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L E T T E R X L I I I . 

A F T E R palling through an immenfe tract of country, 

diitinguifhed by nothing that could ferve even as a circumstance 

to mark and remember our daily journeys, but which I obferved 

to grow manifeff ly worle, both in foil and climate, as we proceeded 

Southward, we came in fight of the famous city of Bagdad, on 

the feventh day from that on which we left Moful, and on the 

eighteenth from that of my departure from Aleppo ; in which 

eighteen days we had rode fourteen hundred miles, partly through 

a route which no European, I have reafon to believe, ever took 

before. 

O n entering the city, I defired my guide to condu6t me to the 

houfe of a Merchant, to whom I had got letters of credit and intro­

duction. He,took me accordingly through the windings of feveral 
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fi recti) and at lafl flopped at the door of an Armenian Merchant, or 

Coja, where he made me alight, and come in. I was received with 

great politenefs ; and, on producing my letter, found that he was 

not the perfon to whom it was directed : I accordingly made a 

fuitable apology, and was for retiring to find the houfe of the 

proper perfon, for which purpofe the Armenian offered mc a 

fervant, when, to my great aflonifhment, my Tartar interfered ; 

faid that it was to this Merchant he brought all his goods, and 

that I mufl remain where I was ; at the fame time ordering the 

Armenian, in a peremptory tone, to take charge of me, and ufe 

mc well. It was in vain that the Armenian endeavoured to ex­

plain to him the nature of the bufinefs, and that I infilled I muft 

go to the other M e r c h a n t — H A S S A N was peremptory, and de­

clared that I fhould not. Tt was fo extremely outre and ridicu­

lous, that I could not be angry ; and the good Armenian uniting 

his voice with that of the Tartar, and entreating mc to favour 

him with my company, I acquiefced, and indeed remained in his 

houfe all the time I was at Bagdad. This was proof politive, i f 

any other than I already had was wanting, that he confidered me 

merely as a piece of merchandifc, which he was bound (according 

to the language of Merchants) to deliver in good order and con­

dition. 

I had undertaken, before leaving Aleppo, to give the guide, if 

he acted conformably to my willies, and behaved well , twenty 

pounds over and above the hundred provided by the agreement : I 
therefore 



therefore fent for him, to fettle finally, and part. He had heard 

that I was a perfon different from what he had fnppofed me to be : 

but it did not alter his conduct, as might be expected, or make 

him floop to cringing; he it i l l fpoke with the fame honelt, bold 

familiarity ; and when I gave him the promifed twenty pounds, 

he never hinted, cringed for, or even looked as i f he expected 

more : but when we came to part, the feelings he difclofed, and 

thofe I myfelf felt, convinced me, that Man is not naturally that 

brute which prejudice has made* him ; and, when left to its own 

operations, the human heart would be uniformly kindly, affection­

ate, and fvmpathetic : the poor, rough, unpolifhed T u r k , betrayed 

the ftrongeit marks of fenfibility, and I myfelf once more felt the 

uneafinefs of parting. 

I think this is the proper place to give you my opinion of the ' 

Turks, while the recollection of honeft H A S S A N is frefh in my 

mind ; and I cannot do it better than by quoting the words of an 

excellent French Wri ter 

* The Turks (fays M . du L O I K ) are naturally a good people, 

" which is not to be aferibed to the climate ; for the Greeks born 

" in the fame climate have very different difpoiitions, and retain 

" only the bad quali tés of their anceftors, v iz . roguery, treachery, 

" and vanity. The Turks, oil the contrary, priding themfelves 

" on their integrity an,d modefly, are diftinguifhed in general by 

** an open, ingenuous fimplicity of manners; courtiers only ex-
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cepted, who, hi Turkey, as every where elfe, are the flaves of 

*' ambition and avarice." 

The name of Bagdad has been fo renowned in Eaitern ftory, 

and is the fcene of fo many of thofe bewitching talcs which wc 

find tranflated, or pretended to be tranflated, from the Arabic and 

Perfian, that I felt great pleafure in feeing it, and conceived my­

felf to be at the very fountain-head of marvellous adventure and 

romance. Fraught with this idea, I was impatient to go forth 

into the town; and notwithflanding the weather was beyond con­

ception hot, I paraded a number of flreets : but never did I, in 

the courfe of my life, fee a place fo calculated to bely the opinion 

one would form of it from the Eaflern talcs. It appeared to mc 

to be among the moil difagreeable cities of the world, and has no 

one circumflance that I could difcover to recommend it : the heat 

is fo great, that in the Summer-time the inhabitants are forced to 

keep their markets in the night, and to lie all night in the open 

air on the terraces of their houfes. 

The Armenian with whom I refided, did every thing in his 

power to render the place agreeable to me ; and I fhall always re­

tain a lively fenfe of his goodnefs and hofpitality : he was not only 

generous and polite, but well informed, and pleafing in converfa-

tion. 1 took occaiion to exprefs to him the difappointment I felt 

at finding Bagdad fo very différent from what I expected ; and 

told him that I had, when a youth, learned to think highly of it, 

or 



or rather romantically, from reading Eaflern tales. This led to a 
converfation on the Arabian Nights Entertainments, a copy of 
which he had in the Arabic, and produced it : he then fhewed 
me, with great triumph, a French tranflation of them, printed at 
Paris, which he had read, and declared that the tranflation was 
nothing at all in comparifon with the original. I believe he was 
Well qualified to judge, for he was a perfect matter of the French 
language. 

We talked of the Eaftern tale of the Glafs Man, who, in a re­
verie, increafes his ftock till he gets fb rich as, in imagination, to 
marry the Cadi's daughter, &c. &c. and in kicking his wife, kicks 
all his glaffes about, and deftroys the whole of his vifionary for-
tune. I praifed the humour of it much—" Sir," faid he, " there is 
nothing in it that may not be experienced frequently in aéhial life : 
thofe waking dreams are the ufuai concomitants of opium : a man 
who has accuftomcd himfelf to the pernicious practice of eating 
opium, is conftantly fubject to them. I have, in the courfc of my 
time, found a thoufand of thofe dreamers holding forth in the ple­
nitude of imaginary power. I have feen a common porter become 
Cadi, and order the baftinado. I have feen a wretched tailor raifed 
by the effects of opium to the office of Agaof the Janiffaries, dc-
pofing the Sultan, and ordering the bow-ftring to all about him. 
I have feen fome indulging in the blandifhments of love with Prin-
ceffes, and others wallowing in the wealth of Golconda. But the 
moft extraordinary vifionary of this kind I ever met with, was one 

who 
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•who imagined himfelf tranflated to Paradife, co-equal to Mahomet, 
and fitting by the fide of that prophet, arguing with him in de­
fence of the ufe of wine and opium: he argued moft ihge»nioufty, 
liftened in filence to the fuppofed arguments ot his adversary, an­
fwered them, replied, rejoined, and ftill argued on—till, growing 
at laft angry, he fwofce that he was as a good a prophet as him, did 
not care a fig for him, and called him fool and falfe prophet. A 
T u r k who was prefent, in the fulneis of his zeal, laid a flick very 
heavily acrols his moulders, and put an end to the vitiou ; and ne­
ver did I lee a wretch fo abject, fo forlorn, Or lb mifcrably defpond-
irig ; he put his forehead to the ground, which he wet with hi* 
tears, crying, Mercy, Mahomet ! mercy, holy Prophet î mercy, 
Alia !—nor could he find relief (fuch is the ruin of opium) till he got 
a frefli fupply of it in his mouth, which foon gave him a temporary 
refpite from the horrors of his fituation." 

Unqueftionably, Bagdad was once a great city, of flourishing 
commerce; but the Sultan A M U R A T H the Fourth, when he made 
himfelf mafter of it, put the richeft Merchants fettled there to 
death ; and it has ever fince gradually declined. About two days 
journey from it, lie the ruins of the once famous city of Babylon* 
I was much difpofed to go to fee it, and thence drop down the 
Euphrates to Baffora : but my Armenian hoft told me there was 
nothing in it to recompenfe a perfon for half the trouble ; for, of 
that magnificent city, which was lixty miles in circumference, 
winch was encompaffed with walls eighty-feven feet in thicknefs* 

and 



and three hundred and fifty in height, nothing was to he feen but 

the bare foundations of fome great edifices. The Tower of Belus, 

and the Palace of Nebuchadnezzar, lie with the reft in undiftin-

guiihed ruin. The greateft curiofitics, then, were, in the firft 

place, the ruins of a building faid to be the famed Tower of Babel, 

which appeared to have been half a league in compafs ; artd the re­

mains of a vaft bridge over the Euphrates, where it is half a league 

broad. 

I was not more anxious to arrive at the city of Bagdad than I 

was to leave it ; and having written letters, and put them in a way 

of being forwarded to Europe, 1 took leave of my friendly hofpi-

table Armenian, and, with a thoufand acknowledgments for his 

kindnefs, fet out on horfeback to a place on the Tigris , where I 

embarked in a boat, in order to proceed to Baflbra. This river, 

known fince the firft records of human exiftence by Geographers, 

is remarkable for its rapidity, whence, P L I N Y fays, it has the 

name of Tigris , (in the Median language, a dart) ; and for its 
extraordinary courfe, which is in many places under ground, rifes 
in Armenia, finks into the earth near mount Taurus, and run? 
under a mountain—then riling at the other tide, follows its courte 
through the lake Thefpites—again finks frequently under ground, 

and continues hid at one time for a fpace of twenty-h\c toiles; 
where, once more emerging, it glides along with a very rapid 
ftream, meets the Euphrates at a place called Korna, panes through 
Bafiora, and falls into the Perfian Gulph, 
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As the boat in which 1 took my paiTage had no convenience foi 

excluding l b * violence of the tan, except an awning, I buffered 

extremely from the heat. The river itfelf was grand ; but the 

banks, and contiguous country, contained nothing to attract no­

tice—no object to diverfify the dreary, deierted afpedt of the fcene 

r—nothing to afford room for reflection, or give birth to a new 

idea. 1 do not remember to have ever paffed through fuch a vafr 

extent of country, fo uniformly dull and unintereffing. The only 

thing that ferved to keep the mind alive, was the apprehension of 

cobbers, who, in great numbers, hover over this river, and plun­

der palfengers, W e had taken tare, on leaving Bagdad, to be 

well pro\ jded with fire-arms ; and they did us yeomen's fcrvice— 

for we were frequently attacked by robbers with a view to plun­

der, but found that a fhot or two difperfed and fent them off in 

conlfernation. One night, however, in pafîing a creek, wc per­

ceived feveral boats iffuing from it, in great order, and in a man­

ner that evinced method and premeditation: we filently prepared 

for their reception, and were completely ready to meet them 

warmly, while they thought us quite unprepared, and uncon-

icious of their approach: they firft endeavoured to board us by 

furprife : wifhing rather to frighten than to k i l l them, we began 

by firing over their heads ; on which they fet up the moft horrible 

fhouts, and rufhed on with a tumultuous rapidity, making the 

moft terrible noife, in order to intimidate us : they were by this 

time quite near us ; we therefore took aim at them, and let fly, 

and 



and immediately perceived them in great confufion, fome of the 

boats lofing their helm, and falling with the ftream on the other* : 

at laft we faw them fheer off, and they gave us no farther trouble* 

L E T T E R X L I V . 

A F T E R eight or ten as difagreeable days as I remember 

to have fpent in my life, weakened with inceffant watching, 

haraffed with bodily fatigue, and melted with the exceffive heat 

of the fun, I arrived at the city of Baffora, where I was received 

with the utmofl hofpitality by M r . L A T O U C H E , the Company's 

Rcfident from Bombay, who did every thing poffible for my 

accommodation, and procured me every inflru61ion refpeéting my 

further progrefs. 

This city, as well as Bagdad, is famous in marvellous flory. 

The country about it is confidcred by the natives as the beft fpot 

in A l i a , though the burning winds annoy and frequently deftroy 

travellers, overwhelming them with mountains of hot End, 

driven, like waVes of the fea, before the tempefl out of the 

neighbouring deferts. It carries on a great trade, and is inhabited 

h\ vafl numbers of Chriftians and Jews. The Englifh and 

I )utch have factories here, as well for the purpofe of commerce, 
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as the traniît of difpatches, by way of Damafcus and Aleppo, 
to Europe. The' riche ft merchandife of India and Europe arc 
brought here in caravans ; and its opulence is greatly increafèd 
by the caravans of Pilgrims, who pafs through it on their way to 
Mecca, and pay great duties, bartering for many rich commodities. 
The horfes of this place are celebrated for their fuperior excel­
lence : it is faid that they will run thirty hours without meat or 
drink ; I doubt the fact, and fhould be forry to fee lb inhuman an 
experiment tried. 

One comfortable circumff ance attending Baflbra is, that at 
night the ffreets may be walked with perfect fafety at all hours. 
It is flibject to an Arab Prince, who is tributary to the Turk, 
and whofe revenue is very great, as well from the above-men­
tioned caufes, as becaufe he gives full liberty to all Nations to 
come and trade to his capital. 

From Baffora I took my paffage in a date-boat going to 
Muikat, expecting to get from thence a fpeedy paffage to Bombay ; 
but the boat fprung a leak at fea, and we were obliged to run into 
Bufheer, where I was very hofpitably received and entertained by 
M r . G A L L E Y , the Company's Refident. 

There really feemed to be an unufual fatality attending me 
throughout the whole of my journey. You will recollect, in the 
firft infiance, I was prevented, by the war with France, from going 
by the direct route which I fhould otherwife have taken, and 
obliged to pafs through the Low Countries and Germany—In the 

next 



( H ) 

next place, at Venice I was difappointed in obtaining a paffage to 

Latachiea ; and, immediately on the heels of that, loft my fervant 

at Tnefte, by fending him for letters to Venice—Afterwards, 

when 1 had gone to Alexandria with expectation of travelling 

through Egypt, and viewing that interefling part of the world, I 

found myfelf prevented by the unhappy circumftances of the 

country-—the plague raging in Alexandria, and all the roads 

being blocked up by an incurfion of the Arabs. Thus mortified 

and difappointed, I turned about, in order to make my way in 

another direction ; and arriving at Cyprus, found, to my infinite 

furprife and regret, that an epidemic difeale, little fhort of the 

plague, prevailed there, and fvvept off the inhabitants in great 

numbers : when, after furmounting all thofe obflacles, 1 arrived at 

Aleppo, the firft information I got was, that the caravan- was 

gone, and that it would be a long time before another would be 

ready ; and my departure from Aleppo was attended with circum-

flances no lefs inaufpicious than my entrance—At Moful I expe­

rienced another cUfappointment, by the river's being dried up, 

and rendered impraticable by boats—My paffage from Baffora to 

Mufkat was impeded by the veffel fpringing a leak—And now, 

when at laft I hoped to get from Bufhecr to Bombay, I was 

flopped by the intelligence that the Gulph was blocked up by 

French privateers, infomuch as no veffel could hope to efcape. I 

was therefore obliged to remain at Bufheer, till a Company's 

frigate, commanded by Captain H A R D Y , and foon expee" ed, 
mould 
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fhould ajïbrd mc an opportunity of proceeding to Bombay. T ime , 

however, brought that period about; and I took my paffage, and 

amved fafe at Bombay, where I foon after embarked on board a 

Portuguefc veffel, being the only conveyance that offered for me 

to proceed to Madras : fhe was firft bound to Goa, and we ar­

rived fafely at that ifland, where 1 was received with great polite­

nefs, and treated with the moft friendly attention, by M r . 

H E N S H A W , the Englifh Refident. 

Goa belongs to the Portuguefe : the Viceroy of that Nation lives 

there in great pomp. It was once the fcene of the moft abominable 

cruelties, exercifed by that flagitious people on the natives, under 

pretended zeal for Chriftianity—I had read the Abbé R A Y N A L ' S 

glowing deicription of i t ; and as I trod the ground,' my frame 

trembled at the thoughts of the maffacres perpetrated there. 

1 was impatient to get from Goa, and yet I looked forward to my 

departure with a fecret uneafinefs, for which I was entirely unable 

to account—I wifhed to proceed, and yet fome fecret foreboding 

whifpered to my heart that I was on the verge of calamity : fo 

powerful was it, and fo obflinatc, that I could neither reafon away 

its admonitions, nor refill its impref lions ; and fbmething inccffautly 

told me, in as plain language as i f a human being fpoke, that 1 

fhould furfer a dreadful misfortune. As I had all my life been an 

enemy to fuperftition, I felt my fpirit infulted, and my underftand-

ing degraded, by the involuntary victory which I allowed to this 

impreilion—I combated it with reafon, with ridicule, with ielf-

coiitempt 
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contempt—all in vain: in fpite of me, I became the very flave of 

gloomy prclcutiiïicnt ; and in order to get the iuccedancous aid of 

a friend's rcaion, as well as to be prepared, I communicated the 

ftate of my feelings to M r . H E N S I Ï A W . In vain he endeavoured 

to cheer me : all he could do was to give me his counfel ; in confe­

quence of which I actually fettled all my affairs up to that day, 

made my wi l l , left it with M r . H E N S H A W , and, full of dreadful 

forebodings of fhipwreck, went on board a Portugucfe fnow bound 

to Madras. 

It was now the eighteenth day of May when we failed from 

Goa. The hemifphere had been fur fome days overcaft with clouds : 

fome light fhowcrs of rain had fallen ; and you may conclude that 

it did not tend to raife my fpirits, or free me from my ominous ap-

prehenfions, to hear that thofe circumftances indicated an approaeff- ' 

ing gale of wind. I obferved, moreover, that the veffel was much 

too deep in the water, being greatly overloaded—that fhe was in 

many refpects defective, and, as the feamen fay, ill-found, and in 

fhort very unfit to encounter a gale of wind of any violence. I 

fcorned, however, to yield to thofe united imprefiions, and deter­

mined to proceed. 

O n the nineteenth, the fky wasobfeured by immenf 'iccccs of 

clouds, lurcharged with inflammable matter ; and in the evening, the 

vain fell in torrents, the firmament darkened apace, fudden night 

came on, and the horrors of extreme darkuefs were rendered ft i l l 

more horrible by the peals of thunder which rent the air, and the 

frequent 
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frequent flames of lightning, which ferved only to ihew us the hor­

ror of our fituation, and leave us in increafed darknefs : mean-time 

the wind became more violent, blowing on the ihore ; and a heavy 

fea, raifed by its force, united with it to make our ftate more for­

midable. 

By day-light on the morning of the twentieth, the gale had in­

creafed to a furious tempeft ; and the fea, keeping pace with it, 

ran mountain-high ; and as it kept invariably to the fame point, the 

Captain and Officers became ferioufly alarmed, and almoft per-

fuaded that the South-weft Monibon had fet in, which, i f it were 

fo, would render it abfblutely impoffible for us to weather the coaft. 

A l l that day, however, we kept as clofe as the violence of the 

weather would allow us to the wind; but the fea canted her head 

fo to leeward, that fhe made more lee than head-way ; and the 

rigging was fo ftrained with the work, that we had little hope of 

keeping off the fhore, unlets the wind changed, of which there was 

not now the fmalleft probability. During the night there was no 

intermiffion of the fnow: many of the fails flew into ribbons ; fome 

of the rigging was carried away ; and fuch exertions were made, 

that, before morning, every flick that could poffibly be ftruck was 

down upon the deck. 

About feven o'clock on the morning of the twenty-firft, I was 

alarmed by an unufual noife upon the deck, and, running up, per­

ceived that every remaining fail in the veffel, the fore-fail alone ex­

cepted, was totally carried away. The fight was horrible ; and 

the 



the whole vefTel prefented a fpe&acle as dreadful to the feelings as 

mortifying to human pride. Fear had produced, not only all the 

helpleffnels of defpondency, but all the mifchievous freaks of inf i ­

nity. In one place flood the Captain, raving, (lamping, and tear­

ing his hair in handfuls from his head—here, fome of the crew 

were cad upon their knees, clapping their hands, and praying, 

with ail the extravagance of horror painted in their faces—there, 

others were flogging their images with all their might, calling upon 

them to allay the florm. One of our paffengers, who was Purfer 

of an Englifh East-Indiaman, had got hold of a cafe-bottle of rum, 

and, with an air of diftraélion and deep defpair imprinted in his 

face, was (talking about in his fhirt. I perceived him to be on 

the point of ferving it about, in large tumblers, to the few undif-

mayed people ; and well convinced, that, fo far from alleviating, 

it would fharpen the horrors of their mind, I went forward, and 

with much difficulty prevented him. 

Having accomplished this point, I applied myfelf to the Cap­

tain, and endeavoured to bring him back ( i f poffible) to his recol­

lection, and to a fenfe of what he owed to his duty as a com­

mander, and to his dignity as a man : I exhorted him to encou­

rage the failors by his example ; and ft rove to raife his lpirits, ,hy 

faying that the ftorm did not appear to mc by any means fo terrible 

as fome I had before experienced. 

Whi le I was thus employed, we (hipped a fea on the (larboard 

lide, which I really thought would have fent us down. The vef-

C fel 



fel feemed to fink beneath its weight, fhivered, and remained 

motionlefs—it was a moment of critical fiifpenfe : fancy made 

me think I felt her gradually defcending—I gave myfelf up as 

gone, and fummoned all my fortitude to bear approaching death 

with becoming manhood. 

Juft at this crifis, the water, which rufhed with incredible 

force through all ports of the veffel, brought out floating, and 

nearly fuffocated, another Englifh paffenger, who was endea­

vouring to take a little repofe in a fmall cabin boarded off from the 

deck: he was a very ftout young man, and full of true fpirit. 

Finding that the veffel was not, as I had thought, going imme­

diately down, he joined me in exhorting the Captain to his duty : 

Ave perfuaded him to throw the guns overboard, as well as a 

number of trunks and packages with which the veffel was much 

encumbered; and, with fome little exertion, we got the pumps 

fet agoing. 

Here I w i l l ftop, knowing the warm fenflbility of my F R E D E ­

R I C K ' S mind ; and, convinced that his fympathetic heart wi l l go 

hand-in-hand with his Father's fufferings, I wi l l not overcharge 

k with grief by an immediate continuation of the bufinefs, but 

defer it to another Letter.. 



L E T T E R X L V . 

T H E name of the Englifh paffenger, whom I mentioned 

to you in my laft Letter as affifting me in getting the Captain and 

Mariners to do their duty, was H A L L . He was a young man of 

a moft amiable difpofition, and with it poffeffed all that manly 

fpirit that gives prefence of mind in exigences of danger. He and 

I having, with great difficulty, got fome hands to flick to the 

pumps, flood at the wheel, at once to affift the men, and prevent 

them from quitting it ; and, although hopclefs, determined that 

no effort practicable on our parts fhould be wanting to the prefer va-

tion of the veffel. The water, however, gained upon the pumps, 

notwithstanding every effort ; and it evidently appeared that we 

could not keep her long above water. 

A t ten o'clock the wind feemed to increafe^ and amounted to 

a downright hurricane : the fky was fo entirely obfeured with 

black clouds, and the rain fell fo thick, that objects were not dis­

cernible from the wheel to the fhip's head. Soon the pumps were 

choaked, and could no longer be worked : then difmay feized on 

all-—nothing but unutterable defpair, filent anguifh, and horror, 

wrought up to frenzy, was to be feen ; not a (ingle foul was ca-
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pable of an effort to be ufeful—all feemed more defirous to extin-

guifh their calamities by embracing death, than will ing, by a 

painful exertion, to avoid it. 

A t about eleven o'clock we could plainly diftinguifh a dread­

ful roaring noife, refembling that of waves rolling againft rocks; 

but the darknefs of the day, and the accompanying rains, pre­

vented us from feeing any diftance ; and i f they were rocks, wc 

might be actually dallied to pieces on them before we could per­

ceive them. A t twelve o'clock, however, the weather cleared 

up a little, and both the wind and the fea feemed to have abated : 

the very expanfion of the profpect round the fhip was exhileratiiig; 

and as the weather grew better, and the fea lefs furious, the lenfes 

of the people returned, and the general ftupcfacTion began to dc-

creafe. 

The weather continuing to clear up, we in fome time difcoverect 

breakers and large rocks without fide of us ; fo that it appeared 
we muft have paffed quite clofe to them, and were now fairly 

hemmed in between them and the land. 

In this very critical juncture, the Captain, entirely contrary tomv 

opinion, adopted the dangerous refohition of letting go an anchor, 

to bring her up with her head to the fea : But, though no fea-

man, my common fenfe told me that fhe could never ride it out,, 

but muft directly go down. The event nearly juftificd my judg­

ment ; for fhe had fcarcely been at anchor before an enormous fea 

rolling over her, overwhelmed and filled her with water, and 
every 
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every one on board concluded that ihe was certainly Unking.—On 

the iuftant, a Lafcar, with a prefence of mind worthy an old 

Englifh mariner, took an axe, ran forward, and cut the cable. 

On finding herfelf free, the veffel again floated, and made an 

effort to right herfelf; but fhe was almoft completely water -

logged, and heeled to larboard fo much that the gunnel lay under 

water. W c then endeavoured to fleer as faft as we could for the 

land, which we knew could not be at any great diftance, though 

we were unable to difcover it through the hazy weather : the fore-

fail was loofened; by great efforts in rolling, fhe righted a little, 

her gunnel was got above water, and we feudded as well as we 

could before the wind, which fl i l l blew hard on fhore ; and at 

about two o'clock the land appeared at a fmall diftance a head. 

The love of life countervails all other conlidcrations in the 

mind of Man . The uncertainty we were under with regard to the 

more before us, which we had reafon to believe was part of 

H Y D E R A L L I ' S dominions, where we fhould meet with the moft 

rigorous treatment, i f not ultimate death, was forgotten in the 

joyful hope of faving life ; and we feudded towards the ihorc in 

all the exulting tranfports of people juft fiiatched from the iaws of 

death. 

This gleam of happinefs continued not long : a tremendous' 

fea rolling after us, broke over our ftern, tore every thing before 

it, ftove in the ftecrage, carried away the rudder, fhivcred the 

wheel to pieces, and tore up the very ring-bolts of the deck—con­

veyed 



veyed the men who flood at the wheel forward, and fwept them 

overboard. I was Handing, at the time, near the wheel, and for­

tunately had hold of the taffarel, which enabled me to refill in part 

the weight of the wave. T was, however, fwept off my feet, and 

dafhed againft the main-maft. The jerk from the taffarel, which 

I held very tenacioufly, feemed as i f it would have diftocated my 

arms : however, it broke the impetus of my motion, and in all 

probability laved me from being dallied to pieces againft the 

maft. 

I floundered about in the water at the foot of the maft, t i l l at 

length I got on my feet, and fèized a rope, which I held in a ftate 

of great embarraffment, dubious what I fhould do to extricate mj -

felf. A t this inftant I perceived that M r . H A L L had got upon the 

capftern, and was waving his hand to me to follow his example : 

this I wifhed to do, though it was an enterprife of fome riik and 

difficulty ; for, i f I loft the hold I had, a fingle motion of the vef­

fel, or a full wave, would certainly carry me overboard. I made 

a bold pufli, however, and fortunately accomplifhed it. Having 

attained this ftation, I could the better furvey the wreck, and faw 

that the water was nearly breaft-high on the quarter-deck, (for the 

veffel was deep-waifted) ; and I perceived the unfortunate Englifh 

Puffer Handing where the water was moft Shallow, as i f watching 

with patient expectation its rifmg, and awaiting death : I called to 

him to come to us, but he Shook his head in defpair, and faid, in a 

lamentable tone, " It is all over with us ! G O D have mercy upon 

us I 



us then feated himfelf with feeming compofure on a chair which 

happened to be rolling about in the wreck of the deck, and in a few 

minutes afterwards was warned into the fea along with it, where 

he was fpeedily rcleafed from a ftate ten thoufand times worfe than 

death. 

During this univerfal wreck of tilings, the horror I was in could 

not prevent me from obferving a very curious circumftancc, which 

at any other time would have excited laughter, though now it pro­

duced no other emotion than furprife—We happened to be in 

part laden with mangoes, of which the ifland of Goa is known to 

produce the fineft in the world ; fome of them lay in bafkets on 

the poop : a little black boy, in the moment of greatefl danger, had 

got feated by them, devouring them voracioufly, and crying all the 

time moft bitterly at the horrors of his iituation ! 

The veffel now got completely water-logged; and M r . 

H A L L and I were employed in forming conjectural calculations 

how many minutes fhe could keep above water, and confoling one 

another on the unfortunate circumflances under which we met---

lamenting that fate had thus brought us acquainted only to make 

us witneffes of each other's, mifery, and then to ice one another no 

more. 

As the larboard fide of the veffel was gradually going down, 

the deck, and of courfe the capflern, became too nearly perpendicu­

lar for us to continue on it : we therefore forefaw the necefiity of 

quitting it, and got upon the ftarboard fide, holding faff by the gun­

ned 
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t icl , and allowing our bodies and legs to yield to the fea as it broke 

over lis. Thus we continued for fome t ime: at length the feverity 

of the labour fo entirely exhauftedour ftrength and fpirits, that our 

beft hope feemed to a fpeedy concluhon to our painful death ; and 

we began to have ferious intentions of letting go our hold, and yield­

ing ourfelves up at once to the fury of the waves. 

The veffel, which all this time drifted with the fea and wind, 

gradually approximated the ihore, and at length ftruck the ground, 

which for an inftant revived our almoft departed hopes; but we 

foon found that it did not in the fmallefl degree better our f i l i a ­

t ion—Again I began to yield to utter defpair—again I thought of 

letting go my hold, and finking at once : It is impoffible, thought I, 

ever to efcape—why, then, prolong, for a few minutes, a painful 

exiflence that muft at laft be given up ? Yet, yet, the all-fubduing 

love of life fuggefted, that many things apparently impoffible had 

come to pafs ; and I faid to myfelf, If life is to be loft, why not 

lofe it in a glorious ftruggle ? Should I furvive it by accident, life 

w i l l be rendered doubly fweet to me, and I ftill more worthy of 

it by perfevering fortitude. 

Whi le I was employed in this train of reflection, I perceived 

fome of the people collecting together, talking, and holding a 

confultation—It immediately occurred to me, that they were de­

vi l ing fome plan for efcaping from the wreck, and getting on 

fhore : and, fo natural is it for M a n to cling to his fellow-creature 

for fupport in difficult or dangerous exigences, I propofed to 

M r . 
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Mi*- H A L L to join them, and take a mare in the execution of 

the plan—obferving to him at the fame time, that I was deter­

mined at all events to quit the veffel, and truft to the protect ion 

and guidance of a fuperintending Providence for the reft. 

L E T T E R X L V I . 

A s prodigality of life is, in fome cafes, the excefs of 

virtue and courage—fo there are others in which it is vice, mean-

nefs and cowardice. True courage is, according to the circum-

ftances under which it is to operate, as rigidly tenacious and vigi­

lant of life in one cafe, as it is indiffèrent and regardlefs in ano­

ther ; and I think it is a very flrange contradiction in the human 

heart (although it often happens), that a man who has the moft' 

unbounded courage, in feeking death even in the cannon's mouth, 

fhall yet want the neceffary refolution to make exertions to fave his 

life in cafes of ordinary danger. The unfortunate Englifh Purler 

could not collect courage mfficient to make an effort to fave him­

felf ; and yet I think it probable that he would have faced a bat­

tery of artillery, or expofed himfelf to a piflol-fhot, i f occafion' 

required, as foon as any other man. Thus it appears at firft view : 

but may not this feeming incongruity be explained by faying, that 

D perfonal 
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perfonal courage and fortitude are different qualities of the mind and 

body, and depend rq:on the exereife of entirely different functions? 

