Googralski vestnik, Ljubljano, XLIV (1972)

Svetozar Tledié

SLOVENSKE POKRA]JINE

(Geografska regionalizacija Slovenije)

Slovenska geografija je Stela ze tam od konca 19. stoleija med
svoje glavne naloge, da predstavi Sloveaijo in njene pokrajine v sinte-
ticni regionalno-geografski sliki. Ker je Slovenija, éeprav majhna, nena-
vadno raznolicen mozaik tako s lizicnogeografskega kakor s socioeko-
nomskega vidika, se je pri tem vedno pojavljalo vpradanje, po kaksni
shemi regionalne razdelitve naj bi ga najuspesnejie obravnavali. Ko je
fe pred prvo svetovno vejno takrat vodilna slovenska kuturna organiza-
cija »Slovenska maticas izdajala serijo domoznanskih, geogralsko-zgo-
dovinskih knjig o slovenskih dezelah, si je zanjo izbrala kar razdelites
po kronovinah (Kranjska, Stajerska. Koroska, Primorska). na katere
je bilo takrat. pod avstrijsko vladavino, politicno-upravno razdeljeno
slovensko ozemlje (1).

Po vkljuéiivi veéine slovenskega ozemlja v novo drzave Juroslavijo
{1918) in po ustanovitvi ljubljanske univerze (1919) in njenega Geo-
grafskega inStituia (1921) se je Se bolj pokazala potreba po sodobni
regionalnogeorrafski obdelavi Slovenije. To nalogo si je postavil kot
enega od svojih zivljenjskih ciljev zadeinik moderne slovenske geografije
pokajni prof. Anton Melik (1890—-1966). Ze pred drugo svetovno vojno
je izdal, opirajoé se v velikem delu na samosiojna proucéevanja. prvi,
splosni del svoje monumentalne geogralske monografije o Sloveniji (2).
Po osvoboditvi leta 1945 je delo nadaljeval v nadaljnjih stirih knjigah.
ki so obravnavale posamezne slovenske predele. Pri tem mu je regio-
nalno razdeliiev Slovenije narekovala tehnika urediive celoinega dela,
tako da ni mogel v njem zgraditi regionalizacijske sheme, zasnovane na
enotnih kriterijih, temved je, kakor kazejo ze naslovi posameznih knjig
{3), nihal in iskal kompromisov med razli¢nimi kriteriji: tako je prvo
knjigo (sSlovenski alpski svets) opredelil po pokrajinsko-fiziognomid-
nem kriteriju, drugo (»Slovenska Stajerska s Prekmurjem in Mezigko
dolinos) po historiéno-teritorialnem, treijo (»Posavska Slovenijas) po
pripadnosti posavskemu poreéju in eirto (»Primorska Slovenijac) po
kombinaciji fizi¢nogeografskega in historiénogeografskega pojmovanja
pojma sprimorskosts. To prepletanje razlicnih kriterijev seveda ni
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moglo in tudi ni imelo namena ustvariti poenostavljeno in plastiéno
shemo regionalne razdelitve, po kateri naj bi se obravnavala regionalna
geogralija slovenskega ozemlja.

Toda tako shemo je ¢edalje bolj zahtevala praksa, ne samo na vseh
stopnjah Solskega obravnavanja regionalne geografije od osnovne Zole
do univerze, temveé tudi pri proufevanju regionalnih struktur za na-
mene aplicirane geografije, Se poscbej regionalnega prostorskega ure-
janja in planiranja. Zato jo je skulal zgraditi avtor teh vrstic. Zadel je
s kratko shemo pokrajinsko-fiziognomske predstaviive slovenskih po-
krajin (4), ki ji je v poznejii obseznejsi razpravi (3) dodal %fe shemo
sociockanomske regionalizacije. osnovano na sociockonomskih regional-
nih, zlasti gravitacijskih funkeijah. Ceprav je bila ta druga shema regio-
nalizacije misljena le kot iniciativna. so jo poznejée konkretne regionalne
analize v glavnem potrdile. njene osnove pa se moéno ujemajo tudi s
kasnejgimi Studijskimi analizami funkeijske klasifikacije slovenskih cen-
tralnih krajev in njihovih vplivnih obmoéij (6) ter prostorske diferen-
ciacije Slovenije po selitveni mobilnosii prebivalsiva (7). Avitorjevo funk-
cijsko klasifikacijo regij je uporabil tudi F. Planina kot regionalizacijsko
shemo za svojo poljudno regionalnogeografsko knjigo o Sloveniji (8),
sam avior teh vrstic pa jo je vzel za osnovo tudi v svojih prispevkih o
sociockonomski regionalni strukturi Slovenije v domadem, avsirijskem
in belgijskem geografskem tisku (9).

Kljub moénejiemn poudarku na sociockonomski gravitacijski regio-
nalizaciji pa avior fe vedno misli. da ne sme nobena regionalizacijska
shema, prirejena za splofne potrebe, prezreti pokrajinsko-tipoloske ali
ekoloske razélenjenosti Slovenije, kakor nam jo prikazuje nasa karta 1.
Po njej razlikujemo v Sloveniji tele pokrajinske pasove (Stevilke in
¢rke v besedilu se ujemajo z oznacbami na karti):

I. Alpske pokrajine (I na karti 1.) obsegajo slovenske vi-
sokogorske predele z vmesnimi dolinami in kothinami. Ekolofko nudi-
jo ugodne pogoje za alpsko kmetovanje, za izrabo gozda, za hidroener-
getiko in za turizem, pa tudi za industrijsko dejavnost. sloneco na tra-
diciji. Po pokrajinsko-topografski oblikovanesti jih lahko delimo na
dva dela: a) zahodne slovenske alpske pokrajine (1 A na karii), obse-
gajote Julijske Alpe in Zahodne Karavanke z vmesnimi dolinskimi po-
krajinami, kakrine so Bohinj, Zgornja Savska (s Jeseniikac) dolina ter
svet ravninskih teras ali »dobrave Radovljiiko-blejske koiline, najboij
severnega dela dna Ljubljanske kotline, (12); b) pzhodne slovenske alp-
ske pokrajine (I B). obsegajode Vzhodne Karavanke in Savinjske ali
Kamniske Alpe z vmesnimi dolinskimi pokrajinami ( Jezersko, doline
v povirju Savinje). Vez med zahodnimi in vzhodnimi slovenskimi alpski-
mi pokrajinami so TrziZke Alpe. kjer so Vzhodne Karavanke in Kamni-
tke Alpe Zze pokrajinsko zraiéene.

II. Pokrajine Predalpskega hribovja (II). obsegajote sub-
alpske sredogorske pokrajine Slovenije od srednje Sofke doline na za-
hodu ¢ez osrcje Slovenije okrog Ljubljane dale¢ proti severozahodu. De-

10



nojg o seaay eaidojoos pue sady

punpdxsg) -
-—..uxz..n _wumnn:—.._..r_.T:i_?___.__:_r_.:nm i | —...___._f_

—allusan)g 1sousafos

adeaspue) -y depy - IS 0F "41s "misyjal A npn

pokrajine

Slovenske

11

%

b,
H




Svelorar Hesid

limo jih na ved delov: a) zahodne slopenske predalpske pokrajine (11 A),
ki obsegajo sredogorje med Sosko in Savsko dolino z njegovimi v glav-
nem predalpskimi, deloma pa tudi subdinarskimi zgradbenimi poteza-
mi (1. 1—3). v osrednjih ravninah Ljubljanske kotline (Il 4) pa potone-
jo pod terciarne in kvartarne kotlinske sedimente: b) vzhodne slopenske
predalpske pokrajine (11 B), ki obsegajo visoko (II 5) in nizko (II 6) Po-
savsko hribovje vzhodno od Ljubljanske kotline, Savinjske Predalpe (11
8. 9) in Spodnjo Savinjsko dolino ali Celjsko kotlino (11 7) z njenim ob-
robjem: razen subdinarskil se tu pojavijo nekatere subpanonske znaéil-
nosti (terciarne gorice s slojiséi rjavega premoga, subpanonske poteze v
podnebju, kmetijstvu in nacinu zivljenja); ¢) seperovzhodne slovenske
predalpske pokrajine (11 C), ki obsegajo kristalasto sredogorje . i. Po-
horskega Podravja in vmesne doline (Dravsko, MeZigko in Mislinjsko),
izrazito pokrajino gozdov in samotnih gorskih kmetij, z rudarsko-indu-
strijsko dejavnosijo po dolinah.

