that c o u l d be expected f r o m a brave and 

loyal foldier : he put his fmal l army i n r c a d i -

n e f s ; Eubiga, the vice-roy, affembled a l l 

that were able to bear arms i n the town, a n d 

j o i n e d h i m ; the Xavier Cabocheers, and a l l 

* The title of the military officer who commands in 
Whydah, 

their 



d i e i r vaflals incrcafed his f o r c e ; but ftill 

Caukaow was inferior to the enemy : however 

he was not i n t i m i d a t e d , he knew his o w n 

heart, and rel ied o n the bravery o f his f o l 

lowers. Fear never enters into the m i n d of 

a Dahoman -t cowardice is no part of his 

cornpoht ion : he marched out againft the 

enemy, and met them about a m i l e to the 

Aveftward o f the French fort. T h e generals 

o f both parties held a difpaflionate conver-

fation at the head o f their troops ; i n w h i c h 

they declared to each other their refpective 

determinations, the one to conquer, the other 

to defend the country : they drank together, 

a n d Caukaow toafted health to his k i n g , and 

fuccefs to his a r m s ; w i f h i n g that i f he was 

unfuccefsful o n that day, he m i g h t not fur-

v i v e the difgrace, but perifh l i k e the glafs, 

out o f w h i c h he had drank, darning it as he 

fpoke againft the g r o u n d , and b r e a k i n g i t 

i n pieces. T h e battle c o m m e n c e d , and was 

obftinately f o u g h t : a l l that rude f k i l l , and 

ferocious courage could effect, was executed 

o n each fide j at laft Caukaow Fell at the head 

o f his m e n , after inf l ic t ing and rece iv ing i n 

numerable wounds, and di f t ingui lhed b o t h 

D 3 as 
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as a general, and a foldier. T h e firft i n rank, 

were foremoft i n danger. Euhiga, and nearly-

a l l the chieftains o f his party were a m o n g 

the fiain j and the Xavier Cabocheers lhared 

the fame fate. T h e Dahomans, deftitutc o f 

leaders, and overpowered by numbers , were 

t h r o w n into confufion, and totally routed. 

T h e enemy next day p i l l a g e d Griwhee, 

without o p p o i i t i o n , and b u r n e d i t ; the i n 

habitants l ied out o f the country, and left 

the IVhydahs i n peaceable polfefl ion. T h e y 

f u m m o n e d the forts to fubmit , or. at leaft to 

acknowledge the new g o v e r n m e n t : but the 

governors continued attached to the k i n g , 

and refufed to accede to the propofals of

fered by his enemies. T h e o l d IVhydahs 

n o c k e d into the country i n great numbers, 

w i t h their f a m i l i e s ; and b u i l t a town u p o n 

Gonnegee, a p l a i n between Griwhee and the 

r iver , j u f l beyond a l l annoyance f rom the 

guns o f the forts. T h r e e tedious months 

clapfed after the battle, w h i c h had been fo 

fatal to the k i n g ' s affairs, wi thout his r e 

c e i v i n g any advices f r o m the governors o f 

the forts ; who began to be fo m u c h i n want 

p f prov iuons , that i t is probable they c o u l d 

not 



not have continued m u c h longer, to de

c l ine an accommodat ion w i t h the iVIydahs \ 

when a meffenger arr ived privately f r o m the 

k i n g , w i t h afiu ranees that they m i g h t de

pend u p o n b e i n g fpecdily relieved % and e n 

treating them to perfevere i n his caufe for a 

few days longer. T h e meffenger, h a v i n g 

g iven this i n f o r m a t i o n , eluded the v ig i lance 

o f the IVjjydahs, and returned w i t h the fame 

fecrecy. Ahadee, f inding that the forts c o n 

t inued true to his intereft, d i d not defpair 

o f recover ing the country : he had not been 

idle before i n m a k i n g every provi f ion that 

was i n his power . ' H e recalled Agaow out 

o f Mahee, and, as foon as the Eyoes p e r 

mit ted h i m , by re turning to their o w n c o u n 

try, he muttered a l l his Dahomans, and i n 

creased his general's army to f i f ty-thoufand 

m e n . T h i s formidable a r m y arr ived i n Why-

dab i n ten days after the meffenger had been 

there. A s the Wydahs d i d not expect, t h e m , 

they were not prepared for an encounter ; 

they were attacked, defeated, and d r i v e n out 

o f the c o u n t r y ; by w h i c h means the pof-

fefiion o f i t was once more fecurcd to the 

k i n g , 

D 4 1-ct 



4 0 MEMOIRS OF t h e r e i g n 

L e t us ceafe for the prefent at tending 

t h e m through their fubfequent hoit i l i t ies , 

and proceed to relate an aifair o f fome m o 

ment w h i c h fol lowed next i n order o f t i m e 

i n this country . 

C H A P . V I . 

H E k i n g d o m o f IVhydah h a v i n g been 

* • recovered by this fortunate event, Aha

dee appointed a perfon named Tonga, to be 

Eubiga (or v ice-roy) over i t , i n the place o f 

his predecefTor who had p e r i l h e d w i t h 

Caukaow, i n the late bloody conflict w i t h the 

IVhydahs : he was a m a n o f v io lent paflions ; 

v a i n , p r o u d , and a m b i t i o u s ; he mainta ined 

a great n u m b e r o f domeftics and attendants, 

w h o m he attached to his perfon by his l i 

beral i ty ; and t o his intereft by p r o t e c t i n g 

t h e m i n their v i l la inies , and fcreening t h e m 

f r o m j u f t i c e i n defiance o f the k i n g . H i s 

oppreflions rendered h i m odious to the gar-

rifons at the for ts ; and his great influence 

a n d 



a n d wealth gave no fmal l uneafinefs to the 

k i n g ; who neverthelefs d i d not care to a t 

tack h i m openly , but waited a l i t o p p o r t u 

ni ty to get h i m into his hands by ftratagem, 

or furpr ize . W h i l e Ahadee was w a i t i n g to 

a c c o m p l i f n this purpofe, Tanga was meditat

i n g n o t h i n g lefs, than the a c q u i l i t i o n o f 

Why dab k i n g d o m for himfel f . A d a r i n g 

project, and not j u i t i f i e d by even a p lauf ib le 

mot ive ; for, b e i n g a eunuch f r o m his i n 

fancy, he had no c h i l d r e n to be elevated to 

royal d i g n i t y . T h e poll; w h i c h he already 

poffeffed was a very honorable one, and his 

opulence fo confidcrable, that i t a m p l y af

forded h i m the grati f icat ion o f every defire, 

except that o f infatiable a m b i t i o n . H i s 

p l a n was, to g a i n polfeffion o f the Englijh 

fort, and t h e n to declare h i m f e l f k i n g . 

T h e c o m m a n d o f any o f the forts w o u l d 

have been a confiderable afTiftance to his de-

f i g n ; b u t he preferred this , f r o m a n o p i 

n i o n w h i c h prevails i n the country that i t is 

impregnable. T h e fpot o n w h i c h William's 

Fort* Hands, was formerly dedicated to re-

* The Englifo caftle in Whydah is fo called. 
l ig ious 
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l igious purpofes, and to the exercife o f fa~ 

ered ceremonies: the deities w h i c h were for

m e r l y worfhipped there, are fuppofed f l i l l 

to protect i t ; and, i n compl iance w i t h the 

fupcrft i t ion o f the natives, the governors 

p e r m i t a houfe w i t h i n the walls o f the fort 

to be appropriated to Nabbakou, the t i tular 

g o d o f the place. I t has hitherto been fo 

fortunate, as to efcape thofe calamities 

w h i c h the other forts have experienced • a 

c i rcumltance , rather extraordinary, as the 

IVhydah k i n g , when he fled f rom Xavier, at 

the t ime o f the Dahomans invafion o f his 

k i n g d o m , took fnelter there; and found p r o 

tection i n i t , u n t i l there was an opportuni ty 

o f conveying h i m i n fafety out o f the c o u n 

try . T h i s m i g h t poflibly have brought u p 

o n i t , the vengeance o f the Dahomans \ h o w 

ever, they d i d not appear to refent i t ; t h o u g h 

they plundered the French fort at that t i m e , 

and afterwards that w h i c h belonged to the 

Portuguefc, as we have already related • but 

the Englijh fort, h a v i n g met wi th no f i m i l a r 

d iuiHer , f lood h i g h i n the o p i n i o n o f the 

natives : and Tonga deemed the acquisit ion 

cf 



o f it o f greater importance to his defigns, 

than al l the others. 

W h e n Tanga's fcheme was ripe for execu

t i o n , lie attempted to furprize William's Fort, 

i n Auguji, 1745, i n the f o l l o w i n g manner. 

U n a e r pretence o f m a k i n g a p u b l i c v i l i t to 

the forts, he gave directions that a certain 

number of his men m o u l d be ready to at

tend h i m . W h e n the vice-roy vifits the g o 

vernors, i t is cuftom&ry for h i m to be ac

c o m p a n i e d by four or five hundred m e n , u n 

der a r m s ; befides the muficians, flag-bear

ers, umbrel la-carr iers , and feveral employed 

immediate ly about his p e r f o n ; a m o u n t i n g 

perhaps to one hundred more. U p o n the 

prefent occafion, Tanga, felected a l l thefe 

out o f his beft men, w h o m he c o u l d rely on , 

and knew to be devoted to his w i l l ; and 

hoped, that by i n t r o d u c i n g them, without 

fufpic ion, into the fort as ufual, he m o u l d 

eafily make h i m f e l f matter o f i t . Before he 

departed f r o m his own houfe, he f u p p l i e d 

his m e n w i t h a m m u n i t i o n , and ordered them 

to load their m u f k e t s ; an order w h i c h a p 

peared ft range t(* thofe who were not a p -

prifed o f his fecrct intentions. T h e E n g l i f h 

l ingui f t , 



Jinguift , who was accidentally prefent, frruck 

w i t h this c ircumftancc, f l ipped away p r i 

vately, and acquainted M r . Gregory, the 

E n g l i f h governor, w i t h what he had feen. 

M r . Gregory's fufpicions- were raifed by the 

i n f o r m a t i o n , and he made a p r o p e r ufe o f i t , 

by p r o v i d i n g for the fecurity o f his fort, 

whi l f t Tonga was p a y i n g a vi f i t to the F r e n c h 

governor. M e ordered his guns to be loaded, 

and the gate fhut, before the v ice-roy a r 

r ived ; and when he came, refufed to a d m i t 

h i m into the fort, unlefs he d i fmi f led his 

retinue ; Tanga refufed to c o m p l y , and p r o 

tected againft fuch an exception, as a n u n 

precedented i n d i g n i t y , to w h i c h i t became 

h i m not to f u b m i t : he threatened, and 

foothed alternately, but to no p u r p o f e ; the 

governor w o u l d not recede f rom his deter

m i n a t i o n j and Tanga, f i n d i n g i t i m p r a c t i 

cable to introduce his ruffians, returned 

home extremely chagrined at the d i f a p -

p o i n t m e n t . 

A p p r e h e n d i n g f r o m the governor's unufual 

precaution, that his defigns were difcovcred j 

he began to fortify his houfe. Ahadee on re

c e i v i n g intel l igence o f what had pal led, de

clared 



d a r e d h i m a traitor, and fet a pr ice upon his 

h e a d : fome troops were fent to attack h i m , 

w h i c h he engaged, and defeated ; but more 

fuccours a r r i v i n g , they befieged h i m i n his 

houfe, f r o m whence he made frequent fallies, 

and fometimes w i t h fuccefs • but his ftrength 

d i m i n i f h e d dai ly by the lofs o f m e n i n thefe 

fk irmifhes , and he favv no profpect o f e x t r i -

c a t i n g himfel f . I n this d i l e m m a he confult- . 

ed his priefts ; who, h a v i n g performed their 

fuperftitious rites, informed h i m , T h a t his 

fafety alone depended upon g e t t i n g into the 

Englijb for t ; this was no eaiy matter to effect.• 

he was ciofely befieged by the k i n g ' s troops, 

a n d u p o n b a d terms w i t h the Englijb g o v e r n o r ; 

who, befides a b h o r r i n g his rebe l l ion , had not 

forgiven an inful t , w h i c h he received f r o m 

h i m fome months before ; when i n company 

w i t h the other governors, he was g o i n g to 

Abomey, to c o m p l a i n to the k i n g o f his v i c e 

roy's opprefl ivc c o n d u c t ; Tanga, a p p r i z e d o f 

their intentions, met them o n the road at 

Ardra, where he feized t h e m g and h a v i n g 

kept t h e m for fome days prifoners i n the 

f U b l e , a m o n g his horfes, brought t h e m b a c k 

w i t h h i m to IVhydah, fufliciently h u m b l e d , and ;*. 

debarred •« 



debarred from a l l accefs to the k i n g . U n d e r 

thefe circumftances the only refuge pointed 

out to h i m by the priefts (and w h i c h they had 

• probably advifed for this reafon) feemed a l -

m o l t unattainable : but his affairs were • des

perate, and fomething muff be a t t e m p t e d ; he 

harangued his adherents, intrcated their af-

fiftance, and d i f t r ibuted a l l his treafures 

a m o n g t h e m : his l i l k s , his coral , his g o l d , 

were lavifhed without referve, to animate 

t h e m on this emergency : his wives (for 

t h o u g h an eunuch he had a feraglio o f fome 

hundreds) j o i n e d their perfualions, and his 

people at length w o r k e d up to an attachment 

and refolution w o r t h y o f a better occal ion, 

refufed to facrifice h i m to their o w n fafety -

w h i c h they m i g h t have obtained by de l iver

i n g h i m u p : they determined to force their 

way through the k i n g ' s troops, conduct, their 

matter to the E n g l i i h fort, and there r e c o m 

m e n d h i m to the governor's mercy . T h i s 

refolution b e i n g adopted, the w o m e n , d r e a d 

i n g a reverfe o f fortune, and defpair ing to 

meet again w i t h fo indulgent a l o r d , put each 

other to death : the oldelt firft i l a u g h t c r i n g 

the y o u n g ones, and then g u t t i n g their o w n 

throats* 



throats. T h i s melancholy office be ing p e r 

formed, and the houfe fet on fire to deftroy 

the r e m a i n i n g effects, and prevent their f a l l 

i n g into the k ing 's hands j Tanga a n d his 

party, w i t h fuch part o f his treafurc as was 

moft portable, tal l ied forth, and made good 

their palfage t h r o u g h the k i n g ' s troops, d i 

rect ing their courfe for the E n g l i f h c a t t l e ; 

f r o m whence they were fired upon, as they* 

approached, '.and Tanga retreating into the 

garden, received a mot w h i c h ended at once . 

his life and a m b i t i o n . O r i g i n a l l y , and i n his 

youth, a captive, and a Have, he had the 

addrefs to recommend h i m f e l f to Abode?*, 

fr iendfhip, who raifed h i m to the highei t 

rank : but his infolence, w h i c h was i n f u p -

portable ; a n d his ingrat i tude to his bene

factor, proved how unworthy he was o f the 

favors he had received. W h e n he fe l l , his 

adherents immediate ly d i f p e r f e d ; fome ef-

caped out o f the country, but the greater 

part o f t h e m were taken, and fuffered, as they 

deferved. 

T h e affection o f Tango's, wives, w h i c h i m 

pel led them i n the defperate cr i l i s o f his af

fairs to devote themfelves to death, may p e r 

haps 



haps appear romant ic , i f not incredible* 

T o expla in this, i t is neceifary to obferve, 

that Tanga d i d not guard his w o m e n w i t h 

that jealous eye and {trier, confinement w h i c h 

is ufuai i n that part o f the w o r l d . — T h e 

feraglio was only a necefTary appendage to 

flie p o m p and fplendor o f his rank ; and out 

o f this refervoir he generoufly f u p p l i e d a l l 

his fervants w i t h wives. S u c h unprece

dented bounty conci l iated the fincercft re

g a r d o f thefe people. E v e r y young m a n 

w i t h i n his j u r i f d i c t i o n was ambit ious o f ferv-

i n g Tanga: to his feraglio he appeared, not 

the r i g i d ja i ler , nor the tyrannic ufurper o f 

the a f f e c t i o n s ; — but the generous arbiter o f 

its Jivelieft pleafures. H i s w o m e n c o u l d 

not but be charmed w i t h a f reedom, w h i c h 

n o other feraglio enjoyed ; and w o u l d not 

furvive that fe l ic i ty and protect ion w h i c h 

was to terminate w i t h the exiftence oj" their 

maiter, and o f their lovers, whofe r u i n 

feemed inevitable. 

C H A P . 
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*ANGA and his followers were not u n -

* worthy o f the fate they met w i t h ; a n d 

i f Ahadee had reftricted his vengeance to 

thofe who really deferved i t , his character 

w o u l d have been lefs except ionable ; few 

real occanons offered to i n c u r his d i fp lea-

f u r e ; fo general was the d i fpof i t ion a m o n g 

his people to f u b m i t i m p l i c i t l y to his w i l l , 

and to applaud a l l his ac t ions ; but t h r o u g h 

the whole tenor o f his re ign , every man's 

fafety was precarious, i n p r o p o r t i o n to his 

meri t , or w e a l t h : not content w i t h b e i n g 

univerfal heir to their effects, a n d that every 

t h i n g his fubjects d ied poffeffed o f belonged 

to h i m , the innocent inhabitants o f whole 

vil lages were fo ld for Haves, to raife fupplies 

for his extravagance: a n d a l though this 

gr ievance was repeated at his plcafure, fuch 

was their f u b m i i u o n and attachment, rhat 

none prefumed to c o m p l a i n . Unrcafonable 

E fufpicions 



fufpicions occupied his breaft, fo that they 

who fervcd h i m w i t h folicitous f idelity, and 

became eminent by their exploits , and fuc-

cefs, were generally at length the objects o f 

his envy and horror . A m o n g thefe was 

SbampOf who fignalized h i m f e l f on many o c -

cation:;, and held a confidcrable poft i n the 

army : he was the d a r l i n g o f the foldiers, 

and every tongue was bufy i n his praife : fuch 

meri t c o u l d not fail to excite a tyrant's j e a -

loufy. Ahadee f rom that moment deter

m i n e d to cut h i m oif. Shampo had a lifter i n 

the k i n g ' s houfe, w h o , by fome means, got 

i n t i m a t i o n o f the k i n g ' s d e f i g n : flic c o u l d 

have no interv iew w i t h her brother, for the 

k i n g ' s w o m e n are forbidden to h o l d dif-

courfe w i t h any man ; but as the was at l i 

berty to fend p r o v i i i o n s for b i s t a b l e , f r o m 

the royal manfion, fhe concealed a knife and 

a cord , wi th a noofe on the end o f i t , a m o n g 

the v ic tua ls ; f rom w h i c h expremve a l l u f i u i , 

her brother was at no lofs to c o m p r e h e n d , 

that he was doomed to fuffer, either by the 

c o r d , or by the fabre. H e faved h i m f e l f by 

a precipitate flight, and carried a confider-

able part o f the army along w i t h h i m into 

the 



the Popoc country , where he was received i n 

a manner fuitable to his mer i t . T h e Popes 

promoted h i m to the c o m m a n d o f their ar

m y : w h i c h port he enjoyed to the day o f his 

death i n 1767, and bore to the laft an i m 

placable e n m i t y againft the ungrateful 

Ahadee. 

Agaow, who had ferved h i m zealoufly, and 

executed his orders w i t h great fuccefs, was 

lefs fortunate, and fell a v i c t i m to his cruelty ; 

the fame Agaow, who had bravely ftormed 

the Portuguefe fort, who had recovered Why-

dab, and taken Boagry: who had i n fome 

meafure reftored the d e c l i n i n g g l o r y o f the 

country , and once ftood fo h i g h i n the ef t i -

m a t i o n o f his k i n g , that after beftowing many 

favors u p o n h i m , he was defirous to let the 

whole w o r l d fee how m u c h he honored his 

favorite Agaow; and actually gave h i m leave 

to b u i l d a houfe two fortes high ; w h i c h , h o w 

ever, the general modeftly dec l ined. 

Where, the inhabitants are i n fuch abject 

ftavery, that they muft not fit u p o n a chair , 

becaufe i t ' i s an indulgence referved for white 

people, and a few only o f the p r i n c i p a l men, 

who enjoy this h i g h pr iv i lege , by efpecial 

E 2 g ^ c c 
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grace and favor f r o m the k i n g ; where none 

may prefumc, o n p a i n o f certain death, to 

have a door o f boards for his houfe, to de

fend h i m f r o m the weather; nor to make it 

decent, by whitewashing the inter ior p a r t ; i n 

fuch a country, to have p e r m i f h o n to b u i l d a 

convenient houfe, is a m a r k o f extraordinary 

dist inct ion ; but Agaoxv d i d not cont inue l o n g 

to enjoy his matter's f m i l e s ; he was feized 

and brought before the k i n g , who accufed 

h i m o f an i n t e n t i o n to w i t h d r a w f rom the 

k i n g d o m , and f o l l o w i n g the e v i l example o f 

Shampo (who had j o i n e d the Popoes), to fly 

i n t o the country o f the Mahces. N o t h i n g 

c o u l d be more unjuft than this f u f p i c i o n ; 

and Agaozv, w i t h a b e c o m i n g ftrmnefs, re

p l i e d , it is fa id , to this effect: " I have m a -

" nifefted m y zeal o n various occasions for 

" your ferv ice ; and thought no m a r c h fa-

" t i g u i n g , no battle hazardous, whi l t t execut-

" i n g y o u r w i l l ; m y actions, Co often c rowned 

« w i t h fuccefs, have added affluence and honor 

«• to your k i n g d o m . W h a t part o f m y conduct 

** has cxpofed me to this accufation ? Y o u 

" have, as pledges o f the fidelity o f your Have, 

** m y aged mother, m y wives and m y c h i l d r e n 

«* i n 



O r BOSSA AHADEE. 53 

" i n your hands. W h e r e , or to w h o m i n p r e -

" ference m o u l d I go ? I have conducted your 

" armies, and fpread deft-ruction t h r o u g h a i l 

" the nations around u s : is it probable I 

r < fhould throw m y f e l f into the arms o f thofe 

" who tremble at m y name? O f thofe, whofe 

" country I have l a i d wafte, and led the i n h a -

" bitants captive, i n t r i u m p h to your g a t e ? " 

T h e k i n g delired h i m to acknowledge h i m 

fel f g u i l t y , and truft to his royal c l e m e n c y ; 

Agaow refufed to atteft a fahhood, and was 

ordered to immediate execution. T h e per

fon whofe bulinefs it was to p e r f o r m this 

h o r r i d duty, though hackneyed i n deeds o f 

death, was too m u c h fhocked o n this o c 

casion, to acquit h i m f e l f wi th propriety ; the 

f c i m i t a r failed, i n his hand, to perfor in the 

office o f beheading, it only m a n g l e d , the u n 

happy v i c t i m . H e was fent back to p r i f o n , 

and Strangled there. T h e f a m i l y o f this 

brave man are now fo m u c h reduced, that his 

eldest fon was g lad to f ind e m p l o y m e n t as a 

fervant i n m y factory. 

C H A P . 
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C H A P . V I I L 

T UHWhydahs, amfted by the Popoes>zxi& 

directed by the fagacious advice o f 

ohampo, became more formidable than e v e r : 

they vif i ted the Whydah Beach, and gave 

frequent interrupt ions t o trade. I n d i f p u t -

i n g the poffefTion o f Whydah Beach, the Da^ 

bcmans were often very r o u g h l y handled, and 

as often returned unfuccefs fu l : they had loft 

numbers o f their m e n i n ' t h e f e lkirmi ' fhcs; 

when their priefts at laft difcovered, that 

their oracles had forbidden them to attack 

the enemy o n the Beach, but had ordered 

that they fhould wait i n readinefs, between 

Griwhee and the r i v e r ; and that the party 

w h i c h fhould firft crofs the r iver , a n d . b e g i n 

the attack, fhould i n f a l l i b l y be routed. T h i s 

was no unwelcome difcovcrj*, becaufe it a f i 

forded a Jahvo for their honor, and an apo

logy for f u b m i t t i n g to infults , w h i c h they 

were too weak to refent. 