Be that as it may, I argued with myfelf, in the height of my 

calamitous fituation, upon the fubject of fortitude and deject ion, 

courage and cowardice ; and, notwithstanding the ferious afpecl of 

affairs, found myfelf liflening to the fuggeflions of pride : What a 

paltry thing to yield, while ftrength is left to ftruggle ! Vanity her­

felf had her hint, and whifpered, " Should I efcape by an effort of my 

own, what a glorious theme of exultation !" There were, I confefs, 

tranfîtory images in my mind, which, co-operating with the natural 

attachment to felf-prefervation, made me perfevere, and refolve to 

do lb, while one veftigc of hope was left for the mind to dwell on. 

Obferving, as I told you before, the people confulting toge­

ther, and refolving to join them, I made an effort to get to the 

lee fhrouds, where they were ftanding, or rather clinging ; but 

before I could accomplifh it, I loft my hold, fell down the hatch­

way (the gratings having been carried away with the long-boat), 

and was. for fome minutes entangled there aroprigft a heap of 

packages, which the violent fluctuations of the water had collected 

on the lee fide. As the veffel moved with the fea, and the water 

flowed in , the packages and I were rolled together—fometimes 

one, fometimes another, uppermoft ; fo that I began to be appre-

henfive I fhould not be able to extricate myfelf: by the mereft 

accident, however, 1 grafped fomething that lay in my way* 

made a vigorous fpring, and gained the lee fhrouds. M r . H A L L » 

who, 



who followed me, in feizitlg the fhrouds, came thump againft me 

with fuch violence that I could fcarcely retain my hold of the 

rigging. Compelled by the perilous fituation in which I flood, I 

called out to him for G O D ' S fake to keep off, for that I was ren­

dered quite breathlefs and worn out : he generoufly endeavoured 

to make way for me, and, in doing fo, unfortunately loft: his 

hold, and went down under the fhip's fide. Never, never (hall 

I forget my fenfations at this melancholy incident—I would have 

given millions of worlds that I could have recalled the words which 

made him move ; my mind was wound up to the laft pitch of an-

guifh : I may truly fay, that this was the moft bitter of all the 

bitter moments of my life, compared with which the other cir-

cumftances of the fhipwreck feemed leffened—for I had infenfibly 

acquired an unufual eftecm and warm attachment for him, and 

was doubtful whether, after being even the innocent occafion of his 

falling/1 ought to take further pains to preferve my own life. A l l 

thofe fenfations were pafting with the rapidity of lightning through 

my thoughts, when, as much to my aflonifhment as to my joy, I 

faw him borne by a returning wave, and thrown among the very 

packages from which I had but juft before, with fuch labour and 

difficulty, extricated myfêlf—In the end he proved equally fortu­

nate, but after a much longer and harder ftruggle, and after fuf-

taining much more injury. 

I once more changed my flation, and made my way to the 

poop, where I found myfelf rather more flickered—I earneftly 

D 2 wifhed 



wxfhed M r . H A L L to be with me, whatever might be my ultimate 

fate—and beckoned to him to come to me ; but he only anfwered 

by fhaking his head, in a feeble, defponding manner—flaring at the 

fame time wildly about him : even his fpirit was fubdued ; and 

defpair, I perceived, had begun to take poffeflion of his mind. 

Being a little more at eafe in my new flation than I had been 

before, I had more time to deliberate, and more power to judge. 

I recollected, that, according to the courfe of time, the day was 

for gone, and the night quickly approaching : I reflected,, that for 

any enterprize whatfoever, day was much preferable to night ; 

and above all I conlidered, that the veffel could not hold long to­

gether—I therefore thought, that the beft mode I could adopt 

would be, to take to the water with the firft boyant thing I could 

fee ; and, as the wind and water both feemed to run to the fhore, 

to take my chance in that way of reaching it. h i purfuance of this 

refolution, I tore off my fhirt, having before that thrown off the 

other parts of my drefs—I looked at my fleeve buttons, in which 

was fet the hair of my departed children—and, by an involuntary. a£l 

of the imagination, afked myfelf the queftion, " Shall I be happy 

enough to meet them where I am now about to go ?—fhall thofe 

dear laft remains, too, become, a prey to the devouring deep 

In that inftant, reafon, fufpended by the horrors of the fcene, 

gave way to inftinct ; and I rolled my fhirt up, and very carefully 

thruft it into a hole between decks, with the wild hopes that the 

fleeve tmttons might yet efcape untouched. Watching my oppor­

tunity,. 



tunity, 1 faw a log of wood floating near the veffel, and, waving 

my hand to M r . H A L L as a laft adieu, jumped after it. Here, 

again, I was doomed to aggravated hardfhips—I had feared y 

touched the log when a great fea matched it from my hold : ftili 

as it came near me, I grafped at it ineffectually, t i l l at laft it was 

completely carried away, but not before it had cut and battered 

and bruifed me in feveral places, and in a manner that at any 

other time I fhould have thought dreadful. 

Death feemed inevitable ; and all that occurred to me now to 

do, was to accelerate it* and get out of its pangs as fpeedily as 

poffible ; for, though I knew how to fwim, the tremendous furf 

rendered fwimming ufelefs, and all hope from it would have been 

ridiculous. I therefore began to fwallow as much water as poffi­

ble ; yet, f l i l l rifing by the boyant principle of the waves to the 

furface, my former thoughts began to recur ; and whether it was 

rhat, or natural inftinct, which furvived the temporary impreflions 

of defpair, I know not—but I endeavoured, to fwim, which I had 

not done long, when I again difcovered the log of wood I had loft 

floating near me, and with fome difficulty caught it : hardly had 

it been an inflant in my hands, when, by the fame unlucky 

means, I loft it again.- I had often heard it faid in Scotland, 

that i f a man w i l l throw himfelf flat on his back in the water, 

he quite flraight and ftiff, and fuffer himfelf to fink till the 

water gets into his ears, he wi l l continue to float fo for ever : this 

occurred to me now, and I determined to try the experiment ; 

g a T T , , fo 



fo I threw myfelf on my back in the manner I have deferibed, and 

left myfelf to the difpofal of Providence ; nor was I long t i l l I 

found the truth of the faying—for I floated with hardly an effort, 

and began for the firft time to conceive fomething like hopes of 

prefer vation. 

After lying in this manner, committed to the difcretion of the 

tides, I foon faw the vcffel-.--faw that it was at a confiderable dif­

tance behind me. Livelieft hope began to play about my heart, 

and joy fluttered with a thoufand gay fancies in my mind : I be­

gan to form the favourable concluiion, that the tide was carrying 

me rapidly to land from the veffek, and that 1 fhould foon once 

more touch terra jirma* 
This expectation was a cordial that revived my exhaufted fpi­

rits : 1 took courage, and left myfelf ftill to the fame all-directing 

Power that had hitherto preferved me, fcarcely doubting that I 

fhould foon reach the land. Nor was I miftaken ; for, in a fhort time 

more, without effort or exertion, and without once turning from 

off my back, I found myfelf ftrike againft the fandy beach. Over­

joyed, as you may well fuppofe, to the highcft pitch of tranfport at 

my providential deliverance, I made a convulfive fpring, and ran 

up a little diftance on the fhore ; but was fo weak and worn 

down by fatigue, and fo unable to clear my ftomach of the fait 

water with which it was loaded, that I fuddenly grew deadly fick, 

and apprehended that I had only exchanged one death for another ; 

and in a minute or two fainted away. 
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L E T T E R X L V I I , 

T H A T admirable man, and fagacious penetrating philo­

sopher, Dr . F R A N K L I N , has left us, among innumerable inftruc-

tions for the conduct of human life, and for remedying many of 

the grievances of it, directions for going a voyage at fea, and has 

particularly enforced the foil) of quitting fhips haftily, and yield­

ing one's felf up to defpair. I am convinced, that nine tenths of 

the people who pqrifh by ubip wreck, peri ft} from the want of 

pretence of mind, and fuflicient fortitude to bear them out. The 

unhappy Purler, who fat deliberately in a chair, and fuffered 

himfelf, without a ftruggle, to be carried overboard, is an in-

ftance in point. The feeble conduct of the Captain and Crew is 

another. Had he, inftead of tearing his hair, raving, and acting 

the part of a bedlamite, encouraged his men, and taken vigorous 

mcalures in time ; and had they, inftead of whimpering prayers 

on their knees, and whipping their images, made all clear, and 

prepared for the worft ; in (hojt, had they, according to the mo­

ral of the old fable, put their fh.ouldcr to the wheel, inftead of 

calling on Hercules, it is not impoffible but the vc/Tel might have 

been iàved> 

As 



As for my part, the joy of efcaping immediate death made 

me blind to the other miferies of my fituation. Naked, moneylefs 

and friendlefs, upon an unknown, and probably inhofpitable coaft, 

what reafonable caufe had I to rejoice ? Perhaps the reverie. But 

that remains to be feen. 

H o w long 1 continued in the fvvoon into which I had fallen, 
l t is impoffible for me to tell ; but, when I recovered, I found my­

felf furrounded by a guard of armed foldiers, fepoys, and pike-

men. I knew them immediately to be the troops of H Y D E R A L L I , 

and almoft wiftied myfelf back into the waves again. Looking 

round, I faw that the people and effects that had been faved from 

the wreck were collected all together along with me. 

In this ftate we remained till it was dark. A Lafcar * belonging 

to the veffel, perceiving that my nakednefs gave me great concern, 

tore into two a piece of cloth which he had tied round his waift, 

and gave me one part of it, which afforded a fhort apron. This 

fimple act of a poor, uninformed black man, whom Chriftian cha­

rity would call an idolator, methought had more of the true and 

cffential fpirit of charity in it, than half the oftentatious, parading 

newfpaper public charities of London—the flough of purfe-proud 

vanity, and unwieldy bloated wealth. O f all the acts of benefi­

cence that I ever met with, it ftruck me the moft forcibly : it had 

kindnèfs, difnitercftednefs and delicacy for its bafis ; and 1 have 

v never 

• Natives of India, employed fometimes as failors, fometimes for inferior 

offices in the army, fuch as pitching tents, drawing guns, &c. 
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never fince thought of it without wifhing, '\but 1 could meet the 

man, to reward him for his beneficence with a fubfiftencc for life. 

The lower order of people of a certain Country, I know, Would 

think a man in fuch circumftances as I was then in, a fitter ob­

ject of plealàntry than pity. 

The vàft quantity of fait water I had fwallowed, ft ill made 

me deadly fick in the ftomach : however, after fome time, I 

threw it up, and got great relief. I had hardly felt the comfort­

able effects of this, before I was ordered to march: nine of us, a l l 

Lafcars except myfelf, were conveyed to a village at a few miles 

diftance on the fea-fide, where we were for the night put into a 

fquare place, walled round, open to the inclemency of the weather 

above and below, and filled with large logs of wood ; it blew moft 

violently, and the rain fell in torrents—wlple not one fmooth 

plank could be found on which to ftretch our fatigued and wafted 

bodies. Thus, naked, tick, exhaufted with fatigue and falling, 

drenched with wet, and unable to lie down, our mifery might be-

nppofed to be incapable of iucreafe. But, alas! where are the 

bounds which we can let to human woe?—Thirf t , that rnoft 

dreadful of pains, occafioned by the drenching with fait wat t / , 

feized us : we begged, we entreated, we elamqured for water | 

but the inhuman wretches, deaf to the groans and fcrcechcs of 

their fellow-creatures,1 (for fome grew delirious with t}ie agony of 

thirft), refufed them even the cheap and miferable indulgence 0£ 

a drop, o f ^ 
E The 
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The influence of the mind upon the body has been much infift-

ed on by philoibphers and phyficians, and I believe w i l l be admit­

ted by ail wife men. I was myfelf, in this inftance, a ftriking 

proof of it ; for, though I had fwallowed and thrown up fo- much 

fait water, and though my thirft had exceeded any thing I had 

ever before felt—yet, finding that water was not to be had or ex* 

pcéfed, I compofed my mind to do without it, diverted my thoughts 

from it by the contemplation of the many other evils which befet 

me, and paffed the night without that horrible agony experienced 

by the others. 

Indeed, a night of more exquifite horror cannot be imagined. 

The thoughts of being a prifoner to H Y D E R A L L I , was, of itfelf, 

fufBcient to render mc completely unhappy: but my utter want of 

clothes almoft put me betide myfelf ; and lying expofed to the 

open air, where I was glad to fit dole to the Lafcars- to receive a 

little heat from their bodies, and to hold open my mouth in order 

to catch a drop of the defcending rain, was a ftate that might be 

confidered as the higheft refinement upon mifcry. 

About four o'clock in the morning, a little cold: rice was 

brought us to eat, and water was dug out of a hole near the fpot 

for us; but as all things in this life are good or bad.merely rela­

tively, this wretched fare was fome refreffcment to us. I was 

then removed, to the. ruins-of a toddy-hut,* feparated from the 

reft, 

* A ImaU temporary hut, \\\\txz.tcddy (aJiqjrior extracted from Uic cocoa-nut 
tree) is fold. 
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reft, and a guard fet over me. Here I had full room for reflec­

tion, and could *' meditate e'en to madnefs." The whole of my 

fituation appeared before me with all its aggravating circumftaaccs 

of horror ; and to any one who confiders it, I believe i t w i l l ap­

pear that it was hardly poffible to fill the bitter cup of calamity 

fuller- O h ! what were my thoughts! My family bereft of him 

on whofe efforts they were in a great meafiire to depend for fup-

port and protection—you, then a little innocent cherub, appeared 

to my diffracted imagination twining round your mother's neck, 

and, in infant clamour, calling your father—while he, in a dread­

ful captivity, compared with which even a cruel death were 

mercy, lay wafting, naked and forlorn, perifhing with the in­

clemency of the weather, wanting even food fit for his fupport, 

and expofed to the fcourge of every petty tyrant that barbarous 

power might employ to guard him 1—Such were my reflections : 

they were in reafon well founded ; for there was no probability of 

my being ever releafed, as my captivity was unlikely to be known 

to my Country, or by my friends. 

In this ftate I was, when, to my utter aflonifhment, and to 

my no lefs joy, the amiable companion of my fhipwreck, M r . 

H A L L , appeared before me. I fcarcely knew how to think his ap­

pearance reality, as I underftood that the I clears then along with 

me were all that were laved from the wreck ; and he was, at the 

time I parted from him, fo exhaufted both in body and mind, that 

1 thought he would be the laft who could efcape. He , however, 

E 2 fhook 
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fhook me by the hand? and, -fitting down, 'told me that he had 

given me up for loft, and remained with the veflll until the tide, 

having ebbed, left her almoft dry—that, immediately on getting 

aïhore, and being taken prifoner, he made inquiries about mc; 

and heard that î had been laved—that, finding this, his joy was 

fuch as to make him almoft forget his own misfortunes—and, 

exerting all his entreaties not to be feparatal from mc, thev had 

been fo far indulgent to him, and had brought him to mc, that 

we might be companions in bondage. He added, that out of ele­

ven Europeans and fifty-fix 1 ,a1cars who were on board, only he 

and 1 of the former, and fourteen of the latter, were laved from 

the wreck, the reft having been drowned in the attempt, except­

ing; Ibmc who, oveivome with terror, a-ngfuiih and anxietv, and 

exhaufted with fatigue, had bid a formal adieu to their compa­

nions, let go their hold, and ealmly and voluntarily given them­

felves up to the deep'. 

I here took occaiion to remark to him, what I have already 

faid to you, that thoufands lofe their lives for want of perfevcr-

ance, fortitude, and courage, to -prefcrve them-—Had the Englifh' 

Purfer collected courage enough to hold faft till the tide ebbed, he 

might have been fafe on fhore as wo were, as he was fuperior to 

either of us in bodily ftrength. 

" A h ! my friend !" faid he, fhaking his head defpondingly—~ 

" is he worfe where he is ? I doubt whether death is not far pre* 

ferable to our prefent profpects.'• 
" Come 3 . 
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" Come, come," faid I, perceiving he was melancholy,, 

though I myfelf laboured under all the horrors he expreffed— 

" come, let us not think ; all will.yet be well : I forefee it wil l ; 

and you muff know I have fomething of the prophet in my nature 

—perhaps the fécond fight." I then told him my prefentimeuts 

on leaving Goa, which much affonifhed him—ft i l l more when I 

acquainted him with the formal acts I had done in confequence 

thereof, by M r . IJrsNsiïA w'S advice, and with his privity. 

HÏ fact, our joy at meeting was reciprocally great, and in fome 

refpect cheered us for the time under all our miferies in hand, and 

the dreary profpecf of thofe yet to come. 

Perceiving that he flood as much in need of relief as I did 

when the Laicar relieved'' me by dividing his cloth, I took mine 

off, tore it in two, and gave him half of it : you may well con­

ceive our mifery from this, i f other circumftances were wanting, 

that fuch a thing as a rag of linen, not worth fix pence, wns a 

very material accommodation to us both. 
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L E T T E R X L V I I L 

Y O U R Letter, occafioned by the account of my (hip-
wreck and fubfequent difafter, gave me, my amiable boy ! us 
great pleafure as thofe difafters gave me pain. Your account, 
too, of JOHN'S burfting into tears on the reading of it to him, had 
almoft a fimilar effect upon myfelf : and I truft in the Almighty 
Difpofer of Events, that that excellent turn of mind will be fo 
falhioned by the education I give you, as to make it the fource of 
boundlefs gratification and true greatnefs (by which I mean good-
nefs) here, and of never-fading felicity hereafter. You fay you 
cannot account for h% but you found more happinefs at my efcape, 
than mifery at my misfortunes. I hail that circumftance as the 
jftrongeft mark of perfect: excellence of difpofition. A great Moral 
Philofopher has laid it down as a maxim, that it is the furer mark 
of a good heart to fympathife with joy than with forrow ; and 
this inftance only comes in aid of that opinion of you which my 
fond hopes have always nourished. 

At the fame time I muft declare to you, that my pleafure at 
cfcaping fliipwreck was by no means as great as the agony my 
mind underwent at the profpect now before me was poignant. I 

have 



have already faid, and indeed with truth, that I fhould have with 

much greater pleafure embraced death : I, who had been already fome 

years in India, and had opportunities of hearing, as well from my Fa­

ther as from other Officers in the Service, what the difpofition of the 

Tyrant in whole power 1 had now fallen was, knew too well the 

horrors of my fituation to feel anything like hope. The unmer­

ciful difpofition of H Y D E R , and all thofe in authority under him, 

and the cruel policy of the Eaflern Chiefs, making the life of any 

one, particularly a Britifh prifoner, at the beft a precarious tenure, 

I did not know the moment when death might be inflicted upon 

me with perhaps a thoufand aggravating circumftances : and at a l l ; 

events, the affairs which demanded my prefence in India fo very 

importunately as to urge me to all the fatigues and hardihips of a-

paffage over land, were, of themfelves, fufficient to make my 

mind.uneafy ;: but the abject ftate of want and nakednefs in which 

it feemed I' was likely to remain, ftruck a deep and damp horror 

to my heart,, and almoft unman'd me. 

M r . H A L L and I,, however, endeavoured with all our might 

to Item the headlong torrent of our fate—Melancholy preyed 

deeply and Openly upon him, while I concealed mine, and endea­

voured to cheer the finking fpirits of that noble youth, who, I 

perceived,, was the prey rather of extreme fenfibility than feeble-

ttefs of mind. A l l the horrors of fhivering nakednefs, though, to 

a mind delicate like his, and a perfon reared in the lap of luxury, 

furficiently goading, appeared as nothing when compared with one 
lofs 
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lofs he liad fuflaincd in the depredations with which fhipwrcck U 

constantly followed up. In the cruel fuipenfe between life and 

death, winch I have already defcribed, previous to my getting on 

fhore, this amiable young man had fecured and treaiured next his 
..o'aoiiiiourrD oiirjiAi^^no^^ m < J ^ J3UJO mo it ?J; T ; I U 

heart, as the infeparable companion of his fate, a miniature portrait 

of a young Lady : it hung round his neck, and was, by the unfeel-

inc.- villains who feized him on his landing, taken away. This 

^fffrO i30f»*/ ^ j n . t l ^ III J..OI1J t DCu (h <>.:.. TO XJOiJiiO .1 no 

cruel deprivation was an inceffant corrolive to his mind—the co­

pious iburcc of anguifh to his heart—the hourlv theme of the nioft 

pathetic, afflicting exclamations. " Had I," he would cry. 

ft oh L had I had but the good fortune to have gone to the bottom 
'111* à à 2 Yi IU 2 0 ^ f î P "î T î ' T r "* f i 1 * ' • i» r i ï K Î ' ' *f1 " * ' r* *• f i • T ft *>fTï 

while yet it hung about my neck, I fhould have been happy : but 

now, feparated from the heavenly original, and bereft of the pre­

cious image, what is life? what would be life wereT yet fure of 
\7Tl 'JétStnr'Qi ili'Ji UlTFjT tZ0 Sl'Ji (Ï101 \J 10 <3i3W ,aii„ T3V0 ' Qiiliii*; 

it? Wha t pleafure, what common content, has the world left for 

mer None—oh ! none, none! Never fhall this heart again know 

comfort !" 

I did every thing I could to confole him, and, as far as I could, 

prevent him from dwelling on thofe gloomy fubjects. Our con-

verfations were interefting and pathetic ; but, alas ! the picture, 

at every paufe, chafed away the flight impreflions of the preced­

ing converfe : no fuffcrings of the body could countervail that 

lofs—no confolation mitigate it ; and amidlt the horrid reflections 

which unparalleled calamity impofed upon his mind, the lofs of that 
one 



one dear relic rofe paramount to all—and as every thought began, 

fo it ended, with the picture. 

For fome days we lay in this place, expofed to the weather, 

without even the (lender comfort of a little ftraw to cover the 

ground beneath us—our food, boiled rice, ferved very (paringly 

twice a-day by an old woman, who juft threw a handful or more 

of it to each upon a very dirty board, which we devoured with 

thofe (boons Nature gave us. 

A t the end of that time, wc, and, along with us, the Laf-

cars, were ordered to proceed into the country, and drove on foot 

to a confiderable diftance, in order to render up an account of our-

felves to perfons belonging to Government, authorifed to take it. 

It was advanced in the morning when we moved, without receiv­

ing any fort of fuftenancc ; and were marched in that wafting c l i ­

mate eight hours, without breaking our fall: ; during which time 

we were expofed alternately to the fcorching heat of the fun and 

heavy torrents of rain, which raifed painful blifters on our (kin : 

we had often to (land expofed to the weather, or to lie down, 

under the preffure of fatigue and weaknefs, on the bare ground ; 
then wait an hour, or more, at the door of fome infolent, unfeel­

ing monfter, until he finiihed his dinner, or took his afternoon,^ 

nap ; and when this was over, drove forward with wanton barba­

rity by the people who attended us. 

Y o u , my F R E D E R I C K ! who only know the mild and merci­

ful difpofition of the People of Great Britain, where govem-

F ment, 
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ment, religion, and long habit, have reduced charity and benevo­

lence fo completely to a fyftem that they feèm to be innate prin­

ciples of the mind, can have no conception of a People who wi l l 

not only look upon the worft human afflictions with indifference, 

but take a favage delight in the miièries of their fellow-creatures, 

even where no poffible advantage can be reaped from their inhuma­

nity, and where the only reward they can propoie to themfelves 

for their cruelty is the pleafure of contemplating human fuffer-

ings. 

Such, lorry am I to fay it, is the difpofition of fbme parts of 

the Eaft Indies that I have been in : and although thofe parts un­

der the dominion of Great Britain owe their emancipation from 

the moft galling yokes to the Englifh—and though, under their 

aufpiccs, they live in a ftate of greater happinefs than ever they 

did, and greater freedom even than Britons themfelves—yet fuch 

is the wicked ingratitude of many of them, fuch the inflexible 

animofity arifing from a contradictory religion, that the death or 

fuffering of an Englifhman, or any misfortune that may befal him, 

often ferves only as matter of fport or amufement to them. It 

would be well i f it refted there—but unfortunately they are worfe 

again ; for in general they have the like coldnefs and indifference,, 

or indeed, to fpeak more properly, the like averfion, to each 

other's good ; and the fame diabolical principles of lelfifhnels and 

treachery pervade the greater number in thofe vaft regions, almoft' 

boundlefs in extent, and almoft matchlefs in fertility. 

T w o 



T w o days after this, we were moved again, and marched up 

the country by a long and circuitous route, in which we underwent 

every hardihip that cruelty could inflict, or human fortitude en* 

dure—-now bliftered with the heat, now drenched with the rain, 

and now chilled with the night damps—deftitute of any place but 

the bare earth to reft or lay our heads on, with only a icanty pit­

tance of boiled rice for our fupport—often without water to quench 

our thirlt, and conftantly goaded by the guards, who pricked us 

with their bayonets every now and then, at once to evince their 

power, entertain the fpectators, and mortify us. W e arrived at 

IKdernagur, the metropolis of the province of Biddanore—a fort 

of confiderable ftrength, mounting upwards of feventy guns, con­

taining a large garrifon of men, and poffeffed of immenfe wealth. 

It was about two o'clock in the morning when we arrived at 

Biddanore: the day was extremely hot, and we were kept out 

under the full heat of that broiling fun t i l l fix o'clock in the even­

ing, before we were admitted to an audience of the Jemadar, or 

Governor of the place, without having a mouthful of victuals of­

fered tous after the fatiguing march of the mornino*. 

Whi le we flood in this forlorn ftate, a vafl concourfe of people 

collected about, and viewed us with curiofity. Looking round 

through thofe who flood nearefl, I obferved fome men gazing at 

me with ftrong marks of emotion, and a mixture of wonder and 

concern pourtrayed in their countenances. Surprifed to fee fuch 

iymptoms of humanity in a Myforian Indian, I looked at them 

F 2 with 



with more fcrutinizing attention, and thought that their faces 

were familiar to me. Catching my eye, they looked at me fig-

liiticantly, as though they would exprefs their regard and refpecf 

for me, i f they dared; and I then began to recollée! that they 

were formerly privates in my regiment of cavalry, and were then 

'priloners at large with H Y D E R . 

I was not lefs iurprifed that thofe poor fellows fhould recog* 

nife me in my prêtent miferable fallen ftate, than affected at the 

fympathetic feeling they difclofed. I returned their look with a 

private nod of recognition ; but, feeing that they were afraid to 

fpeak to me, and fearing I might injure them by difcloiing our 

acquaintance, I forbore any thing more. The guilty fouls of def-

potic Governments are perpetually alive to fufpicion : every look 

alarms them ; and alarm or fufpicion never fails to be followed up 

with prescription or death. 

Men , when in the full.nefs of power and pride of office, very 

feldom give themfelves time to reflect upon the inftability of hu­

man greatnels, and the uncertainty of earthly contingencies. 

When , invefted with all the trappings of authority, 1 commanded 

the regiment to which thofe poor fellows belonged, I would have 

thought that he fpoke wildly indeed who would have alledged 

that it was poffible I could ever become an object of their pity— 

that I fhould ftand naked and degraded before them, and they 

be afraid to acknowledge me : but, though I fhould have thought 

fo then, it was yet fome comfort to me, when that unfortunate 

event 
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event did come to pafs, to reflect, that, when in power, I made 

fuch ufè of it as to excite emotions in their bofoms of affection and 

refpcct. D id the tyrant and overbearing infblent Chiefs con­

fider this, and govern themfelves by its inftructions, they would go 

into the field with the confoling reflection, that no gun would be 

levelled at their head except that of the common enemy—a thing 

that does not always happen. 

L E T T E R X L I X . 

H A D we been made prifoners of war in battle againft an 

enemy, there is no law of Nature or Nations, no rule of reafon 

or principle of equity, that could palliate fuch treatment as that 

which we now received: but, can by misfortune and fhipwreck 

on their fhorc, we were entitled to folacc and protection. The 

worft wretches who hang out falfe beacons on the Wcftcni Coafts 

of England, to allure fhips to their deflruction, would not be cruel 

without temptation ; and, i f they did not expect to gain fome 

profit by it, would rather'decline knocking their fellow-creatures 

in the head : but thofe barbarians, without any profit but what a 

malignant heart derives from the miferies of others, or any pleafure 

but 
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but what proceeds from their pain, exercifed upon us the moi l 

wanton cruelty. Compared with fuch treatment, in fiant death 

would have been an act of mercy to us ; and we fhould have had 

reafbn to blefs the hand that inflicted it. 

Mortifications of one fort or other—the inceffant torturing of 

the mind on the rack of fufpenfe—the injuries to the animal fyftem, 

occafioncd by confiant expofure to the weather, and the want of 

food—all confpired to reduce me to the dimenfions and feeblenefs 

of a fkeleton. I had grown daily weaker and weaker, and was 

now nearly exhaufled, and quite faint ; while, on the other hand, my 

amiable companion in affliction was reduced by a dyfentery, which 

attacked him foon after our fhipwreck, and which the torments of 

his mind, the want of medicine and comfortable food, and, above 

all , the alternate violent changes from profufe perfpiration in 

walking to chilling cold at night, had increaled to fuch an alarming 

degree, that he was obliged to be carried the two lafl days journey : 

---In this flate, we appeared to each other as two fpecfres hanging 

over the brink of the grave : and in truth, perceiving the rapid 

progrefs he was making to his diffolution, I was affefted to a de­

gree, that, while it really exafperated my own worn-down ftate, 

deprived me of all attention to the rapid decline I was falling into, 

and almoft entirely engroffed my care. In my progrefs through 

life, I have had occafion to try feveral men, and have found 

among them many who were every thing that a good heart could 

wifh to find : but this young Gentleman had at once fo much fuavity 

and 



and fpirit—fuch gentlenefs and fortitude—his fufferings (thofe of 

his mind, as well as thofe of his body) were fo exquiiite, and he 

bore them with fuch meeknefs, tempered by fuch uninterrupted 

good humour, and concealed and managed with fo much delicacy, 

that I do not tranfgrefs the bounds of truth when I fay I never met 

one who fo entirely intereff ed my feelings, and attached my friend­

ship fo unalterably, upon principles of inflinctive impulfe, as well 

as reafon. Impelled by the irrefiflible claims he had upon my 

approbation and efleem, I entered with all the warmth of a bro­

ther into his fufferings, and can affert with truth that they confti-

tuted the fevereft trials I underwent during my whole imprifon­

ment. 

Whi le we flood in the court, waiting to be brought before the 

Jemadar, we prefented a fpeclacle that would have wrung pity, 

one would think, from the heart of a tiger, i f a tiger was endued 

with reflection. A t length we were fummoned to appear before 

him, and brought into his prefence. I had made up my mind for 

the occafion—determined to ;/lcport myfelf in a manly, candid 

manner—and to let no confideration whatfoever lead me to any thing 

difgraceful to my real character, or unworthy my fituation in life ; 

and, finally, had prepared myfelf to meet, without Shrinking, 

whatever misfortunes might yet be in flore for me, or whatever 

cruelties the barbarous difpofition or wicked policy of the Tyrant 

might think proper, to inflict. 