[1I. Slovenske subpanonske pokrajine (III) delimo lahko
na: a) prave subpanonske pokrajine (11T A), h katerim spadajo ravnine
ol Dravi (Dravsko polje, 111 4), ob Muri (Murske polje na desnem in
Prekmurska ravnina na levem bregu, ITT 2) in ob spodnji Savi (Brezi-
tko-kriko polje. 111 9) ter vmesne terciarne gorice (II1, 1, 3, 3, 6, 8: Go-
ricko. Slovenske gorice. Podpohorske gorice, Haloze, Posotelske gorice);
h) subpanonsko-subdinarske pokrajine na Dolenjskem (ITI. 10—12:
Sredunja Krska dolina, Gorjanci, Bela krajina). Ekoloiko so to za kme-
tijstvo, vinogradnistvo in sadjarsivo najugodnejsi predeli na kontinen-
talni strani Slovenije.

IV. Kraike pokrajine notranje Slovenije (IV). Ob-
segajo razen Nizkega Dolenjskeza Krasa (IV 1) visoke kraske planote
ter vinesna kraska polja na Dolenjskem in Notranjskem (IV 2). Z zna-
cilnim visokim kragkim robom (IV 3) sirmo padajo na jugozahod proti
nizjim submediteranskim pokrajinam. So podrofja izrazitega gozdnesa
f..".'ﬂ.‘-'-pﬂ(].i“'.‘-'“'iL

V. Slovenske submediieranske ali primorske pokraji-
ne (V) z menjavo nizkih kragkih in flifnih pasov in 2z modnimi subme-
diteranskimi potezami v klimi in v zivljenjskem nac¢inu. Obsegajo: a)
prave submediteranske pokrajine (V B) z izrazitimi submediteranskimi
potezami v kulturni pokrajini (vinska irta. deloma oljka): k njim spada-
jo Goriska ravan (V 5). flisna Gorizka Brda (V 4), flizna Vipavska do-
lina (V 6), Trzaski Kras (V 7) in flisno Koprsko primorje (V9); b) sub-
mediteranske prehodne pokrajine (submediteransko-subalpske, V A, in
submediteransko-subdinarske, V C), kjer se mediteranski vpliv pozna
bolj v oblikah naselij in hi¥ ter v Zivljenjskem naéinu kakor v kmeto-
vanju: k njim spadajo Srednja Seska dolina (Kanalsko, V 2}, Podgorski
in Herpeljski Kras (V 10) pod Ci¢arijo (V 11) in flisno hribovje Brkini
(V 12).

Ocividno je, da gre pri tej shemi samo za pokrajinsko-tipolosko zo-
nalno razélenitev, kjer lahko pokrajine iste ali podobne fiziognomije
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leze dale¢ narazen in niso med seboj v nobeni funkeijski zvezi. Tipologki
pasovi, med njimi Se posebno predalpski, so namreé Ze v pokrajinski pla-
stiki razdrobljeni na veé velikih pokrajinskih celie, ki so jih izoblikovali
poprek ez nje zajedeni dolinski sistemi vzhodnoalpskih rek Drave, Sa-
vinje, Save in Sote. Od nekdaj jim je sledil tudi regionalni in medregio-
nalni promet. Usivaril je iz njih regionalna promeina podrocja in v vsa-
kem od njih povezal med seboj /nlj(n](* prlpmln]n[ ‘ih mu izsekov i1z ho-
mogenth pokrajinsko-tipoloskih pasov. K femu je prisla Se upravno- po-
liticna razdrobljenost slovenskega ozemlja v nekdanje avstrijske dezele
{province), ki je Se podértala regionalno policentriénost Slovenije, zasno-
vano ze v pokrajinski plastiki.

Zato se je treba za neko sploino uporabnoe regionalizacijsko shemo
Slovenije opreti motno tudi na drugo shemo, zasnovano v Ze omenjeni
Studiji (3), vpostevajol poleg prirodne tudi zgodovinsko in sodobno gra-
vitacijsko pelicentriénost Slovenije. Po tej shemi smo razdelili Slovenijo
na pet rlavnih regionalnih enot: na iri jasno oblikovane smakroregijes.
od katerih imata dve izrazifi srediséi v dveh predalpskih kotlinah (Ljub-
ljanski in Celjski), iretja pa v vzhodnem slovenskem Podravju (Mari-
bor), ter na dve podroé&ji ( Jugovzhodna in Zahodna Slovenija) brez jasno
izoblikovanih lastnih makrocentrov. ki ju do neke mere nadomeifata
bliznja makrocenira izven meja SR Slovenije (Zagreb. Trst). Sele v okvi-
ru ich petih glavnih regionalnih enot lahko regionalna geografija Slove-
nije podrobneje razélenjuje ustrezne odseke iz homoegenih pokrajinskih
pasov. ki jilh obsega vsaka med njimi, po drugi sirani pa epredeljuje
funkeijske socioeckonomske regije nizje stopnje (mezoregije in submezore-
gije). ki se v glavnem, z dokaj redkimi izjemami, dejansko ujemajo z
ozemlji danadnjih velikih slovenskih ob&in (po Sievilu 60) ali skupin
aobéin.

Na iej osnovi predlaga avior teh vrsiie naslednjo, splo&ni uporabi
namenjeno shemo geografske regionalizacije Socialisticne republike
Slovenije (gl kario 2 v prilogi med str. 16 in 17, oznake na njej se ujemajo
z oznakami v besedilu):

I. Osrednja Slovenija (Osrednjeslovenska regija ali regi-
ja Zgornjega slovenskega Posavja. I na karti 2) se ujema
s podro¢jem Ljubljanske kotline v najirSem smislu. Obsega posav-
ski del zahodnega (Julijske Alpe, Zahodne Karavanke) in vzhod-
nega slovenskega alpskega sveta (Kamniske Alpe) ter vinesne dolinske po-
krajine, e posebej terasni svet t. i. Gorenjskih rapnin in dobrap, zatem
posavski del zahodnega predalpskega hribopja, vedino nzhodnega pred-
alpskeda hribooja ter vimesne ravnine (osrednje ravnine Ljubljanske koi-
line), na jugu pa 3e zahodni del Nizkega Dolenjskega Krasa ter vecino
visokih kraikih polj in planot nofranje Slovenije.

Osrednjeslovensko makroregijo bi razdelili, v glavnem na osnovi so-
ciockonomske regionalne strukture, naprej na fest regij niZje stopnje
{mezoregij). Te so:

A. Ozja Ljubljanska regija, ki ji pripada pet ljubljanskih obgin
(Ljubljana-Center, Ljubljana-Bezigrad, Ljubljana-Siska, Ljubljana-Mo-
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ste-Polje, Ljubljana-Vi¢-Rudnik), segajo¢ih Se dale¢ izven mesine aglo-
meracije na razmeroma mocéno suburbanizirano podezelje. Razen teh pe-
tih obéin spadata sem Se ob¢ini Domzale in Kamnik severovzhodno od
Ljubljane, v svojem ravninskem delu (Bistriska ravnina) ze moéno raz-
prieno urbanizirani, v svojem hribovitem zaledju na vzhodu pa Se moc-
no agrarni in v stanju depopulacije. Sem spada tudi obéina Vrhnika =
bliznjim notranjskim zaledjem Ljubljane ter dve bolj odmaknjeni in se
precej agrarni obéini na vzhodu v smeri proti Posavskemu hribovju (ob-
¢ina Litija) in proti nizki Dolenjski (obéina Grosuplje).

B. Srednjegorenjska regija z glavnim srediSéem v moéno industrij-
skem mestu Kranj, obsega severozahodni del osrednjil ravnin in teras
Ljubljanske kotline, sega pa tudi v zahodni del vzhodnega slovenskega
alpskega sveta (Trziske Alpe. zahodni del Kamniskih Alp in Vzhodnih
Karavank) ter zajema veéino posavske strani zahodnega slovenskega
predalpskega hribovja (Skofjeloiko hribovije). Pripadata ji mo¢no indn-
strializirani ob¢ini Kranj in Trzi¢ ter obcina Skofja Loka, ki pa obsega
podobno kot obéini Domzale in Kamnik v Ljubljanski regiji razen urba-
niziranega ravninskega jedra tudi Siroko, 3¢ moc¢no agrarno in depopu-
lacijsko zaledje predalpskega hribovia zahodno od tod.