P H The 



• T h e k i n g at 1 aft took the refolution o f 

m a k i n g a powerful .effort, to reitrain thefe 

p e o p l e ; ancl i n . 1753, T o m e t ime after the 

t a k i n g o f Boagrv, when a k i n d o f truce w i t h 

the - Mahees afforded h i m fome leifure, he 

lent a numerous a r m y againft them. " T h e y 

were provided w i t h fome canoes; arid feized 

Others b e l o n g i n g to - the e n e m y , ; w h i c h ena

bled t h c n r to penetrate into their country* 

but h was.a, mode o f warfare which ' they d i d 

nd'rf we l t . iunder f land. Xhcwpo, who c o m 

manded the confederated •fVbjdtfbsKfid fo. 

poes,' b y pretending, to [jBjfJ • Iencouraged the 

fo{bmam:ta:z&vamevdegrees they were 

bewildered a m o n g fwamps,. rivers a n d m a r l h -

e~>, in a wretched country^ where provi fmns 

began t o fail them t however, ' they puttied 

bo ld ly forward, h o p i n g to b r i n g the ert&hly 

to a n engagement ; but Sbampo o u t w k i e d 

them * vand,< by the;, doxterity o f his I m a 

noeuvres, he drew therri on to that narrow 

d i p o f ' b a r r e n fand, w h i c h reaches nearly 

from Vo/ta to Benin, and is f rom h a l f a m i l e 

to three miles i n breadth, between the fea 

and a r i v e r , ' w h i c h runs: nearly paral le l to 

the Beach, for about two hundred m i l e s : 

l i 4 here 
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here the retreat o f the Dahomans was effec

tually cut off, and the Popes employed 

themfelves i n f i r ing at t h e m at their It i fure, 

f r o m the ir . canoes; but the greater part 

perifhed by difeafe, and famine. T h e y were 

fo numerous (fay the, Popoes, who perhaps 

may exaggerate) that the fifh o f the r iver , 

afiifted by the beafrs, and birds o f prey, 

were not able to eat t h e m a l l ; but their p u 

t r i d carcaffes corrupted the air , and o c c a 

sioned a peftilence i n the country. T h e 

whole army was l o l l here, except twenty-four, 

w h o m Shampo fent back, to acquaint Ahadee 

w i t h the fate o f their companions : when 

they had to ld their fad tale, Ahadee ordered 

thet%_ to immediate execution, b i d d i n g them go 

exprefs to the fhades, to i n f o r m their c o m 

rades how m u c h he di fapproved their c o n 

duct i n the w a r ! 

T h e next affair o f any confequencc that 

occurred was i n 1763, when the o l d IVhydahs 

a n d Popes, i n their t u r n , invaded IVhydah : 

Shampo himfelf , was too o l d and i n f i r m to 

take the field w i t h t h e m , but his fon c o m 

m a n d e d ; and was accompanied by the whole 

flower o f the Popoe c h i e f s : they advanced 

into 
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into the country without oppof i t ion, for o l d 

Honmut who was then Eubiga, or vice-roy, 

w o u l d not venture out to r i l k a battle, but 

remained i n Griwbee w i t h his m e n , to defend 

the t o w n . T h e Popoes were advancing to at

tack i t before he ventured to engage t h e m : 

he was wounded and carried off the field 

early i n the fight, and the c o m m a n d devolved 

o n Baddely, who made a gal lant defence, but 

was o b l i g e d to y i e l d to the fuperior force o f 

the e n e m y ; and retreated w i t h his m e n t o 

wards the F r e n c h fort, i n expectation o f be

i n g protected by their guns; but he was dis

a p p o i n t e d : t h o u g h the k ing 's honor, and 

the fafcty o f the country were at flake, 

though the enemy had begun to fet the fub-

urbs o n fire, the F r e n c h fired n o t h i n g but 

powder at them. T h i s neutrality, i f it de-

ferved the name, however p o l i t i c it m i g h t 

be, was certainly not very g r a t e f u l ; for i f 

the manner i n w h i c h the k i n g ufually treated 

his o w n people were never fo exceptionable, 

yet the whites had n o t h i n g to reproach h i m 

w i t h , i n his conduct towards them. H e 

was always refpectful, and generous to a de

gree o f p r o f u f i o n : i n a l l difputes between 

them, 
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them, and his fubjects, i f they had but the 

c o l o r c f juflice on their fide/1 he .deter

m i n e d i n their favor : and the complai fance, 

c i v i l i t y and refpect, w i t h which they are u n i -

verfally received i n his dominions , are greatly 

o w i n g to his o w n confpicuous example. 

T h e Popoes, animated by the conduct o f 

the F r e n c h , advanced bo ld ly : <BaddeIy and 

his men were obl iged to fly before them : 

the Popes thought they had n o t h i n g morc-to 

fear, and were p r e p a r i n g to b u r n the v ice

roy's quarters ; in their way thither, they 

had to m a r c h p a l l tho E n g l i i h fort, where 

M r . Goodjon, the governor, had a w a r m re

cept ion provided for them ; w h i c h they d i d 

not expect : his cannon, loaden w i t h mufket 

balls , and grape-mot, m a d e a prodig ious 

havock a m o n g them, and threw them into 

the utmoft confufion ; they c o u l d not a&-

vance, and it was fome t i m e before they had 

prefence o f m i n d , to confult their fafety by 

flight. T h e Dahomans, at this inftant, r a l 

l i e d , h a v i n g j u i t received a conliderable re-' 

i n f o r c e m e n t ; the Popoes had taken them at 

a di fad vantage, they were not expected o n 

that day, and as it was feed-time, ^the v i c e 

roy 



roy h a d permit ted h a l f his people in the 

m o r n i n g , to go to their plantations ; thefe 

were now returned, and Baddely led them on 

to the p u r f u i t : there could not be a more 

comipleat v ictory. O f th ir ty- two general 

officers, d i f t ingui fhcd by the, large umbrellas 

w h i c h were carried over t h e m , t h i r t y were 

k i l l e d o n the fpot. Afftirrey, Shampo's fon, 

efcaped from the field ; but overwhelmed 

w i t h g r i e f and fhame, fat d o w n beneath a 

tree and m o t h i m f e l f ; only one furvived to 

conduct the mattered remains o f their army 

back . T h e k i n g had di fpatchcd Agaow and 

the army d o w n before, but they d i d not ar

rive t i l l next day- M r . Goodfon had the fole 

mer i t o f the v ictory , as the k i n g gratefully 

acknowledged. 

T h e 'Dahomans, now weakened by a l o n g 

feries o f unprofitable wars, were unable to 

fol low u p their victory ; but contented t h e m -

felves w i t h d r i v i n g the enemy out o f the 

country : and the Popoes and IVhydahs h a v i n g 

loft the flower o f their m e n , a n d . o f their 

generals i n the late engagement, attempted 

n o t h i n g o f moment after this ; tho ' hoit i l i t ies 

w e r e continued on a fmaller fcale for feve-

r a l 
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ral years: confined merely to p l u n d e r i n g p a r 

ties, and occal ional v i l i t s to Wloydah Beach ; 

where the effects o f the white traders o n 

l a n d i n g or e m b a r k i n g , fometimes fel l in to 

their hands : but i n 1772, a peace was h a p 

pi ly concluded, under the m e d i a t i o n o f 

Lionel Abfon, E f q . governor o f William"> Fort, 

to the mutua l advantage o f b o t h parties : 

who after forty years o f war, now enjoy the 

profits and pleafures o f undisturbed c o m 

merce and focial intcrcoufe. T h i s able g o 

vernor beftows fo m u c h attention o n this 

affair, and is fo c i rcumfpcct on the tranfac-

tions o f both parties, by w h o m he is equally 

refpected, and acknowledged to be an i m 

partial u m p i r e between t h e m ; that whilst 

he continues to fuperintend t h e m , a f i r m 

peace may probably continue. 

Ahadee worn out w i t h years and inf i rmit ies , 

engaged i n n o t h i n g w o r t h re la t ing after 

this. H e died on the 17th o f May, 1774 ; 

and was fucceeded by Adaunzou I I . the pre

fent k i n g . 

A J O U R N E Y 



A J O U R N E Y 

T O T H E C O U R T O F 

B 0 S S A AHADEE, 

K I N G OF D A H O M Y , 

In the Year 1772. 

JXTHYDAH, once a flourifhing and i n . 

dcpent k i n g d o m , but now a m a r i t i m e 

prov ince o f the Dahoman empire , is fituated 

to the eastward o f the Gold CoaJI; between 

the rivers Volt a, and Benin. T h e road i n 

w h i c h m i p s that trade there anchor, is i n 

6 cleg. 27 m i n . n o r t h lat i tude. L a n d i n g is 

always difficult and dangerous, and fre

quently impract icable for fevcral weeks to

gether, f rom the violence o f the breakers on 

the 



the more • and can only be effected i n canoes, 

w h i c h the m i p s take w i t h them from the 

Gold Coaft: they are manned w i t h fifteen or 

Seventeen Fantees each, hired f r o m Cape Coaft 

o r El Mi>?a; hardy, active men, who under

take this bufincfs, and return i n their canoe 

to their o w n country, when the captain, i n 

whofe e m p l o y they fcrve, has f m i l h c d his 

trade. 

Grigue or Griwhee, the capital o f this p r o 

vince, fituated on a fandy p l a i n , about three 

miles f r o m the fea, is a large, straggl ing 

town, w h i c h contains about eight thoufand 

inhabitants. It is the residence o f the v ice

roy, who is amfted i n his c o m m a n d by t w o 

other Cabocheers, and a m i l i t a r y officer o f 

h i g h rank. T h e E n g l i f h , F r e n c h , and P o r -

tuguefe have each a fort here, a n d fcveral 

c o m m o d i o u s factories, for the a c c o m m o d a 

t i o n of captains o f t r a d i n g m i p s , who p u r -

chafe here between five and f ix thoufand 

flaves annual ly . 

M y bufmefs r e q u i r i n g an interview w i t h 

the k i n g , I appl ied to the vice-roy for the ne-

ccfTary attendants, and was furnifhed by h i m 

w i t h a l inguist, f ix h a m m o c m e n , ten porters, 

a n d 



and a captain o f the gang ; who was rc fpon-

l ib le for the conduct o f the others : my o w n 

Servants, and a few others attending on the 

captain, who were armed, made up our n u m 

ber thirty . 

T h e porters, hav ing each received their 

Several loads, w h i c h confuted, belides a m a t -

trefs, a Small t runk o f wear ing apparel , and 

Some provisions and l iquors for myfelf, o f a 

cafe or two o f fpirits w h i c h I provided for 

their o w n ufe, fome bags of cowrie fhells (the 

current money o f the c o u n t r y ) , for defraying 

our cxpenccs, and a few pieces o f l i l k for 

prefents, let off by day l i g h t ; and 1 got into 

m y h a m m o c , and c o m m e n c e d m y journey 

to Abomey at i i x i n the m o r n i n g o f lelruary 1, 

J 7 7 2 . 

I n pafTing by the market place, I found a 

great number o f people collected there, and 

obferving fome large umbrellas a m o n g t h e m , 

I concluded that the v icc-roy and his C a b o -

cheers were o f the party : Surprized at this 

early alfembly, 1 lent a t e n a n t to inquire the 

occal ion of i t ; but before he c o u l d return, a 

n u l l e n g e r f r o m the v ice-roy, who had dis

covered my approach, accosted me w i t h a 

mcflage 



meffage f rom his matter, r e q u e u i n g to fpeak 

to me before m y departure. I found h i m 

pair ing fentence o f death o n a c r i m i n a l , a 

m i d d l e aged woman, who was o n her knees 

before h i m , i n the midft o f a c i r c l e formed 

by his attendants. I requefted her life m i g h t 

be fpared ; and, f r o m the circumstance o f his 

h a v i n g fent for me, flattered m y f e l f that m y 

offer to purchafe her for a flave, would be 

accepted j but I was d i f a p p o i n t e d : he t o l d 

m e the k i n g h i m f e l f had confidered the of

fence, and decreed the fentence ; w h i c h was, 

* that her head m o u l d be cut off, and fixed 

" u p o n a Stake" w h i c h was l y i n g by her, and 

w h i c h fhe had been compel led to b r i n g w i t h 

her, f r o m Abomey, for that purpofe. 

D u r i n g this converfat ion a l i t t l e g i r l , 

p r o m p t e d by curiosity, and ignorant o f what 

was d o i n g , made her way t h r o u g h the c r o w d ; 

a n d d i f c o v e r i n g her mother , ran to her w i t h 

j o y to congratulate her o n her return. T h e 

poor w o m a n , after a more embrace, faid, 

" G o away, c h i l d , this is no place for y o u , " 

a n d fhe was i m m e d i a t e l y conveyed away. 

T h e vice-roy proceeded i n his fentence, 

w h i c h the poor wretch heard w i t h feeming 

indifference. 



ividifference, p i c k i n g her teeth w i t h a ftraw 

Which (lie took up f r o m the g r o u n d . W h e n 

the vice-roy conc luded his charge to the 

Spectators, o f obedience, f u b m i i h o n and o r 

derly behavior, w h i c h the k i n g required f rom 

a l l his people ; the delinquent received a 

blow on the back o f her head, w i t h a bludgeon 

f r o m one o f the executioners, w h i c h level led 

her to the g r o u n d ; and another fevered i t 

f rom the body, w i t h a cutlafs. T h e head 

was then fixed on a pole i n the market place, 

and the body was immediate ly carr ied to the 

outi ide o f the t o w n , and left there to be de

voured by w i l d beans. 

T h e perfon that was executed was one o f 

thofe who kept a l i t t le {hop i n the m a r k e t ; 

and a few days before, on d i fcover ing that 

fome trifle had been Itolcn f rom her, lhe took 

from the fire a f m a l l ( t ick, one end o f w h i c h 

w a s b u r n i n g , and w a v i n g it over her head 

(a ufual cuftom i n the country) exc la imed 

aloud «* W h o e v e r has taken m y property , i f 

< f they do not return it , I wi fh they may die 

a n d be extinguished l i k e this ( t i c k . " I n 

£°*ng through this ceremony, a fpark t'dlon 
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the dry thatch o f one o f the huts, and fet the 

market on fire. 

After a delay o f ha l f an hour on this d i f . 

agreeable occal ion, I refumed m y journey. 

T h e face o f the country , though flat, is ex

tremely agreeable ; it is mol f ly open, and a 

considerable p o r t i o n o f it cu l t ivated , inter-

fperfed w i t h fome c l u m p s and groves o f lofty 

and luxur iant trees. I n an hour and an h a l f 

we approached the town o f Xavier, w h i c h is 

environed w i t h plantations o f yams, potatoes, 

cal l ivanccs, and c o r n ; for w h i c h there is a 

ready market at Grizvhec. 

Before the Dabomy conquest i n 1727, when 

IVhydah was an independent k i n g d o m , this 

was the residence o f the k ings o f IVhydah, 

and the E n g l i f h , F r e n c h , D u t c h , and P o r t t i -

^uefe had forts or factories here, on w h i c h 

thofe at Grizvbee were dependent : but thefe 

were abandoned on that event, and the gun3 

removed by the conqueror , Gnadja Trudo, to 

hi:; palaces at Ardra, Cahniva, and Abomey'-

no vestige o f them now remains, but the 

moats w h i c h furrounded them. T h e l i te o f 

the palace o f the Whydah k ings can alfo ftiU 

be aiccrtaincd, by the trench w h i c h e n c o m -

patfed 



palled i t : the place is now overgrown w i t h 

lofty trees, and is held facred by the repre

sentatives o f that unfortunate family , who 

l ive i n exile w i t h the remains o f their c o u n 

t r y m e n i n the v i c i n i t y o f Popoe j and on his 

acceflion to the government o f his few and 

needy vaflals, the new k i n g m u l t come to 

this fpot to be inaugurated. 

A l l writers who have defcribed this c o u n 

try, extol its natural beauties and the ferti l i ty 

o f its foi l j previous to the conqueit i t is faid 

to have been fo extremely populous that land 

was c la imed as private property ; and the 

inhabitants, f rom their great advantages i n 

commerce (this b e i n g the great mart o f trade 

for a very extcnl ive tract, o f the inter ior 

country) , are faid to have abounded i n riches. 

A n anecdote w h i c h I have heard o f the laft 

k i n g o f IVhydah, f r o m the o l d people o f the 

country, confirms his wealth i n fome d e 

gree. 

W h e n Capt . Ogle (afterwards S i r C h a l o n e r ) 

w a s fent in 1722, i n the Swallow m a n o f war, 

to the coaft o f A f r i c a , i n queft o f Roberts, 

r h e pirate, he landed at IVhydah, and ac

quainted the k i n g w i t h the purpofe o f his 
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errand. T h e k i n g told h i m , " I f he fhould 

" fecure that rafcal Roberts, who had l o n g 

1 1 infefted his coaft, he w o u l d give h i m fifty-

" f ix pounds o f g o l d duff ," p o i n t i n g to an 

i r o n h a l f hundred weight that lay near h i m , 

w h i c h was to afcertain the quantity . Capt-

Qgle fell i n w i t h and took Roberts's fhip, the 

Royal Fortune, at Cape Lopez; Roberts was 

k i l l e d i n the engagement; the pirates were 

tr ied and condemned at Cape Coajl, where 

moft o f t h e m were executed ; but h a l f a 

dozen o f them were carr ied to Whydah, a n d 

hanged t h e r e ; and the k i n g di fcharged his 

promife by g i v i n g C a p t . Ogle the handfome 

reward he had p r o m i f e d h i m . 

W e made r.o halt at Xavier, the h a m m o c 

m e n chuf ing to j o g on at their ufual rate o f 

about five miles per hour j r e l i e v i n g each 

other occasionally. F r o m thence to Toree 

took up two hours. It is but a f m a l l t o w n , 

and, b e i n g a convenient ftage, the i n h a b i t 

ants derive fome advantage f rom f u p p l y i n g 

travellers w i t h refreihment. It is feparatcd 

from the province of Whydah by a pretty deep 

a n d rapid river, whofe banks are covered 

with Irately trees, and a great deal o f clofe 

underwood. 



underwood, w h i c h afford a convenient flicl-

ter to elephants, o f w h i c h there arc plenty 

hereabouts. 

T h i s r iver was formerly the northern 

boundary o f the IVhydah k i n g d o m ; and 

when the Dahomans croifed i t , inftead o f 

d i f p u t i n g the palfage, or r i l k i n g a battle i n 

defence o f their country , the infatuated Why* 

daJjs contented thcmfelves w i t h p l a c i n g , w i t h 

great ceremony, the ferifh fnake in the path, 

to oppofe the i n v a d i n g a r m y ; w h i c h not 

anfwering their hopes and expectations, they 

deemed a l l other refinance v a i n , and fled 

precipitately before the conqueror. W e 

croifed the river over a tolerably good br idge , 

formed by wooden piles placed at proper 

distances, and covered w i t h faggots and 

hurdles. 

H e r e we overtook our porters, and the 

hammoc men b e i n g difpofed to take a l i t t le 

reft and refrefiiment, I intended to amufe 

m y f e l f w i t h ftrolling t h r o u g h the t o w n , . a n d 

v i e w i n g i t . T h o u g h I purpofed to be alone, 

I found m y f e l f fol lowed by m y c a p t a i n ; o n 

te l l ing h i m I d i d not require his attendance 

then, and that he m i g h t remain w i t h his 
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companions, he repl ied, that " t h e Torees 

" were a itrange fort o f people, and had bad 

" c u f t o m s ; and, as he had to anfwer w i t h 

«' his head for m y fafety, he would not truft 

" me alone a m o n g a people who made a 

" practice o f eating m e n : " though I was 

pretty certain his fears for . me were unne-

ceffary, yet to make h i m eafy I returned to 

m y party, reflecting o i l the prejudices w h i c h 

people re i rd ingat not more than twenty miles 

diftance entertained o f their neighbours. 

W h e n the h a m m o c m e n had retted a l i t t le , 

-and taken a flight repait, we re lumed our 

journey , and proceeded to a fmal l town, 

ca l led Azozvay, w h i c h we reached i n a couple 

o f hours ; the road very good, but no fettle-

incuts or plantations between the t w o p laces ; 

and as the country was covered wi th t h i c k 

woods, and the grafs grew luxuriant ly , higher 

than our heads, w h i c h prevented a free c i r 

culat ion o f air, I found the heat, now that 

the fun had gained the m e r i d i a n , fo ex-

tremply fat iguing, that when we reached 

Azoway, I readily confented to the h a m 

m o c men's propofal , o f h a v i n g my h a m 

m o c fufpended under the fhade o f a fpread-

'nvo i 
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m g tree, whilst: they went to bathe in an a d 

j o i n i n g r iver, w h i c h refreihed them exceed

i n g l y ; and we proceeded w i t h freih Spirits 

for Ardra, w h i c h we reached i n two hours. 

Ardra was once the capital o f a great and 

powerful k i n g d o m , whofe d o m i n i o n extended 

from Volt a to Benin ; i t is pleafantly Situated 

on a gently r i f ing eminence o f gravel ly f o i l . 

A prodigious number o f p a l m trees grow i n 

the neighbourhood o f it, w h i c h add greatly 

to the beauty o f the profpect, and Supply 

the inhabitants w i t h great quantities o f the 

o i l , w h i c h they b r i n g to market at Whydah 

i n large callebafhes that contain f rom live to 

ten or twelve gallons each. T h e k i n g and 

feveral o f his great men have houfes here ; 

but they feldom v i i i t them, and it is n o w 

greatly reduced f r o m what i t formerly was. 

I was conducted to apartments i n a houfe 

b e l o n g i n g to one o f the k ing 's officers, 

w h i c h are appropriated to the a c c o m m o d a 

t i o n o f white men o n their journey , and was 

presented, by the m a n who had the care o f 

it» with a j a r o f cool water, and a pot o f the 

country beer, cal led pit to • w h i c h favor I 
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acknowledged, by returning a flaflc o f 

brandy. 

H e r e we refolved to flop for the day, and 

m y retinue, having deposited their baggage 

i n m y apartment, and fufpended the cotton 

h a m m o c i n w h i c h I travel led, w i t h the m a t -

trefs i n i t , for my night 's l o d g i n g , went to 

the quarters p r o v i d e d for them, and left me 

to recover, i n filence and retirement, f r o m 

the fatigues o f the day; nor was I interrupted 

by any imjjertinent cur iof i ty o f the t o w n s 

people d u r i n g the remainder o f i t , and palfed 

the night w i t h o u t even a bolt to the door, 

i n the mol t perfect fecurity. M y flecp, h o w 

ever, was greatly interrupted by the incef-

fant h o w l i n g , r o a r i n g and b a r k i n g o f w i l d 

beafts, part icu lar ly the jackals , ca l led by 

the natives twetwees who, as i f it had been 

its regular pol ice , cont inued p r o w l i n g 

through the town d u r i n g the whole n ight , 

and disturbed us w i t h their execrable cries. 

T h e y are fierce, voracious animals , about 

the Size o f a large m a l l i I f d o g , but m u c h 

Stronger i n a l l their parts, part icu lar ly the 

jaws, teeth and legs, w h i c h are r e m a r k a b l y 

(trong : their feet arc very large, and armed 

w i t h 



w i t h formidable claws. T h e y quit their 

retreats i n the woods foon after dark, and 

range i n troops through the towns and p l a n 

tations, i n queft o f food : any domestic a n i 

m a l that is not fecured i n a houfe, or at leaft 

w i t h i n h i g h walls, is fure to become their 

prey ; but Scarcely any t h i n g comes amifs 

to t h e m : when they cannot get better fare, 

they eat any k i n d o f trafh. I have fre

quently feen the Stomachs o f thofe that have 

been k i l l e d , f u l l o f pieces o f b r o k e n c a l l c -

baihes that had once contained o i l i n them ; 

and o f o l d dry cow-hides, that had been ufed 

for cover ing the rolls o f Portuguefe tobacco. 

T h e y are the greatest devourcrs o f the car-

cafes o f thofe who are executed as c r i m i n a l s , 

orfacr i f iced at the p u b l i c festivals. 

T h e y readily difcover dead bodies that are 

interred, and drag them out o f their graves : 

this is a j o i n t operation o f Several; and when 

they have got their prey before t h e m , they 

dance and caper round it w i t h great e x u l 

tat ion for fome t ime, before they devour i t . 

W h e n any o f t h e m Singly falls i n wi th a 

booty, he changes the horr id roar ing w h i c h 

he ufed i n the purfuit , to another v i le note, 
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w h i c h is to fummon. his companions to come, 

and partake w i t h h i m j and it is by the fame 

note they announce thedi fcovery o f a h u m a n 

grave, and collect, a party to explore its c o n 

tents. I never knew an instance where they 

attacked a cow, that they d i d not feize the 

iidder firlt; and in IVhydah, where they arc 

very numerous, I have often k n o w n cows 

refcued f rom t h e m , w i t h the lofs o f that 

part , by the fpeedy exertions o f the people 

r u n n i n g immediate ly to the place where the 

piteous bcj lowings o f the poor a n i m a l d i 

rected them. I a m furprized, that M o n f . 

Bujfbn fhould o m i t to ment ion, that though 

t h i s a n i m a l has a ftrong refemblance i n 

figure to the wolf, and canine fpecies, it d i f 

fers f rom thern i n a Striking feature, by 

h a v i n g only two teats, which arc placed one 

o n each fide o f the breaft, l i k e a monkey *. 