On,. 



O n entering, we found the Jemadar in full Durbar.* He was 

then occupied with the reading of difpatches, and in transacting 

other public bufinefs. W c were placed directly oppolite to him, 

where we Stood for near an hour, during which time he never calf 

his eyes towards us : but when at laft he had concluded the bufinefs 

in which he was engaged, and deigned to look at us, we were ordered 

to proflratc ourfelves before him : the Lafcars immediately obexed 

the order, and threw themfelves on the ground ; but I contented 

myfelf with making a falam, in which poor M r . H A L L , who knew 

not the Eaflern manner as I did, followed my example. 

As foon as this ceremony was over, the Jemadar (who was no 

other man than the famous H Y A T S A H I B that has made fome 

noife in the hiflory of that war) began to queftion me. He defired 

to know, who I was ?—what my profeffion was?—what was the 

caufe and manner of my approaching the country of H Y D E R 

A L L I ? — T o all thofe queflions 1 gave anfwers that feemed to Sa­

tisfy him. He then afked me, what news I had brought with me 

from Europe ?—inquired into the fftate of the army, and number of 

recruits difpatched in the fhips of that feafon—was minute and 

circumstantial in his queflions reflecting the nature and luccefs of 

the war in Europe—and examined mc clofcTy, touching the re-

fources of the Eaft India Company. I faw his drift, and was 

cautious and circumfpect in my anfwers, and at the fame time 

contrived 

* Court, 
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contrived to fpeak with an air of candour that in fome fort fatis-

fied himr, . . . . . 7< ; «I l'-arfv/ -,mJk>f)(i{: merit maymqB. U 

Having cxhaufted his whole firing of queflions, he turned the 

difcourfc to another fubject—no lefs than his. great and puiffant 

Lord and Matter, H YD E H , of whom he had endeavoured to im-

prefs me with a great,, i f not terrible idea—amplifying his power, 

his wealth, and the extent, and opulence of his dominions—and 

dclcribing to me, in the moft exaggerated terms, the number of 

his troops—his military talents—his vafl, and, according to hu, 

account, unrivalled genius—his amazing abilities in conquering 

and governing Nations—and, above all, his many amiable quali­

ties, and fplendid endowments of heart, no lefs than underftand-

tug. 

Having thus, with equal Zealand fidelity, endeavoured to im^ 

prefs me with veneration for his Lord and Matter, and for that puN 

pofe attributed to him every perfection that may be fuppofed to be-

divided among all the Kings and Generals that have lived fince the-

birth of C H R I S T , and given each their due, he turned to the Englifh 

Government, and endeavoured to demonflratc to me the folly an<t 

inutility of our attempting to refill his progrefs, which he con-

pared to that of the fea, to a tempeft, to a torrent, to a lion's pace 

and fury—to every thing that an Eaflern imagination could fuggeft 

as a figure proper to exemplify grandeur and irrefiflible power. 

He then vaunted of his Sovereign's fucceffes over the Englifh, fome 

of which I had not heard of before, and did not believe ; and con-

G eluded 



eluded by afTuring me, that it was H Y D E R ' S determination to drive 

all Europeans from Indoffan, which he averred he could not 

fail to do, considering the weaknefs of the one, and boundlefs 

power of the other. This part of H Y A T SAHIB'S difcourfe is 

well worth your remembering, as it w i l l ferve to make a very di­

verting contrail: with his fubfequent conduct. 

After having expended near half an hour in this manner, he 

called upon me to come over near him, and caufed me to feat my­

felf upon a mat with a pillow to lean upon—encouraged me, by 

every means he could, by the moft gentle accents, and the moft 

foothing, mollifying language, to fpeak to him without the leaft 

referve—exhorted me to tell him the truth in every thing wc 

fpoke of—and hinted to me, that my falling into his hands might 

turn out the mofr fortunate event of my life-. 

I was at a lofs to what motive to attribute all thofe lingular 

marks of indulgence ; but found that he had learned whofe fon I 

was, and knew my father by reputation from the priloners, our 

Sepoys, who were now prifbners at large here : and as rank and 

office are the chief recommendation in the Eaft, as well as elfe-

where, or rather much more than any where elfe, the fugacious 

H Y A T S A H I B found many claims to efteem and humanity in mc 

as the fon of a Colonel C A M P B E L L , which he never would have 

found in me had I been the ibu of a plain humble farmer or trades­

man in Rngland* 



•After, a full hour's audience, in which H Y A T S A H I B treated 

me with dillinguifhed marks of his favour, conlidering my fitua­

tion,' he difmilfed me with the ceremony of beetle-nut** rofe-wa-

ter, and other compliments, which are in that country held as tjfce 

, ftrougeft marks of politenefs, refpeét, and good-will. 

Leaving the Durbar, 1 was led to the inner fort or citadel : and 

the officious zeal of thofe about me, unwilling to let mc. remain 

ignorant of that which they conceived to be a moff fortunate turn 

in my affairs, gave the coup de grace to my miferies as I went 

along, by congratulating me on the favourable opinion which the 

Jemadar had formed of me, and intimating at the fame time that 

I would foon be hououred with a refpectable command in H Y D E R ' s 

fervice. 

I f I was miferable before, this intimation entirely deftroycd 

the laft remnant of peace or hope. 1 was determined to die a 

thoufand deaths fooner than ferve any State hoftile to Great 

Britain—but ftill more a Tyrant, whofe country, nature and prin­

ciples I detefted, and could never think of without the greateir. 

horror; and I judged, that i f fuch an offer fhould be made, and I 

refufed it, my life would fall a facrihee to their rage and disap­

pointment, or at leaft I fhould live a life of imprifonment, and 

never more behold country, family, friends, connections, or any 

thing that 1 valued in life. 

G 2 That 
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and confidered by them a great reilorative. 



That night the Jemadar fent me an excellent fupper, of not 

leSs than fix difhes, from his own table ; and although I had been 

fo long famifhing with the want of wholefome food, the idea of 

feeing enlifted in the Service of H Y D E R ftruck me with fuch hor­

ror, that I loft all appetite, and was Scarcely able to eat a mouth­

ful. M r . H A L L and I, however, were feparated from the Lafcars, 

who were releafed, and forced to work. 

Notwithstanding the favourable intentions manifefted towards 

me by the Jemadar, as I have already mentioned, no mark of it 

whatfoever appeared in our lodging. This confifted of a fmall 

place, exactly the fize of our length and breadth, in the zig-zag 

of one of the gates of the citadel : it was* open in front, but co­

vered with a kind of a Shed on the top ; and a number of other 

prisoners were about us : each of us was allowed a mat and pi l ­

low, and this formed the whole of our local accommodations. 

Upon my remarking it, we were told, that in conformity to the 

cuftom of the Circar,* we muft be treated fo foi fome rime, but 

that our accommodations would afterwards be extended-, arra made 

more agreeable to our wiShes : even this was better than our fitu­

ation fince we landed. 

In addition to this luxury, we were allowed to the value of 

four pence halfpenny a day for our maintenance ; and a gun id of 

Sepoys was put over us and a few more prifouers, one of v :.om 

was directed to go and purchafe our victuals, and do fuch like 

offices for us. 
This 

* Country or Province. 



This guard was changed every week—a ftrong mark of the 

fufpicious and wary tempers of thofe people, who could fear in­

trigues and cabals between wretched prifoners like us and their fol-

diers. 

In two or three days after this, H Y A T S A H I B fent for me, 

treated me with great kmdnefs, gave me fome tea, and furnifhed 

me with two or three fhirts, an old coat, and two pairs of breeches, 

which were -Stripped from the dead bodies that were thrown aftiore 

from the wreck—every thing that was laved from it being fent to 

Bidanore. A t this interview he treated me with great refpeét— 

pave me, befides the articles already mentioned, thirty rupees— 

and, upon my going away, told me that in a few days a very flat­

tering propofal would be made to me, and that my fituation would 

be rendered not only comfortable, but enviable. 

It is impoffible forme to exprefs to you, my dear F R E D E R I C K Î 

the horror I felt at the idea of this intended propofal—for I knew but 

too well what it meant. It was the lource of bitter mifery to my 

mind : neverthelels, I determined to refill evcrv effort that ftiould 

be made, whether blandifhmcnt, intrcaty, or menace—to lay 

down my life itfelf, though in obfcuiity, with honour—-and to 

carry along with me, go where I would, the confeiouihefs of hav­

ing done my duty. 

1 have in the courfe of my life met with many people, who, 

under the plaufible pretext of liberality and greatnefs of mind, 
have called themfelves Citizens of the Wor ld , and declared that 

the 
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the Country where they lived, be that what Country it might, was-

their's, and demanded their allegiance and protection : but I have 

always fhrewdly fufpected, that fuch men act from a confcioufncls 

of being outcafls of their own Country—and, fcorned and re­

jected by their fellow-citizens, would retaliate by affedting to deny 

their natural attachment. There are men who neither love fa­

ther, mother, filler, brother, or connection : luch, however, 

are, thank G O D ! very thinly fown in this world ; but, except it 

be a few fuch unnatural people, I am convinced that there is no 

one whole heart does not confers the patriotic paflion, and burn 

with a flame, more or lefs ardent, of love for his Country. M y 

predilections that way are naturally ftrong, and I am now happy 

to reflect that I evinced them by the moft unequivocal proofs : had 

I not, I were indeed, in my own opinion, fit for any punifhment, 

however ignominious ; and to all fuch as lift their arms again it 

their Country, as to Parricides, I wi l l fay, in the words of the 

Poet, 

** Never pray more—abandon all remorfe : 

O n horror's head, horrors accumulate ; 

" Do deeds to make Heaven weep—all earth amaz'd , 

" For nothing can'ft thou to' damnation add, 

, 4 1 Greater than that.** 
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L E T T E R L . 

O N the evening of that day on which the Jemadar 

H Y A T S A H I B had honoured me with an audience, given me clothes 

and money, and informed me that a propofal, which he called 

flattering, would be made to me, I was fent for to attend, not at 

the Durbar, but at the houfe of a man high in office. As I ex­

pected to meet H Y A T SAHIB himfelf, and trembled at the thoughts 

of his expcéled proportion, I was furprifed, and indeed pleafed, to 

find that it was with one of his people only 1 was to have a con­

ference. This man, whofe name I now forget, received me with 

great kindnefs, encouraged me, made me fit down with him, and 

began to fpeak of H Y A T S A H I B , whom he extolled to the Ikies, 

as a perfon endowed with every great and amiable quality; in­

forming me at the lame time, that he was poffeffed of the friend-

fliip and confidence of his Mailer , H Y D E R A L L I , in a greater de­

gree than any other perfon—TIPPOO S A H I B , his own fon, not 

excepted : he then gave me the private hiflorv of H Y A T — - l a y i n g , 

that he was born a Gentoo Prince, of one of the provinces of 

the Malabar coaft, which had fallen beneath the irrefiflible arms of 

H Y D E R , and had been by him annexed to the vafl Mvforean E m ­

pire*. 
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pire. H Y A T , lie faid, was then on [y a boy of eleven or twelve 

years of age, of a molt promifing genius, and a quicknefs of mind 

unufually met with in one of thofe tender years. - H Y D E R , who 

was in all refpects a man of unrivalled penetration, thought he 

faw in the boy that which, i f properly cultivated, would turn out 

of vafl ufe to a State ; and as, in all Mahomedan Governments, 

unconnected, iiblated boys, oft-times flaws, are bred up in the 

Seraglio tofucceed to the great offices of the State, H Y D E R adopted 

the boy, had him made a Mahomedan, and, in tact, treated him 

as if he had been the iffue of his own loins, and brought him up 

with all the affection and tendernefs of a fond parent. 1 am the 

more particular in Hating this part of H Y A T ' S hiltory to you, a;, 

1Îmie rcfpectable Hiitorians, deceived by erroneous report, have 

faid that he was the illegitimate offspring of H Y D E R . The Sul­

tan, however, was not difappointed in the expectations he had 

formed ; for H Y A T S A H I B had, in zeal, fidelity and attachment, 

ns well as in intellectual faculties and talents for governing, even 

furpaffed the warmcfl hopes of his Mafter. 

Having given me this concife account of the Jemadar, he pro­

ceeded to inform me, that the Arcot Sepoys, whom I have before 

mentioned to you, had difcovered to H Y A T S A H I B who I was, 

given him a full account of my family, and informed him that I 

had commanded a regiment of cavalry in the fervice of the Nabob 

of Arcot, together with a corps of infantry and artillery attached 

to i t . In confequence of this report, H Y A T S A H I B , he faid, had 

intercfted 
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intercfted himfelf very warmly in my favour, and expreffed an 

anxious defire to render me a fervice.. 

Thus far the difcourfe pleaied me. Nothing was faid in it to 

give me alarm ; on the contrary, I indulged a hope, that, know­

ing my rank, and the rank of my father, he would- no longer en* 

tertain a:hope, of my entering into the fervice of H Y D E R , and, 

for the time I' was to be impritoned, treat me with fuitable i n ­

dulgence.. But 1 flattered.myfelf too foon ; or, as the. old faying 

is, " reckoned- without my holt." 

When he hadfinifhed.his hiflory of H Y A T S A H I B , which he 

overcharged with fulfbme panegyric, he told me, with a face full-

of that triumphant importance which one who thinks he is con­

ferring a great favour generally affumes, that it was the intention 

of H Y A T S A H I B , for and on behalf of his mafler the Sultan, to 

give me the command of five thoufand men—an offer which he 

iuppofed 1 could not think of declining, and therefore expected no 

other anfwer but a profufion of thanks, and ftrong manifeflations 

of joy on my part. 

It is not poffible for me- to defcribe to you my difmay at this 

formal propofal, or pourtray to you the various emotions that took, 

poffeftion of my hreaft. Rcfentment had its fhare—the pride of 

the Soldier, not unaccompanied with the pride of Family and Rank, 

while it urged me to fpurn from me fuch a bafe accommodation,, 

made me confider the offer as a great infult. I therefore paufed'a 

little, to fupprefs my feelings ;. and then told him my firm refolu-

II tion, 
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tion, never to accept of fuch a propofal ; and upon his cxprci'iin'^ 

groat aflonifhment at my declining a ftation fo fraught with ad­

vantage, I laid down, in the beft manner I could, my reafons ; 

and I muft fay, that he liftened to all the objections I ftarted with 

great patience ; but, in the conclu fion, faid he had little doubt of 

finding means to overcome my reluctance. 

He difmilfed me for the prefent, and I returned to my prifon, 

where I related to my companion, M r . H A L L , every thing that 

paffed between us : we canvaffed the matter fully, and he agreed 

with me, that it was likely to turn out a moft dreadful and cruel 

perfecution. It was on this occafion that I firft felt the truth of 

the principle, that perfecution never fails to be fubverlive of its own 

end, and to promote that which it is intended to deftroy. There 

is, in the human mind, an innate abhorrence of compulfion ; and 

perfecution always gives new ftrength and elafticity to the foul ; 

and at laft, when ftrained to its utmoft extent, makes Man fur-

mount difficulties which at firft fcem to be beyond the reach of 

humanity. 

Piqued by the idea of perfecution, I began to feel a degree of 

enthufiafm which I was before a ftranger to : I looked forward, 

with a kind of gloomy pleafure, to the miferies that brutal tyranny 

might inflict upon me, even to death itfelf ; and already began to 

indulge the exultation of martyrdom. " N o , " faid I, " my dear 

H A L L ! never w i l l I tarnifh the character of a Britifh Soldier— 

never w i l l I difgrace my blood or my profeflion—never fhall an 

act 
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act of mine fully the pure fame of my revered Father-—never fhall 

any fufferings of mine, however poignant, or worldly advantage, 

however feduétive, tempt me to do that which his noble fpirit 

would regard with horror or contempt. I may, and I forefee I mufl 

be miferable; but 1 never w i l l be bafe or degenerate !" Indeed, I 

had wrought myfelf up to fuch a pitch of hrmnefs, that I am per-

fuaded the mofl exquisite and refined cruelties which the ingenuity 

of an Iroquois Indian could have inflicted' on my body, would have 

been utterly incapable of bending the flubborn temper of my 

mind. 

The place in which we were lodged was fituated in a way not 

very favourable to our feelings. Juft within fight of it, the Com­

mandant of the citadel held a Court—by him yclep'd a Court of 

Juftice—where the mofl shocking, barbarous cruelties were hourly 

excrcik'd—moft of them for the purpofe of extorting money, and 

compelling the difcovery of hidden, or fbppofitious hidden trea-

fures. Indeed, five fixths of thofe who fullered were of this de­

fcription ; and the procefs purfued was as artful M barbarous : they 

firft began with careffes, then proceeded to examination and crofs-

examination, thence to threats, thence to punifhment, and, 

dually, to the moft cruel tortures.. 

Dircétly oppoiite to us, was imprifoned an unfortunate per­

fon, who had for years been a clofe captive, and the fport and 

fubject of thofè enormities. He was a man once of the highlit 

rank in the Country where now he was a prifoner : for a ferie's of 

H 2 ' years 
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years he had been Governor audible Manager of the whole pro­

vince of Bidanore. This was during the reign of the lafl Rami, or 

Queen, whole family had been Sovereigns of the Country for time 

immemorial, till H YD Eft made a conqueft of, and annexed it to 

his other ufurpationS. Unfortunately for him, he was fuppofed 

to have amaffed and fecreted enormous treafures, in confequence 

of which he had already undergone the fiery ordeal of torture feve­

ral times. He was fuppofed to have produced, from firft to laft, 

about fifteen lacks of pagodas ; and then, in the courfe of eighteen 

months, was degraded gradually, from the high rcfpect in which 

he was at firft held, down to a moft abject ftate—threatened, 

flogged, punifhed in a variety of ways, and, finally, put to the 

moft cruel tortures. I myfelf faw him treated with the higheft 

degree of refpect, and afterwards brought to the loweft ltage of 

mifery and humiliation. One thing, however, I muft not forget, 

is the fortitude with which he and all of them bore their punifh­

ment *. it was truly heroic—-indeed, beyond all belief. Nothing 

could furpafs it, except the ik i l l and inventive ingenuity which the 

barbarians exhibited in ftriking out new modes of torture. M y 

foul fickened with horror at the fight: the amiable H A L L could 

worfe fupport it than his own miferies, and loft all that fortitude, 

in his feeling for others* misfortunes, which he difplayed in fo 

unbounded a fhare in his own : and often, very often, we found 

the rigour and feverity of our own fituation utterly forgotten in 

our anguifh and fympathy for the fufferings of others. Never fhall 

I 



I forget it : never (hall I think without horror of the accurfed policy 

and wicked tyranny of the Eaflern Governments, where every 

fenfe of humanity is extinguished, and Man , more mercilefs than 

the tiger, riots in the blood of his fellow-creatures without cairfe. 

M r . H A L L , notwithft anding the various fufferings both of mind 

and body which he had undergone, began to recruit, and get a 

little better ; and this circumftance, of itfelf, diffufed à flow of 

fpirits over me that contributed to my fupport. W e confoled each 

other by every means we could devife—fometimes indulging in all 

the luxury of woe—fometimes rallying each other, and, with ill-

diffembled fprightlinefs, calling on the Goddefs E U P H R O S Y N E . tô 

come with her " quirps and cranks, and wreathed /miles but, 

alas ! the mountain nymph, fweet L I B E R T Y , was far away, and 

the Goddefs fhunned our abode. W e however bcean to conceive 

that we might form a fyftem for our relief, and, by. à methodical 

arrangement, entrench ourfelves from the alfaults of grief : to this 

end, we formed feveral refolutions, and entered into certain en­

gagements—fuch as, never to repine at our rate, if zvc could—to 

draw confolation from the more dreadful lot of others, if we could ; 

—and to encourage hope—hope that comes to all ; and, on the 

whole, to confine our converfation as much as poffible to fubjects 

of an agreeable nature : but thefe, like many other rules which 

we lay down for the conduct of life, were often broken by necef­

iity, and left us to regret the fallibility of all human precautionary 

fvftem s. 
T h e 



" The youth and ftrength of M r . H A L L was to the full as ade­

quate as mine, to the fupport of any perfonal hardfhip : his intel­

lectual powers were excellent, his temper incomparable, and his 

fortitude unparalleled ; yet could I fee, that fomething more than 

appeared upon the furface. wrought within him, and gnawed his 

heart with hidden pain. United as we were by fentiment, as 

well as by parity of fuffering, I felt for him too deeply, not to 

have an interefling curiolity to know what it was that preyed upon 

His mind: we had now been, months together, fellow-furferers; 

and I thought myfèlf not without fome claim to his confidence— 

1 told him fo, and defired him to impart to me his flory ; which 

he, with his àccuflorrred fuavity and condefcenfion, agreed to— 

affuriug me that it was not fuch a ftory as could requite the trouble 

of hearing it, or interefl any one but himfelf, or fome very warm 

friend indeed : fuch, however, he added, he took, me to be ; and, 

as fuch, would tell it to me. I think it, however, worth relating, 

and wi l l give it to you in his own words ; and, though it be ye/y 

Ihort, mufl defer the relation to another Letter, 

5iU"» i^rt 
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L E T T E R L I . 

.ftgM.ff&enn(\\. ï ay Oil *x*l UJallijI* - v\ '• *'AH oil b/"J' .v vYou to ^li'ijiiiit 

M R . H A L L having, as I told you in my laft, obligingly-

agreed to favour me with a relation of his flory, I now give it to 

you as nearly in his own words as I can remember them. He pro­

ceeded thus : 

" Although you are now, my dear friend ! a witnefs to my 

being the mofl perfectly wretched of all created beings, yet the 

time is not long pafl when fortune fmiled upon and gave me pro-

mife of as much happinefs as Man in this wretched vale of tears is 

allowed by his circumfcribed nature to hope for. I have feen the 

time, when each revolving fun rofe to ufher me to a day of joy, 

and fet to confign me to a night of undiflurbed repofe—when the 

bounties of Nature, and the productions of Art , were poured with 

the profufion of fond paternal affection into my lap—when troops 

of friends hailed my riling profpects—when health and peace made 

this perfon their uninterrupted abode—and when the molt benig­

nant love that ever bleffed a mortal filled up the meafure of my 

bills. Yes, C A M P B E L L ! it was once my happinefs, though now,' 

alas ! the iburce of poignant milèry, to be bleffed with the befl 

parents 
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parents that ever watched over the welfare of a child-—with 

friends, too, who loved me, and whom my heart cherilhed—and 

— O G O D ! do I think of her, and yet retain my fenfes—with 

the affections of a young lady, than whom Providence, in the 

fullnels of its power and bounty to Mankind, never formed one 

more lovely, one more angelic in perfon, more heavenly in difpo­

fition, more rich in intellectual endowments. A las ! my friend, 

wi l l you, can you pardon thole warm ebullitions of a fond paffion I 

wil l you for a moment enter into my feelings, and make allow­

ance for thofe tranfports ? But how can you ? Your friendfhip and 

pity may indeed induce you to excufe this interruption; but, to 

fympathife truly, and féel as I feel, you mud have known? the 

charming girl herfelf. 

" M y father, though he did not move in the very firft walk of 

life, held the rank of a Gentleman by birth and education, and was 

refpectable, not only as a m a n of confiderable property., but. as a 

perfon who knew how to turn the gifts of fortune to their beft 

account : he was generous without prodigality, and charitable, 

without ostentation : he was allowed by all who knew him to be the. 

moft tender of hufbands—the moft zealous and fincere.- of friends ; 

and I can bear witnefs to his being the beft of parents. As long as, 

1 can remember to have been able to make a remark, the tenderr 

nefs of both my father and mother knew no bounds : I feemed*to 

'occupy all their thoughts, all their attention; and-in a few years, 

as I thank G O D I never made an unfuitable return for their afTbc-

• . , tion,.. 



l ion, it increafed to fuch a degree, that their exiftence feemed to 

hang upon mine. 

" T o make as much of a child fo beloved as his natural talents 

would allow, no expence was fpared in my education : from 

childhood, every inff ruction that money could purchafe, and every 

allurement to learn that fondnefs could fuggeft, were beftowed 

upon me ; while my beloved father, tracing the advances I made 

with the magnifying eye of affection, would hang over me in 

rapture, and enjoy by anticipation the fame and honours that, 

overweening fondnefs fuggefted to him, muff one day furronnd 

me. Thefe prejudices, my dear friend ! arifing from the excefs of 

natural affection, are excufeable, i f not amiable, and defcrve a better 

fate than difappointment. Alas ! my honoured father, you little 

knew—and, oh! may you never know, what fort of fame, what 
fort of honours, await your child ! May the anguifh be endures, 

and his moft calamitous fate, never reach your ears !—for, too 

well I know, 'twould give a deadly wrench to your heart, and 

precipitate you untimely to your grave. . 

" Thus years rolled on ; during which, time feemed to have 

added new wings to his flight, fo quickly did they pafs. U n ­

marked by any of thofe fmifter events that parcel out the time in 

weary ftages to the unfortunate, it flid on unperceived ; and an 

enlargement in my fize, and an increafc of knowledge, were all 

I had to inform me that eighteen years had paffed away. 

I It 



" It was at this time that I fird found the fmooth current of my 

tranquillity interrupted, and the tide of my feelings fwelled and 

agitated, by the acceflion of new dreams of feniktion—In iftort, 

1 became a flave to the delicious pains of Love ; and, after having 

borne them in concealment for a long time, at length collected 

courage to declare it. Frankncfs and candour were among the 

virtues of nay beloved : fhe lidened to protedations of affection, 

and, rifmg above the little arts of her fex, avowed a reciprocal 

attachment. The meafure of my blifs feemed now to be full : 

the purity of my paflion was fuch, that the thoughts of the groffer 

animai délires never once occurred ; and happy in loving, and in 

being beloved, we paffed our time in all the innocent blandifhments 

which truly virtuous Love infpires, without our imagination 

roaming even for an indant into the wilds of fenfuality. 

" As I was to inherit a genteel, independent fortune, my father 

propofed to breed me up to a learned profefîion—the L a w ; rather 

to invigorate and exereife my intelle&s, and as a dep to rank in the 

State, than for mere lucrative purpofes. I was put to one of the 

Univerfities, with an allowance fuited to his intentions towards 

me ; and was immediately to have been fent to travel for my 

further improvement, when an unforefeen accident happened, 

which completely crufhed all my father's views, dafhed the cup 

of happinefs from my lips, and brought me ultimately to that 

deplorable date in which you have now the misfortune to be joinetj 

along with me, 
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" It was but a few months antecedent to my embarking for 

the Eaflern Wor ld , that my father, whom I had for fome time 

with forrow obferved thoughtful, fludious and melancholy, took 

me into his ftudy, and, feizing my hand, and looking earnefily into 

my face, while his countenance betrayed the violent agitation of 

his mind, afked me emphatically, i f I thought I had fortitude to bear 

the greateft poffible calamity ? I was horror-flruck at his emotion, 

accompanied by fiich a queflion—but replied, I hoped I had. He 

then afked me, i f I had affection enough for him to forgive him if 

he was the caufe of it ? I anfwered, that the idea connected with 

the word forgivenefs, was that which I could never be brought by 

any earthly circumflance to apply to my father ; but begged him at 

once to difclofe the worfl to me—as, be it what it might, my 

mifery could not furpafs what 1 then felt from the myfterious man­

ner in which he then fpoke. 

" H e then told me that he was an undone man—that he had, 

with the very befl intentions, and with the view of aggrandizing 

me, engaged in great and important fpeculations, which, had 

they fucceeded, would have given us a princely fortune—but, 

having turned out, unfortunately, the revcrfe, had left him little 

above beggary. He added, that he had not the refolution to com-

municate his loffes to me,, until necefiity compelled him to tell nvc 

all the truth. 

" Although this was a fevere (hock to me, I endeavoured td 

conceal my feelings from my father, on whofe account, more,than 

I 2 OUÎ 
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on my own, I was affected, and pretended to make as light of it 

as fo very important a misfortune would juftify ; and I had the hap­

pinefs to perceive that the worthy man took fome comfort from mv 

fuppofed indifference. 1 conjured him not to let fo very trivial a 

thing as the lofs of property, which could be repaired, break in 

on his peace of mind or health, which could not ; and obferved 

to him, that we had all of us ftill enough—-for that my private 

property (which I poffeffed independent of him, and which a re­

lation left me) would amply fupply all our neceflities.. 

" Having thus endeavoured to accommodate my unhappy fa­

ther's feelings to his loffes, I had yet to- accommodate my own ; and 

began to revolve in my mind what was likely to enibc from, and 

what ftep was moft proper to be taken in, this, dreadful change of 

circumftances. That which lay neareft to my heart firft occurred ; 

—you wi l l readily guefs that I mean my Love : to involve her f; 

loved more, far more, than my life, in the misfortunes of my fa­

mily, was too horrible a confideration to be outweighed even by 

the dread of lofing her. I knew not what to do, and 1 thought upon 

it t i l l I became almoft enfrenzied—In this ftate I went to her, and 

unfolded the whole ftate of our concerns, together with my refolu-

tion not to involve her in our ruin ;— when—can you believe it ?•—. 

the lovely girl infilled on making my fate indiffolubly her's—not, as 

fhe laid, that fhe had the fmallcft apprehenfion lapfe of timcorchange 

of circumftancc could make an alteration in our affection, but that 

fhe wifhed to give my mind that repofe which I might derive from 
fecurity,. 



( oo ) 

Security. This I would by no means accede to ; and, for the pre-

fent, we contented ourfelves with mutual vows of eternal fidelity. 

" As foon as I thought my father's mind fit for fuch a converf-

ation, I opened to him a plan I had formed of coming to India, 

to advance my fortune. His underftanding approved of it, but 

his heart diffented; and he faid, that to part with me would give the 

finifhing ftroke to his misfortunes : but, as my intereff was toler­

ably good,. I reprefented to him the great likelihood I had of fuc-

cefs ; and at laft, with fome difficulty, he confented. 

" M y next ftep was to acquaint Mifs with my refolu-

tion. I purpofely pafs over a meeting which no power of language 

can defcribe !—then how can I ?—Oh ! C A M P B E L L , the remem­

brance of it gnaws me like a vulture here," (and he put his hand 

upon his heart, while the tears roiled down his cheeks), " and: 

wi l l foon, foon bring me to my end. 

" Not to detain you with vain efforts to defcribe all our feel-

ings, 1 wi l l confine myfelf to telling you, that after having made 
wjZJ*JL jiiil fli- - - i-J , t\i.Tll ~i . * I'JUL 1 1 ^ ,) ( t j t . JJJjf̂  fillip «.Ci 

every neceffary preparation, and divided with my much honoured 
parents the little property I poffeffed, I fet fail for India* in a ftate 

1 1 - 1 1 1 . ' of m ind compared with which the horrors of annihilation would 

have been enviable ; the chaos in my thoughts made me infènfiblc 

to every object but one ; and I brooded with a fort of ftupid, 

gloomy indulgence, over the portrait of Mifs -, which hung 

round my neck, and was my inseparable companion, t i l l the people 

who feized me as I came, afhorc plundered mc of it, and thereby 
YTjfîfJOvj' 3101 i it * ili'-it I... ,i '. ; „ .j ,'jU-Ci flJSftl Vtlil rU\ 'l':y\lVY3 Dtr-' ' 
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deprived mc of the laft refuge for comfort T had left. O h ! mon* 

iters ! barbarians ! had you glutted your favagc fury by diftevcring 

my limbs, one after another, from my body, it would have been 

mercy, compared with depriving me of that little image of her J 

love ! But it is all over, and I fhall foon link into the grave, and 

never more be bleffed with the view of thofe heavenly features, t i l l 

we meet in that region where all tears are wiped away, and where, 

I truit, we fhall be joined together for endlefs ages, in eternal, 

never-fading blifs !" 