C., Zgornjegorenjska regija, ki obsega vso posavsko stran zahodnega
slovenskega alpskega sveta z moéno industrializirano in turisti¢no Zgor-
njo Savsko (> JeseniSko«) dolino, z alpsko kotlino Bohinj ter z najsever-
nejsim delom Gorenjskih ravnin in dobrav okrog Radovljice in Bleda.
Pripadata ji ob¢ina Jesenice s starim metalurikim centrom na Jesenicah
in s turisti¢nimi kraji v zgornjem delu doline (Kranjska gora, Planica)
in ob¢ina Radovljica, ki obsega iudi turisti¢no in gozdnogospodar-
sko pomembni pokrajini Bleda in Bohinja.

D. Regija t. i. Crnega revirja v Posavskem hribovju vzhodno od
Ljubljane s premogovniki oligomiocenskega premoga (rudarskoindustrij-
ske obéine Trbovlje, Hrasinik in Zagorje).

E. Notranjske gozdne submezoregije na jugozahodu Ljubljanske kot-
line, absegajote gozdne kraSke planoie in vmmesna polja v mejah obéin
Logatee in Cerknica.

F. Dolenjske gozdne submezoregije na jugovzhodu Ljubljanske kot-
line, obsegajoce gozdnate kratke planote in vmesna polja v mejah obéin
Ribnica in Kotevje.

I. Savinjsko-zgornjesotelska Slovenija (Il na karti
2) s srediSéem v Celju obsega vse poreéje Savinje, sega pa s svojo gravi-
tacijsko privlanostjo tudi v zgornje porecje Soile, levega pritoka Save,
mejne reke proti SR Hrvatski. Njeno jedro je Celjska kotlina ali Spod-
nja Savinjska dolina s svojim gri¢evnatim in hribovitim obrobjem, na
zahod in severozahod pa sega v gozdnato predalpsko Savinjsko pred-
dorje (Zadrefka dolina z Gornjegrajskim, predalpske planote Dobrovlje,
Menina in Golte), 3¢ dalje navzgor, v povirju Savinje, celo v viso-
kogorski alpski svet Savinjskih Alp. Ob levem pritoku Savinje, Paki, ji
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pripada tudi lignitonosna Velenjska kotlina. Juino od Celja ji pripada
Deber ob spodnji Savinji, dolina zajedena v predalpsko Posavsko hri-
bovje, vzhodno od Celja pa obsezne subpanonske pokrajine Zgornjega
Sotelskega, ki na zahodu, na Kozjanskem, prehajajo v predalpsko Po-
savsko hribovje.

Savinjsko-zgornje sotelsko makroregijo Slovenije bi razdelili dalje
na:

A. Osrednjo regijo Savinjske Slovenije, ki obsega vso Celjsko kot-
lino s prometnim in industrijskim Zaris¢em v Celju (obéina Celje) ter
drobno industrializirano, hkrati pa v hmeljarstvo specializirano pode-
zelsko pokrajino v zahodnem delu te kotline (obéina Zalec). Na severo-
zahodu obsega tudi lignitonosno, sveze industirializirano Velenjsko kot-
lino, (ob¢ina Velenje), juzno od Celja pa Deber ob spodnji Savinji (ob-
na Lasko) z lokalnim urbanim srediiéem Lasko ter z Zelezniskim voz-
lis¢em ob soio€ju Savinje s Save (Zidani most).

B. Regijo Zgornje Savinjske doline (obéina Mozirje), podrodje gor-
skih samotnih kmetij, gozdnega gospodarstva in turizma, katere razvoj
pa fe zavira nezadosina zgrajenost prometnega omrezja.

C'. Subpanonsko regijo Savinjsko-sotelske Slovenije, ki obsega razen
najvzhodnejfega, subpanonskega predela na samem obrobju Celjske kot-
line %e vse slovensko zgornje poredje Sotle s Kozjanskim. To je ozemlje
subpanonskih ob&in Sentjur pri Celju in Smarje pri Jel3ah, ki spadata
z drugimi subpanonskimi obéinami Slovenije vred med njene najbolj
agrarne in nezadostno razvite.

[1I. Severozahodna Slovenija (Il na karti 2) ali makrore-
gija Vzhodnegaslovenskega Podravja (Zahodno slovensko
Podravje je onstran meje, na avstrijskem Korofkem). Obsega dve osnov-
ni pokrajinski enoti, na zahodu gozdnato predalpsko Pohorsko Podravje
z njegovimi dolinami (Drapska dolina s hidroenergetskim sistemom, ru-
darsko-metalurika Meziska dolina in prometino vazna Mislinjska dolina),
na vzhodu pa subpanonsko Nizko slovensko Podravje z obseinima rav-
ninama ob Dravi in Muri ter obrobnimi terciarnimi goricami. podroéje
ugodnih ekoloikih pogojev za subpanonske kmetijsivo, vkljuéno vino-
gradnistve in sadjarstvo. Ob meji med obema tako razliénima enotama
poiecka glavna predalpska (Zeleznifka in cestna) zveza smeri Dunaj—
Gradec—Maribor—Ljubljana—Trst: ob njej je vzrastel industrijski Ma-
ribor, gospodarsko in kulturno srediée vse Severovzhodne Slovenije, za-
risée moénih urbanizacijskih vplivov.

Po socioekonomski regionalni strukiuri lahko razlikujemo v Severo-
vzhodni Sloveniji naslednje mezoregije:

A. Mariborsko-ptujsko Podravje, kjer se ob navedeni prometni osi
stikajo najblizji predeli tako zahodnega, predalpskega Podravja, kakor
vzhodnega subpanonskega. Razen Zariénega obmoéja v obéini Maribor,
ki pa scga dalet v gozdnaio zaledje na zahodu in v kmetijsko zaledje na
severu, spadata od sorazmerno razvitih krajev v to regijo Ze Zivahni,
drobno industrializirani in razprieno suburbanizirani obéini ob glavni
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1 — rogije Osrednje Slovenije
Regions of the Central Slovenia

2 regije Savinjsko-zgornjesoiel-

sk ."ilnu-nijq- — Regions of lhe
Savinja and Upper Soila river.
basins

— regije Severovzhodne Slave.
nije Regions of the North-
eastern Slovenin

regije Jugovzhodne Slovenije
Regions of the Sontheasicrn
Slovenia

— regije Zahodne Slovenije —
Regions of the Westeen Slovenia
{podrobnejia  legenda v tekslu
sir, 1311, — detailed explanation
of the signs in lexl p. 24 I1)

— meje makeoregi] — boundaries
of the macroregional units

— meje mezor=gij -- boundaries
ul e merzoregionn]l units

— meje obéin — bonmlories of the
rimmianes

mejo Jugoslavije the fron-
tier of the SFR Yugoslavia
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prometni zili proti jugu (Slovenska Bistrica in Slovenske Konjice). od
katerih pa druga e moc¢no tezi na celjsko stran in njena uvrstitev v se-
verovzhodno regijo ni docela prepriéljiva. Na  vzhodni, subpanonski,
kmetijsko-vinorodni sirani pa Stejemo sem Se obéino Piuj. ki je sicer Se
modéno agrarna, a doZivlja s svejim Agrokombinatom krepko transforma-
cijo svoje tradicionalne kmetijske vloge. razen teza pa vkljuéuje Kidri-
cevo, novo sredisée aluminijeve industrije. Paé pa spadaia dve preosiali
obé¢ini subpanonskega vzhoda Mariborsko-piujskeza Podravja med se
najbolj agrarne in zaostale v Sloveniji. To sta obéini Ormoz, daled¢ na
vzhodu ob Dravi in Lenart v zahodnem delu Osrednjih Slovenskih Go-
ric,

B. Pomurje, ki obsega slovenski del pore¢ja Mure tako na njenem le-
vem bregu (Prekmurje), ki je v avstroogrski dobi spadal pod zaostalo
Ogrsko, kakor na desnem bregu (Prlekija), ki je spadal na avstrijsko
stran, pod Stajersko. Vse Stiri pomurske obéine, tako tisti dve, ki obsega-
ta levi. prekmurski breg (Murska Sobota, Lendava) kakor obe Ztajerski
(Gornja Radgona. Ljutomer) so izrazito subpanonske. moéno agrarne in
zaostale, s krepkim zac¢asnim ali trajnim izseljevanjem delovne sile. Od
stirih obéinskih. submezoregionalnih centrov je dozivela najveé Zivahnej-
Ze, industrijske in terciarne dejavnosii Murska Sobota. ki se je povzpela
do funkeij mezoregionalnega znacaja v slovenskem policentriénem siste-
mu. Razvijajo se tudi turistiéni kraji ob slatinah in toplicah. v Sloven-
skih goricah pa moderni vinogradniski agrokombinati.