* M i r i f i c a pudendorum confermatio extat. A iocmina, 

mas haud facile dignofci poteft. L a l i t a n t penis ac teftcs 

intus, fu'ntcr cutem hypogaftricam. Per foramen effluit 

urina ; penifque i n coitu detruditur. ' T a n t a m autein 

r i m a labi is muliebribus profert f u n i l i t u d i n c m , ut , fpecic 

p r i m a , valde ambiguum fexus eftimetur, et quali Herman 
fbrodiiicum. 
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T h e k i n g d o m of Ardra was reduced, both 

i n extent and power, by the revolt and repa

rat ion of feveral provinces, before it was 

attacked by the Dahomans, under Giadjd 

Trudo, in 1725. H o w ever, the Ardra s made 

a n obfiinate refntance, and are faid to have 

loft fifty thoufand m e n in a battle near this 

t o w n , which lafted three days, before they 

were fubdued. 

E a r l y on the next m o r n i n g , (February 2d) 

we cont inued our journey acrofs a very agree

able country, and h a v i n g palfed through two 

vil lages, ftopped at a town called Haz-ee and 

b r e a k f a i l e d : i t is but an inconi iderabie 

place, though the k i n g has a houfe i n i t . 

O u r flay here was no longer than neceifary, 

and we proceeded to Whybow; w h i c h place, 

I reached about ten o 'c lock , and was k i n d l y 

received by the hofpitable o l d Cabocheer, 

who prov ided an excellent d inner for me, and 

gave m y whole retinue abundant proof o f 

his l iberal i ty , by Supply ing them plent i fu l ly 

w i t h good cheer. T h i s o l d man's name was 

Jabrakou; he.had been a warr ior i n his youth, 

and h a v i n g acquitted h i m f e l f w i t h reputa

t ion, was rewarded w i t h the government of 

this 



this town. I found h i m a keen fportfman : 

he d i d not l i k e domestic animals , he faid, 

but the chace furnifhed h i m w i t h a variety 

o f delicacies, and he Ihewed me his larder, 

w h i c h was wel l f lored w i t h buffalo, venifon 

o f different fizes, and forts, w i l d hog, and 

Agouti, or Bufh-Cat; o f a l l thefe he preffed 

m e to partake, for m y journey, w h i c h though 

I decl ined as hav ing no occal ion for, yet on 

c o m i n g away, he i n f i l l e d on m y accept ing a 

couple o f n i c e g u i n c y fowls, w h i c h , he faid, 

he had ordered to be roafted for m y Supper. 

It was w i t h m u c h difficulty I prevailed u p o n 

h i m to accept a fmal l prefent i n return ; 

w h i c h he refufed to do, u n t i l I promifed to 

Spend a few days w i t h h i m on a h u n t i n g 

party, at my return. 

I recollect Moufieur Buffon fays, the Aguti 

is pecul iar to the new w o r l d ; and is found 

no where but i n America. T h e y are grega

rious animals , abound i n this part o f Africa, 

and are esteemed a great dainty by the n a , 

fives. T h e Bujh-cat, (by w h i c h name i t is 

dJ11 ingui i l ied a m o n g the B r i t i f h traders at 

this coaft) approaches nearly i n the length 

o f its body, to that o f a ful l g r o w n hare, 

and 



and is rather thicker . T h e body, when d i 

verted o f its f k i n , appears incafed w i t h fat, 

tike a hog . T h e ta i l is fhort, and not bufhy. 

I do not remember the number o f its c l a w s ; 

but the feet are f m a l l , and do not feem 

formed for b u r r o w i n g i n the earth. T h e 

h inder legs are longer than the fore ones, 

and the ears are rounded and fhort. T h e 

lads who feized and brought them to me 

for fale, related that the practice was to wait 

for thefe animals i n their haunts, m o r n i n g 

and evening. T h a t they were generally feen 

i n companies (or probably families) o f f if

teen, or twenty, f o l l o w i n g one another i n 

the fame path . T h e head-molt were fullered 

to pafs on unmolested, and then an affault 

was made upon the rear o f the party w i t h 

Sticks • and by this manoeuvre, two or three 

were ufually taken pr i ibners . O n my afk ing 

the reafon, why they d i d not make their 

first attack u p o n the leaders ? they repl ied, 

that i n fuch cafe, the affailants would be ex-

pofed to the fury o f a l l that f o l l o w e d ; and 

that their bite was extreme!',' fevere : this, I 

was induced to believe, as they arc furnifhed 

"With two very formidable inc i fcry teeth i n 



the upper j a w . But by b e g i n n i n g w i t h the 

rear, there was l i t t le danger, becaufc, thofe 

w h i c h were already pal led, continued to 

m a r c h on, without d is turbing thcmfelves 

about the fate o f their companions. T h e 

m u z z l e o f the Bujh-cat (except that the u p 

per l i p is d i v i d e d l i k e that o f a hare) is 

not very unl ike that o f a r a t ; the upper j a w 

project ing confidcrably beyond the lower. 

Instead o f foft hair , they are covered w i t h 

h a r f l v coarfe, ftiff briftles, w h i c h adhere fo 

l l ight ly to the f k i n , as to be Separated by a 

f l ight touch. T h i s creature is endued w i t h 

a power o f erecting its bristles, w h i c h are o f 

a browni fh colour, clouded with dark /pots. 

It is on the authority o f the Brajilian F o r -

tugucfe captains who trade at Whydah, that 

I SuppoSc this a n i m a l to be the Agouti-, Sor 

thefe pcrSons alfured me, that i t is not at a l l 

different from thofe w h i c h are fo c o m m o n i n 

Brajil • and the F r e n c h captains, who had 

been at Cayenne, concurred i n the fame o p i 

n i o n . T h e A f r i c a n Agouti, is very fat, and 

its flefh tattes greafy, and Strong, unlefs i t 

has been cured by f m o a k ; w h i c h is a 

preparation 
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preparation that makes it exceedingly p a 

latable. * 

H a v i n g ftaid w i t h m y o l d friend u n t i l 

evening, I fct off for Appoy, w h i c h is an hour 

and a half 's journey j and lodged there, i n a 

houfe provided by the k i n g ' s order, for the 

accommodat ion o f white people. I was 

now come to the difagreeable and t ru ly 

fat iguing part o f the journey, and j u d g e d 

fome 

* Pifo (flift. Nat. lib. 3.) enumerates five fpecies of" the 

Lepus i n Bra/il; o f w h i c h the Agouti is the t h i r d . I n 

the circurnftances particularly o f its bulk and fpots, the 

Bujk-cat o f Whydah feems to have a nearer refemblance to 

the Paca, w h i c h ftands forcmoft i n his c lari f icat ion. T h e 

A m e r i c a n Agouti is rather a fmaller a n i m a l ; has fhort round 

ears; its h inder feet are armed w i t h fix claws, and its 

anterior w i t h only f o u r : when i t is eating, i t holds the 

food between its fore paws, and fits erect on its haunches. 

It produces feventeen young ones at a l i t ter , thrice i n the 

year. In PcreLabat s Voyage anx IJIes de lAmerique, is a 

bad figure o f i t ; but his defcription is very correct. H e 

fpcaks o f three fpecies obferved i n the Carib iflands. Pder 
Martyr allots the fame number to the i f land o f S. Domingo : 
they were the common food o f the Indians, who called 

lneni the Uti, or Outi, which fcarcely differs from the con

tinental name, Acouti. 

^ hat i t is common to Africa and America, is a curious 

fact. Are we to fuppofe, that there once cxiifed an actual 

junct ion 



fome reft: neceifary, previous to enter ing 

upon i t . H e r e the great wood commences, 

through w h i c h , the path is fo narrow, 

c r o o k e d , and bad, that i t is impoif ible to be 

j u n c t i o n o f the two continents ? O r , that an intercourfc 

o f navigation prevailed' between them i n remote ages, 

p r i o r to any hif lory or t radi t ion that has reached us ? T o 

the former fuppofition i t w i l l be objected, that the elephant, 

and other quadrupeds o f Africa, have never (as far as we 

are informed) been feen i n America, either by the I n d i a n 

A b o r i g i n e s , or by the f i r i l European difcoverers; and that 

America, i n its t u r n , pofTefles fome not yet known to exi f l 

i n Africa; as the tamandua, & c . Navigators , indeed, 

might tranfport f rom one country to the other, a breed o f 

the fmaller efculent quadrupeds, as the Agouti for example. 

T h i s is a fubject upon w h i c h a great deal o f various con

jecture may be hazarded; but o f w h i c h nothing can n o w , 

w i t h certainty be k n o w n . 

Father Labat, who was an admirer o f good cheer, and 

not uninflructed i n the art o f cookery, has g iven a receipt 

for the bel l manner o f dreffing this animal . H e tells us, 

that " nrft o f a l l i t is to be fcalded w i t h m i l k , l ike a p i g ; 

and, when intended for the fpi t , great care m u l l be taken 

*' to fi l l its paunch w i t h a r i c h fluffing, compofed o f the 

" harflet m i x e d w i t h yolks o f eggs, fwect herbs, and fpicery. 

*' I have eaten i t , fays he, many a t ime, drcfled according 

" to this,' and other falhions, and always found i t an ex-

" cellent d i m , and o f cafy d i g e i l i o n . " T o m . I I I . fo. a J . 

carried 



tarr ied i n a h a m m o c , even at the prefent, 

w h i c h is the best and driest feafon o f die 

year. 

W e entered the wood at three O ' c l o c k i n 

the m o r n i n g , February 3 d , w i t h the advan

tage o f a b r i g h t m o o n , and ferene Iky: T h e 

captain o f the guard difpofed his men, fome 

i n front; fome i n the rear, w i t h loaded 

mulkets , to defend us f rom the attacks o f 

w i l d beasts, w i t h w h i c h this dreary wood 

a b o u n d s ; two o f the h a m m o c m e n , c a r r y 

i n g lanthorns w i t h l ighted candles i n them, 

o n each l ide o f me, on w h i c h the natives 

have great reliance for t e r r i f y i n g the beafts 

o f prey : the whole party Singing, and fhout-

i n g as l o u d as they c o u l d bel low -y b l o w i n g 

their trumpets , and f i r ing mulkets occasion

al ly , w h i c h , w i t h the chatter ing o f monkeys , 

a larmed at our approach, the fqua l l ing o f 

parrots, the roaring o f w i l d beafts, and the 

c 'raihing and rust l ing o f elephants through 

the underwood, formed the m o l t h o r r i d d i f -

c o r d that c o u l d be conceived. 

Af ter a fat iguing m a r c h o f five hours, we 

reached Agrimee, a fmal l town on the opposite 

fide o f the w o o d ; where we halted fome 
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t ime, to breakfaft; and then rcfumed our 

journey to Calmina, w h i c h we reached i n two 

hours. Calmina is a large t o w n , and may 

contain about fifteen thoufand inhabitants. 

T h e k i n g frequently relides here, and has a 

fpacious houfe, w h i c h occupies wi th its 

appendages, a lmolt as m u c h g r o u n d as 

St. James's Park: it is inclofed w i t h a h i g h 

m u d wal l , w h i c h forms nearly a fquare. O n 

a former vif i t , I meafured one fide o f it, 

and found it one thoufand /even hundred paces 

l o n g ; in the centre is a gateway, and large 

guard -houfe, on the roof o f w h i c h , are ex-

pofed, a great n u m b e r o f the fkulls o f p r i 

soners taken in war. 

A t Calmina, I was introduced into apart

ments i n Mayhotds houfe, where I met a 

mclTenger f rom h i m , w i t h c o m p l i m e n t s , to 

rongratulatc me on my fafe a r r i v a l ; and de-

f i r i n g to be i n f o r m e d , what t i m e I propofed 

to enter Abomey, and whether I would c o n -

fent to be received in Jlate, by the great offi

cers o f the court? w h i c h ceremony, conf ins 

o f the pr ime m i n i f l e r , and other head m e n , 

c o m i n g out about h a l f a mi le , on horleback, 

•with numerous attendants, under a r m s ; who 

p e r f o r m 
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p e r f o r m their m i l i t a r y exercife, and fire a 

few rounds of m u f k e t r y ; after w h i c h , the 

great m e n al ight , and receive the ftranger 

Under the fhade o f large umbrellas ; prefent 

h i m firft w i t h a tumbler o f cool water, and 

afterwards w i t h a fmal l glafs o f f p i r i t s ; 

w h i c h is drank to the k ing 's health j and 

then they proceed o n foot, to accompany 

h i m into the town. 

I declined thia honor, as .agreeing but 

badly w i t h my prefent f a t i g u e ; and di f -

mihed the meifenger, charged w i t h c o m 

pl iments on m y part, to his m a i l e r ; and re

mained there t i l l evening. I n the i n t e r i m , an 

o ld lady o f the houfe p r o v i d e d me w i t h an 

excellent dinner, w h i c h came very feafonably, 

as the porters, w i t h m y provisions, d i d not 

a r r i v e i n t ime, o w i n g to their fatigue i n 

c r o l l i n g the w o o d . 

I left Calmina at five i n the evening, a n d 

profecuted my journey for Abomey, w h i c h I 

reached i n two h o u r s : the intermediate 

country is cleared o f trees, and fhe road, 

w h i c h is an excellent one, l y i n g h i g h , af

fords a very p lea l ing profpect o f the c o u n 

try, w h i c h I found i n h i g h cu l t ivat ion , 
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chiefly o f corn and callivances, for the fup-

p l y o f the adjoining towns. H a l f w a y , be

tween Calmina and Abomey, is a country houfe 

o f the k ing ' s , and a v i l lage called Dazvbee ; 

Which was the ancient residence o f his fa

m i l y , and the capital o f their l i t t le territory, 

before they emerged f r o m their or ig inal ob-

f c u r i t y ; when his anceflor, Tar.odanon, early , 

i n the laft century, gained Calmina by treach

ery, and Abomey by force o f a r m s ; w h i c h 

laid the foundation o f the Dahoman great

ness. 

O n my Arrival at! the gate o f Abomey, I was 

faluted w i t h fifteen guns, and conducted W 

the white men's apartments i n Mayhou'n 

houfe ; whofe i teward waited on me, w i t h a 

prefent f r o m his matter, o f a j a r o f cool 

water, a pot o f pitto, and fome fowls. May^ 

hou foon made his appearance, a c c o m p a n i e d 

by Eubipab the v i c c - r o y o f Whydah, and pre-

fented the k i n g ' s c o m p l i m e n t s on m y Safe 

a r r i v a l , and efcape f r o m accidents, or ficlo

ne fs o n the journey ; w h i c h was fol lowed by" 

a-prefent f rom the k i n g , o f a fheep, fome 

fowls, two jars o f pitta, two bafkets o f c o r n 

flour, 



flour, a callebafh o f p a l m o i l , one o f fait, 

and a rlalk o f brandy. 

H a v i n g had occafion to m e n t i o n Mayhou^ 

name, it may be neceifary to expla in his 

office, and that o f a few others, who w i l l be 

introduced i n the fequel. T h e p r i m e m i n i f -

ter is called Tamegab: he is the iirff. c i v i l 

Officer o f the l latc , and ranks immediate ly 

after the k i n g . ; he is the only perfon i n his 

d o m i n i o n s whofe head the k i n g may not take 

off at his p l e a l u r c . It is Tamegab's duty to 

afliti the k i n g w i t h his advice, and to a i d 

h i m i n the cares o f government. U p o n the 

deceafe o f the k i n g , he, and Mayhou, have 

the power o f a p p o i n t i n g w h i c h o f his fons 

is to fucceed to the g o v e r n m e n t : t h o u g h the 

f u l l fon born after his father's accel l ion, i * 

cleemed the heir apparent, yet, i f they t h i n k 

h i m unworthy to fucceed, they have a r i g h t 

to confer the fovereignty o n fome one o f his 

brothers, w h o m they j u d g e poffeffed o f f u -

per ior mer i t and abil i t ies. T h e next i n rank 

is t t i led Mayhou ; he is alfo a counfel lor o f 

the k i n g , and acts as m a i l e r o f the, ccre-

a i o n i e s ; he directs, or fuperintends the p u b -

&C feltivals o f the c o u r t ; and has the care 
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o f a l l ft rangers that v i l i t Dabomy, whether 

Europeans, M o o r s , or N e g r o ambalfadors 

from n e i g h b o u r i n g ftates. Tamegah, and he, 

are judges i n c r i m i n a l cafes s and one, or 

other of them, are almoft constantly wi th the 

k i n g , i n f o r m i n g h i m o f every circumftanee 

that paifes. Agaotv is commander i n c h i e f 

o f the a r m y . Eubigab is vice-roy o f Why* 

dab: the l i teral traflation o f his t i t le is, 

i ( Captain of the white mend* Jabou, is matter 

o f the horfe ; he has the care o f c r i m i n a l s , 

and is to fee their puni ihments inflicted ; 

he has alfo the fuperintendance o f the p l a n 

tations, w h i c h fupply the k ing 's houfhold 

w i t h p r o v i s i o n s ; and to fee that the women 

who are to cultivate them are not remifs i n the 

difcargc o f their duty . Thefe are the p r i n 

c ipa l perfonages o f the k i n g d o m ; to w h i c h 

offices they have no hereditary c l a i m , b e i n g 

appointed to t h e m by the king 's part icular 

favor, arising f rom the o p i n i o n he entertains 

o f their qualifications and abi l i t ies . 

T h e court was engaged at this t ime i n the 

celebration o f a grand feit ival , w h i c h c o n t i 

nues feveral weeks, and is cal led '* the an* 

" nual cuffoms j * * when the king, waters the 

graves 



graves of bis ancejlors with the blood of many hu

man vittims. T h e governors o f the forts at 

Whydah are expected to attend, and make a 

prefent on the occal ion ; w h i c h m o u l d c o n -

list o f at leaft one piece o f Indian damaik, 

o r fome other handfome f i l k : the vice-roy 

o f Whydah, and the governors o f the d i f 

ferent towns and provinces , muff, be there 

w i t h their prefents alfo, and g ive an account 

o f their conduct, and o f every circumstance 

w h i c h the k i n g will ies to be informed of. 

T h e y who acquit themfelves to his Satis

faction, have the honor to receive fome m a r k 

o f his a p p r o b a t i o n ; w h i c h is generally a 

large cotton c l o t h , manufactured i n the Eyo 

country, o f excellent w o r k m a n f h i p , w h i c h 

they afterwards wear for an upper garment . 

T h e b lack merchants, or t rading men, and 

indeed every head o f a family m u l t alfo at

tend for a few days, and b r i n g a quantity o f 

cowries, proport ioned to their c ircumstances: 

each o f them endeavours to m a k e his p r e 

fent ( w h i c h is i n fact a tax) as refpe citable as 

he can ; and would be repr imanded, or per

haps p u n i i h e d , i f he d i d not do fo. T h e y 

are a l l attended by their domestics, and the 
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y o u n g fellows a m o n g them, who arc desirous 

o f h a v i n g female companions, b r i n g , each, 

the favings o f their indul fry , i f it amounts 

to five cabefs, or twenty thoufand cowries, 

w h i c h they lay before the k i n g ' s g a t e ; and 

prostrat ing themfclves i n the dul t , beg to 

be favored w i t h wives,; w h i c h is general ly 

c o m p l i e d w i t h . T h e females are handed 

out f r o m the palace, and distributed a m o n g 

the p e t i t i o n e r s ; and the cowries received i n 

r e t u r n . E a c h m u l t take the female that is 

afligned h i m ; be fhe o l d , or y o u n g ; h a n d -

fome or deformed ; he is obl iged to receive 

h e r : fometimes, I have k n o w n the k i n g ' s 

wives, who are the agents i n this bufinefs, 

hand out i n mal ic ious fporr, the man's m o 

ther to h i m , w h o m he m u l t m a i n t a i n after

wards ; and wait, content, t i l l his c i r c u m -

fiances enable h i m to try his l u c k o n fome 

future occafion. 

T h e Mate pr inciples f rom w h i c h this mode 

o f Supplying wives is derived is, that " pa-

" rents have no fort of property in their children 

l < in the Dahoman territories :"• they " belong 

« entirely to the king" and are taken f r o m 

their mothers, at an early age, and d i i t r i 

buted 



buted i n vil lages remote f rom the places o f 

their nativity ; where they remain fubject to 

his future appropriat ion o f them, w i t h but 

l i t t le chance o f their being ever feen, or at 

l e a l l recognized by their parents, after

wards. T h e m o t i v e for this , is, that there 

may be no family connections, or c o m b i n a 

t i o n s ; no a l f relations, that m i g h t be i n j u 

rious to the k ing 's u n l i m i t e d power. H e n c e , 

each i n d i v i d u a l is detached, and u n c o n -

nested ; and h a v i n g no relative for w h o m 

he is interested, is folicitous only for his o w n 

fafety ; w h i c h he confults, by the m o l t a b 

ject fubmiff ion, and obedience. H e r e , p a 

t e r n a l affections, and f i l ia l love fcarcely 

c x i i t . M o t h e r s , inltead o f c h e r i l h i n g , e n 

deavour to fupprefs thofe attachments for 

their offspring w h i c h they k n o w w i l l be v i 

olated, as foon as their c h i l d r e n are able to 

undergo the fatigue o f b e i n g removed f r o m 

t h e m . 

O n the annual return o f the Cujhms (at 

w h i c h all m u l t attend, unlefs prevented by 

hcknefs) , every perfon b e i n g immediate ly i n 

the k i n g ' s power, they who have been guilty-

p i any del inquency, are apprehended w i t h 

out 



out any t r o u b l e ; and an inquiry into fmall 

offences is frequently deferred to that time ; 

but on a fu fp ic ion o f crimes that m e r i t i m 

mediate i n q u i r y , fuch as imprudent f a m i l i 

arity w i t h the k i n g ' s w o m e n ; witchraft , or 

theft ; the offender is v i f i ted by certain mef-

fengcrs, cal led ha!f-heads-y ( f rom h a v i n g one 

h a l f o f their heads fhaved, a n d the hair per

m i t t e d to grow to its fu l l length o n the o t h e r ; 

w h i c h , w i t h h a l f a dozen f ir ings o f h u m a n 

teeth that reach from the r ight Ihoulder acrofs 

the breaft and back to the oppofitc knee, 

gives them a Strange appearance) thefe m c f -

fengcrs hear the merits o f the cafe before the 

magistrate o f the town j and i f the offence 

is proved, they either carry the c r i m i n a l ' s 

head w i t h them, i n a bag, to fhew the k i n g 

that fentence has been executed j or conduct 

h i m to the capi ta l , to receive his p u n i f h m c n t 

there. 

A t this f 'me too, the k i n g informs h i m f e l f 

p a r t i c u l a r l y , o f the behavior o f each o f his 

fiaves; the meanelt o f w h o m have accefs to 

h i m u p o n this o c c a l i o n ; and, i f in jured, has 

an opportuni ty o f a p p l y i n g perfonal ly , and 

i n pr ivate for redrefs 5 w h i c h is a check o n 

the 



the conduct o f thofe i n power, and, no doubt, 

prevents them from oppressing their inte

r iors . There are indeed but few instances 

o f perfonal injuries i n this country ; for as 

they are all (laves to the k i n g , thofe who en

j o y any pre-eminence are cautious how they 

abufe their fellow Slaves, left they incur the 

difpleafure o f their c o m m o n m a i l e r : a n d 

f r o m this terror, i n quarrels between equals, 

they content themfelves w i t h expreffing 

their indignat ion i n mutual i n v e c t i v e ; and 

rarely proceed to b lows, left a king'sJlavc 

fhould be h u r t ; w h i c h would be o f ferious 

confequences to the aggreffor. 

1 was Suffered to r e m a i n uninterrupted i n 

m y apartments the day after m y a r r i v a l , to 

recover f rom the fatigue o f the j o u r n e y ; ex

cept, that towards evening, an o l d m a n 

begged leave to come in ; and a p p r o a c h i n g 

w i t h great refpedt, produced a f m a l l ca l le-

bafh, c o n t a i n i n g a few pebbles, w h i c h he 

t l i r n e d out upon the floor, and, c o u n t i n g 

them deliberately over, fhewed me there 

^ere fifteen o f them ; w h i c h , I recollected, 

Was the number of guns that were fired on the 

preceding e v e n i n g ; and finding that he was 

the 



the gunner, I paid h i m his perquisite o f an 

ackey of cowries, and a rlafk o f b r a n d y ; and 

desired h i m to .{hew me his art i l lery , to w h i c h 

he readily agreed, and conducted me to an 

•open fpace i n the town, where I found t w e n 

ty-two two pounders, and two fixes, without 

any carriages; not arranged for defence, but 

l)\ng o n logs o f wood, to be fired occasion

ally for falutcs, and on p u b l i c rejoicings. 