L E T T E R L I I . 

O N the day fucceeding that on which the agent of H Y A T 

S A H I B had held the difcourfe with me, mentioned in my laft Le t ­

ter but one, I was again fent for, and brought to the fame perfon, 

who afked me, whether I had duly confidered of the important 

offer made me by H Y A T S A H I B , and of the confequences likely to 

refult from a refufal r and he apprifed me at the fame time, that 

the command of five thoufand men was an honour which the firft 

Rajahs in the Myforean dominions would grafp at with tranfport. 

I told him I was well convinced of the honour fuch a command 

would confer on any man but an Englifhman, whofe Country 

being 



being the object of H Y D E R ' S inceffant hoftility, would make the 

acceptance of it infamy—that although I knew there were but too 

many Englifhmen apoftatcs to their Country, I hoped there were 

but few to be found in India will ing to accept of any emoluments, 

however great, or any temptations, however fpecious, to fly from 

the Standard of their Country, and rally round that of its bittereft 

enemy—that, for my own part, being of a name ever foremoft 

in the ranks of loyalty and patriotifm, and of a family that had 

hitherto detracted nothing from the honours of that name, fuch 

an act of apoltacy would be peculiarly infamous in me, and I 

could view it in no better light than traitorous and parricidal— 

that, independent of all thofe claims, which were of themfelves 

fufficient to deter me, I felt within myfelf a principle, perhaps 

innate, perhaps infpired by military habit, that forbade my acced­

ing—and, finally, appealed to the good ienfe of H Y A T . S A H I B , 

whether, a man who in fuch circumftances had betrayed his Coun­

try, and facriiîced her intcrcfts to his own conlcience, was fuch a 

perfon as confidence could properly be put in.. 

Notwithstanding thefe, and a thoufand other remonftrances,, 

which I cannot immediately recoiled, but which the hazards of 

my fituation fuggefted, he ftill continued to prefs me, and ufed. 

every argument, every perfuafion, that ingenuity could dictate, 

or hints of punifhment enforce, to make my purpofe—but in 

va in : attachment to Country and Family rofe paramount to alt 

other confidcrations ; and I gave a peremptory, deprive refuial. 

Circum-



Circu m (lanced as I was, it was impoffible for me to keep an 

accurate journal of the various incidents that paffed, or vicifîitude ï 

of thought that occurred, during the period of my imprifonment. 

Indeed, I was fcarcely confeious of the length of my captivity, and 

could not, till I was releafed, determine exactly how long it had 

continued. You muft therefore content yourfelf to be told in ge­

neral terms, that I was repeatedly urged on the fubject .by fair 

perfuafives : they then had recourfe to menace ; then they with­

held the daily pittance allowed for my fupport ; and at length 

proceeded to coercion, tying a rope round my neck, and hoiiting 

me up to a tree. A l l this, however, I bore firmly : i f it had any 

effect, it was to confirm me in my refblution, and call in policy 

to the aid of honour's dictates. Everyman of feeling or reafon 

muft allow, that it was better to die, than live a life of fubject ion 

to tyranny fb truly diabolical. 

M r . H A L L and I , thus drove to the brink of extinction, yet 

confoled ourfelves with the reflection, that thofe whom mofl we 

loved were not fharing our unhappy fate, and were fortunately 

ignorant of our fufferings ; and as I enjoyed perfect good health, 

hope yet lived within me. 

There is a fpring, an elaflicity, in every man's mind, of whjch 

the owner is rarely, very rarely confeious, becaufe fortunately 

the occafions feldom occur in which it can be brought to the proof; 

for, as laffitude is the ncceffary forerunner of refrefhment, fo is 

extreme dejection to the moft vigorous exereife of our fortitude. 

So ' 



So I found it : as the horrors of my fituation thickened round me, 

1 felt mv fpirits increafe ; my refblution became more firm, my 

hopes more fanguine—I even began to look forward, and form 

projects for the future : whole hours amufement, every day and 

every night, arofe from the contemplation of my beloved boy ; I 

in imagination traced his growth, directed his rifing fentiments, 
V 

formed plans for his future fuccefs and profperity, and indulged by 

anticipation in all the enjoyment which I now truft I fhall Jet 

have in his ripened manhood. 

Thus we continued for many months, during which no altera­

tion whatfoevcr took place in our treatment or fituation. W e heard1 

a thoufand contradictory reports of victor ics gained over the Englifh, 

and again of fome fucceffes on their part : they, however, defilted to 

prefs me into their fervice. The only relief from our fufferings lay 

in the rcfovtrces of our own minds, and in our mutual endeavours 

to pleafe and confole one another: the circumftances of aggrava­

tion were the neceffity of daily bearing witnefs to the moft barba­

rous punifhments inflicted upon wretched individuals under the 

fembkmce of juftice, and the occafional deprivation of our food, 

either by the fraud of the Sepoys who attended us, or the caprice or 

cruelty of their fuperiors. Tt is but juftice, however, to fay, that 

they were not all alike : fome overflowed with mercy, charity, 

and the milk of human kindnefs; while others, again, were almoft' 

as bad men as the Sovereigns they ferved. W e were not allowed 

the ufe of pen, ink, or paper ; and very feidbm could afford our-
K (elves 



felves the luxury of fhaving, or clean linen : nor were we at all 

fheltered from the inclemency of the weather, t i l l at length a lit­

tle room was built for us of mud, which being fmall and damp, 

rendered our fituation worfe than it was before. 

The prifoner whom I have already mentioned, as having, in 

the time of the former Sovereign, held the firft office in Bidanore, 

ftill continued oppofite to me ; and he and I at length began to un­

derftand each other, and found means, by looks, figns and gef-

tures, to exchange thoughts, and hold an intercourfe of fentiments 

together. From the circumftance of his being a native, and bet­

ter (killed in the language than me, he had much better intelligence 

than I could poftibly have, and he was always eager to convey to 

me any circumftance or news that he thought might be agreeable : 

fome meffages alfo palfed between us, by means of the Sepoys 

who had alternately been his guard and mine—for our guards 

were changed every week. 

Projects and hopes of a new kind now began, to intrude them­

felves on my thoughts; and I conceived a defign, which I flattered: 

myfelf was not entirely impracticable, to effect an efcape, and 

even a revolt in the place. A variety of circumftances concurred, 

to perfuade me, that the tyranny of H Y D E R , and his fervant, 

H Y A T S A H I B , was abhorred, though none dared to give vent to 

their fentiments. I thought I could obferve, that the native pri­

foner oppofite to me was privately beloved, and might, from the 

recollection of his former dignities, have confiderable influence in . 

the 



the place. Several Arcot Sepoys and their Officers (fome of them 

belonging to my own regiment) were alfo prifbners at large ; and 

withal I recollected, that difficulties apparently more ftupend-

ous had been overcome by Englifhmen—having often heard it af-

ferted, that there was not a prifon in the known world out of 

which a Britifh fubject had not made his efcape. 

Fraught with thofe conceptions, I attempted to found the Of­

ficers of the Arcot Sepoys, whether it were not poffible for 

us to effect our efcape ? So ardent is the flame of Liberty in all 

men's breafts, fo great is the deteftation of human nature to 

Slavery, that I perceived a manifeft willingnefs in the people 

about us to join me in an attempt to procure our liberty, or bring 

about a revolt in the garrifon. M y heart beat high with the hope ; 

and I began to flatter myfelf, that the day was not far removed 

when we fhould not only bid defiance to our tyrants, but even 

make them repent the day on which we were caft afhore on their 

coaft. 

Having thus diftantly founded all who I thought were likely to 

concur, upon the practicability of the attempt, and found them, as 

I conceived, difpofed to take fhare in it, it yet remained to confider 

of the quomodo—and, after having formed the general outlines of 

a plan, to lick it into fhape. The firft of thefe was a critical con-

iideration : the fécond required addrefs and management, and 

was likely to be impeded by the vigilance of the people about, 

%vho would not fail to remark, and take the alarm, from any un-

K. 2 ufual 



ufual întercourfe or difcourfe between us ; and without a mutual 

communication of thoughts, and full deliberation by all parties 

concerned, as well as knowledge of the fort and its different gate,, 

nothing could, with any profpect of fuccefs, be determined-

nothing, without the mofl imminent hazard, be attempted. I 

therefore held various councils with my own mind, and with 

M r . H A L L , on the fubjeét—moft of which were abortive, with­

out at all difcouraging us. 

A t laft I began to think of founding the Bidanore prifbner, 

ci-devant Governor of the place ; and determined, i f poffîbie, 

to bring him into our confultations, as I had before hoped to make 

him a party in the execution of the project: : but while 1 was 

fettling all this much to my own fatisfaction, an event occurred 

which extinguifhed all my hopes in that way—of which you fhall 

have an account in my next Letter. 
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L E T T E R L U I . 

W H E T H E R the pi a rv which I mentioned in my laft was 

difcovered or not, or from what other motive it arofe, I have not to 

this day been able to decide ; but fo it was, that while my fanguine 

mind was overflowing with the hope of carrying my project for 

an efcape into effect, M r . H A L L and I were one day unexpeetedly 

loaded wifh irons, and fattened together, leg by leg, by one bolt. 

This , as nearly as I can compute, was four or five months before 

my releafe. O f all the circumftances of my life, it has made the 

flrongeft impreflion upon my mind : it unexpectedly and fuddenly 

broke down the moft pleafing fabric my imagination had ever 

built. The furprife occafioned by the appearance of the irons, and 

the precautionary manner in which it was undertaken, was indeed 

great : fl i l l more was I furprifed to obferve, that the perfon 

who was employed to fee this put in execution, manifefted un-

irfual emotions, feemed much affected, and even fhed tears as he 

looked on : and while the fuddennefs and cautionary mode of 

doing it convinced me that fome refill an ce on our part was appre­

hended, the forrow which the Officer who fupcrintended it difclofed r 

portended in my mind a fatal, or at leaft a very ferious iffue. 



Unfortunately, poor M r . H A L L had for fome time been 

afflictcd with a return of his dreadful diforder, the dyfentery ; 

and our being fhacklcd together increafed an unconquerable mortifi­

cation of feelings which he had before undergone, from a delicacy of 

nature that would have done honour to the moft model! virgin, be 

her fenfibility ever fo exquifite, or her delicacy ever fo extreme— 

And here, my dear F R E D E R I C K ! I cannot let flip this opportunity 

of remarking to you, that the man, as well as the woman, who 

would render himfelf truly amiable in the eyes of his felloW-crea-

turcs, fhould cultivate delicacy and modefty, as the moft captivat­

ing of all the moral virtues : from them, heroifm derives additional 

luftre—wit, ten-fold force—religion and morality, the charms of 

perfuafion—and every perfonal act ion of the man, irrefiftible dig­

nity and winning grace. From this unlucky event, I received a 

temporary depreflion ; and the rapidly inereafing illnefs of poor 

H A L L rendered my fituation more than ever calamitous; 

when, again, my fpirits, eagerly prone to grafp at every thing 

that gave a momentary hope of fupport, were a little recruited by 

confufed rumours of the Englifh army having made a defcent on 

the Malabar coaft : and fo powerful is the influence of mind on 

the animal fyftem, that M r . H A L L enjoyed from the report a 

momentary alleviation of his malady ; but, having no medical 

afliftance, nor even fufheient fuftenance to further the favourable 

operations of Nature, he relapfed again*; the difeafe fell upon him 

with redoubled fury : a very fcanty portion of boiled rice, with a 

more 
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more fcanty morfei of {linking fait fîfh or putrid flefh, was a very 

inadequate fupport for me, who, though emaciated, was in health 

—and very improper medicine for a perfon labouring under a ma­

lady fuch as M r . H A L L ' S , which required comfort, good medical 

(kill , and dedicate nutritious food. The tea which H Y A T SAHIB 

had given me was expended ; and we were not allowed to be 

fhaved from the hour we were put in irons, an indulgence of that 

kind being forbidden by the barbarous rules of the prifon : and, to 

refine upon our tortures, fleep, " the balm of hurt minds," was 

not allowed us uninterrupted ; for, in conformity to another regu­

lation, wc were difturbed every half hour by a noife fomething 

refembling a watchman's rattle, and a fellow who,, firming every 

part of our irons with a kind of hammer, and examining them 

left they fhould be cut, broke in upon, that kind reftorative, and. 

awoke our fouls to frefh horrors. 

As it mufl be much more naturally matter of aflonifhment that, 

any bodily ftrength could fupport itfelf under fuch complicated cala­

mities^ than that infirmity fhould fink beneath them,, you wi l l be ra­

ther grieved than furprifed to hear that poor M r . H A L L was now ap­

proaching to his end with hourly accelerated fteps. Every application 

that I made in his favour was refufed,. or rather treated with cruel 

neglect and contemptuous filence -r and I forefaw, with inexpreffi-

ble anguifh and indignation, that the barbarians would not abate 

him in his laft minutes one jot of mifery, and that my moft ami­

able friend was fated to expire under every attendant horror that 

mere 



mere fublunary circunailance^ could create. But that pit.v vi 

the mighty, tlie powerful ami enlightened denied, natural bene­

volence operating upon an uninformed mind* and icantv means-, 

afforded us. H Y A T S A H I B , the powerful, the wealthy, the Co­

ventor of a great and opulent province, refuted to an expiring fel­

low-creature a little cheap relief—while a poor Sepoy taxed his 

little means to fupply it : one who guarded us, of his own accord, 

at hazard of imminent punifhment, purchafed us a lamp and a 

little oil , which we burned for the laft few nights. 

Philof jphers and Divines have declaimed upon the advantages 

of a well-fpent life, as felt in articuh morlh ; and their efforts 

have had, I hope, feme effect upon the lives of many. T o wit-

nets one example fuch as M r , H A L L held forth, would be worth 

volumes of precepts on this fubject. The unfeigned reiig-nation 

with which he met his dlffolution, and the majeftic fortitude with 

which he looked in the face the various cireumflanccs of horror 

that furrounded' him, rendered him- the mofl dignified object 1 ever 

beheld or conceived', and the moft glorious inflance of confeious 

virtue triumphing over the terrors of death, and the cunning bar­

barity of Mankind. Were the progrefs of virtue attended with 

pain, and the practice of vice with pleafure, the adoption of the 

former would be amply repaid'by its foothings in the dreadful mo­

ment, even i f it were to accompany us no further. About a 

quarter of an hour before he died, M r . H A L L broached1 a mofl 

tender fubject of converfation, which he followed up with a feries 

of 
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of obfcrvations, fo truly refilled, fo exquiiitely turned, fo delicate 

and fo pathetic, that it feemed almofl the language of infpirafion, 

as if, i l l proportion to the decay of the body, intellect iucreafed, 

and the dying man had'become all mind. Such a conversation 1 

never remembered to have heard, or heard of. Its effects upon 

me were wonderful ; for, though the combination of melancholy 

eircu m fiances attending my now critical fituation had almoft railed 

mv mind to frenzv, the falutary influence of his words and exam-
wn/KTix <. . rn n a i i w i i ri*>rn wxfyiwvu mouJ iw nh;o7) yrtt iO rn?''* 

pie controuled the excelles of my fenfations ; and I met the afflict­

ing moment of bis departure with a degree of tranquillity, which, 

though not to be compared to his, has on reflection appeared to 

mc aftoniihing. This converfation continued to the very inftant 

of his death ; during which time he held my hand clafped in his* 

frequently enforcing his kind expreftions to me with a fqueeze— 

while my forrow, taking its moft ealy channel, bedewed my face 

with tears. As he proceeded, my voice was choaked with my feel­

ings ; and I attempted once or twice in vain to lpeak. His hand 

grew cold : he faid his lower limbs were all lifelefs, and that he 

felt death coming over him with flow creeping fteps—He again 

moralized, thanking G O D with pathetic fervour for his great mercy 

in leaving him his intellects unclouded, and the organ of commu­

nication (the tongue) unenfeebled, that, to the laft, he might 

folace his friend and fellow-lufferer---" A h ! C A M P B E L L !" con­

tinued he, " to what a feries of miferies am I now leaving you î 

Death in fuch circumftanccs is a blcftîne—I view mine as fuch ; 
o 

and lhould think it more fo, if it contributed, by awakening thoie 
L people 



people to a fenfe of their cruelty, to (often their rigour to you : 

but cruelty like their's is fyflematic, and (loops not to the controul 

of the feelings. Could I hope that you would yet efcape from 

their clutches, and that you would once more prefs your family to 

your bofom, the thought would brighten (till the moment of our 

feparation : and, oh ! my friend î could I (till further hope that you 

would one day fee my mod beloved and honoured parents, and tell 

them of my death without wringing their hearts with its horrid 

circumflances, offer them my la(l duties, and tell how I revered 

them—If, too, you could fee my , and tell her how far, far 

more dear than !" Here he turned his eyes toward the lamp, 

then faintly on me—-made a convulfive effort to fqueeze my hand 

—cried out, " C A M P B E L L ! oh, C A M P B E L L ! the lamp is going 

©ut !" and expired without a groan. 

The recital of this afflicting event has called up to my fancy fo* 

lively a picture of the fcene as it paffed with all its horrors—-horrors 

which outflrip all efforts of defcription, and baffle all power of 

language—that my feelings arc in part renewed, and I find myfelf 

incapable of proceeding further at prefent 

L E T T E R 
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L E T T E R L I V . 

F O R fome time I was loft in grief for the death of M r . 

H A L L . Though I had long expected it, and might confequently 

be fuppofed to have waited great part of my forrow in anticipa­

tion ; yet, having only confidered and felt the point before his 

death merely as it refpe6ted him and his misfortunes, a great por­

tion of the calamity remained unconceived : and, now that he 

was dead, I began for the firft time to confider and feel the fub­

ject as it concerned myfelf. Reflection told me, that he was hap­

pily relieved from woe, and in a ftate of bil ls— 

<* After life's fitful fever, be fleeps well : 

« Nor Heel nor poifon, 

, " Malice domeftic, foreign levy—nothing 

" Can touch him further f * 

But I ftill remained a prey to perhaps new barbarities, without 

hope of relief from the old. N o partner to fhare, no focial converfè 

to alleviate, no friend to confole me under my afflictions, I looked 

at the body of my friend with envy, and lamented that death had 

not afforded me, too, a fhelter from the cruelties which fate 

feemed determined to heap upon me. 

L 2 It 
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It is impoffible for me to exprefs to you the agonies of mind 1 

underwent during the reft of the night. In the morning, a report 

was made to the Commandant, of the death of M r . H A L L ; and 

in about an hour after, hepaiTed me by, but kept his face purpofely 

turned away from me to the other tide. I patiently waited lor the 

removal of the dead body till the evening, when I dciired the Sepo} 

who o-uarded me to apply for its being removed. They returned, 

and told mc that they could get no anfwer refpect ing it. Night 

came on, but there was no appearance of an-intention to unfetter 

mc from the corpfe. The Commandant was lifting in his Court, 

admiihltering, in the maimer I have before defcribed, jujlicel 

I called out to him myfelf with all my might, but could get no an­

fwer from him. Nothing could equal my rage and contfernation ; 

for, exclulive of the painful idea of being (hackled to the dead body 

of a friend I loved, another circumftance contributed to make it a 

ferious fubject of horror. In thofe climates, the weather is lb in­

tensely hot, that putrefaction almoit inflantly lucceeds death ; and 

meat that is killed in the morning, and kept in the (hade, wi l l be 

unfit for dreffmg at night. In a fubject, then, on which putrefaction 

had made advances even before death, and which remained expofed 

to the open air, the procefs muft have been much more rapid. So-

far, however, from compafftonating my fituation, or indulging me 

by a removal of the body, their barbarity fuggefted to them to 

make it an inftrumentof punifhment ; and they pertinacioufly ad­

hered to the moft mortifying fdence and difregard of my complaints. 

For 



For feveral days and nights it remained attached to me by the irons. 

I grew almoft diffracted---wifhed for the means of putting an e,nd 

to my miferies by death, and could not move without witneffing. 

"fbme new ftage of putrescence it attained,, or breathe without in­

haling the putrid -eflkivia that arofe from it—while myriads of 

flies and loathfome infects refted on it, the former of which every 

now and then vifited me, crawling over my face and hands, and 

lio-hriivz in hundreds on mv victuals. I never look back at this 

"crifis without confufion, horror, and even afloihfhment ; and, 

were it not connected with a chain of events preceding and fubfe-

'qucnt to it, too.well known by rcfpcchible people to be doubted, 

-and too much interwoven with a part of the hiflory of the lafl war 

in 'India to admit of doubt, I fhould not only be afraid to tell, but 

abfofutely doubt myfelf whether the whole was tiot the illufion of 

a dream, rather than credit the poftibility of my enduring fuch 

unheard-of hardfhips without lofs of life or deprivation of fenfes. 

A t lafl, when the body had reached that fhocking loathfome 

ftate of putrefaction which threatened that further delay would 

render removal abominable, i f not impoffible, the monfters agreed 

to take it away from me—and I was fo far relieved : but the mor­

tification and injury I underwent from it, joined to the agitation 

of the preceding week, made a vifible inroad on my health. I 

totally loft my fpirits ; my appetite entirely forfook me : my long-

fiourifhed hopes fled ; and T looked forward to death as the only. 

• dcfirable. 



deiirablc event that was within the verge of likelihood or pofîr-

bility. 

One day, my oppofite friend (the native prilbner) gave me a 

look of the moif interefting and encouraging kind ; and I per­

ceived a more than ufual buttle in the citadel, while the Sepoys 

informed me that they were ordered on immediate fervice, and 

that fome events of great importance had taken place. From this 

feeble gleam, my mind, naturally active, though depreffed by 

circumfhinces of unufual weight, again took fire, and hope bright­

ened with a kind of gloomy light the profpect before me : I re­

volved a thoufand things, and drew from them a thoufand ill r-

mifes ; but all as yet was only conjecture with me. In a day or two, 

the buftle increafed to a high pitch, accompanied with marks of 

conlternation : the whole of the troops in the citadel were ordered 

to march ; and the Commandant, and a man with a hammer and 

inltruments, came to take off my irons. 

Whi le they were at work taking off my irons, I perceived 

that they were taking off thofe of the native prilbner oppofite to 

me alfo. He went away under a guard : we looked at each 

other complacently, nodded and fmiled, as who fhould fay, " we 

hope to fee one another in Jiappier times not far diftant.'* But, 

alas ! vain are human hopes, and fhort and dark is the extent of our 

utmoft forefight ! This unhappy man, without committing any 

fort of offence to merit it, but in conformity to the damnable, 

barbarous policy of thofe Countries, was, by the Jemadar's 

orders, 



orders, taken forth, and his throat cut ! This the Jemadar h im­

felf afterwards acknowledged to me—and, what was fl i l l more 

abominable i f poffible, undertook to juftify the proceeding upon 

the principles of reafon, found fenfe, and precedent of Afiatic 

policy. 

In order to elucidate the whole of this bufinefs, it is neceffary 

for me to recur to, events, which happened antecedent to this time, 

but of which, by reafon of my fituation, 1 was then entirely ig­

norant ; and as they involve, not only the grounds of my fubfe-

quent efcape and proceedings, but a confiderable portion of hif-

torical fact, and fome of the material interefls of the Eafl India 

Company, I wi l l be the more particularly careful in relating 

them, and defn;e from you a proportionate iharc of attention— 

But their importance entitle them to a feparatc Letter: therefore 

conclude with affurin.g you* &c. 

aawo-jq him rihsqen Hid ;y/u/(£fqfk> io vjinujioqûu iia L îwoTia 
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YDER Ar.r.-i K H A W N , late Nabob of My lore, and 

father to the prêtent T I P P O O SAI-IIJJ Sur/r .u N , was as extraor­

dinary a man, and perhaps poifeffed as great natural talents, as any 

recorded in the page of l l i i tory. Born and bred up in the lowed: 

ranks of an unenlightened and ignorant People, and to the lait 

day of his life perfectly illiterate, he not only .emerged from hi i 

native obfeurity by the vigour of his mind and body, but became 

an object of terror and admiration to furrounding Potentates. 

Early initiated in the habits and inured to the toils of a military 

life, he rofe, by the gradual fteps of promotion, to a rank which 

afforded an opportunity of difplaying his capacity and prowefs; 

he foon obtained the command of that army in which he had once 

ferved as a common foldier, and immediately demonftrated that the 

fublimity of his mind was formed to keep pace with his extraor­

dinary elevation. 

The Marhattas, the mort formidable people in Hither India, 

bordered on the Myforean dominions, and kept their neigh­

bours, by frequent hoftilities, m a continual ftate of awe— 

making incurfions on their territories, and taking poffefîion, by 

force 



force of arms, of large portions of their Country *. but no fooner 

had H Y D E R got the command of the armies of his Country, than 

he drove back the Marhattas from the Myforcan dominions, which 

he extended by confiderable acquifitions from the Marhatta fron­

tiers ; and followed up his conquefts with fuch liiccefsful ardour, 

that he compelled that warlike "Nation to refpeét his Countrymen 

as their equals, i f not fuperiors, in military achievement. Thus, 

while he ingratiated himfelf with his Sovereign and Fellow-citi­

zens by his wifdom, he acquired the admiration of the Soldicrv bv 

his perfonal addrefs and valour ; and at the fame time, by the feve-. 

rity of his difciplinc, and the occalional aufterity of his deportment, 

maintained an awe over them, which ftrengthened his authority 

without diminifhino- their affection. 

H Y D E R was therefore now arrived at that point of elevation, 

beyond which no exertion of mental capacity, i f governed by vir­

tue or integrity, could raife him—So far he owed all to genius : 

but his towering ambition looked higher; and, unreftrained bv 

any principle of religion or morality, he determined to accom­

plie, at any rate, that which he knew nothing but crime could 

accomplifh. W i t h wicked deliberation he looked forward into 

the womb of time, and with unparalleled policy arranged the 

whole fyftem upon which he was to act, when that order of 

things his penetrating and intuitive genius enabled him to fee 

would naturally ariie from each other, fhould afford him a proper 

opportunity. Although he was utterly ignorant of books, and of 
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iuuiTecuuld derive little benefit from the examples of the great 

and'ambitious men recorded in Hiftory, yet, drawing upon the in­

finite refources of his own mind or information, he adopted the 

very fame means of furthering his views ; and forefeeing, that, 

with an immenfe armv devoted to his interefts, few things would be 

unattainable, he applied himfelf diligently to model and form that of 

the K I N G of M Y S O R E to the greateft perfection in dilcipline, and to 

render it attached to his perfon, and fubfervient to his views, by a 

fkilful mixture of feverity and relaxation, toil and reward, dan­

ger and applaufe, which none but a mafler-hand like his was ca­

pable of exactly compounding. 

The death of his Sovereign the K I M ; of M Y S O R E at length 

afforded him the opportunity to which he had lb long, and with 

fo prophetic an eye, looked forward—and gave him ample room 

for felf-gratulation on the fcore of his fagacity and prudence.. 

The Heir in fucceffion to the Throne being then. an. infant, the: 

politic H Y D E R , fetting aiide all claims of the kindred of the young 

Prince, took upon himfelf the guardianfhip—under the title of 

Regent affurned the fupreme authority-—and, though too well, 

aware of the inviolable attachment of the People to their lawful 

Monarch to put him directly to death, ufurped the Throne, and. 

configned him to imprifonment in Seringapatam, the capital of 

the Myforean dominions. 

Having thus, by his talents, acquired the poffeflion of the 

Throne, he gave a large range to the fublimity of his views, and. 

foon 



loon difplayed the exhauftlefs refources of his mind in the new 

office of Governor and Legiflator—forming fuch vaft well-or­

dered military eftabliftimcnts, and fuch judicious and falutary civil 

inftitutions, as made him blaze forth at once the terror of his 

neighbours, and rendered him, in the lequel, the moft powerful 

and formidable Potentate in the Hither Pcninfula. In carrying 

on thole, his deficiency In letters was fupplied by his vigilance 

and fagacity, fharpened by fufpicion : three fecretaries executed 

vt\\ his orders in feparate apartments ; and if, on comparifon, they 

Were found to differ, he who committed the error received fen-

tencc of death. His natural cruelty made him take the execution 

of their fentencc upon himfelf not unfrequcntly : to (lice off a head 

with his own hand, or fee it done by others, was a luxurious re­

creation to the fanguinary H Y D E R . 

The natural fagacity of this great man fuggefted, that in or­

der to accomplifh the extenfive objects which his active and ambi­

tious temper held up. to his imagination, the introduction of the 

mofl perfect military difcipline was above all other things necef-

fary ; and his judgment informed him that the European was the 

beft. He therefore held out the moft tempting allurements to 

military adventurers, and particularly to thofe, whether black or 

white, who had been trained in the fervice of the Englifh Eaft 

India Company : he fent cmiffaries, for the purpofe, to all parts 

of India, with inftructions to offer great rewards ; and carried 

this defigu fo far, that whenever accident or war threw perfbns of 
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that defcription into his hands, he never failed to detain them, 

and, i f they refufed to enter into his fervice, treat them with the 

molt unpardonable rigour and barbarity ; and by thefe mean* 

brought his army to a ltatc of perfection til l then unknown to a 

Black Power. He did not flop there, but determined to eftabjifh 

a Navy—by large otters allured many ihip-carpenters and artizans 

from Bombay—-made no in cou fide r able progrefs in conftructing 

dock-yards, and had actually equipped lomc fhips of the hue, be­

tides frigates, fitted to encounter European teas. Indeed, he 

teemed to have carried his views of ,-onqucit even to the Polar 

regions ; for it is a fact:, that he direcfed hit; people, in conftructing 

thoie veffels, to. nt them for encountering leas of ice, or, as he 

called it,, tlie thick water. 

T o a man of fuch ardent ambition and deep penetration, the 

•vaft power which the Englifh Eaft India Company had acquired, 

and were daily acquiring, in the Eaft,, could not fail to he an ob­

ject of jealoufy.. He conceived, a deadly and implacable animoiiry 

to the Britifh Nation, which influenced his whole fuccecding life, 

ended only with his death,, and* was then tranfmittcd to his fon 

T I P P O O S A H I B , w i t h the exaction of a folemn oath, .ever to Fetaiii. 

thofe fentiments. 

A coincidence of circumftances,. which has feldom occurred in. 

the fortunes of men, tended, at a lucky crifis, to further the bold 

projects of H Y D E R ; and neither fortune,, though extremely pro­

pitious to him, nor his own unbounded talents and encgeric fpirit, 

favoured 



favoured the execution of them, more than the bungling politics, 

the ludicrous ambition, and the confèquent unjuftifiable proceed­

ings, of one of our Preiidencies in India—I mean Bombay. 

