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JOURNEY TO INDIA, &c.

L E T 'L E XE

Arrer pafling through an immenfe tra& of country,
diftinguithed by nothing that could ferve even as a circumftance
to mark and remember our daily journeys, but which I obferved
to grow manifeftly worfe, both in foil and climate, as we proceeded
Southward, we came in fight of the famous city of Bagdad, on
the feventh day from that on which we left Moful, and on the
cighteenth from that of my departure from Aleppo; in which
eighteen days we had rode fourteen hundred miles, partly through
a route which no European, 1 have reafon to believe, ever took
before.

On entering the city, I defired my guide to conduct me to the
houfe of a Merchant, to whom I had got letters of credit and intro-
duction. He,took me accordingly through the windings of feveral
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ftrects, and at 1aﬁ‘hﬂ<h3pped'at the door of an Armenian Merchant, or
Coja, where he made me alight, and come in. I was received with
great politenefs ; and, on producing my letter, found that he was
not the perfon to whom it was directed : I accordingly made a
fuitable apology, and was for rctlrmcr to find the houfe of the
proper “perfon, for vsluch purpofe the Armenian ‘offered me a
fervant, when, to my great aftonithment, my Tartar interfered
faid that it was to this Merchant he brought all his goods, and
that I muft remain where I was; at the fame time ordering the
Armenian, in a peremptory tone, to take charge of me, and ufe
me well. It was in vain that the Armenian endeavoured to ex-
plain to him the nature of the bufinefs, and that I infifted I muft
go to the other Merchant---HAssAN was peremptory, and de-
clared that I thould not. Tt was fo extremely outré and ridicu-
lous, that I could not be angry; and the good Armenian uniting
his voice with that of the Tartar, and entreating me to favour
him with my company, I acquiefced, and indeed remained in his
houfe all the time I was at Bagdad. This was proof p‘oﬁtiﬁc, if
any other than I already had was wanting, that he confidered me
merely as a piece of merchandife, which he was bound (according
to the language of Mcrchants) to deliver in good order and con-
dition.

I had undertaken, before leaving Aleppo, to give the cuide, if
he ated conformably to my wifhes, and behaved well, twenty
pounds over and above the hundred provided by the agreement’:" 1

therefore
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therefore fent for him, to fettle finally, and part. He had heard
that I was a perfon different from what he had fuppofed me to be :
but ‘it did not alter his conduét, as might be expeéted, or make
him ftoop to cringing ; he ftill fpoke with  the fame honeft, bold
familiarity ; and when T gave him the promifed twenty pounds,
he never hinted, cringed for, or even looked as if he expected
more : but' when we came to part, the feelings he difclofed, and
thofe T myfc}f félt, convinced me, that Man is not naturally that
brute which prejudice has made him ; and, when left to its'own |
operations, thehuman heart would be uniformly kindly, affetion-
ate, andfympathetic : the poot, rough, unpolithed Turk, betrayed
the {trongeft marks of {enfibility, and I myfelf once more felt the
uneafinefs of parting.

* I think this is the proper place to give you my opinion of the -
Turks, ‘while the recollection of honeft Hassan is freth in my
mind ; and T cannot do it better than by quoting the words of an
excellent French Writer---- :

¢ The Turks (fays M. du Lo1R) afe ‘naturally a good people,
« which is not to be afcribed to the climates for the Grecks borty
“ in the fame climate have very different difpofitions, and retain
“ only the bad qualities of their anceftors, viz. roguery, treachery,
“ and vanity, The Turks, on ‘the contrary, priding themfelves
“ on' their integrity and modefty, are diftinguithed in general by
“ an open, ihgehuous fimplicity of manners; courtiers only ex-
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s¢ cepted, who, in Turkey, as every where clfe, are the flaves of
¢ ambition and avarice.”

The name of Bagdad has been {o renowned in Eaftern ftory,
and is the fcene of fo many of thofe bewitching tales which we
find tranflated, or pretended to be tranflated, from the Arabic and
Perfian, that I felt great pleafure in {eeing it, and conceived my-
{zIf to be at the very fountain-head of marvellous adventure and
romance. Fraught with this idea, I was impatient to go forth
into the town; and notwithflanding the weather was beyond con-
ception hot, I paraded a number of fireets: but never did I, in
the courfe of my life, fee a place fo calculated to bely the opinion
one would form of it from the Eaftern tales. It appeared to me
to be among the moft difagrecable cities of the world, and has no
one circumf{tance that I could difcover to recommend it : the heat
is fo great, that in the Summer-time the inhabitants are forced to
keep their markets in the night, and to lie all night in the open
air on the terraces of their houfes.

The Armenian with whom I refided, did every thing in his
power to render the place agreeable to me; and I fhall always re-
tain a lively fenfe of his goodnefs and hofpitality : he was not only
generous and polite, but well informed, and pleafing in converfa-
tion. I took occafion to exprefs to him the difappointment 1 felt
at finding Bagdad fo very different from what I expeéted ; and
told him that I had, when a youth, learned to think highly of it,

or
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or rather romantically, from reading Eaftern tales. This led to a
converfation on the Arabian Nights Entertainments, a copy of
which he had in the Arabic, and produced it : he then fhewed
me, with great triumph, a French tranflation of them, printed at
Paris, which he had read, and declared that the tranflation was
nothing at all in comparifon with the. original. T believe he was
well qualified to Judgc, for he was a perfc& mafter of the French
language.

We talked of the Eaﬁem tale of the Glafs Man, who, in a re-
verie, increafes his ftock till he gets {o rich as, in imagination, to
marry the Cadi’s daughter, &c. &c. and in kicking his wife, kicks
all his glaffes about, and deftroys the whole of his vifionary for-
tune. I praifed the humour of it much---Sir,” faid he, « there is
nothing in it that may not be experienced frequently in actual life :
thofe waking dreams are the ufual concomitants of opium : aman
who has accuftomed himfelf to the pernicious praétice of eating
opium, is conftantly fubje&t to them. I have, in the courfe of my
time, found a thoufand of thofe dreamers holding forth in the ple-
nitude of imaginary power. I have feen a common porter become
Cadi, and order the baftinado. I havé feen a wretched tailor raifed
by the effeéts of opium to the office of Agaof the Janiffaries, de-
pofing the Sultan, and ordering the bow-ftring to all about him.
I have feen fome indulging in the blandithments of love with Prins
éeﬁ"cs, and others wallowing in the wealth of Golconda. But the
moft extraordinary vifionary of this kind I ever met with, was one

who
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who imagined himfelf trahflated to P ﬂl?&difp,\mqual to Mahomet,
and fitting by the fide of  that prophet, argaing with him ia de-
fence of the ‘wfe 6f wine and opiom: he argued; moft, ihgenioudly,
liftened in filence to the fuppoted arguments of i adverfaryy an~
fwered them, replied; rejoined, -and fill 'argueéd on=r-tilly | growing
atlafbangry, he fwore that hevas as a good a prophet as him, 'did
not care a! fig for’him, and called him fool anil falfe Iprophet. | A
Turk who was prefent, in the fulnefs of his zeal, laid a ftiek . very
heavily acréfs his Thoulders, anid, put: an end 'to the vifion ; and ne-
ver did I {ee a wretch{o abject, fo forlorn; or o) miferably-defpond-
g3’ he put his forehiead to the ground, which he wet with his
tears, erying, Meércy, Mahomet ! miesey, holy Prophet ! mercy,
“Alal<--nor could he find relief (fuchis the ruin of opium) il he got
a freth fupply of it in his mouth, which foon; gave him & WBP‘H“TY
mfpltc from the horrors of his fithation’’ . ),
“Unqueftionably, Bagdad wds once a great cityy: of ﬂqunﬂamg
c_ommerce ; but the Sultan AvMurATH the Foutth, when he made
himfelf mafter 1of it, put the richett Merchants fettled there to
death ;' and it has ever fince gradually declined. - About tywo days
journey from it, lie the ruins of the once famous city of Babylons
I was much difpofed to go to fee it, and thence drop down  the
Euphrates to Baflora: but my Armenian hoft told me there was
nothing in it to recompenfe a perfon for half ‘the trouble ; for, of
that magnificent city, which was fixty miles in circimference,
which was encompafled with walls eighty-feven feet in thicknefs,
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and three hundred and fifty in height, nothing was to be feen but
the bare foundations of fome great edifices. The Tower of Belus,
and the Palace of Nebuchadnezzar, lie with the reft in undiftin-
guithed ruin. The greateft curiofities, then, were, in the firft
place, the ruins of a building faid to be the famed Tower of Babel,
which appeared to have been half a league in compafs; and the re-
mains of a vaft bridge over the Euphrates, where it is half a league
broad. :
I -vas not more anxious to arrive at the city of Bagdad than 1
was to leave it ; and having written letters, and put them in a way
of being forwarded to Europe, Itook leave of my friendly hofpi-
table Armenian, and, with a thoufand acknowledgments for his
kindnefs, fet out on horfeback to a place on the Tigris, where I
embarked in a boat, in order to proceed to Baffora. This river,
known fince the firft records of human exiftence by Geographers,
is remarkable for its rapidity, whence, PrLiny fays, it has the
name of Tigris, (in the Median language, a dart); and for its
extraordinary courfe, which is in many places.under ground, rifes
in Armenia, finks into the earth near mount Taurus, and runs
under a mountain---then rifing at the other fide, follows its courfe
through the lake Thefpites---again finks frequently under ground,
and continues hid at one time for a {pace of twenty-five miles;
where, once more emerging, it glides along with a very rapid
ftream, meets the Euphrates at a place called Korna, pafles through

Bafora, and falls into the Perfian Gulph,
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 As the boat in which I taok muy! paffage had no convenience for
axcluding th violence of the fun, except an awning, I fuffered
extremely from the heat. The river itfelf was grand ; but ‘the
banks, and contiguous country, contained nothing to attra& no-
tice-:no objeét to diverfify the dreary, deferted afpeét of the fcene
=-~nothing to afford room for refletion, or give birth to a new
idea. 1 do not remember to have ever paffed through fuch a vaft
extent of country, {o uniformly dull and uninterefting. The only
thing that ferved to keep the mind alive, was the apprehenfion of
robbers, who, in great numbers, hover over this river, and plun-
der paflengers,  'We had taken care, on leaving Bagdad, to be
‘well provided with fire-arms ; and they didus yeomen’s fervice---
for we were frequently attacked by robbers with a view to plun-
der, but found that a fhot or two difperfed and fent them off in
confternation.  One night, however, in paffing a creek, we per-
ceived feveral boats ilﬁii.ng from it, in gifegt order, and in a man-
ner that evinced method and premédftation: we filently prepared
for their reception, and were _*complc‘trdy ready to ‘;neet them
warmly, while they thought us quite unprepared, and uncon-
fcious of their approach: tfley firft endeavoured to board us by .
furprife : wifhing rather to frighten than to kill them, we began
by firing over their heads ; on which they fet up the moft horrible
thouts, and rufhed on with a tumultuous rapidity, making the
moft terrible noife, in order to intimidate us: they were by this
time quite near us; we therefore took aim at them, and let fly,
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and immediately perceived them in great confufion, fome of the
boats lofing their helm, and falling with the ftream on the others:
at laft we faw them fheer off, and they gave us no farther trouble.

LETTER, XLIV, .

Ar’rnn eight or ten as difagreeable daysas I.remémber
to havé fpent in my life, weakened with inceffant watching;
haraffed with bodily fatigue, and melted with the exceflive heat
of the fun, I arrived at the city of Baflora, where I was received
with the utmoft hofpitality by Mr. LaTovcu, the Company's
Refident from Bombay, who did every thing poffible for my
accommodation, and procured me every inftruétion réfpeéting my
further progrefs.

This city, as well as Bagdad, is famous in marvellous ftory.
The country about it is confidered by the natives as the beft fpot
in Afia, though the burning winds annoy and frequently deftroy
travellers, overwhelming them with mountains of hot fand,
driven, Iiké wavés of the fea, before the tempeft out of the
neighbouring deferts. ~It-carriés on a great trade, ad isinhabited
by vaft numbers of Chriftians and Jews: The Englith and
Dutch have factories here, as well for the purpofe of commerée,
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as the tranfit of difpatches, by ‘way of Damafcus and Aleppo,
to. Europe. The richeft merchandife of India and Europe are
brought here in caravans; and its opulence is greatly increafed
by the caravans of Pilgrims, who pafs through it on their way to
Mecca, and pay great duties, bartering for many rich commodities.
The horfes of this place are celebrated for their fuperior excel-
lence: it is faid that they will run thirty hours without meat or
drink ; I doubt the fa&t, and fhould be forry to fee fo inhuman an
experiment tried.

One comfortable circumftance attending Baffora is, that at
night the ftreets may be walked with perfect fafety at all hours.
It is fubjet to an Arab Prince, who is tributary to the Turk,
“and whofe revenue is very great, as well from the above-men-
tioned caufes, as becaufe he gives full hberty to all Nations to
come and trade to his capital.

- From Baflora T took my paffage in a date-boat going to
Mufkat, expecting to get from thence a {peedy paflage to Bombay ;
but the boat fprung a leak at fea, and we were obliged to run into
Butheer, where I was very hofpitably received and entertained by
Mr. GALLEY, the Company’s Refident.

There really feemed to be an unufual fatality attending me
throughout the whole of my journey. You will recolle&, in the
firft inftance, I was prevented, by the war with France, from going
by the direét route which I fhould otherwife have taken, and
obliged to pafs through the Low Countries and Germany---In the

next
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next place, at Venice I was difappointed in obtaining a paffage to
Latachea; and, immediately on'the heels of  that, loft my fervant
at Triefte, by fending him  for letters to Venice-«-Afterwards,
when 1 had gone to Alexandria with expe@ation of .travelling
through Egypt, and viewing that interefting part of the world, I
found myfelf pré\;ented by the unhappy circumftances of the
country---the plague raging in Alexandria, and all the roads
being blocked up by an incurfion of the Arabs. “Thus mortified
and difappéintéd, I turned about, in order to make my way in
another diretion ; and arriving at Cyprus, found, to my infinite
furprife and regret, thatan ep1dem1c difeafe, little fhort of the
plague, prevailed there, and fwept off the inhabitants i ‘great
numbers : when, after furmounting all thofe obftacles, I arrived at
Aleppo, the firft information I got was, that the caravan was
gone, and that it would be a long time before another would be
ready; and my departure from Aleppo was attended with circum-
ftances no lefs inaufpicious than my entrance---At Moful I expe-
rienced another difappointment, by the river’s being dried up,
and rendered impracticable by boats---My paffage from Baflora to
Mufkat was impeded by the veffel fpringing a leak---And now,
when at laft Thoped to get from Butheer to Bombay, I was
ftopped by the intelligence that the Gulph was blocked up by
French privateers, infomuch as no veflel could hope to efcape. 1
was therefore obliged to remain at Bufheer, till a Company’s

frigate, commanded by Captain Harpy, and foon expe€led,
‘ thould
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thould afford me an opportunity of proceeding to Bombay. Time,
howcver,' brought  that period about; and I took my f;aﬁ'age, and
arrived {afe at Bombay, where I {oon after embarked on board a
Eortugua.ﬁ, veflel, being the only, conveyance that offered for me
to proceed to Madras: fhe was. firft bound fo Goa, a;id we ar-
rived fafely at that ifland, where I was received with great polite-
nefs, and treated with the moft friendly attention, by Mr.
Hensuaw, the Englith Refident. ' ;

- Goa belongs to the Portuguefe : the cheroy of that Nation lives
there in great pomp, - It waseonce the {cene of the moft aborninable
cruelties, exercifed by that flagitious people on the natives, under
pretended zeal for Chriftianity---1 had read )the Abbé RAYNAL's
glowing defcription of it; and as I trod the ground,” my frame
trembled at the thoughts of the maflacres perpetrated there.

I'was impatient to get from Goa,,and yet I looked forward to my
departure with a {ecret uncafinefs, for which I was entirely unable
to account---F wifhed to proéée_d, and yet fome fecret forei)oding
whifpered to, my heart that; I was on the verge of calamity: fo
powerful was it, and {o obftinate, that I could neither reafon away
its admonitions, nor reﬁﬂ‘:ii'_cs impreflions 3 and fomething inceffantly
told me, in as plain lénguage,‘ as if a human being dpoke, that I
thould fuffer a dreadful misfortune. - As I had all my life been an
enemy to fuperftition, 1 felt my fpirit infulted, and my underftand-
ing degraded, by the involuntary victory which I allowed to this
impreffion---I combated it with reafon, with ridicule, with {elf-

contempt
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contempt---all 'in vain: in fpite of me, I became the very ﬂaw; of"
gloomy prefentiment; and in arder to get the fuccedareous aid of
a friend’s reafon, as well as to be prepared, I communicated the
ftate of my feelings to Mr, HENs#aw. In.vain he endeavoured
to cheer me : all he could do was to give me his counfel ; in confe-
quence of which I actually fettled all my aftairs up to that day,
made my will, left it with My. Hensuaw, and, full of dreadful
forebodings of thipwreck, went on board a Portuguefe {now beund
to Madras. © .. Rooits ‘

It was now' the eighteenth day of May when we failed from
Goa. The hemifphere had been for fome days overcaft with clouds:
fome light thowers of rain had fallen; and you may conclude that
it did not tend to raife my fpirits, or free me from my ominous ap-
prehenfions, to hear that thofe circumftances indicated an approachy’
ing gale of wind, I obferved, morcover, that the veffel was much
too deep in the water, being greatly overloaded---that the was in
many refpects defective, and, as the feamen fay, ill-found, and in
thort very unfit to encounter a gale of wind of any violence. I
{corned, however, to yield to thofe united imprefiions, and deter-
mined to proceed, ' ; ;

~ On the nineteeuth, the tky was obfcured by immen{e fecces of
clouds, furcharged with inflammable mattcr ; and in the evenings the
rain fell in torrents, the firmament darkened apace, fudden night
came on, and the horrors of extreme darknefs were rendered {ill
more horrible by the peals of thunder which rent-the air, and the

frequent



¢ 16 )

frcqueﬁt flathes of lightnillg, which ferved only to thew us the hor-
ror of our fituation, and leave us in increafed darknefs : mean-time
the wind became more violent, blowing on the fhore ; and a heavy
fea, raifed by its force, united with it to make our ftate more for-
midable.

By day-light on the morning of the twentieth, the gale had in-
creafed to a furious tempeft; and the fea, keeping pace with it,
ran mountain-high; and as it kept invariably to the fame point, the
Captain and Officers became {ferioufly alarmed, and almoft per-
fuaded that the South-weft Monfoon had fet in, which, if it were
{o, would render it abfolutely impofiible for us to weather the coaft.
All that day, however, we kept as clofe as the violence of the
weather would allow us to the wind; but the fea canted her head
8 to leeward, that fhe made more lee than head-way ; and the
rigging was {o ftrained with the work, that we had little hope of
keeping off the thore, unlefs the wind changed, of which there was
not now the fmalleft probability. During the night there was no
intermiffion of the fnow: many of the fails flew into ribbons ; fome
of the rigging was carried away ; and fuch exertions were made,
that, before morning, every ftick that could poffibly be ftruck was
down upon the deck.

About feven o’clock on the morning of the twenty-firft, I was
alarmed by an unufual noife upon the deck, and, running up, per-
ceived that every remaining fail in the veflel, the fore-fail alone ex-
cepted, was totally carried away. The fight was horrible; and

the
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the whole veffel prefented a fpeacle as dreadful to the feelings as
mortifying to human pride. Fear had produced, not only all the
helpleffiefs of defpondency, but all the mifchievous freaks of infa-
nity. Inone place ftood the Captain, raving, ftamping, and tear-
ing his hair in handfuls from his head---here, fome of the crew
were caft upon their knees, clapping their hands, and praying,
with all the extravagance of horror painted in. their faces---there,
others were flogging their images with all their might, calling upon
them to allay the ftorm. Omne of our paflfengers, who was Purfer
of an Englith East-Indiaman, had got hold of a cafe-bottle of rum,
and, with an air of diftrattion and deep defpair imprinted in his
face, was ftalking about in his thirt. T perceived him to be on
the point of ferving it about, in large tumblers, to the few undif-
mayed people ; and well convinced, that, o far from alleviating,
it would tharpen the horrors of their mind, I went forward, and
with much difficulty prevented him.

Having accomplithed this point, I applied myfelf to the Cap-
tain, and endeavoured to bring him back (if poifible) to his recol~
letion, and toa fenfe of what he owed to his duty as & com-
mander, and to his dignity asa man: I exhorted him to euncou-
rage the failors by his example ; and ftrove to raife his {pirits, by
faying that the ftorm did not appear to me by any means {o terrible
as fome I had before experienced. \

While I was thus employed, we fhipped a fea on the ftarboard
fide, which I really thought would have fent us down. The vef-
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fel feemed to fink beneath its weight, fhivered, and remained
motionlefs---it was a moment of critical fufpente : fancy made
‘me think I felt her gradually deﬁ:endino'---l gave myfelf up as
gone, “and fummoned all my fortitude to bear approachmg death
with becomnw' manhood.

Juft at this crifis, the water, which rufhed with incredible
force ‘through all ports of the veflel, brought ‘out floating, and
‘nearly fuffocated, another Englith paﬂ‘engcr, Who was endea-
"vouring to take alittle repofe in a fimall cabin boarded off from the
‘deck: he was a very frout young man, and full of true {pirit.
‘Finding that the veffel was not, as I had thought, going imme-
“diately down, he joined me in exhorting the Captain to his duty:
‘we perfuaded him to throw the guns overboard, as well as a
‘number of trunksand packages with which the veffel was much
encumbered ; and, with fome little exertion, we got the pumps
{et agoing.

- Here I'will ftop, knowing the warm fenfibility of my FREDE-
“rICK’s mind ; and, convinced that his {ympathetic heart will go
“hand-in-hand with his Father’s fufferings, T will not overcharge
“it with grief" by an immediate continuation of the bufinefs, but
“defer it to another Letter.

LETTER
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T e name of the Englith paffenger, whom I mentioned
to you in my laft Letter as affifting me in getting the Captain and
Mariners to do their duty, was HALL. He was a young man of
a moft amiable dif‘po'ﬁtion, and with it poffeffed all that manly
{pirit that gives prefence of mind in exigences of danger. He and
I having, with great difficulty, got fome hands to ftick to the
pumps, {tood at the wheel, at once to affift the men, and pfev‘cnt
them from quitting it; and, although hopelefs, determined that
no effort praticable on our parts thould be wanting to the preferva-
tion of the veffel. The water, however, gained upon the pumps,
notwithftanding every effort; and it evidently appeared that we
could not keep her long above water.

At ten o’clock the wind feemed to increafe, and amounted to
a downright hurricane: the ky was {o entirely obfcured with
black clouds, and the rain fell {o thick, that objeéts were not dif-
cernible from the wheel to the thip’s head. Soon the pumps were
choaked, and could no longer be worked: then difmay feized on
all---nothing but unutterable defpair, filent anguith, and horror,
wrought up to frenzy, was to be feen; nota fingle foul was ca-
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pable of an effort to be ufeful---all feemed more defirous to extin-
guifh their calamities by embracing death, than willing, by a
painful exertion, toavoid it.

At about eleven o’clock we could plainly diftinguith a dread-
ful roaring noife, refembling that of waves rolling againft rocks;
but the darknefs of the day, and the accompanying rains, pre-
vented us from feeing any diftance ; and if they were rocks, we
might be actually dathed to pieces on them before we could per-
ceive them. At twelve o'clock, however, the weather cleared
up a little, and both the wind and the fea feemed to have abated :
the very expanfion of the profpeét round the fhip was exhilerating;
and as the weather grew better, and the fea lefs furious, the fenfes
of the people returned, and the general ftupefaction began to de-
creafe. :

The weather continuing to clear up, we in fome time difcovered
breakers and large rocks without fide of us; fo that it appeared
we muft have paflfed quite clofe to them, and were now fairly
hemmed in bctwggn them and the land.

In this very critical junéture, the Captain, entirely contrary to my
opinion, adopted the dangerous refolution of letting go an anchor,
to bring her up with her head to the fea: But, though no fea-
man, my common fen{e told me that fhe could never ride it out,
but muft diretly go down. The event nearly juftified my judg-
ment ; for the had {carcely been at anchor before an enormous fea
rolling over her, overwhelmed and filled her with water, and

every
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every one on board concluded that fhe was certainly finking---On
the inftant, a Lafcar, with a prefence of mind worthy an old
Englifh mariner, took an axe, ran forward, and cut the cable.

On findino herfelf free, the veflel again floated, and made an
effort to right herfelf; but fhe was almoft completely water-
logged, and heeled to larboard fo much that the gunnel lay under
water. We then endeavoured ta fteer as faft as we could for the
land, which we knew could not be at any great diftance, though
we were unable to difcover it through the hazy weather : the fore-
fail was loofened; by great efforts in rolling, fhe righted a little,
her gunnel was got above water, and we {cudded as well as we
could before the wind, which ftill blew hard on fhore; and at
about two o'clock the land appeared at a {mall diftance a head.

The love of life countervails all other confiderations in the
mind of Man. The uncertainty we were under with regard to the
thore before us, which we had reafon to believe was part of
Hyper ALL1's dominions, where we fhould meet with the moft
rigorous treatment, if not ultimate death, was forgotten in the
joyful hope of faving life; and we fcudded towards the fhore in
all the exulting tranfports of people juft fnatched from the jaws of
death. i

This gleam of happinefs continued not long: a tremendous
fea rolling after us, breke over our ftern, tore every thing before
it, ftove in the fteerage, carried away the rudder, thivered the
wheel to picces, and tore up the very ring-bolts of the deck---con-

veyed.
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veyed the men who ftood at the wheel forward, and {wept them
overboard. T was ftanding, at the time, near the wheel, and for-
tunately had hold of the taffarel, which enabled me to refift in part
the weight of the wave. T was, however, twept off my feet, and
dathed againft the main-maft. The jerk from the taffarel, which
I held very tenacioufly, feemed as if it would have diflocated my
arms : however, it broke the impetus of my motion, and in all
probability faved me from being dafhed to pieces againft the
matft.

I floundered about in the water at the foot of the malft, till at
length I got on my feet, and feized a rope, which I held in a ftate
of great embarraflment, dubious what I fhould do to extricate my-
felf. At this inftant I perceived that Mr. HALL had got upon the
capftern, and was waving his hand to me to follow his example :
this I withed to do, though it was an enterprife of fome rifk and
difficulty ; for, if Iloft the hold I had, a fingle motion of the vef-
fel, or a full wave, would certainly carry me overboard. [ made
a bold puth, however, and fortunately accomplithed it. Having
attained this ftation, I could the better furvey the wreck, and faw
that the water was nearly breaft-high on the quarter-deck, (for the
veflel was deep-waifted) ; and I perceived the unfortunate Englith
Purfer ftanding where the water was moft thallow, as if watching
with patient’expe€tation its rifing, and awaiting death : I called to
him to come to us, but he thook his head in defpair, and faid, in a
lamentable tone, * It is all over with us ! Gop bave mercy upon

us !’
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us!”-:-then feated himfelf with feeming compofure on a chair which
happened to be rolling about in the wreck of the deck, and in a few
minutes afterwards was wathed into the fea along with it, where
he was {peedily releafed from a ftate ten thoufand times worfe than
death.

During this univerfal wreck of things, the horror I was in could
not prevent me from obferving a very curious circumftance, which
at any other time would have excited laughter, though now it pro-
duced no other emotion than furprife---We happened to be in
part laden with mangoes, of which the ifland of Goa is known to
produce the fineft in the world; fome of them lay in bafkets on
the poop: a little black boy, in the moment of greateft danger, had
got feated by them, devouring them voracioufly, and crying all the
time moft bitterly at the horrors of his fituation !

The veffel now got completely water-logged; and Mr.
Harwn and I were employed in forming conjetural calculations
how many minutes the could keep above water, and confoling one
another on the unfortunate circumftances under which we met---
lamenting that fate had thus brought us acquainted only to make
ws witnefles of each other’s mifery, and then to fee one another no
more.

As the larboard fide of the veflel was gradually going down,
the deck, and of courfe the capftern, became too nearly perpendicu-
lar for us to continue on it : we therefore forefaw the neceflity of
quitting it, and got upon the ftarboard fide, holding faft by the gun-

nel,
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nel, and allowing our bodies and legs to yield to the fea as it broke
overus. Thus we continued for fome time: at length the feverity
of the labour fo entirely exhaufted our ftrength and fpirits, that our
beft hope feemed to a {peedy conclufion to our painful death ; and
we began to have ferious intentions of letting go our hold, and yield-
ing ourfelves up at once to the fury of the waves.

The veflel, which all this time drifted with the fea and wind,
gradually approximated the thore, and at length ftruck the ground,
which for an inftant revived our almoft departed hopes; but we
foon found that it did not in the fmalleft degree better our fitua-
tion---Again I began to yield to utter defpair---again I thought of
letting go my hold, and finking at once : It is impofiible, thought I,
ever to efcape---why, then, prolong, for a few minutes, a painful
exiftence that muft at laft be given up? Yet, yet, the all-fubduing
love of life fuggefted, that many things apparently impofiible had
come to pafs ; and I faid to myfelf, If life is to be loft, why not
lofe it in a glorious {truggle? Should I furvive it by accident, life
will be rendered doubly {weet to me, and 1 ftill more worthy of
it by perfevering fortitude.

While 1 was employed in this train of refle€tion, 1 perceived
fome of the people colletting together, talking, and holding a
confultation---It immediately occurred to me, that they were de-
vifing fome plan for efcaping from the wreck, and getting on
thore : and, fo natural is it for Man to cling to his fellow-creature
for fupport in difficult or dangerous exigences, 1 propofed 'to

Mr.
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Mr. Harvr to join them, and take a fhare in the execution of
the plan---obferving to him at the fame time, that I was deter-
mined at all events to quit the veflel, and truft to the proteétion
and guidance of a fuperintending Providenee for the reft.