C. Koroska regija, ki obsega tisti del nekdanje Koroske. ki je po prvi
svetovni vojni pripadel brez plebiciia Jugoslaviji ter Se nekatere sosed-
dnje predele Pohorskega Podravja. ki so po zgodovini in tradiciji moéno
korotke, Med njenimi ob¢inami je najbolj razvita rudarsko-industrijska
ob¢ina Ravne na Koroskem. obsegajoca Mezigko kotlino. manj ob&ini Dra-
vograd in Radlje v Dravski dolini, kjer sta v ospredju hidroenergetika
in izraba gozda ter obéina Slovenjgradec. ki obsega Mislinjsko dolino. Ce-
prav Stejemo korosko regijo k makroregiji Severovzhodne Slovenije, je
treba dodati. da ima v njej dokaj samostojno vlogo. Razmeroma malo je
povezana z Mariborom. kaZejo se celo mofne teZnje za povezavo z hliz-
njim rudarsko-industrijskim Velenjem v Savinjski Sloveniji.

IV. Jugovzhodna Slovenija (IV na karti 2) ohsega spodnje
slovensko Posavje in porecje tamkajénjih savskih pritokov Mirne, Kr-
ke, Kolpe in spodnje Sotle. Vanjo e segajo nizji jugovzhodni odrastki
predalpskega  Posapskega hribopja, njeni jedri pa sta subpanonska
Spodnjeposapska ali Breziiko-krika rapan s svojim vinorodnim ierciar-
nim obrobjem ter subpanonsko-subdinarska Srednja Krika dolina (Novo-
meska pokrajina). Onstran osamelega subpanonsko-subdinarskega hri-
bovja Gorjancep ji pripada fe nizka krafka pokrajina Bele krajine.

Ceprav postaja Novo mesto v najnovejSem razvoju slovenskega poli-
ceniriénega sistema, posebno od kar je zgrajena ¢ez Dolenjsko moderna
aviomobilska cesta od Ljubljane proti Zagrebu, dokaj motno zarifte in-
dustrijskih in terciarnih dejavnosti. ra je nemogocfe oznaditi kot domi-
nanini center za vso Jugovzhodno Slovenijo. saj se poleg njega Zivahno
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razvijajo nekateri kraji ob Savi (BreZice kot centralni kraj, posebno pa
Kriko s papirno indusirijo in s predvideno atomske elektrarno), svoje
submezoregionalue funkeije pa sta motno zadrzali tudi obe krajevni sre-
dizéi v Beli krajini (Crnomelj, Metlika). Izven obeh glavnih zaridénih
podrotij (Novo mesto, Kriko-Brezice) pa je Jugovzhodna Slovenija e
vedno precej subpanonsko agrarna. Ker nima skupnega centra, se jasno
deli na dve subregiji. To sta:

A. Vzhodna Dolenjska z Belo krajino, ki obsega o0zji vzhodnodolenj-
ski ob¢ini Novo mesto in Trebnje (od katerih je druga 3¢ med najbolj
agrarnimi v Sloveniji) ter belokranjski obéini Crnomelj in Metlika, ki sta
se tudi komaj zaceli izvijati iz agrarne zaostalosti.

B. Spodnje slovensko Posavje z obéinami Sevnica, Kriko in Brezice,
ki jim je Zze glavna Zeleznica proti Zagrebu pozivila neagrarne dejavno-
sti in polozila temelje za zivahnejsi razvoj.

V. Zahodna ali »Primorska« Slovenija (V na karti 2)
kaze ze v prirodnem okolju znake prehoda na submediteransko stran, od
tam pa je dozivljala tudi mocne druzhene vplive, bila v avstroogrski dobi
s svojim vecjim delom vkljuéena v avstrijsko pokrajino »Primorskoe,
med obema vojnama pa je bila pod Italijo. Ker so takrat prisle pod Ita-
lijo tudi nekatere pokrajine nekdanje Kranjske (Idrija, Postojna, Ilirska
Bistrica). jih z dolo¢eno upravicenostjo lahko Se uvrstimo med >primor-
ske«, éeprav je v njih sploina privlacnost Osrednjeslovenske regije tako
moéna, da bi vsaj nekatere od njih (Idrija, Postojna) z ne mnogo manj
upravi¢enosti lahko v nasi shemi &teli tudi k Osrednjeslovenski regiji.

Pokrajinam Zahodne Slovenije je v avstroogrski in italijanski dobi
dajala precejinjo mero makroregionalne enotnosti moéna privlaénost
Trsta. Zdaj. ko je Trst onstran meje, pokrajine njegovega nekdanjega za-
ledja na ozemlju SR Slovenije nimajo dovolj moénega srediiéa, ki bi jib
povezovalo v makroregionalno enoto. Koper je s svojimi novimi funkcija-
mi (luka, vodilne centralne funkcije za vse Koprsko primorje) postal sicer
eno od najdinami¢nejSih Zzari¥¢ v policentriénem razvoju SR Slovenije,
toda nekdanje vloge Trsta nikakor ne more nadomestiti. S svojimi splos-
iimi fukeijami predvsem ne more pritegniti nase severnega dela sloven-
skih zahodnih pokrajin, Posotja. Se veé, ta bolj kontinentalni kakor za-

es »primorskic del Zahodne Slovenije si ustvarja svoje lastno regionalno

sredisée v Novi Gorici, ki skufa celo prevzeti vodilno vlogo v kopnih
prometnih zvezah z Italijo. K temu bi-regionalnemu razvoju Zahodne
Slovenije je bistveno prispevalo dejsivo, da se promet iz notranjosti, ki
za posredujejo znana »Postojnska vratac ter druge kragke suhe doline
in podolja ter vimesni nizji flidni prevali (Razdrto), ko se prevali na pri-
morsko stran v kraje, ki bi jih najprimerneje oznaéili kot sprimorsko
krasko zaledjec. nujno cepi v dve smeri: proti morskim lukam (Trstu in
Kopru) ter po kopnem, mimo Gorice, v Italijo.

Zato lahko v skladu s fakim razvojem Zahodno Slovenijo delimo na
tri regije nizje stopnje. To so:

A. Posocje, obsegajofe Soike dolino in doline njenih pritokov od
najviijih alpskih (Boviko) mime predalpskil predelov (Tolminsko) ter

2 Geografski vesinik i7
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Svotozar Hedid

predalpsko-submediteranskih krajev ob srednji So¢i (Kanalsko) do vsto-
pa reke v ravan pri Gorici. Alpsko in predalpsko Posotje obsega ob-
¢ina Tolmin, spodnje Posotje pa ob&ina Nova Gorica, mediem ko pri-
pada ozemlje ob dolinah ve&jih levih sofkih pritokov (Idrijee in Vipa-
ve) obtinama Idriji in Ajdovi&ini. Nekaj Zivahnejia dinamika je v Po-
soéju zajela le nizji svet, izven gora, se pravi Novo Gorico z ozjim za-
ledjem in Vipavske dolino z Ajdoviéino, mediem ko je Srednje in e
poschno Zgornje Posotje obtitalo v globoki zaostalosii in Ze desetletja
dozivlja depopulacijo.

B. Primorsko kraske zaledje (obéine Postojna, ITlirska Bistrica in
Sezana). kjer prometna pomembnost in na notranjem gozdnatem ob-
robju (Ilirska Bistrica. Postojna) gozdnogospodarska dejavnost oZivljata
le kraje ob glavnih prometnih Zilah, vstran od njih pa tigijo odroéne vasi
tnko po kraikih planotah kakor po flifnem hribovju (Brkini, Vipavska
Brda) globoko v zaostalosti in depopulaciji.

(. Koprsko primorje, najbolj submediteranska in zares sprimorska«
pokrajina SR Slovenije s pristanifko-plovbeno (Koper, Piran), industrij-
sko (Koper, Tzola) in turisticno funkeijo (Portoro#, Piran, Strunjan).
Okrog treh starih obalnih mest so se tu oblikovale tri danafnje obéine
(Koper, Izola, Piran). Ceprav v Zivahnem razvoju in z moénim pritego-
vanjem novega prebivalstva, je to primorje Se precej osamljen razvojni
otok v slovenskem policeniriénem sistemu; ze v njegovem najblizjem
zaledju ne manjka zaostalih krajev z motno depopulacijo.