Fortunately, the wifdom and moderation of our Eaft India Coun­

cils at this day, vindicate the wounded character of the Britifh 

Nation, and juftify me in the remarks I make. 

A n ambitious and profligate Chief of the Marhatta Tribes—his 

name, R O G A N A U T R o w — h a d been depofed by the Wife Men of 

his Country, for having murdered his nephew, in order to ufurp 

the Throne of Setterah. He fled to Bombay, and, by fpecious 

promifes and other means, prevailed on that Prcfidency to af­

ford him an afylum, and finally to take up arms in his defence 

againft the united Marhatta States, who at the very time were 

able to raife an army of three hundred thoufand fighting men. 

Hoftilities were firft commenced by the Englifh ; and by them 

peace was firft propofed. The treaty of Poonah was made, by 

which it was provided that R O G A N A U T R o w fhould quit Bom­

bay ; and by the Englifh the provifions of that treaty were 

broken—for, in direct violation of it, R O G A N A U T was kept at 

Bombay. This breach of the treaty led to another; for this 

crafty and unprincipled Chief made ufe of it with fuch addrefs as 

to perfuade that Prefidcncy to attack the Marhattas again :—by 

magnifying the power of his party among his Countrymen, he 

prevailed upon them once more to affert his rights; and the Prefi­
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dency of Calcutta, I am afraid, were induced to join that of 

Bombay in the plan. 

It happened unfortunately, that at this time the Prefidency of 

.Bombay was compofed of perfons the moff unqualified* probably, 

that could be found in any community for offices of flich import­

ance. One, particularly, was allowed, by the almoff unanimous 

confent of thofe who knew his private or public character, to be 

ignorant, not only of the firft principles of Government, but of 

the ordinary knowledge reqnifite for a Gentleman ; and for fixa­

tions of moment he was peculiarly disqualified by a fondnefs for 

minutia?, to which he paid more attention than to matters of 

greater confequence. A temper and intellect of this kind were 

rendered frill more incapable of the enlarged veiws any Repre-

fentative of a great Nation in a diftant Colony fhould poflefs, by a 

mercantile education and habits, which narrowed even his cir-

cumfcribed mind, and left him not a fentiment, not an idea, that 

was not merely commercial. The administration of fuch men 

was exactly what might have been expected; and, inftead of 

afferting the dignity of Great Britain, or promoting the advan­

tage of their employers—narrow policy, felhfh views, and efforts 

arifing from mifraken notions of conquefl, made the whole tiffue 

of their conduct in India. 

Blinded by theplaufible infinuations of R O G A N A U T , and fiimu-

lated, as I have already obferved, by a luff for conqueff, which would 

have been unjuftifiable even in an hereditary Dehpot, but which 

were 



were peculiarly vicious and ridiculous in a body of Merchants, 

who were themfelves fubjeéls, the Eaft India Company's Servants 

again determined to fupport, by force of armsT that moft atro­

cious murderer : and with the contemptibly inadequate force of 

four thoufand men, encumbered with an unwieldy train of bag­

gage arid fcrvants for the accommodation of finikin voluptuous 

Officers, and led by two doughty compting-houfe champions 

(CARNAC and MOSTYN), with Colonel EGERTON as Military 
Jijjifiant rather than Commander, they fet out, to encounter the 

whole torrent of the Marhatta force, and conduct ROGANAUT to 

Poonah. 

Had ROGANAUT advanced at the head of his own partizans 

only, the Chiefs of the Marhatta Nation might jpoflibly have 

taken different fides of the queftion, and left between them a 

breach for his arms or intrigues to make an entrance fatal to the 

general caufe of the Country : but the affaults of a foreign army 

—an army of interefted peculating ftrangers, as the Company's 

troops then were—an army of avowed natural enemies, profefling 

a different religion, entertaining different political principles, and 

formed by Nature of a different complexion-—roufed and united 

them in one common caufe, and. comprefted difcordant interefts, 

which had been for time immemorial at irreconcilable variance, 

into one compact body of refiftance, which, as it became more 

firm from the itrokes of hoftility, could not, in the nature of 

things, be fubdued ; in the fame manner as the unjuftifiable con­

federacy 



.Vracy of Kings againft Franco lately united all the conflict!!ig 

parties of that Country—converted twenty-feven millions of 

People, male and female, into one compact armed force—rendered 

them not only invincible at home, but terrible abroad—and finally, 

has enabled them to beftride, Coluffus like, the univerfc. 

L E T T E R T V . 

E approach of the Britifh Troops with R O G A N A U T 

caufed great alarm at Poonah ; and the Min i f i e s there fent to offer 

terms, which were contemptuoufly rejected. They then determin­

ed to fave, by prowefs, thofe rights which they could not preserve 

by juif ice or négociation—and took the field with fuch great force, 

that their menacing enemies found it expedient to confider of a 

retreat. The faithful R O G A N A U T , finding his plans baffled, fent 

privately to S C I N D I A H , the Marhatta Chief, propofing to him to 

attack the Englifh, and promifing in that cafe to join him with 

his part of the army : his perfidy, however, being dilcovered, the 

Englifh Commanders began to retreat, carrying him along with 

them. They were, however, furrounded, and reduced to make 

the moft abject concernons—offering a carte-blanche to S C I N D I A H 

as the price of a retreat : but that augufl Chief nobly difdained 



to take advantage of their fituation, and contented himfelf with 
terms which juftice fhould have exacted from them, even if ne­
cefiity had not compelled their acceptance. The reftoration of 
Salfette, and of the other conquefts made by the Company's troops 
during the preceding hoftilities, and the delivery of R O G A N A U T ' 6 

perfon into the hands of the Marhattas, were among the provifions. 
R O G A N A U T was delivered up : two hoftages were taken for the 
remaining part of the treaty ; and the harraffed remains of the 
Englifh army were permitted to return to Bombay. 

R O G A N A U T having found means to efcape, reached Surat ; and 
the Company's Chiefs refufed to comply with the provifions of 
the treaty : notwithftanding which, the noble Marhatta difmiffed 
the hoftages, and prepared for a more manly revenge than that 
which could be wreaked on two defencelefs individuals. General 
G O O D A R T , who had been fent with an army from Bengal, was 
commiflioned to negociate for a pacification : but S C I N D I A H 

making the delivery of R O G A N A U T into his hands an indifpenfablc 
preliminary, the négociation was broken off, and both parties de­
termined to refer the controversy to the decifion of the Sword. 

Every thing feemed to confpire to chaftife the rafhnefs and 

folly of our Indian Councils. The difficulties in which our Ame­

rican conteft had involved the Nation, were reported with exagge­

ration in India, and gave additional firmnefs to our enemies in 

that quarter. The reftlefs and intriguing fpirit of the Court of 

V e u i l l e s found its way with Monfieur S T . L U B I N to the ftiorcs 
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of Jndoftan, and fopoweifully worked upon the mind of H Y D E R , 

that he entered into a treaty with France againft England, and 

brought thé ftrength of both into the moft formidable combination 

that ever was made in that Country, to root out the power of 

Great Britain from the Eaft. ' s t*ùlïliftod ^ n i b ^ i q odt #ih. . 

Thus, by the depraved politics of the Councils of a petty Settle­

ment, were the important intcrcfts of Great Britain in India, and 

the lives-and properties of all its fervants in that quarter, at once 

expofed to the fury of three formidable hoftile powers—the M a -

rhattas, HYDER and. the French. 

I- wi l l not entangle my narrative with a detail of the various 

military operations which arofe from this confederacy : they were-

in general dilaftrous to the Englifh, whofe power there was pre-

ferved from utter annihilation by the energetic Councils of M r . 

H A S T I N G S , the unexampled courage of our troops, and fcheun-. 

paralleled abilities and gallantry of the veteran Sir E Y R E C O O T E . . 

That part which applies to my prefent narrative, is the only part. 

I think it ncceffary to detail ; but 1 wifh you to inform yourfelf 

of all of them fully, by an attentive perufal of the different hifto-

rics of that war. 

In order to relieve the Carnatic, which was fuffering under 

the ravages of a formidable victorious army, who had not only 

cut off a great part of our forces on that coaft, but affronted our 

army even at the walls of Fort St. George, delcents upon the coafts 

of Malabar were planned, in order to make a diversion. : and 

General 
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General M A T H E W S , in January 1783, landed, with a fmall army 

under his command, at a place called Rajamondroog—took 

Onore, and lèverai forts ; and being joined by other troops, which, 

Under the command of Colonel H U M R E R T S O N , had done confider--

able fervices to the Southward, and were now commanded by 

Colonel M A C J . E O D , marched from Cundaporc, with an army 

confiding of twelve hundred Europeans and eight battalions of 

Sepoys, towards Iluffaingurry Ghaut, a pafs that leads over thefe 

immenfe mountains which divide the Peninfula.running North and 

South from Perfia to Cape Comorin. After furmounting obflacles 

that would have diicouraged a lefs entcrprifing Commander, and 

for which I refer you to his own Letter, inclofed herewith,* he 

mounted the Ghaut, carrying every thing before him with the 

fixed bayonet; and reached, within a fhort march of Hyderna-

gur, the place where I was confined. Thofe operations were 

undoubtedly much facilitated by the death of H Y D E R Ar . i . r , 

which happened while I was in priion, and which drew the at­

tention of T i p p o o S A H I B to affairs of more immediate importance 

than the defence of the Malabar forts. 

1 have thus digreffed from the ftraight path of my narrative, 

in order to explain to you the occafion of the extraordinary revo­

lution that fo fuddenly took place in the fort, which I ftated to 

you in my laft Letter but one—You wi l l therefore look back to 

the conclufion of that Letter, from whence I again take up my 

narrative. 
N 2 I 

* See Appcndh. 



I was utterly at a lofs to conjecture what this fb fudden refo-

îution to releafe me and my oppofite fellow-prifoner meant. I 

endeavoured to get fome explanation of it from the perfbns about 

m e ; but all I could at the time collect was, that the Jemadar had 

directed me to be taken out of irons, and ordered me to appear 

before him. Ï walked out of the citadel with two or three men who 

had got charge of me : it was a delightful afternoon ; and my 

fenfations on once more revifiting the open air—at again viewing 

the vaft expanfe of the firmament above, and the profulion of 

beauties with which Nature emhellifhed the earth beneath—were 

too bliisful, too fublime, for defcription. M y heart beat with in­

voluntary trantports of gratitude to that Being from which all 

lprung ; and I felt that M a n is, in his nature, even without the in ­

tervention of his reafon, a being of devotion. For an hour of 

fuch delight as I then experienced, a year of impritbnment was, 

I thought, hardly too dear a price. Thole exquiiite fenfations 

infeufibty led my heart to the moft flattering prelàges ; the ani­

mal fpirit appeared to have, in correfpondencc with the body, 

fhaken off a lead of chains ; and as i walked along, I feemed to 

tread on air. 

As we proceeded forward, we found, aft fome diftance from 

the fort, an open doolv, into which the guards forcibly crammed 

me ; and I was carried off, ft i l l attended by the fame men, As 

we went along, they gave me to underftand that H Y A T §AIIIB-> 

the Jemadar, was at a place ten or a dozen miles diftant from 

Bidcmorc. 
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Bidanore. I thought it within myfelf a moft extraordinary cir­
cumftance, and was at a lois to conjecture for what purpofe he re­
quired my prefence there. Perhaps, thought I, it is to deliver me 
perfbnally into the hands of TIPFOO—perhaps to lend mc to Se-
ringapatam. Sufpenfe whetted my curiofity ; and impatience to 
know my fate, fet my mind afloat upon a wide fea of conjecture. 
Still, however, my fenfès acknowledged a degree of pleafure in-
deferibable—I inhaled the frefh air with grecdinefs, and, as I 
fnuffed it in* faid to myfelf, " Well, well—at the worft, thi* 
will enliven my fpirits, and lay up a new ftock of health and 
vigour, to enable me to endure with manhood whatever other 
fuiferings the barbarians, into whole hands 1 have fallen, may 
have in ftore for me." 

When we had got about a mile from the fort, we met a perfon 
attended by three others, all on horicback. He was-a man of confi-
derable rank in that Country, and 1 recollected to have feen him at 
the Jemadar's Durbar, where he had manifefteda favourable dif­
pofition towards me, looking always gracioufly, and nodding to 
me, which, coniidering my circumftanccs and his, was not a little 
extraordinary. The moment he recognized me, he leaped from; 
his horlè, apparently in great agitation: then turning to the guards, 
ordered them to leave me immediately—faying at the lame time 
that he would be aniwcrable for the confequences. They lêcmcd. 
at firft to hefitate whether they would obey him or not ; but on 
his fhaking at them hisfword, which was all along drawn in his 

hand, 
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-hand, and fmearccl with blond, and repeating his orders a fecund 

time in a firm and decifive tone of voice and manner, they all 

ran off. 

As loon as wc were alone, he revealed to me, that he had all 

along known who 1 was—had moft heartily pitied my fufferings, 

and privately entertained the moft anxious wifhes to ferve me, but 

could not venture to interfere—the leaft jealoufy, when once 

awakened, being there always followed up by fummary vengeance. 

I le then mentioned his name, informing me that he was the ion 

of a Nabob near Vellore, whofe dominions had been wrefted from 

him by force, and united to the Carnatic ; that his family had re­

ceived great favours from my father, in return for which he felt 

himfelf bound to do me every fervice in his power ; but that, 

having been, after the misfortunes which befel his family, taken 

into the fervice of H Y D E R , and holding then a place of confe­

quence under him, he was difqu alined from demonstrating his 

gratitude and efteem in the way be wifhed : he added, he had juft 

come from the Summit of the Ghauts, where he left the Englifh 

army potted, after their having beat the Circar troops, and car­

ried all the ftrong works which had been erected lor the defence of 

the paffes, and were deemed from their fituation impregnable ; 

that the Jemadar, H Y A T S A H I B , had gone thither to encourage 

the troops, and animate them to one grand -effort of refiftance, 

and would remain there t i l l the Succeeding day—Here he ftopped, 

*nd feemed much agitated ; but, recovering himfelf foon, faid, in a 

folemn 



folemn and alarming manner, " Th i s day I heard H Y A T SAHIB-

give orders to bring tyoui before him, in order that he m'ight fatiate 

his revenge by your death ! How. happy.am I in halving an oppor­

tunity to refeue youl I wil l carry you back with me, thereforei; 

to Bidanore, and.place you in a ftate of fecurity with my\ family 

L E T T E R L V I L 
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SUCH unprecedented generofity affected me fenfibly.. 

T o run fuch a hazard as he muff have incurred, merely from a 

principle" of gratitude for fervicesfo remote in both time and per­

fon, was. more than we could hope to find even among Engl i fh-

men, who boaff. of their fuperior juftice and generofity—butin a 

native of Indoftan, where the tide of human feeling runs father 

low, was aftonifhing.- As well as my limited knowledge, of the 

language of the Country enabled.me, I endeavoured to make him 

a fuitable acknowledgment: in fuch a caufe, dullnefs muft'have 

become eloquent; and I lamented'that my deficiency in the lan­

guage prevented my giving vent to the extreme fullhefs -o£ my 

heart. He feemed, however, to.be fatisfied with my meaning;: 

and I was juft on the. point of returning with him to Hydernagur, 

when we. were fuddenly frartled by jthe J emadarVmuik , ' which/ 

was. 
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was foon afterwards fucceedcd by the appearance of his guard.* 
advancing towards us at fome diftance. He feemed confounded 
and alarmed—lamented, in warm terms, his incapacity tcr ferve 
me—-and, pointing to a path which wound through a wood that 
lay on either fide of the road, directed me to ftrike into it imme­
diately, faying, that by following that route, I fhould certainly 
fall in with the Britifh army. He then rode away, and I followed 
his advice, and proceeded for fome time through the wood with­
out interruption ; for, though I did not implicitly believe the 
aftertion that H Y A T S A H I B meant to have cut me off, I deemed it 
prudent to avail myfelf of the opportunity which offered to effect 
my efcape, apprehending a worfe fate than death, namely, being 
fent prifoner to Seringapatam. 

Finding myfelf fairly extricated, I began to examine my fitu­
ation, and to reflect on the different converfations which had paffed 
between H Y A T S A H I B and me, and on his condu£t previous to 
my being put in irons. I recollected the information I had from 
time to time received, touching the Jemadar's difpofition, 
H Y D E R ' S death, Tippoo SAHIB'S charaéter and avowed hatred 
of H Y A T , and the nature of the inhabitants. 1 moreover took 
into confideration, that my ftrength was impaired, and my con-
ftitution undermined ; and that my profpects in India, in point of 
fame or emolument, could only be promoted by fome extraordi­
nary exertion, or fome hazardous enterprife. The refult of the 
whole was a determination on my part to return back to the fort, 

and 



and venture an attempt to perfuade the Jemadar to offer propofals 

for an accommodation to General M A T H E W S , and to make mc 

the in if rumeut of his négociation. 

In purfuance of this determination, I returned ; and at about 

fix o'clock in the evening re-entered the fort, and proceeded to the 

palace of the Jamadar, where, defiring an audience, I was ad­

mitted. A t the very firft fight of him, I could perceive in his 

appearance all the mortification of falling power. He received 

me with a gloomy countenance, in which there was more of 

thoughtful fadnefs than of vindictive fury. After a minute's 

filence, however, he faid to me, 4 4 W e l l , Sir ! you have heard, 

I fuppofe, that the Englifh army are in poffeflion of the GhautSi 

and doubtlefs know that the cuftoms of this Country authorise my 

proceeding againft you with the utmofl rigour." Here he paufed 

for a few moments—then proceeded thus : 4 4 Neverthelefs, in con­

sideration of your family—in confideration of the regard I have 

for a long time conceived for you, from obferving your conduct, 
and ftrict adherence to truth in anfwering all my queflions, and 
f l i l l more on account of the fufferings which you have iuiluined 
with fortitude, I wi l l allow you to efcape : haflc you, then, 
away—fly from this fort directly—begone !" Then waving his 
hand- as a figual for me to depart, averted his face from me, and 
looked another way. 

1 thought that this was a very favourable opportunity for my 
intended purpofe, and entreated him to hear me while I laid a 

O few 



few words of perhaps more moment to him than to myfelf. 

He again turned towards mc ; and, nodding affent, while his eye 

befpoke impatient cuiiohty, I proceeded-—And, firft, I expreffed, 

in the ftrongeft terms I was able, the high fenfe I entertained of 

the favourable reception I met with when I firft came to the fort ; 

affuring him, that I fhould never forget the kindnefs he fhewed 

me on that occafion, and that in my confeience I imputed all the 

fufferings I had undergone wholly to orders which he had been 

obliged to execute, and not to any want of humanity in himfelf. 

Here I perceived the clouds which had overfprcad his countenance 

begin gradually to difperfc, and with the greater confidence pro­

ceeded to fay, that i f he would condefcend to give me a patient 

hearing, and not take my boldnefs amifs, I would venture to i n ­

trude upon him with my advice. A t this he ftared at me with a 

look of furprife—paufed—then faid, that he authorifed me to 

fpeak whatever I pleafed—continuing, in a tone o f gentle melan­

choly, " But of what ufe can your advice be to me now ?" 

Having thus obtained his permiflion, 1 began by compliment­

ing him on his great talents and temper in governing—on his fide­

lity, zeal and attachment to H Y D E R — a n d on the mild and bene­

ficent ufe which he was acknowledged to have made of the un­

bounded power vefted in him by that great Prince, which was the 

more extraordinary, confidering how many examples he had to 

juftify him in a contrary practice. I reminded him, however, 

that circumftances were at. prefent widely different from what 

they 



%hcy then were—that lie had now got a very different Sovereign 

to ferve—that he had no longer the tender father (for fo HYDER 
might have been confidered to him), but TIPPOO SULTAN, now 

the malter, once the rival, whofe meafures he had always op-

pofed, againft whom he had once laid a molt ferious charge, and 

who, confidering the firmnefs of his nature, could not be reafon-

ably fuppofed to have forgiven him ; and I hinted, that whatever 

external appearance of regard TIPPOO might from the political 

neceffity of the moment a flume, his temper, and the fpirit of 

Afiatic policy, were too well known to have a doubt remaining, 

that fo far from continuing him (HYAT) in the fame power and 

authority which he enjoyed during the life of his father HYDER, 
he would, on the contrary, proceed againft him with rigour and 

cruelty. 

Here I perceived the Jemadar involuntarily nodding his head in 

a manner which, though not intended for my obfervation, denoted 

internal aflent ; and was convinced that I had exactly fallen in 

with the current of his own thoughts. N o wonder, indeed, they 

fhould be his fentiments ; for they had long been the fentiments or" 

all perfons who had known the circumftanccs of the Nabob's fa­

mily. 

Having, therefore, gone as far on that point as I conceived to 

be neceftary to awaken the mind of HYAT to the prccariou fuels, 

or rather danger of his fituation with TIPPOO, I painted to him, 

in the ftrongeft colours I was mafter of, the humanity, the fidelit\, 

O 2 the 
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the bravery and generofity of the Englifh, which, I faid, were fo 

univerfally acknowledged, that even their worft enemies bore tcf-

timony to them : and I a fibred him, that if, inftead of making an 

unavailing oppoiition to tbern, lie would throw himfelf with con­

fidence upon their protection, and become their friend, he would 

not only be continued in his ftation, power and authority, and Sup­

ported as heretofore, but be made a much greater man, with ftill 

oreater fecurity, than ever he had been before. 

This was the general fcope of my argument with him ; but 

there were many more which fuggefted themfelves at the time, 

though I cannot now remember them. I enforced them with all 

the power I had : they were Supported by the acknowledged cha­

racter for generofity of the Englifh, and ftill more by H Y A T ' S 

apprehenfions of T I P P O O ; and they had their effect. That very, 

night he authorifed me to go to the Britiïh General; and, though 

he would not commit himfelf by fending propofals in writing, he 

confented to receive them from the General, and promifed to wait 

for my return t i l l day-light the next morning—adding, that i f I 

did not appear by that time, he would go off with his family and 

treafure to fome other place, and fet the town, powder-magazine 

and ftore-houfes on fire, leaving a perfon of diftinguifhed charac* 

ter to defend the citadel or inner fort, which, was ftrong, with a 

deep ditch, and mounted with many pieces of cannon, and fend 

immediate intelligence to an army of fix thoufand horfe and one 

thoufand infantry, who were at that time on their road from 

Seringa-
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Seringapatam, to haften their progrefs, and make them ad­

vance with all poflible rapidity ; and he further obferved, that as 

TIPPOO himfelf would come to the immediate protection of 

his Country, and, i f once come while the Englifh army remained 

in the open field, would give them caufe to repent their temerity, 

tli are was no time to be loft. 

Accompanied, by a perfon who liad officiated as interpreter 

between the Jemadar and me, and whofe good offices and influence 

with H Y A T , which was very great,. I had been previoufly lucky 

enough to fecure, I fet off at ten o'clock at night, on horfeback, 

to the Britifh army. M y companion was in high fpirits when we 

fet out from the fort ; but as we proceeded, he expreffed great 

apprehenfion of being fhot in approaching the camp, and earneftly 

entreated me to deep at a choreltry, which lay in our way, t i l l 

morning. His terror muff have been great indeed, to induce him 

to make fuch a propofal, as he knew very well that we had pledged 

ourfèlves to be back before dawn next day. I rallied him upon 

his fears, and endeavoured to perfuade him there was not the 

fmalleft danger, as I knew how to anfwer the outpofts, when 

they fhould challenge us, in fuch a manner as to prevent their 

firing. As we advanced'to the camp, however, his trepidation 

increafed ; and when we approached the fentries, I was obliged 

to drag him along by force. Then his fears had very nearly 

produced the danger he dreaded, (the almoft invariable effect o f 

cowardice) ; for the fentry next to us, hearing the ruffling noife, 

let; 



let oil* his piece, and was retreating when I had the good fortune to 

make him hear mc. M y companion, alarmed at the noife of the 

mulquet, fell down in a paroxyfm of terror, from which it was 

fome time before he was completely recovered. The fentry who 

had fired, coming up, conducted us to a place where other fentries 

were polled, one of whom accompanied us to a guard, from 

whence we were brought to the grand guard, and by them con­

ducted to the General. 

L E T T E R L V I I I . 

I WAS no lefs pleafed than furprifed to find, that the 

Commander of this gallant and fuccefsful little army was Gene­

ral M A T H E W S — a n old friend of my father's, and a perfon with 

whom I had ferved in the Cavalry foon after I entered the fer­

vice. W h e n I arrived, he was fait aileep upon the bare ground 

in a choreltry. His Dubaih, whofe name was S N A K E , recol­

lected me immediately, and was almoft as much frightened at my 

appearance at firft, as my interpreter companion was at the 

ftiot of the fentry ; for it was full five months fmce my hair and 

beard had been both itiaved at the fame time, during which pe­

riod a comb had never touched my head: I had no hat—no 

ftockings— 



dockings—-was clad in a pair of very ragged breeches, a fhirt 

which was fo full of holes that it refembled rather a net than 

a web of cloth, and a waiflcoat which had been made for a 

man twice my fize—while my feet were defended from the 

ftones only by a pair of Indian flippers. S N A K E , as foon as he 

was able to conquer his terror, and flop the loquacious effufions 

of aflonifhment, brought me to the General, whom I found faff 

afleep. W e awoke him with great difficulty, and, on his difco-

vering me, expreffed great pleafure and furprife at fo unex-

/ peeled a meeting; for, though he had heard of my imprifonment 

at Bidanore, he did not expeél to have had the pleafure of my 

company fb foon. 

Having ftated to the General the nature and object of my 

miftion, and related to him what had happened in the fort, he 

inftantly faw the. great advantages that muft accrue from fuch an. 

arrangement—entered into a full but fhort difcufiion of the 

bufinefs—fettled with me the plan to be purfucd in cither cafe of 

H Y A T S A H I B ' S acceding to or diftenting from the terms he pro-

pofed to offer ;. and in lefs than an hour after my arrival, I was 

difpatched back to the fort in the General's palanquin, with a 

cowl from him, fignifying that the Jemadar H Y A T S A H I B ' S 

power and influence fhould not be leffened, i f he iliould quictly 

furrender up the fort. Before my departure, the General ex­

preffed, in the warmeft terms, his approbation of my conduct; 

and added, that confidering the importance of the fort, the ex-

tcnfivc 



•tenfive influence of H Y A T S A H I R , and the advantages that might 

he derived from his experience and abilities, coupled with the en­

feebled if ate of his army, the benefits of^luch a négociation 

Scarcely admitted of calculation. 

Notwithstanding the very flattering circumffances with which 

my prêtent purfuit was attended, 1 could not help, as I returned to 

Hydernagur, finding lbme uncafy fenfations, arifing from the im­

mediate nature of the bufinefs, and from my knowledge of the 

faithlefs difpofition of Afiatics, and the little difficulty they find in 

violating any moral principle, i f it happens to clafh with their 

interelf, or i f a breach of it promifes any advantage. I confidered 

that it was by no means impoflible, that fome refblution adverfe to 

my project might have been adopted in my abfence, and that the 

Jemadar's policy might lead him to make my deflruction a fort of 

propitiation for his former offences, and to fend me and the cowl 

together to T I P P O O , to be facrificed to his refentment. Thefe 

thoughts, I own, made a very deep impreffion on my m i n d -

but were again effaced by the reflection, that a laudable meafurc, 

once begun, ought to be perfevered in, and that the accomplifhing 

a plan of fuch importance and incalculable public utility, might 

operate ftill further by example, and produce confequences of 

which it was impoflible at the prefent to form a conception. 

Thofe, and a variety of fuch fuggeffions, entirely overcame the 

fcruples and fears of the danger ; and I once more entered the 

fort of Hydernagur. A t this time the Britifh troops were, by de­

taching 



taching a part with Colonel M A C L E O D , to get round the fort, 

and attack it in rear, and, by death and ilcknefs, reduced to lefs-

than four hundred Europeans and feven hundred Sepoys, without 

ordnance. 

When I delivered the cowl to the Jemadar, he read it, and 

feemed pleafed, but talked of four or five days to confider of an 

anfwer, and feemed to be wavering in his mind, and labouring 

under the alternate impulfes of oppofite motives and contradictory 

pallions* I faw that it was a crifis of more importance than any 

other of my life—a crifis in which delay, irrefolution, or yielding t<* 

the protractive expedients of H Y A T , might be fatal. T o prevent, 

therefore, the effects of cither treachery or repentance, I took 

advantage of the general confufion and trepidation which prevailed 

in the fort—collected the Arcot Sepoys, who, to the number of 

four hundred, were prifoners at large—polled them at the gates, 

powder-magazines, and other critical fituations ? and, having 

taken thefe and other precautions, went out to the General, who, 

according to the plan concerted between us, had pufhed on with 

the advanced guard; and, conducing him into the fort with 

hardly an attendant, brought him Straight to the Jemadar's pre-

fence while he yet remained in a ftate of indecifion and terror. 

General M A T H E W S , in his firft interview with the Jemadar, did 

every thing to re-alfure him, and confirmed with the moft fblemn 

affeverations the terms of the cowl ; in confequence of which, 

the latter acceded to the propofkions contained in it, and the 

P Britifh 



Britifh Colours for the firft time waved upon the walls of the chief 

fort of the Country of Bidauore. 

I laving thus contributed to put this important garrifon,. with 

all its treafures, which certainly were immcnfe, into the hands of 

the Company, without the lofs of a tingle man, or even the ftrik-

m<* of a linele blow, mv exultation was inconceivable ; and, much 

though I wanted money, 1 can with truth aver, that avarice had 

not even for an inftant the leaft fhare in my fenfations. 'T i s true, 

the confcioufnefs of my fervices affured me of a reward; but how 

that reward was to accrue to me, never once was the fubject of my 

contemplation—much lefs did I think of availing myfelf of the 

inftant occafion to obtain it. How far my delicacy on the occa­

sion may be cenfured or approved, I cannot tell ; but i f I got 

nothing by it, I have at leaft the confolation to reflect that I 

cfcaped calumny, which was with a moft unjuftifiable and unfpar-

ing hand lavifhed on others. The General, it is true, promifed 

that I fhould remain with him ti l l he made fome arrangements ; 

and H Y A T S A H I B offered, on his part, to make mo, through the 

General, a handfome prefent. The General, however, fuddenly 

became diffatisfied with me; and I neither got H Y A T SAHIB'S 

prefent, nor ever received even a rupee of the vaft fpoil found 

there. 

Here I think it a duty incumbent on me to fay fomething of 

General M A T H E W S , and, while I deplore the unfortunate turn in 

his temper, which injured mc, and tarnilhed in fome meafure his 



good qualities, to reloue him from that unmerited obloquy which 

the ignorant, the interefted and the envious have thrown upon his 

fame. Light lie the allies of the dead, and hallowed be the turf 

rhat pillows the head of a Soldier ! General MATHEWS was in­

deed a Soldier—was calumniated too ; and although he did not 

ufe me as I had reafon to hope he would, I w i l l , as far as I can, 

refcue his fame from grofs mifreprefentation. 