LETTER XLVL

—

§
4

As prodigality of life is, in fome cafes, the excefs of
virtue and courage---fo there are others in which it is vice, mean-
nefs and cowardice. - True co'uragé 18, according to the circum-
ftances under which it is to operate, as'rigidly tenacious and vigi-
Iant of life in one cafe, as it is mdifferent and regardlefs in ano-
“ther; and I think itis a very ftrange contradiétion in the human
heart (although i it often happens), that a man who has the moft
unbounded courage, in feekmg death even in the cannon’s mouth,
fhall yet want the neceffary refolution to make exertions to fave his
life in cafes of ordinary danger. The unfortunate Englith Purfer
could not colleét courage fufficient to make an effort to fave him=
felf; and yet T think it probable that he would have fiaced a bat-
tery of artillery, or expofed himfelf to a piftol-thot, if ‘occafion’
required, as foon'as any other man. ~Thus it appears at firft view:
but tridy not this feeming incongruity be explained by faying, “that

D perfonal
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perfonal conrage and fortitude are different qualities of the mind and
body, and depend upon the exercife of entirely different funétions?
- 'Beithat as it may, [ argued with myfelf, in the height of my
calamitous fituation, upon the fubjeét of fortitude and dgjection,
courage and cowardice ; and, notwithftanding the ferious afpé& of
affairs, found myfelf liftening to the fuggeftions of pride: What a
paltry thing to yield, while ftrength is left to ftruggle ! Vanity her-
{elf had her hint, and whifpered, ¢ Should I efcape by an effort of my
own, what a glorious theme of exultation I There were, I confefs,
tranfitory images in my mind, which, co-operating with the natural
attachment to felf-prefervation, made me perfevere, and refolve to
do fo, while one veftige of hope was left for, the mi.ligl tp dwell an.
Obferving, as L told you before, the people ggx}fglti;g._.tog_;-
ther, and refolving to join them, 1 made an: gffort to get tg the
lee throuds, where they were ftanding, or rather clinging; but
before I could accomplifh it, I loft my hold, fell down the hatch-
way (the gratings haying been carried away with the long-boat),
and was. for fome minutes entangled there amengft a heap of
packages, which the violent ﬂué‘tuatij.qns of the Wépe.r had collected
on the lee fide. As the veflel moved with the fea, and the water
flowed in, the packages and I were rolled together---fometimes
one, fometimes another, uppermoft; fo that I began to be appre-
henfive I thould not be able to extricate myfelf: by thc mereft
accident, however, 1 grafped {omething that lay in my way,
made a vigorous fpring, and gained the lee fhrouds. Mr. HALL,
who,
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who followed me, in feizing the throuds, came thump againft me
with fuch violence that I could fecarcely retain my hold of the
rigging. Compelled by the perilous fituation in which I ftood, I
called out to him for Gob's fake to keep off, for that I was ren-
dered quite breathlefs and worn out : he generoufly endeavoured
to make way for me, and, in doing {o, unfortunately loft his
hold, and went down under the thip’s fide. : Never, never fhall
I forget my fenfations at this melancholy incident---1 would have
given millions of worlds that T could have recalled the words which
made him move ; my mind was wound up to the laft pitch of an-
guith: I may truly fay, that this was the moft bitter of all the
bitter moments of my life, compared with which the other cir-
cumftances of the thipwreck feemed leffened---for I had infenfibly
acquired an unufual efteem and warm attachment for him, and
was doubtful whether, after being even the innocent occafion of his
falling,’I ought to take further pains to preferve my own life. All
thofe fenfations were paffing with the rapidity of lightning through
my thoughts, when, as much to my aftonifhment as to my joy, I
faw him borne by a returning wave, and thrown among the very
packages from which I had but juft before, with fuch labour and
difficulty, extricated myfelf---In the end he proved equally fortu-
nate, but after a much longer and harder ftruggle, and after fuf-

taining much more injury.
I once more changed my ftation, and made my way to the’
poop, ‘where I found myfelf rather more fheltered---I earneftly
D2 wifhed
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wifhied Mr.-HALL to be with me, whatever might be my ultimate
fate---and beckoned to him to come to me ; but he only anfwered
by fhaking his head, in a feeble, défponding manner---ftaring at the:
fame time wildly about him: even his fpirit was fubdued ; and

defpair, I perceived, had begun to take pofleflion of his mind.
Being a little more at cafe in my new ftation than I had been
before; I had more time to deliberate, and more power to judge..
I recolleéled, that, according to the courfe of time, the day was
far gone, and the night quickly approaching : I refleted, that for
any enterprize whatfoever, day was much preferable to night 5
and above all I confidered, that the veffel could not hold long to-
gether---1 therefore thought, that the beft mode I could adopt
would be, to take to the water with the firft boyant thing I could
fee ; and, as the wind and water both feemed to run to the fhore,
to take my chance inthat way of reaching it. In purfuance of this
refolution, I tore off my fhirt, having before that thrown off the
other parts of my drefs---I looked at my fleeve buttons, in which
was fet the hair of my doparted children---and, by an involuntary. act:
of the imagination, atked- myfelf the queftion, * Shall I be happy
enough to meet them where I am now abont to go ?---thall thofe
dear laft remains, too, become. a prey to the devouring deep #'’--~
In that inftant, reafon, fufpended by the horrors of the fcene,
gave way to inftinét ; and I rolled.my thirt up, and very carefully:
thruft it into a hole between decks, with the wild. hopes that the
flegve buttons might yet efcape untouched. 'Watching my oppor--
tunity,.
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tanity, I {faw a log of wood floating near the veffel, and, waving
my hand to Mr. Harr as a laft adieu, jumped after it. Here,
again, I was doomed to aggravated hardthips---I had fcarcely
touched the log when a great fea fhatched it from my hold : ftill
as it came near me, I grafped at it ineffectually, till at laft it was
completely carried away, but not before it had cut and battered
and bruifed me in feveral places, and in a manner that at any
other time I thould have thought: dreadful.

Death feemed inevitable ; and all that eccurred to me now to
do, was to accelerate it; and get out of its pangs as fpeédily as
poffible ; for, though I'knew how to fwim, the tremendous furf
rendered fwimming ufelefs, and all hope from it would have been
sidiculous. ' I therefore began to fwallow as much water as pofii-
ble; yet, ftill rifing by the boyant principle of the waves to. the
furface, my former thoughts began to recur ; and whether it was
that, or natural inftinét, which furvived the temporary impreffions
of defpair,, I know not---but 1 endeavoured to fwim, which I had
not done long, when I again difcovered the log of wood I had loft
floating near me, and with fome difficulty caught it: hardly had
it been an inftant in. my hands, when, by the fame unlucky
means, I loft it again. Ihad often heard it faid in Scotland,
that if 2 man will throw himfelf flat on his back in the w_iater,
lie quite ftraight and ftiff, and fuffer himfelf to fink till the
water gets into his ears, he will continue to float fo for ever: this

occurred to me now, and I determined to try the experiment ;
fo
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fo 1 threw myfelf on my back inthe manner I have defcribed, and
left myfelf to the difpofal of Providence; nor was I long till I
found the truth of the faying---for I floated with hardly an effort,
and began for the firft time to conceive fomething like hopes of
prefervation.

After lying in this manner, committed to: the difcretion of the
tides, I foon faw the veflel---faw that it was at a confiderable dif-
tance behind me. Livelieft hope began: to play about my heart,
and joy fluttered with a thoufand gay fancies in my mind: T be-
gan to form the favourable conclufion, that the tide was carrying
me rapidly to land from the veffel, and that I fhould f{oon'once
more touch terra firma.

This expectation was a cordial that revived my exhaufted fpi-
rits : 1 took courage, and left myfelf {till to the fame all-direéting
Power that had hithérto preferved me, fearcely doubting. that I
thould foon reach the land. Nor was Fmiftaken ; for, in a thort time
more, without effort or exertion, and without once turning from
off my back, I found myfelf ftrike again{t the fandy beach. Over-
joyed, as you may well fuppofe, to the higheft pitch of tranfport at
my providential deliverance, I made a convulfive fpring, and ran
up a little diftance on the fhore; but was fo weak and worn
down by fatigue, and {o unable to clear my ftomach of the falt
water with which it was loaded, that I fuddenly grew deadly fick,
and apprehended that I had only exchanged one death for another ;
and in a minute or two fainted away.

LETTER
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LETTER XLVIL

—_—

T aar admurable man, and fagacious penetrating philo-.
{opher, Dr. FrRANKLIN, has left us, among innumerable inftruc-
tions for the conduét of human life, and for remedying many of
the grievances of it, direftions for going a vovage at fea, and has
particularly enforced the folly of quitting fhips haftily, and yield-
ing one’s felf up to: defpair. - I am convinced, that nipe tenths of
the people who perith by fhipwreck, perifh from the want of
prefence of mind, and fufficient fortitude to bear them out. The
unhappy Purfer, ‘who fat deliberately in a chair, and fuffered
himfelf, without a ftruggle, to be carried overboard, is-an in-
ftance in point. The feeble conduét of the Captain and Crew is
another. Had he, inftead of tearing his hair, raving, and acting
the part of a bedlamite, encouraged his men, and taken vigorous
meafures in time; and bad they, inflead of whimpering prayers
on their knees, and whipping their images, made all clear, and’
pr-eparc'd for the worlt; in thort, had they, accordhxg to the mo-
ral of the old fable, put their thoulder to the wheel, inftead of
calling on Hercules, it is not impoffible but the veflel might have

been faved.
As
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As for my part, the joy of efcaping immediate death made
me blind to the other miferies of my fituation. Naked, moneylefs
and friendlefs, upon an unknown, and probably inhofpitable coaft,
what reafonable caufe had I to rejoice ! Perhaps the reverfe. But
that remains to be feen.

How long 1 continued in the fwoon into which I had fallen,
it is impoflible for me to tell ; but, when I recovered, I found my-
felf furrounded by a guard of armed foldiers, fepoys, and pike-
men. I knew them immediately to be the troops of HYypER ALLI,.
and almoft wifhed myfelf back into the waves again. Looking
round, Ifaw that the people and effeéts that had been faved from
the wreck were colleéted all together along with me.

In this {tate we remained till it was dark. A Lafcar * belonging
to the veflel, perceiving that my nakednefs gave me' great concern,
tore into two a piece of cloth which he had tied round his waift,
and gave me one part of it, which afforded a fhort apron.  This
fimple aét of a poor, uninformed black man, whom Chriftian cha-
rity would call an idolator, methought had more of the true and
effential fpirit of charity in it, than half the oftentatious, parading
new{paper public charities of London.--the flough of purfe-proud
vanity, and unwieldy bloated wealth. Of all the adts of benefi-
cence that I ever met with, it ftruck me the moft forcibly : it had
kindnefs, difintereftednefs and delicacy for its bafis; and I have
: : : never

* Natives of India, employed fometimes as failors, fometimes for inferior

offices in the army, fuch as pitching tents, drawing guns, &c.
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aever fince thought  lof! it? without withing; 'that I could meet the
man, toreward him for his beneficence with a fubfiftence for life.
The lower order jof people of a certain Country, I know, would
think aman in fich circumftances as 1 was then in, a fitter ob-
ject of pleafantry than pity. ,

The vaft quantity of falt water I had fwallowed IhLL madc
me deadly fick in the ftomach: however, after fome time, L
threw it up, and got great relief, I had hardly felt the comfort-
able effects of this, before I'was ordered. to march : nine of us, all
Lafcars except myfelf, were conveyed to a village at a few -miles
~ diftance on the fea-fide, where we were. for thenight put;into#
fquare place, walled round, open-to the inclemency of the weather
above and below,: and filled with large logs of wood ; it blew, mioft:
violently, and the rain fell in  torrétits---while, not one fmooth,
plank could be: found on which  to ftretch our fatigued and;wafted
bodies. | Thus, naked; fick, exhdufted with fatigue and fafting,
drenched with wet, and unable tolie down, .ot mifery might-be
uppofed to be incapable of increafe.: Bl,it,‘,a_las! wherte are; the
bounds. which we can fet:to: buman woe ?-<=Thirft, that, moft
dreadful of pains, occafioned by - thedrenching with: falt water;
fefze‘d us 1 we begged, we entreated; we-clamaured for water g
butthe inhuman wretches, deaf ito. the g{(;a;)g,lgpd fereeches  of
their fellofw=creatures, {for' fome grew-delirious with the agony of
thirft), refufed them even the cheap and miferable indulgence og
a drop of water!,

B "
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" The influence of the mind upon the body has been much infift-
ed on by philofophers and phyficians, and I believe will be admit-
ted by all wife men. I was myfelf, in this inftance, a ftriking
proof of it ; for, though I had fivallowed and thrown up fo much
falt water, and though my thirft had exceeded’ any thing T had
ever before felt---yet, finding that water was not to be had ot ex-
pected, I compofed my mind to do without it, diverted my thoughts
from it by the contemplation of the many other evils which befet
me, and pafled the night without that horrible agony experienced
by the others,

Indeed, a night of more exquifite Horror cannot be imagined.
The thoughts.of being a prifoner to H¥pER ALL1, was, of itfelf,
fufficient to render me completely unhappy - but my utter want of
clothes almoft put me befide myfelf; and lying expofed to the
open air, where 1 wasglad to it clofe to the Lafcars-to receive
little heat from their bodies, and to hold open my mouth in order
to catch adrop of the defcending rain, wasa {tate that might be-
eonifidered as the higheft refinement upon mifery..

About four o’clock in. the morning,. a little cold: rice was
broughtus to-eat, and water was dug out of a hole near the fpot-
for us; but as all things in this life are good or bad.merely rela-
tovely, this wretched fare was fome refrefhment to us. I'was
then removed. to the ruins.of a toddy-hut,* feparated from the
: reft,.

* A {fmall temporary hut; where roddy (a.liguor sxtralted from the cocoa-nut
tree) is fold.
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reft, and a guard fet over me. Here I had full room for reflec~
tion, and could “ meditate ¢’en to .madnefs.” The whole of my
fituation appeared before me with all its aggravating circumftances
of horror ; and to any one who confiders it, I believe it will ap-
pear that it was hardly poffible to fill the bitter cup of calamity
fuller. Oh?! what were my thoughts! My family bereft of him
on whofe efforts they were in a great meafure to depend for fup-
port and protettion---you, then a little innocent cherub, appeared
to my diftraéted imagination twining round your mother’s neck;
and, in infant clamour, calling your father---while he, in a drcaa-
ful captivity, compared with which even a cruel death were
mercy, lay wafting, naked and forlorn, perithing with the in-
clemency of the weather, wanting even food fit for his fupport,
and expofed to the fcourge of every petty tyrant that barbarous
power might employ to guard him !---Such were my refletions :
they were in reafon well founded; for there was no probability of
my being ever releafed, as my captivity was unlikely to be known
to my Country, or by my friends.

In this ftate I was, when, to my utter aftonithment, and to
my no lefs joy, the amiable companion of my fhipwreck, Mr.
HaLy, appeared before me. I fcarcely knew how to think his ap-
pearance reality, as I underftood that the Lafcars then along with
me were all that were faved from the wredk ; and he was, at the
time I parted from him, fo exhaufted both in body and mind, that
I thought he would be the laft who could efcape. He, however,

Ee thook
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fhosk' mie'by the hand'$'and, fitting down; “told me tliat te had
gively metp forloft, and rétfiained with' the Seflel until the tide,
having ebbed, left heér “almoft dry-<-that, immediately ongetting
aﬂ‘iofé;"and' -Iwilag taken 'pa'ifdﬂer,‘i' ‘he made ‘inqu'iries about'me;
and lidard that 7 had 'beén' {aveds-that," ﬁ'ndihgi’ ihis;- his 'leSr-‘ ‘was
fuch 2§ to make -'ﬁiﬁ*&'.iﬁn&)ﬁﬂfdrgét his ‘owt ‘misfortunks--2and,
eﬁé}tiﬁg all ‘his chtreatiés not o Be' Tcparatéd-"ifﬁom-'rﬁ'é, ‘ﬂiey-had
beef° (ol far indulgent “to ‘him; hiid” had brought” him tol me} that
we nifight be companions i bondage. " Headded, 'that out of ele-
ven Butdpeans anid fifty-fix Tiafears' who were onl boird, only he
and”1 of the formef, and-fourteen of the lattery were faved: from
the wréck, the ref‘é'}iavin‘g-béeii drowned'in the attempt,’ except-
ing fome whe, overcome with terror; a{‘]'gu'iﬂi and anxiety, and
exhaufted with faticue, had bid a formal’ adieu 'to ' their compa-
nions, let go their-hold, and- aalmly and* vahmtanly gwen t«hem-—
felves up to the deep. - :

F Here took oceafion’ to remark to him, what I'have already
faid to you, that thoufands lofe their lives for want 'of perfever-
Ance, fortitude, and courage, to' pre(erirc thém---Had the Engliﬂl-
Purfer collefted courage enough to hold faft till the tide ebbed, he
might have been fafe on fhore as we were, as he was fupenm to:
either of us in bodily ftrength. .

'« Ah! my friend !” faid he, fhaking his head dcfpondmtrly--*-
“ is he worfe where he is? ' T doubt whether death is not far pre-
ferable to our prefent profpeéts.”

¢ Come,.
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faid I, perceiving he was melancholy,

« Come, come,
though I m)felf labourcd under all t‘le horrors he exprefled---
“ come, let us not think ; all Wlll yet be well: T forefee it will ;
and you muft know. I havc fbmet}nng of the prophct in my nature
---perhaps the fecond fight.” I then told him my prefentiments
on leaving Goa, which much aftonifhed him---ftill more when [
acqlfamted him with the formal a&s T had done in’ cdnfcqucnce
theredf, by M. ‘HeNsHAW’S advice, and with his pnwty ' '

"In fa& w '(gr _]oy at mEétmg was reCiprbcaU} great, and i fome
rcfpe& cheered s for the time wwider” all dur mlfenes in h:lnd and
the dre'lr} profpect of thofe yet to come. !

* Perceiving’ that he ftood” as much 'in need of rehef 2 Tdfd
when ' the Laféar rchevcd me by dw;dmg his cloth, T took mine

'off tofe it in !:Wo, and gave him haff of it'; you 'm'av wcll con~
ceéive our muf'ery from this, if other c:rcumﬁances were wantmcr
that “fuch a thing as a rag of linen, not wm—th fix pencé was'a

\tery mdtenal accornmodanon to lus both
Is10l I/ -
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LETT-ER XLVIL

Ypu r Letter, occafioned by the account of my fhip-
wreck and fubfequent difafter, gave me, my- amiable boy! as
great pleafure as thofe difafters gave me pain. Your account,
too, of Joun’s burfting into tears on the reading of it to him, had
almoft a fimilar effe@ upon myfelf: and I truft in the Almighty
Difpofer of Events, that that excellent turn of mind will be fo
fathioned by the education I give you, asto make it the fource of
boundlefs gratification and true greatnefs (by which I mean good-
nefs) here, and of never-fading felicity hercafter. You fay you
cannot account for it, but you found more happinefs at my efcape,
than mifery at my misfortunes. I hail that circumftance as the
ftrongeft mark of perfect excellence of difpofition. A great Moral
Philofopher has laid it down as a maxim, that it is the furer mark
of a good heart to fympathife with joy than with forrow; and
this inftance only comes in aid of that opinion of you which my
fond hopes have always nourifhed.

At the fame time I muft declare to 'you, that my pleafure at
efcaping fhipwreck was by no means as great as tHe agony my
mind underwent at the profpet now before me was poignant. I

have
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have already faid, and indeed with truth, that I fhould have with
much greater pleafure embraeed death: I, who had been already fome

years in India, and had oppdrtunities-of hearing, as well from my Fa-

ther as from other Officers in the Service, what the difpoﬁtion of the-
Tyrant in whofe power I had now fallen was, knew: too well the

horrors of my fituation to feel any thing like hope. The unmer-

ciful difpofition of HYDER, and all thofe in autherity under him,

-and the cruel policy of the Eaftern Chiefs, making the life of any

one, particularly a Britith prifoner, at the beft a precarious tenure,

I did not know the moment when death might be inflicted upon

me with perhaps-a thoufand aggravating circumftances: and at alk
events, the affairs which demanded my prefence in India fo very

importunately as to urge me to all the fatigues and hardthips of a
paffage over land, were, of themfelves, fufficient to make my

mind.uneafy ;: but the abjeét ftate of want and nakednefs in which

it feemed I was likely to remain, ftruck a deep and damp horror

to my heart, and almoft unman’d me..

Mr. Harr and T, however, endéavoured with all our might
to ftem the headlong torrent of our fate---Melancholy preyed
deeply and openly upon him, while T concealed mine, and endeas
voured to cheer the finking {pirits of that noble youth, who, ¥
perceived,, was the prey rather of extreme {enfibility than feeble-
nefs of mind. Al the hortors of thivering nakednefs, though, to.
2 mind delicate like his, and'a perfon reared in the lap of luxury!

fufficiently goading, appeared as nothing when compared with one
dofs
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'loﬁ, hc had iuﬁumcd in thc dcpredatmn& with which fhipwreck is
con{’tantly followed wp, 1In. the cruel fufpenfe between life and
death, w luch ]}hwc already defcribed, previous to my getting on
ihore, th;s amiabla }()mw man had fr.curcd and tma;fured next ]u;,
hﬁart as t heimfeparablf; compamon of his fatc, a munaturc POl'tI'alt
of a young, Lady it huncr round his ncck and was, by thc unfcel-
mg v111dms who fmzcd lnm on hzs lan(hnfr tdkCll awa Tl]lb
cruel depm at;on was an mccﬂ‘ant corrofive to Iu.s mmd---thc €o-
pious fource of angudh to h1s heart---the hourly thcmr: of thc mnf’c
pathet;c, afﬁlé'hnﬂ : exclamatlons * H'ld it hc woulc_l c:r)_w ,
s ohl had I had but the :rood fortune to have gone to the bottom
whxle yut it huncr about my neck I ﬂmuld have bcen happy but
now, fepardtud ﬁorn thc heavenly 0r10'mal and bereft of the pre-
uous unaﬂc tht 15 11fc what would be hfe wcre cht fulc nf
1t ; W hat pleafurc uhat common content ‘has thc world left fm
J;ncP None---Oh' noue, mmcl Never ﬂ‘l’lll thw heart aoam Lnow
comfort ! :
o d1d every thmg I could to confolc hlm, and as far as I could
‘ Pre_vent h_xm__ﬁom dW‘?}}?Qg_Qll thofe gloomy 1ubJeéis.. Our con-
verfations were interefting and pathetic ;, btt,, alas! the pi&m-c,
at gyery paufe, chafed away the flight _impreﬂionslof the preced-
ing, conyerfe : no fufferings . of the bédy could counteryail that
lofs---no confolation rmtxgate it; and amidt the horrid reﬂcétwns
which unparalleled calamity 1p1pofed upon his mind, the lofs of that
. . .. one

[
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one dear relic rofe paramount to all---and as every thought began,
fo it ended, with the picture.

For fome days we lay in this place, expofed to the weather,
without even the flender comfort of a little ftraw to cover the
ground beneath us---our food, boiled rice, ferved very {paringly
twice a-day by an old woman, who juft threw a handful or more
of it to each upon a very dirty board, which we devoured with
thofe {poons Nature gave us.

At the end of that time, we, and, along with us, the Laf-
cars, were ordered to proceed into the country, and drove on foot
to a confiderable diftance, in order to render up an account of our-
felves to perfons belonging to Government, authorifed to take it.
It was advanced in the morning when we moved, without reécivT
ing any fort of fuftenance; and were marched in that wafting Cli_-
mate eight hours, without breaking our faft; during sehiich. Flene
we were expofed alternately to the {corching heat of the fun and
heavy torrents of rain, which raifed painful blifters on opt. {kin :
we had often to ftand expofed to the weather, or to lie down,
under the preflure of fatigue and weaknefs, on the bare ground ,
then wait an hour, or more, at the door of fome infolent, uxfecl-,
ing monfter, until he finithed his dinner, or took his éftC‘r.IhlrQOIL’Sl
nap ; and when this was over, drove forwardr with wanton barbu-'
rity by the people who attended us.

You, my FrReEperick ! who only know the mlld and merei-

ful difpofition of the People of Great Britain, where govern-
F ment,
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ment, religion, and long habit, have reduced charity and benevo-
lence fo completely to a fyftem that they feem to 'be innate prin-
ciples of the mind, can have no conception of a People who will
not only look upon the worft human affliétions with indifference,
but take a favage delight in the miferies of their fellow-creatures,
even where no poflible advantage can be reaped from their inhuma-
nity, and where the only reward they can propofe to themfelves
for their cruelty is the pleafure of contemplating human fuffer-
i-ngs. '

Such, forry am I to fay it, is the difpofition of fome parts of
the Eaft Indies that I have been in: and although thofe parts un-
der the dominjon of Great Britain owe their. emancipation from-
the moft galling yokes to the Englifh---and: though, under their
aufpices, they live in a ftate of greater happinefs than ever they
did, and greater freedom even than Britons themfelves---yet fuch
is the wicked ingratitude of many of them, fuch the inflexible
animefity arifing from a contraditory religion, that the death or
fiiffering of an Englithman, or any misfortune that may befal him,.
often ferves only as matter of fport or amufement to them. It
would be well if it refted there---but unfortunately they are worfe
again ; for in general they have the like coldnefs and indifferences-
or indeed, to {peak more properly, the like averfion, to each-:
other’s good 5 and the fame diabolical principles of felfithnefs and-
treachery pervade the greater number in thofe vaft regions, almoft:

boundlefs in extent, and almoft matchlefs in fertility..
Tweo:
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Two days after this; we were moved again, and marched up
the country by a long and circuitous route, in which we underwent
every hardthip that cruelty could infli&, or human fortitude ens
dure-=-niow bliftered with the heat, now drenched with the rain,
and now chilled with the night damps---deftitute of any place but
the bare earth to reft or lay our heads on, with only a fcanty pit-
tance of boiled rice for our fupport---often without water to quench
our thirft, and conftantly goaded by the guards, who pricked us
with their bayonets every now and then, at once to evince their
power, -entertain the {pectators, and mortify us. We arrived at
Hydernagur, the metropolis of the province of Biddanore---a fort
of confiderable ftrength, mounting upwards of {eventy guns, con-
taininga large garrifon of men, and poflefied of immenfe wealth,

It was about two o’clock in the morning when we arrived at
Biddanore: the day was extremely hot, and we were kept out
under the full heat of that broiling fun till fix o’clock in the even-

: ing, before we were admitted to an audience of the Jemadar, or
Governor of the place, without having a mouthful of victuals of-
fered to us after the fatiguing march of the morning.

While we ftood in this forlorn ftate, a vaft concourfe of people
collefted about, and viewed us with curiofity. Looking round
through thofe who ftood neareft, I obferved fome men gazing at
me with ftrong marks of emotion, and a mixture of wonder and
concern pourtrayed in their countenances. Surprifed to fee fuch

fymptoms of humanity in a Myforian Indian, I looked at them
F 2 with
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with” more f'crutiniiing_ attention, and thought ‘that their faces
Wwere' familiar to ‘me. Catching my eye, they looked at me fig-
niificantly, as though they would exprefs their regard ‘and refpect
for ‘me, if they dared; and I then began to recollect that they
Were fdtmerly privates in my regiment of cavalry, and were then
pnfoners at larcc with HYpER. '

1 was not Ieﬁ furprifed that thofe poor fellows thuld recog-
nife me in my prefent miferable fallen ftate, than affetted at the
fympathctlc feeling they difclofed. 1 returned their look with a
private nod of recognition ; but; feeing that they were afiaid to
{peak to me, and fearing I might injure them by difclofing our
acquaintance, I forbore any thing more.' The guilty fouls of def-
potic Governments are perpetually alive' to fufpicion : ‘every look
alarms them; and alarm or fufpicion never fails to be followed up
with profcription or death. -

Men, when in the fullnefs of power and pndc of office, very
feldom give themfelves time to refle€t upon the indtability of hu-
man greatnefs, and the uncertainty of earthly contingencies.
When, invefted with all the trappings of authority, I commanded
the regiment to which thofe poor fellows belonged, T would have
thought that he fpoke wildly indeed who would have alledged
that it was poffible I could ever become an object of their pity---
that I thould ftand naked and degraded before them, and they
be afraid to acknowledge me : but, though I thould have thought
fo then, it was yet fome comfort to me, when that unfortunate

event
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event did come to pafs, to refledt, that, when in power, I made
fuch ufe of it as to excite emotions in their bofoms of affection and
refpect.  Did the tyrant and overbearing infolent Chiefs con-
fider this, and govern themfelves by its inftructions, they would go
into the field with the confoling reflection, that no gun would be
levelled at their head except that of the common enemy---a thing

that does not always happen.

L ‘BT TeE RiXLIX,

Hap we been made prifoners of war in battle agaihf’c an
enemy, there is no law of Nature or Nations, no rule of reafon
or principle of equity, that could palliate fuch treatment as that
which we now received: but, caft by misfortune and ﬂiipwrcck
on their thore, we were entitled to folace and proteftion. The
worft wretches who hang out falfe beacons on the Weftern Coafts
of England, to allure fhips to their deftruétion, would not be cruel
without temptation ; and, if they did not expet to gain fome
profit by it, would rather'decline knocking their fellow-creatures
in the head: but thofe barbarians, without any profit but what a

malignant heart derives from the miferies of others, or any pleafure
but



( 46 )

‘but what proceeds from -their pain, exercifed upon us the moft
wanton cruelty. Compared with fuch treatment, inftant death
would have been an aét of mercy to us ; and we' fhould have had

reafon to blefs the hand that inflicted it. .
Mortifications of one fort or other---the inceflant torturing of
the mind on the rack of fufpenfe---the injuries to the animal fyftem,
occafioned by conftant expofure to the weather, and the want of
food---all confpired to reduce me to the dimenfions and feeblenefs
of a fkeleton. Ihad grown daily weaker and weaker, and was
now nearly exhaufted, and quite faint ; while, on the other hand, my
amiable companion in affliction was reduced by a dyfentery, which
attacked him foon after our thipwreck, and which the torments of
his mind, the want of medicine and comfortable food, and, above
all, the alternate violent changes from profufe perfpiration in
walking to chilling cold at night, had increafed to fuch an alarming
degree, that he was obliged to be carried the two laft days journey:
---In this ftate, we appeared to each other as two fpectres hanging
over the brink of the grave: and in truth, perceiving the rapid
progrefs he was making to his diffolution, I was affeéted to a de-
gree, that, while it really exafperated my own worn-down fiate,
deprived me of all attention to the rapid decline I was falling into,
and almoft entirely engroffed my care. In my progrefs through
life, I have had occafion to try feveral men, and have found
among them many who were every thing that a good heart could
wifh to find: but this young Gentleman had at once fo much fuavity
and
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and {pirit---fuch gentlenefs and fortitude-~-his fufferings (thofe of
his mind, as well as thofe of his body) were {o exquifite, and he
bore them with fuch mecknefs, tempered by fuch uninterrupted
good humour, and concealed and managed with {fo much delicacy,
that I do not tranfgrefs-the bounds of truth when I fay I never met
one who {o entirely interefted my feelings, and attached my friend-
thip fo unalterably, upon principles of inftinétive impulfe, as well
as reafon. Impelled by the irrefiftible claims. he had upon my
approbation and efteem, Tentered with all the warmth of a bro-
ther into his fufferings, and can affert with truth that they confti-
tuted the fevereft trials 1 underwent during my whole imprifon-
ment..