Ce bi na koncu pojem Slovenije Zeleli razsiriti tudi ¢ez meje SR
Slovenije na tiste predele slovenskega etniénega ozemlja, ki so ostali iz-
ven njenih meja na MadZzarskem, v Avstriji ali v Italiji. bi ta Zesti del
Slovenije lahko oznadili kot Zamejsko Slovenijo. Le-ta pa se
stoji iz vel kosov:

A. Porabska zamejska Slovenija v mejah Madzarske, ki s svojimi slo-
venskimi vasmi v zaledju MonoStra pomeni nadaljevanje prekmurskega
Goritkega, le da se ne odmaka in ne tezi k Muri, temvet na ogrsko stran.
k Rabi.

B. Koroska zamejska Slovenija, ki obsega juZni del avsirijske Ko-
roske, kjer Zivi deloma sklenjeno, deloma pa pomesano z nemsko govo-
recim prebivalsivom moéna slovenska narodna manjsina. Obsega zgornje
Podravje z jedrom v Celoviki kotlini. Poskus geografske regionalizacije
zamejske Koroske v slovenski geografski literaturi (10) nam pokaZe. da
moramo v njej razlikovati: a) zahodni del juzne Koroske (Ziljska doli-
na, Beljatka sovodenj), ki tezi k Beljaku, b) osrednji del juzne Korotke,
teze¢ v glavnem neposredno k Celoveu (pokrajine Osojsko-vrbsko hri-
bovje, podolje Vrbskega jezera, Celovika ravan, viije konglomeratne
Gure ter onstran njih ob Dravi pod Karavankami Ro?) ter ¢) vzhodni del
juzne Koroske (pokrajine Velikoviko Cezdravje. Podjuna in dolina Be-
]15) z vet manjfimi regionalnimi sredi¥éi (Velikovee, Pliberk, Zelezna
wapla).
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(. Zahodna zamejska Slovenija, ki obsega s Slovenei naseljena ozem-
lja v Haliji, in sicer v avtonomni regiji Furlanija- Julijska Beneéija. Ima
ved delov, in sicer: a) Trzafko zamejsko Slovenijo, ki razen Trsta s slo-
vensko manjSino obsega neposredno, pretezno slovensko krasko zaledje
Trsta, kar ga je pripadlo Ttaliji in s Slovenci £e moéno naseljeno Trzasko
primorje med Trstom in Devinom, b) Gorisko zamejsko Slovenijo. ki ra-
zen manjsine v samem mestu Goriei obsega nekaj slovenskih vasi ob Sodi
pod mestom in v italijanskem delu Goritkih Brd: ¢) Benesko Slovenijo,
zaostalo hribovite pokrajino z mocéno depopulacijo, ki zajema predalp-
sko hribovje in gridevje lezede ob rekah Nadizi (Nadiska Beneska Slo-
venija) in Teru (Terska Benefka Slovenija) neposredno k Furlanskemu
nizavju, razen tega pa Se zaprio, osamljeno gorsko dolino Rezijo v za-
hodnih Julijskih Alpah. Od ostale Zahodne zamejske Slovenije se raz-
likuje po tem. da je ze od leta 1866 nepreirgoma pod Ttalijo: d) Kanalsko
dolino, podolje v povirju Bele, pritoka Tilmenia. zgornje Save in Ziljice,
ki pripada ze dravskemu porecju, s srediiéem ob razpoinem mestn Tr-
biz, pokrajino, ki je zgodovinsko korofka, a je po prvi svetovni vojni pri-
padla Tialiji. Tudi v njej se Se drzi slovenska manjSina.
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Svetozar Ilesié

THE REGIONS OF SLOYENIA

{Geographical Regionalization of Slovenia)

Since the end of the 19" century the Slovenian geography regarded
as one of its main task to present Slovenia and her regions in a synihe-
tical regional study. Because Slovenia is an extraordinary varied mo-
saic. inspite of her small size, both from the point of view of her phy-
sical characteristics and from the poini of view of the socioeconomie
set-up of the country, the question of the best model of regionalization
was alwayvs raised. When the leading Slovenian culiural organization
of the time. the »Matica Slovenskas, started a series of homeland mo-
nographs on history and geography aboui the regions of Slovenia it sim-
ply adopted the presentation by the serown provincess (Carniola
Krain. Styria — Steiermark, Carinthia — Kiirnien, Coastal provinece
Kiistenland) of the Austrian empire which were the political admini-
strative units into which the territory of the ethnic Slovenia was parti-
tioned prior to the vear 1918 (1).

After most of the Slovenian speaking territory has been included
inio the new siate of Yugoslavia and after the university of Ljubljana
was founded (in 1919) and its Geographical insiitute set up (in 1921)
the need of a modern regional geography of Slovenia has become even
more accuie. This was considered to be one of his life tasks by the initia-
tor of the modern geography in Slovenia, the late professor Anton Me-
lik (1890—1966). [Even before the last war he edited the first, general
part of his monumental geographical treatise of Slovenia (2), based {o a
large extent on his own research. The work was continued after the li-
beration in 1945 and four volumes that deal with particular regions of
Slovenia were published by 1954-—1960. The technique of arranging the
text for publication in succesive volumes was largely responsible for the
fact that the author could not construet in that monograph a proper mo-
del or scheme for regionalization based on unitary eriteria. As demonstra-
icd already by the titles of the volumes in that series (3) Melik was wa-
vering and searched a compromise between different eriteria. In the lirst
volume (on the sAlpine area of Sloveniac) the physiognomic eriterion
was used for the definition of the area but in the second volume (on the
»Slovenian Styria with Prekmurje and the Mezica vallev<) the historico-
administrative eriteria were in the foreground while in the third volume
(on the Savaland Slovenia) the hydrographical criterion was decesive
and in the fourth volume (on the s»littoral Slovenia«<) the delimitation was
based on a combination of the physico-geographical and the historico-
geographical notions of the »littoral: western part of Slovenia. This in-
tertwining ol different criteria could not produce and neither had the
purpose of producing a simplified and intuitive model or scheme for
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regionalization whieh should have served for the presentation of the
regional geography of ihe Slovenian territory.

Such a scheme, however, was more and more needed for practical
purposes: not only at all school levels, from the elemeniary schools io
the university, for presenting the regional geography of the country
but also for research of the regional structures for the purpose of the
applied geography and, in particular, for the regional spatial planning.
The autor of this paper, therefore, has set himsell the task of trying to
construet such a regionalization scheme. The effort started with a brief
outline of the physiognomic regions which was based on the types of
landscape [eatures (4). Later a scheme of the socioeconomic regionaliza-
tion was devised (3) which was based on the regional socioeconomic and
notably on the gravitation functions. This second scheme was conceived
as an iniital and preliminary one, but concreie regional analvses have
largely conflirmed it and iis bases of regionalization are in great accor-
dance also with later analytical studies of the funciional classification
of the central places of Slovenia and of their hinterlands (6) as well as
with the spatial differentiation of Slovenia as revealed in the studies of
ithe migration mobility of population (7). This functional classification
of the regions of Slovenia was also adopted by F. Planina as a scheme
of regionalization in his popular regional geographical book about the
country (8). The author of these line took also his preliminary scheme as
a basis for his contributions to ihe study ol the socioeconomic regional
structure of Slovenia which were published both in the Yugoslav and in
the foreign (Austrian, Belgian) geographical periodicals (9).

Inspite of the stronger stress on the socioeconomic and gravitational
regionalization the author still ithinks that no scheme or model of regio-
nalization, prepared for the general purpose, must overlook the differen-
tiation of Slovenia into landscape types and ecological areas which is
presented in Map 1 (11). As indicated on that map the following belis
of the landscape regions may be discerned in Slovenia (the figures and
letters in the Map refer to thoe used in this paper):

I. The alpine landscape regions (I on the map 1) inclu-
de the high mountains areas of Slovenia together with the valleys and
basins. They provide good ecological conditions for alpine agriculture,
for forestry, for hvdroelectrical power-stations and for tourism but also
for manufacturing that is based on iraditional skills. Two parts can be
discerned with regard to landscape topography: a) the mestern Slovenian
alpine regions (1A) with intermediate valleys and small basins of Bohinj,
the upper Sava valley (bevond Jesenice) and the area of well pronounc-
ed terraces (»dobraves) in the Radovljica-Bled basin which is at the same
time, the most northern part of the large Ljubljana basin (I2b): the
eastern Slovenian alpine regions (1 B) which includes the eastern Ka-
ravanke mountains, the Savinja or Kamnik Alps and the valley of Je-
zersko in between as well as the valleys in the upper reaches of the Sa-
vinja river. The junction between the western and the eastern Slovenian
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alpine regions is made by the Trzi¢ Alps, where the castiern Karavanke
mouniains and the Kamnik Alps are already united.