T h e town is large, and may contain about 

twenty-four thoufand inhabitants . It is bui l t 

wi thout any order, or the least regard p a i d 

to the regularity o f the Streets. A number 

o f fmal l huts for the w o m e n , and a fhady 

p i a z z a or two for the master, the whole i n -

plofed wi th a h i g h mud wall, f o r m the ac-r 

commodations o f each f a m i l y . It is f i t u 

ated u p o n a dry gravel ly p l a i n , and is f u p -

p l i e d w i t h water f r o m a r ivulet near two 

m i l e s off, w h i c h makes that article dear,* 

and a n u m b e r o f women are e m p l o y e d i n car

r y i n g it round the town, i n earthen pots , to 

f e l l . T h e town is furrounded by a wide and 

deep d i t c h , but has no breaft-work• nor does 

i t appear how they have difpofed o f the clay 

that has been d u g out o f i t , unlefs i t has been 

expended 



expended i n constructing the m u d walls o f 

•their houfes. There are, i n different places, 

four wooden bridges acrofs this d i t c h , and a 

guard houfe at each, i n w h i c h fome foldicrs 

are Stationed. 

T h e k i n g has two houfes, cal led Dahomv 

and Gringomv, i n the town, and another w i t h 

out the gates, cal led Dampogey • they are about 

the fame dimenl ions as that at Calmina; and, 

l i k e it , are inclofed by a mud wall, about 

twenty feet h i g h . In pa l l ing the guard houfe 

at the door o f Griugonn houfe I obferved a 

great number o f human Ikulls , fixed on fmal l 

Hakes o n the roof o f i t : they were the head.? 

of prifoners taken i n war. O n each fide o f 

the door was a p i le o f human heads, at lea ft 

fifty i n e a c h ; and at a few yards dif lance, 

opposite to the door, was a f m a l l ft age about 

ten feet h i g h , on w h i c h lay about two dozen 

heads o f unfortunate v ic t ims, who had been 

lacr i f iccd a few days before, at fome o f the 

-ate feftivals. 

O n m y return, I received a meflage f r o m 

the k i n g , who del i red to fee me next m o r n -

•H? hi Dabomy houfe. I prepared, a c c o r d -

l M y , f o r m y v i l i t , by u n p a c k i n g a very 

hand fome 



handfome fedan chair , and a chamber organ, 

w h i c n I had prev ioudy lent up f r o m IVhydah* 

Thefe I fent early i n the m o r n i n g by m y 

porters to the palace, and followed them, at 

ten o 'c lock, February 5, a c c o m p a n i e d by 

my l ingui f t . I was received at the door by 

Mayhou; o n each fide o f i t was a h u m a n 

head, recently cut off, l y i n g on a flat ftone, 

w i t h the face d o w n , and the bloody end o f 

the neck towards the entrance. I n the guard 

houfe were about forty w o m e n , armed w i t h 

a mufket and cutlafs e a c h ; and twenty eu

nuchs, w i t h b r i g h t i r o n rods i n their hands • 

one o f w h o m Hipped away, to announce m y 

a r r i v a l ; and Mayhou, w a l k i n g cautioufly f o r 

ward, conducted me through the fjrft court 

to a door, near w h i c h were two more heads ; 

where, he proftratcd himfelf , and kiffed the 

g r o u n d ; on w h i c h i t was opened by a female, 

and we entered a fecond court , two fides o f 

w h i c h were formed by l o n g fhady p i a z z a s : 

i n this we were met by Tamegah and liubigah, 

w h o , w i t h Mayhou, frequently knel t d o w n , 

and ki l fed the ground, p r o n o u n c i n g aloud 

fome o f the k ing 's titles, as we walked acrofs 

this court , i n w h i c h were ranged fix h u m a n 

heads. 



heads. F r o m this we pal led t h r o u g h a th ird 

door into the court , where the k i n g was 

ieated, on a handfome chair o f c r i m f o n v e l 

vet, ornamented w i t h g o l d fringe, p laced on 

a carpet, i n a fpacious cool p iazza , w h i c h 

occupied one fide o f the court . H e was 

i m o k i n g tobacco, and had on a g o l d laced 

hat, w i t h a p lume o f of]rich feathers; he 

wore a r i c h c r i m f o n damafk robe, wrapped 

loofely round h i m ; yel low flippers, and no 

f l o c k i n g s : leveral women were employed 

f a n n i n g h i m , and others w i t h whifks, to 

chace away the flies : one w o m a n , on her 

knees before h i m , held a g o l d cup, for h i m 

to fpit i n . 

W h e n the door, w h i c h led into this court 

was opened, Tamegah and his t w o c o m p a n i 

ons immediate ly fell d o w n , rubbed their 

foreheads in the duff, k i l l e d the g r o u n d re

peatedly, and approached the k i n g craw l i n g 

°n their hands and knees, p r o f l r a t i n g t h e m -

felves frequently, and t h r o w i n g the d u l l 

P lent i fu l ly wi th both hands u p o n their heads: 

had i t been m u d from p r e c e d i n g r a i n , the 

fame ceremony would have been performed. 

H a v i n g bowed to the k i n g , I was directed 

to 



to a chair a few yards f r o m h i m • and hav

i n g drank his health i n a fmal l g l a f s o f brandy,-

and he m i n e , he inquired after the health o f 

his brother, King George o f England; and 

afked fome questions r e f l e c t i n g m y voyage. 

W e converfed through the m e d i u m o f m y 

fervant, who acted as interpreter, and Mayhou; 

who firft k i i fed the g r o u n d , before he p r e -

fumed to repeat the k i n g ' s words to m y fer

vant : a cuftom always obferved i n every part 

o f the country , as w e l l as i n the royal p r c -

fence, when a perfon has occa l ion to repeat 

the k i n g ' s words, or del iver any meifage or 

order o f his . A f t e r fome converfation, he 

del ired me to let h i m hear the organ, and 

appeared m u c h pleafed w i t h the tunes. I 

then explained the ufe o f the fedan chair , 

w h i c h I reprcfented as m u c h more c o n v e n i 

ent than hammocs, w h i c h he generally ufed. 

H a i f a dozen o f his h a m m o c m e n were then 

introduced, c r a w l i n g on their hands a n d 

knees • and by his defire, I went into the 

fedan, and direct ing t h e m what to do, was 

carried by them a l l i n turns, u n t i l they a p 

peared to be pretty expert at their buiinefs-: 

he then went into it himfelf , and was car

r ied 
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l i e d repeatedly round the court, amidi t the 

flibuts and acclamations o f his minifters, his 

women, and his hammoc men. It was a 

f inart fhowy t h i n g , covered w i t h red morocco 

leather, and l ined w i t h white f i lk . H e was 

aftonifhingly del ighted w i t h i t , and diverted 

h i m f e l f w i t h opening and d r a w i n g the c u r 

tains, w h i c h he deemed a m o l l ingenious 

c o n t r i v a n c e ; at 1 alt, i n the exultat ion o f his 

foul , fome o f the eunuchs were called i n to 

fupply the place o f the h a m m o c m e n , a n d 

the d o o r leading f r o m the p i a z z a to his p r i 

vate apartments be ing opened, he was carr ied 

by them to difplay his finery a m o n g his 

w o m e n ; and I hud p e r m i f l i o n to d e p a r t : 

his nobles r e t i r i n g i n the fame abject m a n 

ner which they obferved i n approaching h i m . 

I n the evening, I purchafed th i r ty- two (laves, 

w h i c h fiuifhed the bufinefs o f the day. 

O n the next m o r n i n g (February 6) I h a d 

an i n v i t a t i o n to come, i f i t was agreeable, 

and be a fpectator o f fome amujemcnts at the 

% k ing 's gate, at Gringomy, w h i c h I accepted, 

a« I understood' that Agaow (the general) had 

returned, i n the preceding nip-tit. f r o m a n 

expedit ion againft the Mahtrs, and had 

H brought 



brought fome prifoners, w h i c h I wifhed to-

inquire about. I found Tamegah, Mayhou, 

Eubigah, Agaow, and Jahou feated o n Stools, 

placed on leopard's fkins, at the k i n g ' s gate, 

and flickered under large umbrellas f r o m the 

fun. A n accommodat ion o f the fame fort 

was prov ided for me. A large concourfe o f 

people was aslembled, but I found i t was not 

a t ime, or place for bufinefs, fo entertained 

m y f e l f wi th the d r o l l distortions,- and antic 

dances o f a mul t i tude o f people, to the harfh 

mufic o f a variety o f inftruments : amidft a l l 

this festivity, fhould a man's foot flip, a n d 

fhould he tumble and get a fa l l , w h i c h are 

regarded as bad omens, the poor wretch 

is immediately taken out o f the c r o w d , and 

his head is struck off, wi thout any i n t e r r u p 

t i o n to the dance, w h i c h goes o n , as i f n o 

t h i n g had happened. T o thefe fucceeded a 

troop of about two hundred and nky females, 

whofe motions and grimaces were Still m o r e 

c o m i c , i f pof l ible , than what had preceded. 

T h i s band was compofed o f ladies o f p l e a -

fure, ordered to be fuch by royal authority . 

T i n s is a precaution taken by government 

to prevent the peace o f private families be ing 

violated, 



Violated, and is perhaps more neceflary here, 

than i n any other Hate j as adultery is fe-

verely punifhed, and every indi fcret ion of 

gal lantry, expofes the delinquents to death, 

or JIavery; efpecially too, as the people o f 

rank, engrofs the major part o f the women. 

T h e k i n g ' s feraglio confifts o f between three 

and four thoufand ; his p r i n c i p a l ' m e n , have 

f r o m one to three or four hundred wives 

each - and'people i n h u m b l e r flat ions f r o m 

h a l f a d o z e n , to twenty: f r o m this unequal 

d i f t r ibut ion, i n w h i c h the rights o f m a n k i n d 

are in fr inged, and their wants egregioufly 

mi fca lculated, the lower .clafs remain u n 

p r o v i d e d w i t h female companions j but i n 

every town there is a certain number o f w o 

m e n , proport ioned to its fize, who are to 

he o b l i g i n g to every cuf lomer that offers : 

the p r i c e o f their favors is regulated, and 

very moderate; and though thefe poor crea

tures pay a heavy tax annual ly , w h i c h was 

the occal ion o f their be ing convened at p r e 

fent, yet by h a v i n g fmal l beer, and breed-

n i g poul try added to what their occupat ion 

brings i n , they are enabled to l ive ; and I 

a m i n c l i n e d to t h i n k there are wretches i n 

H % the 



the w o r l d , o f the fame profel l ion, more mL-

fcrable than they are. 

W h a t e v e r entertainment this fcene m i g h t 

afford, was damped, by m y fervant's o m c i -

on fly p o i n t i n g out feven horfcs, and the 

fame number o f m e n w i t h their ankles a n d 

wrifts fecured round tal l ports fixed i n the 

ground ; where they were to r e m a i n , t i l l the 

n i g h t preceding the next f e f l i v a l ; w h e n , 

b o t h m e n and horfes were to have their heads 

(truck off: thefe unhappy v ic t ims, though 

confeious- o f their i m p e n d i n g fate, were not 

indifferent to the muf ic , w h i c h they feemcd 

to enjoy, by endeavoring to beat t ime to i t . 

v I foon took m y leave and qui t ted this fcene 

o f di i lrefs • but had not proceeded far, be-* 

fore 1 was almoft fuffbeated by an i n f u p -

portable ( tench; w h i c h , upon l o o k i n g r o u n d , 

I found to proceed from the heads o f thirty-

two horfes and thirty-fix men who had been maf-

ficred m two preceding fefivals, not for any 

c r i m e o f theirs, but as a facrificc to the m i f * 

taken grandeur o f the k i n g , and agreeable 

to cujlom immemorial. D i r e c t i n g m y courfe 

f r o m thence towards the market place, I 

found at the entrance o f it t w o gibbets , 

about 



about twenty feet h i g h ; w i t h a murdered 

m a n hanging naked by the ankles to e a c h ; 

a n d at the other end o f the market , two 

other gibbets furnifhed i n the fame m a n 

ner. Thefe poor wretches, were put to death 

by blows o f heavy clubs o n the head, and 

had their privi t ies cut clofe off) that the de

l icacy o f the k ing 's women, who had to 

m a r c h under them i n proceflion on a feiliva.1, 
about eight days before, m i g h t not be of

fended. T h e birds o f prey were tearing out 

their bowels, and devouring them piece

meal ; w h i c h the natives looked at without 

the leaft emot ion, only a d m i r i n g the g r a n 

deur o f the k i n g , who c o u l d defray the ex-

pence o f fuch exhibit ions. I obferved i n 

the market , that the flefh o f dogs was e x -

pofed for fale here, as well as i n IVhydah, i n 

c o m m o n w i t h that o f other animals. 

February 7th. E a r l y this m o r n i n g I went 

to the gate o f Dabomy houfe to fee a p r o -

ceftion o f the k ing 's women, who came out, 

i n 'number about feven hundred, neatly 

drelfed, and danced in the parade before the 

g u a r d - h o u f e ; where a number o f men u n 

der arms were d r a w n u p at a diftance, to 
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prevent the populace from approaching 

them. U p o n their r e t i r i n g , Agaow advanced 

w i t h about five thoufand m e n under arms, 

who went through the various evolutions o f 

their exercife • a n d concluded with a gene

ra l dance, and fome war-fongs. A f t e r w h i c h 

I went i n to pay m y refpecls to the k i n g , and 

by his defire played over the tunes on the 

chamber o r g a n ; i t had three barrels, w h i c h 

made i t rather too compl icated a bufinefs 

for h i m . It played feveral agreeable tunes, 

and fome feleCt marches, but he preferred 

the hundred and fourth pfalmand I fixed 

the barre l , at his rcqucir , to that, for his 

future amufemcnt. 

February 8 t h . T h i s m o r n i n g I received 

a meffage f r o m the k i n g to wait on h i m i n 

Dabomy houfe, which I d i d , and found h i m 

f i t t i n g i n a p i a z z a , dreffed i n a f i lk n i g h t 

gown ; h a v i n g bowed to h i m , I was directed to 

a chair , where fome flavcs were ready to ho ld 

a large umbrel la over me. T h e k i n g was at

tended by his great officers o f ftate, and the 

parade crowded w i t h a mult i tude o f the p o 

pulace. A t a l i t t le distance f r o m me fat a 

dozen fwarthy m e n w i t h turbans o n their 

heads, 



heads, they wore loofe cotton ihirts made 

l i k e furplices, l o n g loofe drawers or trowfers 

o f the fame, and M o r o c c o leather flippers. 

Thefe people are cal led here Mallaysthey 

fpeak, and write A r a b i c , and are f u p -

pofed to come f r o m the northern part of 

Africa, f r o m the confines o f Morocco, and 

the flutes o f Barhary. T h e y travel to this, 

and other parts o f Africa more remote (for 

they vif it Angola), apparently f rom motives 

o f trade ; and yet I could not di fcovcr that 

they purfued any branch o f i t , that was o f 

importance enough to be an object : they 

buy hides, and fkins, w h i c h they tan and 

work into horfe furniture, tobacco pouches, 

and other ufeful art ic les; and carry fome 

f m a l l bales o f fkins back w i t h them : what

ever be the real motives o f their journey, 

they behave w i t h propriety, and are c o u r -

teoufly received, and m u c h refpecled wherever 

they come : they profefs the M a h o m e t a n re

l i g i o n ; and when their l o n g lent o f Rama

dan is over, the k i n g annually k i l l s an ele

phant to feaft them.* 

H 4 Soon 
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Soon after I was feated, the m u f i c , w h i c h , 

besides trumpets, flutes, and bells, c o n -

fifted 

vi f i t at the camp o f the former k i n g c f Dahomy, (Guadja 

'Trudo) obferved 'two o f them, and was informed that they 

belonged to a far in land nation border ing on the M o o r s , aryi 

together w i t h t h i r t y eight others o f their countrymen had 

been taken prifoners at different t imes, w h i l i t they were 

t rading f r o m one country to another. T h e y were i n fact i t i 

nerant A r a b s , poffibly mongrels, expert i n w r i t i n g Arabic, 
and i n the art o f d y e i n g w i t h a variety o f colors, goat 

a n d fheep fkins, w h i c h they manufactured into cartouch-

boxes, bags for h o l d i n g gunpowder and other ufes. B y 

thefe valuable talents they had fo far attracted the a d m i 

rat ion and efleem o f their conqueror, that he treated 

them w i t h extraordinary marks o f favor. T h e tit le o f 

Mullahs or Mollahs, w h i c h properly belongs to an order o f 

M a h o m e t a n priefls, whofe office i t is to fupervife and con-, 

t roul the Cadis, may poffibly be affumed to g i v e thcmfelves 

^ greater a i r o f d i g n i t y ; and it is not improbable, but that 

under the unfufpected appearance o f traders, they may be 

Secretly employed as mifl ionaries, to make k n o w n and 

Spread the doftrines o f the Koran among thefe inter ior 

black nations. I f the negroes fhould ever be difpofed to 

l a y afide their o w n hereditary fuperftitions, i t is hardly a 

doubt but they w i l l embrace M a h o m e t i f m i n preference to 

a n y other religious fy i tem, becaufc i t allows p o l y g a m y , 

flatters their prejudices i n many other refpecls, and w i l l 

induce a conformity o f fa i th and manners w i t h their nor

thern 



f i l led p r i n c i p a l l y o f a mult i tude o f drums 

o f various iizes, began to play, and a n u 

merous c r o w d danced to this rough harmony. 

W h e n one band was tired, they were re

l ieved by another, and thefe by two more : 

after fome t ime, a table was la id with a b u n 

dance o f good victuals, and I dined, as d i d 

alfo the Mallays at another. Adaunzou the 

king 's eldeft fon and heir apparent, who 

knew me o n former vifits here, fquatted 

d o w n behind m y c h a i r ; and condefcended 

to receive a roafted fowl and fome other 

things, w h i c h I handed to h i m from m y t a 

b l e ; but the k i n g never eats i n p u b l i c ; i t 

is even c r i m i n a l to fuppofe he ever eats, 

or that he is fo m u c h l ike other mortals as 

to want the refrefhment o f fleep. W h e n the 

repair was over, the mufic was renewed, and 

the k i n g advanced into the parade, fo l lowed 

by a guard o f twenty-four w o m e n a r m e d 

thern and north-eaflern neighbours. But as yet, they do 
not feem, in general, inclined to adopt a change. The 
remnant of the Why dabs who had cfcaped the edge of 
duadja Trudo's fword, were abundantly thankful to him, 
for permitting them to continue in the enjoyment of their 

fnakt-rwo)ft>ij>. 
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each w i t h a blunderbufs, where he danced 

fome t ime, to convince his fubjects o f his 

health and act iv i ty , to their inexpreflible j o y 

and fatisfacTion; w h i c h they manifested i n 

the loudelt acclamations. H e then teltified 

his approbat ion o f the performance o f his 

muficians, by rewarding them w i t h eighty 

ounces * o f cowries, w h i c h were brought i n 

b y three hundred and twenty o f his wives, 

each c a r r y i n g a cabefs, or four thoufand o f 

t h e m i n a brafs pan, w h i c h they distributed 

to the d r u m m e r s , who departed, h ighly fa-

t i s f i c d ; and I alfo took m y leave and w i t h 

d r e w . 

February 8. O n m y arr ival this m o r n 

i n g at Qringomy houfe, I found a vaft c o n -

c o u r f e o f people alfembled. I was received 

by Mayhou, who conducted me into a fpa~ 

cious parade; o n each fide o f the entrance, 

xverc three h u m a n heads that -had been cut 

off the night before; and i n the centre was 

erected a lofty tent, Shaped l ike a fugar loaf, 

about fifty feet h i g h and forty feet w i d e ; i t 

was open below, and rcfted o n a c i rcu lar 

* A n ounce is about forty-five pounds. 
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range o f fmal l iron rails, through which the 

k i n g could have a view o f what palled 

in the parade. H e foon made his appear

ance, and featcd h i m f e l f (amidtt the moots 

and acclamations o f the people) under his 

tent, on an elegant armed chair , covered 

w i t h c r i m f o n velvet, and ornamented w i t h 

c a r v i n g and g i l d i n g . I was placed under 

the fhade o f a large umbrel la , the Mallays 

o n my r ight , and about thirty eunuchs, w i t h 

each a br ight i r o n rod i n their hands, and 

dreffed l ike women, o n my left h a n d : after 

the mufic had played about hal f an hour, 

w i t h the confuted noife o f w h i c h , and the 

fhouts and fongs o f the m u l t i t u d e , I was 

almost f tunned: a d r o l l H a r l e q u i n enter

tained the k i n g w i t h an odd fort o f dance, 

and fired occasionally a blunderbufs w i t h 

five barrels, w h i c h gave the k i n g fo m u c h 

Satisfaction, that he fent h i m five cabejs o f 

cowries. 

T h e . proceflion then began wi th a guard 

o f an hundred and twenty men, carry ing 

blundcrbuffes, who marched out two a-

breaft: next, fifteen o f the k ing 's daughters, 

fine comely women i n the b l o o m o f l ife, at

tended 



tended by fifty female (laves: after them 

m a r c h e d i n regular order, one by one, feven 

hundred and thirty o f his wives, bearing p r o 

visions and l iquors for an entertainment i n 

the market p l a c e : thefe were fol lowed by a 

guard o f ninety w o m e n under arms, w i t h 

drums beat ing. A table was then l a i d , a n d 

I breakfasted, whilft the proccslion c o n t i 

n u e d : fix troops advanced, o f feventy wo

m e n each; a di f t inguifhed favorite walked 

under an u m b r e l l a at the head o f each. She 

w h o led the van was fo univerfal ly refpeeted, 

as to be too facred to be feen ; i n fact, they 

fecured her effectually f r o m m y fight w i t h 

the u m b r e l l a , and certain l o n g targets o f lea

ther, covered w i t h red and blue taffata, w i t h 

w h i c h they encompaffed h e r : i n the last 

troop were two -umbrellas, and four favor

ites, very fine women, who were faid to be 

i n higher efteem w i t h the k i n g than any, 

except the lady before mentioned. A l l thefe 

entertained the k i n g w i t h their fongs and 

dances as they palled ; and the favorites went 

i n t o the tent to pay their refpects, and r e 

ceived considerable prefents o f cowries f r o m 

h i m . T h e y were fucceeded by ten bands o f 

his 



his younger ch i ldren, fifteen in each, from 

about feven to fifteen years o l d , each band 

c o n f i f l i n g o f thofe that were nearly o f the 

lame age and fize. Seven troops o f fifty w o 

m e n each followed next, each troop preceded 

by two E n g l i f h flags : thefe, l i k e the former, 

amufed his Majefty w i t h their fongs and 

d r o l l dances: four o f them part icular ly e n 

gaged m y attent ion: their drefs was too ex

travagant to be defcribedj and each had a 

l o n g tai l fixed to her r u m p , w h i c h fecmcd to 

be a flip o f leopard's f k i n , fewed up and 

f luffed; w h i c h , by a dexterous w r i g g l e o f 

their hips they whir led round w i t h furpr i f ing 

velocity, l i k e a f l ing. Thefe l ikewife had a 

fhare o f their mailer 's bounty, and marched 

off loaden w i t h cowries. Befidcs thefe, there 

were fifty or f ixty women employed about 

his perfon, g o i n g on mcilagcs, and d i f l r i b u t -

ingprefents , w h i c h he dealt about h i m w i t h 

3 l iberal hand. 

W h e n the w o m e n had marched out, the 

eunuchs began their fongs i n t h e k i n g ' s p r a i f e ; 

enumerating his titles, and p r o c l a i m i n g his 

grandeur and actions, i n terms o f the m o f l 

i u l f o m c a d u l a t i o n : which continued u n t i l 

the 



the women had made the necellary prepara

tions for h i m i n the market place : then the 

k i n g retired, and the proceflion began i n the 

f o l l o w i n g order. F i r f t , two coaches d r a w n 

by twelve m e n each ; next, the fedan chair ; 

and then three hammocs fcrecned f r o m the 

f u n by large fumptuous umbrellas o f g o l d 

and l i lver tiffue, and covered wi th canopies 

o f the fame. E a c h o f thefe was furrounded 

by a very (trong g u a r d ; and the k i n g was 

i n one o f them, but whether i n coach, chair , 

or h a m m o c , w o u l d have been prefumptuous, 

even c r i m i n a l , for any o f the attendants to 

venture to guefs. M y h a m m o c fol lowed, 

and then five other hammocs, b e l o n g i n g to 

the great officers o f the Hate, accompanied 

by an immenfe crowd o f attendants and fpec-

tators. W e proceeded through Ajawhee 

market , direct ly under five gibbets, w i t h a 

m a n h a n g i n g to each, as defcribed before, 

who had been m u r d e r e d i n the preceding 

n i g h t for that purpofe. W e then entered a 

large parade, inclofed w i t h different k i n d s 

o f c l o t h , extended o n rai ls , to keep off the 

p o p u l a c e ; adjo ining one end o f i t was a 

h igher inclofure o f l iner c l o t h for the k i n g . 