While we ftood in: the court, waiting to be brought before the
Jemadar, we prefented a {pectacle that would have wrung pity,
one would think, from the heart of a tiger, if a tiger was endued
with refleétion. At length we were fummoned to appear before
him, and brought into his prefence. T had'made up my mind for
the occafion---determined to: deport myfelf in a manly, candid
manner---and to letno confideration what{oever lead me toany thing
difgraceful tomy real charaéter, or unworthy my fituation in life ;
and, finally, had prepared myfelf to meet, without fhrinking,
whatever misfortunes might yet be in ftore for me, or whatever
sruelties the barbarous difpofition or. wicked policy of the Tyrant
might think proper. to inflict.

On.
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On entering, we found the Jemadar in full Durbar.®*. He was
then occupied with the reading of difpatches, and in tranfacting
other public bufinefs. We were placed direétly oppofite to him,
where we ftood for near an hour, during which time he never caft
his eyes towards us: but when at laft he had concluded the bufinefs
in which he was engaged,and deigned to look at us, we were ordered
to proftrate ourfelves before him : the Lafcars immediately obeyed
the order, and threw "themfelves on the ground ;- but I contented
myfelf with making a falam, in which poor Mr. HALL, who knew
not the Eaftern manner as I did, followed my example.

As foon as this ceremony was over, the Jemadar (who was no
other man than the famous HyaT SAniB that has made fome
noife in the hiftory of that war) began to queftion me. He defired
to know, who I was ?---what my profeflion was?---what was the
caufe and manner of my approaching the country of HypEer
Arrii---To all thofe queftions I gave anfwers that feemed to fa-
tisfy him. He then afked me, what news I had brought with me
from Europe ?---inquired into the ftate of the army, and number of
recruits difpatched in the fhips of that feafon---was minute and
circum (tantial in his queftions refpecting the nature and fuccefs of
the war in Europe---and examined me clofely, touching the re-
fources of the Eaft India Company. 1 faw his drift, and was

cautious and circum{pect in my anfwers, and at the fame time

contrived

* Court.
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contrived to fpeak with an ait of candour that, in, fome fort fatis-,

fied him,, ba | ' : o
Having ethﬁ:cd }us W holc: ﬁ;l g of queﬂ;xons, he turpr:d the»‘
difcourfe to, another {ubject-~-no . Le{.é than his, great and pmﬁ}m;
Liord and. Mafter, H¥DER, of; whom he had, endeavoured to im-,
prefs me with a great, if not tqrnble ldea-~-ampllfy1ng his power,
his wealth, and: the extent andiopulence of kua dominiong===and
deferibing to me, Jin the, moft: exaggcrated terms, the nun’;ber of
his troeps---his military talents---his, vaft, and,, -zqcm-dmg to s,
account, unrivalled genius---his amazing abilitics in CQllﬂ}lcrr#lg-
and governing Natjpns--—and,_i'abo«vqgll, his many amiable qﬁal;..
ties, and fplendid endowments of heart, no lefs than underftand-
ing. e Iy vl 8
Having thus, with equal zealand fidelity, endeavoured to im-
prefs me with véneration for his Lord and Mafker, and for that pur-
pofe attributed to him every perfe€tion that may be fuppofed to bes
divided among all the Kings and Generals that have lived fince the
birth of Crr1sT, and given cach their due, he turned to the Englith
Government, and endeavoured to demonftrate to me the folly and.
inutility of our attempting to refift his progrefs, which he con-
pared to that of the fea, toa tempeft, to a torrent, to a lion's pace
and fury---to every thing that an Eaftern imagination could fuggeft
as a figure proper to exemplify grandeur and irrefiftible power.
He then vaunted of his Sovereign’s fuccefles over the Englith, fome
of which I had not heard of before, and did not believe; and con-
G cluded
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cluded by afftiring’ mie, that it was HyDER'S determination to drive
all Europeans from Indoftan, which he averred he could not
fail t0"d6, confidering the weaknefs of the one, and boundlefs
power of the other. This part of HyaT Sami’s difcourfe is
well ‘worth your:rcmcmbcring, as it will ferve to make a very di-
verting contraft with his fubfequent conduét.

" After having expended near half an hour in this manner, he
called upon me to'come over near-him, and caufed me to feat my-
felf upon a mat with®a- pillow to Tean upan---encouraged me, by
every means he could,’ by the moft gentle ' accents, -and the moft
foothing, mollifying laiguage, to {peak to hini" without the leaft
referve---exhorted me to tell him the truth in ‘every thing we
{poke of---and hinted to me, that my falling into his hands might
turn ‘out the moft fortanate event of my life.

1 ‘was at a lofs to what motive to attribute- all thofe fingular
marks of indulgence’; but feund that he had learned whofe fon
was, and knew my father by reputation from the prifoners, our
Sepoys, who ‘were now prifoners at large here: and as rank ‘and
office are the chief recommendation in the Eaft, as well as-elfe-
where, ‘or rather much more than any where ¢lfe, the fagacious
}‘IYA';; San1s found many claims to efteem and humanity in me
as the fon of a Colonel CampELL, which he never would have
found in me had I been the fon of a plain humble farmer or trades-
man in Foglard. ' ‘ :

' - After



. “After a full hour’s audience, in which Hyar Sapis treated
.me with;diftinguithed marks of his favoﬁr. conﬁdéring my: fitua-
tiop,s he difmiffed me with the ceremony of. beetle-nutg* roﬁ:-w‘d-
_ter, and other compliments, which are in that country held as; tl)c
ftrongeft marks of politenefs, refpeét, and good-will.

Leaving the Durbar, I was led to the inner fort or citadel : : and'
the officious zeal of thofe about me, unwilling to let me. remain
Jignorant of that which they.conceived to be a moft fortunate turn
.in my affairs, gave the coup de grace to mj miferies as I went
along, by congratulating me on the favourable opinion which the
Jemadar had formed of me, and intimating at thc {ame time that
I would foon be honoured with a refpectable command in Hy D'ER’S
Aervice. : it
If I was miferable before, this intimation cntucly deftroyed
the laft remnant of peace or hope. I was determined to dic a
thoufand deaths fooner than ferve any State hoftile to Great
Britain---but ftill more a Tyrant, whofe country, nature and prin-
ciples I detefted, and could never think of without the greateft
horror ; and I judged, that if fuch an offer thould be made, and I
refufed it, my life would fall a facrifice to their rage and difap-
pointment, or at leaft I thould live a life of imprifonment, and
never more behold country, family, friends; connections, or any

thing that I valued in life.
Ge That

* An aromatic nut which the Eaft Indians chew : it is warm and aftringent,

and confidered by them a great reftorative.
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“That night the Jemadar fent me an excellent fupper, of not
“1efs than fix difhes, from his own table ; ‘and although I had been
fo long' famithing with the want of wholefome food, the idea of
Being enlifted in the fervice of Hyper firuck me with fuch hor-
ror, that I loft all appetite, and was fcarcely able to eat a mouth-
ful.. Mr.HaLL and 1, however, were feparated from the Lafcars,
who were reieafed,' and forced to work.

‘Notwithftanding the favourable intentions manifefted towards
me by the Jemadar, as I have already mentio-ned, no mark of it
whatfoever appeared in our lodging. This confifted of a fmall
place, exatly the fize of our length and breadth, in the zig-zag
of one of the gates of the citadel : it was open in front, but ‘co-
“vered with a kind of a thed on the top; and a number of other
prifoners were about us : each of us was allowed a mat and pil-
low, and this formed the whole of our local accommodations.
Upon my remarking it, we were told, that in conforuﬁty to the
cuftom of the Circar,* we muft be treated fo for fome time, but
that our accommodations would afterwards be extended, #:d made
more agreeable to our wifhes: cven this was better than our fitu-
ation fince we landed. i

In addition to this luxury, we were allowed 'to ‘the value of
four pence halfpenny a day for our maintenanc;c; and a guard of
Sepoys was put over us and a few more prifoners, one of w Hom
was dire€ted to go and purchafe our vi€tuals, and do fuch like

offices for us.
This

* Country or Province.
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This guard was changed every week---a ftrong mark of the
fufpicious and wary tempers of thofe péoplé, who could fear in-
trigues and cabals between wretched prifoners like us and their ol-
diers. '

In two or three days after this, HyaT SAmis fent for me,
treated me with great kindnefs, gave me fome tea, and furnithed
me with two or three fhirts, an old coat, and two pairs of breeches,
which were ftripped from the dead bodies that were thrown afhore
from the wreck--~every thing that was faved from it being {ent to
Bidanore. At this interview he treated me with great refpect---
gave me, befides the articles already mentioned, thirty rupees---
and, upon my going away, told me that in a few days a very flat-
tering propofal would be made to me, and that my fituation would
be rendered not only comfortable, but enviable.

It is impoffible for me to exprefs to you, my dear FREDERICK !
the horror I felt at the idea of this intended propofal---for 1 knew but
too well what it meant. It was the fource of bitter mifery to my
mind : neverthelefs, T determined to refift every effort that fhould
be made, whether blandifhment, intreaty, or menace---to lay
down my life itfelf, though in obfcurity, with honour---and to
carry along with me, go where I would, the confcioufnefs of hav-
ing done my duty.

I have in the courfe of my life met with many people, who,
under the plaufible pretext of liberality and greatnefs of mind,
have called themfelves Citizens of the World, and declared that

the
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the Country where they lived, be that what Country it might, was
their’s, and demanded their allegiance and proteétion : but I have
always threwdly fufpected, that fuch men act from a confcioufnefs
of being outcafts of their own Country---and, fcorned and ré-
jected by their fellow-citizens, would retaliate by aﬁ'cé‘ting to deny
their natural attachment. There are men who neither love fa-
ther, mother, fifter, brother, or conneétion: ' fuch, however,
are, thank Gop! very thinly fown in this world ; but, except’ it
be a few fuch unnatural people, I am convinced that there is no
‘one whofe heart does not confefs the patriotic paffion, and burn
‘with a flame, more or lefs ardent, of love for his Country. =My
predilections that way are naturally ftrong, and I am now happy
to reflet that T evinced them by the moft unequivocal proofs: had
I not, I were indeed, in my own opinion, fit for any punithment,
however ignominious; and to all fuch as lift their arms againft
their Country, as to Parricides, I will fay, in the words of the
Poet,

6

Never pray more—abandon all remorfe :

* On horror’s head, horrors accumulate ;

[

Do deeds to make Heaven weep—all earth amaz’d;

For nothing can’ft thou to” damnation add,
., % Greater than that.”

[

LETTER
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LEETER L

O the evening of that day on which the Jemadar
Hyar Sanis had honoured me with an audience, given me clothes
and meney, and informed me that a propofal, which he called
flattering, would be made to me, I was fent for to attend, not at
the Durbar, but at the houfe -of a man high in office.’: As I ex-
peéted to meet Hyar Sauis himfelf, and trembled at the thoughts
of his expeéted propofition, I was furprifed, and indeed pleafed, to
find that it was with one of his people only I was to have & con-
ference. This man, whofe name I now forget, received me with
great kindnefs, encouraged me, made me fit down with him, and
began to fpeak of HyaTt SaHIp, whom he extolled to the fkies,
as a perfon endowed with every great and amiable quality ; in-
forming me at the fame time, that he was poffeflcd of the friend-
thip and confidence of his Mafter, HypER Arri, ina greater de-
gree than any other perfon---Trproo Simis, his own fon, not
exccptcd: he then gave me: the private hiftory of Hyar--“faying,
that ‘he was born a Gentoo Prince, of one of the provinces of
the Malabar coaft, which had fallen beneath the irrefiftible arms of
H‘l-’DER,: and had been by him annexed to the vaft Myforean Em-

pire.
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pire. Hyar, he faid, was then only a boy of eleven or twelve
years of age, of a moft promiﬁng genius, anda quicknefs of mind
unufually met with in one of thofe tender years. “Hyper, who
was in all rciiie&samézl of unrivalled penctration, thought he
faw in the boy that which, if properly cultivated, would turn out
of vaft ufe to a State; and as, in all Mahomedan Governments,
unconndéted, ifolated boys, oft<times flaves, are ‘bred up in the
Seraglio-to fucceed toithe great offices of the State, Hyper adopted
the bovy had him made a Mahomedan, and, in faé, treated him
as if he had been the iffue of his own loins, and jbrough_t him up
with all the affection and tendernefs of a fond parent. I am the
more' particular in ftating this part of Hvar’s hiftory to you, as
fome refpectable Hiftorians, deceived by erroneous report, have
faid that he was the illegitimate offspring of Hypgr. = The Sul-
tan, however, was not difappointed in the expectations he had
formed; for HYAT Samins had,. in zeal, fidelity and attachment,
as well as'in intelletual faculties and talents for governing, even
furpaffed the warmeft hopes of his Mafter.

Having given me this concife account of the Jemadar, he pro-
ceeded to inform me, that the Arcot Sepoys, whom I have before
mentioned to you, had difcovered to HyaT Samis who I was,
given him a full account of my family, and informed him that I
had commanded a regiment of cavalry in the fervice of the Nabob
of Arcot, together witha corps of infantry and artillery attached
to it.  In confequence of this report, HYAT Sanis, he faid, had

interefted
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interefted himfelf very warmly in my favour, and exprefled an
anxious defire to render me a fervice..

Thus far the difcourfe pleafed me. Nothing was faid in it to
give me alarm; on the contrary, I indulged a hope, that, know-
ing my rank, and the rank of my father, he would. no longer en-
tertain a hope of my entering into the fervice of HypER, and,
for the time I was to be imprifoned, treat me with fuitable in-
duigence.. ButI flattered. myfelf too foon ;. or, as the old faying
is, ¢ reckoned-without my hoft.”

When he had finithed his hiftory of Hyar Samizs, which he
overcharged with fulfome panegyric, he told me, witha face full
of that triumphant importance which one who thinks. he is con~
ferring a great favour. generally aflumes,. that it was. the intention
of Hyat Samig, for and on behalf of his mafter the Sultan, to
give me the command of five thoufand men---an offer which he
ﬁippofed I could not think of declining, and therefore expeéted no
other anfwer but a profufion of thanks, and ftrong manifeftations.
of joy on my part.

It is not poffible for me- to defcribe to you my difmay at this:
formal propofal, or pourtray to you the various emotions that took.
poffeffion of my breaft. Refentment had its fhare---the pride of
the Soldier, not unaccompanied with the pride of Family and Rank,,
while it urged me to fpurn from me fuch a bafe accommodation,,
made me confider the offer as a great infult. 1 therefore paufeda
little, to fupprefs my feelings 5. and then told him my firm refolu-

1 5 tion,,
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tion, mever to accept of fucha propofal ;' and upon his expreiling
great aftonithment at my declining a ftation fo fraught with ad-
vantage, 1 laid down, in the beft manner I'could, my reafons;
and I muft fay, that he liftened to all the objections T ftarted with
great patience ; but, in the conclufion, faid he had little doubt of
finding means to overcome my reluctance.

He difmiffed me for the prefent, and I returned to ty prifon,
where I related to my companion, Mr. HALL, every thing that
paffed between us: we canvaffed ‘the matter fully; and he agreed
with me, that it was likely to turn out a moft dreadful and cruel
perfecution. It was on this occafion that I firft felt the truth of
the principle, that perfecution never fails to be {ubverfive of its own
end, and to promote that which it is intended to deftroy. There
15, in the human mind, an innate abhorrence of compulfion ; and
perfecution always gives new ftrength and elafticity to the foul ;
and at laft, when ftrained to its utmoft extent, makes Man fur-
mount difficulties which at firft feem to be beyond the reach of
humanity.

Piqued by the idea of perfecution, I began to feel a degree of
enthufiafm which I was before a ftranger to: I Jooked forward,
with a kind of gloomy pleafure, to the miferies that brutal tyranny
might inflict upon me, even to death itfelf; and already began to
indulge the exultation of martyrdom. ¢ No,” faid I, « my dear
Havrr ! never will I tarnifh the charaéter of a Britith Soldier---
never will I difgrace my blood or my profeflion---never fhall an

aét
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aét of mine fully the pure fame of my revered Father---never fhalk
any fﬂﬁ'erings of mine, however poignant, or worldly advantage,
however fedulive, ‘tempt me to do that which his noble  {pirit
would regard with horror or contempt. I may, and I forefee: I muft
be miferable; but F'never will be bafe or degenerate !’ Indeed, I
had wrought myfelf up to fucha pitch of firmnefs, that I'am per-
fuaded the mofl exquifite and refined cruelties which the ingenuity
of an Ir6quois Indian could have infli¢ted on my body, would have
been utterly mcapable of  bending thc ftubborn témper of my

t T

mind.

The Pl‘ace in which we were lodged was fituatéd in a way not
very fivourable to'our feelings. © Juft within fight of it, the Com-
mandant of the citadel held a Court---by him yclep'd a Court’ of
Juftice-t-where the' moft thocking, barbarous cruelties were hourly
excreifed-c-moft of them for the purpofe of extorting money, and
eompelling the difcovery of hidden, or fuppofitious hidden trea-
fures. - Tudeed, fivé fixths of thofe who fuffered were of ' this de-
foription y and the procefs purfued wasas artful as barbarous: ‘they
firft began ' with carefles, then proceeded to examination and crofy-
examination, thence to threats, thenc:e to’ pumfhment and,
finally; to the moft crael tortures..

Directly oppofite to us,-was - imprifoned an unfortunate per-

}

fon, who had for years. been ‘a clofe captive; and the fport and
fubjet of thofe enorrmitics. e wias a man once of the higheft
rank in the Country where now he was a prifoner @ for a feries of

H 2 ! years
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years he had been'Governor and fole Manager of the whole 'pro-
vinee of Bidanore. This was during the reign of the laft Rana, or
Queen, whofe family had been Sovereigns of the Country for time
immenmorial, till Hypek madea conqueft of, and annexed' it to
his other ufurpations. Unfortunately for him, he was fuppofed
to have amaffed and fecreted enormous treafures, in confequence
of which he had already undergone the fiery ordeal of torture {eve-
ral times. - He was {uppofed to have produced, from firft to laft,
about fifteen lacks of pagodas ; and then, in the courfe of eighteen
months, was degraded gradually, from the high refpect in which
he was at firft held, down to a moft abjet ftate---threatened,
flogged, punifhed in a variety of ways, iand, finally, put to the
moft cruel tortures. I myfelf faw him treated with the higheft
degree of refpe€t, and afterwards brought to the loweft ftage of
mifery and humiliation. One thing, however, I muft not forget,
is the fortitude with which he and all of them bore their punifh«
ment: it was truly heroic---indeed, beyond all belief. Nothing
could furpafs it, except the fkill and inventive ingenuity which the
barbarians exhibited in ftriking out new modes of torture. My
{oul fickened with horror at the fight: the amiable Harr could
worfe fupport it than his own miferies, and loft all that fortitude,
in his feeling for others’ misfortunes, which he difplayed in fo
unbounded a fhare in his own: and often, very often, we found
the rigour and feverity of our own fituation utterly forgotten in
our anguith and fympathy for the fufferings of others. Never fhall

1
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Tforgetit: never thall I think without horror of the accurfed policy
and wicked tyranny of the Eaftern Governments, where every
fenfe of humanity is extinguifhed,. and Man, more mercilefs than
the tiger, riots in the blood of his fellow-creatures without caufe.

Mr. HaL, notwithﬁanding the various fufferings both of mind
and body 'which'he had undergone, began to recruit, ‘and get a
little better; and this circumftance, of itfelf, diffufed a flow of
{pirits over me that contributed to my fupport. ~ We confoled each
other by every means we could dcvife---fbmetimes.induléing’.in all
the luxury of woe---fometimes rallying each other;: and, with ills
diffembled fprightlinefs, calling on the Goddefs Evrnrosyne. to
come with her “guirps: and cranks, and wreathed fmiles * but,
alas! the mountain nymph, fweet LiserTy, wasfaraway; and
the Goddefs thunned our abode. ' Wethowever begaw taconceive
that we might form a fyftem’ for ourrelief; and, by. 4'methodical
arrangement, entrench ourfelves from the affaults of grief : to this
end, we formed feveral refolutions, and entered into .certain en-
gagements---fuch as, never to repine at our fate,’ 7f xve could-<-to
draw confolation from the more dreadful lot of others, if we could ;
---and to encourage hope---hope that comes to all; and, on the
whole, to confine our converfation as much as poffible to fubjects
~of an agreeable nature: but thefe, like many other rules which
we lay down for the conduét of life, were often broken by necef~
fity, and left us to regret the fallibility of all human precautionary

{yftems.
: The
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" The youth and ftrength of Mr. HALL was to the full as ade-
quate as mine, to the fupport of any perfonal hardfhip: his intel-
leétual powers were excéllent, his temper incomparable, and  his
fortitude unparalleled ;-yet could I fee, that {omething moré¢ than
appeared ‘upon: the f{urface wrought within him;: and gnawed his
heart twith hidden pain. -United as we  were by fentiment, as
well as by 'parity of fuffering, I felt for hini too deeply, not to
have an interef¥ing curiofity to know what it was that preyed upon
His mind 3 e had nowcbeen, moriths together, fellow-fufferers;
aiid I thought myfelf fot witheut fome claim to his confidencer-«
4 told him fo, anid defired him to impart to mé his flory ; which
he, with his: accuftomed fuavity and condefeenfion, agreed to-r-
affuring me that it was not:fuch a ftory 'as-could requite the trouble
of hearing ity or intereft afty one buthimfelf, or fore véry warm
friend indeed : fuch,: however, he added, he tookime tobe 3 and,
as fuch,: would tell it to me. - I think it, however; worth relating,
and will give it to you in his own words; and, though it be very
thort, muft defer the relation to another Letter. | /-

LETTER
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M. Harr having, as I'told you in my laft, obligingly
agreed to favour me with a relation of his ftory, I now give it to
you as nearly in his own words as I can remember them. He pro-

ceeded thus:

s Althoggh you are now, my dear friend! a witnefs to \:my
being the moft perfeétly wretched of all created beings, yet ‘the
time is not long paft when fortune fimiled upon and gave me pro-
mife of as much happinefs as Man in this wretched vale of tears is
allowed by his circumfcribed nature to hope for. - I have feen the
time, when' each revolving fun rofe to uther me to'a day of joy,
and fet to confign me toa night of undifturbed repofe---when the
boun{ties of Nature, and the productions of Art, were poured with
the profufion of fond paternal affetion into my lap---when troops
of ‘friends hailed my rifing profpects---when health and peace made
this perfon their uninterrupted abode---and when the moft benig-
nant love that ever blefled a mortal filled up the meafure of my
blifs. Yes, CampprrL! it was once my happinefs, though now,’

alas! the fource of poignant mifery; to be blefled with the beft

parents



( 6% )

parents that ever watched over the welfare of a child---with
friends, too, who loved me, and whom my heart cher'iﬂwd---aud
-=-0 Gop ! do I think of her, and yet retain my fenfes---with
the affetions of a young lady, than whom Providence, in the
fullnefs of its power and bounty to Mankind, never formed one.
more lovely, one more angelic in perfon, more heavenly in difpo-
fition, morerich in intelletual” endowments. Alas! my friend,
will you, can you pardon thofe warm ebullitions of a fond paffion ?
will you for a moment enter into. my feelings, and make allow-
ance for thofe tranfports ! But how can you ! Your friendthip and
pity may indeed induce you to excufe this interruption ; but, to
{ympathife- truly, and féel as I feel, vou muft have knowmn the
charming girl herfelf.

“ My father, though he did not move in the very firft walk of
life, held the rank of a Gentleman by birth and education, and was
refpetable; not only as a man of confiderable property, but as a
pexfon who knew how to turn the gifts of fortune: to their beft:
account: he was generous without prodigality, and charitable.
without oftentation : he was allowed: by all who knew him to be the
moft tender of hufbands---the moft zealous and fincere: of - friends ;-
and I can bear witnefs to his being the beft of parents. = As long as,
1 can remember to have been able to make a remark, the tender~
nefs of both my father and mother knew no bounds : I feemed:ta
‘occupy all their thoughts, all their attention; and in a few years,
as 1 thank Gop:I never made an unfuitable return for their affee-

tion,.



(€ 65 )

tion, it increafed tofuch a dcgrcc, that their exiftence feemed to

hang upon mine. 7
% To make as much of a child fo beloved as his natural talents
would allow, no expence was fpared in my education: from
childhood, every inftruction that money could purchafe, and every
allurement to learn that fondnefs could fuggeft, were beftowed
upon me ; while my beloved father, tracing the advances I made
with the magnifying eye of affection, would hang over me in
rapture, and enjoy by anticipation the fame and honours that,
overweening fondnefs fuggefted to him, muft one day furround
me. Thefe prejudices, my dear friend! arifing from the excefs of
natural affeion, are excufeable, if not amiable, and deferve a better
fate than difappointment. Alas! my honoured father, you little
knew---and, oh may you never know, what fort of fame, what
fort of honours, await your child! May the anguifth he endures,
and’ his moft calamitous fate, never reach your ears ==-for, too
well I know, ’twould give a deadly wrench to vour heart, and

precipitate you untimely to your grave. . |
¢ Thus years rolled on; during which, time feemed to have
added new wings to his flight, fo' quickly did they pafs.” Un-
marked by any of thofe finifter events that parcel out the time in
weary ftages to the unfortunate, it {lid on unperceived; and an
enfargement in my fize, and an increafe of knowledge, were all

I had to inform me that eichteen vears had paffed away.

I It
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¢ [t was at this time that I fir(t found the fmooth current of my
tranquillity interrupted, and the tide of my feelings {welled and
agitated, by the acceffion of new ftreams of fenfation---In fhort,
I became a flave to the delicious pains of Love; and, after having
borne them in concealment for a long time, at length collected
courage to declare it. Franknefs and candour were among the
virtues of my beloved: fhe liftened to proteftations of affection,
and,lr-iﬁng above the little arts of her fex, avowed a reciprocal
attachment. The meafure of my blifs feemed now to be full :
the purity of my paffion was fuch, that the thoughts of the groffer
animal defires never once occurred; and happy in loving, and in
being beloved, we paffed our time in all the innocent blandifhments
which truly virtuous Love infpires, without our imagination
roaming even for an inftant into the wilds of fenfuality.

¢« As I was to inherit a genteel, independent fortune, my father
propofed to breed me up to a learned profeffion~--the Law ; rather
to invigorate and exercife my intelleéts, and as a ftep to rank in the
State, than for mere lucrative purpofes. I was put to one of the
Univerfities, with an allowance fuited to his intentions towards
me ; and was immediately to have been fent to travel for my
further improvement, when an unforefeen accident happened,.
which completely cruthed all my father’s views, dathed the cup
of happinefs from my lips, and brought me ultimately to that
deplorable ftate in which you have now the misfortune to be joined:
along with me,

¢é- It
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¢ It was but a few months antecedent to my embarking . fox
the Eaftern World, that my father, whom I. had for fomc‘ time
with forrow obferved thoughtful, ftudious and melancholy, took
me into his ftudy,and, feizing my hand, and leoking earnettly into
my face, while his countenance betrayed the “violent agitation of
his mind, atked me emphatically, if I thought I had fortitude to bear
the greateft poffible calamity ¢ I was horror-ftruck at his emotion,
accompanied by fuch a queftion---but replied, I hoped I had. He
then afked me, if I had affeétion enough for him to forgive him if
he was the caufe of it ? I anfwered, that the idea conneéted with
the word forgivenefs, was that which I could never be brought by
any earthly circumftance toapply tomy father; but begged him at
once to difclofe the worft to me---as, be it what it might, my
mifery could not furpafs what Ithen felt from the my(terious man-
ner in which he then {poke.

- ¢ He then told me that he was an undone man---that he had,
with the very beft intentions, and with the view of aggrandizing
me, engaged in great and amportant {peculations, which, had
they fucceeded, would have given wus a princely fortune---but,
having turned out, unfortunately, the reverfe, had left him little
above beggary. Headded, that he had not the refolution to com-
municate his lofles to me,, until neceflity compelled him to tell me
all the truth. :

o A‘lthough this 'was a fevere thock to me, I endeavoured to
conceal my feelings from my father, on whofe account, more than
le oul
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on my own, T was affeéted, and’ pretended to make as light of 1t
as fo very important a misfortune would juftifys and I had the hap-
pineﬁar.to‘ perccivc that'the worthy- man took fome comfort frommy
fuppofed indifference. - 1 conjured him not to let fo very'trivial a
thing as ‘the lofs of property, which could be repaired, break in
on his 'peacé of mind or health, which could not ; and obferved
to him, that we had all of us ftill enough---for that my private
property (which I poffeffed independent of him, and which a re-
lation left me) would amply fupply all our necéffities.

“ Having thus endeavoured to accommodate my unhappy fa-
ther’s feelings to his loffes, I had yet to: accommodate my own'; ‘and
began to revolve in‘my mind what was likely to enfue from, and:
what ftep was moft proper to be taken in, this.dreadful change of
circumftances. ‘Fhat which lay neareft to my heart firff occurred s
---you will readily guefs that I mean my Love:' to'involve herI
loved more, far more, than my life, in the misfortunes of my fa-
mily, was too horrible'a confideration to be outweighed even by
the dread of lofing her. T knew not what to doyand1 thought upon:
it till T became almoft enfrenzied---In this ftate I went to her, and
unfolded the whole flate of our concerns, together with ray refolu~
tion not to involve her in our ruin ;---when---can you believe it 2=,
the lovely girl infifted on making my fate indiflolubly her’s---not, as
the faid, that the had the fmalleft apprehenfion lapfe of time or change:
of circumiftance could make an alteration in our affeétion, but that
fhe wifhed to give my mind that repofe which I might derive from:

; fecurity.
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fecurity.  This I' would by no means accede to ; and, for the pre-
fent, we contented ourfelves with mutual vows of eternal ﬁd‘,elify.v

¢ As foon as I thought my father’s mind fit for fuch a converf-
ation, I opened to him a plan I had formed of ‘coming to India,
to advance my fortune. His underftanding approved of it, but
his heart diffented ; and he faid, that to part with me would give the
finifhing ftroke to his misfortunes : but, asmy intereft was toler-

ably good, I reprefented to him the great likelihood I had of fuc-
cefs; and at laft, with fome difficulty, he confented.