1I. The regions of the subalpine uplands (1I) which
include the subalpine mountainous regions of Slovenia exiending from
the middle course of the Sofa river in the west and then to the up-
lands around Ljubljana and further east all the way to Maribor. Several
parts can be discerned: a) the mwestern Slovenian subalpine upland re-
gion (11 A) includes the mountains beiween the So¢a and Sava valleys
which reveal boih the subalpine and, parily, the subdinarie structural
geological features (11, 1—3) that are concealed, in ihe next region of
the Ljubljana basin (11 4), under the tertiary and, even more, quarterna-
ry sediments forming the flat areas in the central pari of the basin; b)
castern Slovenian subalpine regions (11 B) which include both the high
(I 5} and the low (11 6) Sava mountains to the east of the Ljubljana ba-
sin, the subalpine Savinja uplands (11 8, 9) and the Lower Savinja valley
viz. the Celje basin (II 7) and iis rim: some subpannonian characteristics
are already present (e. g. the {ertiary hills with brown-coal deposits, so-
me subpannonian traits in the climate and agriculture and in the way
of life): ¢) the northeastern Slovenian subalpine regions (11 ¢) consisting
of crystallinic mountains of ihe (so called) Pohorje Dravaland (along the
Drava river with the main vallevs of Drava, Meza and Mislinja) which
is an area of woods and isolated mountain farms as well as of mining
and manufaciuring in the vallevs,

IIT. The Slovenian subpannonian regions (III) can be
divided into: a) the true subpannonian regions (111 A) to which belong
the plains along Drava (the Drava plain, III 4), along Mura (the Mura
plain on the right side of the river and the Prekmurje plain on the left
side, I1T 2), and along the lower course of the Sava river (the plain of
Brezice-Kriko, 111 9) as well as the surrounding low {ertiary hills: TIT 1,
3, 3, 0, 8: the »Gorickos area of Prekmurje, the hills of »Slovenske gorices
{(=Slovenian hills<) beiween Drava and Mura. the foot-hills of the Po-
horje mouniain, the sHaloze< hills to the south of Piuj, the hills along
the Soila river; b) the subpannonian-subdinaric regions of Lower Car-
niola (I1T, 10—12: The middle Krka vallev, the Gorjanci mountain,
»Bela Krajinac or White Carniola in the extreme south). With regard
io ecological conditions these are, on the continental side of Slovenia.
the most suitable areas for agriculiure, vine-growing and fruit-growing.

IV. The karst regions of Inner Slovenia (IV) includes,
apart from the low karst area of Lower Carniola (IV 1), the high karst
plateaus and poljes of Lower Carniola and Inner Carniola (IV 2). They
descend with a steep escarpment (IV 3) to the southwest towards the lo-
wer submediterrancan regions. These karst regions are ihe characteristic
foresiry areas.

V. The submediterranean or littoral regions (V)
where low lving belts of either karst or flysch topography stand out
with their strong mediterranean traits in agriculture and the way of life.
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They include: a) the frue submediterranean regions (V b) with marked
submediterranean traits in the culinral landscape (vine, olive-trees also);
to this gronp belong the plain of Gorica (V 5). the flysch hills of Brda
(V 4), the flysch area of the valley of Vipava (V 6), the Kras (Karst) re-
rion above Trieste (V 7) and the flysch area of Koper littoral (V 9); b)
the submediferranean (ransifional regions (the submediterranean-subalpi-
ne regions, VA, and the submediterranean-subdinaric vegions, V ¢) whe-
re the mediterranean influences are manifested more in the forms of
settlements and houses and, also, in the way of life than in the agricul-
ture: they inelude the middle Soéa valley (or the Kanal region, V 2), the
karst area of Podgorje and Hrpelje (V 10) under the Ci¢arija mountains
(V 11) and the [lysch hills of Brkini (V 12).

It is evident that this scheme deals only with the landscape-typolo-
gical zonal divisions where the regions of the same or similar physiogno-
my can be spatially far away and in no functional relation. Typological
belts, in partienlar the subalpine belt, are brokem already by topography
of the landscape into several landscape units (or cells) which are trans-
versely separated by the river wvalley systems of the east-alpine
rivers of Drava, Savinja, Sava, and Sofa. These valley systems
were used since early historical times by regional or interregio-
nal traffic which has made of them transportation regions and, in each
of them, has interwoven ithe life within such sections cut out of the ho-
mogenous landscape belts. To this, the administrative and political dis-
memberment of the Slovenian territory into former Ausirian provinces
was added and had enhanced the polyceniric regional patitern of Slo-
venia which is based already in the general topographical and landscape
features of the country.

li hecame therefore necessary to base a general purpose regionali-
zation scheme of Slovenia also on the second scheme or model which
was conceived in the above mentioned study (3) and which takes into
account not only the natural conditions and characteristics but also the
historical and modern gravitational polycentric pattern of Slovenia. In
that latter scheme Slovenia was divided into five main regional units:
into the three distinctly evident smacro-regionss, two of which have
their strongly marked centres in the subalpine basins of Celje and Ljub-
ljana and the third in the castern Slovenian Dravaland at Maribor, and
two other major arcas (the southeastern and the western Slovenia) which
are without distinetly predominant main centres of >macro-regionale
character and where the two nearest large macro-centres outside Slo-
venia (Zagreb, Trieste) partly substituie for the lack. Only within the
framework of these major regional units further subdivisions can be
made in the regional geography of Slovenia of the seciions from the
homogenous landscape belts of which each regional unit is consisting
and, on the other hand. a classification of the funectional socioeconomie
regions of a lower order (mezzoregions and sub-mezzoregions) can be made
which, with few exceptions, do in fact coincide with the territories of
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contemporary large communes of Slovenia (60 in number) or with
groups of them.

Ihe author proposes on the basis of such considerations the fol-
lowing general purposes scheme of geographical regionalization of the
Socialist Republic of Slovenia (see Map 2 in Annex; the simbols used the-
re correspond to those used in the following iexi):

I. Central Slovenia (the central Slovenian region or the re-
gion of the Upper Sapaland, 1 on Map 2) mainly corresponds io the area
ol the Ljubljana basin in the largest sense. It comprises in its northern
part the arcas of the western Slovenian alpine region (the Julian Alps,
the mwestern Karapanke) and part of the ecastern Slovenian alpine region
(the Kamnik Alps) both drained by Sava river, as well as valley regions
in beiween, in pariicular the ferraces and plains of Upper Carniola. In
its ceniral part the central Slovenian region includes the ceniral plains
of the Ljubljana basin surrounded by ihe parts of ihe mestern and
castern subalpine mountains that are drained by the Sava river, and
in its southern part the wesiern part of the loro karst of Lower Carniola
as well as most of the high karst poljes and plateaus of the interior of
Slovenia.

The central Slovenian macroregion can be further subdivided on
the basis of the socioeconomic regional siructure inio six regions of a
lower order (»mezzo-regions<). These are:

A. The Ljujbljana region proper, to which belongs all the ter-
ritory of the [ive communes which constitute the town (Ljubljana-Cent-
re, Ljubljana-Bezigrad, Ljubljana-Siska, Ljubljana-Meste-Polje, Ljublja-
na-Vié-Rudnik) and extendes far outside the urban agglomeration to
comparatively strongly urbanized rural areas. To these areas the territo-
rv of the two communes of Kamnik and Domzale should be added. in
their western sections (the plain of Bistrica) also affected by a strong but
dispersed urbanization, while their eastern mouniainous seciions are
still quite agricultural with depopulation in progress. I'urther is inclu-
ded the commune of Vrhnika with the near sonthwestern hinterland of
Ljubljana extending into the Inner Carniola. and two somewhere more
remote and much more agrarian communes in the east: that of Litija
in the Sava mountains and that of Grosuplje in the low area of the Lo-
wer Carniola.