A n extravagant love of fame was the ruling paflion of General 

MATHEWS : it was the great end of all his purfuits ; and while, 

in his military profefhon, he walked with a firm pace towards it, 

he loft.his time, diftorted his progrefs, and pallied his own efforts, 

by a jealous vigilance and envious oppofition of thofe whom he 

found taking the fame road, whether they walked befide him, or 

panted in feeble effort behind. This was his fault ; it. was doubtlels 

a great alloy to his good qualities : but it has been punifhed with 

rigour difproportionate to the offence-. Thofe who perfonally felt 

his jealoufy, took advantage of his melancholy end to traduce him, 

and magnify every mole-hill of error into a mountain of crime. 

It is unmanly in any one—-indeed it is—to traduce the Soldier 

who has fallen, in the 'fervice of his Country ; but it is hcrcfy. hva, 

Soldier to do fo. N o fooncr did the huz/,. gf calumny get abroad, 

titan thoufands of hornets, who had neither inter efl nor concern in 

tnv ana.;, joined in it. The malignant, who wifhed to fling merely 

to get rid of fo much of their venom—-and the vain, who wifhed to 

acqififc a reputation for knowledge of Afiatic affairs at the ex-
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pence of truth—united together, and railed a hum which reached 

Europe, where the hornets (I mean Authors), under the lefs un-

juftifiable impulfe of necefiity, took' i t up, and buzzed through 

the medium of quartos and ocievos fo loud, that public opinion was 

poifoned; and the gallant Soldier who, for the advantage of 

England, flood the hardeff tugs of war, and at laft drank the 

poifoned cup from the tyrant hands of her enemy, was generally 

underftood to be a peculator, and to have clandeftinely and difho-

neftly obtained three hundred thoufand pounds. 

O n this alfertion I put my direct negative. It may be faid, 

however, that this is only alfertion againft affertion—True ! Sorry 

fhould I be to reft it there : my affertions are grounded on fuch 

proofs as are not to be fhaken-—proofs on record in the Office o f 

the Prefidency of Bombay. 

As foon as Hydernagur was taken poffefiion of, H Y A T S A H I B 

immediately iffued orders to the forts of Mangalore, Deokull , 

Ananpore, and fome others in that Country, to furrender to the 

Britifh arms. Some obeyed the mandate ; but thofe three re-

fifted, and were reduced by General M A T H E W S . Rendered in* 

cautious by fuccefs, our army became lefs vigilant, and T I P P O O 

retook Hydernagur; and, in direct breach of the capitulation, 

made the garrifbn prifoners, treated them with a degree of inhu­

manity which chills the blood even to think of, and forced General 

M A T H E W S to take poifon in prifon 1 

Mean-



Mean-time H Y A T S A H I B , with whom the General had got 
into difputes, arrived at Bombay, and laid a charge againft him, 
which he, being in the hands of T I P P O O , could not contro­
vert, or even know. And what was the charge? The whole 
extent of. it was his ( M A T H E W S ' S ) having got two lacks of 
rupees, and a pearl necklace, as a prefent—a fum, confidering 
the country and the circumftances, not at all extraordinary, . 
but which is completely vindicated by the General's Letter to the 
Court of Directors, dated at Mangalore, the 15th of March, 
1783; in which he ftates the prefent, and requefts permiftion 
to accept it* This, as I faid before, is on record, and was tranf­
lated by Mr. S Y B B A L D , who was then Perfian interpreter at 
Bombay. The Letter I allude to, you will fee in the A P P E N D I X . 

In fhort, General M A T H E W S had his faults, but an unjuft ava­
rice, was not,amongft them. 



L E T T E R L I X . 

H A V I N G , in my iaft Letter, faid as much as Ï thought 

-juftice demanded in defence of General M A T H E W S , againft the 

charge of peculation, I am now to fpeak of him as his conduct 

touched me. He was, as I have already mentioned, an old friend 

of my father's, and an intimate of my own : I had reafon, there­

fore, to expect from him, according to the ufual difpofitions and 

manners of men, i f not partiality, at leaft friendfhip ; and in 

fuch a cafe as I have related, where my fervices gave me a claim 

to notice, it was not unreafonable to fnppofe that he would have 

been forward to promote my intereft, by ftating my fervices in 

fuch a manner as to call attention to them. He had, however, 

fome difagreeable difcuffions with his Officers ; and feeing I was on 

a footing of intimacy with Colonel H U M B E R T S O N , and ftill more 

with Major C A M P B E L L (he who fo ably and gallantly defended 

Mangalore againft T IPPOO'S whole army and fix hundred French), 

and finding me extremely zealous and importunate to have his 

arrangement with H Y A T S A H I B adhered to, he became difpleafed, 

,and, though he himfelf had determined that I fhould remain 

with him, changed his mind, and ordered me away at an hour's 

H ! notice—-



notice-—many days fooner than he had originally intended to fend 

off any difpatches. He moreover occafioned my lofing a fum of 

money, and on the whole paid lefs attention to my intereft. than 

the circumflances of the cafe demanded. 

In the evening of the day on which he determined on my de­

parture, I fet off with his difpatches to the Governments of M a ­

dras and Bengal, and reached the mofl diftant of our pofls that 

night. From thence I had thirty miles to Cundapore, a fea-port 

town upon the Malabar coafl, taken by us from the enemy. 

During this journey,, which was through the Country of T I P P O O 

S A H I B , I had only fix Sepoys to conduct mc : yet, fuch was the 

univerfal panic that had-feized.all claffes and diminutions of people 

at the progrefs of the Britifh arms-in that quarter, I met only a 

few fcattered Sepoys, who were fo badly wounded I prefume they 

were unable to traveh—the villages throughout being completely 

abandoned by all their inhabitants. 

The fudden change of diet, which phyficians tell us, and I 

experienced, is dangerous, from bad to good, as well as the reverfe, 

eonfpiring with the mortification I felt at feeing; things going 

on. fo very contrary to what I. wifhed, and what I had reafon to 

expect, had a mofl fudden and alarming effect upon my conflitu-

tion ; and I was feized on the road with the mofl excruciating, 

internal pains, which were fucceeded by a violent vomiting of 

blood; A t length, with great difficulty, I reached Cundapore,. 

where the Commanding Officer, and all about him, did every 

thing 



-thing in their power to afford me afliflance and comfort under my 
miferies, which increafed every hour rapidly. I felt as if my infide 
was utterly decayed, and all its functions loft in debility : at the 
fame time my head feemed deranged—-I could fcarcely comprehend 
the meaning of what was faid: lifting up my head was attended 
•with agonizing pain ; and if 1 had any power of thought, it was 
to confider myfelf as approaching fafl to diffolution. I had the 
fenfe, however, to fend to General M A T H E W S , to acquaint him 
with my indifpofition, and utter inability to proceed with his dif­
patches. To this I received the following Letter : 

41 Bidanorc, Feb. 3, 1783. 
" D E A R C A M P B E L L , 

" 1 am forry to hear that you have been unwell. Should 
your indifpofition increafe, or continue, fb as to render you 

" unable to purfue your journey with the neceffary expedition, 1 
*' beg that you will forward the Letters to Anjengo by a boat, 
" with directions to Mr. H U T C H I N S O N to fend them per tappy * 
4 e to Palamcotah, and fo on to Madras. 

" I fhall hope to hear of your recovery, and that you'll have 
gone to fea. . 

** Your's very truly, 

" R I C H A R D M A T H E W S , " 

the 
* Poil, or cxprefs. 



The receipt of this Letter induced me, bad as 1 was, to make 

one other exertion ; and I refolved, though I fhould die on the 

way, not to leave any thing which, even by malicious conftruc-

tion, could be made a fet-off againft my claims : I therefore hired 

an open boat to carry me along the coaft to Anjengo, and fet 

out with every profpect of having the virulence of my diforder 

increafed, by being expofed in an uncovered veffel to the damp 

of the night air, and the raging heat of the fun in the day, and 

of being arretted by the hand of death in my way. By the time 

I had got down the coaft as far as Mangalore, my complaints in­

creafed to an alarming height ; and I became fpeechlefs, and un­

able to ftand. Fortunately there happened to be a Company's 

veffel then lying at anchor off that place, the Captain of which 

had the goodnefs to invite me to remain on board with him, 

ftrenuoufly advifing that I fhould give up the thoughts of pro­

ceeding immediately on my voyage to Anjengo, which I could 

not poflibly furvive, and to forward my difpatches by another 

hand. The Surgeon of the fhip joining the Captain in opinion 

that I could not furvive i f I attempted it, and my own judgment 

coinciding with their's, I at length confented, and remained there. 

Tranquillity, kind treatment, and good medical afliflance, 

produced, in the fpaceof two or three weeks, fo material a change 

in my health, I was in a condition to avail myfelf, at the expira­

tion of that time, of a fhip bound to Anjengo, and which offering 

the additional inducement of touching at Tcllieherry, determined 

mc to take my paffage in her. When I arrived at Tellicher#y, 

Q and 



and during my flay there, the great attention fhewed me by M r . 

F R E E M A N , the Chief of that place, and the comforts of his houfe, 

reftored me to a great ïhare of health and fpirits—And here a very 

lingular circumftance occurred. 

One day a veffel arrived; and perceiving a boat coming on 

fhore from her, M r . FREEMAN and I walked down to the beach, 

to make the ufual inquiries—fuch as, where fhe came from ? 

what news fhe brought ? &e. & c . As foon as the boat touched 

the fhore, a Gentleman leaped out of it, whofe perfon feemed fa­

miliar to me : upon his nearer approach, I difcovered that it was 

M r . BRODEY, a Gentleman who had been kind enough to take 

upon him the office of my Attorney, upon my leaving India fome 

years before—not my Attorney in the ordinary acceptation o f that 

word, but a liberal and difuiterefted friend, who obligingly under­

took the management of my affairs in my abfence, without the 

fmalleft hope of advantage, or rather under circumftances which 

ferved as preludes to further obligations. I was certainly plcafed 

and furprifed to fee him ; but his aftonifhment to fee me amounted 

almoft to adiftruft of his eye-fight : he had received fuch indubita­

ble proofs o f my death, that my fudden appearance on his landing, 

at the firft rufh o f thought, impreffed him with the notion o f a 

deceptio vifus. M y identity, however, was too pofitive for re-

fiftance ; and his wonder melted down into cordial fatisfaction, 

and congratulations on my fafety. He then took out a pocket 

account-book, in which, for fecurity againft accidents, he kept 

accounts-



accounts-current, written in a brief manner—and mewed me 

mine, fettled almoft: to the very day, upon which was tranfcribed 

a copy of a letter he had received, and which he thought was a 

teftimony of my death. So, cutting out the account, and pre-

fenting it to me, he expreffed, in the moft cordial and handfome 

manner, his joy that it was into my own hands he had at laft had 

an opportunity to deliver it. This Gentleman is now in this 

Kingdom, and too well known for me to defcribe him. Suffice it 

to fay, that in England, as well as in India, he has always enjoyed 

the cfteem and refpect of all his acquaintances, to as great an ex­

tent as any other perfon I know. . 

I again embarked to proceed on my voyage, and had hardly got 

on board wherra fhip dropped anchor along fide of us, in which 

Captain C A M P B E L L of Comby, a very near connection of mine, 

was paftenger. O n hailing one another, he heard that I was on 

board, and immediately was with me. Thofe who fincerely love 

each other, and whofe hearts confefs the fond ties of confanguiuit), 

can alone conceive what our mutual pleafure was at meeting fo 

unexpectedly in fo remote a corner of the world. He was then on 

his way to join the army. This amiable young man now repofês 

in the Bed of Honour at Mangalore ! He fell, after having diftin-

guifhed himfelf in the very gallant defence made by that place 

againft the whole force of T I P P O O . W i t h regret we parted; 

and in due time 1 arrived at Anjengo without any accident befall-? 

ing me, which was rather extraordinary. 

0^2 Leaving 



Leaving Anjengo, I fet out for Madras, defigning to go all the 

way by land—a journey of near eight hundred miles. I accord­

ingly ftruck through the Kingdom of Travancore, whofe Sove­

reign is in alliance with the Englifh ; and had not long entered 

the territories of the Nabob of Arcot, before Major M A C N E A L , 

an old friend of mine, and Commandant of a fort in that diftricl, 

met me, preceded by a troop of dancing girls, who encircled my 

palanquin, dancing around me until I entered the Major's houfe. 

It would be difficult to give you an adequate notion of thofe 

dancing girls. Trained up from their infancy to the practice of 

the moft graceful motions, the mofl artful difplay of perfonal 

lymmctry, and the moft wanton allurements, they dance in fuch 

a ftyle, and twine their limbs and bodies into fuch poflures, as 

bewitch the fenfes, and extort applaufc and admiration where in 

ftrictnefs disapprobation is due : nor is their agility inferior to the 

grace of their movements—though they do not exert it in the 

fame flopping way that our ftage dancers do, but make it fub-

fervient to the elegance, and, I may fay, grandeur, of their air. 

They are generally found in troops of fix or eight, attended by 

muficians, whofe afpect and drefs are as uncouth and fqualid, as 

the founds they produce under the name of mufic are inelegant, 

harfh and diffonant. T o this mufic, from which meafure as much 

as harmony is excluded, they dance, moft wonderfully adapting 

their ftep to the perpetual change of the time, accompanying it 

with amorous fongs, while the correfpondent action of their body 

and. 



and limbs, the wanton palpitation and heaving of their exquifitely 

formed bofoms, and the amorous, or rather lafcivious expreflion 

of their countenance, excite in the fpectators emotions not very-

favourable to chaftity. Thus they continue to act, t i l l , by the 

warmth of exereife and imagination, they become fèemingly frantic 

with ecftacy, and, finking down motionlefs with fatigue, throw 

themfelves into the moft alluring attitudes that ingenious vice and 

voluptuouihcfs can poffibly devife. 

That fuch incitements to vice fhould make a part of the 

fyftem of any fociety, is to be lamented : yet, at all ceremonies 

and great occafions, whether of religious worfhip or domeftic en­

joyment, they make a part of the entertainment ; and the altar of 

their gods, and the purity of the marriage rites, are alike polluted 

by the introduction, of the dancing girls* The impurity of this 

cuftom, however, vanifhes in India, when compared with the 

hideous practice of introducing dancing boys. 

The Major, after having entertained me in the moft hofpitable 

manner," accompanied rne to Palamcotah, to the houfe of Doctor 

D O T T , who lived in a generous and hofpitable ftyle. I had once 

had an opportunity of evincing my good difpofition to this Gentle­

man, when, he was moft critically fituated ; and the reception he 

gave me. demonftrated, that he then retained a lively fenfe of my 

conduct to him. 

Leaving Palamcotah, I continued my route through Madura, 

This Country is rendered remarkable by the revolt of the famous 



LaiF CAWN, who mack a bold and well-conducted attempt tu 

erect himfelf into the Sovereignty of that Province, independent 

of the Nabob of the Carnatic, in whofe fervice he was : and a:, 

the affair occurs to my thoughts, I w i l l , for your information, 

notwithftanding its being unconnected with my ftory, digrefs into 

an account of it. As foon as the revolt of ISIF CAWN was 

known, General MoNSON, an Officer of great military fkill and 

perfonal merit, went againfl him at the head of the King's and 

Company's troops, and inverted the fort of Madura, in which that 

rebellious Chief was pofted. The General made a practicable 

breach, and, in ftorming, was beat back with great flaughterby 

ISIF ; and the fêtting in of the monfoons immediately after, retarded 

the further operations of our army againft the place ; and in the 

interim, peace having been concluded between the Courts of St. 

James's and Verfailles, the King's troops were withdrawn. 

O n the recal of the King's troops, an army of Company's 

troops was formed, to proceed againfl: Madura, in order to reduce 

this gallant turbulent rebel to fubjection ; and the renowned Ge­

neral L A W R E N C E being rendered incapable of actual fervice, and 

obliged to remain at the Prefidency by extreme age and infirmity, 

the chief command devolved upon my father by feniority: he headed 

the expedition ; and, after overcoming innumerable difficulties 

thrown in his way by the inventive genius and enterprifing fpirit 

of ISIF C A W N , again made a breach, which was deemed practi­

cable by the chief engineer, now Sir J O H N C A L L . A n affault 

was 
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was made with no better fuccefs than the former ; for our army 

was again repulfed with incredible flaughtér : more than two 

thirds, I believe, of our European Officers, were among the killed 

or wounded ; and the death of Major PRESTON, fécond in com­

mand, a man endeared to the army by the- poffeffion of every ad­

vantage of perfon, heart and talents—an active, intrepid and able 

Officer—aggravated the calamities of the day. 

If, impelled by my feelings, or tempted by remembrance of 

the paft, I fometimes digrefs from the direct path of my narrative, 

my F R E D E R I C K wi l l accompany me, not only with patience, but 

I dare fay with pleafure : I cannot refrain, therefore, from men­

tioning a memorable occurrence during that fiege, not only as it 

is fomewhat extraordinary in itfelf, but as it relates to a very near 

and dear connection. Colonel D O N A L D C A M P B E L L , who then 

commanded the Cavalry, received no lefs than fourteen fword-

wounds and a mufquet-ball in his body—yet continued doing his 

duty with fuch cool intrepidity, that brave foldiers who were 

witneffes to it, expreffed the utmoft aftonifhment : upon being re­

queued to quit the field, he replied, that as his family were pro­

vided for, he had nothing to fear; andas^ it was very unlikely 

his life Could be faved, he would not deprive his Country of any 

advantage that might be derived from his exertions for the fhort 

refidue of it; but continue to the laft moment at his duty. W i t h 

al l this firmnefs and magnanimity, he was gentle, good-hu­

moured, modelt and unaffuming ; and was admired for his great 

perfonal 
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•perfonal beauty, as well as military talents, particularly by the 

Duke of C U M B E R L A N D , under whom he ferved in the war in 

( ,'ermany as a ftibaltern Officer, in fo much that His Royal High-

nefs had his picture drawn. It was to him the Company were 

firft indebted for the introduction of perfect military difciplinc into 

their army in India. In the various relations in which he Hood, 

whether domeftic or public, as the fubject, the citizen, the father, 

or the friend, he was lo uniformly excellent, that the fhafts of 

malevolence, which the belt and wifeit of men have but too often 

felt, fcldom reached him ; and he may juflly be reckoned amongft 

that very fmall number of created beings, of whom fcarcely any one 

had the audacity to fpeak i l l . Upon my firft arrival in India, I was 

put under his command, and lived in Iris family—when, inftead 

of deporting himfelf towards me with that referve and aufterity 

which rank and reputation like his, coupled with the circumftance 

of his being my uncle, might in fome fort have jultified, he took 

me into his confidence, treated me with the greatcft affection, 

and acted rather as the brother and the equal, than as the parent 

and fuperior ; and thus his gentle admonitions had more effect in 

retraining the fallies of youth, and impetuofity of my temper, 

than the four, unpalatable documents of a fupercilious preceptor 

could poffibly have had. 

T he wonderful effeéts of this happy temper in -fwaying the 

ftubborn difpofition of headftrong youth, was exemplified in ano­

ther inftance—of which, fince I am on the fubject, I wi l l inform 

you. 
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yôu. Mr. Du PRÈS, then Governor of Madras, wrote to'him 
about a young Gentleman, in the following words : 

" M Y D E A R C O L O N E L , 

" In the lid: of Officers appointed to yourgarrifon, you will 
< 4 fee the name of . This young man (nephew to 
" Mrs. DUPRES), with abilities that might render him confpicuous, 
" I am furry to fay, ftands in need of a ftrict hand. All the fa-
*' vour I have to requeft of you is to fhew him no favour : keep 
*l him rigidly to his duty ; and, if he requires it, rule him with a 
" rod of iron. Should his future conduct meet your appro-
" bation, it is unneceffary for me to afk it, as you are always 
»» ready to mew kindnefs to thofe who merit it," 

The peculiar ftyle of this letter made fuch an imprcffion on 
my memory, that I am able to give the exact words. Colonel 
CAMPBELL, however, took his own unalterable method, mild-
nefs—treated the young Gentleman in fuch a manner as to raife 
in him a cortfeioufnefs of his dignity as a man, the firft and beft 
guard againft mifconduct—and appointed him to the grenadier 
troop. The refult was anfwerable to his expectations; for the 
voung man's conduct, both as an Officer and a Gentleman, was 
fuch In the fequel as to reflect Credit on himfelf and his family ; and 
his very honourable and hopeful career was a't laft terminated by 
a cannon-ball at the tiegë of Taiijore. 

R If 



î f the veneration in which I (hall ever hold this moft dear and 

reflected relative admitted of increafe, it would certainly receive 

it from the contrail I am every day obliged to draw between him 

and the wretched butterflies who fometimes flutter round us under 

the name of Men : for, how can 1 help con trailing his inflexible 

courage, united to angelic mildnefs, with the, infolence of l i l ly-

livercd Hectors, who, confeious of the mofl abject cowardice, 

dare to give an infult, and bafely fkulk from honefl refentment 

beneath the arm of the L a w !—fellows who, like Bobadil in the 

play, can k i l l a whole army with the tongue, but dare not face a 

pigmy in the field !—and, while they want the prudence to reflrain 

the torrent of effeminate invective, have patience enough to bear 

a kicking, or a box in the ear !—who bluffer and vapour to hide 

the trembling limb and poltroon afpc-61, as children whiffle in the 

dark to brave the ghofls they dread 1 Beware of all. fuch wretches 

as you would fhun plague or peftilence. I hope you do not imagine 

that I have fo little common fenfe or philanthropy as to cenfure 

thofe who,, from phyfical caufes or constitutional delicacy, are 

averfe to contefl : N o , no—I do affure you, on the contrary, that 

my obfervation leads me to think fuch men, though flow to quar­

rel, and inoffenfive in conduct:, are very gallant when honour or 

duty demand from them a conquefl over their weaknefs. I have, 

in my time, feen fuch men at firft the fport, and at laft the terror 

of your bluftering bullies ; and I have always thought, that in 

fuch a triumph over their feelings, they had more true merit 

than; 



than men constitutionally courageous : the latter has his valour 
in common with the mere animal ; the other poffeffes the valour 
of fentiment. I mean that moll: ignominious of all beings, who, 
prodigal in offence, yet reluctant in reparation—who, hoping to 
find fome perfon paffive as themfelves over whom to triumph, 
hazard the giving of an infult, with the malignant view to gaf-
conade over liirn if he fubmits—and, if he refeilts, to wreak the 
whole vengeance of Law upon him. In fociety with fuch men, 
there is no fafety; for they leave you only the cafmal alternative to 
ehoofe between fhamc and ruin. Him who fubmks, they call 
poltroon; and iiim who refents, they fleece in form of Law. 
There are others who, to bring their fellow-creatures down to 
their own level, brave the execrations of Mankind, and thé 
vengeance of Heaven ; ftich harpies do exift, who, though bold 
•enough to infult, are tame enough to receive chaflifement without 
refiftance; and, though tame enough to fiabmit to chaflifement, 
are fb furioufly vindictive as to proclaim their fhame, their cow­
ardice, perhaps in the face of an open Court, in order to glut 
'.their revenge by the pillage of their adverfary's pcrfe. Let fuch 
men enjoy the fruits of their machinations, if they can—To their 
own feelings I confign them ; for I can wifh a villain no greater 
curfe than the company of his own confeience, nor a poltroon a 
more poignant fling than that which the contempt of Mankind 
inflicts upon him. 
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P A S S I N G through Madura, I arrived at Trichinopoly, 

where I met M r . S U L L I V A N , , the Reiident of Tanjore, who very 

politely furnifhed me with a letter to M r . H I P P E S L E Y , his De­

puty at Tanjore, from whom I received many marks of civility. 

A t that place I had the pleafure of meeting a Gentleman with 

whom I had been at College, and for whom. I., had always enter­

tained a great efteem : this was Colonel F U L L A R T O N . It is an 

old maxim,, that, we. fhould fay nothing but good of, the dead— 

De mortuis nil nili bonum." It is not.a new maxim, I. be­

lieve, to avoid praifmg the living : I am aware of the indelicacy 

of. it.; and therefore, purpofely avoid in this, as I fhall in other in-

ttancss, fpeaking the full opinion I entertain. T o the general 

efleem in which he was held by all ranks of people in India, I refer 

you to Colonel F U L L A R T O N ' S character : it is of fuch a fort, that 

I wifh to hold it up for your imitation. A t a time of life when 

others have arrived to fome perfection in their profefîion, he made, 

choice of his, and entered for the firft time into the arduous mi l i ­

tary department, with a command for which the training of .many 

years is no more than fufficient to prepare other men. The M i ­

nister 
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niltcr of that day gave him this important charge, underwent the 

clamours of Oppofition for it, and was juflified in the event. 

W h e n the Colonel came to act, fo far from being deficient, his 

whole conduct was diftinguifhed, not lefs for military talent than 

courage—-while the moft fortunate command of temper and cap± 

tivating addrefs fubdued the fpirit of prejudice, reconciled the mofl 

difcordant, and gained him, though a .King's Officer,, the efleem, 

as much of the Company's as King's troops. In fhorr, all ranks 

of people, civil as well as military, whether belonging to King or 

Company, united in approbation, of his conduél—a thing not 

known before, nor fince-, but in the perfon of Lord C O R N W A L L I S ; 

Too much cannot be. faid of the advantages rcfulting from a 

proper command, of temper. T o promote that in my F R E D E ­

RICK , w i l l be:attendedr with little difficulty : on the contrary, my 

only doubt is,, that the placability and mildnefs of his difpofition 

wi l l too oflen fubject him to impolition. J O H N is, however,.of 

a different temper ; there is fomcthing i n it which requires both 

admonition and good example to reprefs within proper bounds : to 

ihew him the beauty as well as ufe of a.mild, cool temper, fuch 

inftances as Colonel F L U L A R T O N may be of weight, a u d i wifh 

him to reflect upon it.. A n d here l a m reminded of a perfon and 

a circumftance fo exactly in point, that I cannot refrain from 

noticing them : they convey no inadequate idea of the happinefs 

refulting from a gentlenefs of nature, and dominion over the 

mind.; and as the perfon I allude to is dead, I.may fpeak of him 

wkT; 



with the greater freedom in that full flraiu of praife which hi» 

ihining virtues deferve. 

O f all the men I have ever had the good fortune to know, 

Sir A R C H I B A L D C A M P B E L L poffeffed, in the higheft degree, 

that heavenly turn of mind, which not only is at peace with itfelf, 

hut dirftifes harmony and cheerfulnefs around it. N o bufinefs, 

however urgent in occaiion, re'flricted in point of time, or embar-

raifed with difficulty—-no accident, however unexpected, or event, 

"however unifier—none of thofe innumerable minutiie which fret 

and chafe the tempers of other men, ever fufpended the cool tenor 

of his thought even for a moment : nothing fhook the ferenity of 

his temper—nothing deranged the prefence of his mind : uniform 

and placid, he in all fituations had the full dominion of himfelf, 

and in the field it gave him a decided fuperiority ; nor was this 

felicity of nature confined to his public conduct ; it attended him 

at the domeftic enjoyments o f the fire-fide—at the fôcial board— 

in the private receffes of his clofet ; and the very fame habit of 

foul which, in his great public duties, rendered him valuable to his 

Country, and formidable to her enemies, gained him the admira­

tion and efleem of hie friends, the unbounded affection of his fa­

mily , and the bleffi-ng of all his dependants. 

A n incident that occurred in my prefence may ferve in fome 

meafure to decipher the mind of this admirable, man—I fhall 

never forget it . Previoufly to his going to India, he had exerted 

&is intereft to obtain from the Eaft India Company fome reward 

for 



for my fervices; and, a few days before his departure, promifed 
to fpeak again to Mr. D E V A Y N E S , Chairman of the Eaft India 
Company. I waited on him on the day he was fetting off ; he 
was juft about to depart, and furrounded by a numerous 
circle. In the midft of this buftle, and the confufion, one would 
fuppofe, iufcparable from fuch a crifis, he recollected his promife— 
told me Mr. D E V A Y N E S had that minute taken leave of him, and 
he had forgot to mention me, but faid that he would write to him on 
the fubject ; and, though he was at the inftant on the point of moving 
to the carriage that was to carry him off, fat down, and with that 
amiable fweetnefs of manners and happily collected mind fo pecu­
liarly his own, wrote a letter for me to Mr. DEVAYNES—holding 
converfation, the while, in the moft lively, engaging manner, 
with the perfons around him. The concifenefs and perfpicuity 
of language in which this letter was couched, will ferve to eluci­
date what I have faid—I therefore tranferibe it for you : 

" St. James's Hotel, Sept. SO, 1785. 
" D E A R SIR, 

1 1 I forgot to mention to you this forenoon, and again to repeat 
<f my earned wifhes, you would take the cafe of Mr. C A M P B E L L 

" fpeedily into your consideration. His fufferings-were of fuch a. 
" nature, and his fervices fo meritorious, that I am perfuaded, 
u upon a fair inveftigation of both, you will give him your firmeft 
H fupport, 1 have looked into all his papers; and the teftimonies 

'"-of 
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of effential fervices rendered to the Company by him, do him, 
; < { in my opinion, the hjgheft honour. Unlefs fuch merits are rc-

compenfed, few wni rifk every thing, as M r . C A M P B E L L did, 

' *' to promote the fuccefs of the Company's arms in India : but I 

* truft you wi l l fée it in its proper light ; and in that hope I fhall 

« only add, that whatever act s of kindnefs you fhew to him, wi l l 

" be coniidered as an obligation conferred on, 

** D E A R SIR, 

" Your faithful and mofl obedient humble fervant, 

" A R C H I B A L D C A M P B E L L / ' 

^ To William Devaynes, Efq" 

Be affured, my dear boys, (for now I fpeak to J O H N as well 

as F R E D E R I C K ) , that one act of triumph over the temper is worth 

a million of triumphs over our fellow-creatures, and that the per-

feel dominion of our mind is more advantageous and laudable than 

the dominion over Provinces or Nations. The one attaches merely 

to our corporeal part, and is buried with our dufl in the grave : the 

other follows our immortal part, and paffes with it into eternity. 

O n my leaving Tanjore, Colonel F U L L A R T O N honoured me 

with the .care of a letter to Lord M A C A R T N E Y , then Governor 

of Madras—an cxtra6t of which I give you, as it applied to my 

bufinefs particularly ; 

*' Tanjore^ 



" Tanjore, March 2 0 , 17*3. 
f* M ï L O R D , 

" I had the honour to writc'to your Lordfhip on the 8th by 

" Captain H A L L A M , who carried from hence very large packets 

« to you. The opportunity of Captain C A M P B E L L tempts me to 

" trouble your Lordfhip, merely to inform you, that all my let-

" ters from Bidanore afcribe in a great degree the fuccefs of our 

*' arms in that quarter, and the romantic -Revolution effected there, 

« to the influence he had w i t h ' H Y A T S A H I B , and to the propofals 

" of furrender which he fuggefted, and tranfacted with the Ge-
4 1 neral and Jemadar. I think it neceftary that you, my Lord , 

*? may know how much the Public is indebted to Captai» 

" C A M P B E L L , whofe good fortune in this ,aftair has only .been 

" equalled by his good conduct. He is perfectly acquainted with 

" the ftate of affairs on the other coaft, and has feen and heard 
w much of our tranfactions here; fo that no perfon can give a 

** more clear or unbiafled view of events." -

I had alfo the good luck to meet, at Tanjore, M r . B u c n A N A N , 

a very near connection of mine, for whom I had long entertained 

a lincere and warm regard. It has been my-misfortune to have 

been obliged frequently to ceitïure fome of my relatives for ill-na­

ture and ingratitude : 1 never did fo Without the moft painful fen­

fations. When , on the contrary, ! M in enabled to fpeak to their 

honour, I feel a proportionate ihurr of pleafure: 1 am therefore" 

S happy 



happy in mentioning Mr, B U C H A N A N as a man as amiable in hk 

private as refpeclable in his public character ; but the fatisfadtion 1 

felt at this meeting was much alloyed by finding him in a very bad 

ftate of health. 