“ My next ftep was to acquaint Mifs with my refolu-
tion. I purpofely pafs over a meeting which no power of language
can defcribe !---then how can1?---Oh! CampgELL, the remem-
brance of it gnaws me like a vulture here,” (and he put his hand
upon his heart, while the tears rolled down his cheeks) “ and
will {foon, foon bring me to my end.

¢ Not to detain you with vain efforts to dcﬁ,nbc all our feel-
mcrs I will confine myfelf to telhucr you, that aftcr havmo- rmdc
cvcry neceflary prcpcuatlon, and dauded Wlth my much hououred
puents thc little property I poffeﬁ‘c:d I fet fail’ for lndla, m a f’ratc
of mmd Lompared with Wthh the horrors of alllllhlldtIOIl .wc()llglldr
have been enviable : the chaos i m my thoutrhts ‘made me m{cnﬁble :
to every object but one; and I brooded with a foxt of ﬁupld

gloomy mduerncc over the portra.:t of Mifs A whlch huncr

round my neck, and was my 111fep'1rable comppn1on, till the people
who feized me as I came athore plundcred me of it, and thereby
depnvcd
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deptived me of the laft refuge for comfort T had left.  Oh! mon~
fters { barbarians! had you glutted your {favage fury by diffevering
my limbs, one after another, from my body, it would have been
mercy, compared with depriving me of that little image of her I
love ! Butit isall over, and I fhall foon fink into the grave, and
never more be blefled with the view of thofe heavenly features, till
we meet in that region wherealltears are wiped away, and where,

I truft, we fhall be joined together for endlefs ages, in cternal,
never-fading blifs !

L B9 TEYRT LH.
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O the day fucceeding that on which the agent of Hyar
Sauie had held the difcourfe with me, mentioned in rr?j; lat Let-
ter but one, I was again fent for, and brought to the fame perfon,
who afked me, whether I had duly cenfidered of the important
offer made me by HyaT Sanis, and of the confequences likely to
refult from a refufal? and he apprifed me at the fame time, that
the command of five thoufand men was an honour which the firft
Rajahs in the Myforean dominions would grafp at with tranfport.
I told him I was well convinced of the honour fuch a command
would confer on any man but an Englithman, whofe Country

being
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being the object of Hyper’s inceffant hoftility, would make the
acceptance of it infamy---that although I knew there were but too
many Englithmen apoftates to their Country, I hoped there were
but few to be found in India willing to accept of any emoluments,
however great, or any temptations, however {pecious,, ta fly from
the ftandard of their Country, and rally round that of its bittereft
enemy---that, for my own part, being of a name ever foremoft
in the ranks of loyalty and patriotifin, and of a family that had
hithertodetra¢ted nothing from the honours of that name, fuch
an act of apoftacy would be peculiarly infamous in me, and I
could view it in ‘no better light than traitorous and parricidal--~
that, independent of all thofe claims, which were of themfelves
fufficient to deter me, I felt within myfelf a principle, perhaps
innate, perhaps infpired by military habit, that forbade my acced-
ing---and, finally, appealed to the good fenfe of Hvar Sauis,
whether. a man who in fuch circumftances had betrayed his Coun-
try, and facrificed her intercfls to his own confcience, was fuch a
perfon as confidence eould properly be put in..

Notwithftanding thefe, and a thoufand other remonftrances,.
which I cannot immediately recolle¢t, but which the hazards of
my fituation fuggefted, he ftill continued to prefs me, and ufed:
every argument, every perfuafion, that ingenuity could dictate,.
or hints of punifthment enforce, to fhake my purpofe---but in
vain : attachment to Country and Family rofe paramount to all.
other confiderations; and I'gave a peremptory, decifive refufal.

Circum--
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Circumftanced as I'was, it was impofiible for me to keepan
accurate journal of the variousincidents that paffed, or viciffitudes
of thought that occurred, during the period of my imprifonment.
Indeed, I was fcarcely confcious of the length of my captivity, and
could not, till I was releafed, determine exactly how long it had
coutinuc‘d. You muft thereforé content yourfelf to be told in ge-
neral terms, that 1. was repeatedly urged on the fubject.by fair
perfuafives : they then had recourfe to menace; then they with-
held the daily pittance allowed for my fupport;-and at length
proceeded to coercion, tying a rope-round my neck, and hoifting
me up to a tree.. All this, however, I bore firmly: if it had any
effect, it was to confirm me in my refolution, and call in policy
to the aid of honour’s dictates. Every man of fecling or reafon
muft allow, that it was better to die, than live a life of f{ubjection
to tyranny {o truly diabolical. ) ‘

Mr. Harr and I, thus drove to the brink of extinétion, yet
confoled ourfelves with the refleétion, that thofe whom moft we
loved were not tharing our unhappy fate, and weére fortunately
ignorant of our fufferings ; and as I enjoyed perfect good health,
hope yet lived within me.

There is a {pring, an elafticity, in every man’s mind, of which
the owner is rarely, very rarely conicious, becaufe fortunately
the occafions feldom occur in which it can be brouglf;t to the proof ;
for, as laffitude is the neceffary forerunner of rcﬁ"cfhmmt,'fo is
extreme dejection to the moft vigorous exercife of our fortitude.

' So
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So I found it as the horrors of my fituation thickened round me,
I felt my fpirits increafe; my refolution became more firm, my
hopes' more fanguine---I even began to look forward, and form
projects for the future: whole hours imuﬁ:ment, every day and
every night, arofe from the contemplation of my beloved boy ; I
iy imagination traced his growth, dire¢ted his rifing {entiments,
formed plans for his' future foccefs and profperity, ana lndulged by

anticipation in -all the en_}oyment which Tnew truft I ﬂ'tall ve?
have in his ripeneéd manhood. !

Thus we continued for many months, during which no altera-
tion whatfoever took place in our treatment or fituation. We hearcf
a'thoufand contradictory reports of vi€tories gained over the Engh{fl,
and again of fome fucceflés on their part: they, however, defifted to
prefs me into their fervice. The only relief from our ﬁ:ﬁ‘qrings lay
i’ the refources of our own minds, and'in our mutual endeavours
to pleafe and confole one another : the circumfances of 'aggrava-
tion were the ‘neceflity of daily bearing witnefs to the moft barba-
rous punifhments inflicted upon wretched individuals under the
femblance of juftice, and: the occafional deprivation of ou;' ‘fom},
either by the fraud of the Sepdys who attended us, or the cﬁpfice or
cruelty of their fuperiors. Tt is but juftice, however, to fay, that
they were not’ alf alike: fome overflowed with miercy, chai-_i'ty,
and' the milk of human kindnefs; wlﬂl_'c ot'hers; again, were almoft
as bad men as the Sovereigns they ferved. We were not allowed
the ufe of pen, ink, orpaper; and very feldom could afford our-

K felves
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{felves the luxury: of fhaving, orclean linen: nor were we at all
fheltercd from.the inclemency of the weather, till at length a lit-
tle room was built for us of mud, which being fmall and damp,
rendered our fituation worfe than it was before.

| . The prifoner whom I have already mentioned, as having, in
the time of the former Sovereign, held the firft office in Bidanore,
{till continued 0p§oﬁte to me; and he and I at length began to un-
derftand each other, and found means, by looks, figns and gef-
tures, to exchange thoughts, and hold an intercourfe of {entiments
together,  From the circumftance of his being a native, and bet-
ter fkilled in the language than me, he had much better intelligence
than I could poflibly have, and he was always eager to convey to.
me any circumitance or news that he thought might be agreeable :
fome meflages alfo paffed between us, by means of the Sepoys
who had alternately been his guard and mine---for our guards.
were chahgcd every week, :

Projetts and hopes of a new kind now began to. intrude them--
felves on my thoughts; and I conceived a defign, which I flattered:
myfelf was not entirely impracticable, to effect an efcape, and
cven a revolt in the place. A variety of circumftances. concurred.
to perfuade me, that the tyranny of HyDER, and his. fervant.
Hyar SaH1B, was abhorred, though none dared. to give vent to-
their fentiments. I thought I could obferve,, that the native pri-
foner oppofite to me was privately beloved, and might, from. the
recofleétion of his former dignities, have confiderable influence. in:

the
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the place. Several Arcot Sepoys and their Officers (fome of them
belonging to my own regiment) were alfo Erifoncrs at large ; and
withal 1 recollecled, that difficulties apparently more ftupend-
ous had been overcome by Englifhmen---having often heard it af--
ferted, that there was not a prifon in the known world out of
which a Britith fubject had not made his efcape.

Fraught with thofe conceptions, I attempted to found the Of-
ficers of the Arcot Sepoys, whether it were not poffible for
us to effect our efcape? So ardent is the flame of Liberty in all
men’s breafts, fo great is the deteftation of human nature to
Slavery, that I perceived a manifeft willingnefs in the people
about us to join me in an attempt to procure our liberty, or bring
about a revolt in the garrifon. My heart beat high with the hope ;
and I began to flatter myfelf, that the day was not far removed
when we fhould not only bid defiance to our tyrants, but even
make them repent the day on which we VIVCI'E caft athore on their
coaft.

Having thus diftantly founded all who 1 thought were likely to
concur, upon the praéticability of the attempt, and found them, as
1 CO!lCEiVCd, difpofed to take fhare in it, it yet remained to confider
of the quomods---and, after having formed the general outlines of
a plan, tolick it into thape. The firt of thefe was a critical con-
fideration: the fecond required addrefs and management, and
was likely to be impeded by the vigilance of the people about,
who would not fail to remark, and take the alarm, from any un-

: K 2 ufual
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ufual intercourfe or difcourfe between us; and without a mutual
communication of thoughts, and full deliberation by all parties
concerned, as well as knowledge of the fort and its different gates,
nothing could, with any profpet of fuccefs, be determined---
nothing, without the moft imminent hazard, be attempted. I
therefore held various councils with my own mind, and with
Mr. HaLr, on the fubjeét---moft of which were abortive, with-
out at all difcouraging us. -

At laft I began to think of founding the Bidanore prifoner,
ci=devant Governor of the place; and determined, if poffible,
to bring him into our confultations, as I had before hoped to make
him a party in the execution of the project: but while 1 was
fetthng all this much to my own fatisfaction, an ‘event occurred
which extinguithed all my hopes in that way---of which you thall
have an account in my next Letter.

LETTER
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- W uzrsen the plan which I mentioned in my laft was
difcovered or not, or from what other motive it arofe, I have not to
this day been able to decide; but {o it was, that while my fanguine
mind was overflowing with the\hopc of carrying my projeét for
an efcape into effe@, Mr. Harr and I were one day unexpectedly
loaded with irons, and faftened together, leg by leg, by one bolt.
This, as nearly as T can compute, was four or five months before
my releafe. Of all the circumiftances of my life, it has made the
firongeft impreflion wpon my mind : it unexpe@edly and faddenly
broke down the moft pleafing fabric my imagination had’ ever
built. The furprife occafioned by the appearance of the irons, and
the precautionary manner in which it was undertaken, was indeed
great: ftill more was, I forprifed to obferve, that the perfon
who was. employed to fee this put in exceution, manifefted un-
ufual emotions, feemed much affefted, and even fhed tears s he
locked on: and while the fuddennefs and cautionary mode of
doirig it convinced me that forme refiftance on our part was appre-
hended, the forrow which the Officer who ﬁ:peﬂmmded it dmfclofcﬁ .
gorttnded in my mind a fatal, or at leaff a’very ferious iffue.

Un~
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- Unfortunately, poor Mr. Harr had for fome time been
affli¢ted with a return of his dreadful diforder, the dyfentery;
and our being thackled together increafed an unconquerable mortifi-
cation of feelings which he had before undergone, from a delicacy of
nature that would have done honour to the moft modeft virgin, be
her fenfibility ever fo exquifite, or her delicacy ever fo extreme---
And here, my dear FrEpERICK ! I cannot let {lip this opportunity
of remarking to you, that the man, as well as the woman, who
would render himfelf truly amiable in the eyes of ‘his fellow-crea-
tures, fhould cultivate delicacy and modefty, as the moft captivat-
ing of all the moral virtues : from them, heroifm derives additional
luftre---wit, ten-fold force---religion and morality, the charms of
perfuafion---and every perfonal aétion of the man, irrefiftible dig-
nity and winning grace. From this unlucky event, I received a
temporary depreflion ; and the rapidly increafing illnefs of poor
HarLL rendered my fituation more than ever calamitous;
when, again, my fpirits, eagerly prone to grafp at every thing’
that gave a momentary hope of fupport, were a little recruited by
confufed rumours of the Englith army having made a defcent on
the Malabar coaft: and fo powerful is the influence of mind on
the animal fyftem, that Mr. HaLL enjoyed from the report a
momentary alleviation of his malady ; but, having no medical-
afliftance, nor even fufficient fuftenance to further the favourable
operations of Nature, he relapfed again; the difeafe fell upon him
with redoubled fury : a very fcanty portion of boiled rice, with a

more



(™)

more fcanty morfel of ftinking falt fith or putrid fleth, was a very
inadequate fupport for me, who, though emaciated, was in health
---and very improper medicine for a perfon labouring under a ma-
lady fuch as Mr. HaLL's, which required comfort, good medical
tkill, and dqlicatc nutritious food. The tea which HyaT SanIs
‘had ‘given me was expended ;- and we were not allowed to be
thaved from the hour we were put in irons, an indulgence of that
kind being forbidden by the barbarous rules of the prifon : and, to
refine upon our tortures, fleep, “the balm of hurt minds,” was
not allowed wsuninterrupted ;. for, in conformity to another regu-
lation, we were difturbed every half hour by a noife fomething
refembling a watchman’s rattle, and a fellow who,. ftriking every
part of our irons with a kind of hammer, and examining them
left they fhould be cut, broke in upon. that kind reftorative, and
awoke our {ouls to frefh horrors.

As it mu{t be much - more naturally matter of aftonithment that.
any bodily ftrength could fupport itfelf under fuch complicated cala-
mities, than.that infirmity thould {ink beneath them,, you will be ra--
ther grieved than furprifed tohear that poor Mr. HALE was now ap-
proaching to his end with hourly accelerated fieps.: Every application:
that I made in his favour was refufed, or rather treated with r‘;ruel
neglect-and contemptuous filence ;. and I forefaw, with inexpreffi-
ble anguith and indignation, that. the barbarians would not abate
him in his laft minutes one jot of mifery, and that my moft ami-

able friend was fated to expire under every attendant horror that
~ mere:



( %)

mere {ublunary circumf{tances could create.  Butthat pity which
the mighty, the powerful and enlightened denied, natural bene-
volence operating wpon an uninformed mind, and {canty means,
afforded us. Hyar Saurs, the powerful, thé wealthy, (the Geo-
vernor of a great and opulent province, refufed toian etpiring fel-
low-creature a little cheap- relief---while a poor Sepoy taxed his
little means to fupply it : one who guarded us, of his own accord,
at hazard of imminent punifhment, purchafed us a lamp and a
litele oil, which we burned for the laft few nights.

Philofophers and Divines have declaimed upon the advantages
of a well-fpent life, as felt i articulo mortis; and their efforts
have had, T hope, fome effect upon the lives of many. = To wit-
nefd one example fuch as Mr. Harr held forth, would be worth
volumes of precepts on this fubject. The unfeigned refignation
with which he met his diffolution, and the majef¥ic fortitude with
which he looked in the face the various cireumftances of horror
that furrounded him, rendered him the moft dignified obje€t T ever
beheld or conceived, and the moft glorious inffance of’ confeious
virtue triumphing over the terrors of death, and the (.'lmnmgc bar-
barity of Mankind: “Were the progrefs of virtue attended ‘with
pain, and the pratlice of ‘viee with pleafure, ‘the adoption of the
former would be amply repaid by its foothings in the dreadful mo-
ment, even if it were to accompany us no  further. ' About 2
quarter of an hour before he died, Mr. HALL broached' 4’ moft
tender fubjeét of converfation, which he followed uvp with o feries
s of
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of obfervations, fo truly refined, {o exquifitely turned, fo dclicatc
and {o pathetic, that it feemed almoft the language of mfplmnon

as if, in ,propoltxon to the dcca_‘y of the bod), mtclle& m(.r(.a{cd

and the dying man had’ become all mind. SuCh a cony c1f:1t:on I ,
ncve; remembered to have heard, or hcard of. Its eﬂ‘c&a__ _u’Pox)
me were wonderful ;. for, though the combination of ;ﬁclgnﬂcholy
circumf’t:inccs attehdinw my now éritical ﬁtuation had almoﬁ raifed
my mind to frenzy, t,hc falutary influence of hls words and exam-
ple controuled the eJ\ceﬁ'es of . my ienfatlous : and I met the aﬁll&-
ing moment of jhis departure with a degrce of tranquillity, which,

though not to be compared to his, has on reﬂe&1011 appeared to
me aftonifthing. . This converfdnon continued to the very inftant
of his death ; during which time he held my hand claf'ped in hﬁ.
frcquentl_v enforcing his kind _c:\prcfﬁm_ls to me with a {queeze---
while my forrow, taking its moft eafy channel, bcdcw.cd iny face
‘with tears. As he proceeded, my voice was chmked W1th my. feel~
ings; and I attempted once or twice in vain to, 1peak HIS hand
grew cold : he faid his lower limbs were all lifelefs, and that he
felt death coming over him with {low cf ceping fteps---He again
moralized, thanking Gop with pathetic fervour for his grt::zlntt mercy
in leaving him his intelleéts unclouded, and the organ of commu-
nication (the tongue) unenfeebled, that, to the laft, he might
folace his friend and fellow-fufferer---¢ Ah ! CameBeLL !”
tinued he, “to what a feries of miferies am I now leaving you!
Death in fuch circumftances is a blefling---1 view mine as fuch;

and thould think it more {o, if it contributed, by awakening thofe
L people

con-
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people to a fenfe of their cruelty, to foften their rigour to you:
but cruelty like their’sis fyftematic, and ftoops not to the controul
of the feelings. Could I hope that you would yet cfca,-pé from
their clutches, and that you would once more prefs your family to
your bofom, the thought would brighten ftill the moment of our
fcparéltio'n' and, oh ! my friend! could I {till further hope that you
would onc ‘day fee my moft beloved and honoured parents, and tell
them of my death without wringing their hearts with its horrid

circumftances, offer them my laft duties, and tell how I revered

them---If, too, you could fee my , and tell her how far, far

SR

more dear than

Here he turned his eyes toward the lamp,
then faintly on me---made a convulfive effort to {queeze my hand
---cried out, * CamPBeLL! oh, CamrrrLL! the lamp 15 going
out " and expired without a groan.

The recital of this afflicting event has called up to my fancy fou
Tively a pi€ture of the fcene as it pafled with all its horrors---horrors
which outftrip all efforts of defcription, and baffle all power of
language---that my feelings are in part renewed, and I find myfelf

incapable of proceeding further at prefent.

LETTER
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LETTER LIV

I or fome time T was loft in grief for the death of Mr.
Harr. Though I had long expeted it, and might confequently
be fuppofed to have wafted great part of my forrow in anticipa-
tion; yet, having only confidered and felt the point‘before his
death merely as it refpe¢ted him and his misfortunes, a great por-
tion of the calamity remained unconceived : and, now that he
was dead, I began for the firft time to confider and feel the fub-
jeét as it concerned myfelf. Reflection told me, that he was hap-

pily relieved from woe, and ina ftate of blifs---

« After life's fitful fever, he fleeps well :
Nor fteel nor poifon,

66, woniic b
. ¢« Malice domeftic, foreign l'cvy-—no:hing

¢ (Can touch him further !”

But I ftill remained a prey to perhaps new barbarities, without
hope of relief from the old. *No partner to fhare, no focial converfe
to alleviate, no friend to confole me under my affli¢tions, Ilooked
at the body of my friend with envy, and lamented that death had
not afforded me, too, a fhelter from the crueltxcs which fate

feemed determined to heap upon me.
L2 It
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It is impoffible for me to exprefs to you the agonies of mind 1
underwent during the reft of the night. In the morning, a report
was made to the Commandant, of the death of Mr. HaLL ; apd
in about an hour after, he paffed me by, but kept his face purpofely
turned away from me to the other fide. I patiently waited for the
removal of the dead body till the evening, when I defired the Sepoys -
who oruftrdcd me to appl) for its being removed. They returned,
and toﬁd me that the) could get no anfwer refpeéting it. Nicr ht
came on,. but there was no : '1ppezu ance of an.intention to unfetter
me from the corpfe. "The Commandant was fitting in his Court,
admunﬁel ing, in the manner I have before defcribed, Juflice !
I called out to him my felf with all my might, but could get no an-
fver from him, Nothmc could equal my rage and confternation;
for, exclufive of the pamful idea of being thackled to the dead body
of a friend I loved, auofhercircmnﬁance contributed to make it
ferious fubject of hotror. In thofe climates, the weather is {o in-
tenfely hot, that putrefaction almoft inftantly fucceeds death ; and
meat that is killed in the morning, and kept in the thade, will be
unfit for drefling at night. In a fubjet, then, on which putrefaction
had made advances even before death, and which remained expofed
to the open air, the procefs muft have been much more rapid.. So.
far, however, from compaflionating my fituation, or indulging me
by a removal of the body, their barbarity fuggefted to them :to.
make it an inftrument of punithment ; and they pertinacioufly ‘ad-
hered to the moft mortifying filence and difregard of my complaints..

For




¢ 8 )

For feveral days and nights it remained attached to me by the irons.
I grew almoft diftracted---wifhed for the means of putting an end
to my miferies by death, and could not move without witnefling
fome new ftage of pufrefccn(:e it attained, or breathe without in-
haling the putrid efluvia that arofe from it-s=while ‘myriads of
flies and loathfome infeéls refted on it, the former of which every
now and then vifited me, crawling over my face and hands, and
lighting in hundreds on my viftuals. I never look back at this
erifis ‘without confufion, horror, and “even aftonifhment ; and,
were 1t not connefted with a chain of events preceding and fubfe-
‘quent to it, ‘too.well known by refpectable people to be doubted,
and too much interwoven with a part of the hiftory of the laft war
4h India 'to almit of doubt, 1 'thould not only be afraid to tell, but '
abfolately ‘doubt myfelf whether the whole was not the illufion of
a ‘dream, rather than credit the poffibility of my enduring fuch.
unheard-of hardfhips without 1ofs of life or deprivation of fenfes.
At Taft, when ‘the body had reached that fhocking loathfome
ftate of putrefation which threatened that further delay would
render removal abominable, if not impoffible, the monfters agreed
to take it away from me---and'T was {o far relieved : ‘but the mor-
‘tification and irijury I underwent from it, joined to the agitation
‘of the preceding week, made a vifible inroad on my ‘bealth. I
totally loft my {pirits’; my appetite entirely forfook me: my long-
-nourifhed hopes fled'; and I looked forward to death asithe only.
‘ 100 defirable:
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defirable event that was within the verge of likelihood or poffi-
bility. ' _

One day, my oppolite friend (the native prifoner) gave me a
look of the moft interefting and encouraging kind ; and 1 per-
ceived a more than ufual buftle in the citadel, while the Sepoys
informed me that they were ordered on immediate fervice, and
that fome events of great importance had taken place. From this
feeble gleam, my mind, naturally active, though deprefled by
circumftances of unufual weight, again took fire, and hope bright-
ened with a kind of gloomy light the profpeét before me: I re-
volved a thoufand things, and drew from them a thoufand fur~
mifes ; but all as yet was only conjefture withme. Ina day or two,
the buftle increafed to a high pitch, accompanied with marks of
confternation : the whole of the troops in the citadel were ordered
to march ; and the Commandant, and a man with a hammer and
inftruments, came to take off my irons.

While they were at work taking off my irons, I perceived
that they were taking off thofe of the native prifoner oppofite to
me alfo. He went away under a guard: we looked at each
other complacently, nodded and {miled, as who fhould fay, ¢ we
hope to fee one another in happier times not far diftant.” But,
alas! vain are human hopes, and thort and dark is the extent of our
utmoft forefight ! This unhappy man, without committing any
fort of offence to merit it, but in conformity to the damnable,
barbarous policy of thofe Countries, was, by the Jemadar’s

orders,



( 87 )

orders, taken forth, and his throat cut! This the Jemadar him-
felf afterwards acknowledged to me---and, what was ftill more
abominable if poffible, undertook to juftify the proceeding upon
the principles of reafon, found fenfe, and precedent of Afiatic
policy.

In order to elucidate the whole of this bufinefs, it is neceffary
for me to recur to events. which happened antecedent to this time,
but of which, by reafon of my fituation, 1was then entirely ig-
norant 3 and as they involve, not only the greuﬁds of my {ubfe-
quent efcape and proceedings, but a confiderable portion of hif-
torical fact, and'fome of the material interefts of the Eaft India
Company, I will be the more particularly careful in relating
them,  and. defire from you a proportionate fhare of attelltioxl--:
But their importance entitle them to a feparate Letter = therefore

conclude with afluring you, &c. &e.

f

LETTER
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ot Hypkr Ardr Kraws, date Nabob: of M ylore; and
father tothe fp&'dfeﬂthwroo SAHIB SULTEAIN, was as’ extraor-
dinary 4'man, and 'perhaps poffefled as great matural talents; as any
‘recortled in‘the page of Hiftory., - Born andibredwup in the loweft
‘ranks of an unenlightened and igiorant: People, and to the laft
day of his life perfectly illiterate, he not oulyemerged from hia
native obfcurity by the vigour of 'his mind and body, but became
an object of terror and admiration to furrounding Potentates.
Early initiated in the habits and inured tothe toils of a militavy
life, he rofe, by the gradual fteps of promotion, to a rank which
afforded an opportunity of difplaying his capacity and prowefs;
he foon obtained the command of that army in which he had once
ferved as a common foldier, and immediately demonftrated that the
fublimity of his mind was formed to keep pace with his extraor-
dinary elevation. :

The Marhattas, the moft formidable people in Hither India,
bordered on the Myforean dominions, and kept their neigh-
bours, by frequent hoftilities, in a continual ftate of awe---
making incurfions on their territories, and taking poffeflion, by

force
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force of arms, of large portions of their Country: but no fooner
had HypER got the command of the armies of his Country, than:
he drove back the Marhattas from the Myforean dominions, which
he extended by confidérable acquifitions from the Marhatta fron-
tiers ; and followed up his conquefts with fuch fuccefsful ardour,
that he compelled that warlike ‘Nation to refpec his Countrymen
as their equals, if not fuperiors, in military achievement. "Fhus,
while he ingratiated himfelf with his Sovereign and Fellow-citi-
zens by his wifdom, he acquired the admiration of the Soidier_v b}"
his perfonal addrefs and valour ; and at the fame time, by the feve-.
rity of his difcipline, and the occafional aufterity of his deportment,
maintained an awe over them, which ftrengthened his authority
without diminithing their affection.

HyDpER was therefore now arrived at that point of clévation,
beyond which no exertion of mental capacity, if governed by vir-
tue or integrity, could raife him---So far he owed all to genius :
but his towering ambition looked higher; and, unreftrained bv
any principle of religion or morality, he determined to accom-
plith, at any rate, that which he knew nothing but crime could
accomplith. With wicked deliberation he looked forward into
the womb of time, and with unparalleled policy arranged the
whole fyftem wpon which he was to a&, when that order of
things his penetrating and intuitive genius enabled him to fee
would naturally arife from each other, fhould afford him a proper
opportunity. Although he was utterly ignorant of books, and of

M courfe
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cousfe could, derive little benefit from the examples of the great
andrambitious men recorded in Hiftory, yet, drawing upon the in-
finite ‘réfources of his own mind or information, he adopted the
very fame means of furthering his views ; and forefeeing, that,
with an immenfe army devoted to his interefts, few things would be
unattainable, he applied himfelf diligently to model and form that of
the K1nG of MYsoRE to the greateft perfection in difcipline, and to
x;endef it attached to his perfon, and fubfervient to his views, by a
{kilful mixture of feverity and relaxation, toil and reward, dan-
ger and applaufe, which none but a mafter-hand like his was ca-
pable of exactly compounding.

The death of his Sovereign the Km(, of Mysore at length
afforded him the opportunity to which he had fo long, and with
fo prophetic an eye, looked forward---and gave him ample room
for felf-gratulation on the {core of his fagacity and prudence..

The Heir in fucceffion to the Throne being then an.infant, the.
politic HYDER, fetting afide all claims of the kindred of the young.
Prince, took upon himfelf the guardianthip---under the title of
Regent affumed the fupreme authority---and, thaugh too well,
aware of the inviolable attachment of the People to their lawful
Monarch to put him dife&ly to death, ufurped the Throne, and.
eonfigned him to imprifonment in Seringapatam, the capital of
the Myforean dominions. ;

Having thus, by his talents, acquired the pofleffion of the
Throne, he gave a large range to the fublimity of his views, and.

foon
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foon difplayed the exhauftles refources of his mind in the new
office of Governor and Legiflator---forming fuch vaft well-or-
dered military eftablithments, and fuch judicious and falutary civil
inftitutions, as made him blaze forth at once the terror of his
nc;ghbours, and rendered him, in the fequel, the moft powerful
and formidable Potentate in the Hither Peninfula. In carrying
on thofe, his deficiency in letters was fupplied by his vigilance.
and fagacity, fharpened by fufpicion : three'fecretaries executed
] his orders in feparate apartments ; and if, on comparifon, they
were found to differ, he who committed the error received fen-
tence of death. His natural cruelty made him take the execution
of their fentence upon himfelf not unfrequently : to flice off a head
with his own hand, or fee it done by others, was a' luxurious re-
creation to the fanguinary HYDER. _

The natural fagacity of this great man fuggefted, that in or-
der to accomplith the extenfive objects which his a&ive and ambi-
tious temper held up. to his imagination, the introduction of the
moft perfeét military difcipline was above all other things necef>
fary ; and his judgment informed him that the European was the
beft.” He therefore held out the moft tempting allurements to
military adventurers, and particularly to thofe, whether black or
white, who had been trained in the fervice of the Englith Eaft
India Company : he fent emiffaries, for the purpofe, to all parts
of India, with inftrutions to offer great rewards; and carried
this defign {o far, that whenever accident or war threw perfons of

M2 that
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that defeription into his hands, he never failed to detain themn,
and, if the)} refufed to enter into his fervice, treat t_hcrp with the
moft unpardonable rigour and barbarity; and by thefc means
brought his army to a ftate of perfection till then unknown to a
Black Power. He did not {top there, but determined to eftablith
a Navy--=by large offefs allured many thip-carpenters and artizans
from Bombay---made no inconfiderable progrefs in conftruéting
dock~yards, and had actually equipped fome fhips of the line, be-
fides frigates, fitted to! encounter European feas. Indeed, he
feemed to have carried his views of congueft even to the Polar
regions 3 forit-is:a facl, that he dire¢ted his people, in conftruéting
thofe veflels, 'to: fit them: for encountering feas of ice, or, as he
called it, the thick water.:

To a man of fuch ardent ambition and deep penetration, the
vaft powér which the Englith Eaft India Company had acquired,
and were daily acquiring, in the Eaft, could not fail to.be an ob-
jeé of jealouly. . He conceived a deadly and implacable animofity
to the Britith Nation, which influenced his whole fucceeding life,
ended only with his death, and was then tranfmitted to his fon
‘T1eroo SaHis;with the exation of a folemn oath, ever to retain:
thofe {fentiments.