B. The region of middle Upper Carniola, with its focal point in the
strongly indusirialized town of Kranj. includes the northwestern part of
plains and ferraces in the Ljubljana basin but also the western section
of the Slovenian alpine region (the Trzié Alps). the western part of the
Kamnik Alps and eastern Karavanke mountains) and mosi of the we-
stern part of the Slovenian subalpine uplands which belong to the Sava
drainage basin (the mountains of Skofja Loka). The region includes two
very industrialized communes of Kranj and Trzi¢ and the commune of
Skolja Loka which — like the communes of Kamnik and Domzale —
includes besides the urbanized plain around the town the subalpine
mountains in the west with predominant agriculture and depopulation.
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C. The region of northern Upper Carniola which includes all the
western Slovenian alpine region that belongs o the Sava drainage ba-
sin: the industrial and touristic Upper Sava ( Jesenice) valley, the inter-
montane alpine basin of Bohing and the most northern part of the Upper
Carniola plains and terracces around Radovljica and Bled. The area is
included in two communes: the eommune ol Jesenice with its steel-
works and the touristic ressorts arcas ol Kranjska Gora and Planica and
the commune of Radovljica with a dispersed industry in the plain and
with sirong loresiry and touristic activities in the alpine regions of Bled
in Bohinj (including the famous lakes).

D. The so called »Black Country: region in the Sava mountains easi
of Ljubljana with mining of oligomiocene coal (the mining-industrial
communes of Trbovlje, Hrastnik and Zagorje).

E. The mooded mezzoregions of Inner Carniola to the southwest of
the Ljubljana basin which include the heavily wooded karst plateaus and
the intermediate poljes in the two communes of Logatec and Cerknica.

I, The mooded mezzoregions of Lower Carniola with the same cha-
racieristics to the southeast of the Ljubljana basin in the communes of
Ribnica and Kocevje.

II. The region of the Savinja and Upper Sotla river
basins (II on Map 2) with its centre in Celje includes the entire drainage
basin of Savinja, but also, because of the gravitational pull of Celje, the
upper part of the drainage basin of the Sotla river which is a left tribu-
tary of Sava and forms the boundary between Slovenia and Croatia. The
core area of this region is the basin of Celje or the Lomer Savinja valley
with its hilly or even mountainous rim. The region is continued to the
west in the subalpine Savinja mountains (the valley of Dreta and the
area of Gornji grad. the subalpine plateaus of Dobrovlje, Menina and
Golte). The lignite basin of Velenje along the left tributary of the Sa-
vinja river, the Paka river, also belongs to that major region. To the
south of Celje the gorge of the lower Savinja river, cut through the sub-
alpine Sava mountains, and to the ecast the extensive subpannonian area
of the upper Sotla palley also belong to that region; the hilly country of
this valley passes over, to the south cast of Celje, into the subalpine
mouniainous Kozjansko country.

A finer subdivision of the maeroregion of Savinja and upper Sotla
would be as follows:

A. The eentral region of Savinja corresponds {o the mosi developed
areas of this part of Slovenia. It includes, besides the indusirial and
transportation focus around Celje (the commune of Celje). the western
part of the Celje plain, an area of small dispersed manufacturing cen-
ters and of specialized hop-growing (the commune of Zalee), the lignite
basin of Velenje with newly established industries (the commune of Ve-
lenje) and the gorge of lower Savinja river with a local urban centre at
Lagko and the railways node of Zidani most at the confluence of the
Savinja and Sava rivers (the commune of Lasko).

-
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B. The region of the Upper Savinja valley (the commune of Mozirje)
which is mostly an arvca of mountain farms, forestry, timber industry
and tourism, delayed in its development by the backwardness of trans-
portation conditions.

C. The subpannonian region of Savinja-Sotla which includes the pro-
per subpannonian castern part of the Celje basin but also the entire
Slovenian part of the upper Sotla drainage basin including the Kozjan-
sko mountainous couniry. Both communes of this region (Sentjur pri
Celju and Smarje pri Jelsah) are, together with the other subpannonian
communes, among the most agrarian and least developed in entire Slove-
nia.

III. The Northeasiern Slovenia (IIT on map 2) or the
macroregion of the eastern pari of the Slovenian Drava
land (the western part of Slovenian Dravaland is across the border
in Austrian Carinthia) consisis of two basic geographical units. The we-
stern part consists of the subalpine wooded uplands on both sides of the
river Drava (the Pohorje-Dravaland) and of the corresponding valleys
{the Drava valley with a chain of hvdroelectrical power plants, the
Mezica valley with its mining and metalurgical indusiries and the Mi-
slinja valley which is an important transportation route). On the other
hand. the eastern part of the region (the loro Slovenian Dravaland) con-
sists of extensive plains along the Drava and the Mura rivers and the
surrounding tertiary hills, an area of good ecological conditions for the
subpannonian tvpe of agriculture, notably for vine-growing and [ruit-
growing. The main subalpine route (both railwav and road) in the direc-
tion Vienna—Graz—Maribor—ILjubljana—Trieste follows — in slove-
nia — the line dividing both major geographical units of this part of
Slovenia: also. the indusirial city of Maribor. the economic and cultural
cenire of the entire northeastern Slovenia and the focus of strong urba-
nization influences, has developed along this line.

Taking into consideration the socioeconomie regional siructure the
[ollowing mezzoregions can be discerned in northeastern Slovenia:

A. The Maribor-Ptuj Dravaland where the areas of both the we-
stern subalpine and the eastern, subpannonian Dravaland meet along
the above mentioned transportiation axis. Apart from the focal area in
the commune of Maribor, which extends also further west into the
wooded and, in the north, into the agricultural hinterland. two more com-
munes along the main transportation route to the south are included into
this region, both with dispersed minor industries (Slovenska Bistrica and
Slovenske Konjice). The second of the two communes also strongly gra-
vitates towards Celje and the inclusion of it into the northeastern region
may not be quite justified. Three more communes on the castern sub-
pannonian agriculiural and vine-growing side are also included. First,
the commune of Piuj which is still a predominant agrarian teritory, but
where iraditional agriculture is rapidly changing owing to the big so-

26



The regions of Slovenia

cialist agricultural enterprise: also, the large alluminium smelter at
Kidritevo is located in that commune. The two remaining communes in
the subpannonian east of the Maribor-Ptuj Dravaland belong. however.
to the most agricultural and backward arcas of Slovenia. This are the
communes of OrmoZ in the extreme eastern part of Drava plain and the
commune of Lenart in the western part of the hill-land of Slovenske zo-
rice between Mura and Drava.

B. The Muraland (+Pomurjec) which includes the Slovenian part of
the drainage basin of Mura both on the lefi side of the river (sPrekmur-
jer — region across the Mura river) which, in the times of the former
Danubian double monarchy. belonged to the less developed Hungarian
poriion and the areas on the right side of the river (sPrlekija<), which
belonged fo the Austrian province of Styria. All four communes of the
Muraland (Murska Sobota and Lendava on the left side and Gornja
Radgona and Ljutemer on the right side) are of distinctly subpannonian
character, still mostly agrieuliural and underdeveloped and also cha-
racierized by strong seasonal or permanent emigration. Murska Sobota
alone among the submezzoregional ceniers of the four communes has
atiracted somewhai more of the industrial and tertiary activities which
raised the status of the town 1o a mezzoregional level in the polyeeniric
system of Slovenia. A few touristic centers based on mineral water or
thermal springs are also quickly developing and, in the hills of Sloven-
ske gorice, large vine-growing socialist enterprises are the stariing-
points of modernization.

C. The Carinthian region includes that part of the historical Duchy
of Carinthia that was annexed — without the plebiscite — to Yugoslavia
after World war I as well as some other parts of the Pohorje Dravaland
with strong traditional ties to Carinthia. The best developed commune
in the region is that of Ravne na Koroskem (Ravne in Carinthia) in the
Meza valley with industries and mining. Less developed are the commu-
nes from Slovenjgradec in the Mislinja valley and the two communes
in the Drava valley (Dravograd, Radlje) with well developed forestry
and hydroelectrical power-stations. Although the Carinthian region is
included into the macro-region of the northeastern Slovenia one must
also recognize that it plays a rather independant role within that major
region. The links with Maribor are rather loose while there are new
tendencies of closer ties with the industrial and mining town of Ve-
lenje to the south in the Savinjaland.

IV. The Southeastern Slovenia (IV on the map 2) in-
cludes the lower part of the Slovenian Savaland including the drainage
basins of the local tributaries of Mirna, Krka, Kolpa and lower Sotla.
The eastern, lower paris of the subalpine Sava mountains area are also
included, but the two contiguous core areas are the subpannonian plain
of Brezice-Kriko along Sava with its vine-growing rim of tertiary hills
and the subpannonian-subdinaric middle Krka valley (or the Novo me-

27



svetozar Tledid

sto country). The low karst area of Bela Krajina that lies bevond the
subpannonian-subdinaric Gorjanci mountains also belongs to this part
of Slovenia.