Before I left Tanjore, 1 bad an opportunity of being eye-wit-
nefs to that extraordinary and horrid ceremony, the burning of a 
Gentoo woman with the body of her hufband. As this is a point 
which has occafioncd much {peculation and fome doubt among 
Europeans, I inclofe you an accurate account of the ceremony, as 
minuted down at the time.it happened. 

DESCRIPTION OF T H E C E R E M O N Y OF T H E G E N T O O W O M E N 

BURNING T H E M S E L V E S W I T H T H E BODIES OF T H E I R HUS­

BANDS. 

" This day, , I went to fee a Gentoo woman refign 
herfelf to be burned along with the corpfc of her deceafed hufband. 

" The place fixed upon for this tragic fcene, was a fmall iflet 
on the bank of one of the branches of the river Cavcry, about a 
mile to the Northward of the fort of Tanjore. 

** When I came to the fpot, I found the victim, who appeared 
to be not above fixteen, fitting on the ground, dreffed in the 
éentoo manner, with a white cloth wrapped round her, fome 
white flowers like jeffamins hanging round her neck, and fome 
of them hanging from her hair. There were about twenty 

wromen 
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women fitting on their hams round her, holding a white hand 

kerchief, extended horizontally over her head, to fhade her from 

the fun, which was excefïïvely hot, it being then about noon. 

" At about twenty yards from where ihe was fitting, and facing 

Jier, there were feveral Bramins bufy in conftructing a pile with 

billets of fire-wood : the pile was about eight feet long, and four 

broad. They firft began by driving fome upright (lakes into 

the ground, and then built up the -middle to about the height of 

three feet and a half with billets of wood. 

" The dead hufband, who, from his appearance, feemed to be 

about fixty years of age, was lying clofe by, flretched out on a 

bier, made of Bamboo canes. Four Bramins walked in pro-

ceftion three times round the dead body, firft in a direction 

•contrary to the fun, and afterwards other three times in a direc­

tion with the fun, all the while muttering incantations; and at 

each round or circuit they made, they untwilled, and immediately 

again twilled up the fmall long lock of hair which is left unfhaven 

at the back of their heads. 
M Some other Bramins were in the mean time employed in 

fprinkling water out of a green leaf, rolled up like a cup, upon 
.a fmall heap of cakes of dry cow-dung, with which the pile 
afterwards to be fet on "fire. 

" A n old Braminlat at the North-eaft corner of the pile upon 
his hams, with a parr -of tpc.-l-u h-, on, reading,*! (uppolc, the 
.Shaffer, or their Scriptures, from a book compiled or'Cajan lea\ èto 
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" Having been prefent now nearly an hour, I inquired whest 

they meant to fet the pile on fire : they anfwered, in about two hours. 

As this fpeéhiclc was moil melancholy, and naturally ftruck me with 

horror, and as I had only gone there to afture. myfelf of the truth 

of'fuch facrifices being made, \ went away towards the fort. 

After I was gone about five hundred yards, they fent fome. one 

to tell me they would burn immediately ; on, which I returned; 

and found the woman had been moved from where ihc was fitting-

to the river, where the Bramins were bathing her. O n taking 

her out of the water, they put fome money in her hand, which fhe 

dipped, in. the riyer, and divided among the Bramins: fhe had 

then a. yellow cloth rolled partially round her. They put fome 

red. colour, about the fize of a fixpence, on the centre of her 

forehead, and rubbed ibmething that appeared to me to be clay. 

She was then led to the pile, round which,fhe walked three times 

as the fu.n goes : fhe then mounted i t at,the North-caft corner, 

without, any afiiltance ; and fat herfelf down on the right fide of 

her hufband, who had been previoufly laid upon the pile. She 

then unferewed the pins which fafteued.the, jew,chs or filver rings 

on her arms: after fhe had taken them off,, fhe fhut them, and 

fere wed in the pins again, and .gave one to each of two women 

who were ftanding: fhe unferewed her. ear-rings,.and other toys, 

with great compofure, and divided them among the women who 

were with her. There feemed to be fome little fquabble about 

the diftribution of her jewels, \vhich fhe fettled with great pre-

cifion ; . 
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cifion ; and then, falling gently backwards, pulled a fold of the 

yellow cloth over her face, turned her bread towards her hufband*s 

fide, and laid her right arm over his breaft ; and in this poflure 

fhe remained without moving. 

" Juft before fhe lay down, the Bramins put fome rice in her 

lap, and alfo fome into the mouth and on the long grey beard of 

her hufband : they then, fprinkled. fome water on the head, breaft 

and feet: of both, and tied them gently together round the middle 

with ailender bit of rope : they then raked,, as it. were, a little 

waif of wood lengthways on two fides of the pile, fb as to raife 

it above the level of the bodies ; and then put crois pieces, fo as to 

prevent the billets of wood from pre fling on them : they then poured 

on the pile, above where the woman lay, a potful of fbmething 

that appeared to me to be oil:; after this they heaped on more 

wood, to the height of about four feet above where the bodies 

were built in fa that all I now faw was a ftack of fire-wood.. 

" One of the Bramins, I obferved, flood at the end of the 

pile next the woman's head-—was calling to her through the in -

terftioes of the wood, and laughed feveral times during the con­

verfation. Laftly, they averfpread the pile, with wet- ftraw, and 

tied it on with ropes*, 
4 4 A Bramin then took a handful of ftraw, which he fet on 

fife at the little heap of burning cakes of cow-dung ; and, ftand-

ing to windward of the pile, he let the wind drive the .flame 

from the ftraw ti l l it catched the pile. Fortunately, at this in ­

ftant, . 



liant, the wind role much higher than it had been any part of 

the dav ; and in an inftant the flames pervaded the whole pile, 

and it burnt with great fury. I liftened a few féconds, but could 

not diftinguifh any fhrieks, which might perhaps be owing to my 

being then to windward. In a very few minutes, the pile became 

a heap of afhes. 

*' During the whole time of this procefs, which kited from 

firft to laft above two hours before we loft light of the woman 

by her being built up in die middle of the pile, 1 kept my eyes 

almoft conftantly upon her ; and I declare to G O D that I could 

not perceive, either in her countenance or limbs, the leaft trace 

of either horror, fear., or even hefitation : her countenance wa> 

perfectly compofed and placid ; and fhe was not, I am positive, 

either intoxicated or ftupified. From feveral circumftances, 1 

thought the Bramins exulted in this hellifti facrifice, and did not 

feem at all difpleafed that Europeans fhould be witnefles of i t ." 

From Tanjore I proceeded to Negapatnam, which had been 

taken from the Dutch by the Company's troops, and where M r . 

C O C H R A N , an old friend of mine, was Chief. 

The communication by land between Negapatnam and Madras 

being interrupted by the enemy's troops, I embarked in a veffel, 

and proceeded thither by fea—Major J O H N S T O N , of the E n ­

gineers, being alfo a paffenger. 
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L E T T E R L X I . 

H I T H E R T O every ftep of my journey Has been marked 
by occurrences fo unexpected, and accidents fo extraordinary, that 
1 fhould feel fome repugnance to relate them, left my veracity 
fhould be called in queftion, were they not attefted by fo many 
living perfons of refpectability, and by written documents of au­
thority on record. Were one to confider them merely as the 
offspring of fiction, they woidd perhaps have intereft enough to 
catch the attention ; but, viewing them as facts, they borrow,, 
from their number and rapid fucceffion, as well as from their An­
gularity, fb much of the complexion of imaginary adventure, 
that the combination cannot, I think, fail to intereft your mind 
as well as your feelings. 

Arrived at Nagapatnam, within a fhort run of Madras, it is 
natural for you to fuppofe that adventure was at an end, and 
that fortune, fatigued by the inceffant exertion of her caprice, 
might have left me to proceed the fhort refidue of my way without 
further moleftation. It fell out otherwife : fhe had marked me as 
her game, and refolved to worry mc to the laft monent ; for, as 

wc 



•we approached Madras, wc were chafed by a French frigate, and 

-taken near Fort St. George. 

This appeared to me the greatcft misfortune I had yet nut 

with, and likely to b? the moi l fatal in its confequenccs. In 

order to explain -this,. I muft recur to certain circumftances, 

which, though I was informed of them fince my releafe from 

Hydernagur, 1 did not relate to you, becaufe they were no wa\ 

connected with my narrative till now, 

Monfieur S U F F R E I N , the French Admiral , having; a-number, 

of Britifh prifbners in his poffeflion, whom he found it extremely 

inconvenient to fupport, made a propofal for an exchange—which, 

from fome failure in the conveyance, or ambiguity in the terms 

of theconclpondence, was negle&ed. 

The motives or accidents which gave rife to this -negiecf .have 

never been completely developed ; and perhaps the Admiral him­

felf, Sir E D W A R D H U G H E S , and Lord M A C A R T N E Y , were the 

only perfons who knew the bottom of that tranfaction. In fuch 

cafes, however, the ignorance of fact is generally fupplied by 

conjeélure ; and men have prefumed to cenfure unequivocally on 

the mere hypothetical fuggeftions of their own imaginations. 

Candour, however, in fuch a cafe, where it could not fpeak with 

certainty, would fpeak with caution. A n Hiftorian, particularly, 

fhould fleer clear of party rancour, and not fuffer the prejudice or 

malignity which milled himfelf, to go down to and miflead pofle-

rifcy. Where pofitive proof is wanting, i f we are obliged to de­

cide, 



oide, we muft judge by analogy and inference; and in the cafe 

now before us, we have little but the characters of the perlons 

concerned to guide us in our decifion. 

O f the horrid cataflrophe which fueceeded the neglect of 

exchanging prifoners, it is hardly poltible that any one but Mon­

sieur S U F F R E I N himfelf could have had a conception. T o 

fuppofe, that, under fuch an impreffion, our leading men would 

have heiitated to prevent it, would be to fuppofe their intellects 

weak, and their hearts -corrupt and inhuman, 1 fancy it w i l l be 

difficult to faften on Lord M A C A R T N E Y either the one or the 

other ; for he was wife and humane ; thofe whom the dilap-

pointment of unreafonable expectations, or the malevolence of 

party, have induced to fufpecf his Lordfhip 1 s heart, have been 

forced by his conduéf to revere his talents ; and the breath of 

calumny has never touched the humanity of Sir E D W A R D 

H U G H E S , Whatever their motives, therefore, may have been— 

reafon, confeience, and candour, muft acquit them of the confe-

quences. It fhould be recollected, too, that Mojifieur S U F F R E I N ^ 

character was a very probable fecurity, in the mind <af men of 

fenfe and honour, againft any act of horrid inhumanity,; his conduct 

as an Officer had made a new acra in the Naval Hiitory of France: 

his talents and courage might be compared, without diiadvantage, 

to thole of the beft of our Britifh Admirals ; and he had exhirt 

bited marks of uncommon generality to, thoie whom the chance 

o f war had thrown into his hands. It would thefe tore have beeu 

T fome-



fomething.morc than preference to have prefuppofed what actually 

happened ; and I declare moft folemnly, that the inference I draw 

from the whole information I have had on the fubject is, that, 

calamitous though the event was, it attaches no pofitive guilt on 

any of the parties concerned. The fact: is plainly this: T he 

French Admiral having no place on the coaft where he could fe-

cure his prifoners, and grieving, as he himfelf fubfequently wrote 

to M r . H A S T I N G S , to fee the unhappy men, who had been fix or 

feven months at fea, dying of the fcurvy, delivered over the 

prifoners, to the number of above three hundred, to H Y D E R . 

Their fate afterwards was fuch as it would harrow up your foul 

to hear related. 

Take the whole of the circumftances into one glance, and 

fee what my feelings muft have been on finding myfelf once more 

a prifoner. H Y D E R A L L I , who was, when compared with the 

worft Defpots of the European Wor ld , a monftér, muft yet be 

tonfidered, when put in comparifon with his fucceffor TIPPOO. , 

mild and merciful. H Y D E R , from policy and hypocrify, fhewed 

tome lenity to the prifoners who fell into his hands. In fiances 

are known where Britifh captives have broke through the crowd 

that furrounded him into his prefence for protection—when hé 

has hypocritically feigned anger, threatened the perfbns who had 

treated them i l l , reprobated feverity, and fent them off fatisfied 

for the prefent. T I P P O O , on the contrary, was fo perfectly fa­

nage, that cruelty teemed to be, not only the internal habit of 

his 
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his foul, but the guide of.all his actions,, the moving principle of 

his policy, the rule of his public conduct, and the fourccof his pri­

vate gratification. L i k e the tygcr which, B U F F O N tells us, kills 

•the whole flock before he begins to feed, every appetite of his 

yielded to the more urgent calls of barbarity ; and while one drop 

of blood remained unfpilled, one agony uninflicted, one tear un­

filed, the natural appetites of T I P P O O Hood fufpended, and the 

luxuries of Jife courted his enjoyment in vain. L i k e the hyena 

which T H O M P S O N calls the fellcit of the fell, the fury of his 

nature was neither to be controlled by reiiltance, nor affuaged by 

blandifhmcnts. Aloof from the general order of the workings of 

Providence, he ftands a fmgle inftance, in which the Omnipotent 

has prefented a glowing living picture, A L L S H A D E : not one ray 

breaks in, to relieve the gloomy afpoct of the piece ; but, diftinct 

from the whole human race, of him alone it may be faid, that he 

never yet difclofed, even for a moment, one fpark of virtue. 

From barbarity (6 inflexible to thofe taken in the ordinary 

chance of war, what could I expect i f IJel l again into his hands---

I who had been the inftrument of one of his chief Governors* 

defection—who had, by my négociations, contributed to deprive 

him of a Province, and, what perhaps might have had greater 

weight with him, robbed him of the gratification of a long har­

boured revenge, by putting his enemv H V A T S A H I B under the 

protection of the Company ? Diabolical vengeance never perhaps 

met with a fubject of fuch lublime enjoyment, as the torturing of 

T 2 mc 
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me. would have been to this mbnfter. Couple this, then, my 

F R E D E R I C K , wi th the fears of SUFFREIN'S doing by me as he 

,tuid already done by the other Englifh prifoners—and guefs what 

.my terror and confterhation muft iiav;e been at falling into the 

(hands-of the Frencj i f ) I ••• 

Having -ftruck our coloui-s to the French frigate, the Captain 

ordered us to follow her, and fleered to the Northward. . W e 

obeyed him for fome t ime: at length night f e l l ; and, a.frcftt and 

.favourable breeze fortunately aiding the attempt,, we put about, 

-ran for Madras, and luckily dropt anchor fafely in the Roads. In 

the efcapes-1 had hitherto had, there was always fome difagfeeable 

circumftance to alloy the pleafure arifing from them—In this in -

fiance, my joy was pure and unqualified ; and I looked forward 

wi th a reasonable hope that the worft was all over. 

Here I found Lord M A C A R T N E Y Governor, ftruggling to fup­

port the credit of the Company,, and directing their affairs through 

fuch embarraffments and difficulties as made the moft wife and 

temperate defpair of fuccefs. So arduous an undertaking as the 

Government of Madras then was, has rarely occurred ; and a 

more fuccefsful final accomplifhment is not to be inftanced. In 

the inceftaiit conflicts to which he was>expofed, he maintained/ his 

poft with inflexible firmnefs and unabated, energy of mind—and^ 

in the moft trying circumftances, difcharged his important duty 

with zeal, integrity and wifdom. The ftrict difcharge of the 

duty he owed to his Country, raifed clamours.againft him among 

an. 



an interefted few in India ; but the united applaufes of all parties, 

on his return to England, ftamped currency on his fame r and has 

broken the fhafts of detraction. 

L E T T E R L X I I . 

-iiiJVcO guifojî jiihoqul 1UQ\ oJ rie îïlîm (ru to afcojdo j d i t b i£oH *•* 

A F T E R fo many hazards and hardfhips as I had under­

gone, it was a moft pleafing reflection to find, myfelf in a fociety 

compofed of my oldeft profeflional connections,, and warmeft and 

fincereft friends : but this was a happinefs I could not long enjoy ; 

tor, being charged with a million from H Y A T S A H I B to the Go­

vernor-General and Supreme Council, I was conftrained to pro­

ceed to Bengal, and accordingly fet fail for Calcutta, which I 

reached in little more than a week, without encountering any ac­

cident, or meeting a fingle occurrence,, worth the relation. Upon 

my arrival there, Sir J O H N M A C P H E R S O N , who was in the Su­

preme Council, gave me a kind invitation to live at his houfe, and 

prefented me to M r . H A S T I N G S , with whom I entered into a ne* 

gociation on behalf of H Y A T S A H I B , which w i l l appear by the 

following letters : 



ti3J3*î£q IU ïo iSUtiil([qii bsïifHt sxli hid ; mhnl ni v/«à bofbiohu n* 
L E T T E R TO W A K R E N H A S T I N G S , t ^ , ; . 

f* Calcutta, May 3, HSiL 
" H O N O U R A B L E SIR, 

" Indifpofition has put it out of my power, fince the firft day 
" after my arrival here, to have the honour of paying you my 
" refpects, and o f laying before you, for the information of the 
" Board, the objects of my million to your fuperintending Govern-
*' ment. 

" As thefe objects are of public importance, and as ill health 
" may prevent me, for fome time longer, from having the honour 
ft] of waiting upon you, I take the liberty to beg your attention to 
" this addrefs. 

'! The great Revolution in favour of the India Company upon 
" the Weft fide of India, and to which I had the happinefs of being 
" in fome little degree inftrumental, has been certainly brought about 
" by the zeal and fpirit of General M A T H E W S ; but that Officer 
*' afcribes to the orders and fupplies of your Government the 
" principal merit of the undertaking : he looks to the fame Go-
*' vernment for fupport in the arrangement which he has made, 
ft and may make, for the fecurity of the conquered Province. 

" The hurry in which I left him, and his anxiety for my ipeedy 
" communication of his fucceffes, gave no time for a formal commu-
* nication to the Governor-General and Council, of the particulars 

" of 



u of his fucceffes, and of the arrangements which he wifhed to 
u be adopted. He wrote a fhort account of the firft to the Prefix 

'* dency of Fort St. George ; and gave me a public letter to the 

*« Commander in Chief of the Military Eftablifhment of that 

" Prefidency to which I particularly belong, in atteftation of the 

" fervices I rendered in the négociation between him and the Go-

" vernor of Bidanore, for the furrender of that Capital and Pro-

" vince. A copy of that letter I have the pleafure to lay before you. 

" As I was charged with a particular commifîion from H Y A T 

" S A H I B , the Manager of the Bidanore Province, to the Gover-

" nor-General and Council, as appears by his letter, which I had 

*f the honour of prefèntingto you, General M A T H E W S gave me5 

" in verbal, inftruélions, and memorandums written in his own. 

f hand, the'particulars of what he wifhed me to reprefent to VQUB 

" Government: he gave me r befides, fhort notes of introduction 

** t© two of the Members of Government, whom lie knew per-

** fbnally—referring them to me for an account of his fituation, 

•* and allowing me, I believe, more credit than I deferve, for the 

*H fhare 1 had in contributing to his- final, acquiiition. of Bidanore 
w without drawing a fword.. 

" It would be tedious, and more fit for the detail of converfa-

" tion than of a public addrefs, to inform you of the various fteps 

" that led to the furrender of the Capital and Province of Bida-

" nore. I had had feveral conferences with. H Y A T S A H I B before 

" HY.DER'S death, and endeavoured tofuggeft: to him the advan* 

" tage 



( ) 

€ i tvige which would iirile to him from a revolt in favour of the 

H Company. M y efforts in thefê converfations ended ultimately 

« in the moil rigorous diflrefs to myfelf : I was put in irons, and 

H remained fo for four months, in a fituation only of exiifence, 

*< without any hopes o f ever efcaping. When General M A -

" T H E W S had fiormed the Ghauts, H Y A T S A H I B fent for me, 

" and, after various ftruggles, and much indeclfion, agreed to 
4 4 my proceeding to the Englifh camp; and I conducted General 

" M A T H E W S , almoff unattended, into Bidanore. H Y A T S A H I B 

" at length agreed to fubmit : but as, in his various converfations 

'* with me before and after that event, he made a very particular 

" diflinction between the Government of Bombay and the chief 

H Government of the Englifh in Indoflan, fb he propofêd that I 

** fhould immediately depart, after he had given up the place and 

" all the forts of the Province, with a letter to you, to obtain 

" your fanction to me to Iris arrangements with the Englifli Gc -

" lierai. 

" Thefe arrangements were not even clearly defined before my 

** departure ; and fo anxious was he for my fpeedy arrival at Ca l -
u cutta, that he only gave me the general proportions that are 

" contained in his letter. 

" Permit me here to obferve, that it is by the treatment 

" which H Y A T S A H I B meets with, that the other Chiefs of 

" H Y D E R * s Country wi l l eflimate the advantage of abandoning the 

interefls of T I P P O O S A H I B , or w i l l confirm their dependence 

upon 



** upon him. T I P P O O was prevented by his father from all h i -

" tercourfe with the Governors of his Provinces, or any intcr-

" ference in country affairs ; fo that thofe left iu charge at his 

to father's death are ffrangers to him, and are men to whom ho 

« lias little attachment. He is, befides, coniidered to be of a cruel 

*' difpofition. His father was cruel upon a political principle .: he 

is thought to be lb from nature. 

" The unfortunate differences about money which arofe in 

" General M A T H E W S ' S camp, and of which you wil l probably 

" hear from the Prelidency of Bombay, took up much of the 

« General's time, and may have retarded his operations: how-

" ever, his fuccefs in the reduction of Mangalore gives a fecurity 

* to his conquefls. The revenues of the Bidanore Province are 
1 1 about twenty lacks of pagodas per annum.. 

" The particular fituation of the Capital merits attention. It 

** is placed in a valley of contiderable extent in circumference : 

" according to the belt obfervation I could make, there is an 

** afcent to it, from all fides, of near feven mih\-> : it can only be ap-

** proached by four roads, which are cut among the hills, and which 

" were judicioufly fortified with great pains by HYDER.: woods, 

* to the depth of many miles, are a frontier round its fkirts.; and 

*< where thefe admitted a paffage, H Y D E R took the precaution t® 

" plant bamboos and thorns—to that I have little fear but that 

" General M A T H E W S wi l l be able to defend thefe paffes ; and m 

to for provifions, and military flores of all kinds, that were found 



" m Bidanore, of the latter particularly, what, according to Ge-

*' neral M A T H E W S ' S own declaration, would equip nine fuch 
4 4 armies as his. 

4 4 Cundapore is the next fea-port to Bidanore, and is diftant 
4 4 about fifty miles : Mangalore is diftant about a hundred miles* 

" The road leading from Mangalore joins with that from Cunda-

" pore, where the afcent of the hills commence : another road 
4 4 from Bidanore leads to Scringapatam, and a fourth into the 
4 4 Marhatta Country. 

4 4 It was from the lower Country, along the fea-coaff, be-

** tween Onore and Mangalore, which is watered by many 
4 4 rivers, and is the beft cultivated Country I ever faw, that 
4 4 H Y D E R got the greateft part of his provifions for his army in 
4 4 the Carnatic ; and, independent of the advantages which the 
4 4 Company have gained by the acquifition of thefe Countries, the 
4 4 confequent lofles of the Myfbreans are immenfe, and fuch as 
4 4 w i l l difable them from aftifting the French in the Carnatic. 

4 4 It becomes not an Officer of my rank to make any obferv-
4 4 ations that relate to the conduct of the different Governments 
M of my Employers ; but I am obliged to obferve, in juftice to 
4 4 H Y A T SAHIB'S declaration to me, that he wi l l not rely upon 
w any arrangement made in his favour by the Governor and 
4 4 Council of Bombay, unlefs he has a fpcedy aivfwer to his letter 
4 4 from this Government.. He has requefted mc to return wi th 

* that anfwer, and with the fancfion of the Governor-General 
4 4 to 
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" to the cowl given to him by General M A T H E W S . Though I 

" am worn down by my fufferings in prifon, and my health can 
4 4 fcarcely enable me to be carried by land, I am ready to under-
4 4 take this fervice ; for I know it is the greateft I may ever have 

' 4 it in my power to render to the Company and to my Country, 

" M y return to the other coaft with a favourable anfwer t© 
4 4 H Y A T S A H I B , w i l l be the fignal toother Chiefs to throw off the 

" yoke of T I P P O O ; and if Colonel L O N G has made any progrefs 
4 4 in the Coimbatore Country, or that General M A T H E W S has not 

" beeu too feverely preffed by T I P P O O , I may arrive upon the 

*4 other coaft in time to be of real ufe to the Company. 
4 4 I know, Honourable Sir, the liberal and great fyftem of your 

" adminiftration : 1 w i l l not, therefore, point out any little cir-
4 4 cumflances about the footing upon which I fhould return to 
4 4 H Y A T S A H I B , or remain upon the other coaft. I wifh only to 
4 4 be rewarded by my Employers as I am fuccefsful ; and I mall 
4 4 leave it to your goodnefs, and to your diftinguifhed zeal for 
4 4 the public propriety, to give me any inftructions for my con-
4 4 duct, or to charge me with any advices to General M A T H E W S . 
4 4 as you may think proper. 

4 4 I hope you wi l l pardon this long and irregular addrefs, and 
4 4 honour me by communicating any part of it that you may think 
4 4 worthy of communication to the Gentlemen of the Ccrnc i l . 

ff Ihave the honour to be, &c. &c. 

* 4 D O N A L D C A M P B E L L . " 



44 P. S. When you are at leifurc, and I am able to have the 
u honour of attending you, 1 would wifh to communicate to.you 
4 i a more particular detail of my converfation with H Y A T S A H I B - - -

" what General - M A T H E W S ' S hopes of fupport from this Govern-

" ment were, and the future plans he then meditated—and m'y 
4 4 ideas of the mealures that fhould be purfued by the Prcfidency 
4 4 of Fort St. George, to fupport General M A T H E W S , and i m -

" prove the advantages he has gained. . 1 

3oiizsfi9&W- r /MlP9fl'& idX^o/rùaueO oionxImio'J ariJ ni J > 
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L E T T E R F R O M H Y A T S J \ H I B , A L L U D E D TO I N T H E F O R E G O I N G * 

el inuJtn biuofîi I dbiifw noqu •snilodl ortl inods œotiKfïmwj " 
( Ufual Introduction.) 

f* I have directed the affairs of the Soobeh of Hydernagur for 
4 4 fome years paff, on the part of the N A V V A U B H Y D E R . When 
4 4 lately attacked by the victorious forces of the Englifh under the 
4 4 command af General M A T H E W S , I oppofed'him, and fulfilled 
4 4 my duty in every refpect ; but feeing the fuperior fortune and 

51 force of the Englifh, and receiving propofals for peace from 

S General M A T H E W S , by thefe circumftances,. but more efpeci-
4 4 ally by the perfuafions of Captain C A M P B E L L , the fon.of Co«-
4 4 lonel C A M P B E L L , who was formerly at Chinaputtan, I was 

induced to come to terms, and delivered up to General M A -
4 4 T H E W S 
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b T H E W S the treafury, property, flores and keys of the forts of 

* this Country. If I had been difpofed, I had it in my power to 

** have appropriated this collected wealth to other purpofes ; but, 

" from a regard to the high fortune of the K I N G of E N G L A N D , 

" and the uprightncfs and integrity of the Englifh People, I havo 

" included myfelf in the number of your fervants, and have de-

" termined, with the utmoft fincerity and purity of heart, to 

** ferve you well and faithfully.. By the blefling of G O D , under 

" your aufpices, my endeavours towards the well and full per-

" formance of my duty fhall be ten-fold greater than heretofore ; 

** and as General M A T H E W S intends to proceed to Seringputtam, 

'* your loyal fervant wi l l aflifl, to the utmoft of his ability and 

" power. You wi l l be fully informed on this fubject by Captain 

" C A M P B E L L . Honour, and favour, and reward, muft flow from 

" you- • 

" From the time of your firft eftablifhment in this Country to 

*' the prefent period, the engagements of the Englifh have been 

" facredly performed and adhered to ; nor have they been want-

2 ing in their protection of the honour, and dignity of the Sur-
u dars of Bengal, and other places. I hope, from your favour 

*< and benevolence, that you will iffuc your commands to Gene-

M ral M A T H E W S , to favour me with all due kindnefs and atten* 

" tion. I have taken fhelter under the fhadow of your bencvo-
4 4 lence. Captain C A M P B E L L has fliewn me great kindnefs in 

" this refpect, and, by encouraging me to hope for your favour, 
1 1 has 



" has led me to become your fervant. You wi l l be fully informed 

" of the ftate of affairs in this quarter by Captain C A M P B E L L ' S 

" letters. 

" Wri t ten on the 25th of Suffur, A. H . 1197." , 

" A true copy, 
" J . P. A U R I O L , Sa." 

L E T T E R TO W A R R E N HASTINGS, ESQ^ 

" Calcutta, May 25, 1783. 
U H O N O U R A B L E SIR, 

" Some time ago, I did myfelf the honour of writing to you, 
u on the fubject of my miftiou from H Y A T S A H I B to this Go-

" vernment. 

" It is with pleafure I now underftand that you have come to 

*' the refolution of fending an anfwer to his letter. I cannot help 
4 6 delivering it as my opinion, that a decided and avowed protee-

" tion granted to him from this Government, wi l l be productive 

" of great public utility : but fhould you, and the other Gentlc-

" men of the Council, think proper to decline this, from motives 
M beft known to yourfelves, and of which I fhall not pretend to 
u judge, I beg leave humbly to reprefent, that the fboner H Y A T 

" SAHIB'S letter is acknowledged, the more fàtisfactory it w i l l be 

to him, and the more efficacious in its probable good confe-
4 6 quences. 



" I am ready and anxious to proceed immediately to the other 

* coaft with the anfwer to H Y A T S A H I B , and fhall take the liber-
M ty of hoping that you wi l l give me inftrucfions to remain fome 

" time with him, that he may have an opportunity of tranfmit-

" ting, through me, any communication that he may wifh to 

" eftablifh with this Government. I have the pleafure to inform 

" you, that that Prefidency to which I particularly belong, have 

" granted me their confent to be employed in the final arrange-

" ment of the Bidanore treaty, fhould your Board think proper to 

" choofe me as a fit perfon ; and they have further unanimoufly 

" done me the honour to approve of my conduct in the commence-

" ment of this bufinefs. 