A coincidence of circumftances,. which has feldom occurred in.
the fortunes of men, tended, at a lucky crifis, to further the bold.
projeéts of HYpeR ; and neither fortune, though extremely pro-
pitious to him, nor his own unbounded talents. and enegeric fpirit,,

favoured.
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favoured the execution of them, more than the bungling politics,
the ludicrous ambition, and the confequent unjuftifiable proceed-
ings, of one of our Prefidencies in India---I mean Bombay.
Fortunately, the wifdom and moderation of our Eaft India Coun-
cils at this day, windicate the wounded character of the Bnufh
Nation, and juftify me in the remarks I make.

An ambitious and profligate Chief of the Marhatta Tribes---his
name, RogANAUT Row---had been depofed by the Wife Men of
his Country, for having murdered his ‘nephew, in order to ufurp
the Throne of Setterah. He fled to Bombay, and, by {pecious
promifes and other means, prevailed on that Prefidency to af-
ford him an afylum, and finally to take up arms in his defence
againft the united Marhatta States, who at the very time were
able to raife an army of three hundred thoufand fighting men.
Hoftilities were firft commenced by the Englith ; and by them
peace was firft propofed.. The treaty of Poonah was made, by
which it was provided that RO6ANAUT Row fhould quit Bom-
bay; and by the Englith the provifions of that treaty were
broken---for, in dire¢t violation of it, RocaNavT was kept at
Bombay. This breach of the treaty led. to another; for this
crafty and unprincipled Chief made ufe of it with fuch addrefs as
to perfuade that Prefidency to attack the Marhattas again :=--by
magnifying the power of his party among his Countrymen, he
prevailed upon them once more to affert his rights; and the Prefi-

dency
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dency of Calcutta, Tram afraid,"were induced to join that of
-Bovabay irithe'plan 1novp3tos ody Bun iaeiidei suooibul

‘It happened unfortunatelv, that at this time the Prefidency of
‘Bombay was compofed of perfons the moft unqualified; probably,
that could be found in any community for offices. of fuch import-
ance. One, particularly, was allowed, by the almoft unanimous
confent of thofe ‘who- knew his private'or public charaéter; ‘to be
ignorant, not only of the firft principles of Government, but of
the ordinary kndwledge requifite for a Gentleman ; and for fitua-
tions of moment he was peculiarly difqualified by a fondnefs for
minutiz, to which he paid more attention ‘than to matters of
greater confequence. A temper and intelleét of this kind werc
rendered {till more incapable ‘of 'the enlarged veiws any Repre-
{entative of a great Nation in a diftant Colony fhould poflefs, by a
mercantile education and habits, which narrowed even his cir-
cumferibed mind, and left him not a fentiment, not an idea, that
was not merely commercial. * The adminiftration of fuch men
was exally what might have been expefted; and, linftead of
afferting the dignity of Great Britain, or promoting the advan-
tage of their employers---narrow policy, felfith views, and efforts
arifing from miftaken notions of conqueft, made the whole tiffue
of their condu& in India. ‘ '

Blinded by the plaufible infinuations of RoGANAUT, and ftimu-
‘lated, as L have already obferved, by a luft for conqueft, which would

have been unjuftifiable even in an hereditary Defpot, but which
were
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were peculiarly vicious and ridiculous in a body of Merchants
who were them{elves fubjeéts, the Eaft India Company’s Servants
again determined to fupport, by force of arms, that moft atro-
cious murderer: and with the contemptibly inadequate force of
four thoufand men, encumbered with an unwieldy train of bag-
gage and fervants for the accommodation of finikin voluptuous
Officers, and led by two doughty compting-houfe champions.
(Carnac and MostyN), with Colonel EcertoN as Military
Affifiant rather than Commander, they fet out, to encounter the
whole torrent of the Marhatta force, and conduét RocanauT tor
Poonah.

Had Rocawnavur advanced at the head of his own partizans
only, the Chiefs of the Marhatta Nation might ;Poﬁibly have
taken different fides of the queftion, and left between them a
breach for his arms or intrigues to make an entrance fatal to the
general caufe of the Country : but the affavlts of a foreign army
---an army of interefted peculating ftrangers, as the Company’s
troops then were---an army of avowed natural enemies, profe{ﬁng
a different religion, entertaining different political principles, and
formed by Nature of a different complexion---roufed and united
them in one common caufe, and. comprefled: difcordant interefls,
which had been for time immemorial at irreconcilable variance,
into one compact body of refiftance, which, as it became more
firm from the firokes of hoftility, could not, in the nature of
things, be fubdued ; in the fame manner as.the unjuftifiable con-
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federacy of Kingsagainft France lately united all the conflicting
parties of that Country---converted twenty-feven millions of
People, male and female, into one compaét armed force---réndered
them not enly invincible at home, but terrible abroad---and finally,
has enabled them to beftride, ColufTus like, the univerfe.

L E.T T ER LVs

Taux approach of the Britith Troops with RocaNavuT
caufed great alarm at Poonah ; and the Minifters there fent to offer
terms, which were contemptuoufly rejected.  They then determin-
ed to fave, by prowefs, thofe rights which they could not preferve:
by juftice or negociation-~-and took the field with fuch great force,
that their menacing enemies found it expedient to confider of a-
retreat. The faithful RocaNavrT, finding his plans baffled, fent:
privately to Scinpram, the Marhatta Chief, propofing to him to
attack the Englith, and promifing in that cafe to join him with
his part of the army : his perfidy, however, being difcovered, the
Englith Commanders began to retreat, carrying him along with
them. They were, however, furrounded, and reduced to make
the moft abjeét conceffions-~-offering a carte-blanche to SciNp1AB
as the price of a retreat : but that auguft Chief nobly difdained

tg
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to take advantage of their fituation, and contented himfelf with
terms which juftice fhould have exatted from them, even if ne-
ceflity had not compelled their acceptance. The reftoration of
Salfette, and of the other conquefts made by the Company’s troops
during the preceding hoftilities, and the delivery of Rocanaut’s
perfon into the hands of the Marhattas, were among the provifions.
RocaNavT was delivered up : two hoftages were taken for the
remaining part of the treaty; and the harraflfed remains of the
Englith army were permitted to return to Bombay.

RocaNavT having found means to efcape, reached Surat ; and
the Company’s Chiefs refufed to comply with the provifions of
the treaty : notwithftanding which, the noble Marhatta difmiffed
the hoftages, and prepared for a more manly revenge than that
which could be wreaked on two defencelefs individuals. General
GopDART, who had been fent with an army from Bengal, was
commiffioned to negociate for a pacification : but Scinpram
making the delivery of RoGANAUT into his hands an indifpenfable
preliminary, the negociation was broken off, and both parties de-
termined to refer the controverfy to the decifion of the Sword.

Every thing feemed to confpire to chaftife the rathnefs and
folly of our Indian Councils. - The difficulties in which our Ame-
rican conteft had invelved the Nation, were reported with exagge-
ration in India, and gave additional firmnefs to our encmies in,
that quarter. The reftlefs and intriguing {pirit of the Court. of
Vegfailles found its way with Monfieur Sr. Lusin to thie thores.

N of
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ofi Indoftan, and {o powerfully worked upon the mind of HypER,
thit ‘hé'entered into a treaty with’ Frdrice ugainft | England, and
broughit the ftrength of both into thedft formidable combination
that éverwas'made in ‘that Countrv to: root ‘out thier pomreﬁ of
Great Britain fronthe Eaft. ! 17 od3

1 Thus, by the depraved pohtlcs of the:Councils of mpetty Settle-
HiE‘ntf, ‘weré the important interefts of Great Britainvin India, and
thie liveseand properties of all its fervanits in that quarter, at once
expofed to the fury of thtee formidable hoﬁ':he powersn-—thc Maw
Mm&, Hybur and the French. wot gaived 1 A

- Fwill ot entangle my narrative with: a detail of the various
fiilitary optrations whicharofe from this'confederacy:: -they were:
it ‘general ‘difaftrous 'to the Englifh; whofe. powér there was pre=
ferved from utter annihilation by the enérgetic Councils of Mry
Has7ines, the unexampled  courage of ouf troopsysand the-un-
patdlleled abilities:and gallantry of the weteran Sir E¥ke Coors.,
That. part which applies to my prefent narrative, is the only part,
}-think it neceffary to detail's but I with you to inform yourfelf,
of all of them fullv by an attentive perufal of the different hifto-
#ies of that war.

-In order to'relieve the Carnatic, which was fufféring under:
the ravages “of a formidable viGtorious army, who had not only-
vut off a great part of our forces. on that coaft, but affronted. our.
army-even at the walls of Fort St. George, defcents upon the coafts
of Malabar were planned, in order to make a diverfion : gnd’

General.
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General MATHEWs, in Janvary 1783, landed, with a fmall army
under his command, at a place called Rajamondroog---took
Onore, and {everal forts ; and being joined by other troops, which,
uinder the command of Colonel HumMeERTs0N, had done confider-
able fervices to the Southward, and were now commanded by
Colonel Macr.eop, marched from Cundapore, with an army
confifting of twelve hundred Europeans and eight battalions of
Sepoys, towards Huffaingurry Ghaut, a pals that leads over thefe
immenfe mountains which divide the Peninfula, running North and
South from Perfia to Cape Comorin. After furmounting obftacles
that would have difcouraged a lefs enterprifing Commander, and
for which I refer you to his own Letter, inclofed herewith,* he
mounted the Ghaut, carrying every thing before him with the
fixed bayonet; and reached, within a fhort march of Hyderna-
gur, the place where I was confined. Thofe operations were
undoubtedly much facilitated by the death of HypEr ArLLr,
“which happened while I was in prifon, and which drew the at-
tention of Trepoo Sanis to affairs of more immediate importance
than the defence of the Malabar forts.

I have thus digreffed from the ftraight path of my narrative,
in order to explain to you the occafion of the extraordinary revo-
lution that {o fuddenly took place in the fort, which I ftated to
you in my laft Letter but one---You 'will therefore look back to
the conclufion of that Letter, from whence I again take up my

narrative.
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I was utterly at a lofs to conjeCture what this fo fudden refo-
lution to releafe me and my oppofite fellow-prifoner meant. I
endeavoured to get fome explanation of it from the perfons about
me; but all I could at the time colleét was, that the Jemadar had
direfted me to be taken out of irons, and ordered me to appear
before him. 1 walked out of the citadel with two or three men who
had got charge of me: it was a delightful afternoon ; and my
fenfations on once more revifiting the open air---at again viewing
the vaft expanfe of the firmament above, and the profufion of
beauties with which Nature embellithed the earth beneath---were
too blifsful, too fublime, for defcription. My heart beat with in-
voluntary tranfports of gratitude to that Being from which all
fprung ; and I felt that Man is, in his nature, even without the in-
tervention of his reafon, a being of devotion. For an hour of
fuch delight as I then experienced, a year of imprifonment was,,
I thought, hardly too dear a price. Thofe exquifite fenfations
infenfibly led my heart to the moft flattering prefages: the ani-
mal fpirit appeared to have, in correfpondence with the body,
fhaken off a load of chains ; and as 1 walked along, T'feemed to
tread on air.

As we procceded forward, we found, at fome diftance from.
the fort, an open dooly, into which the guards forcibly crammed
me; and I was carried off; ftill attended by the fame men. As
we went along, they gave me to underftand that Hyar Samis,
the Jemadar, was at a place ten or a dozen miles diftant from,

Bidanore.
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Bidanore. I thought it within myfelf a moft extraordinary cir-
cumftance, and was at a lofs to conjecture for what purpofe he re-
quired my prefence there. Perhaps, thought I, it is to deliver me
perfonally into the hands of T1proo---perhaps to fend me to Se-
ringapatam. Sufpenfe whetted my curiofity ; and impatience to
know my fate, fet my mind afloat upon a wide fea of conjecture..
Still, however, my fenfes acknowledged a degree of pleafure in-
defcribable---I inhaled the frefh air with greedinefs, and, as I
{nuffed it in, faid to myfelf, “ Well, well---at the worft, this
will enliven my fpirits, and lay up a new flock of health and
vigour, to enable me to endure with manhood whatever other
fufferings the barbarians, inte whofe hands I have fallen, may
have i ftore for me.”

When we had got about a mile: from: the fort, we met a perfon
attended by three others, all on horfeback. He wasa man of confi-
derable rank in that Country, and I recolleéted to have feen him at
the Jemadar’s Durbar, where he had manifefled a. favourable dif-
pofition towards: me, looking always gracioufly, and nodding to-
me, which, confidering my circumitances and his, was not a little
extraordinary, The moment he recognized me, he leaped from:
his horfe, apparently in great agitation: then turning to the guards,,
ordered them to leave me immediately---faying at the fame time
that he wouldbe anfwerable for the confequences.. They feemed:
at firft to hefitate whether they would obey him. or not ; but on.
his thaking at them his fword, which. was all along drawn in ' his

‘ hand,
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‘hand, and fincared with blood, and repeating his orders a fecond
time in a firm dnd decifive tone' of voice' and manner, they all
ran off. ' | :

As foon as we were alone, herevealed to' me, that he had all
along known who T was---had moft heartily pitied my fufferings,
and privately entertained the moft anxious withes to ferve me, but
could not venture to'interfere-—-the leaft jealoufy, when once
awakened, being there always followed up by fummary vengeance.
He then mentioned his name, informing me that he was the fon
of a Nabob near Vellore, whofe dominions had been wrefted from
‘him by force, and united to the Carnatic; that his family had re-
ceived great favours from my father, in return for which he felt
himfelf bound to do me every fervice in his power; but that,
having been, after the misfortunes which befel his family, taken
into the fervice® of Hyper, and holding then a place of confe-
quence under him, he was difqualified from demonftrating his
gratitude and efteem in the way he wifhed : he added, he had juft
come from the fummit of the Ghauts, where he left the Englith
army pofted, after their having beat the Circar troops, and car-
ried all the ftrong works which had been erected for the defence of
the paffes, and ‘were deemed from their fituation impregnable ;
that the Jemadar, Hyar Sants, had gone thither to encourage
the troops, and animate them to one grand effort of refiftance,
and 'would remain there till the fucceeding day---Here he ftopped,

and feemed much agitated ; but, recovering himfelf {oon, faid, in a
folemn
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folemn and alarming; manner, ¢ This day I heard HyaT Sanrs
give orders to bring! yout before him, ‘in order that he miight: fatiate.
his revengébyiyour death !rHow: happyiath-Trinhdving amoppbr+
tunity to refcue ‘you! I'will: carry you' back with me; therefores

19t

to Bxd"more, and Place' you in a ftate of {'ecurxty wuh myx sfarmly.
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viid Swen unprecedented' generofity - affeted” me: fenfibly.:
To run fuch a hazard as he muft have incurred, merely froma
principle of gratitude: for fervices fo remote in both time and per-
fon, was. more than we could hope to find even among Englifh-
men, who boaft of their fuperior juttice and gerierofity---but in-a
native of Indoftan, where the tide of human feeling. runsirather:
low, was aftonifhing. | As well as my limited knowledge of -the:
language of' the Country enabledune, 1 endeavoured to make hith!
a fuitable acknowledgment : 'in -fuch a caufe; dilldefs muftrhave:
become: eloquent ; and 1 lamented: that my déficiency in thelan+
guage prevented my giving vent ta the extréme fullnefs of my.
heart. - He feemed, however, to. be fatisfied withsmy  meaning ;
and I'was jufton the point of returning with him to Hydernagur,:
when - we were fuddenly ftartled by the Jemadar’s .muficy whichy -

was.
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was foow afterwards' fucceeded by the appearance of his guards
advancing towards s at fome diftance. He feemed confounded
and alarmed---lamented, in warm terms, his incapacity to- ferve
me---and, pointingta a path which wound through a wood that
lay on either fide of the road, direted me to ftrike into it imme-
diately, faying, that by following that route, I fhould certainly
fall in with the Britith army. He then rode away, and I followed
his advice, and proceeded for fome time through the wood with-
out interruption; for, though I did not implicitly believe the
aflertion that HyaT SAHIB meant to have cut me off, I deemed it
prudent to avail myfelf of the opportunity which offered to effeét
my efcape, apprehending a worfe fate than death, namely, being
fent prifoner to Seringapatam..

Finding myfelf fairly extricated, I began to examine my fitu-
ation, and to refle¢t on the different converfations which had paffed
between HyAT Sanrs and me, and on his conduét previous to
my being put in irons.. I recollected the information I had from
time ' to time received, touching the Jemadar’s difpofition,
HypEe®’s death, Trrroo Samis’s charaéter and avowed hatred
of HyAT, and the nature of the inhabitants. I moreover took
into' confideration, that my firength was impaired, and my con-
fhitution undermined; and that my profpeéts in India, in point of
fame or emolument; could only be promoted by fome extraordi-
nary exertion, or fome hazardous enterprife. The refult of the
whole was a determination-on my part to return back tothe fort,

and
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and venture an attempt to perfuade the Jemadar to offer propofals
for an accommodation to General MaTuEwS, and to make me
the inftrument of his negociation.

In purfuance of this determination, I returned; and at about
{ix o’clock in the evening re-entered the fort, and proceeded to the
palace of the Jamadar, where, defiring an audience, I was ad-
mitted. At the very firft fight of him, I could perceive in his
appearance all the mortification of falling power. He received
me with a gloomy countenance, in which there was more of
thoughtful fadnefs than of vindi¢tive fury. After a minute's
filence, however, he faid to me, *“ Well, Sir! you have heard,
I fuppofe, that the Englith army are in poffeflion of the Ghauts,
and doubtlefs know that the cuftoms of this Country authorife my

L)

proceeding again{t you with the utmoft rigour.”” Here he paufed
for a few moments---then proceeded thus : ¢ Neverthelefs, in con-
fideration of your family---in confideration of the regard I have
for along time conceived for you, from obferving your condudt,
and ftrié adherence to truth in anfwering all my queftions, and
flill more on account of the fufferings which you have fuftained
with fortitude, I will allow you to efcape: hafte you, then,
away---fly from this fort directly---begone I” Then waving his
hand as a fignal for me to depart, averted his face from me, and

looked another way.
I thought that this was a very favourable opportunity for my
intended purpofe, and entreated him to hear me while 1 faid g
0 few
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few words of perhaps more moment to him than to myfelf.
He again turned towards me; and, nodding aflent, while his eye
befpoke impatient curiofity, I proceeded---And, firft, I exprefled,
in the ftrongeft terms I was able, the high fenfe I entertained of
the favourable reception I met with when [ firlt came to the fort ;
affuring him, that 1 fhould never forget the kindnefs he fhewed
me on that occafion, and that in my confcience I imputed all the
fufferings T had undergone wholly to orders which he had been
obliged to execute, and not to any want of humanity in himfelf.
Here I perceived the clouds which had overfpread his countenance
begin gradually to difperfe, and with the greater confidence pro-
ceeded to fay, that if he would condefeend to give me a patient
hearing, and not take my boldnefs amifs, I would venture to in-
trude upon him with ‘my advice. At this he ftared at me with a
look of furprife---paufed---then faid, that he authorifed me to
fpeak whatever I pleafed---continuing, in a tone of gentle melan-
choly, “ But of what ufe can your advice be to me now "’
Having thus obtained his permiffion, 1 began by compliment-
ing him on his great talents and temper in governing---on his fide-
lity, zeal and attachment to Hype®r---and on the mild and bene-
ficent ufe which he was. acknowledged to have made of the un-
bounded power vefted in him by that great Prince, which was the
more extraordinary, confidering how many examples he had to
juftify him in a contrary practice. I reminded him, however,
that circumftances were at. prefent widely different from what

they
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they then were---that he had now gota very ditferent Sovereign
to ferve---that he had no longer the tender father (for fo Hypex
might have been confidered to him), but Trproo SuLTAN, now
the mafter, once the rival, whofe meafures he had always op-
pofed, againft whom he had once laid a moft ferious charge, and
who, confidering the firmnefs of his nature, could not be reafon-
ably fuppofed to have forgiven him; and I hinted, that whatever
external appearance of regard Tirroo might from the political
neceflity of the moment affume, his temper, and the {pirit of
Afiatic policy, were too well known to have a doubt remaining,
that fo far from continuing him (HyaT) in the fame power and
authority which he enjoyed during the life of his father Hyper,
he would, on the contrary, proceed againft him with rigour and -
cruelty. '

Here I perceived the Jemadar involuntarily nodding his head in
a manner which, though not intended for my obfervation, denoted
internal affent ; and was convinced that I had exaétly fallen in
with the current of his own thoughts.  No wonder, indeed, they
fhould be his fentiments ; for they had long been the fentiments of
all perfons who had known the circumftances of the Nabob’s fa-
mily.

Having, therefore, gone as far on that point as I conceived to
be neceffary to awaken the mind of Hyar to the precarionfiiefs,
or rather danger of his fituation with Tiproo, I painted to him,
in the ftrongeft colours T was mafter of, the humanity, the fidelity,

O2 the
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the bravery and generofity of the Englith, which, I faid, were fo
univerfally acknowledged, that even their worft enemies bore tef-
timony to them : and [ aflured him, that if, inftead of making an
unavailing oppofition to them, he would throw himfelf with con-
fidence upon their protection, and become their friend, he would
not only be continued in his ftation, powerand authority, and fup-
ported as heretofore, but be made a much greater man, with ftill
greater fecurity, than ever he had been before.

This was the general fcope of my argument with him ; but
there were many more which fuggefted themfelves at the time,
though I cannot now remember them. I enforced them with all
the power I had : they were fupported by the acknowledged cha-
rafter for generofity of the Englith, and ftill more by Hyat's
apprehenfions of T1proo ; and they had their effet. That very
night he authorifed me to go to the Britith General; and, though
he would not commit himfelf by fending propofals in writing, he
eonfented to receive them from the General, and promifed to wait
for my return till day-light the next morning---adding, that if 1
did not appear by that time, he would go off’ with his family and
treafure to {ome other place, and fet the town, powder-magazine
and ftore-houfes on fire, leaving a perfon of diftinguithed charac-
ter to defend the citadel or inner fort, which was ftrong, with a
deep ditch, and mounted with many pieces of cannon, and fend
immediate intelligence to an army of fix thoufand horfe and one
thoufand infantry, who were at that time on their road from

Seringa-
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Seringapatam, to haften their progrefs, and make them ad-
vance with all poffible rapidity ; and he further obferved, that as
Treroo himfelf would come to the immediate prote€tion of
his Country, and, if once come while the Englith army remained
in the open field, would give them caufe to repent their temerity,
there was no time to be loft.

Accompanied. by a perfon who had officiated as interpreter
between the Jemadar and me, and whofe good offices and influence.
with HyaT, which was very great, T had been previoufly lucky
enough to fecure, I fet off at ten o’clock at night, on horfeback,
to the Britith army. My companion was in high {pirits when we
fet out from the fort; but as we proceeded, he exprefled great
apprehenfion of being fhot in approaching the camp, and earneftly
entreated me to fleep at a choreltry, which lay in our way, till
morning. His terror muft have been great indeed, to-induce him
to make fuch a propofal, as he knew very well that we had pledged
ourfelves to be back before dawn next day. I rallied him upon
his fears, and endcavoured to perfuade him there was not the
fmalteft danger, as I knew how to anfwer the outpofts, when .
they fhould challenge us, in fuch a manner as to prevent their
firing. As we advanced'to the camp, however, his trepidation
increafed; and when we approached the fentries, I was obliged
to drag him along by force. Then his fears had very nearly
produced the danger he dreaded, (the almoft invariable effect of

cowardice) ; for the fentry next to us, hearing the ruftling noife,
let:
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fet off his piece, and was retreating when I had the goud fortune to
make him hear me. ' My compatiion, alarmed at the noife of the
mufguet, fell down in a paroxyfm of terror, from which it was
fome time before he was completely recovered. The fentry who
had fired, coming up, conduéted us to a place where other fentries
were pofted, one of whom accompanied us to a guard, from
whence we were brought to the grand guard, and by them con-
duéted to the General.

d. 8 1.1 E R LEYEL

I was no lefs pleafed than furprifed to find, that the
Commander of this gallant and fuccefsful hittle army was Gene-
ral MATHEWS---an old friend of my father’s, and a perfon with
whom I had ferved in the Cavalry foon after I entered the fer-
vice. When I arrived, he was faft afleep upon the bare ground
in a choreltry. His Dubafth, whofe name was Sxaxe, recol-
leCted me immediately, and was almoft as much frightened at my
appearance at firft, as my interpreter companion was at the
thot of the fentry ; for it was full five months fince my hair and
beard had been both fhaved at the fame time, during which pe-
riod a comb had never touched my head: I had no hat---no

ftockings---
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ftockings---was clad in a pair of very ragged breeches, a thirt
which was fo full of holes that it refembled rather a nct than
a web of cloth, and a waiftcoat which had been made for a
man twice my fize---while my feet were defended from the
ftones only by a pair of Indian flippers. SNAKE, as foon as he
was able to conquer his terror, and ftop the loquacious effufions
of aftonithment, brought me to the General, whom I found faft
afleep. We awoke him with great difficulty, and, on his difco-
vering me, exprefled great pleafure and furprife at fo unex-
pected a meeting ; for, though he had heard of my imprifonment
at Bidanore, he did not expect to have had the pleafure of my
company fo foon,

Having ftated to the General the nature and objeét of my
miffion, and related to him what had happened in the fort, he
inftantly faw the great advantages that muft accrue from fuch an.
arrangement---entered into a full but fhort difcuffion of the
bufinefs--~fettled with me the plan to be purfued in cither cafe of
Hyan Sam1s’s acceding to or diffenting from the terms he pro-
pofed to offer ;. and in lefs than an hour after my arrival, I was .
difpatched back to the fort in the General’s palanquin, with a
cowl from him, fignifying that the Jemadar Hvar SaHIB’s
power and influence thould not be leffened, if he thould quietly
furrender up the fort. Before my departure, the General ex-
prefled, in the warmeft terms, his approbation of my condudt;
and added, that confidering the importance of the fort, the ex-

tenfive:
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tenfive influence of HyaT Sauis, and the advantages that might
be derived from his experience and abilities, coupled with the en-
feebled ftate of ' his army, the benefits of fuch a negociation
{carcely admitted of calculation.

Notwithftanding the very flattering circumftances with which
my prefent purfuit was attended, I could not help, asI returned to
Hydernagur, finding fome uneafy fenfations, arifing from the im-
mediate nature of the bufinefs, and from my knowledge of the
faithlefs difpofition of Afiatics, and the little difficulty they find in
violating any moral principle, if it happens to clath with their
intereft, or if a breach of it promifes any advantage. I confidered
that it was by no means impofiible, that fome refolution adverfe to
my projeét might have been adopted in my abfence, and that the
Jemadar’s policy might lead him to make my deftruction a fort of
propitiation for his former offences, and to fend me and the cowl
together to T1rroo, to be facrificed to his refentment. Thefe
thoughts, I own, made a very deep impreflion on my mind---
but were again effaced by the reflection, that a laudable meafure,
once begun, ought to be perfevered in, and that the accomplifhing
a plan of fuch importance and incalculable public utility, might
operate flill further by example, and produce confequences of
which it was impoflible at the prefent to form a conception.
Thofe, and a variety of fuch fuggeftions, entirely overcame the
{cruples and fears of the danger; and I once more entered the
fort of Hydernagur. At this time the Britith troops were, by de-

taching
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taching a part with Colonel MacLEoD, to get round the fort,
and attack it in rear, and, by death and ficknefs, reduced to lefs:
than four hundred Europeans and feven hundred Sepoys, without
ordnance.

When I delivered the cowl to the Jemadar, he read it, and
feemed pleafed, but talked of four or five days to confider of an
anfwer, and feemed to be wavering in his mind, and labouring
under the alternate impulfes of oppofite motives and contraditory
paffions. 1 faw that it was a crifis of more importance than any
other of my life---a crifis in which delay, irrefolution, or yielding te
the protraltive expedients of HyAT, might be fatal. To prevent,
therefore, the effefts of cither treachery or repentance, I took
advantage of the general confufion and trepidation which prevailed
in the fort---colle€ted the Arcot Sepoys, who, to the number of
four hundred, were prifoners at large---pofted them at the gates,
powder-magazines, and other critical fituations 5 and, having
taken thefe and other precautions, went out to the General, who,
according to the plan concerted between us, had puthed on with
the advanced guard; and, conducting him into the fort with
hardly an attendant, brought him ftraicht to the Jemadar’s pre-
fence while he yet remained in a flate of indecifion and terror.
General MaTHEWS, in his firlt interview with the Jemadar, did
every thing to re-affure him, and confirmed with the moft folemn
affeverations the terms of the cowl; in confequence of which,
the latter acceded to the propofitions contained in it, and the

P ‘ Britifh
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Britith Colours for the firft time waved upon the walls of the chief
fort of the Country of Bidanore.