N o n e 



N o n e came into the large,parade but Tame-

gab, Maybou, Eubigab, Agaow, and Jabou, and 

their attendants, except myfelf, and fervants; 

and here I fat d o w n to a d inner w h i c h would 

have ferved an hundred more. Af ter I had 

dined, Tamegab,fkc. attacked the remainder ; 

and the c r o w d without were fo wel l fuppl ied 

w i t h victuals, and brandy, that every one o f 

them was fully fatisf ied: i n the evening I 

had permiff ion to vifit the k i n g , and h a v i n g 

palfed hal f an hour w i t h h i m , returned to m y 

quarters fufficiently t i red w i t h the noife and 

fatigue o f the day. O n m y way I palfed by 

the place where I had feen the feven m e n 

and the l ike n u m b e r o f horfes tycd two days 

before: they were now gone, and I was t o l d 

were murdered o n the preceding n i g h t ; b u t 

that thofe u p o n the gibbets, and the heads 

i n the k ing 's houfe, were none o f them. 

N o t h i n g mater ia l occurred on the three 

enfuing days, w h i c h I employed i n p u r -

chafing fome Haves and ivory ; but on the 

12th I was f u m m o n c d again to court , to at

tend another feft ival : only four h u m a n heads 

Were placed at the k i n g ' s door upon this oc-

cafion. T h e dances and the procc'l l ion were 

nearly 



nearly the fame as before, except that' the! 

dreffes and ornaments o f the women were 

m u c h more ihowy : the variety, and a b u n 

dance o f r i c h f i lks , f i lvcr bracelets, and other ^ 

ornaments, coral , and a profufion o f other 

valuable beads, exceeded m y expectation ; 

betides, there was added another t roop o f 

forty w o m e n , w i t h f i lver helmets, and there 

was a difplay o f the k i n g ' s furniture and t r i n 

kets, m o i l o f the w o m e n c a r r y i n g f o m c t h i n g 

or other o f his j fome o f them fine fwords ; 

others f i lver-mounted g u n s ; above a h u n 

d r e d o f them held either g o l d , or f i lver-

hcaded canes, i n their hands ; and that none 

m i g h t be unprovided, fome carried a candle-

f l i c k , and others a l a m p , perhaps fifty at 

leaf! o f each, w i t h many other ar t ic les ; w h i c h 

were a l l held up for the g a p i n g m u l t i t u d e to 

admire . W e d i n e d , as before, i n the m a r 

ket p l a c e ; and i n the evening, when I went 

to wait on the k i n g , a female d w a r f was i n 

troduced to dance before h i m , i n w h i c h flic 

acquitted herfelf very w e l l : flic fcemed to 

be about thifrty years o l d , and meafurcd only 

two feet feven inches h i g h , was without any 

deformity , and tolerably w e l l fhaped. 

D u r i n g 



D u r i n g this day's amufements, we were-

vifited by an Harmaiian w ind, w h i c h i f d c -

feribed fcientif ical ly, would f u r n i f h a curious 

chapter i n the hiftory o f w i n d s : leaving that 

tafk to thofe who are more equal to i t , I m a l l 

only endeavor to give fome idea o f its m o d 

l i r i k i n g phenomena. 

O n that part o f the coaft o f A f r i c a w h i c h 

extends f rom Cape Vera1 to Cape Lopez, there 

are, i n the months o f December, January, 

and February, frequent returns o f a w i n d , 

f r o m the north eaff, w h i c h is k n o w n by the 

name o f the Harmatian w i n d . It, probably, 

ma) be felt further to the fouthward than 

Cape Lopez, but I cannot fpeak o f what o c 

curs i n countries w h i c h I have not v i f i ted. 

It comes on indi fcr iminate ly at any hour o f 

the day or night j at any t ime o f the t i d e ; 

or at any period of the moon's age ; and 

continues a day or two ; fometimes, five or 

fix ; once I knew it to continue a f o r t n i g h t ; 

and there arc generally three or four returns 

o f it every fcafon. It never rains in an Har-

mattan; but it fometimes immediate ly fuc-

ceeds a fhower. It blows w i t h moderate 

force ; not quite fo ftrong as the fea breeze 

I w h i c h 



114 A J O U R N E Y TO I HE COURT 

w h i c h i n the fair or dry feafon fets f r o m the 

weft, wefl-fouth-w'eft, and fouth-weft ; bur 

fomething ftronger than the land w i n d 

w h i c h blows at night f r o m the north , and 

north-north-weft . 

T h i s w i n d is always accorppanied w i t h an 

unufual g loominefs , and hazinefs o f the at-

mofphcre ; very few ftars can be feen 

through the f o g ; and the fun, concealed the 

greatelt part o f the day, appears only for a 

few hours about noon, and then o f a m i l d 

red, e x c i t i n g no painful fenfation i n the eye. 

N o dew is perceived d u r i n g the continuance 

o f this w i n d ; nor is there the leaf! appear

ance o f any moifture i n the atmofphere, 

SMt of Tartar, diffolved i n water, fo as to r u n 

u p o n a t i le , and expofed to the Harmattant 

even i n the n ight , becomes perfectly d r y 

again i n a few hours. Vegetables, o f every 

^ d , fuffer confiderably f r o m i t : a l l tender 

plants, and feeds juft f p r o u t i n g above the 

earth, are k i l l e d by i t : the m o d flourifhing 

cver-gi-eens f e e l its baneful in f luence; the 

branches o f the l e m o n , orange, and l i m e 

trees d r o o p ; thw; leaves become flaccid, a n d 

w i t h e r ; and their fruits, robbed o f their 

ufual 
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ulual nouri fhment , arc cramped i n their 

g r o w t h , and r ipen , or rather appear yel low, 

a n d become dry, before they have arrived at 

h a l f their ufual size. E v e r y t h i n g appears 

d u l l and faded : the grafs withers, and dries 

l i k e hay ; o f w h i c h c i r c u m i l a n c c the natives 

avail thcmfelves, to b u r n it d o w n i n the v i 

c i n i t y o f the roads ; as well to keep them 

open, as to deftroy the inci ter w h i c h it af

fords to w i l d beafts, or even to enemies that 

m i g h t l u r k concealed i n i t . T h e covers o f 

-books, {hut u p ciofcly i n a t runk, and p r o 

tected by l y i n g a m o n g clothes, bend back as 

i f they had been expofed to a fire ; the p a n -

nels o f doors, w i n d o w mutters, & c . i p l i t ; 

a n d th» joints o f a we l l - la id floor, o f feafoned 

wood, w i l l gape fo wide, that one may Jay 

his finger i n them : the fides, and decks o f 

fhips, become quite open and leaky ; a n d 

veneered w o r k flies to pieces, f rom the c o n 

t r a c t i o n o f the w o o d i n different direct ions. 

I f cafks c o n t a i n i n g l iquor , as wine , or fpir i ts , 

are not frequently wetted o n the outi'ide, 

they generally iofc their contents. 

T h e air becomes considerably cooler i n 

m Harmatlwi : and the thermometer (Faren-

1 2 Wt) 



keifs) is generally ten or twelve degrees be

low the c o m m o n Standard. T h e natives c o m 

p l a i n m u c h o f the feverity o f the weather 

o n thefe occafions, and clothe themfelves i n 

their warmest apparel , to guard against i t ; 

though that alteration is h ighly grateful to 

the Europeans resident i n the country, yet 

they alfo feel many inconveniencies, i n c o m 

m o n w i t h the Blacks: for the eyes, noftri ls , 

l ips and palate become difagreeabiy d r y and 

uneafy: there is a necessity and i n c l i n a t i o n 

to d r i n k often \ not fo m u c h to quench 

thirst, as to remove a painful aridity i n the 

fauces : the l ips and nofe become chapped 

and fore; and though the air is c o o l , there 

is a difagreeable fenfation o f p r i c k l i n g heat 

u p o n the f k i n , as i f i t had been warned w i t h 

fpirirs o f hartfhorn or ftrong lye. I f this 

w i n d continues five or fix days, the fcarf 

f k i n generally peels off f rom the hands and 

face, and even f r o m the reft o f the body, i f 

the llarmattan continues a few days longer. 

P e r f o r a t i o n is considerably fupprelfed j but 

when fweat is excited by exercifc, I have 

found it peculiarly acr id ; tafting l i k e fpir i ts 

o f wine d i luted w i t h water. 

So 



So far its effects o n the a n i m a l and vege-

» table w o r l d are very difagreeable, but it is 

alfo product ive o f fome good. T h e ftate 

o f the a ir is extremely conducive to health : 

i t contributes furpr i f ingly to the cure o f o l d 

ulcers and cutaneous e r u p t i o n s : pcrfons l a 

b o u r i n g under fluxes and i n t e r m i t t i n g fevers, 

general ly recover i n an Harmattan ; and they 

who have been weakened and relaxed by fe

vers, and f i n k i n g under evacuations for the 

cure o f them, part icular ly bleeping, ( w h i c h 

is often injudicioufly repeated) have their 

lives laved, i n fpite o f the doctor. It flops 

the progrefs o f epidemic difeafes: the f m a l l 

pox, fluxes, and remittent fevers not only d i f -

appear, but they who are l a b o u r i n g under 

thefe diforders when an Harmattan comes 

o n , are almoft fure o f a fpcedy recovery. I n 

fection is not then eafily c o m m u n i c a t e d . 

In the year 1770, I had above three hundred 

flaves on board a fhip i n Whydah R o a d , when 

the f m a l l pox appeared a m o n g t h e m ; the 

greater part o f thefe were inoculated, before 

an Harmattan came on • and about {eventy 

o f them underwent that operation a few days 

after it fet i n : the former got very well 

1 3 through 
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t h r o u g h the di 'fordcr: none of the latter h a d 

either any ficknefs or erupt ion: we thought 

we had got clear o f the diforder, but i n a 

very few weeks it began to appear a m o n g 

thefe feventy: about fifty o f them were i n o 

culated the fecond t i m e ; the others had it 

i n the natural w a y : an Harmattan came o n , 

and they ail recovered, except one g i r l , who 

had a mal ignant ulcer o n the inoculated fpot, 

and died fometime afterwards o f a l o c k e d 

jaw. Thefe falutary effects may probably be-

not u n i v c r i a l , efpecially where the Harmattan 

may conic laden w i t h the noifome effluvia 

o f a p u t r i d fvvamp, w h i c h is not the cafe i n 

ibis part o f the country, 

I a m iorry to be obl iged to diflent f r o m 

fuch refpedtable authority as that o f D r . /.///,/, 

to whofe labors we are fo m u c h indebted, 

for his valuable directions for preferving the 

health o f feamen. I prefume, his account 

oi the Harmattan is derived f r o m i n f o r m a 

t ion, and not f r o m his o w n obfervations, 

which are univerfa l ly fo j u f t : had he expe

rienced it in perfon, he could not have cal led 

it " fatal and m a l i g n a n t ; " and that " its 

? noxious vapour was destructive to Blacks 

" as 



w as wel l as Whites" or that " the morta l i ty 

k f w h i c h it occafioned was i n p r o p o r t i o n to 

" the denlity and durat ion o f the f o g . " H e 

fecms to confound the Jalubrily o f the Har

mattan, w i t h thofe baneful effects to the c o n 

stitution that fol low the commencement o f 

the periodical rains i n A p r i l and M a y . 

Thefe rains arc ulhered i n by hard gufts 

o f w i n d , from the north east, and ea i t -north-

eaft, cal led Tornadoes ( from a c o r r u p t i o n o f 

the Portuguefe w o r d Trovoada, a thunder-

i t o r m ) w h i c h occur ufually on the ful l and 

change o f the moort, about the latter end 

o f M a r c h , and i n the months before m e n 

t ioned : they are accompanied by fevere 

thunder and l i g h t n i n g , and a very heavy 

mower o f two or three hours continuance, 

w h i c h foftens the furface o f the earth, that 

had been parched u p by the preceding Har-

mattans, and a fuccelhon o f fix or e ight 

months dry weather i n that b u r n i n g c l imate , 

a n d gives an opportuni ty for the collected, 

stagnating and p u t r i d vapors, confined under 

its arid furface, to rife and efcape : thefe, v o 

l a t i l i z e d by the folar heat, w h i c h beams forth 

w i t h redoubled heat when the Tornado is 

I 4 over, 



over, Strike the nofrrils w i t h the moft often-

l i v e flench imaginable , and occafion many 

bi l ious vomit ings , fluxes, remittent and p u 

t r i d fevers o f the worft k i n d . Befides thefe, 

w h i c h are annual, there feems to be a c o l 

lect ion o f peftiferous vapor, which remains 

i inpr i foned for a longer p e r i o d , and does 

not emerge above the furface oftner than 

once i n five, f ix or feven years. T h e periods 

w h i c h I r e c o i l e d to have been moft fatal 

were i n 1755 or 1756, when G o v e r n o r Mel

ville and moft o f the gentlemen and garr i fon 

o f Cape Coajl died ; and i n 1763 and 1769 *« 

T h e m o r t a l i t y i n fame o f thefe years (for 

they were not a l l equally fatal to the European 

fettlcrs) was fo great, that, as D r . Lindfays, 

" T h e l i v i n g were fcarce fufficient to re-

1 1 move, and bury the d e a d . " 

The fig w h i c h accompanies the Harmattan 

is occasioned by an infinite n u m b e r o f f m a l l 

particles floating i n the a i r : they are fo m i 

nute as to efcape the t o u c h , and elude every 

inve i i igat ion that I c o u l d devi fe : I c o u l d 

not fucceed i n a t t e m p t i n g to examine them 

* The year 1775 was alfo fatal to many. 



by the microfcope, though a part o f them 

are depoi i ted upon the grafs, leaves o f trees, 

and even u p o n the i k i n o f the Negroes, 

a n d make them appear w h i t i i h , ©r rather 

g r c y i f h . Thefe particles do not fly far over 

the furface o f the fea : the fog is not fo 

t h i c k on board the fhips i n IVhydah R o a d , at 

t w o or three miles distance f rom the Shore, 

as i t is on the Beach; and i n p r o p o r t i o n to 

the distance from the fliore, the fog de-

creafes: at four or l ive leagues distance f r o m 

i t the fog is entirely loft, though the w i n d 

is felt ten or twelve leagues off. 

U p o n a careful inquiry concerning the 

face o f the country, I learn, that except a 

few rivers, and fome fvvamps and lakes o f no 

considerable extent, the country behind tt'ly-

dab, for four hundred miles back, is covered 

w i t h verdure, open plains o f grafs, w i t h 

fome c l u m p s o f trees, and fome woods or 

forests* It rifes wi th a gentle and gradual 

afcent, for about an hundred and fifty miles 

f r o m the fea, before, there is the appearance 

of a h i l l ; and behind thofe h i l l s I do not 

hear o f any remarkable ranges o f m o u n 

tains. T h e furface is generally a loofe fandy 

fo i l , 



f o i l ; below that a r i c h reddifh earth, and not 

a Stone to be found i n it o f thef i ze o f a w a l 

nut . I hear o f no barren tracks o f ar id fand 

f r o m whence thofe particles are l i k e l y to be 

detached by the Harmattan. D r . Lind writes, 

that " T h e Harmattan is faid to arife f r o m 

M the conflux o f feveral rivers about Benin:" 

but here, at Abomey, I felt i t b l o w i n g f rom 

the north-eaft, Stronger than I ufually have 

clfewhere, and Benin bore f r o m me, f o u t h -

eaft; therefore the Harmattan was not l i k e l y 

to originate there. O n the Gold Coajl, it ge

nerally b lows from the fouth-ealt ; at the Jjles 

de Los, a l i t t le to the northward o f Sierra 

Leone, f rom the ealt- ibuth-eaft ; and at the 

r iver Gabon near Cape Lopez, f r o m the n o r t h -

north-cai t . T h e intcrfect ion o f thefe points , 

or (what I would prefer) a n eajl l ine d r a w n 

f r o m Cape Verd, cut by a north-eaft one f r o m 

the centre o f the Gold Coajl; and a north l ine 

f r o m Cape Lopez, w o u l d , 1 t h i n k , p o i n t out 

a probable fource for this extraordinary w i n d : 

b u t this is mere conjecture o f my o w n . 

As the bulincfs w h i c h brought me to Abo

mey, and refpecled abufes praetifed by the 

carriers o f goods, w h o i n b r i n g i n g them 

f r o m 
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f r o m the beach to the factories i n Griwbee, 

pil fered considerable quantities o f them, was 

i n fome meafure eifce'tcd, by the k i n g ' s p r o 

m i s i n g that he i h o u i d take proper meafures 

to prevent the l i k e i n future, I was now de-

i irous to return j and a c q u a i n t i n g the k i n g 

•with m y intent ion to do fo, as foou as the 

Harmattan fhould ceafc, took my leave o f 

h i m . It continued b l o w i n g frefh for two 

days longer, w h i c h detained m e , as the wea

ther was too difagreeable for t rave l l ing . I n 

the interim, a part o f Dabomy houfe took fire, 

w h i c h greatly endangered the whole o f i t . 

A s foon as the hurry occafioned by it was 

over, I was induced to wait again u p o n the 

k i n g on this occal ion, as a m a r k o f refpect. 

I obferved, as I expected, m u c h conful ion a n d 

diforder i n the houfe; Several heads had been 

c u t off, and lay fcattered about to the n u m 

ber o f twenty at leaft; and I found the k i n g 

m u c h irr i tated a g a i n l l his women ; who were 

accusing each other o f careleffnefs, and each 

endeavouring to remove the blame o f it f rom 

herfelf. It probably was not eafy to afcer-

tam how the accident happened: and the 

k i n g f inding the invertigation difficult, and 

h i * 



his difpleafure being perhaps Somewhat a p -

peafed by the lives w h i c h he had taken away 

i n the first i m p u l f c o f his anger, he fettled 

the bufinefs, by feleeting nineteen o f t h e m 

whofe refidence was i n the quarter where the 

fire broke out, and fold them to me for 

flaves. O n the t h i r d day, the Harmattan 

ceafed, and I prepared for m y d e p a r t u r e ; 

previous to w h i c h , the k i n g fent me a fat 

Iheep, an anchor o f brandy, and l ive cabefs 

o f cowries, towards defraying m y expences 

o n the r o a d ; and a prefent alfo, o f a fine 

Striped cotton c l o t h , and a handfome female 

Slave. 

I m o u l d have fet off on m y return to Why

dah early i n the m o r n i n g o f the 16th o f F e 

bruary, w h i c h was the laft day o f the An

nual Cujloms, on w h i c h the k i n g diftributes a 

profufion o f prefents a m o n g his people ; but 

I was prevai led u p o n to remain t i l l evening, 

at the requett o f m y attendants, who hoped 

to p i c k u p fomething i n the fcramble o f the 

day. O n this occasion, a large Stage is erect

ed near one o f the palace gates, adorned w i t h 

flags and umbrel las, and furrounded w i t h a 

fence o f thorns, to keep off the rabble j on 

this 



this arc p i led heaps o f filefias, checks, c a l l i -

coes, and a variety o f other European and 

I n d i a n g o o d s ; a great many fine cotton 

cloths that are manufactured i n the Eyo 

country \ and a prodigious quantity ©f cow

ries. W h e n a l l is ready, the k i n g comes 

u p o n the ftage, accompanied by any o f the 

governors, or captains o f (hips, that may be 

there, and attended by Tamegah, Mayhou, a n d 

a few others o f his head m e n \ to each o f 

thefe he gives, according to their rank, the 

choice o f an Eyo c lo th , and a f i r i n g o f coral 

beads ; his fubordinate officers are then 

cal led over from a m o n g the c r o w d below, 

and receive each a piece o f c l o t h , and fome 

eozvries, as a m a r k o f their matter's a p p r o b a 

t i o n and regard. T h e k i n g then throws a 

b u n c h of cowries w i t h his o w n hands a m o n g 

the c r o w d ; on w h i c h , his women begin to 

f l ing the remainder o f the goods i n d i f c r i m i -

nately a m o n g the m u l t i t u d e ; in w h i c h the 

white m e n , i f they pleafe, and Tamegah and 

his companions affift; and f inally, as fome 

cruelty muft accompany al l their exhibi t ions , 

a m a n t ied neck and heels, an a l l igator m u z 

z led, and a couple o f pigeons, w i t h their 

wmgs 



wings c l i p p e d , are t h r o w n off the flagc 

a m o n g the crowd, where a confu i ion , greater 

i f poflible than what has preceded, enfues, i n 

fcramblir jg for the heads o f each, to the great 

amufemenn o f the k i n g ; and whoever are 

l u c k y enough to carry off the prizes , w h i c h 

confi l t o f the heads o f the v ic t ims, are each 

rewarded wi th a handfome prefent. T h i s is 

the laft h u m a n facrifice at the Cuftoms, and is 

a part o f the ceremony which the Whites 

never ftay to fee p e r f o r m e d ; but, i f report 

may be credited, the carcafe o f the h u m a n 

v i c t i m is almoft whol ly devoured, as a l l the 

m o b below w i l l have a tafte o f i t . 

I reached Agrimee, on the borders o f the 

wood, that n i g h t ; and, a l t e r a few hours reft, 

rofe before day to get through this fat iguing 

part o f the journey before the heat o f the 

m o r n i n g , and d i d not halt u n t i l I got to m y 

o l d friend Jabrakou at IVhybow; wi th w h o m 

I fpent that day, and a great part o f the n e x t : 

but could not ftay to accompany h i m on a 

great buffalo hunt, for w h i c h he was prepar

i n g . I arr ived at Ardra on the evening o f 

the 17th o f February, where an occurrence 

happened that m i g h t have terminated worfe 

for 



for us th9.11 it d i d . I had m y h a m m o c flung 

i n the white men's apartment, adjoining 

Mayhou9& houfe; and the weather b e i n g very 

w a r m , the hammoc m e n , porters, & c . cjiofc 

to fpread their mats, and l ie i n the p iazza , 

and i n the l i t t le court before i t , i n the open 

a i r : when we were ai l afleep, except the c a p 

ta in o f the g a n g , who after t a k i n g a nap was 

regal ing h i m f e l f w i t h a p ipe , a leopard leaped 

over the w a l l , w a l k e d over thofe who were 

Jleeping i n the court , and, wi thout h u r t i n g 

t h e m , feized u p o n the fat ihecp w h i c h the 

k i n g had g i v e n me, that was tyed i n a corner 

of the yard ; and carried it off w i t h h i m i n 

an inffant, over a wal l eight feet h i g h , before 

the m a n who faw h i m had t i m e to get a fhot 

at h i m . 

T h e next day, February 18, 1772, I re

t u r n e d fafe to m y factory; and here m y n a r 

rative fhould conclude, but I a m tempted to 

wafte fome addi t ional pages, i n r e l a t i n g a 

few circumftances that occurred i n m y f u b -

fequent journijps to Dabomy. I had occafion 

to vif i t Abomey ̂ g^m i n D e c e m b e r 1773:, the 

k i n g was then 1 i n f i r m , and f i n k i n g u n d n 

years, as wel l as difcafc: he was confined to 

his 
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his r o o m , but would fee me ; w h i c h gave rne 

an opportuni ty o f infpect ing his private 

apartment. H e had a neat detached r o o m 

for .fleeping i n , w h i c h was feparated f r o m 

the court, i n w h i c h it (food, by a w a l l about 

brealf h i g h , the top o f which was ftuck f u l l 

o f human lower-jaw bones; and the l i t t le area 

w i t h i n i r , was paved with (hulls, w h i c h , I 

underl tood, were thofe o f n e i g h b o u r i n g 

k i n g s , and other pcrfons o f eminence and 

dist inct ion, w h o m he had taken prifoners i n 

the courfc o f his wars j and had been placed 

there, that he m i g h t enjoy the favage g r a t i 

fication o f t r a m p l i n g on the heads o f his ene

mies, when he pleated. H e d i d not l o n g 

furvive this interview, but l ingered o n to the 

17th o f M a y 1 774, when he died aged about 

feventy years; o f w h i c h he had reigned about 

for ty ; and was fucceeded by his fon Adaun

zou. 