" W i t h refpect to the appoinments you may judge right to 

" allow me, I truft entirely to your own ideas of propriety.. I 

" wifh for nothing more than what is fufficicnt to defray the ex-

" pences of fuch a journey, and to enable me to maintain that 

" character in a fituation of this kind which is rcquifite to pro-

" mote the public good.. 

u I have the honour to be, with the greatelt refpc6fc, 

" H O N O U R A B L E SIR,, 

** Your moft faithful and moft obedient fervant, 

** D O N A L D C A M P B E L L / * ' 

After 

• 



^fcter fome delay, I received inftruclions, together with a 

"letter from M r . H A S T I N G S for. H Y A T , with f Iwhich fa let off iu 

order to deliver it into his own hands, as follpws ; ^ . 

- l imina} to vtinunoqqo nn avud YBOI ad imh t mid dnw omit '* 

L E T T E R TO CAPTAIN DONALD CAMFIiEl.!., 

mrohii ot>uà»9tq tdi grarf 1 .tommrmO 8tdJ : ! î ivr ifEbfefb » 
" SIR, 

" I have it in command from the Honourable the Governor-

" General and Council, to tranfmit you the inclofed anfwer from 

" the Governor-General to the letter which you brought from 

" H Y A T S A H I B , the Foufdar of Bidanore, to this Government, 

" upon the occafion of his furrendering that Country to the 

" Company* As you propofe to return to Bidanore, the Board 

" requelt that you wi l l deliver this anfwer in perfon to II Y A T 

" S A H I B , with affurances from them of every protection and 

" fupport which the eminent fervices rendered by him to the 

" Company give bim fo good a right to expect, and which they 

" have it in their power to grant ; and you wil l acquaint him, 

" that they have further agreed to recommend him in fuch terms 

" to the Honourable the Court of Directors, as may encourage 

" him to hope for every attention from their juïlice. 

" Considering the great importance of the acquilition of B i -

" danore to the Company, its proportionable difadvantage to 

" the enemy, and the magnitude of the object to be obtained 
M by holding out every pofîible incitement and encouragement 

" to 



to the Managers of the M y fore Country, to throw ôtfa new and 
4 4 unfettled dependence on the enemy's Government, in order to 

" obtain a more fecure and beneficial tenure from the Company's 

" poÛeffiou, the Board are the more readily inclined to afford this 
4 4 early return to the advances of H Y A T S A H I B , in the hope 
u that it w i l l infpire him with frefh confidence iu the Englifh 

" Government, and rivet his attachment to it* 
4 4 It wi l l be at your option, either to return immediately with 

" H Y A T SAHIB'S anfwer to the Governor-General's letter, i f you 
4 4 mall deem it of fufficient confequence to require it, or to re-

" main with him, i f you conceive that your relidcnce there for 
4 4 any time w i l l be more conducive to the public interefts ; but, 
4 4 in either eafe, you are defircd to report the particulars of your 
4 4 reception and proceedings to this Government, with any other 

4 4 information which you may think it ufeful for them to know. 
4 4 I am, SIR, 

4 4 Your mof! obedient, humble fervant, 
4 4 J . P. A U R I O L , Sec? 

44 Fort William, May 29, 1783." 

It would be unpardonable in me to let this OCCafion pafs, 

without cxpretfmg the high fenfe I entertain of M r . HASTINGS'S 

politenefs, and Sir J O H N M A C P H E R S O N ' S kindnefs and hofpitality, 

during my flay at Calcutta. As to M r . H A S T I N G S , in his public 

X capacity, 



( Kfe ) 
capacity, it would be prefumptuous and injudicious to fay much, 

as be now Hands for the judgment of the higheft Tribunal in this 

Country. M y own obfervation leads mc to confider him as a 

man or found, acute and brilliant talents, and of a vaft and com-

prehcnfivc mina—of manners ibciable, amiable, meek and un­

affected--- and of a difpofition truly benevolent. His fuperior 

knowledge of the political intercfls of Indofhm, and particularly 

of the aiTairs of the Eaft India Company, has never been queftion-

ed ; and, i f the fu fir age of the People of India may be allowed to 

decide, his conduct as Governur-General, though, like every thing 

human, intermixed with error, was, on the whole, great and lau­

dable—for I declare I fcarcely ever heard a man in India, N a ­

tive or European, cenfure him, although he was often the fub­

ject of converfation with all pcrfons and in all companies in the 

Eaft. 

The focial virtues of Sir J O H N M A C P I I E R S O N are f o u ell 

known, that it would be fuperfluous to notice them. The lame 

friendfhip and hofpitality I experienced in his houfe, has been 

fhared by many, who are not backward in doing him ample juftice 

on that head. But his conduct during his fhort adminiftratioii 

can be known only by thofe who make the political concerns of 

India a fubject of ftudious attention. T o enter into a detail of 

his various wife regulations for the reitoration of tire Company'^ 

affairs, would be deftructive of the end I propofe, which is, by a 

concife and fimple fummary of the whole, to render a fair picture 

of 



of his adminiftration fo clear as to be underftood by any perfon, 

however ignorant he may be of the politics of that Country, and 

fo brief as not to difcourage the reading of it. 

Sir J O H N M A C P H E R S O N took the reins of Government into 

his hands on the firft of February, i yS5. He found the Com­

pany's revenues diminiihed, and their expenditure increafed, by the 

continual claims of Proprietors, Directors, and Minifters, to a 

ihare in the patronage of M r . H A S T I N G S — a n d a public debt ac­

cumulating to an enormous amount. He therefore faw the ne­

cefiity of putting in practice every expedient poftible, and trying 

every experiment that the ftate of the Country fuggefted, as likely 

to promote an incrcafe of the revenue, a diminution of the public-

expenditure, and a liquidation of the debt. He, therefore, 

•on the fourteenth day of his adminiftration, commenced a re­

form, which he continued with indefatigable zeal and induftry to 

introduce through the various departments of Government—and, 

.beoinnins: with himfelf, difcharg;cd his bodv-e;uards. Whi le he 

was thus employed in India, the Company and Parliament in 

England were unremittingly engaged m cuniidering and moid:.' ; 

into fhape a fyftem of reform alio ; and, extraordinary as it mav 

appear, the fact is, that the fagacity of M r . M A C P I I E R S O N had 

.adopted by anticipation, and actually reduced to practice, the 

identical ipeeulative reforms which the Parliament and Com pan v 

were proceeding upon in England ; and the general plan of re­

form which palled the Court of Directors on the eleventh'^:/ 

X 2 Apr i l . 



Apri l , 1785, had been actually carried into execution by Sir 

JOHN MACPHERSON in Bengal, in the months of February, 

March and Apr i l , 1785. He made arrangements for the diffu-

tion of knowledge—cftablifhed the fettlement of Pulo Penan?, or 

Prince of \Valcs 1s Ifland—fettled the Bank of Calcutta ou a firm 

balis—regulated the markets—and, by a plan of his own concep­

tion, fecured the Company from the accuftomed fraudulent com­

portions with Zemindars, by bonding their balances, and making 

the bonds cancelable only by the Court of Directors. In fine, he 

introduced and carried into effect a fyftem of reform which had a 

moft fudden and falutary effect on the Britifh affairs in India ; and 

in an adminiftration of only eighteen months, he had the felicity to 

perceive the fruits of his wifdom and induflry maturing—to re­

ceive that beft of earthly rewards, the eftecm and applaufe of his 

Fellow-citizens—and to be honoured by the beft of Sovereigns 

with the dignity of a Baronet. 

W hi l e I was at Sir J O H N M A C P H E R S O N ' S houfe, I happened, 

in converfation one day with M r . M A C A U L E Y , Sir JOHN'S Secre­

tary, to be talking over fome part of my adventures ; and found 

to my aflonifhment, that he had, in his route to India, accident­

ally hired the very fervant whom I had loft at Trielte by fending 

"him for letters to Venice ; and M r . M A C A U L E Y affured me, that 

he found him poffeffed of all the good qualities I had expected to 

meet in him : but the poor fellow had died before my arrival at 

Calcutta, to my great mortification and difappointment. 
A s 



As the feafon in which I was to leave Calcutta was very un­

favourable for a voyage by fea, and the coaft thereabouts is one of 

the mofl inhofpitable in the world, I fet off by land for M dras, 

and in my way had an opportunity of iurveying that curious and 

grotefque monument of fuperftitious folly, called the Jagranaut 

Pagoda. It is an immenfc, barbarous ftructure, of a kind of 

pyramidal form, embellifhed with devices cut in ftone-work, not 

more lingular than difgufting. Chriftian Idolators, in forming 

types and figures of divine beings, always endeavour to reprefent 

them with perfonal beauty, as proportionate to their divine 

nature as human fkill can make it. Thofe Pagans, on the con­

trary, in forming their idols, caff out every veffige of beauty— 

every thing that, by the confent of Mankind, is fuppofed to con­

vey pleating fenfations ; and, in their place, fubftitute the moft 

extravagant, unnatural deformity, the mofl' loathfome naflinefs, 

the moft difgufting obfeenity. It is not in language to convey an 

adequate idea of their temples and idols; and i f it was, no pur-

pofe could be anfwered by it, only the excitement of painful and 

abominable fenfations. T o keep pace with the figures of their 

idols, a chief Bramin, by fome accurfed artificial means, (by 

herbs, I believe), has brought to a moft unnatural form, and 

enormous dimenfions, that which decency forbids me to mention ; 

and the pure and fpotlefs women, who from infancy have been 

fhut up from the fight of men, even of their brothers, are brought 

to 
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to kifs this difgufting and misfhapen monfler, under the pre­

posterous belief that it promotes fecundity. 

In this Pagoda {lands the figure of Jagranaut, (their god un­

der Brama) ; and a fightly figure it is truly [—nothing more than 

a black ftone, in an irregular pyramidal form, having two rich 

diamonds in the top by way of eyes, and a nofe and mouth painted 

red. For this god, five hundred Priefts are daily employed in 

boiling food, which, as he lèldom eats it, they doubtlcfs convert 

to their own ufe in the evening. 

I flopped at Vizagapatnarn fora few days with M r . R U S S E L , 

who was Chief of that place. His ftyle of living was lb exactly 

similar to that of an elegant family rcfiding at their countn -houfe 

in England, that I felt myfelf more happy and comfortable than 

I had been fince my arrival in India ; and that happinefs was much 

increafed by meeting M r . M A X T O N , who was married to M r . 

R C S S K L ' S daughter. This Gentleman and I had, when mere 

boys, been fhipmates on our firft going out to India : a warm 

friendfhip took place between us, which has met with no inter­

ruption, but rather increafed from lapfe of time, and greater ha­

bits of intimacy. T o fee a man whom I f<> entirely effeemed, in 

poffoflion of the moil perfect dorneftic felicity, and furrounded by 

a number of amiable connections and friends, was tome a iubject 

of the moft pleaiing contemplation. 
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L E T T E R LXIII. 

LEAVING Vizagapatam, I took rriy route along the 
ctwkft, and arrived àt Mafulipatam, where I heard rumours of the 
unfortunate fate of General M A T H E W S . This threw fuch a damp 
upon my fpirits, that all the hoipitality and kindnefs of Mr. 
D A N I E L , the Chief, could icarccly raife me from defpondence; 
and on my arrival at Madras, T found the whole amply com­
f1 rmed. 

As H Y A T S A H I B ' S affair yet remained unfettled, and I consi­

dered myfelf in a degree pledged to obtain him fome latisfacfion 
for his fervices in furrendering the Province of Bidanore, and to 
fulfil inv engagements with him and the Supreme Council, 1 de-
termined to proceed to Bombay, notwithstanding the dilafter of Ge­
neral M A T H E W S , which had entirely crufhed all my private pro­
jects in that quarter, and to co-operate with H Y A T S A H I B in fuch 
mealures as might yet remain to us for promoting the public good. 
I left Madras, therefore, and profecuted my journey without any 
material interruption until 1 reached Palamcotah, where the cf jiin 
arifmg from my various difappointments, co-operating with : ; ..e 
and climate, threw me into a fit of ficknefs, which confined me 

to 



to my bed for five or fix weeks. Upon recovering a little, 1 
crawled on to Anjengo, where, at the houfe of Mr. H U T C H I N S O N , 

the Rendent, (who treated me with cordial kindnefs), I waited 
for an opportunity of getting to Bombay, and during that time 
laid in a flock of ftrength and fpirits : at length a Europe fhip 
touching at Anjengo on her way to Bombay, I obtained a paffage, 
Kind proceeded. 

At Bombay I found H V A T S A H J H , it having been deemed ex­
pedient to lend him away from Bidanore on the approach of 
T I P P O O with his arm v. where I received from him a confirma-
tion of what I have ftated refpedling General M A T H E W S re­
ceiving only two lacks of rupees and a necklace. And now, as 
peace was negociating between us and T I P P O O , and my remaining 
on the Malabar coaft could be of little ufe, I determined to return 
to the Carnatic. And here I have an incident to add to the many 
difâgreeable occurrences of my life, in which, with intentions the 
moft innocent, I was made the fubject of obloquy and unmerited 
fcandal. 

Juft at the time I was leaving Bombay, a young Lady, the 
daughter of a perfon formerly of high rank in India, and now a 
Member of Parliament, but whofe name it would be ufelefs to 
mention, wifhed to return to the Carnatic ; and I, at tlve requeft 
of herfelf, and another Lady with whom fhe lived, unguardedly 
took charge of her during the journey. Before our departure, 
I reflected upon the difficulties and impropriety of this ftep, and 

com-



communicated my ideas to the Ladies, who, inftead of lilfening 

to the objections I {farted, preffed me to fulfil my promife : I con­

tented, purely from principles of politenefs and good-nature. 

During the courte of our journey, {lie unfolded to me, of her own 

accord, certain acts of cruelty and injuff ice fhe had fullered from her 

father, at the infligation of her mother-in-law, with a flory of her 

innocence having fallen, and her reputation having been deftroyed* 

by a connection of the Lady under whofe charge fhe was, and 

who for that reafon had prcifed her departure with me; and added, 

fhe was lb difguited with India, that fhe determined to quit it ; 

and entreated me to afîifl her in the accomplishment of her 

wifhes. I difapproved, in the moi l unqualified terms, -of her 

project:—gave her the beft and moft diiinterefted advice—and, 

through the whole difagreeable bufinefs which was imputed upon 

me, acted merely with a view to her honour and happinefs ; and 

feveral of the molt resectable people in Palamcotah, where flic 

paffed fome time, and at Madras, where fhe afterwards reiided, 

could attefl the delicacy of my conduct towards her, as well as 

the concern and intereft I took in every thing that was l ikch to 

be of advantage to her. 
im'ir' ' 1 ^ •• ri ^ioij^ a in o n . nicii OJ IVAJJ** . ' . 

This is a fair flatement of the matter ; and yet, on accoimt of 
it .1 was moft umimoufly fcandalizcd ; and the fcandal reached 

ta K . tf"3q OT ^ w j i n w 
oven the cars of my father, whom, however, I loon fathhed OH 

that heal. But that which &UU2 mc to the quick was the QQ 

dut tof fome of my own relations, (who, i f they even could'not 
Y jullify 
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juftify or approve, ought at leaft to have been filent), in becoming 

the moft virulent of my detractors---though, when the character 

of thofe very relations had on former occafions been reflected 

upon, I flood up and defended them at the imminent hazard of 

my life. Such conduct appeared to me moft atrocious; for, 

whether from affection, feltifhnefs, or pride, I always ftrenuoufly 

fupportcd my relations, i f I heard them traduced in their ab-

fence—and, when I was not able to juftify their proceedings, at 

leaft 'fuppreffed the converfation. T o a man who had uniformly 

acted fo, were there even no reciprocation of family affection, 

mutual juftice demanded different treatment from that I expe­

rienced, which could have fprung only from depravity of heart, • 

poverty of intellect, and the moft abjc6l meannefs of fpirit. And 

what is remarkable on this, as well as on other occafions, thofe 

who had been under the grcateft obligation to my father and my-

iclf, were the moft inveterate. 

O n the death of my father, looking over his papers in the 

prefence of the Deputy Sheriff of Argyl l , and three other Gen­

tlemen, we met with a letter on the fubject from the young Lady's 

father to mine, reflecting in a grofs manner on my character. I 

directly wrote to that Gentleman, explaining the whole affair, and 

demanding juftice to be done to my reputation. Upon an ecclaire-

ciffement of the matter, he wrote to me a complete apology, ac­

knowledging that he had acted on that occafion through mifrepre­

fentation, and had too eafily given credit to ill-founded reports ; and 

laying, 



( ni ) 

faying, that as the letter in queftion had, by" the perufal of the 

Deputy Sheriff and other Gentlemen, in fome meafure become a 

matter of public notoriety, he thought it incumbent on him to 

make that apology, and to exprefs his fincere regret for any detri­

ment I might have fuftained, by his yielding unguardedly to a fud­

den impulfe of paflion, caufed, as he was then perfectly convinced, 

by miftnformation. 

Thus was my character at once cleared of a calumny which 

the induftrious villany of a few had contrived to propagate through 

every fpot of the earth where I was known. 

This ftory may ferve as an inftrucf ive leffon to you, my F R E ­

D E R I C K , to avoid, in the very firft inftance, any connection with 

women that in the probable courfe of things can lead to private 

acts of confidence : they are at beft indifcreet—tend, as in this' 
cafe, to make a man a dupe—and never fail to lead to fcandal anâ 

reproach. Y o u wi l l alfo, from the letter of the Lady's father, 

found eight or ten years after i t was written among my father's 

papers, fee the impropriety and hazard of committing your 
thoughts incautioufly to paper. J have known it frequently, as in 

this inftance, end in mortification and regret. 
, i i u h r J "̂1 oi îgàpwio iï Hal I ^noiftdftoq ?'yuzqtnoO 901 Ite iïomfa 

Eefore quitting entirely the Malabar coaft, I took a trip to 
Surat, which amply repaid mc for my trouble. It furpaffe.-. any 
part of India for extent and variety of commerce, for populous 
•Meet- and iuburbs, and for a continually moving fcene of opulence. 



For a more minute account of it, I refer you to the Abbé R A Y -

N A L , who, though not generally accurate, is fo elegant, that you 

wi l l be able, from his deicrlption, to forma lively conception of 

the place, and its fingular cuftoms. 

. Here I was received in a very friendly manner by M r . S E T O N . 

And indeed 1 may now once for all declare, that at every place 

where I flopped, and every poll I paffed, from my leaving Eng­

land t i l l my return, I experienced the moft kind and liberal recep­

tion, and the moft afiiduous attention : my wants of every kind, 

whether of veffels, boats, guards of Sepoys, letters of introduc­

tion, &c. being fupplied by anticipation, I had fcarcely occahon 

to make a requefl, or exprefs a wifh ; nor was the attention 

fhewn to the public fervice lefs than that which was manifefled 

for my private convenience. T o kindnefs fo truly confolatory as 

if then was to me, I never look back without fentiments of un-, 

bounded gratitude and unfeigned acknowledgment. 

M y journeys by land in India after my Shipwreck, indepen­

dent of long voyages by fea, amounted to more than three thou­

fand miles. After getting back to Madras, my health being ma­

terially injured, I refolved to return to England : hut, having feen, 

almoff all the Company's poffefftons, I felt a curiofity to fee China, 

and determined to make that my way. T o render this route 

more agreeable to me, Lord M A C A R T N E Y , in addition to. his-

other favours, gave me tlie following handfome letter of iiv-

* traduction 
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traduction to Mr. P I G ou, the Company's chief Supercargo at 

Canton : 

" Fort St. George, July 23, IIS*. 
" SIR, 

" This letter will be dilivered to you by Captain DONALD 
" CAMPBELL, of this Enrablifhment-—a Gentleman who has fig-

" nalized himfelf on many occafions, but more particularly by 
< c his ability and addrefs in accomplishing the furrender of the 

" fort of Bidanore, at which place he had been long a prilbner. 

" His ill irate of health contracted there, renders a voyage to 

" China, perhaps to Europe, abfolutely neceffary. Should he 

" remain any time at your Settlement, I fhall be much obliged 

" to you for any attention and civility fhewn to him ; and I fhall 

*' be happy, on any occafion you may afford me, of returning 

" your polite attention to an Officer of fo much merit as Captain 

" CAMPBELL, and of proving how much I am* 

" SIR, 
'* Your moft obedient and mofl humble fervant, 

" MACARTNEY." 

'** To William Henry Pigou, Efq. 
i)i rty t*ffRX> f>j .•i'jfnir»rn l*krg«TSj na ni Jtata oralis- tii3in L ; 

I had alfo a letter to Mr. F R E E M A N , another Supercargo 

there; by whom, as well as by Mr. P I G O U , I was treated with 

great politenefs : and Mr. F R E E M A N being obliged to leave Canton, 

and 



and go to Macao, (or the recovery of his health, invited me £p 

accompany him there. I availed myfelf of the opportunity ; 

and, as we went all along through the rivers, had an opportunity 

of feeing more of the Country than many of the Europeans who 

vifit that Country. W i t h the obfervations which I made in the 

courfe of this excurlion and my refidence at Canton, I would 

furnifh you, but that Lord M A C A R T N E Y ' S Embaffy is juif returned 

from that Country ; and there is every reafon to hope that he„ or 

fome of the Gentlemen who attended him, and who poffefs fupe-

rior abilities and more ample materials, w i l l favour the Public 

with a much more perfect account than mine could poiîibly be. 

Whi le I remained at Canton, a very difagreeable rupture took 

place between the Factory and the Chinefc. A n Englifli fhip 

lying at Wampoa, in fkluting, mattered a Chincfe boat ; by which 

accident, two men in it were much hurt with the fplinters, and one 

of them died of his wounds foon after. The matter was clearly 

explained to the Mandarins ; and they feemed to be finished that 

it was merely an accident. A few days after, the Supercargo of 

the fhip was forcibly feized, and carried into the city : the Council 

met, and determined to lend for the Sailors from the fhips ; and in 

the evening after dark, fifteen or fixteen boats, with four or five 

hundred men, attempted, in an irregular manner, to come up to 

Canton—were fired upon by the Chinele boats and forts in pafling, 

and, with a few men wounded, were compelled to retreat. 

Nothing could iurpals the confirmation and indecifion of the 

Council ; 
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Council ; and after the molt humiliating language, they were 

obliged to appeafe the Chincfc, and fettle the affair by giving up 

the gunner of the fhip to their refentment. 

O n the 29th December, 1784, I embarked in the Ponfborne 

Eaft-Indiaman, Captain H A M M E T , in which I had come from 

Madras to China ; and, after a tolerable voyage of five months 

and two days, got on board a fifhing-boat off Falmouth, and was 

put on fhore there, having been exactly four years and five days 

from England. 

Such was my impatience to fee you, that I wrote from 

Falmouth for you to meet me at Bath. W e arrived there the 

fame day ; and never in my life did I experience fuch transport as in 

firft prefiing you to my bofom : I found you all that my heart could 

wifh ; and I mufl, in juftice to my opinion, aver, that not one 

action of your life has tended fince to give me a moment's pain : on 

the contrary, I have every reafon to be fatisfied that my fanguine 

hopes of you wi l l be realized. The turn of your thoughts and 

actions have been vigilantly watched and clofcly examined by me ; 

and from your affection to myfelf and your mother, your gentle 

deportment to my domeftics, your franknefs and candour with 

your brother and fchool-fellovvs—even from your fondnefs for your 

favourite dog Pompey, and frequent filent contemplations of the 

etchings of his countenance, I have drawn the moft pleafing 

prefages of purity and innocence of heart, fweetnefs of temper, 

and refined honour and generofity. If it pleafes G O D to fpare 

your 
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iour lire, and ilrengthen your constitution, I fhall ftill be the hap-

pieft of men, notwithstanding the inroad made upon my feelings 

by the hardfhips and afflictions I had undergone, o f which many 

arofê from unavoidable accident, and fome from malignant and 

unnatural perfecution, anting from bale envy, dictated by cow­

ardly revenge. I do not with you to know who the wretches are ; 

I only wifh you to know that fuch d etc ft able pallions do exift in 

human nature—that, warned by their wickednefs to me, you 

may, in your progrefs through life, be cautious, temperate and 

guarded. 

Another thing 1 am anxious to imprefs upon the mind, parti­

cularly, of your brother JOHN, is the danger of a warm, impetu­

ous temper. Many of the hazards and difficulties of my life arofe 

from the predominance of a fiery fpirit, and an ungovernable, 

miftaken ambition. A tinote inftance wi l l ferve to fhew it. 
9 

W h e n I was under the command of Captain, afterwards General 

MATHEWS, in his regiment of Cavalry, being cantoned at a 

place called Tuckolam, in the neighbourhood of extenhve woods, 

information was brought us that wild bulls infeftcd the neighbour­

ing villages, and had killed fome people : we prepared to enter 

the wood, and deftroy, i f poffible, thofe ferocious animals, which 

had become the terror and detraction of the contiguous country. 

The origin of thofe wild herds was this—From time immemo­

rial, a religious cuftom had prevailed among the Pagan inhabi­

tants, of offering a calf to the wood upon the accomplishment of 
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any favourite purpofe, fuch as the fafe delivery of his wife, or the 

obtaining an employment, &c . In procefs of time, thofe calves 

bred, and became numerous and incredibly fierce. Independent 

of protecting the defencelefs natives, it was in itfelf a molt inter­

esting kind of hunting. The mode of doing it was th is—A large 

party, well mounted, galloping in a body up to a great flock, and 

marking out the fierceft champion of the whole, attacked him 

with fwords and piitols. One day, a bull which was wounded, 

and thereby rendered more fierce, though not lefs vigorous, got 

poited in fome thick buihes, in fuch a manner as to be approached 

only in front : a whim of themoft extravagant kind came into my 

head, fuggefted by vain-glory and youthful fire—I thought it un­

generous for fo many to attack him at once ; and, wifhing to have 

the credit of fubduing him, I difmounted from my horfe, and at­

tacked him with a pike : I foon, however, had caufe to repent 

this rafh and unwarrantable ftep ; it had nearly been fatal to me— 

for the bull foon threw the pike into the air, and, had it not been 

for the very gallant exertions of my Brother Officers, who rode 

in upon him, and refcucd me at the moment that the brute's 

horns had touched my coat/1 muft have been killed. A n Indian 

Officer, who was in my troop, particularly diftinguifhed himfelf, 

at the imminent hazard of his life, the bull having tolled his horfe 

and himfelf to a diftance from his horns. A t this time 1 was 

but eighteen years of age, and had not the judgment to reflect, that 

Z if 
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it I had been killed, my fate would be attended with only 

pity or fcorn for my folly ; whereas, had I fucceeded, the whole 

reward of my danger would have been the ufêlefs applaufe of 

fome youngfters, idle and inconfiderate as myfelf—while my 

rafhnefs would have been reprobated by every man whofe good 

opinion was worth enjoying. One or two people who were pre­

fent at the time, are now living in great repute in England. W e 

fucceeded, however, in driving thofe wild cattle into the interior 

recclfes of the wood, dividing the fleth of thofe we killed among, 

fuch of the poor Sepoys as would cat it, and thereby rendered ef-

fential fervice to the contiguous villages. 

Often when I have heard, in coftee-houles and play-houfes, 

fome of our fporting fparks boafting of their prowefs over a timid 

hare or a feeble fox, I could not help recoiled ing with refpect the 

hunters of India, who chafe the deftruclivc monfters of 'the 

forcit—the boar, the tyger, the hyena, the bull, or the buffalo; 

and, while they iteel the nerves, animate the courage, and, by 

habitual deeds of pith, fit themfelves for war, render cfientiaj 

fervice to their fellow-creatures, and fave the lives and property 

of thoufands. Such greatnefs of fpirit, under the controul of 

good fenfe, and the direction of prudence, muit render a man 

refpect able—but, i f not managed with difcretion, leaves a man 

no other praife than that of a magnanimous madman. Take 

every opportunity, my dear F R E D E R I C K , of inculcating thefe 

precepts 



precepts in the mind of your brother : the natural warmth of hia 

temper often makes me fearful of the mifchievous confequences 

which I have myfèlf too often experienced—though, I thank 

G O D , it never Simulated me to revenge, or to a premeditate in ­

tention of injuring any one. 

I have already faid more than once, that I have a mofl perfecf 

convicf ion your amiable difpofition wi l l enfure to you the love of 

Mankind ; but it w i l l at the fame time fubject you to many impo-

fitions—to guard againfl; which, a great fhare of flernnefs is fome­

times neceffary : there is, befides, a certain degree of fortitude 

abfolutely requifite to give luflre to a gentle difpofition ; without 

it, meeknefs is thought timidity—modefty, weaknefs—-and the 

charming mildnefs of the forgiving heart, abufed as the pitiful re-

iburce of abject apprehenfion and a mean fpirit.. There are times, 

therefore, when the wickednefs of men,, and the cuftoms of the 

world, make it neceffary to lay afide the lamb, and affume the 

lion. E U R O P E at this moment prefents an awful and alarming 

crifis. In a neighbouring Country, the conduct of the higher 

claffes of fociety has produced a dreadful convulfion : focial order 

has been fubverted, and the ftability of property annihilated : all 

reafoning from the hiftory of former times is found inapplicable to 

the prefent : the fyftem of warfare itfelf has undergone a revolu­

tion ; and no man is able to fay from pofitive inference, " Thus 

wi l l it be to-morrow," Our infular fituation, thank G O D ! pro-

Z 2 tects» 



IcAs us : and the precarious footing upon which civi l order and 

property fraud in moft Countries on the Continent, make our 

ft ate in England enviable. The time is neverthelefs pregnant 

with extraordinary event ; and you are now approaching that age 

at which men fhould be ready to act at the call of their Country. 

It is therefore fitting for you to make fuch things the fubject of 

frequent contemplation—to habituate your mind to the meeting 

of danger, fb as to be ready, at a moment's warning, to lay down 

your life, i f neceffary, for the good of your1 Country ; for, after 

all , my F R E D E R I C K , what avails it whether we die in this way 

or in that ?—-to die with honour and a good conlcicncc, is all. 1 .et 

prejudice be laid atide—and who, poflciTed of common lenic. 

could hefitatc a moment to prefer death in the field, to death with 

the loathfome aggravation of iicknefs, the crocodile tears of pre­

tended friends, and the painful emotions and lamentations of 

thofe who really love us ? 

Finally, I muft obferve, that at the time I left India, the 

affairs of the Britifh Nation wore fo very lowering an afpect, all 

perfons acquainted with our concerns there, allowed nothing but a 

long feries of wife mcafures, with the beft efficient fervants to 

execute them, could reloue the Company from ruin. I am 

happy in being able now to ftate, without the pofiibility of con­

tradiction, that the clouds which menaced us in that quarter have 

iince been gradually difiipating beneath the mcafures of the BOARD 
of 



of C O N T R O U X , under the direction of Mr. D U N D A S ; and are at 
laft entirely diiperfed by the glorious adminiftration of Lord 
C O R N W A L L I S , whofe wifdom in the Cabinet tended no lefs to 
the fecurity, than his military talents, juftice and moderation, to 
the honour, of G R E A T B R I T A I N in the Eaft. The choice of 
fuch a perfon for the Government of India, reflects credit on His 
M A J E S T Y ' S Councils," and evinces that the paternal care and 
folicitudeof our amiable S O V E R E I G N extend to the moft remote 
part of the Empire. 

E N D OF P A R T i n . 