Having thus contributed to put this important garrifon, with
all its treafures, which certainly were immenfe, into the hands of
the Company, without the lofs of a fingle man, or even the ftrik-
ing of a fingle blow, my exultation was inconceivable ; and, much
though T wanted money, 1 can with truth aver, that avarice had
not even for an inftant the leaft fhare in my fenfations. *Tis true,
the confcioufnefs of my fervices affured me of areward; but how
that reward'was to accrue to me, never once was the fubjet of my.
contemplation---much lefs did I think of availing myfelf of the

“inftant occafion to obtain it. How far my delicacy on the occa-

fion may be cenfured or approved, 1 cannot tell; but if I got
nothing by it, I have at leaft the confolation to refleét that I
efcaped calumny, which was with a moft unjuftifiable and unfpar-
ing hand. lavithed on others. The General, it 1s true, promifed
that I fhould remain with him till he made fome arrangements;
and HyaT Samuis offered, on his part, to make me, through the
General, a handfome prefent. The General, however, fuddenly
became diffatisfied with me; and I neither got HyaT Samis’s
prefent, nor ever received even a rupee of the vaft fpoil found
there. '

Here 1 think it a duty incumbent on me to fay. fomething of
General MaTuews, and, while 1 deplore the unfortunate turn in

his temper, which injured me, and tarnithed in fome meafure his

good
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sood qualities, to refcue him from that unmerited obloquy which
the ignorant, the interefted and the envious have thrown upon his
fame.  Light lie the afhes of the dead, and hallowed be the turf
that pillows the head of a Soldier ! General MaTuEWS was in-
deed a Soldier---was calumniated too; and although he did not
ufe me as I had reafon to hope he would, Iwill, as far as I can,
refcue his fame from grofs mifreprefentation.

An extravagant love of fame was the ruling paffion of Geucral
MaTHEWS : it was the great end of all his purfuits ; ; and while,
in his military profeflion, he walked with a firm pace towards it,.
he loft ' his time, diftorted his progrefs, and palfied his own efforts;
by a jealous wvigilance and envious oppofition of thoefe thm he
found taking the fame road, whether they walked befide him, or
panted in feeble effort behind. This was his fault ; it, was dqubtlefé
a great alloy to his good qualities: but it has been  punifhed aith
rigotr difproportionate to the offence., Thofe who perfonally felt
his jealoufy, took advantage of his melancholy end to traduce him,
and smagnify every mole-hill of etror into,a mountain of grimey
Ityis unmanly in any one---indeed it ni'éé-ﬁ.a'n;aduce cthe . Soldier
who has fallen in the fervice of  his Cowntry 5 but. it is herefy in,a
boldlcr to do fo.+ ‘Wodooner did;thebuzz,ef calumny, gt abroad,
than ‘thoufang'ib,pf,hol_;}etg, whophad neither ;11.1?’?{3&,»@017._‘{95}??13’1.._%
theaffair] jouiedan it "The malignant, who wifhed tofhing mercly,
to get rid of fo much of their venem---and the va,in_.,-\‘o;hg \,',Hﬂlpt} tg
acgyife a reputation for kno\-vledgcl of Afiatic affairs at the ex-
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pence of ‘truth-~-united together, anid raifed a hum which reached
Europe, where the'hornets (I medn:Authors), under the lefs un-
juftifiable impulfe of ‘neceflity, took it up, and ‘buzzed through
the medium of guartos and oeves fo loud, that public opinion was
poifoned ; and the ‘gallant “Soldier who, for the advantage of
England, ftood the hardeft tugs of war, and at laft drank the
poifoned cup from the tyrant hands. of her enemy, was generally
underftood to be a peculator, and to have clandeftinely and - difho-
neftly obtained three hundred thoufapd pounds.

On this affertion T pat my dire& negative. It may be faid,
however, that this is only aflertion againft affertion---True ! Sorry
fhould I be toreft it there: my affertions. are grounded on fuch
proofs as are not to be fhaken---proofs on record. in the Office of.
the Prefidency of Bombay. '

As foon as Hydernagur was taken pofleffionrof,. HyAr.Samie
immediately iffued orders to the forts. of Mangalore, Deokull,
Ananpore, and fome others in that Country, to furrender to the
Britifh arms. Some obeyed the mandate; but thofe three re-
fifted, and were reduced by General MaTuEws. Rendered in-
cautious by fuccefs, our army became lefs vigilant, and T1rroo
retook Hydernagur; and, in direét breach of the capitulation,
made the garrifon prifoners, treated them with a degree of inhu-
manity which chills the blood even. to think of, and forced General
MATBEWS to take poifon in prifon !

' Mean-
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Mean-time HyaT Sanis, with whom the General had got
into difputes, arrived at Bombay, and laid a charge againft him,
which. he, being in the hands of Tirroo,. could not contro-
vert, or even know. And what was the charge? The whole
extent of it was his. (MATHEWS’s) having got twe lacks of
rupees, and a pearl necklace, as a prefent---a fum, confidering
the country and the circumitances, not at. all extraordinary, .
but which is completely vindicated by the General’s Letter to the
Court. of Diretors, dated at Mangalore, the 15th of March,
1783; in which he ftates the prefent, and requefts permiffion
to accept it. This, as I faid before, is on record, and was tranf-
lated by Mr. SysBaLD, who was then Perfian interpreter at.
Bombay.. The Letter I allude to, 'you will fee in the APPENDIX. .
In fhort, General MaTHEWS had his faults, but an unjuft ava--

rice: was not.amongft them..

I.AETTER'
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LB T/l RboRIXs

H aAvine, in my faft Letter, faid as much as 1 ‘thought
juftice demanded in defence of General MATHEWS, againﬁ the
charge of peculation, Tam now to fpeak of him as his conduct
touched me. He was, as1 have already mentioned, an old friend
of my father’s, and an intimate of my own: I had reafon, there-
fore, to expect from him, according to the ufual difpofitions and
manners of men, if not partiality, at leaft fri'cndfhip; -and n
fuch a cafe as I have related, where my fervices gave me a claim
to notice, it was not unreafonable to fuppofé that he would have
been forward to promote my intereft, by ftating my fervices in
fuch a manner as to call attention to them. He had, however,
fome difagreeable difcuffions with his Officers ; and {eeing I was on
a footing of intimacy with Colonel HumsERTsON, and ftll more
with Major CAMPBELL (he who fo ably and gallantly defended
Mangalore againft T1eroo’s whole army and fix hundred French),
and finding me extremely zealous and importunate to have his
arrangement with HyaT Sanrs adhered to, he became difpleafed,
-and, though he himfelf had determined that I fhould remain
with him, changed his mind, and ordered me away at an hour’s

wdln notice---
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notice---many days fooner than he had originally intended to fend
off anydifpatches. He moreover occafioned my lofing a fum of
money, and on the whole paid lefs attention to my intereft than
the circumftances of the cafe demanded.

In the evening of the day on which he determined on my de--
parture, I fet off with his difpatches to the Governments of Ma-
dras and Bengal, and reached the moft diftant of our pofts that
night.  From thence I had thirty miles to Cundapore, a {ea~port
town upon the Malabar coaft, taken by us from the enemy.
During this journey, which was through the Country of Tiproo
Sauis, I had only fix Sepoys to conduét me: yet, fuch was the
univerfal panic that had-feized. all clafles and diftinétions of people
at the progrefs of the Britith arms'in that quarter, I met only.a
few fcattered Sepoys, who.were fo badly wounded I prefume they
were unable to travel---the villages throughout being completely
abandoned by all their inhabitants.

The fudden change of diet, which phyficians tell us, and 1
experienced, is dangerous, fram bad to'good, as well as the reverfe,
eonipiring with the mortification I felt at feeing things going
on. fo very contrary to what I wifhed, and what I had reafon to
expedt, had a moft fudden and alarming effect upon my conftitu-
tion ; and I was feized on the road with the moft excruciating,
internal pains, which were fucceeded by a violent. vomiting of
blood: At length, with great difficulty, I reached Cundapore,.
where the Commanding Officer, and all about him, did every

thing
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-thing in their power to afford me affiftance and comfort under my
miferies, which increafed every hour rapidly. I felt as if my infide
avas utterly decayed, and all its fun&ions loft in debility : at the
fame time my head feemed deranged---I could {carcely comprehend
the meaning of what was faid: lifting up my head was attended
with agonizing pain ; and if I had any power of thought, it was
‘to confider myfelf as approaching faft to diffolution. I had the
fenfe, however, to fend to General MaTHEWS, to acquaint him
with my indifpofition, and utter inability to proceed with his dif-
patches. - To this I received the following Ietter :

“ Bidanore, Feb. 3, 1788.
“ DeEAR CAMPBELL,

« I am forry to hear that you have been unwell. Should
“¢ vour indifpofition increafe, or continue, fo as to render you
« unable to purfue your journey with the neceflary expedition, I
4 beg that you will forward the Letters to Anjengo by a boat,
“ with dire€ions to Mr. HurcuinsoN to fend them per tappy ¥

< to Palamcotah, and {o on to Madras.
« I fhall hope to hear of your recovery, and that you'll have

“ gone to fea.
“ Your’s very truly,

¢« RicHARD MATHEWS.”

Thc.

* Poft, or exprefs.
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The receipt of this Letter induced jue, bad as I was, to make
one other exertion; and I refolved, though I fhould die on the
way, not to leave any thing which, even by malicious conftruc-
tion, could be made a fet-off againft my claims : I therefore hired
an open boat to carry me along the coaft to- Anjengo, and fet
out with every profpeét of having the virulence of my diforder
increafed, by being expofed in an uncovered veflel to the damp
of the night air, and the raging heat of the fun in the day, and
of being arrefted by the hand of death in my way. By the time
I had got down the coaft as far as Mangalore, my complaints in-
creafed to an alarming height ; and I became {peechlefs, and un-
able to ftand. Fortunately there happened to be a Company’s
veflel then lying at anchor off that place, the Calﬂtain of which
had the goodnefs to invite me to remain on board with him,
ftrenuoufly advifing that I fhould give up the thoughts of pro-
ceeding immediately on my voyage to Anjengo, which I could
not_poffibly furvive, and to forward my difpétches by another
hand. The Surgeon of the fhip joining the Captain in op_ihiou
that I could not furvive if I.attempted it, and my own judgment
coinciding with their’s, Iat length confented, and remained there.

Tranquillity, kind treatment, and good medical afliftance,
produced, in the fpace of two or three weeks, {o material a change
in my health, I was in a condition to avail myfelf, at the expira-
tion of that time, of a fhip bound to Anjengo, and which offering
the additional inducement of touching at Tellicherry, determined

me to take my paffage in her. When I arrived at Tellicherry,
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and during thiy ftay there, the great attention thewed me by Mr..
FREEMAN, the Chief of that place, and the comforts of his houfe,
reftored me toa great fhare of health and {pirits---And here a very
f ngular circumftance occurred.

Onc day a veffel arrived; and perceiving a boat coming on
{Kote from her, Mr. Freema~ and I walked down to the beach,
t6 take the ufual inquiries---fuch as, where the came from ?
what news fhe brought ! &c. &c.  As {oon as the boat touched
the fhore, a Gentleman ledped out of it, whofe perfon feemed fa-
miliar to me: upon his nearer approach, Idifcovered that it was
Mr. BropEY, a Gentleman who had been kind enough to take
upon him the office of my Attorney, upon my leaving India fome
years before---not my Attorney in the ordinary acceptation of that
word, but a liberal and difinterefted friend, who obligingly under-
took the management of my affairs in my abfence, without the
{malleft hope of advantage, or rather under circumftances which
ferved as preludes to further obligations. 1 was ccrtain.ly' pleafed
and furprifed to fee him ; but his aftonifhment to fee me amounted
almoft to adiftruft of his eye-fight : he had received fuch indubita-
ble proofs of my death, that my fudden appeai'ance on his landing,
at the firft ruth of thought, impreffed him with the notion of a
deceptio wifus. My identity, however, was too pofitive for re-
fiftance ; and his wonder melted down into cordial fatisfattion,
and congratulations on my fafety. He then took out a pocket
account-book, in which, for fecurity againft accidents, he kept

‘ accounts-.
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accounts-current, written in a brief manner---and fhewed me
mine, fettled almoft to the very day, upon which was tranfcribed
a copy of a letter he had received, and which he thought was a
teftimony of my death. So, cutting out the account, and pre-
{enting it to me, he exprefled, in the moft cordial and handfome
manner, his joy that it was into my own hands he had at laft had
an opportunity to deliver it. This Gentleman is now in this
Kingdom, and teo well known for me to defcribe him. Suffice it
to fay, that in England, as wellas in India, he has always enjoyed
the eftcem and refpect of all his acquaintances, to as great an ex-
tent as any other perfon I know.. . '
I again embarked to proceed on my voyage, and had hardly got
on board when-a fhip dropped anchor along fide of us, in which
Captain CampBELL of Comby, a very near conneétion of mine,
was paflenger. On hailing one another, he heard that I was on
board, and immediately was with me. Thofe who fincerely love
each other, and whofe hearts confefs the fond ties of confaniguinity,
can alone conceive what our mutual pleafure was at meeting {o
unexpectedly in {o,remote a corner of  the world. He was then on
his way to join the army. This amiable young man now reibofes
in the Bed .of Honour at Mangalore! He fell, after having diftin-
gmihed himfelf in the very gallant defence madc by that place
againft the whole force of Tirroo. ' With regret: we parted;
and in due time I argived at. Anjengo without any. accident/befally
m.g. me, which. was ;gther extraordinary. 2610} erronoms Hiw
Q ¢ Leaving
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Teaving Anjengo, 1 fet out for"Madras, defigning to go all the
way by land---a journey of near eight hundred miles. I accord-
ingly ftruck through the Kingdom of Travancore, whofe Sove-
reign is in alliance with the Englith ; and had not long entered
the territories of the Nabob of ‘Arcot, before Major MAcNEAL,.
an old friend of mine, and Commandant of a fort in that diftrict,.
met me, preceded by a troop of dancing girls, who encircled my
palanquin, dancing around me until I entered the Major’s houfe.

It would be difficult to. give yowan adequate notion of. thofe-
dancing girls. Trained up from their infancy to the pratice of
the moft graceful motions, the- moft artful difplay of perfonal
{ymmetry, and the moft wauton alluremerits, they dance in fpdi
a fiyle, and twine their limbs and  bodies into' fuch: poftures, as
bewitch the fenfes, and extort applaufe and admiration w ere in

{triétnefs. difapprobation is due : nor i their agility .inferior to the

grace of their movements--<though they do not exert'it in the
fame fkipping way. that our ftage dancers do, but make it fub«
fervient to the elegance, and, I may fay, grandeur, of their air.
They are generally found. in troops. of fix: or eight, attendéd by
muficians, whofe afpeé and drefs are as uncouth and fqualnd, as
the founds they produce undér the name of* mufic are :inelé‘gémt‘,.
harfh and diffonant. To this mufic, from which meafure as much
as harmony is excluded, they dance, moft: wonderfully adapting -
their ftep to the perpetual change of the: timc,}accompanyihg it.
with amorous fongs, while the correfpondent action of their body

' and.
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and Limbs, the wanton palpitation and heaving of their exquifitely
formed bofoms, and the amorous, or rather laftivious expreflion
of their countenance, excite in the. fpectators emotions not very
favourable to chaftity. Thus they continue to aé, till, by the
warmth of exercife and imagination, they become feemingly frantic
with ecftacy, and, finking down motionlefs with fatigue, throw
themfelves into the moft alluring attitudes that ingenious vice and
voluptuoufnefs can pofiibly devife.

That fuch: incitements. to vice: fhould make a part of the
fyftem of any fociety, is to be lamented : yet, at all ceremonies
and great occafions, whether of religious worthip or domeftic en-
joyment,. they make a part of the entertainment ; and' the altar of
their gods, and the purity of the marriage rites, are alike polluted
by the introduétion: of the dancing girls.. The impurity of this
cuftom, however, vanifhes in India, when compared with the
hideous praétice of introducing dancing boys.

The Major, after having entertained me in the moft hofpitable
manner, accomparttied'me to Palamcotah, toithe houfe of Doctor
PortT, who lived' ina generous and hofpitable ftyle: T had once
had an opportunity of evincing my good difpofition'to this Geritle~

“man, when he was moft critieally fituated ;  and the reception he
gave me. demonftrated, that he then retaitied a lively ferife of my'
condud to him..

Leaving Palamcotah, 1 continued my route«thrmwh Maduray
This Country is'rendered remarkable by the revolt'oftHe firions

Isiw
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Isir Cawn, who made.a bold and well-condudled attempt to
erect himfelf into the Sovereignty of that Province, independent
of the Nabob of the Carnatic, in whofe fervice he was: and as
the affair occurs to.my thoughts, I will, for your information,
notwith{tanding its being unconneéled with my ftory, digrefs into
an account of it. . As foon as the revolt of Isir Cawn was
known, General Monson, an Officer of great military fkill and
perfonal merit, went againft him at the head of the King’s and
Company’s troops, and invefted the fort of Madura, in which: that
rebellious Chief was pofted. The General miade a practicable
breach, and, in ftorming, was beat back with great f{laughter;by
Is1r ; and the fetting in of the monfoons immediately after, retarded
the further operations of our army againft the place; and in the
interim, peace having been concluded beiwccxl the Courts of St.
James’s and Verfailles, the King’s troops were withdrawn.

On the recal of the King’s troops, an army of Company’s
troops was formed, to proceed againft Madura, in order to reduce
this gallant turbulent rebel to fubjection ; and the renowned Ge-
neral LAWRENCE being rendered incapable of a¢lual fervice, and
obliged to remain at the Prefidency by extreme age and infirmity,
the chief command devolyed upon my father by feniority: he headed
the expedition ; and, after overcoming innumerable difficulties
thrown in his way by the inventive genius and enterprifing {pirit
of Istr CAWN, again made a breach, which was deemed pratti-
gable by the chief engineer, now Sir Joun CaLL. ;An affault

- was
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was made with no better fuccefs than the former; for our army
was again repulfed with incredible flaughtér: more than two
‘thirds, 1 believe, of our European Officers, were among the killed
or wounded ; and the death of Major PrEsTON, fecond in com-
mand, a man endeared to the army by the pofleflion of every ad-
vantage of perfon, heart and talents---an aétive, intrepid and able
Officer---aggravated the calamities of the day.

- o impellcd by my feelings, or tempted by remembrance of
the paft, I fometimes digrefs from the diret path of my narrative,
my FreEpERICK will accompany me, not only with patience, but
I dare fay with pleafure: I cannot refrain, therefore, from men-
tioning a memorable occurrence duriﬁg that fiege, not only as it
is fomewhat extraordinary in itfelf, but as it relates to a very near
and dear conneétion. Colonel Doxarp CameeeLL, who then
commanded the Cavalry, received no lefs than fourteen fword-
wounds and a mufquet- -ball'in" his body---yct continued doing his

'&uty with fiuch cool intrepidity, that brave foldiers ' who were
witneffes to it, expreffed the utmoft aftonithment : upon being re-
quefted to quit the field, hie replied, that as his family were pro-
vided for, he had nothin'g to fear ; and'as it was very unlikely
his life ¢ould be faved, he would not deprive his Country of any
advantage that might be derived from his exertions for the thart
fefidue of it} but continue to the laft moment at his duty.” ‘With
“all’ this firmnefs and magnanimity, e was gentle, ‘good-hu-
mOured modeft and umaffuming ; and ‘was admired for his great
: perfonal
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perfonal beauty, @s well as military staleats, particularly by the
Duke of CuMBERLAND, under whom he ferved in the war in
Germany asa fubaltern Officer, in {o much that His Royal High-
~ nefs had ‘his pi€ture drawn. It was to him the Company were
firft indebted for the introduétion of perfect military difcipline into
their army in India. In the various relations in which he ftood,
whether domeftic or public, as the fubject, -the citizen, the father,
or the friend, he was {o uniformly excellent, that the fhafts of
malevolence, which the beft and wifeft of men have but too often
felt, {feldom reached him ; and he may juftly be reckoned amongft
that very fmall number of created beings, of whom fcarcely any one
had the audacity to ~fpéak ill. Upon my firft arrival in India, I was
put under his command, and lived in his family---when, inftead
of deporting himfelf towards me with that referve and aufterity
which rank and reputation like his, coupled with the circumftance
of his being my uncle, might in fome fort have juftified, he took
me into his confidence, treated me with the greateft affetion,
and afted rather as the brother and the equal, than as the parent
and fuperior ; and thus his. gentle admonitions had more effect in
reftraining the fallies of youth, and impetuofity of my temper,
than the four, unpalatable documents of a fupercilious ,pfeceptor
-could poflibly have had.

The wonderful effets of this happy temper in {waying the
ftubborn difpofition of headftrong youth, was exemplified in ano-
-ther inftance---of ‘which, fince I.am on the fubjeét, I will inform

youL.



( 129 )

you. " Mr. Dueres, then Governor of Madras, wrote to him
about a young Gentleman, in the following words :

“ My pear COLONEL,

L

“ In the lift' of Officers appointed to your garrifon, you will

““ fee the name of This young man (nephew to

< Mrs. DUPRF;s;), with abilities that might render him confpicuous,
“ T am forry to fay, ftands in need ofa firiét hand. All the fa-
% vour T have to requeft of 'you is to thew him no favour: keep
% him rigidly to hisduty ; and, 1f he requires it, rule him with a
« rod of iron. Should his future condu@® meet your appros
“ bation, it is unneceffary for me to afk it, as you are always
% ready to fhew kindnefs to thofe who merit it.”

The peculiar ftyle of this letter made fuch an impreffion on
my memory, that I am able to give the exa&t words. Colonel
CampBELL, however, took his own unalterable method, mild-
nefs---treated the young Gentleman in fuch a manner as’to raif¢
in him a corfcioufnefs of his dignity as a man, the firft and beft
guard againft mifconduct---and appouinted him ‘to “the grenadier
troop. The refult was anfwerable to his expeétations; for the
younl'g man's conduét, both as an Officer and a Gentleman, was
fuch in the fequel as torefiect credit on'himifelf and his family 5 and
his very honourable and hopeful career was at laft terminated by
a cannon-ball at the ficge of Tanjore.

R If



. If the veneration in which I fhall ever hold this moft dear and
refpelted relative admitted of increafe, it would certainly receive
it from the contraft I am every day obliged to draw between him
and the wretched butterflies. who fometimes flutter round us under
the name of Men : for, how can I help contraiting his inflexible
courage, united to angelic mildnefs, with the infolence of lilly-
livered ‘Heétors, who, confcious of the moft abjeft cowardice,
dare to give an infult, and bafely fkulk from honeft refentment
beneath the arm of the Law !---fellows who, like Bobadil in the
play, can kill a whole army with the tongue, but dare not face a
pigmy in the field !---and, while they want the prudence to reftrain
the torrent of effeminate inveétive, have patience enough to bear
a kicking, or a box in the ear !---who blufter and vapour to hide
the trembling limb and poltroon afpeét, as children whiftle in the
dark to brave the ghofts they dread! Beware of all fuch wretches
as you would thun plague or. peftilence.. I hope you da not imagine
that I have {o little common fenfe or. philanthropy as to cenfure
thofe who, from phyfical caufes or conftitutional delicacy, are
averfe to conteft : No, no---1 do affure you, on the contrary, that
my obfervation leads me to think fuch men, though flow to quar-
rel, and inoffenfive in conduét, are very gallant when honour or
duty demand from them a conqueft over their weaknefs, I have,
in my time, feen fuch men at firft the fport, and at laft the terror
of your bluftering bullies; and I have always thought, that in.
fuch a triumph over their feelings, they had more true merit

than.
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than /rt;cu conftitutionally courageous: the latter has his valour
in ¢émmon with the mere animal ; the other poffeffes the valour
of fentiment. I mean that moft ignominious of all beings, who,
prodigal in offence, yet reluctant in repérati-on---who, hoping to
find fome perfon paffive as themfelves over whom to triumph,
hazard the giving of an infult, with the malignant view to gafl-
conade over himif hé fabmiits---and, if he refents, to wreak the
whole vengeanee of Lawv upon him. In fociety with fuch men,
there is no faféty; for they léave you only the cafual alternative to
choofé between fhame and ruin. Him who' fubmits, they call
poltroon'; and him whe refents, they fleece’ in form of Law.
There ate others who, to bring their fellow-creatures down te
thieir own levél, brave the execrations of Mankind, and thé
vengeance of ‘Heaven : fuch harpies do exift, whoy though bold
chough to infult, are tame enough to réceive chaftifement without
refiftances; and, though tame enough to fubmit ¢o chaftifement,
are fo furioufly’ 'vindictive ay to proclaim  their thame, their cow-
ardice, peihaps inthe face of an open Court, in order to glyt
their revenge by the pillage of their adverfury’s purfe. Let fuch
menl enjoy the fruits of their machinations, if they can---To their
own feelings' T'confign them 5 for Tcan with a villain no greater
c¢urfe than the company of his own confcience, nor a ‘po‘ltmon‘a
more poignant fng than that' which the contémpt of Mankind

infliéts upon him.

R -2 LETTER
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LETTEBR.EX

Passine through Madura, I arrived at Trichinopoly,
where T met Mr. SuLLivan, the Refident of Tanjore, who very
politely furnithed me with.a letter to Mt, HippesLEY, his De-
puty at Tanjare, fromwhom I received many marks of civility.
At that place I had: the pleafure of meeting a Gentleman with
whom 1 had been at College, and for whom I, had always enter-
tained a great efteem:. this was Colonel Furrarron,, It isan
old maxim, that,we fhould fay nothing but good of the dead---
“ De mortuis. nil nifi bonum.” It is. not.a new. maxim, I. be-
lieve, to avoid praifing the living: I am aware of the indelicacy
of it; and therefore purpofely avoid in this, as I fhall in other in-
ftances, fpeaking the full opinion I.entertain. - To the. general
efteem in which he was held by all ranks of people in India, I refer
you to Colonel FuLLARTON’s charaéler : it is of fuch a fort, that
I with to hold it up for your imitation. At a time of life when,
others have arrived to fome perfeétion in their profeflion, he made,
choice of his, and entered for the firft time into the arduous mili-.
fary department, with a command for which the training of many.

years is no more than fufficient to prepare other men. The Mi-
nifter
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nifter of that day gave him this important charge, underwent the
clamours of Oppofition for it, and was juftified in the event.
When the Colonel came: to'act, fo far from being deficient, his-
whole conduét was diftinguithed; not lefs for military ‘talent than
courage--=while the moft-fortunate command of “temper and cap-
tivating addrefs fubduedthe fpirit of prejudice, reconciled the moft
difcordant, and gained him, ithough a King's Officer,  the efteem, .
as much of the Company’s as King's troops.-  In fhort, all ranks
of people; civilas: well as military,. Whether:belonging to King or
‘Company, united:in approbation: of  his conduét---a. thing not
knowrbefore, nor fince, butin the perfon of Liord Cornw ALL 15!
Too much:cannet -be: faid of the advantages refulting from a
proper command: of temper: ‘T'o promote that in'my FREDE=
rick, will-be:attended-with little difficulty :-on the contrary, 'my
only doubt: is,. that the placability: and mildnefs of  his difpofition
will too often fubject him to impofition.. . Jomn-is, however,. of
‘a different: temper 3 :there. is fomething: i it which requires both
admonition' and good example to reprefs. within proper bounds : to
{hew him the: beauty as well as ufe:of: a.mild, cool temper, fuch.
inftances as Colonel FLULARTON may-be of weight, and I with
him to reflect upon it.. And here I'am reminded of a perfon and
a circumitance {o exaltly in point, that I cannot.refrain from
noticing them : they convey no-inadequate idea of: the happinefs
refulting from a gentlenefs of nature, and. dominion over the
wmind; and as the perfon I allude to is dead, I:may fpeak of him
withi
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svitli the greater freedom in that full firain of praife which his
fhining-virtues deferve. ' :
.1 @f all the men T have ever had: the :good fortune to know,
Sir's Ar¢nrsarLd Camererny poffeffed, in' the higheft degree,
- that heavenly turn of mind, whichnot onlyisat peace with itfelf,
but diffufes harmony and cheerfulnels around it. No bufinefs,
however wrgent in occafion, .reftricted in point of time, or embar-
raffed with difficulty---no accident, however unexpeéied, or event,
“‘however finifter---none of thofe innumerable minutizz which fret
and chafe the tempers.of other men, ever fufpended. the cool tenor
of his. thought even for a moment : nothing fhook the ferenity of
his temper-=-nothing deranged the prefence of his mind: uniform
and placid, heiin all fituations had the full dominion of himfelf,
and in the field it gave hima decided fuperiority: nor was this
felicity of nature confined to his public conduct; it attended him
at the domeftic enjoyments of the fire-fide---at the focial board---
in the private recefles.of his clofet; and the very fame habit of
foul Wwhich, -in his great public duties, rendered himvaluable to his
Country, andformidable to her enemies, gained him the admira-
tion and eftcem of s his friends, the unbounded affe€tion of his fa-
mily, and the blefling of  all his dependants. '
Anincident that occurred in my prefence may ferve in fome
meafure to ‘decipher the mind of: this admirable man---I fhall
never forget it.  Previouily to his going to India, he had exerted
- hisintereft to obtain from the Eaft India Company fome reward
for
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for my fervices; and, a few days before his departure, promifed.
to {peak again to Mr. DEvaynges, Chairman of the Eaft India
Company. I waited on him on the day he was fetting off’; he
was juft about to depart, and furrounded by a numerous
circle. In the midft of this buftle, and the confufion, one would
fuppofe, infeparable from fuch:a crifis, he recolle¢ted his promife---
told me Mr. DEvayNEs had that minute taken leave of him, and
he had forgot to-mention.me, but faid‘that he would write to him on
the fubjeét; and, though he was at the inftant on.the point of moving
to the carriage that was to carry himoff, fat down, and with that
amiable {weetnefs of manners.and:happily colleted mind fo pecu-
liarly his.own, wrote a letter for me to Mr. DEevayNEs---holding
converfation, the while, in. the moft lively, engaging manner,
with the perfons around him. The concifenefs and perfpicuity
of language in which this letter was couched, will ferve to eluci-
date what I have faid---I therefore tranfcribe it for you :

: “ St. Fames's Hotel, Sept: 30, 1785.
“ DeAr SIR,

“ I forgot to mention to you this forenoon, and again to repeat.

“ my carneft withes, you would take the cafe of Mr, CAMPBELL
« {peedily into your confideration. His fufferings were of fuch a.