Inspite of the fact that Novo mesto is lately developing within the
polveentrie pattern of Slovenia as one of the important foci of manu-
facturing and of fertiary activities in pariicular since the modern
new road has been built from Ljubljana io Zagreh — it is still impossib-
le to characterise this town as the dominant cenire of Southeasiern Slo-
venia, since some other towns along the Sava river (Brezice as a ceniral
place, but in particular Kriko with its paper industries and the projeci-
ed nuclear power-station) also show signs of lively development and the
submezzoregional functions were also retained by the two local cenires
of Bela Krajina (Crnomelj, Metlika). Awav from both main focal areas
(Novo mesio, Brezice-Kriko) the souiheastern Slovenia is still a rather
agrarian country with the subpannonian agriculture. As there is no dis-
tinet common centre for the eniire territory it can be elearly subdivided
into two subregions:

A. Eastern Lomwer Carniola with Bela Krajina includes the two com-
munes of Novo mesto and Trebnje (the latter of the two being one of
the most agricultural communes in Slovenia) and the two communes of
Bela Krajina, Crnomelj and Metlika. that have just begun io emerge
out of the extreme agrarian backwardness.

B. Lower Slovenian Savaland including the communes of Sevnica,
kriko and Brezice where the main railway line towards Zagreb (which
is now hundred vears old) has induced non-agricultural activities and
had laid foundations for quicker development.

V. The Western or 2littorals Slovenia (V on map 2)
is a transitional region to the Mediterranean (a submediterranean region)
both with regard to the natural environment and to strong cultural influ-
ences that were penetrating the area from the west. During the existence
of the Austro-Hungarian empire the area was included largely into the
Austrian province of Kiistenland (-Primorskos) while it was under lia-
lian rule between both world wars. Since. at that time. some parts of the
historical province of Carniola (around Idrija. Postojna and Ilirska Bi-
sirica) were also annexed to Italy they mav be with some justification
classified as slittorale, although the gravitational pull of the Central Slo-
venian region in those parts is so strong that some of them (Idrija, Po-
stojna) might nearly just as well be included into the Central Slove-
nian region.

A considerable degree of the macro-regional unity for areas of the
Western Slovenia during the Ausirian period and during lialian domi-
nation was provided by the strong gravitational pull exercised by Tri-
este. Now that the city is bevond the internaiional boundary the areas
of its hinterland lack a centre strong enough to tie them together into a
macro-regional unit. Koper with its new functions (the port, important
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central functions for the Slovenian littoral) has indeed developped as
one of the most dynamic foci in the polycentric development of the S.
R. of Slovenia. but is in no position to match the former role of Trieste.
First of all, Koper cannot attract by its general activities the northern
part of the Western Slovenia (the Sofaland — SoZa valley). Moreover,
that part which is really more continental than »littorals is gefting its
own regional centre at Nova Gorica that is siriving to become the main
ratewav-town for road traffic to Italy. The fact that the traffic from
the interior of Slovenia which passes through the well known »Postojna
cates: and throngh other karstified valleys or lower gaps in the flvsch
hills (Razdrto) necessarily splits into two flows when it passes Postojna
{and reaches the area that might best be deseribed as the slittoral karst
hinterland«) was essential for the bi-polar regional development in We-
stern Slovenia, The first direction leads to the sea-ports (Trieste and Ko-
per) and the second direction of the traffic flows is the overland route to
Taly passing through Goriea (Gorizia).

Tn accordance with such an evolution in the Western Slovenia three
regions of a lower order can be discerned. They are:

A, The Soca-land (Soca vallev) that includes the valleys of Sofa and
its iributaries from the high alpine areas (Bovec), across the subalpine
uplands (the Tolmin country) and the subalpine-submediterranean
streiches along the middle Soca valley (the region of Kanal) all the wav
down to the plain of Gorica. The alpine and the subalpine Socaland
is included into the commune of Tolmin, whereas the area along the
middle and the lower Soéa is included into the commune of Nova Go-
rica. The arca along the larger left tributaries (Idrijea and Vipava) is
contained within the two communes of Idrija and Ajdovi¢ina. More
dynamic recent development was limited to the lowland areas, to Nova
Gorica with the surroundings and, to a much lesser extent. to Vipava
valley with its town of Ajdovi&ina. The uplands and, in particular, the
upper Socaland remained a very backward area with strong r](?poplﬂu-
tion since many decades.

B The littoral karst hinterland (the communes of Postojna, Ilirska
Bistrica and Sezana) where transportation and forestry with related pro-
cessing industries in the inner wooded borderland animate only places
along the main traffie arteries whereas the remote villages both in the
karst plateaus and in the flysch hills (Brkini. Vipavska Brda) remained
backward and in process of depopulation.

C. The Koper littoral is the most submediterranean and truly slii-
toralc area of the S, R. of Slovenia with its port and navigation functions
{Koper, Piran) and iis touristic aciivities (Portoroz, Piran. Strunjan).
The three existing communes were formed around the three old coastal
towns (Koper, Izola, Piran). The coastal setilements are rapidly develop-
ing and strongly attract new population, bui they are — even put to-
gether — still an isolated island of development in the Slovenian poly-
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centric svstem; even in the immediate suroundings ihere are backward
arcas of depopulation.

If, finallyv, we would like io extend the notion of Slovenia to in-
clude those arcas across the state boundaries which are part of the
cihnie territory of the Slovenes and have remained outside the boun-
darics in Hungary, Ausiria and Ttaly. this sixth part of Slovenia could
possibly be called the External Slovenia. These arcas consist
of the following parts:

A. The Raba couniry External Slovenia within Hungarv where Slo-
venian villages around Szent Gotthard (Monoiter) are located in ihe
same area of low hills that is called Goritko on the south side of the
Mura — Raba divide.

B. The Carinthian External Slovenia which includes the southern
part of the Ausirian province of Carinthia where a strong Slovenian
speaking minority lives either in contiguons arcas or intermixed with
the German speaking population. It includes the nupper Dravaland that
has its core area in the basin of Klagenfurl (Celovec). The attempt at a
geographical regionalization of the Carinthian Exiernal Slovenia (10)
shows that the following partis can be discerned: a) the western part of
southern Carinthia (Gail-Zilja valley. the confluence area of Villach-
Beljak) which is oriented toward Villach-Beljak, b) the central part of
souihern Carinthia which mostly gravitates directly to Klagenfuri-Celo-
vec: the hills of Ossiach-Osoje and Felden-Vrba to the north of the lake.
the lowland of Wirthersee- Vibsko jezero, the plain of Klagenluri-Ce-
lovee, the higher conglomerate couniry of Satiniiz (Gure) io the south of
the lake and the lowland of the Drava valley in Rosental-Roz at the foot
of the Karavanke mountains and ¢) the castern part of southern Carinthia
(the Villkermarkt-Velikovee area, the Jauntal-Podjuna and the valley of
Vellach-Bela) with several small centres (Vilkermarkt-Velikovee, Blei-
berg-Pliberk, Eisenkappel-Zelezna Kapla).

C. the Western External Slovenia into which is included that part
of the autonomons ltalian region of Friuli — Venezia Giulia that is in-
habited by Slovenian population. Several smaller parts can be discerned,
i. e.: a) the Triestine External Slovenia with the city of Trieste-Trst and
its Slovenian speaking minority and the Italian part of the karst hinter-
land just above the eity which is inhabited mainly by Slovenian popu-
lation and the proper liitoral between Trieste-Trst and Duino-Devin
where Slovenian population is also numerous: b) the Gorica-Gorizia part
of the Wesiern External Slovenia with a Slovenian minority in the city
and several Slovenian villages along the Soca river to the south and in
the Italian part of the Brda Hill Lands (Collio) to the northvest of the
citv; 3. The Venetian Slovenia, a backward area of strong depopulation
in the subalpine hills and mountains along rivers Natisone-NadiZza and
Torre-Ter, directly oriented toward the plain of Friuli. To this region
belongs also the lone, half-closed valley of Resia-Rezija in the western-
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most part of the Julian Alps. The Venetian Slovenia, in contrast to other
parts of the Western External Slovenia. came under Italian rule as early
as in 1860; 4) The Kanal valley, a lower valley-like sireich in the upper
reaches of ihe rivers Sava, Fella-Bela which is a tribufary of Tagliamen-
to and of Silizza (Ziljica) which belongs already to the Drava drainage
basin. The centre of the Kanal vallev, which used to be part of the hi-
storical province of Carinthia, but was passed over to Italy following
World War I, is the town of Tarvisio (Trbiz). A Slovenian minority still
persists o live in this area.
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