A h o r r i d fcene commences i n the palace, 

the moment the k i n g expires ; w h i c h c o n 

tinues u n t i l Tamegah and Mayhou have a n 

nounced that event to his fucceifor, and t i l l 

he takes pofleffion o f i t : this he lofes no t i m e 

i n d o i n g , that he may put an end to the mif-r 

c h i e f 



c h i e f g o i n g o n there. T h e wives o f the 

deceafed begin , w i t h b r e a k i n g and destroying 

the furniture o f the houfe, the g o l d and Silver 

ornaments and utensils, the cora l , and i n 

Short, every t h i n g o f value that belonged 

either to themfelves, or to the late k i n g , a n d 

then murder one another. * 

K Adaunzou, 

* Bo/man, an author o f eftablimcd credi t , Speaking o f 

the cuftoms at Whydah, prior to its conqueft, relates, that 

" upon the death o f the k i n g o f that country; and as foon 

*' as i t was p u b l i c l y k n o w n , every perfon fel l to Heal ing as 

" m u c h as he c o u l d o f his neighbour's.goods, w i t h o u t be-

i n g l iable to any punifhment. T h i s fcene o f rapine and 

" confufmi continued t i l l a » w lirtgw&s confirmed on the 

" throne j w h o , b y publ ic proclamation, forbad i t , and 

** was inftantly, and ftriftly obeyed." H e adds, •* that 

" the ficccffion to the crown feemed to depend on the great 

" officers, and their adherents ; fo that the younger brother 

** was frequently elevated to that rank, i n exclufion o f the 

" eldeft." T h e temporary anarchy and tumult ufual i n 

thefe countries whenever the throne became vacant by the 

death o f the fovereign, may poffibly have or ig inated (as I 

have already hinted i n a preceding note) i n a defign e i ther 

to accelerate the choice of a fucceffor, i n order b y that 

means to prevent a c i v i l w a r ; o r , to confirm the popular 

attachment to a monarchical form o f government, by d i f -

g u l t i n g them w i t h the turbulence and Hcentioufnefs i n c i 

dent to a democracy. But this is merely matter of conjee-



Adaunzou, u p o n be ing nominated k i n g , 

haftencd w i t h his retinue to the palace gate, 

w h i c h he broke d o w n , and t a k i n g pofTeifion 

o f i t , put a ftop to the carnage ; but, before 

he c o u l d a c c o m p l i f h this , a great part o f the 

furniture, Sec. was destroyed, and two hundred 

and eighty five o f the w o m e n had been m u r 

dered. T h e fedan chair, however, remained 

entire, and Ahadee was interred i n i t , a c c o m 

panied , i t is faid, by fix o f his wives, who 

were buried al ive w i t h h i m , as were alfo a l l 

thofe who had been k i l l e d i n the affray. 

T h e new k i n g inheri ted his father's p r o -

penfity for war, and an o p p o r t u n i t y foon of

fered for grat i fy ing this paffion. I n the a u 

t u m n o f 1774, the k i n g o f the exi led Whydahs, 

who had fled f r o m their country on the Daho-

man conquest, d i e d . Thefe people o c c u p y 

k f m a l l , fwampy terri tory, between IVhydah 

and Popoe j and l ive i n amity w i t h the latter, 

who alfift t h e m i n their incurf ions and de

predations on the former. T h e Dahomans 

turc;, and, after all, might be no more, than would probably 
happen, upon foiling any other flaves loofe for a while from 
the awe ol a coutrouling and defputic power, and during 
its uifpeiuion. 

never 



never fai l to take fome advantage o f any d i i -

fentions that happen a m o n g thefe people ; 

a n d one now occurred on the death o f their 

k i n g ; for there were two competi tors for the 

g o v e r n m e n t : Abavou (or the Szvajnp-Dog), 

who was fon to h i m who k i l l e d his o w n b r o 

ther at Xavier, and ate his heart, as related 

i n Ahadee's Memoirs and another, who was 

equally related to the deceafed, named Eyee 

(or the Monkey). T h e former had the moft 

numerous adherents, and drove his r i v a l out 

o f the c o u n t r y ; Adaunzou determined to f u p -

port his pretenfions, w i t h o u t b e i n g at the 

trouble o f i n q u i r i n g into the merits o f t h e m , 

a n d fent an a r m y to his aftiftance. Abavou, 

and his party, were o b l i g e d to fly i n their 

t u r n . T h e Dahomans drove thern off the 

m A i n land i n the firft c a m p a i g n , and c o m 

p e l l e d them to take refuge o n an i f land c a l l 

ed Foudou-Cong, or FeteeJJj-IjJand, w h i c h is i n a 

lagoon, or broad expanfe o f water, formed b y 

a r i v e r i n that country . T h e r e they r e m a i n 

ed inaccemble d u r i n g the p e r i o d i c a l rains, 

becaufe the Dahomans had no canoes, a n d 

indeed k n o w n o t h i n g o f the management o i 

t h e m : bup as foon as the waters fubfided, 
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rhey began an arduous undertak ing ; t h e 

a r m y was reinforced w i t h a prodigious n u m 

ber o f men ; they cut d o w n the trees o n each 

fide o f the lagoon, o f w h i c h they made pi les, 

and carried o n a bridge, or caufeway, o n b o t h 

f ides y directly to the ifland ; and after a 

b loody confl ict , i n w h i c h many lives were 

loft, they carr ied i t . 

Ahavou and his party retreated u p o n the 

lagoon i n about eight hundred canoes, w h i c h 

they had w i t h t h e m ; but their efcapc was 

prevented by the Dahomans h a v i n g previoufly 

p i l e d the r i v e r acrofs, a few miles be low, 

where it was narrow, and by k e e p i n g poffef-

l i o n o f b o t h fhores. T h e IVhydahs r e m a i n e d 

i n this diftrefTing Situation for fome months* 

wi thout any other fubfiftence than what they 

derived f rom the fifh i n the r i v e r ; or by 

l a n d i n g occasionally i n force, and beating u p 

fome o f the Dahomans i n their quarters, where 

the affailants fometimes found a f m a l l fupply 

o f provi f ions . 

A t faff, Ahavou, feeing his people w o r n out 

w i t h famine and fatigue, and no profpecr. o f 

e x t r i c a t i n g them f r o m their difficulties, re-

folvcd to furrender h imfe l f . H e thanked his 

follow ess-



followers for their fervices, and told them, 

that the only return he could now make for 

their attachment and fidelity, was to del iver 

h i m f e l f up, and endeavour to p r e v a i l o n 

Adaunzou to accept his l ife, as a peace-offer

i n g for their fafety : wi th this determinat ion 

he came on fhorc, and was fent by Agaow 

(the Dahoman general} to the k i n g , who o r 

dered his head to be cut off. H i s adherents 

fubmit ted pnfoners at d i fcret ion, to be d i f -

pofed o f as the k i n g plcafed. 

A l t h o u g h this tranfacl ion paffed w i t h i n a 

few miles o f IVhydah, and we could not fa i l 

o f k n o w i n g every ftage o f i t , for in fact there 

was n o t h i n g elfe to attend to (as trade is en

tirely fufpeuded whiljl the country is at zvar) yet 

Adaunzou, to gratify his o w n vanity, fent his 

half-heads to announce his v ic tory to the 

governors o f the forts there, and f ignif ied 

his w i t h , that they m o u l d teftify their j o y at 

the event, w h i c h was c o m p l i e d w i t h , by 

f i r i n g a royal falute at each or the forts, and 

by every ftiip i n the road. 

S o o n after this, he thought fit to fend a 

meffenger to acquaint me, that he wifhed to 

ice me, and I waited on h i m towards the end 
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o f December 1775. A t our firft interv iew, 

he afked me i f I had ever feen Abavou ? o n 

r e p l y i n g that I had not, he added, " T h e n 

** you ' fha l l n o w . " I knew Abavou had been 

dead a m o n t h at leait, and had no curiofity to 

fee his remains ; but d i d not t h i n k it advife-

able to oppofe the k i n g ' s intent ion. Some 

w o m e n , to w h o m he gave directions about i t , 

foon returned f r o m an inner apartment o f the 

palace, carry ing a wide, m a l l o w , brafs veifel, 

that contained a large bundle , m u c h bigger 

than a bee-hive, w h i c h was ornamented w i t h 

two f m a l l f i l k flags, each about the fize of a 

handkerchief . T h i s bundle was compofed 

o f various folds o f c l o t h , the uppermost of 

cotton \ w i t h i n t h e m were feveral i i l k w r a p 

pers, w h i c h b e i n g removed, Abavou^ head 

made its appearance, l y i n g i n a c h i n a bafon. 

It was i n perfect: prefervation, as d r y as an 

Egyptian m u m m y , and the hair fmart ly dref-

fed. « That is the fellow," faid the k i n g , 

" who gave me fo m u c h t r o u b l e . " I r e p l i e d , 

Y o u feem to take good care o f h i m , now you 

have h i m . " Y e s , " faid he, " I a m a warrior 

« myfelf, and i f I fhould fall into the enemies 

" hands. 



* hands, c o u l d w i t h to be treated w i t h that 

** decency, o f w h i c h I fet the e x a m p l e . " 

H e ordered a great n u m b e r o f the p r i f o n -

ers, who had furrendered o n the late o c c a 

sion, to be f l iewn to me. I decl ined p u r 

chasing any o f t h e m , as they were m u c h e m a 

ciated, and appeared to be fickly. " Since 

" that is the cafe," faid he, « I Shall put t h e m 

" to d e a t h . " I endeavored to diffuade h i m 

f r o m that refolution, and recommended that 

he w o u l d make them boilers of fait, as they 

came f rom the country w h i c h fuppl ied h i m 

w i t h that a r t i c l e ; or to employ them i n fome 

other way. H e faid, " i t w o u l d be le t t ing a 

" lad example, and keeping people i n the 

* country, who m i g h t h o l d feditious l a n -

" guage: that his was a pecul iar government , 

•« and that thefe Strangers m i g h t prejudice 

" his people againST it , and infect them w i t h 

" fentiments incompat ib le w i t h i t . " I real ly 

cannot fay what was at laft the fate o f thefe 

poor people: I k n o w they were not kept for 

fait boilers, and doubt not fome o f them were 

purchafed afterwards (when their health 

a n d ftrength were recruited), for flaves for 

the Weft Indies; but thofe who d i d not f ind 

K 4 purchafers 



136 A JOURNEY TO THE COURT 

purchafers w o u l d undoubtedly be p u t to 

death: and the Annual Cujioms, w h i c h were 

then at hand, w o u l d produce a demand for 

two or three hundred o f t h e m ; to " water 

t* w i t h their b lood the graves o f Adaunzou'3 

« ancestors." 

A P P E N D I X . 

T S H A L L beg leave to add, by way o f 

• fupplement, a few part iculars , w h i c h 

have fome connect ion w i t h the preceding 

narratives. It has been feen, that the Da-

homan conquel ls have extended chiefly over 

the m a r i t i m e H a t e s — a c i rcumltance , w h i c h 

m i g h t appear Angular , i f we were only to 

regard the comparat ive c i v i l i z a t i o n o f thofe 

ftates, i n confequence o f their intercourfe 

w i t h Europeans, and the ready fupply o f fire 

arms and a m m u n i t i o n to be obtained f r o m 

that 



that commerce , for their defence : but the 

t r u t h feems to have been, that i n p r o p o r t i o n 

as thefe ftates became i m p r o v e d i n c i v i l i 

zat ion, a n d addicted to agr icul ture and 

trade, they decl ined f rom their ancient fero

c i t y o f t e m p e r : they h a d g r o w n voluptuous 

a n d effeminate, and loft every fpark o f m a r 

t i a l l ire. T h e k i n g d o m o f PVhydab, though 

capable o f m u t t e r i n g w i t h eafe two hundred 

thoufand effective m i l i t i a , employee! none 

b u t mercenary foldiers for its protect ion. 

O n the other hand, the inter ior nations 

c o n t i n u i n g unaltered i n their manners, were 

not to be fubdued by the Dahoman armies . 

T h e borderers o n this k i n g d o m are the Eyos 

or Eyoes on the eaftern fide, between Dabomy 

a n d Benin; the Mahees, o n the weftern ; a n d 

the Tappas, whofe country lies contiguous 

to the Eyos. T h e latter are a very f p i r i t e d 

nat ion, and firft gave a check to the a m b i 

t i o n o f Guadja Trudo. T h e y are probably 

the Taboos o f Snelgrave, who perhaps had 

borrowed this name f r o m Swift's G u l l i v e r , 

w h i c h was cotemporary w i t h his p u b l i c a 

t i o n . T h e i r f o r m o f government is not 

Very different f r o m that o f Dabomy, Irom 

w h i c h 



w h i c h their defpot, u n t i l very lately, ex% 

acted a yearly tribute for many years, as the 

p r i c & o f peace. T h e y cult ivate cotton, and 

a fpecies o f gfafs^ and manufacture b o t h 

i n t o c l o t h i n g , for the ufe o f the natives. 

T h e i r traders l ikewife deal largely i n flavcs, 

w h i c h are difpofed o f to the factors o f Da-

homy. T h e Mahees, as I have before h i n t e d , 

are a powerful confederacy o f many u n i t e d 

and independent ftates ; whofe f o r m o f g o 

vernment feems to be o f the feudal k i n d . 

T h e i r leading m e n polfefs vatTals or naves, 

but do not treat them w i t h the Dahoman af-

per i ty . Neverthelefs, they fel l flaves i n c o n -

i iderable numbers to the Dahoman factors. 

B u t revolutions happen fo frequently, and 

f r o m fuch t r i v i a l caufes, a m o n g thefe b a r b a 

rous nations, who have not yet difcovered 

the means o f conft i tut ing , by regular offen-

f i v e a n d defeniive treaties, a p o l i t i c a l balance 

o f power, for their m u t u a l prefervation and 

tranqui l i ty , that they cannot be fuppofed to 

enjoy a n y t h i n g l i k e a fettled form o f g o v e r n 

ment : it fluctuates w i t h the alternate fuc-

ceffes o f invaders and ufurpers. T h e Eyos 

are even n o w engaged i n hoiti l i t ies againft 

the 



the Mabees, w i t h the ufual fury o f favages. 

A t the commencement o f the laft p e r i o d i c a l 

rains ( i n May 1788) they had ravaged no 

lefs than fourteen dif tr ic ls ; and, b u r n i n g 

and destroying mult i tudes o f towns and v i l 

lages, cont inued their progrefs w i t h fuch de

vastation and horror , that the tyrant o f Da

bomy was not wi thout violent apprehenfions 

for his o w n fafety. O f the Tappas, but l i t t l e 

is k n o w n . It is fuppofed they are the fame 

nat ion w h i c h is mentioned by Snelgrave, by 

the name o f Tuffbs, a large party o f w h o m 

havirtg been furprized and routed by the 

forces o f Guadja Trudo, eighteen h u n d r e d 

captives were brought to the royal e n c a m p 

ment, and o f this n u m b e r no lefs than four 

h u n d r e d were inftantly facrif iced. T h e re

mainder were either kept or fo ld as flaves. 

T h i s nat ion , however, muft have acquired 

considerable importance , as they drew a re

gular tr ibute f r o m the Eyos. 

T h e language c o m m o n l y fpoken i n the 

Dahoman empire is the Ajirab, w h i c h is the 

proper d i a l e d o f Ardrab, whofe d o m i n i o n s 

formerly extended f r o m the r iver Volt a to 

Lagos. T h r o u g h o u t the fame tract o f c o u n 

t r y 



try i t prevails at this day, though corrupted 

a l i t t le , it is true, w i t h fome p r o v i n c i a l id ioms 

a n d variations, occasioned by an i n t e r m i x 

ture o f different people. Ajirah was once a 

large and populous town, before the fubver-

f ion o f the k i n g d o m o f Ardrah by the Daho

mans m 1724. It is even at prefent no c o n 

tempt ib le place. Its dif lance f rom Griwhec 

o r Grigiie, (the capital o f Whydah) is about 

feven hours. I ufed to compute , that the 

h a m m o c m e n carr ied me at the rate o f at 

leaji, five, miles per hour, i n general . B u t 

that part o f the road indeed w h i c h lies 

t h r o u g h the great wood ( m a r k e d u p o n the 

m a p ) is fo extremely bad, that 1 a m certain 

m y rate o f t r a v e l l i n g d i d not exceed four 

mi les per hour, d u r i n g the five hours I e m 

ployed i n eroding i t . Whydah, i n its ancient 

irate, and before it became a prov ince to Da-

homy, was bounded on the weftern part by 

Popot It ranged a long the fhore about nine 

o r ten m i l e s ; but i n its in land d i v i f i o n , f rom 

ten to twelve miles i n breadth ( though i n 

fome parts rather lefs), and contained about 

f ixty thoufand fquare acres. So very p o p u 

lous was i t , that i n one vi l lage only , were 

computed 



computed as many inhabitants as are c o m 

m o n l y found i n an entire k i n g d o m o n the 

Gold Coajl. T h e r e were many o f thefe large 

villages equally wel l frocked, befides i n n u 

merable f m a l l o n e s ; moft o f w h i c h lay at a 

very f m a l l diftance from each other. T h e 

k i n g affured Bo/man (about the year 1693) 

that one o f his v ice-roys, w i t h his fons a n d 

grand-fons (and not r e c k o n i n g any o f his 

female d e f e n d a n t s ) made up a body o f tzvo 

thou/aiui pcrtbnSy a l l o f w h o m were then l i 

v i n g . T h i s , however marvel lous it may 

found i n our ears, was not thought at a l l i n 

credible by thofe to w h o m it was ment ioned, 

becaufe the c o m m o n m e n i n general had 

f r o m forty to fifty wives each; and their 

fuperiors f r o m three to four hundred, and 

fome o f them even one thoufand : the k i n g 

h i m f e l f maintained a baram o f between four 

a n d five thoufand. M o f t o f thefe w o m e n 

wrere employed i n t i l l i n g the g r o u n d for 

their refpective hufbands. S u c h a m o n g 

t h e m as c o u l d boaft pre-eminent beauty, 

w h i c h elevated them to the rank o f favorites 

remained at home, yet were not entirely e x -

cufed f r o m fervile duties, but waited upon 

their 



their hufbands. Beiides agr icul ture , they 

were-alfo occupied i n f p i n n i n g cotton, weav^ 

i n g c lo th* , and b r e w i n g pitto, a k i n d of 

beer ( w h i c h was the ordinary d r i n k ) , i n 

dreffing victuals for fale, and c a r r y i n g m e r -

chandifes to the market *. T h e m e n p r a c -

tifed, though rudely , the arts o f f o r m i n g d o -

meftic utenli ls w i t h the fliells o f the calebajb 

f r u i t ; baffagyes f o r j a v e l i n s ) , and feverai 

other articles- T h e y were the m o d wealthy 

and the moft enlightened blacks on the Have 

coaf t ; an i m p r o v e m e n t chiefly effected by 

a l o n g habit o f intercourfe w i t h Europeans 

o f feverai different nations. Sabee, at that 

p e r i o d the metropol is o f the k i n g d o m , the 

refidence o f their m o n a r c h , and feat o f their 

c o m m e r c e , was above four mi les i n c i r c u m 

ference. T h e houfes, constructed w i t h m u d 

wal ls , were roofed w i t h thatch. T h e factory 

houfes o f the E u r o p e a n traders were fpaciousv 

and airy, d i f t r ibuted i n t o convenient apart

ments, and Surrounded o n the outfide w i t h 

a large gallery o p e n i n g into balconies. The-

* The natives affigned as a reafon for ufmg an artificial 
beverage, that the water of their wells was too chilly, to* 
be fwallowcd without danger. 
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t o w n fwarmed w i t h people, i n f o m u c h , 

that i t was impof i ib le to pafs through the 

Streets wi thout great diff iculty. M a r k e t s 

were h e l d every day, at w h i c h were cxpofed 

to falc a l l forts o f merchandizes, E u r o p e a n 

and A f r i c a n , befidcs abundance o f provisions ' 

o f every k i n d . Adjacent to the factories 

was an extensive Space, adorned with beauti

ful and lofty trees, w h i c h afforded a refrefh-

i n g made to the governors, factors, and c a p 

tains o f veffels b e l o n g i n g to G r e a t - B r i t a i n , 

F r a n c e , and P o r t u g a l . H e r e they walked 

every day, and difcourfed o f their affairs. 

T h e prodigious n u m b e r and variety o f ta l l 

and lovely trees, w h i c h feemed as i f they had 

been planted o n purpofe for decoration ; the 

drains w h i c h interfected the country, a n d 

were unincumbered w i t h br iars , or noxious 

plants (fo u n l i k e what one fees i n other parts 

o f Guinea) • fields o f the l ivelieft verdure, 

ent irely devoted to cul ture , and feparated 

o n l y by a d i t c h , or a p a t h ; the plains e m -

bel l i fhed w i t h an a f ioni fh ing m u l t i t u d e o f 

large and fmal l vi l lages, every one o f w h i c h 

was inclofed w i t h a low m u d w a l l , and placed 

i n ful l v iew o f the f u r r o u n d i n g district j — a l l 

this • 



this aifemblage united to form the m o i l pit** 

turefque view imaginable , unobftructed either 

by m o u n t a i n or h i l l . T h e country r i l i n g by 

a gradual , and almoft impercept ib le flopc, to 

the d i i iance o f between forty and fifty miles 

f r o m the m a r g i n o f the fea, there was n o t * 

fpot throughout the whole k i n g d o m , w h i c h 

d i d not comprehend water w i t h i n the l i m i t s 

o f its profpect. S u c h was the landfcape 

fketched by Bofman, and finifhed by Smith, 

w h o perhaps may have heightened its co lor

i n g w i t h rather too l icent ious a fancy ; for 

he had no o p p o r t u n i t y o f v i e w i n g the c o u n 

try w i t h his o w n eyes, u n t i l fome months 

after the utter d e m o l i t i o n o f the town, and 

defolation o f the entire k i n g d o m , by the bar

barians o f Dabomy. A t the t i m e o f this 

voyager's a r r i v a l o n the coaft, the e ly f ium 

had vani fhed; the fields lay uncul tured, over

r u n w i t h weeds, and Strewed w i t h h u m a n 

fkeletons; and the very a i r o f the place was 

i m p o i f o n c d w i t h exhalations pcfiiferous to 

the lives o f E u r o p e a n v i f i tors . B u t it is u n -

queftionably a very fertile tract o f l a n d . 

T h e heat o f the fun is almoft infupportable 

b y Europeans , yet Whydah is at prefent not 

in 
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in a l l refpects a difagreeable refidence. T h e 

fociety o f the gentlemen at the forts, is a 

plcaf ing re l ie f i n the hours o f relaxation 

f rom bufinefs. T h e market is a m p l y f u p -

pl ied ; for the country abounds w i t h deer, 

iheep, and excellent goats (whofe flefh is as 

tender as m u t t o n ) , hogs both w i l d and d o -

medicated , variety o f poul try , and plenty o f 

good fifh. Some beef is l ikewife attainable 

occafionally. * A l l thefe articles are fold at 

reafonable prices. A turtle we ighing one 

hundred pounds weight, has been purchafed 

for a f ingle flafk o f brandy. So that a {hip's 

company may be furnifhed here w i t h frelh 

provisions i n greater abundance, and cheaper 

than at any other part o f the coaft. N o r is 

i t deftitute o f various productions, adapted to 

commerce, and manufacture, A m o n g thofe 

which i n a very imperfect furvey o f the c o u n 

try have ftruck the obfervation o f E u r o p e a n 

traders, are, 

T h e Indigo p lant , w h i c h is exceedingly 

* Atkins fays, that a cow of three hundred pounds weight 
is reckoned a fine bead ; and that the fheep weigh about 
twelve pounds weight. It is true they are fmall; but they 
arc juicy and well tailed. 
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c o m m o n ; but w h i c h the natives have n e i 

ther { k i l l , nor di fpof i t ion to prepare for a 

market . 

Tobacco grows fpontaneoufly i n feverai 

places : this, no lefs than the former, requires 

the management o f experienced Europeans , 

to b r i n g i t into a Mate adapted for fale. 

Cotton is not on ly cult ivated, but m a n u 

factured into c l o t h , for the ufe o f the n a 

tives. 

Pepper, o f a fpecies very f imiJar, and i n 

deed fcarcely di f t inguifhable i n flavor f rom 

that o f the E a f l - I n d i e s . 

A f m a l l berry ferves the natives as a fubSti-

tute for fugar. It is i n i t f e l f i n f i p i d i n the 

m o u t h , but imparts a certain fweetnefs to 

whatever is eaten after i t . * 

Palm Oil is another valuable product ion, 

and is exported f rom hence i n large q u a n t i 

ties for the ufe o f the B r i t i l h wool-combers 

and foap-boilers. 

Peltry, fuch as tyger and leopard fkins, & c . 

are not o f m u c h importance . B u t i f we 

consider the infinite profuf ion o f other ufeful 

products fcattered over this country by the 

hand o f nature, we are forced to lament the 

extreme 
/ 



OT BOSSA AHADfcE. 147 

extreme indolence o f the natives, who remain 

unconfeious of, or indifferent to, the bleflings 

w h i c h furround them. 