“ nature, and his fervices fo meritorious, that I am perfuaded,
“ upon a fair inveftigation of both, you will give him your firmeft:
“ fupport, 1 have looked into all his papers; and the teftimanies -
iof.



g 1% )

“elof ¢flential fervices ‘rendered té'the Company by him, dohin,
“in my opuuon, the h)tfhe& honour. Unlefs fuch merits are re-
“ compenfed, few will ritk every thing, as Mr. CamepeLr did,
"¢ to promote the “fiiceess of the Company’s arms in India: but T
“truft you will fé& it in its propet light 3 and in that hope I fhall
-5 “only add, that whatever aéts of kindnefs you fthew to hlm, will
¢ be Confidered as'an obhgatum conferred on, -
“ DEAR Sir,
“ Your faithful and moft obedient humble {fervant,

‘ ¢ ArRcHIBALD CAMPBELL.”

“To William Devaynes, Bfy."

Be affured, my dear boys, (for now I fpeak to Joun as well
as FrREDERICK), that one aét of triumph over the temper is worth
a million of triumphs over our fellow-creatures, and that the per-
fe€t dominion of our mind is more advantageous and laudable than
the dominion over Provinces or Nations. The one attaches merely
to our corporeal part, and is buried with our duft in the grave : the

other follows our immortal part, and paffes with it into eternity.

On my leaving Tanjore, Colonel FurLARTON honoured me
with the .care of a letter to Lord MACARTNEY, then Governor
of Madras---an extraét of which T give you, as it apphcd to ‘my
“bufinefs partlcularly o '

“w T-aszore,
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T % “ Tanjore, March 20, 1788.

» % My Lorp,

« T had the honour to write'to your Lordthip on the 8th by
Captain HaLram, who carried from hence very large packets
to you. The opportunity of Captain CAMPBELL tempts me to
trouble your Lordfhip, merély to inform you, that all my Tlet-
ters from Bidanore afcribe in a great degree the fuccefs of our
arms in thatquarter, and the romantic Revolution eftected there,
to the influence he had with'HyAT Sau1s, and to the propofals
of furrender which he fuggefted, and tranfacted with the Ge-
neral and Jemadar. T think it neceffary that you, my Lord,

way know ‘how .much the Public is indebted to Captain

CampBELL, whofe good fortune in this affair has -enly been
equalled by his good conduét. He is perfectly acquainted with
the ftate of affairs on the other coalt, and has feen and heard
much of our tranfadtions here; fo that no perfon can give.a
more clear or unbiafled view of events,”

I had alfo the good luck to meet, at Tanjore, Mr. BucHANAN,

a very near conneétion of mine, for whomI had long eritertained

a fincere and warm regard. It has been my -misforturte to have

been obliged frequently. to centfure fome of my retatives for ill-na-

ture and ingratitude: T never did {fo without the moft painful fen-

fations. “When, on the contrary, T am enabled to fpeak to'their

honour, I feel a proportionate fthare of pleafure: 1'am theréfore

S happy
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happy in mentioning Mr. BucnaNaN as a man as amiable in his
privatc:: as refpetable in his public character ; but the fatisfaétion I
feltiat this mecting was much alloyed by finding him in a very bad
ftate of health. SR

Before I left Tanjore, I had an opportunity of being eye-wit-
nefs to, that extraordinary and horrid ceremony,, the burning of a
Genteo woman with the body. of her hufband. . As thisis a point
which has occafioned much fpeculation and fome doubt ameng
Furopeans, I inclofe you an accurate account of the ceremony, as
minuted down at the time it happened.

PESCRIPTION OF THE CEREMONY OF THE GENTOO WOMEN
BURNING THEMSELVES WITH THE BODIES OF THEIR HUS-

BANDS.

. “ This day, —, I went to fee a Gentoo woman refign

herfelf to be burned along with the corpfe of her deceafed hufband.

¢ The place fixed upon for this tragic {fcene, was a {fmall iflet

on the bank of one of the branches of the river Cavery, about a
mile to the Northward of the fort of Tanjore.

4 When I came to the {pot, I found the vi€tim, who appeared

to be not above fixteen, fitting on the ground, drefled in the

€entoo manner, with a white cloth wrapped round her, fome
white flowers like jeffamins hanging round her neck, and fome
of them hanging from her hair. There were about twenty

' women
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women fitting on their hams round her, holding a white hand-
kerchief, extended horizontally over her head, to fhade her from
the fun, which was exceflively hot, it being then about noon.

¢« Atabout twenty yards from where the was fitting, and facing
her, there were {everal Bramins bufy in conftructing a pile with
billets of fire-wood : ‘the pile was about eight feet long, and four
broad. They firft bégan by driving fome upright ftakes into
the ground, and then built up the middle to about the height of
three feet and a half with billets of wood.

¢« The dead hufband, who, from his appearance, feemed to be
about fixty years of age, was lying clofe by, firetched out on a
bier, made of Bamboo canes. Four Bramins walked in pro-
ceflion three times round the dead body, firft in a dire€tion
contrary to the fun, and afterwards other three times in a diréc
tion with the fun, all the while muttering incantations§ and at
each round or circuit they made, they untwifted, and immediately
again twifted up the fmall long lock of hair which is left unthaven
at the back of their heads. _

“ Some other Bramins were in the mean time employed in
{prinklmng water out of a green leaf, rolled up like a cup, upon
a fmall heap of cakes of .dry cow-dung, with which the pile was
afterwards to be fet on fire.

“ An oM Bramin fat at the North-eaft corner of the pile upon
his bams, with a pairof fpeftacles on, reading, ‘T fuppofe, the
Shafter, or their Scriptures, from a Look compofed of Cajan leaves!

S @ “ Having
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“ Having been prefent now nearly an hour,'I inquired when
they meant to fet the pile onfire: they anfwered, in about two hours.
As this {pectacle was moft melancholy, and naturally ftruck me with
horrory and.as I had only gone there to allure.myfelf of the #rush
of fuch facrifices  being . made; 1. went away towards the fort.
After I was. gone about five hundred yards, they fent fome one
to tell me they would burn immediately ;, o which Freturned;
and found. the woman had been moved from where fthe 'was fitting
to the river, where the Bramins were bathing her. On.taking
her out of the water, they put fome money in her hand, which the
dipped i the river, and. divided among the Bramins: fhe had
then a_yellow cloth rolled. partially round her. They put fame
red. colour, about the fize of a fixpence, on the centre of -her
forchead, and rubbed fomething that appeared.to me to be clay.
She was then led to the pile, round which.the walked three times-
as the fun goes : fhe then mounted it, at.the North-caft. corner,
without. any affiftance; and fat herfelf down on the right fide of
her hufband, who had been previoufly, laid upon the pile. She
then unfcrewed' the pins which: faftened.the jewels or filver rings
on her arms: after the had taken them off, the thut them, and
fcrewed in. the pins, again, and .gave one to each of two women
who were ftanding: fhe unfcrewed her, earsrings,.and. other toys,
with great compofure, and divided them among the women who
were -with her. There fcemed to be fome little fquabble about:
the diftribution of her jewels, which fhe fettled with great pre-

cifion ;.
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cifion; and then, falling gently backwards, pulled a fold of the
vellow cloth over her face, turned her breaft towards her hufband’s
fide, and laid her right arm over his breaft ; and in this pofture
the remained without moving:.

¢ Juft before fhe lay down, the Bramins put fome rice in her
Tap, and alfo fome into the mouth and on the long grey beard of
her hufband : tliey then {prinkled fome water on the head, breaft
and feet-of both, and’tied them gently together round the middle
with a:flender bit of rope :: they then raifed,. as. it. were, a little
walk of wood lengthways on.twa fides of the pil¢, fo as to raife
it above the level of the bodies ; and then put crofs pieces, {o as to
prevent the billets of wood from prefling on them : they then poured
on the pile, above: where the woman lay, a potful of fomething
that appeared to me to be oik; after this they heaped on more.
wood, to the height of about four feet above where -the: bodies
were built in 3 {o, that.all I now faw was a ftack.of fire-wood...

“ One of the Bramins, I obferved, ftood at the end of the
pile next the woman’s head:—was .calling to her through the in-
terftices- of the wood; and laughed feveral times. during. the con-
verfation. . Laftly, they overfpread the pile: with wet ftraw, and
tied it on with-ropes.. '

“ A Bramin then took a handful of ftraw, which he fet on
fire -at the little hcap.of burning cakes of cow-dung; and, ftand-
ing to windward of the pile, he let the wind drive the flame

from the ftraw till it catched the pile. - Fortusately, at this in-
{tant, .
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ftant, the wind rofc much higher than it had been any part of
the days; and in an inftant the flames pervaded the whole pile,
and it burnt with great fury. I liftened a few feconds, but could
not diftinguifh any fhricks, which might perhaps be owing to my
being then to windward. In a very few minutes, the pile became
a heap of athes.

« During the whole time of this procefs, which lafted from
firlt to laft above two hours before we loft fight of the woman
by her being built up in the middle of the pile, I kept my eyes
almoft conftantly upon her; and I declare to Goo that I could
not perceive, either in her countenance or limbs, the leaft trace
of either horror, fear, or even hefitation : her countenance was
perfectly compofed and placid; and the was not, I am pofitive,
-either intoxicated or ftupified. From feveral circumftances, 1
thought the Bramins exulted in this hellith facrifice, and did not
feem at all difpleafed that Europeans thould be witnefles of it.”

- From Tanjore 1 proceeded to Negapatnam, which had been
taken from the Dutch by the Company’s troops, and where Mr.
CocHRAN, an old friend of mine, was Chief.

The communication by land between Negapatnam and Madras
being interrupted by the enemy’s troops, I embarked in a veffel,
and proceeded thither by fea---Major Jonusron, of the En-
gineers, being alo a paﬂ'engcr.‘

YeTTER
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Hirusrro every ftep of my journey has been marked
by occurrences fo unexpected, and accidents fo extraordinary, that
I thould feel fome repugnance to relate them, left my veracity
fhould be called in" queftion, were they not attefted by fo many
living perfons of refpectability, and by written documents. of au-
thority on record. Were one to confider them merely as the
offspring of fiction, they would perhaps have intereft enough to
catch the attention; but, viewing them as falts, they borrow,
from their number and rapid fucceflion, as well as from their fin-
gularity, fo much of the complexion of imaginary adventure,
that the combination cannot, I think, fail to intereft your mind
as well as your feelings.

Arrived at Nagapatnam, within a thort run of Madras, it is
natural for you to fuppofe that adventure was at an end, and
that fortune, fatigued by the inceffant exertion of her caprice,
might have left me to proceed the fhort refidue of my way without

further moleftation. It fell out otherwife : the had marked me as’

her game, and reflved to worry me to the laft monent; for, as
we
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-we wpproached Madras, we were chafed by a Freach frigate, and
staken near Fort St. George.

This appeared to me the greateft misfortune 1 had yet met
awith, and likely to be-the mofk fatal .in; its confequences, In
order to explain this,~ I muft recur to certain circumftances,
which, though I was informed of them fince my releafe from
‘Hydernagur, I did not relate to you, becaufe .thej were 10 way
oonnc&cd with my narrative till now.

‘Monfieur SUFFREIN, the Prench Adnural hawmT a mumber,
of Britifh . pnfoners in his poffeﬁlon, whom hc found it extremely.
inconvenient to fupport, made a propofal for an exchange---w}nch,
from fome failure in the conveyance, ©r ambxguaty in the terms
of the correfpondence, was neglected.

- The motives or accidents which gave rlfe to thas neg’lcﬁt have
never been completely.developed ; and perhaps the Admiral l'urn-
felf, Sir Epwarp Hucues, and Lord MACARTNEY,. were the
only perfons who knew the bottom of that tragfaction. In fuch
cafes, however, the ignorance of fact is generally. fupplied by
conjeCture ; and men have prefumed to cenfure ullcqtlix'ocally on
the mere hypothetical fuggeftions of their own imaginations.
Candour, however, in fuch a cafe, where it could not fpeak with
certainty, would fpeak with caution. An Hiftorian, particularly,
fhould fteer clear of party rancour, and not fuffer the prejudice or
malignity which mifled himfelf, to go down to and miflead pofte-
rity. - Where pofitive proof is wanting, if we are obliged to de-

cide,



( 145 )

cide, ‘'we! muft judge by analogy and inference; and in the cafe
now before us; we ‘have little but the charaGers of the perfqns
“concernedito guide us in our ‘decifion. 3
. Of the horrid cataftrophe which fucceeded thc ncglc& of
cxchanglnb prifoners, it is hardly poffible that any one but Mon-
fieut  SurrrEIN himfelf could have had a conception. To
fuppofe,’ that, under fuch lan impreffion, our leading men would
have hefitatéd to, prevent ity would be to {uppofe their intellecls
weak, and! their hearts corrupt and inhuman.+ I-fancy it:will be
difficult to ‘faften on Lord: MACARTNEY either the oge orithe
othier; for he was wife and humane: thofe whom the difaps
pointment of unreafonable expeétations, or the malevolence of
party, have induced to fufpect his Lotdthip’s heart, have been
forced by his conduét to revere his talents ; and the breath of
calumny ‘has pever touched - the humanity of Sir Epwarp
Huenes. Whatever theirimotives, therefore, may have been--~
reafon, ‘conftience, and candour, muft acquit them of the confe-
quences. It thould be recollected, too, that Monficur SUFFREINS
charadter was a. very probable fecurity, i :the mind of men of
fenfe and honour, againftany aét of horrid inhumanity + his conduét
asan Oﬁice‘r.had made & new @ra in the Naval Hiftory of France:
his talents and courage might be compared, without difadvantage,
to thofc of the beft of our Britith Admirals and he bad: exhis
bited | marks of uncommon generofity tq thofe: whom: the  chanci
of war had thrown into his hands.’ It would thefefore have beew
il 3 fome-
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fomethingimore than prefcience to have prefuppofed what aétually
happened 3/ 'and I declare' moft folemnly; that the inference I draws
from the whole information I have hadon the'fubjeét' is, that,
calamitous though the event ' was; it ‘attaches no pofitive' guilt on
any of thie parties concérned: The! fact isplainly this: The
Fréench  Admiral - having no-place on the coaft' where' he' could: fe-
¢ure- his prifoneks, and-grieving, as hehimfelf fubfequently wrote
to' Mr. HasTiNGs, to {ee the uhappy meny who had been fix ot
feven ‘months at fea, dying of the fcurvy, delivered! over the
prifoners,  to the number of above three' hundred; to HypeRr.
Their fate afterwards' was fuch as utiwouldhumw up your" fdﬁ!
to hear related. : 0 '

Take the whole of the ‘circumftances into>'one glance, and
fec what my feelings muft have been on finding thyfelf onee' more
a prifoner. HyDpER Arri, who was, when cotipared with the
worft Defpots of the European World, a' monftér; muft yet be
eonfidered, when put in comparifon with - his fueceflor T1ppo0;
mild and merciful. ' HypEr, from policy: and'hypocrify, - fhewed
fome lenity to the prifoners who fell into his-hands. Inftances
are known where Britith captiv;es. have broke through the crowd
that furrounded bim into. his prefence for- proteftion---whesn ¢
has hypocritically feigned anger, threatened the perfons who had:
treated them ill, reprobated: feverity, and fent them off fatisficd
for the prefent. T1pPoo, on the contrary, was fo perfeftly fa-
vage, that cruelty feemed to be, not only the internal habit of
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Ais foul, butthe guide of .all his ations,: the moving principle of
-his poliey, the rule of  his public conduét, andithe fource of his pri-
vite gratification. -Like the tyger which, Burrow tells us, kills
the avhole flock 1 before he begins to feed, every appetite of his
yielded to the more urgent calls of barbarity; and whileone drop
iof ‘blood  remained nfpilled, one agony uninflited, one tear un-
4héd, the natural appetites of Tirroo ftood fufpended, and the
Juxuries : of Jife.colirted his enjoyment in wvain, Like the hyena
which ‘Muomeson calls the felleft of ithe fell, the fury of his
nature was néither to be controuled by refiftance, nor affuaged by
blandithments. ' Aloof from the general order of the workings of
Providence, heftands a fingle inftance, in which the Omnipotent
has prefented a glowing living pi€ture, ALL sHADE: not one ray
breaks in, to relieve the gloomy afpect of the pieée; but, diftin@
from the whole human race, ‘of ‘him alone it may be faid, that he
never yet difclofed, even for a moment, one fpark of virtue.

- From barbarity fo inflexible to thofe taken in the ordinary
chance of war, what could T expect if T fell again into his hands---
1 who had been the inftrument of one of his chicf Governors'
defection---who had, by my negociations, contributed to deprive
him of a Province, and, what perhaps ‘might have had greater
aveight with him, robbed him of the gratification of a long har-
boured revenge, by putting his enemy Hyat Sanie under the
protection of the Company ! Diabelical vengeance never perhaps
met with a fubjeé of fuch fublime enjoyment, as the torturing of

T2 me
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‘me would have been to this monfter. ' Couple this, then, my
Frppkricky with the: féars ‘of SuPREIN’S doing by meas he
diid already idone by the other Englifh iprifoners<ssand guefs what
anly)terrorand Qonﬁcmaunn muft Have beetvat: Jfaﬂmg into ‘the:
'llﬂl‘xdgs’ -of - thie, Freu(:h hitedisd Yo ellss o 9100 ads ol hablaiy
.1 Havingoftiuck our:colours toithe. Frénch:frigate, the! Captain
ﬁﬁcggg ystor followi heér, and fieered to the: Northward. :\We
@beyed him for fome time : at length night fell;. and, a frefhiand
ei@hrém'a!alﬂ brecze fortunately diding ‘the attempty we: plit about,
van for, Madras, and luckily dropt anchor fafely-in the Roads.; i In
the efcapes. 1 hind hitherto bad, there was always. fome: difagréeable
circumfance. to alloy, the pleafure arifing from:them--~In this ifi-
flance, my, joy was pure and- unqualified ; and I looked . fm'ward
thha., reafonable hope that the worfk.was all over, . - :

+ +Here'I found Lord MacarTNEY Governor,: ftruggling' to«fup:-
port the,credit of the Company, and diteéling their affairs through
tuch embarraflments, and difficulties as made the-moft wife and
temperate defpair of fuccefs: So -arduous anundertaking as the
Government  of Madras then was, has’ rarely: occurred; and a
more fuccefsful final accomplithment is not to be inftanced. *In
the inqeﬁ?mt confliéts.to which he was.‘expoft:d, he maintained: his
poft v;s?lilth inflexible firmnefs and' unabated energy of mind---ands
in the moft trying circumftances, difcharged his important. duty
with zeal, integrity and wifdom. The ftrict difcharge of the
duty he owed to his Country, raifed clamours.againft him among

A
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an interefted few in India; but the united applaufes of all parties,

on his return to England, ftamped 'currency én his fame, and has
broken the fhafts of detration.

i

G B T TE R, LXI].
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- Avrrer fo many hazards and har&fh@s as I had under-
gone, it'was a moft: pleafing reflection to find. myfelf in a fociety
compofed of my oldeft profeflional connections, and warmeft aid
fincereft friends : but this was a happinefs 1 could not long enjoy ;
for,’ being charged with a miffios from Hyar Sanis to the Go-
~vernor-General and ' Supreme Council, 1was. conftrained /to pro-
«ceed to Bengal, and accordingly fet fail for: Calcutta; which I
‘reached in little more than a week, without encountering any ac-
cident, or meeting a fingle occurrence, worth the relation. - Upon
my arrival there, Sir Joun M‘.&crumsom," who was in the Su-
preme Council, gave me-a kind invitation to live at hishoufe, and
prefented me to Mr. HasTINGs, with whom I entered intd a net
gociation on bchalf of Hyar Samn, which awill appeai' by the
-folhwlng letters 2 , ST AT

' " LETTER
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“ Calcutta, May 3, 1788.
“ HoNOURABLE SIr,

« Indifpofition has put it out of my power, fince the firft day
after my arrival hcre, to have the honour of paying you my
refpels, and of laymg before you, for the information of the
Board, the objects of my miffion to your fuperintending Govern-

' ment.

¢ As thefe obje@s are of public importauce, and as ill health
may prevent me, . for fome time longer, from having the honour

of iwaiting upon you, I takelthe liberty tmbcg your attention to

this addrefs. ' ! i aield 3 Boa
1% The great Revolution in favour of thedndia: ﬁbmpauy upon

‘the Weft fide of India, and towhich1had the happinefs of being
-in fomelittle degreeinftrumental, has been dertaidly brought dbout
:by the zeal and fpirit of General MaTHEws; but that Officer
afcribes to the'iofders: and: fupplies of your Government the

priricipal ‘merit .of ‘the undertaking : he looks to the fame Go-
vernment for fupport in the arrangement which he has made,

-and may make, for the fecurity of the conquered Province.

-1 ¢ The burry in which Ileft him, andhisanxiety for oy ﬁ:eedy

commumcatlonof hlS fuccefles, gave notime for a formalcommu-

‘nication to the Governor-General and Council, of the particulars

113 Of
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of his fuccefles, and of the arrangements which he withed to
be adopted: He wrote a fhort account of the firft to the Prefi
dency of Fort St, George; and gave me a public letter to the
Commander in Chief of the Military Eftablithment of that
Prefidency to which I particularly belong, inatteftation of the
fervices I rendered in the negociation between him and the Go-
vernor of Bidanore, for the furrender of that Capital and Pros
vince. Acopy of thatletter I have the pleafure to lay before yous

« AsI was charged with a particular commiffion from Hvar
San1s, the Manager of the Bidanore Province, to the Gover-
not-General and Council, as appears by his, letter, which'T had
the henour of prefentingto you, General MaruEws gave mes;,
in'veirbal inftru@ions, and memorandums written in his own.
hand, the' particulars of what he withed me to. reprefent to your
Government : he gave: me,, befides, thort notes.of introduéion:
to two of the Members.of Governmént, whom he knew per-
{onally;--neferﬁillg them to me for an account of his fituationy

and. allowing me, I believe, more credit than L deferve, forthe

‘thare 1 had in, contributing) to his. final acqmﬁnon of Bidanore

without drawing a {word.
« It would be tedious, and more fit for the detailof converfa-
tion than. of a public addrefs,. to inform you of the various fteps

 that led to the furrender of the Capital and Prevince of Bida-:

nore.. I had had feveral conferences with Hy.aT Sanis before

- HypEeR's death, and endeavoured tof_uggeﬁ to” him the advans

“ tage
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tage which ‘would arife’ to him" from 2 revoltin favour of ‘the
Company. My éfforts in thefe converfations ended ultimately

lin'the moft rigorous diftrefs to smiyfelf: I'was put in irohs, ‘and

remained fo for four months, in’ a fituation only of ‘éxiftence,
without “any hopes of ever efcaping. 'When ‘General ‘Ma-
rapws had ftormed the Ghauts, HyAr Saunis fent for 'me,

‘and, after various {?cruggles,* and much -indecifion, agreed to
my proceeding to the Englith camp; and I conduétéd General
/MarTreEWwS, almoft unattended, into Bidanore. HyAt™ SAurn

at'length agreed to fubmit: but as, in his various converfations

‘with me before and after that event, he made a very particular

diftinétion bétween the Government of Bombay and the chicf

« Government of the Englith in Indoftan, fo he 'propofed that 1
« fhould immediately depart, after he had given up the place and

« all the forts of the Province, with a letter to’you, to obtain

e

i

6%
.

%

[
1

e

your fanétion to me to his arfangements with the Englith Ge-
neral. .

“ Thefe arrangements were not .even clearly defined before my
departure; and fo anxious was he for my {peedy arrival at Cal- |

cutta, that he only gave me the general PfOPOﬁthDS that are

.contained in his Tetter. -

“ Permit me here to obferve, that it is by the treatment
which Hyat SAHIB meets with, that the other Chiefs of
Hyper's Country will eftimate the advantage of abandoning the

intetefts of T1pPoo SAH1E, or will confirm their dependence

“ upon
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« ypoh him. Tiproo was prevented by his father from ‘all inw
“ tereourfe with the Governors of his Provinces, or any inter-
“ ference in country affairs; fo that thofe left in charge at his
s father’s death are ftrangers to him, and are men to whom he
« 'hds little attachment. He is, befides, confidered to beof a cruel
« difpofition. '~ His father was cruel upon a political principle : he

< is théught to-be {o:from nature. -
-« The unfortinate. differences about . money which arofe in

¢ General MaTHEWS’s camp, and of which, you will, probably
« hear from thé' Prefidency of Bombay, stook; up much rof the
¢ General's tifne, and may have retarded his operations: hows
« evef, his fuccefs in the reduttion’of Mangalore gives a fecurity
“ tohis édnqﬁcﬁs. The revenues of the Bic_luno’re Prevince are
stllzbout twenty lacks of pagodas per.anhum,
« The particular fituation of the Capital merits attention, » It
« jsplaced ina valley of confiderable extent in circumference
« according’ to ‘the beft -obfervation 1 could .make, there is an
«¢ ‘aftent to it, from all fides, of near feven miles : it can only be ap.-
« proached by four roads, which.are cut among thie hills, and which
« yyere judicioufly fortified with great pains by HypERr: woods,
< to the depth of many miles, are a frontier round its fkirts; and
« where thefe admitted a paffage, HypEr toek the precaution te
¢ plant bamboos and thorns--<fo 'that I hayc‘ little fear bﬁ that
« General MaTrEws will be able to defend  thefe pafles ; and as
% for provifions, and military {tores.of all kinds, that were found
U “ im
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in'Bidanore, of the latter particularly, what, according to Ge-
neral MATHEWS'S own declaratxon., would equip nine fuch
armies as his.

¢ Cundapore: is thé next fca-port to Bidanore, and is d:ﬂ:ant

about fifty miles : Mangalore is diftant about 'a hundred miles.
"Theroad leading from Mangalore joins with ‘that from Cunda-

pore, where the afcent of the  hills commence: another road
from Bidanore" leads to Scrmga.patam, -and a fourth 'into the
Marhatta Country, .

“ It was from the lower Country, anng the {ea-coaft, be-
tween Omore' and Mangalore, which' is watered’ by many
rivers, and is the beft cultivated Country I ever faw, that
HypEer got the greateft part of his provifions for his army in
the Carnatic ; and, independent of the advantages which the
Company have gained by the acquifition of thefe: Countries, the
confequent loffes of the Myforeans are immenfe, and fuch as
will difable them from affifting the French in the Carnatic,

“ It becomes not an Officer of my rank to make any obferv-
ations that relate to the conduct of the different Governments
of my Employers; but I am obliged to obferve, in juftice to
Hyar Sau1p’s declaration to pe, that he will not rely upon.
any arrangement made in his favour by the Governor and
Council of Bombay, unlefs he has a fpeedy anfwer to his letter
from this Government. He has requefted me to returp with.
that anfwer, and with the fanétion of the Governor-General

£ to.
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to the cowl given to him by General MaTHEws. Though I

< am worn down by my fufferings in prifon, and my health can

fcarcely enable me to be carried by land, T am ready to under-
take this fervice 3. for I know it is the greateft I may ever have

-it'in. my power to render to the Company and to my Country.

“ My return to the other coaft with a favourable anfwer to
Hyar Sauis, will be the fignal to other Chiefs to throw off’ the
yoke of Trrroo; and if Colonel Loxg has made any progrefs
in the Coimbatore Country, or that General MaTHEwWSs has not
been too feverely preffed by Tirroo, I may arrive upon the
other coaft in time to be of real ufe to the Company.

¢ Iknow, Honourable Sir, the liberal and great fyftem of your
adminiftration: T will not, therefore, poimnt ‘out any little  cir-
cumftances about the footing upon which I fhould return to
HyAaT SaHIB, or remain upon the other coaft. I with only to
be rewarded by my Employers-as Iam fuccefsful ; and I fhall
leave it to your goodnefs, and to your diftinguithed zeal for
the public propriety, to give me any inftruétions for my con-
duét, ‘or to charge me with any advices to General MaTaaws,
as you may think proper.

¢ I hope you will pardon this long and irregular addrefs, and
honour me by communicating any part of it that you may think
worthy of communication to the Gentlemen of the Covdcill

¢« T have the honour to be, &ci &e.

4 Dowarp Camerens.”

U e “ P, §.



[ desP) S, When you dreat léifure, and ' Irami able to have the
¢ hbtout of rattending you, I would wifh'to communicate toydu
« lamore particular datail of my converfation with Hyw Samis-:=
s¢ what General ‘Maruews's hopesoof’ fupport fromo this Govern-
« ment avere, and the fatore plans he: then! meditated-~and my
«¢ jdéatof ‘the meafures that thould be ‘purfaed by 'the Prefidency
“1of Fort St George, ‘to fupport: Geﬂeral Munmws, amdl ind~

pm’vp the admmtages he has gained. a491 T 10 9slog *

o4y’ %6 Warren Hnﬁmg;, Ij:{
“ Gowmm Genera! qf Benga] »

I Doll [_, a9t (€ (aad »
- il il ads i sldsiponoH ,womd1
LETTER FROM HYAT SAHIB, ALLUDED TO IN THE FOREGOING»

;. mo 1 inods 157

(Ufual Imroduc‘?:oiz,) oy s Slorray 10 JRERAE w4 ]

“ 1 have direted the affairs of 'therSoobeh of’ Hydernagun for
“ {ome years paft, ‘on the part of the Navvavs HYDER. © When
¢ Jately attacked by the victorious forces: of the Englifh 'under the
* command eof General MaTuews, Ieoppofed him, and fulfilled
“ my duty in every refpeét; but feeing the fuperior fortune and
s force of the Englifh, and receiving propofals for peace from
“ General MATHEWS, by thefe circumftances,. but more efpéci-
“ ally by the perfuafions of Captain CAMPBELL, the fon:of Co-
# lonel CampBELL, who was formerly at Chinaputtan, I was
“ induced to come to terms, and delivered up to General Ma-

“ THEWS
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rurws the treafury, property, ftores and keys of the forts of
this Country. 1f I had been 'difpofed, I had it in my power to
have appropriated this collected wealth to other purpofes; but,
from a regard to the high fortune of the Kinc of ENGLAND,
and the uprightnefs and integrity of the Englith People, I have
included myfelf in the number of your fervants, and have de-
termined, with the utmoft fincerity and purity of heart, to
ferve you well and, faithfully.. By the blefling of Gop, under
your aufpices, my endeavours towards the well and full per-
formance of my duty fhall be ten-fold greater than heretofore 3

and as General MaTHEWS intends to proceed to Seringputtam,

-your loyal fervant will affift; to the utmoft of his ability and

power.  You will .be fully informed. on this fubject by Captain
CampBELL. Honour, and favour, and reward, muit flow from

}'ou -

- %, From the time of your firft eftablithment in this Country to

e
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the. prefent period,‘ the engagements of the Englith have been
facredly performed and adhered to; nor have they been want-

ing in their protechion of the honour. and dignity of the Sur-

dars. of Bengal, and other places. 1 hope, from your favour
and benevolence, that you will iffue your commands to Gene-
ral MATHEWS, to favour me with all due kindnefs and atten.
tion, I have taken fhelter under the thadow of your benevo-
lence. Captain CAmPBELL has fhewn me great kindnefs, in
this refpect, and, 'by encouraging me to hope for your favour,

“ has
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¢ has led fne to become your fervant, You will be fully infonmed
“ of the ftate of affairs in this quarter by Captain CampaeLL’s
€ Jétters. Hen
¢ Written on the 24th of Suftur, A, H. 1197,

A trug -'coP};, ‘ :
« J. P. Avrtor, Sec.”