T h e men fleep, and f m o k e ; the w o m e n 

(upon w h o m the whole taflc o f agriculture is 

enforced) put , once in the year, a l i t t le feed-

c o r n into the g r o u n d : fuch is the general 

t o r p i d i t y w h i c h characterizes this people, 

and w h i c h w o u l d feem to juftify a c o m m o n 

remark, that i n A f r i c a , i n proport ion as the 

fo i l is fruit ful , the inhabitants are averfe to 

labor. 

Whydah, i n its date o f independence, and 

profperity, before the Dahoman i n v a i i o n , is 

fa id * to have exported, pretty regularly, a 

thoufand Mayes per m o n t h , throughout the 

year. Its prefent export amounts only to 

about five thoufand five hundred per a n n u m . 

T h u s , the conqueft o f i t , by the k i n g o f Da

bomy, has d i m i n i f h e d the traffic i n f laves ; not 

by the fubtt i tut ion o f one more innocent, but 

by a carnage, and depopulat ion, the moft 

horr ib le that ever occurred, perhaps, i n the 

hiftory o f m a n k i n d . 

* See Bf>,ia». 
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O F T H E 

AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE. 

S E C O N D E D I T I O N , W I T H A D D I T I O N S , 

A S the A f r i c a n Slave T r a d e has been o f 

late the fubjecr. o f p u b l i c e x a m i n a t i o n 

and o f private difcuffion, a b r i e f account o f 

i t may not perhaps be unacceptable to thofe 

who have had no opportunity o f hear ing the 

evidence that has been g i v e n at the bar o f 

both houfes o f parl iament, or Ieifure to pe-

rufe the various publ icat ions w h i c h the p r e 

fent i n q u i r y has occasioned. 

A trade for N e g r o flaves is carried on from 

the r i v e r Senegal i n 16 deg. n o r t h latitude, 

L 3 to 



to Cape N e g r o , i n 16 deg. f o u t h : w h i c h 

comprehends a tract, o f near four thoufand 

mi les o f fea coaft ; and includes the greateft 

part o f the inter ior c o u n t r y w i t h i n the above 

l i m i t s , f rom the confines o f M o u n t A t l a s , 

acro£s the immenfe continent o f A f r i c a , to 

M o z a m b i q u e , on the eaftcrn coaft. 

F r o m the nations border ing On the rivers 

Senegal and G a m b i a , the emperor o f M o 

rocco procures annually recruits for his b l a c k 

c a v a l r y ; and his fubjecls are furnifhed from 

thence w i t h whatever flavcs they have occa

l i o n for. Caravans alfo travel f r o m thence 

acrofs the continent, to U p p e r E g y p t , wi th 

considerable numbers o f N e g r o flavcs • who 

are forwarded f r o m thence either f rom A l e x 

andria , by fea, or marched through A f i a 

M i n o r , to 'Conf lant inople . F r o m the fame 

country, i n c l u d i n g the diftricts towards the 

river Sierra L e o n , flavcs are collected for 

H p p l v i n g the different ftates o f Barbary ; 

f rom the ports o f w h i c h , fome o f thefe flavcs 

are lent to the M o r e a , and to the T u r k i f h 

iflands in the M e d i t e r r a n e a n : hence it is, 

ha: the A f r i c a n coaft from Senegal* to Sierra 

i .eon affords, comparat ively , but few flave.j 

; to 



to the E u r o p e a n traders. F r o m M o z a m 

bique, and the ports o n the eaftern coaft o f 

A f r i c a , great numbers are fent to Perfia, G o a , 

and other parts o f the Eaft I n d i e s ; and i n 

proport ion as the culture o f the W e f t I n d i a n 

Iflands, and o f the E u r o p e a n fettlements i n 

A m e r i c a , has been extended, a demand for 

the labour o f A f r i c a n Negroes has regularly 

jncreafed there ; and now amounts to about 

eighty thoufand annually : o f w h i c h the B r i -

t i f h purchafe about forty thoufand j the 

F r e n c h , twenty t h o u f a n d ; the Portuguefe, 

ten thoufand ; the D u t c h ; fix thoufand ; a n d 

the Danes, four thoufand. — O f the forty 

thoufand purchafed by the B r i t i l h , about a 

twentieth part are calculated to die on the 

voyage; and three-fourths o f thofe that a r 

r ive i n the W e f t Indies, are difpofed o f to the 

F r e n c h and S p a n i a r d s ; the remainder are 

di f tr ibuted i n the B r i t i f h iflands, and, for the 

greater part, continue ftill i n a ftate o f n a 

ture. Jamaica w i l l require an addi t ion o f 

five or fix thoufand (laves annual ly , for many 

years, to complete its cu l t ivat ion . T h i s is 

the cafe alfe, though i n a lefs degree, o f the 

iflands o f Grenada, D o m i n i c a , St. Vincent , 

L 4 and 



and fome other places ; part icular ly the B a 

hamas and the Bay o f H o n d u r a s : the B a 

hamas are now the retreat o f the unfortunate 

L o y a l i l t s , who h a v i n g been banifhed f r o m 

the U n i t e d States, have a v i r g i n f o i l to work 

u p o n , w h i c h promifes no ungrateful return, 

as foon as the neceifary labourers can be p r o 

cured i and the Bay o f H o n d u r a s affords a n 

afy lum t o thofe B r i t i f h fettlers y who have 

lately been obl iged to abandon their poffef-

l ions on the M o f q u i t t o Shore. 

W h e n the prodigious demand for A f r i c a n 

Negroes , w h i c h has cxifted for t ime i m m e -

m o r i a l i n M a u r i t a n i a , E g y p t , Perfia, and 

the Eaff, is considered ; and, i n addi t ion to 

that, the immenfe exportat ion o f late years 

to A m e r i c a and the W e f t Indies, i t m i g h t be 

prefumed, that a visible decreafe o f i n h a b i 

tants w o u l d be the confequence o f thefe a n 

nual d r a i n s ; but f r o m the concurrent testi

mony o f the moft inte l l igent perfons, w h o 

have vif lted that country , i t does not appear 

rhat this fpeculation is juft i f ied by expe

rience. 

T h e y who have been both i n A f r i c a a n d 

A m e r i c a , fay that they have been ftruck 

w i t h 



w i t h the appearance o f nearly the lame p o 

pulat ion as i n the itate o f V i r g i n i a , i n thofe 

parts o f A f r i c a that l ie u p o n the C o a f t ; a n d 

add, that f r o m the belt information w h i c h 

they c o u l d get, the inter ior parts are at leaft 

as ful ly inhabited, as thofe w h i c h they had 

an opportuni ty o f feeing. V i r g i n i a c o m p r e 

hends about thir ty thoufand fquare mi les , 

a n d , i n c l u d i n g the Negroes, is faid to c o n 

ta in eight hundred thoufand i n h a b i t a n t s : 

t a k i n g this for the bails o f a ca lculat ion, i t 

may reafonably be prefumed that N e g r o l a n d , 

w h i c h extends, as was mentioned before, 

from the Senegal to Cape N e g r o , and f r o m 

the A t l a n t i c eastward to the Indian Ocean,' 

and contains, exclusive o f N u b i a and A b i f -

i i n i a , at leaft, four m i l l i o n s o f fquare miles, 

cdnnot have lefs than one hundred and f ix 

m i l l i o n s o f i n h a b i t a n t s ; w h i c h are more 

than Great B r i t a i n , France, Spain , P o r t u g a l , 

G e r m a n y , Italy, H o l l a n d and S w i t z e r l a n d 

collectively conta in . 

A late w r i t e r * , who was wel l acquainted 

w i t h A f r i c a , f r o m his l o n g residence there, 

* The late Governor Mippefly, of Cape Coaft Caftle. 

has 



has pointed out the very different c i r c u i t s 

fiances o f E u r o p e and A f r i c a , w i t h regard 

to the advantages and disadvantages attend

i n g the propagation o f the fpecies i n each; 

W h a t numbers o f both fexes, fays he, arc 

there i n the E u r o p e a n w o r l d , who g r o w u p 

and die, wi thout ever h a v i n g c h i l d r e n ! T h e 

increafe o f l u x u r y has always been an enemy 

to m a t r i m o n y - and accordingly , we f ind 

many decl ine i t f rom choice, and many f r o m 

neccffity. T h e v a i n are deterred f r o m itj 

f r o m an unwil l ingnefs to abridge any part 

o f the fplendor o f their appearance; and 

the indigent , from a certainty o f m u l t i p l y i n g 

their necemties. T h e l o n g abfence o f m e n 

f r o m their wives, o n account o f trade a n d 

other avocations, to fay n o t h i n g o f war a n d 

its wafteful confcquences, neceffarily reduces 

the n u m b e r o f b ir ths . A (fate o f fervitude 

precludes a State o f m a t r i m o n y , i n a great 

part o f the c o m m u n i t y ; for there are few 

who w i l l keep a m a r r i e d fervant o f either 

fex; but above a l l , r e l i g i o n , i n the R o m a n 

C a t h o l i c countries, ftrikes the heaviest b l o w 

at propagation. Thefe, and other obstacles 

to marriage and populat ion, w h i c h exift, and 

arc 



arc l i k e l y to continue i n E u r o p e , prevent a 

yearly recruit o f at leaft fome m i l l i o n s o f 

p e o p l e ; yet under a l l thefe difadvantages, 

the number o f its inhabitants are fuppofed 

to increafe. 

I n A f r i c a none o f thefe impediments p r e 

vai l : there we find defire, unchecked by the 

dread o f want, t a k i n g its fu l l fcope. A 

turn to fpeculation, retirement and abstracted 

ftudies, refolutions o f celibacy from d i f a p -

pointed love, unmarried fervants, l o n g voy

ages, and religious vows, are utterly u n k n o w n . 

T h e i r wars are not attended w i t h the fame 

circumftances o f destruction as ours * ; and 

here are no impediments againft p u r f u i n g 

the dictates o f natural i n c l i n a t i o n . P o l y g a m y 

is univerfal ly practifed i n A f r i c a , and c o n 

tributes greatly to its populoufnefs. It w o u l d 

be hurtful to the populat ion o f E u r o p e ; 

where the number o f males and females b o r n 

is nearly equal, or at leaft differs only about 

as m u c h as to make up for the n u m b e r o f 

the former that are cut o i l , by accident at

tending their active ftate : but i n A f r i c a , 

* f o n g voyages, trd*ioui hnprifonmeiits , fliipwrecks, 

t - . i y h a n l n i c u t i , &C. & c . 

where 



where no m a n goes without a wife f r o m a 

fcarcity o f w o m e n , and i n fhort an u n -

matcd b lack m a n is fe ldom or never feen j 

where the richeft m e n , h a v i n g many wives* 

do not prevent the pooreft f rom h a v i n g one 

o r two, the number o f w o m e n muff greatly 

exceed that o f the m e n : nor is this a l i n g u 

lar cdfc, for the fame happens at B a n t a m , 

a n d other parts o f the E a f i Indies, that l ie 

i n the fame lat i tudes: befides the n u m b e r 

o f m e n every year flaughtered and sacrificed 

i n A f r i c a , there is a great majority o f male 

flavcs carr ied out o f i t , w h i c h f r i l l adds 

very m u c h to the relative p r o p o r t i o n o f wo

m e n left b e h i n d ; fo that there muft be an 

advantage to p o p u l a t i o n i n a d m i t t i n g p o l y 

g a m y i n a country , where almoft every m a i l 

m a y have two o r three wives, and feverai, 

as many hundreds. H e n c e it is, that A f r i c a 

c a n not only continue f u p p l y i n g a l l the de

mands that offer for her furplus inhabitants, 

i n the quantities i t has hitherto done, but , 

i f neceflity required i t , c o u l d fpare thoufands, 

nay mi l l ions more , to the end o f t ime, a l l 

o f w h o m may be confidered as refcued 

by 



o y this means f r o m that certain death, w h i c h 

^waited them i n their own country. 

T h e vaft country o f N e g r o l a n d is d i 

v ided into a m u l t i t u d e o f ftates, the grcateft 

part o f w h i c h have never yet been explored \ 

but i n thole w h i c h have been v i i i ted by E t u 

ropeans, the government is found to vary 

f rom the moft abfolute tyranny i n fome, to 

fomewhat lefs defpotic and oppreflive i n 

others. T h e b u l k o f the people are Haves 

to a few freemen ; and i n fome ftates there 

is not an i n d i v i d u a l free but the prince ; 

f r o m every c ircumftance o f intel l igence and 

obfervation, the general ftate o f the N e g r o , 

i n A f r i c a , is that o f flavery and qppreffion, 

\n every fenfe o f the w o r d . I n Dabomy, the 

k i n g is abfolute mai ler o f the l i fe , l iberty , 

and property , o f every perfon i n his d o m i 

nions ; and he fports w i t h them, w i t h the 

moft favage and wanton cruelty. Pi les o f 

their heads are placed as ornaments before 

his palace gates on fcftival days, and on every 

p u b l i c o c c a l i o n ; and the floors leading to 

his aparment are ftrewed w i t h their bodies, 

t o imprefs thofe who approach h i m with re-, 

fpedfc a n d awe. T h e area before his bed

c h a m b e r 



chamber, is paved w i t h the fkulls o f p r i , 

Toners taken i n war, that he may dai ly c m 

joy the favage grati f ication o f l i teral ly t r a m p 

l i n g on the heads o f his enemies. Parents 

have neither property , nor interest i n their 

c h i l d r e n , i n the Dahoman t err i tor ies ; they 

belong entirely to the k i n g , and are a l l 

taken, by his order, f r o m their mothers, at 

a n early age, and di f t r ibuted i n vil lages re

mote f rom the place o f their n a t i v i t y ; 

where there is but l i t t le chance o f their be-?-

i n g feen, or, at leafi, recognized by their 

parents afterwards. H i s m o t i v e , f o r this is, 

that there may be no family connexions, no 

a f f i l i a t i o n s that m i g h t be injurious to his 

u n l i m i t t e d power. E a c h i n d i v i d u a l is de

tached, and u n c o n n e c t e d ; and, h a v i n g no 

relative for w h o m he is interested, is f o l i -

citous only for his own fafcty, w h i c h he c o n -

fults by the moft abject fumif l ion. T h e r e , 

paternal affections, and f i l ia l love fcarcely 

e x i f t : for mothers, instead o f cher i fh ing , 

endeavour to fupprefs thofe attachments for 

their offspring, w h i c h , they are certain, w i l l 

be violated, as foon as their c h i l d r e n are able 

to undergo the fatigue o f be ing removed 

from, 



f rom them. Y e t , this worst o f flavery does 

not prevent populat ion, as i t , doubtlefs, would 

i n any c i v i l i z e d part o f the wor ld , where 

l iberty is p r i z e d above a l l other enjoyments. 

B u t the idea o f flavery is different i n an 

A f r i c a n . H a d the N e g r o the love o f r a 

t ional freedom e x i i t i n g i n his breaff, it is 

next to impoffible that he c o u l d act thus. 

B u t , a las! he knows n o t h i n g o f this i n -

eftimable bleffing, h a v i n g never enjoyed i t ! 

T h e country w h i c h gave h i m b i r t h , the f o i l 

f r o m w h i c h he f p r u n g , produce no fuch 

bloffom ; and, m o u l d it ever appear, w h i c h 

is h i g h l y i m p r o b a b l e , instead o f the foster

i n g hand to b r i n g it to matur i ty , the bloody 

and unrelent ing a r m o f tyranny is ever ready 

to cut i t d o w n . 

T h e c r e d i b i l i t y o f thefe extraordinary 

facts does not depend upon mere hearfay: 

Dabomy is a m a r i t i m e k i n g d o m , i n w h i c h the 

B r i t i f h , F r e n c h , and Portuguefe have been 

permit ted to erect forts for the protection o f 

their t r a d e ; and the veraci ty o f what is 

here related, is authenticated by the i n d u 

bitable testimony o f many who have refided 

(here, and have avowed it p u b l i c l y . 

T h e 



T h e African's have been i n the practice, 

f r o m t ime i m m e m o r i a l , o l fe l l ing their 

c o u n t r y m e n , and never entertained any more 

doubt o f their r i g h t to do fo, than we do o f 

fending delinquents to Botany Bay, or to T y 

b u r n ; deeming it fair and juft to difpofe o f 

their flaves, pr i ibners o f war, and felons, 

a c c o r d i n g to their o w n eftablifhed laws and 

cuftoms. Great enormities the) puni fh w i t h 

death ; but, unlefs i t be i n fuch defpotic 

governments as Dabomy, few but c r i m i n a l s 

are fold to the Europeans , except prifoners 

taken i n war • who w o u l d inevi tably be put 

to death, d i d not a more profitable mode 

offer o f d i fpof ing o f them : and hence i t i s , 

that perfons o f , fome rank i n their o w n 

country, fometimes become flaves i n the 

W e f t Indies and A m e r i c a n c o l o n i e s ; but the 

houfe o f bondage, ftrictly fpeaking, may be 

cal led a land o f freedom to them : where, 

notwithf tanding they do not enjoy p r e - e m i 

nence, they may be comfortable ; and where^ 

al though prevented f r o m exercis ing cruelty 

on others, they are always protected t h e m -

felves. T h o f e who are g u i l t y o f theft, a d u l 

tery, or the i m p u t e d c r i m e of witchcraft , 



i$ they efcape death, are fold for flaves. T o 

deter t h e m f r o m the c o m m i i i i o n o f thefe 

cr imes, their f i tuat ion i n foreign flavery is 

reprefented to be attended w i t h the fevereft 

tor tures ; w h i c h , fortunately for them h o w 

ever, are not real ized. N o r is it to be w o n 

dered at, i n a country o f fo great extent, 

a n d fo l i t t l e c i v i l i z a t i o n , that the greateft 

part o f the A f r i c a n s , brought to the E u r o 

pean colonies, have been previoufly c o n 

d e m n e d to flavery, for a els o f d e l i n q u e n c y ; 

fince Great B r i t a i n alone, under the fupe-

r ior advantages o f its r e l i g i o n , laws, a n d 

manners, produces annual ly above two t h o u 

fand convicts. 

Since the labour o f A f r i c a n flaves has 

been found neceffary for the c u l t i v a t i o n o f 

the fo i l i n the t ropica l cl imates o f A m e r i c a , 

f r o m the utter incapacity o f white people to 

undergo that fatigue, every E u r o p e a n nat ion 

polfefRng colonies there, has been fo l ic i tous 

to acquire a fhare i n this traff ic; nor have 

the moft fcrupulous o f them entertained a 

doubt o f their r ight to purchafe, what the 

A f r i c a n s exercifed a r ight to difpofe of. 

A m o n g the adventurers i n this trade, the 
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B r i t i f h potters, at prefent, the greatefi lhaie . 

It was d u r i n g the government o f the c o m 

monwealth, that Negroes were carried, i n any 

numbers, to the B r i t i f h W e f t Indies, and 

then, chiefly to Barbadoes : a few indeed 

were brought to V i r g i n i a , by a D u t c h Ship, 

as early as 1 6 2 0 ; but i t was the R o y a l A f r i 

can C o m p a n y , that firft carried on , f rom 

E n g l a n d , a vigorous c o m m e r c e to A f r i c a , 

d u r i n g the reign o f Charles I I . W e may 

f o r m an o p i n i o n o f the magnitude o f i t , i n 

its moft flouriming ftate, pr ior to the revo-^ 

l u t i o n i n 1688, by considering that the 

c o m p a n y employed th i r ty fhips annually, 

w h i c h delivered about five thoufand Negroes 

i n the Weft Indies. T h e increafe o f it to 

its prefent i tatc, may be attr ibuted to the 

e n t c r p r i z i n g fpir i t o f the m e r c h a n t s ; to the 

i i i p e r i o r addrefs o f thofe employed i n the ex^ 

ecutive part o f i t 5 to the opulence o f the 

manufacturers, w h i c h enables them to extend 

a credit to the former, beyond what can be 

had i n any other c o u n t r y ; and to the annual 

grants o f parl iament, for the maintenance 

o f fcvCral forts, and factories i n A f r i c a , f r o m 

fhcfe c o n c u r r i n g circumftances, the B r i t i f h 

p l a n t e r 



planters are fuppl ied w i t h Negroes, o n more 

reafonable terms than their neighbours; 

a n d a large furplus is left, w h i c h is difpofed 

o f to the F r e n c h and Spaniards for fpecie, 

and other valuable commodit ies . 

T h e importance o f this trade to Great 

B r i t a i n may be determined f r o m the fo l low

i n g considerations : i t immediately employs 

about one hundred (hips, w h i c h fa i l a n n u 

ally for A f r i c a , w i t h cargoes w h i c h amount 

nearly to a m i l l i o n fterlinr, and w h i c h are 

compofed o f the productions o f the B r i t i t h 

fettlements i n the Eatt and W e l t I n d i e s ; and 

o f B r i t i l h manufactures, to the value o f feven 

hundred thoufand pounds. T h e c ircuitous 

returns o f thefe cargoes are c o m p u t e d at a 

m i l l i o n and an half. T h e artificers a n d 

mechanics employed at L i v e r p o o l alone, re

ceive one hundred thoufand pounds annually 

for labor and materials employed i n e q u i p 

p i n g the ih ips engaged i n i t ; and exclufive 

o f the large fums paid for feamen's wages, 

the commif i ions and p r i v i l e g e o f the cap

tains and officers amount at leaft to fifty 

thoufand pounds a n n u a l l y ; w h i c h are gene

r a l l y realized there, and have contr ibuted 
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greatly to the rapid increafe o f that c o m 

m e r c i a l t o w n . 

T h e A f r i c a n trade, connected air k is-witli 

the W e f t Indian commerce , and w i t h the 

trade to the r e m a i n i n g continental colonics, 

and N e w f o u n d l a n d iifhery, is o f the utmoft 

confequcncc to the employment o f many 

thoufands o f our fellow fubjecis ; to the n a 

v a l power o f B r i t a i n ; and to the royal re

venues; a l l w h i c h arc conjoined by f y m p a -

thetic ties. T h e value o f three m i l l i o n s at 

leaft o f domcft ic manufactures, excluf ive 

o f other merchandize , annual ly finds a p r o 

fitable vent by means o f the A f r i c a n and 

Weft Indian trades ; and above five m i l l i o n s 

o f property, a r i i i n g f rom the labor o f N e 

gro Haves, employed i n the W e f t I n d i a n 

iHands, is yearly i m p o r t e d f rom t h e n c e ; 

which contributes not lefs than a m i l l i o n 

and an h a l f annually to the revenue o f this 

k i n g d o m . T o carry on this immenfe traf

fic, and to fupply thefe iflands w i t h l u m b e r 

and provi i ions , from the continental c o l o 

nies and N e w f o u n d l a n d fifhery, gives c o n 

stant employment to at leaft a thoufand 

ih ips , and to above fifteen thoufand m a r i -



ricrs. T o enumerate the fatal confequcnccs 

that w o u l d inevitably enfue from a check 

g i v e n to this exteniive commerce, m u c h 

more the fuppremon o f i t , exceeds the p r e 

fent l imi ts o f this ihort fketch, but they 

fhal l be h inted i n the fequel. 

T h e adventurers i n this trade, who have 

fe/en for near a century part, the Society for 

propagat ing C h r i l t i a n i t y , compofed o f the 

A r c h b i f h o p o f Canterbury, the B i l h o p o f 

L o n d o n , and many pious doctors o f the eita-

bl i fhed c h u r c h , d e r i v i n g , as matters, a yearly 

i n c o m e f r o m the labor o f their N e g r o e 

(laves i n the W e l t Indies, w h i c h is a p p r o 

priated to the increafe o f Christ iani ty i n the 

w o r l d , c o u l d not comider it as contrary to 

the fp i r i t o f the Scriptures, or to the p r i n c i 

ples o f m o r a l i t y : nor could the adventurers 

regard this traffic as inconfiftent w i t h the 

natural rights o f m a n k i n d , when they read 

i n the ftatute o f 9 and 10 o f K i n g W i l l i a m 

( w h i c h was made avowedly for extending 

the trade to A f r i c a ) , " That this trade zvas 

"highly beneficial to this kingdom/' a decla

ration o f a k i n g , who was the patron o f l i 

berty, and o f a parl iament that had v i n d i -
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cated the natural r ights o f m a n k i n d ; and 

when they read alfo i n the flat, o f 23 Geo. II, 

<f That the trade to Africa is very advantageous, 

to Great Britain, and neceifary to the plant a-

« tions." W h i c h act was made by a w h i g 

k i n g , and a w h i g p a r l i a m e n t ; who, when 

they dilTolved the late A f r i c a n C o m p a n y , 

granted a large f u m o f money as a c o m p e n 

sation for their r ights , i n order that a trade 

thus neceifary and advantageous, m i g h t be 

carried o n w i t h greater energy and fuccefs. 

E n c o u r a g e d by thefe, and various other 

acts o f parl iament, w h i c h declared the A f r i 

can trade to be h i g h l y beneficial to this n a 

t i o n , many merchants engaged their fortunes 

i n i t ; nor c o u l d they imagine the purchafe 

o f Negroes f rom thofe ltates o f A f r i c a (who 

have the fame r i g h t to difpofe o f them as. 

the parl iament has to infl ict the pains o f b a -

nifhment or death) or conftder the fale o f 

them as i l l e g a l , when they k n e w that many 

able lawyers, learned judges, and i l l u l t r i o u s 

chancellors had exprefsly declared this p u r 

chafe and fale to be l a w f u l ; and to have 

transferred to the matter fuch a property as 

c o u l d not be affected by local changes, ox 

fubfequent 



f i ibfequcnt b a p t i f m : and when the adven

turers k n o w alfo, that i n conformity to the 

declarations o f thefe judges and lawyers, the 

l l a t u t e o f the 5th o f his late and o f the 13th 

JO£ his prefent Majesty, fubjeeted the N e 

groes i n the W e f t Indian i i lands, as w e l l as 

the lands w h i c h they laboured, to the p a y 

ment o f a l l debts, o w i n g either to his M a 

jefty, or to any o f his fubjects; and directed 

thefe Negroes to be fo ld , l ike any other 

chattels, for Satisfaction of fuch debts. I n 

eonfequence o f w h i c h , the five hundred 
thou land Negroes, now be longing to the 

planters i n thofe iflands, are pledged by the 

legiflature, and by the nat ion, for payment 

o f the debts that are due, either to the B r i 

t i fh merchants or manufacturers, or to the 

fubjects o f foreign p r i n c e s ; who, by a late 

act o f parl iament, have been encouraged 

a n d enabled to lend money to thefe planters, 

o n the fecurity o f their lands, and o f the 

labour o f their Negroes. 

Y e t this trade, fo h ighly beneficial to the 

adventurers, and important to the State; a 

trade fanctioned by the clergy, fupported 

by the judges, and authorized by the laws, 
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has lately been condemned both i n p r i n c i p l e 

and pract ice. B y the law and ufage o f p a r 

l iament , the moft t r i v i a l r ight o f the moft 

inconfiderable fubjedt is never taken away, 

even for the p u b l i c good itfelf, wi thout a 

manifefr. neceluty, and a f u l l compenfat ion. 

Y e t an attempt has been made, and meafures 

are u n r e m i t t i n g l y purfued, to deprive the 

B r i t i s h planters, merchants and manufactu

rers, o f the advantage o f this important 

traffic ; and under a pretence o f regulat ion, 

restrictions have already been propofed, 

w h i c h l t r i k e at its existence; but though 

the l iberty o f Negroes feems now to be the 

favorite idea, the l iberty o f Br i tons to p u r -

fue their lawful occupations fhould not be 

forgotten : for the p r i n c i p l e w h i c h has raifed 

the commerce and navigation o f this c o u n 

try, and w i t h them the landed interest and 

revenues o f the k i n g d o m , f rom inconf ider-

able beginnings to their prefent greatnefs, 

is the right w h i c h every m a n i n i t poifeffes, 

to carry on his o w n bufinefs, i n the way 

moft advantageous to h i m f e l f and the f o -

c icty , without any fudden i n t e r r u p t i o n i n 

the purfui t . o f i t ; and the confeioujnefs w h i c h 

he 



he has, o f the Heady protection o f the laws, 

i n the profecution o f what has been fhewn 

to be legal . 

A t a t ime when n e i g h b o u r i n g nations, 

o u r r ivals i n commerce as wel l as arms, are 

lav ish ing unprecedented bounties, to extend 

their A f r i c a n trade, and endeavor to promote 

it by every poiTible encouragement, an aifb-

c i a t i o n has been formed here for the avowed 

purpofe o f abolybingit ; who fuffering t h e m -

felves to be impofed u p o n , by lending too 

credulous an ear to that k i n d o f i n f o r m a t i o n 

w h i c h they fought w i t h more avidi ty than 

juftice, wi thout duly c o n i i d e r i n g by what 

means, or by or f rom w h o m it was procured, 

have labored to inflame the paflions, and 

prejudice the minds o f the c o m m u n i t y , by 

various publ icat ions , c o n t a i n i n g the moft 

grofs miftatements o f facts, and mifrepre-

fentation o f characters. It is an eafy tafk to 

draw i n g l o w i n g colors, that imaginary 

picture o f h u m a n woe, w h i c h fhal l excite 

compaffion, and rouze i n d i g n a t i o n ; and i n 

this ltyle o f p a i n t i n g the folicitors for the 

a b o l i t i o n have almoft fucceeded to their 

wi l l i es : by the ir perfonal afliduities, hub-
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fcr ipt ions, and publications ; by their c i r c u 

lar letters to the mayors o f corporations, and 

addreiTes to grand jur ies , they have raifed 

the torch o f c i v i l conteft i n the realm, w h i c h 

m a y eventually fpread the flame o f reliftance 

throughout the colonies. T h e i r c lamors 

have reached the legis lature; and they who 

are concerned in the trade, have been cal led 

u p o n to defend their rights and injured re

putat ion , at the bar o f both houfes o f par,-

l iament. 

It has there appeared i n evidence, that to 

fcrvc a particular purpo/e, the m o r t a l i t y o f the 

mariners, and o f the Negroes, had been ex^ 

aggerated beyond the bounds o f p r o b a b i l i t y 

and t r u t h : that the A f r i c a n trade, fo far f r o m 

b e i n g de(truct.ive to the lives o f B r i t i f h fea^ 

m e n , i n the degree afferted, is, i n fact, a n u r -

fery for t r a i n i n g u p m e n to that ufeful pro-r 

feffion. * T h a t this trade is carr ied on as 

m u c h 

* For it is in this trade alone that thofe, who are dê  
firous of embracing a fea life, at an age too advanced to 
ĉommence an apprenticeship, can find employment; as the. 

crews o f veffels in any other trade, confift o f feamen and 
apprentices only: but in this, one half at leaft of each 
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m u c h to the cafe and comfort o f thofe that 

are the fubjects o f i t , and alfo o f thofe who 

conduct i t , as it is poflible for h u m a n inge

nui ty to devife. T h a t the {hips employed i n 

i t , are fo pecul iar ly conftructed for the ac

c o m m o d a t i o n o f the Negroes, as to be u n -

fii itable for any other trade. T h a t the o p i 

n i o n , w h i c h has been induffrioufly p r o p a 

gated, o f thefe (hips b e i n g unequal to the 

numbers w h i c h were faid to be crowded i n 

t h e m , is groundless ; as appears f r o m a fur-

vcy and admeafurcment o f them, by an ex

perienced naval officer appointed by g o v e r n 

ment . * T h a t on the voyage f r o m A f r i c a to 

the Weft Indies, the Negroes are w e l l fed, 

comfortably lodged, and have every poflible 

attention pa id to their health, c leanlincls, 

ihip's company is compofed of landfmen, young men, who 
in two or three voyages acquire as much profeflional know
ledge as qualifies them afterwards for any ftation of a fea, 
life. 

* In every inftance of thofe (hips which delivered their 
cargoes at the Britifh Weft India iflands, it appears that 
(to evade a duty upon tonnage which is paid there) their ton
nage was reported at the cuflom houfes, at one third or more 
ifetmi) their real hiath.n. 



and convenience. T h a t the captain's cabbin 

is appropriated to the ufe o f fuch as are f i c k ; 

where proper care, and medica l a i d , are d u l y 

adminiftered to them j and that, by an a d m i 

rable regulat ion, the emoluments o f the c a p 

tains and officers, employed i n this trade, arc 

connected wi th , and depend upon, the health 

and good c o n d i t i o n o f thofe w h o m they have 

the charge o f c o n v e y i n g . T h e mode o f o b 

t a i n i n g N e g r o Haves i n A f r i c a , has been 

demonltratcd to be in a way perfectly fair, 

and equitable ; by a barter w i t h the natives. 

T h e c r i m e o f kidnapping, as it is termed, w i t h 

w h i c h the traders to A f r i c a have been re

proached, proves to be extremely unfrequcnt: 

for the A f r i c a n committee , whofe bufinefs i t 

is to take cognizance o f fuch an offence, and 

for w h i c h the law inflicts a heavy penalty, 

have reported, that only one injlance o f it has 

come before them i n the courfe o f near forty 

years. It has alfo been fhewn, that, i n c o n -

fequence o f this trade, many innocent lives 

arefpared, that would otherwife be facrif iccd 

to the fuperflitious rites and ceremonies o f 

the c o u n t r y ; many prifoncrs o f war exempt

ed from torture, and death : and the p u n i f h -
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rnent o f many cr imes c o m m u t e d f rom death 

i n A f r i c a to life i n A m e r i c a ; and f inal ly , that 

i t is the lot o f moft o f thofe that are brought 

to the Colonies, who, generally fpeaking, 

were flaves in their o w n country, only to 

exchange a b lack mafter for a white one. 

T h a t the wars w h i c h have always exifted i n 

A f r i c a , have no connexion w i t h the Have 

trade, is evident f r o m the univerfal i ty o f the 

practice o f it between communit ies i n a lavage 

ftate. T h e oldeft writers, as Leo, and others, 

have rcprefented the Afr icans as l i v i n g i n a 

cont inual ftate o f war, and rapine, l o n g be

fore the commerce w i t h Europeans was i n 

troduced a m o n g them ; and no m a n of fenfe 

can doubt but the fame practice w o u l d ftill 

continue, i f no trade exifted, and wi th greater 

frequency. Betides the motives o f a m b i t i o n 

and refentment, w h i c h the A f r i c a n has, i n 

c o m m o n w i t h other nations o f m e n , the t u r 

bulent and irafcible di fpot i t ion o f a N e g r o 

p r o m p t s h i m to harrafs and difpute w i t h his 

neighbour, upon the moft t r i v i a l p r o v o c a 

t ions. L u r e d by the love o f p lunder , before 

he ever law an European c o m m o d i t y (as the 

value o f an article depends u p o n the eft ima-
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t ion it holds i n the fancy o f h i m who covefj 

i t ) , the rude productions o f the country, the 

trinkets o f g o l d , or ivory, & c . were as m u c h 

the objects o f his dei lre formerly, as the 

acquisit ion o f E u r o p e a n manufactures can be 

at prefent. So far are the W h i t e s f rom being 

acccflary to thefe wars, as has been unjuftly 

alleged • i t is notorious, that the Europeans 

t r a d i n g there, deprecate a war as the greatest 

inconvenience that can happen to them : 

trade is entirely fufpended d u r i n g its c o n 

tinuance ; and the t e r m o f their voyages is 

thereby protracted m u c h beyond the ufual 

t i m e . H e n c e arifes an inevi table increafe o f 

expence, and an addi t ional r i fk o f i icknefs 

and m o r t a l i t y , w h i c h cannot be compenfated 

by a few addit ional flaves, that may occasion

al ly be brought to market i n confcquencc o f 

i t . T h e atTertion, that farther fupplies o f 

flaves f rom A f r i c a , are not neceifary to the 

c u l t i v a t i o n o f our iflands, fcarcely merits a 

fcrious refutation. It is dictated by the fame 

miftaken p o l i c y , that preferred the wilds o f 

Canada, at the ciofe o f a former war, to the 

poifeflion o f the t r u l y valuable Sugar I f l a n d s ; 

w h i c h , after b e i n g wrested f rom our enemies 

and 



and rivals, at the cxpence o f m u c h blood and 

trcafure, were again restored to them i n an 

ev i l tyDur. But are no new fettlements to be 

made, nor o l d ones to be extended ? Is i n -

duttry to be l i m i t e d , and improvement p r o 

hib i ted , i n the molt valuable o f al l our foreign 

polfel l ions; where a fupply from propagat ion 

alone, adequate to the fervices required, is 

never to be expected. A n d are princely ter

ritories, m i l l i o n s o f property, to be hazarded 

u p o n crude experiments ? o f whofe fuccefs 

fome few may poffibly hope ; but o f whofe 

failure few indeed can have a doubt? 

H o w the Negroes, occupied i n the C o l o 

nies, are now treated, remains next to be 

considered ; and cannot be better related than 

nearly i n the words o f a rcfpectable w r i t e r * , 

who has very lately favored the p u b l i c w i t h 

his obfervations on this fubjcct. 

N e g r o property is an object o f fuch value 

and importance to the proprietor , that he is 

difpofcd to cherifh it by every prudent and 

humane method} independent o f what he 

owes as a man, and a Chri f t ian, he feels an 

* H e c l o r M ' N e i l . E f q . o f Jamaica. 

adventitious 



adventitious affection for i t , re fu l t ing f rom 

intereft. H e n c e it is, that the happinefs 

and mifery o f Negroes, i n the W e f t Indies, 

depend almoft totally o n themfelves. I f a 

N e g r o is f lothful or flagitious, he is, l i k e 

fafcals and drones o f fociety i n every welt 

regulated c o m m u n i t y , poor and mifcrable ; 

and fubject to correct ion, as a p u n i f h m e n t 

for his o w n vices, and for the inftrudtion o f 

others : but , on the contrary, i f he is i n -

duftrious i n his own concerns, and attentive 

to the intcreft o f his fuperior, r n i l d i n t e m 

per, and tractable i n d i fpof i t ion, he is e n 

t i t led to i n d i g e n c i e s , w h i c h thousands, even 

i n this country , w o u l d be happy to e n j o y . — 

T h e habitations o f the flaves, o n every eitate, 

are situated near the dwel l ing-houfe o f the 

owner, or overfeer; that they may be under 

more immediate infpect ion. Thefe are, i n 

general , comfortable and c o m m o d i o u s ; w i t h 

a garden to each, encirc led w i t h p lanta in , 

banana, and orange trees: and Stocked w i t h 

roots and vegetables, fordomeft ic ufes ; and , 

even a large furplus to fpare, w h i c h is car

r ied occasionally to market , thofe l i tt le n e -

ceiiaries and luxuries, w h i c h they w i l h 

to 



to enjoy. Belicles this, there is a port ion o f 

land on every eftate, called the Negro-

grounds, o f w h i c h each Have is al lowed as 

m u c h as he can cultivate, for his o w n ufe. 

T h i s land, f r o m the fertility o f the f o i l , 

requires only a fmal l p o r t i o n o f occafional 

labour * a few hours i n a week is fufficient, 

and the N e g r o is al lowed, independent o f 

every Sunday, w h i c h he has to h i m f e l f 

throughout the year, one day i n a fortnight, 

for * eight months o f i t , for cu l t ivat ing his 

grounds. I n thefe habitations, there is a n 

arrangement o f apartments, and propr ie ty o f 

furniture ; a fupply o f utcnfils j and even 

a parade o f apparel , l i t t le to be expected i n 

the polfemon o f flaves. T h e y have each 

their fiyes o f hogs, and l itt le flocks o f p o u l 

try * fome o f them referved for fide, and 

the reft appropriated to their evening's re-

paft• this, w i t h a comfortable night 's reft, 

enables them to return w i t h v igor to the 

next morning ' s work, w h i c h , however ftrange 

i t may feem, is not fo hard as that o f moft 

o f the l a b o r i n g poor i n B r i t a i n . But what 

Crop-t ime occupies the other four. 

N renders 



renders the Situation o f the N e g r o pecul iar ly 

comfortable, is the prov i f ion made for h i m 

d u r i n g l icknefs , and old age. O n the firft 

fymptoms o f indifpof i t ion, he is inftantly 

exempted f rom a l l labor, and lodged i n a 

houfe part icularly constructed for the p u r -

pofe, where he is vifited daily by a pract i t ioncr 

o f m e d i c i n e ; f u p p l i c d w i t h frefh viands, ve

getables, and even w i n e ; attended constant

l y by a nurfe, who acts l ikewife as an under 

medica l affiftant, and is not del ired, or even 

al lowed to refume labor, unt i l his health 

and ftreng$h enable h i m to undergo its fa

tigues. L e t indi fpof i t ion continue never fo 

l o n g ; no immediate lofs y no confufion or 

derangement i n his l i t t le property, is the 

confequcncc. Poverty , want, and affliction, 

are, by no means, the concomitants o f his 

l i c k - b e d : every t h i n g , through the a ftift— 

ance o f his fellow-labourers and the dircc.* 

cion o f his fuperiors, goes on, and is at-

cended to, i n the fame way, as i f he were 

immediately on the fpot : his grounds are 

worked; his Stock r a i f e d ; his fruits a n d 

products carried to market, by his family or 

connect ions; and as he is amply fuppl icd \\ i t h 

every 



every neceifary d a r i n g his confinement, i n -

ftcad o f being poorer, he comes out o f his 

hofpital a r icher man than when he went in* 

W h e n o l d age has rendered his farther ex

ert ions ufelefs, it may be prefumed, that 

fome property has been acquired, and a situ

at ion o f comfort eftabli ihcd. —Thefe he is 

al lowed to enjoy unmoleited, whi le the ufual 

p r o p o r t i o n o f p r o v i l i o n s and c l o t h i n g are a n 

nually g iven to h i m . H i s chi ldren, and his 

chi ldren 's c h i l d r e n , his friends and former 

fe l low-labourers; his countrymen, and f e l 

l o w paffengers, are a l l near h i m , and are a l l 

ready to admini l ter their helps and confola-

t i o n . I n fhort, inltcad o f wretchednefs, 

and c h i l l i n g penury, o l d age, i n this ftate, 

often wears away, and maps its flendcr thread, 

as gently, and perhaps as i m p e r c e p t i b l y , as 

i n any country whatever. It is a fact w o r 

thy o f obfervation, that a N e g r o (lave i n 

the W e f t Indies, has fcarcely ever been heard 

to exprefs a delire to return to his own c o u n 

t r y ; nor, o f the many who have obtained 

their freedom there, has one put it into p r a c 

tice : but , on the contrary, even newly i m 

ported Negroes, when threatened by the over-

N i feer, 



feer, upon fome fault or neglect o f theirs, 

to be fent back again, are ferioufly alarmed 

at i t . 

T o the eye o f candor and moderation I 

addrefs this picture o f what does really ex-

ift. B u t to the pre judiced,—to thofe who 

are instigated to calumnies the mol t harfh, 

and proceedings the. mol t unjuir, upon the 

flighteft grounds, I have n o t h i n g to offer, 

becaufe I k n o w that the opinions they have 

haftiJy adopted without any justifiable evi

dence, they w i l l not quite fo hastily give up. 

N o perfons are or can be fo wel l informed 

o f the facts I have before Stated, as the 

planters and merchants resident, or who have 

resided i n the Weft Indies, and i n whofe view 

they have palfed. B u t the abolitiomjls very 

artful ly endeavor to put afide every testi

m o n y o f this fort, by i n f m u a t i n g , that they 

arc interested parties, and therefore their 

evidence mult be destitute o f c r e d i b i l i t y . I t 

is rather hard, that the testimony o f many 

thoufands o f B r i t i f h fubjects, a m o n g w h o m 

arc men o f unquestioned integrity and 

di f t inguifhed moral character, endued w i t h 

as m u c h v:rtue and hor.or as any other clafs 

of 



©f men i n the w o r l d , m o u l d be lefs credible 

than that o f h i r e l i n g fcriblers, profligate 

c o m m o n la i lors , and the f c u m o f the people. 

B u t b e i t f o ; and then let us appeal for the 

t ruth to other witnelTes ; — t o the governors, 

and other p u b l i c officers, c i v i l , m i l i t a r y , and 

. n a v a l ; who h o l d i n g offices under the c r o w n , 

have occafionally l i v e d i n the W e f t Indian 

iflands, and aie undoubtedly competent to 

declare what they have obferved. L e t us 

alfo appeal to the acts o f our co lonia l legis
lature, part icular ly Jamaica; where f rom 

the year 1781 to the prefent, the General Jf. 
Jembly have been f r a m i n g and enacting a fuc-

ceffion of laws, a l l calculated to meliorate 

the condi t ion o f their Negroes by gradual 

improvements. T o have done lefs, w o u l d 

i l l have accorded w i t h their k n o w n h u m a n i 

ty ; but to have done more, w o u l d have 

brought no credit to their wi fdom • for to 

anticipate thofe more enlarged privi leges 

and franchifes, w h i c h t ime and maturer c i 

v i l i z a t i o n alone m u l t gradually effectuate, 

would be folly, o r rather frenzy i n the ex

treme. T h e unexceptionable atteftations o f 

thefe laws, thefe governors, admirals , gene

rals, and other officers o f h i g h rank and 

character, 



character, we may very fafely oppofe to a l l 

the hearfay ltories, paragraphs, effays, p a m 

phlets and hand-bi l l s , w h i c h the aboHlionijh 

can p o m b l y fcrape together, i n fupport o f 

their petitions to parl iament. 

There now only remains o f the propofed 

p l a n o f this fhort fketch, to point out briefly, 

what would be the probable, nay, the inevi t 

able confequence o f the furrender o f a trade, 

which is the connect ing m e d i u m o f our fo

r e i g n w i t h our d o m e d ic commerce . I f i t 

were taken out o f the chain, o f which it c o m -

pofes fo confiderable a l i n k , and upon w h i c h 

our manufactures fo immediately depend, 

every improvement i n the W e l t Indian 

iflands would immediately ceafe, and a d i m i 

n u t i o n o f the produce o f the lands, now u n 

der c u l t i v a t i o n there, would fhortly follow. 

T h e export o f B r i t i f h manufactures, w h i c h 

to A f r i c a and the Colonies amount to nearly 

three mi l l ions fterl ing annually, would foon 

be reduced to n o t h i n g . T h e immenfe (urns, 

o w i n g to this country jfrom the W e l t J n -

dies, would for ever remain unpaid ; and i n 

numerable bankruptcies would fol low at 

home. F r o m the inevitable decrcafe o f the 

I m p o r t o f W e l t Indian productions, there 

w o u l d 



would be fuch a deficiency o f the national 

revenue, as the i m p o f i t i o n o f frefh taxes, 

u p o n a people deprived o f their accul tomed 

rcfources o f opulence and induftry, c o u l d 

not poffibly replace. I f we fhould feek to 

replace this deficiency, by i m p o r t i n g the 

products o f the Foreign W e l l I n d i a n iflands, 

— t h i s indeed would be a t r u l y national felo 

de fe. A decay o f p u b l i c credit, and a de

preciat ion o f government fecurities, w o u l d 

enfue, from an i n a b i l i t y to raife the p u b l i c 

fupplies. O u r national importance w o u l d 

q u i c k l y decl ine, and be k n o w n to the next 

generation, only by the page of hiftory. A f 

ter fo flagrant an act o f oppreflion and i m 

pol icy , the merchants c o u l d no longer c o n 

fide in government, for the cont inuat ion o f 

thofe privi leges w h i c h they had for ages 

enjoyed. T h i s reflection w o u l d natural ly 

throw a d a m p on al l future enterprize, i n 

every branch o f foreign trade, as wel l as d o -

nie l i i c manufacture ; for, however the minds 

o f fome men may be inflamed at this m o 

ment, and however flrenuous they may be i n 

opposition to the A f r i c a n flave trade, there 

m u l t a t ime come, when every E n g l i s h m a n , 

who is capable o f reflecting at a l l , w i l l weigh 

the 



the injustice o f this proceeding, abstracted 

from every coni iderat ion o f feeling or p o l i 

cy j and w i l l then perceive the inftabil i ty o f 

a l l c o m m e r c i a l eftablifhments i n a country,, 

where the mistaken zeal o f a few c o u l d ex

cite the legiflature, fo grofsly to invade the 

rights o f indiv iduals . Thefe and many other 

evils, m u l t be reafonably expected f r o m the 

abolition o f a trade, w h i c h we may r e l i n q u i s h ; 

but w h i c h cannot be taken f rom us, by the 

jealoufy o f foreign p o w e r : i n this p o l i t i c a l 

fetf- murthcr we m u l t be our o w n execution

ers. 

T o prevent thefe calamities, a b i l l is now 

f raming , f rom local knowledge and practical 

experience • not a b i l l o f mere theory a n d 

fpcculat ion, fuch as lately appeared, but a 

b i l l to obviate every reafonable compla int , 

and eftablifh every neceifary regulat ion i n 

the A f r i c a n trade : and that fuch a b d l may 

meet the approbat ion o f every b r a n c h o f 

the B r i t i f h legislature, a n d be paffed into a 

law, ought to be the earnelt wifh o f every 

patr iot ic Briton. 

F I N I S. 



E R R A T A T O M E M O I R S O F 

BOSSA AHADEE, &c. 

Page 24, line 19, for failed read 

23, for having read brewing and filing 

(or making). 

116, laft line, for wine read hartjhorn. -

117. ?» for 77v read T/vV. 

20, dele /ir. 
1 do. 21, after greater part add 0/'which con

tinues, &c. 
163, 9» after <w hundred add "̂'/y* 
168, 12, for propofed read impofed. 

176, 25» after market add /<? exchange fort • or 
/a pur chafe. 
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