LETTER TO WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ,

“ Calcutta,’ May 25, 1183.
“ HONOURABLE SiR,
¢ Some time ago, I did myfelf the honour of writing to you,
“ on the fubje@ of my miffion from HyAT SAHIB to this Go-
¢ vernment.
< It is with pleafure I now underftand that you have come to
% the refolution of fending an anfier to his letter. I cannot help
“ delivering it as my opinion, that a decided and avowed protec-
tion granted to him from this Government, will be productive
¢ of great public utility : but fhould you, and the other Gentle-
“ men of the Council, think proper to decline this, from motivés
% beft known to yourfelves, and of which I fhall not pretend to
“ judge, Ibeg leave humbly to reprefent, that the fooner Hyar
¢ Samn1B’s letter is acknoﬁ"rlcdged, the more fatisfactory it will be
“ to him, and the more efficacious in its probable good confe-
% quences. ' s
oy «q
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« | am ready and anxious to proceed immediately to the other
coaft with the anfwer to Hyat Sanis, and fhall take the liber-
ty of hoping that you will give me inftrutions to remain fome
time with him, that he may have an opportunity of tranfmit-
ting, through me, any communication that he may wifh to
eftablifh with this Government. I have the pleafure to inform
you, that that Prefidency to which I particularly belong, have
granted me their confent to be employed in the final arrange-
ment of the Bidanore treaty, thould your Board think proper to
choofe me as a fit perfon; and they have further unanimoufly
done me the honour to approve of my conduét in the commence-
ment of this bufinefs.

« With refpeét to the appoinments‘ you may judge right to.
allow me, I truft entirely to your own ideas of propriety. I
wifh for nothing more than what is fufficient to defray the ex-
pences of fuch a journey, and to enable me to maintain that
charaéter in a fituation of this kind which is requifite to pro-

mote the public good.
“ 1 have the honour to be, with the greateft refpett,
“ HoNOURABLE SIR,,
“ Your moft faithful and moft obedient fervant,

“ DoNarp CAMPBELL.”

After
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L5 1sdften fome. delay, I received infir uctions, together with a
letter from Mr: Hastings for. Hyat, with which L etioff in

order to, deliver it into his own hands, as followss, -y, -

1ri ! 10 X 10qaoO (18 Ve ! d s :""’il’ iwe ooy P
LETTER TO CAPTAIN DONALD CAMPBRELL: 11 () ¥
Bt | > zids Mive diildefls »
- % SIR,
j gl .oy P

«_I have it in command from the Honourable tHc _Gov'cmbr_-
¢ General and Council, to tranfmit you the inclofed_‘a.n(;wcr fram
¢ the Governor-General to the letﬁexz which} 50u : broqght 'f_'j:pxu
“ Hyat Samrs, the Foufdar of Bidanore, to this. Government,,
“ upon the occafion of his furrendering that Country to t_hc.
‘. Company. As you propofe to return to Bidanore, the Board
¢ requeft that you will deliver this anfwer in perfon to Hyarw
“ Samus, with affurances from them of every protection and
¢ fupport which the eminent fervices rendered by him to the
“ Company give him fo good a right to expect, and which they
“ have it in their power to grant; and you will acquaint him,
¢ that they have further agreed to recommend him in fuch terms
“ to the Honourable the Court of Diretors, as may encourage
“ him to hope for every attention from their jultice.

¢ Confidering the great importance of the acquifition of Bi-
“ danore to the Company, its proportionable difadvantage to
“ the enemy, and the magnitude of the objet to be obtained
¢ by holding out every poffible incitement and encouragement

“é to
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to the Managers of the Myfore Country, to throw offa new and
unfettled dependence on ‘the enemy’s Government, in order to
obtain a more fecure and beneficial tenure from the Company’s

pofleflion, the Board are the more readily inclined to afford this

early return to the advances of HyAaT Sauis, in the hope
that it will infpire him with freth confidence in the Englifh
Government, and rivet his attachment to it,

« It will be at your option, cither to return immediately with
HyaT Sax1s's anfwer to the Governor-General’s letter, if you
fhall deem it of fufficient confequence to require it, or to re-
main with him, if you conceive that your refidence there for
any time will be more conducive to the public interefts ; but,
in either cafe, you are defired to report the particulars of your
reception and proceedings to this Government, with any other
information which you may think it ufeful for them to know.

« ] am, SIR,
¢ Your moft obedient, humble fervant,
¢ 1. P, AvrioL, Sec.”
Fort William, May 29,1783.”

It would be unpardonable in me to let this occafion pafs,

without exprefling the high fenfe I entertain of Mr. HAsTINGS'S
politenefs, and Sir Joun MacrHERsoN's kindnefs and hofpitality,

during my ftay at Calcutta. As to Mr. HasTINGS, in his public

X capacity,
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wpnut\ r.t would be plefumptuous and lll_}udlCLOl'lb to fay mucl,
as he now ftands for the judgment of the hwheﬂ Tribunal i in thn,
Country. My own obfervation Icads me to conﬁdcr Inm as a
man of iouud acute and brllhant talents, and of a vaft and com-
prehcnﬁ\f. mmd---of manners fociable, amiable, meek and un-
affected---and of a d1{'poﬁt1on truly bcmvolent His iupeuor
knowledge of the polltlc.aI interefts of Indoftan, and p’utlcul'uly
of the affairs of the Eaft India Company, has never been queftion-
ed ; and, if the fuffrage of the People of India may be allowed to
decide, his conduét as Governor-General, though, like every thing
human, intermixed with érror, was, on the whole, great and lau-
dable---for I declare I fcarcely ever heard a man in India, Na-
tive or European, cenfure him, althoug_h he was often the fub-
jelt of converfation with all perfons and in all companies in the
Eaft.

The focial virtues of Sir Joun Macpuerson are fo well
known, that 1t would be fuperfluous to notice them. The fame
friendthip and hofpitality 1 experienced in his houfe, has been
fhared by many, who are not backward in doing him ample juftice
on that head. But his condut during his thort adminiftration
can be known only by thofe who make the political concerns of
India a fubjeét of ftudious attention. To enter into a detail of
his various wife regulations for the reftoration of the Company’s
affairs, would be deftru¢hive of the end I propofe, which.is, by a
concife and fimple fummary of the whole, to render a fair picture

of
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of his adminiftration {o clear as to be underftood by any perfon,
however ignorant he may be of the politics of that Country, and

{o brief as not to difcourage the reading of it.
Sir Joun MacruERSON took the reins of Government into
his hands on the firft of February, 1785. He found the Com-
pany’s revenues diminithed, and their expenditure increafed, by the
continual claims of Proprietors, Direétors, and Minifters, to a
fhare in the patronage of Mr. HAsTiNGs---and a public debt ac-
cumulating to an enormous amount. He therefore faw the ne-
ceflity of putting in practice every expedient poffible, and trying
every experiment that the ftate of the Country fuggefted, as likely
to promote an increafe of the revenue, a diminution of the public
-expenditure, and a liquidation of the debt. He, therefore,
on the fourteenth day of his adminiftration, commeénced a re-
form, which he continued with indefatigable zeal and induftry to
introduce through the various departments of Government---and,
beginning with himfelf, difcharged his body-guards. While he
was thus employed in India, the Company and Parliament in
England were unremittingly engaged in confidering and molding
into fhape a {yftem of reform alfo; and, extraordinary as it may
appear, the faét is, that the fagacity of Mr. MacernersoN had
‘adopted by anticipation, and atually reduced to' practice, the
identical fpeculative reforms which the Parliament and Compardy
‘were proceeding upon in" England; and the geheral plan of re-
form which paffed the Court of Direttors en ithe cleventh bf
X2 ‘ April,
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Aprily 1785, had been atually carried into execution by Sir
Joun MacpHERSON in Bengal, in the months of February,
March and April, 1785, 'He made-arrangements for the diffu-
fion of ‘knowledge---eftablithed ‘the fettlement of Pulo Penang, or
Prince of Wales's Ifland---fettled theé Bank of Calcutta on a firm
bafis---regulated the markets---and, by a plan of his own concep-
tion, fecured the Company from the accuftomed fraudulent com-
pofitions with Zemindars, by bonding their balances, and making
the bonds cancelable only by the Court of Direétors. In fine, he
mntroduced and carried into effeét a {yftem of reform which had a
moft {udden and falutary effect on the Britith affairs in India ; and
inan adminiftration of only eighteen months, he had the felicity to
perceive the fruits of his wifdom and induftry maturing---to re-
ceive that beft of carthly rewards, the efteem and applaufe of his
Fellow-citizens---and to be honoured by the beft of Sovereigns
with the dignity of a Baronet.

While I was at Sir Joun Macpuerson’s houfe, I happened,
in converfation one day with Mr. MAcAULEY, Sir JouN’s Secre-
tary, to be talking over fome part of my adventures; and found
to my aftonithment, that he had, in his route to India, accident-
ally hired the very fervant whom I had loft at Tricfte by fending
“him for letters to Venice ; and Mr. MacAvLEY aflured me, that
he found him poffeffed of all the good qualities 1 had expefted to
meet in him ; but the poor fellow had died before my arrival at

Calcutta, to my great mortification and difappointment..
As
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As the feafon in which I was to leave Calcutta was very un-
favourable for a voyage by fea, and the coaft thereabouts 1s one of
the moft inhofpitable in the world, I fet off by land for M dras,
and in my way had an opportunity of furveying that curious and
grotefque monument of fuperftitious folly, called the Jagranaut
Pagoda. It is an immenfe, barbarous {truéture, of a kind of
pyramidal form, embellithed with devices cut in ftone-work, not
more fingular than difgufting.  Chriftian Idolators, in forming
types and figures of divine beings, always endeavour to reprefent
them with perfonal beauty, as proportionate to their divine
nature as human fkill can make it.. Thofe Pagans, on the con-
trary, in forming their idols, caft out cvery veftige of beauty---
every thing that, by the confent of Mankind, is fuppofed to con-
vey pleafing fenfations; and, in their place, fubftitute the moft
extravagant, unnatural deformity, the moft loathfome naftinefs,
the moft difgufting obfcenity. It is notin language to convey an
adequate idea of their temples and idols; and if it-was, no pur-
pofe could be anfwered by it, only the excitement of painful and
abominable fenfations. To keep pace with the figures of their
idols, a chief Bramin, by fome accurfed artificial means, (by
herbs, I believe), has brought to a moft unnatural form, and
enormous dimenfions, that which decency forbids me to mention ;
and the pure and fpotlefs women, who from infancy have been

fhut up from the fight of men, even of their brothers, are brought
to-
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to kifs this, difgufting and ' misthapen monfter, ander ithe pre-
pofterous belief that it promotes fecundity.

“In this Pagoda ftands the figure of Jagranaut, (their god un-
der Brama); and a fightly figure it 'is truly !---nothing more than
a black ftone, in an irregular pyramidal form, having two rich
diamonds in the top by way of eyes, and a nofc and mouth painted

red. - For this god, five hundred Priefts are daily employed in
boiling food, which, as he feldom eats it, they doubtlefs convert
to their own ufe in the evening. i

I ftopped at Vizagapatnam for.a few days with Mr. Russer,
who was Chief of that place. ' His ftyle of living was {o exaétly
{imiilar to that of an elegant family refiding at their country-houfe
i England, that I felt myfelf more happy and comfortable than
1 had been fince my arrival in India ; and that happinefs was much
increafed by meeting Mr. Maxrow, who was married to M.
Russtr’s daughter. This Gentleman and I had, when mere
boys, been fhipmates on our firft going out to India: a warm
friendfhip took place between us, which has met with no inter-
ruption, but rather increafed from lapfe of. time, and greater ha-
bits of intimacy. To fee a man whom 1 {o entirely efteemed, in
pofleffion of the moft perfect domeftic felicity, and furrounded by
a'‘number of amiable congections and friends, was to me a fubjeét
of 'the moft pleafing contemplarion,

V]
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Leavine Vizagapatam, 1 took my routc along the
coaft, and arrived at Mafulipatam, where I heard rumours of the
unfortunate fate of General Maruews.  This threw fuch a damp
upon my {pirits, that all the hofpitality and kindnefs of Mr.
DanieL, the Chief, could {carcely raife me from defpondence;
and on my arrival at Madras, T found the whole amply com-
firmed.

As Hyar Samis's affair yet remained unfettled, and I confi-
dered myfelf in a degree pledged to obtain him fome fatisfaction
for his fervices in furrendering the Province of Bidanore, and to
fulfil my engagements with him and the Supreme Council, 1 de-
termincd to proceed to Bombay, notwithftanding the difafter of Ge-
neral Maruews, which had entirely cruthed all my private pro-
{pects in that quarter, and t('mco-uperate with Hyat Samisin fuch
meafures as might yet remain to us for promoting the public good.
I left Madras, therefore, and profecuted my journey without any
material interruption until I reached Palamcotah, where the chagrin
arifing from my various difappointments, co-operating with tutigue
and climate, threw me intoa fit of ficknefs, which confined me

to
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to my bed for five or fix weeks. Upon recovering a little, I
crawled on to Anjengo, where, at the houfe of Mr, Hurcuinsow,
the Refident, (who treated me with cordial kindmefs), I waited
for an opportunity of getting to Bombay, and during that time
laid in a ftock of ftrength and fpirits: at length a Europe thip
touching at Anjengo on her way to Bombay, I obtained a paffage,
and proceeded.

At Bombay I found Hyart Sanis, it having been deemed ex-
pedient to fend him away from Bidanore on the approach of
Treroo with his army, where I received from him a confirma-
tion of what I have ftated refpecting General MaTHEWS re-
cetving only two lacks of rupees and a necklace, And now, as
peace was negociating between us and T1proo, and my remaining
-on the Malabar coaft could be of little ufe, I determined to return
to the Carnatic. And here I bave an incident to add to the many
difagreeable occurrences of my life, in which, withintentions the
-moft innocent, I was made the fubjeét of obloquy and unmerited
Acandal.

Juft at the time I was leaving Bombay, a young Lady, the
daughter of a perfon formerly of high rank in India, and now a
Member of Parliament, but whofe name it would be ufelefs to
mention, withed to return to the Carnatic ; and I, at the requeft
of herfelf, and another Lady with whom fhe lived, unguardedly
took charge of her during the journey, Before our departure,
I refle€ted upon the difficulties and. impropriety of this flep, and
- coms
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communicated my ideas to the Ladies, who, inftead of liftening
to the objections I ftarted, preffed me to fulfil my promife : I con-
fented, purely frem in'inciples of politenefs and good-nature.
i)ugi_u;é the courfe of our journey, the unfolded to me, of her own
aqgm;d, certain aks of cruelty and injuftice the had fuffered from her
father, at the ig{i;i,gqtipn of her mother-in-law, with a ftory of her
innocence having fallen, and her reputation having been deftroyed,
by aconneéhon of the Lady under whofe charge the was, and
who for that reafou had prcﬂ'ed her departure with me; aud added,
the was fo ddguﬁed with India, that fhe determined to qunt it ;
and cn.trcat.ed me to aﬁ" ft her in the  accomplithment of her
withes. I dlfapproved in. the moft unqualified terms, rof her
prole&---gavc her the beft and moft difinterefted advxcé-—-aud,
throutrh the whole dlfagreeable bufinefs which was nnpofcd upon
me, atted merely with a view . to her honour and happinefs; and
feveral of the moft refpectable peoplc in Palamcohh . where the
pafled fome time, and at Madras, where fhe'afterwardsi refided,
could atteft the delicacy of myl cbndu& towards' hclj, as well as
the concern and i{ltercﬁ I took in every thing t'hat was likely to
be of advantage to her. ‘ PO, s v
;T]lia is a fair ftatement of the matter ; aud xct, on accayut of
1t, l was moft qumouﬂx f‘L"lDd.lllLCd, and  the feandal I?dLth
men the. c'!hﬂf' m? ﬂlthel, wh,gm, howevcr, I foon fatisfied on
‘hat hc.ld But tlnt wl uch ftung me to, the quick was the, cons
Jué of fome of, my own lc]‘ltlons (\1 ho, if they even wdld not

¥ jullify
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juftify ‘or approve, ought atleaft to have beenfilent), inbecoming
the moft virulent.of my détractors---though, when the character
of thofe very relations had on former occafions been ' reflected
upon, I ftood up and- defended them at the imminent hézﬁ'rd of
my life. Such conduét appeared ‘to me moft atrocious ; for,
whether from aﬁ'eéhon, felfithnefs, or pnde, T dlways ﬁrenuouﬂy
fuppotted ‘my relations, if I heard them traduced in their “ab-
fenice<<-and, ‘when I'was not able to juftify t_hexr proceedings, at
leaft ‘fupprefled the converfation.” T'o a man who had uniformly
a@ed fo, were there even no reciprocation of family affection,
mutual juftice demanded different treatment from that I expe-
rienced, ‘which ‘cotild have fprung only from' depravity of heart, -
poverty of intelle&, ‘and the moft abjeét meannefs of {pirit. And
what is remarkable on this, as well as on other occafions, thofe
who had been undér the greateft obligation to my fathcr and my-
felf, were the moft inveterate.

On the death of my father, looking over his papers in the
prefence of the Deputy 'Sheriff of Argyll, and three other Gen-
tlemen, we met with a letter on the fubject from the young Lady’s
- father to mine, refleting in a grofs manner on my charaéter. I
direftly wrote to that Gentleman, explaining the whole affair, and
demanding juftice to be done to my reputation. Upon an ecclaire-
ciffement of the matter, he wrote to me a complete apology, ac-
knowledging that he had aéted on that occafion through mifrepre-
fentation, and had too eafily given credit to ill-founded reports ; and

faying,
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faying, that as the letter in queftion had, by the perufal of the
Deputy Sheriff and other ‘Gentlemen, in fome meafure become 2
matter of public notoriety, he thought it incumbent on him te
make that apology, and to exprefs his fincere regret for any detri-
ment I might have fuftained, by his yielding unguardedly to a fud-
den impulfc of pa‘ﬁi‘én, caufed, as he was then perfe@tly convinced,
by mxfmformtwn.

Thus was my charater at once cleared of a calumny wh;ch
the induftrious villany of a few had contrived to propagate through
every fpot of the earth where T was known. -

This ftory may ferve as an inftructive leflon to you, my Fre<
DERICK, to avoid, in the very firft inftance, any Eonnetion with
women that in the probable courfe of things can'lead td’ pivate
alts ‘of confidence: they are at beft indifcreet---tend, a$ inn this'
café, to makea man a dupe---and never fail to lead t0 feandal ahd
reproach You will a'lfo, from the letter of the Lady’s f"atl'xerJ
found eight'or teni’ years after it was writtén aniong my father’s
papers, fee the impropriety and hazard of committing YOuL
thoughts incautioufly to paper. I have knOWn» it frcquentlv as’in’
this mﬁancc end in‘mortification and :ccrct

] L 1 21 ( (11594

Before quitting entirely ‘the Malabar’ c64fY; Ttook a ‘trip' ta
Surat, which amply repaid me for my tronblé, It furpafies’ am
part of Tndia for éttéht and variety of cotimerce, for popuhiuq
fhreetsand fuburbs, and for a continually moving fcene of opulence.

Ye For



« w2 )

For 4 more minute account of it; I refer you to the Abbé RAy=
N ALy who, though-not gencrally accurate, is {0 elegant, ‘that you
will:be able, : from his ‘déﬁ:riptiolig to-ffqr_-;n a lively conception of
the place,  and its ﬁngular cuftardsvicva of bus oo

Here I was 1ece1ved ina very! friendly: nnalmer by Mr SETON,
And mdeed I may now ‘ence for all declare, that _at.every place
where 1 ﬁop-ped, and every poft I paffed, from my leaving Eng-
land: till my, return, I experienced the moft kind and liberal recep-
tion, and the moft afliduous attention s my wants of every ' kind,
whether of veflels, boats, guards, of Scpoys, letters of introduc-
tion, &c. being fupplied by anticipation, I had {carcely oceafion
to make a requeft, or exprefs a with; nor: was the attention
thewn to the pubhc fe.rvme lefs: than that Whlch was manifefted.
for my private c_qn_vcl_uence. To kindnefs fo. truly confolatory as
¥ then was to me, I never look back without fentiments of uns
bounded gratitude and unfeigned acknowledgment.,

My journeys by land in India after my fhlpwreck indepen-
dent of long voyages by fea, amounted to more: than three thou-
fand miles. After getting back to Madras, my health being ma-
terially injured, Irefolved to return to England : sbut, having feen.
almoft all the Company’s pofleffions, I felt a curiofity to {fee China,
‘and determined to make that my way. To render this route

“more agreeable to _me,.kLord MACARTNEY, in_addition to, his.
“other favours, gave me the following hand{ome letter: of in-
» troduétion

t‘l
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troduction to Mr. Prcov, the Company’s chief Supercargo at
Canton :

% Fort 8t. George, Fuly 28, 1784
“ Sir,
« This letter will be dilivered to you by Captain DonarLp
- CAMP;.ﬁFaLL, of this Eftablithment---a Gentleman who has fig-
“ nalized himfelf on many occafions, but more particularly by
¢« his ability and addrefs in accomplithing ‘the furrender of the
“ fort of Bidanore, at which place he had been long a prifoner.
« His ill ftate of health contrafted there, renders a voyage to
« China, perhaps to Europe, abfolutely 'neceffary. = Should he
% remain any time at your Settlement, T fhall be much obliged
‘«'to'you for any attention and civility thewn' to-him ; and I fhall
% be happy, on any occafion ‘you ‘may afford me, of returfiing
“ your polite attention to an Officer of fo much merit as Captain
« CampBeLL, and of proving how much I am, :
T I? By, wst £ nobi
!« Your moft obedient and foft humble fervant,
: % MACARTNEY.”
“ Tu William Hen'y Pigou, Bfy.

'T'had alfo ‘a letter to Mr. FreEMAN, another Supercargo
there; by whom, as well'as by Mr. Preow, I' was treated with
great politenefs: and Mr. FREEMAN being obliged to leave Canton,
lionise and.
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and go to. Macao, for:the recovery of his ‘hcz}lqh_, invited me to
accompany him there. I availed myfelf of the 0ppqrtunity :
and, as we went all along through the rivers, had an opportunity
of fecing more of the Country than many of the Europeans who
vifit that Cbuntry. With the obfervations which ¥ made in the
courfe, of this excurfion and my refidence at Canton, I would
furnifh yeu, but thal_ﬁ I.@qr{_l-MA\CAﬁTNE Y's Embaffy 18 juﬁ returned
from that Country ; and there is every, reafon to hope that he, or
fome of the Gentlemen who attended him, and who poffefs fupe-
rior - abilities and more .ample materials, will favour the Public
with a much more perfect account than mine could poffibly be.
Whiie I remained at, Canton, a very difagreeable rupture-took
place between the Faé’tory and the Chinefe. An Englith. fhip
lying at, Wampoa, in faluting, fhattered a Chinefe boat; by which
accident, two menin it were much hurt with the fp,hnt;ers, and one
of them died of his wounds foon after.  The matter was clearly
explained to the Mandarins; and they feemed to be fatisfied that
it was merely an accident., A few days after, the Supercargo of
the thip was forcibly feized, and carried into the city: the Council
met, and determined to fend for the Sailors from the fhips; and in
the evening after dark, fifteen or fixteen boats, with fou.r or five
hundred men, attempted, in an 1rreoular mannt;r to come up to
Canton---were fired upon by the Chinefe boats and forts in pafling,
and, ' with a few men, wounded, were compelled to retreat.
Nothing could furpafs the confternation and indegiﬁéu}-ioﬁ the
‘ Council ;
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Council; and after the moft humiliating language, they were
obliged to appeafe the Chinefe, and fettle the affair by giving up
the gunner of the fhip to their refentment.

On the 2gth December, 1784, T embarked in the Ponfborne
Eaft-Indiaman, Captain HaMmET, in which I had come from
Madras to ‘China; and, after a tolerable voyage of five months
and two days, got on board a fithing-boat oft Falmouth, and was
put on fhore there, having been exaély four years and five days
from England.

Such was my impatience to fee you, that I wrote from
Falmouth for you to meet me at Bath. We arrived there the
fame day ; and never in my life did I experience fuch tranfport as in
firft prefling you to my bofom : I found you all that my heart could
wifh ; and T muft, in juftice to my opinion, aver, that not one
altion of yeur life has tended fince to give me a moment’s pain : on
the contrary, Ihave every reafon to be fatisfied that my fanguine
hopes of you will be realized. The turn of your thoughts and
actions have been vigilantly watched and clofely examined by me;
and from your affe@tion to myfelf and your mother, your gentle
deportment to my domeftics, your franknefs and candour with
your brother and {chool-fellows---even from- your foridnefs for your
favourite dog Pompey, and frequent filent contemplations of the
etchings of his countenance, I have drawn the moft pleafing
prefages of purity and innocence of hea‘rrt,r {weetnefs of temper,
and refined honour and generofity, If 'litlpleaf_es Gop to fpare

your
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your life, and {trengthen your conftitution, I thall {till be the hap-
pieft of men; notwithftanding the inroad made wpon my feelings
by the hardfhips and afflictions I bad undergone, of which many
arofe from unavoidable accident, and fome from malignant and
unnatural perfecution, arifing from bafe envy, diflated by -cow-
ardly revenge. I do not with you to know:who the wretches are ;
I only with you to know that fuch-deteftable paffions do exift in
human nature---that, warned by their wickednefs to me, you
may, in your progrefs through life, be cautious, temperate and
guasded. '.

- Anothet thing T am anxious to_imprefs upon the mind, parti-
cularly, of your brother Joun, isthe danger of a warm, impctu;
ous temper. Many of the hazards and difficulties of 1f1y- life arofe
from the predominance of a fiery fpirit, and an ungovernable,
miftaken -ambition. A fingle inftance will fcnc to thew it.
When I was under the command of Ca_ptam, aftcrwards General
MA'I‘HEWS, in his regiment of Cavalry, bcuw cantoned at a
place called. TucLolam, in the nexghboul hood of extenfive woods,
information was bmufrht us that wild bulls infefted the ne;orhbour-
ing villages, and had killed fome people : we Pxepared to cuter
the wood, and deﬁroy, if poflible, thofe feroc:10u§ animals, whlch
had become the terror and deftruétion of the contiguous country.
_Thc origin of thofe wnld herds was this---From _time immemo-
rial, a religious cuﬁom had prevaxled among the Pacran inhabi-
Lmts, of oﬂ"ermg a calf to thc wcod upon the accomph{hrnent of

. .l
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any favourite purpofe, fuch as the fafe delivery of his wife, or the
obtaining an employment, &c. In procefs of time, thofe calves
bred, and became numerous and incredibly fierce. Independent
of protecting the defencelefs natives, it wasin it{elf a moft inter-
efting kind of hunting. The mode of doing 1t was this---A large
party, well mounted, galloping in a body up to a great flock, and
marking out the fierceft champion of the whole, attacked him
with fwords and piftols. One day, a bull which was wounded,
and thereby rendered more fierce, though not lefs vigorous, got
pofted in fome thick buthes, in fuch a manner as to be approached
only in front: a whim of themoft extravagant kind came into my
head, fuggefted by vain-glory and youthful fire---I thought it un-
generous for fo many to attack him at once ; and, wifhing to have
the credit of fubduing him, I difimounted from my horfe, and at-
tacked him with a pike: I {oon, however, had caufe to repent
this rath and unwarrantable ftep ; ‘it had nearly been fatal to me---
for the bull foon threw the pike into the air, and, had it not been
for the very gallant exertions of my Brother Officers, who rode
in upon him, and refcued me at the moment that the brute’s
horns had touched my coat,”I muft have been killed: An Indian
Officer, who was inmy troop, particularly diftinguifhed himfelf,
at the imminent hazard of his life, the bull having toffed his horfe
and himfelf to a diftance from his horns. At this time I was
but eighteen years of age, and had not the judgment to reflect, that
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if I had been killed, my fate would be attended with  enly
PitY or fcorn for my folly ; whereas, had I fucceeded, the whole
reward of my danger would have been the ufelefs applaufe of
fome youngfters, idle and inconfiderate as myfelf--~while my
rathnefs would have been reprobated by every man whofe good
opinion was worth enjoying. One or two people who were pre-
{ent at the time, are now living in great repute in England. = We
fucceeded, however, in driving thofe wild cattle into the interior
recefles of the wood, dividing the fleth of thofe we killed among
fuch of the poor Sepoys as would eat it, and thereby rendered ef-
fential fervice to the contiguous villages.

Often when I have heard, in coffee-houfes and play-houfes,
fome of our fporting {parks boafting of their prowefs over a timid
hare or a feeble fox, I could not help recolleéting with refpect the
hunters of India, who chafe the deftructive monfters of ‘the
foreft---the boar, the tyger, the hyena, the bull, or the buffalo;
and, while they fleel the nerves, animate the courage, and, by
habitual deeds of pith, fit themfelves for war, render effential
fervice to their fellow-creatures, and fave the lives and property
of thoufands. Such greatnefs of {pirit, under the controul of
good fenfe, and the direction of prudence, muft render a man
refpectable---but, if not managed with difcretion, leaves a man
no other praife than that of a magnanimous madman. = Take
cvery opportunity, my dear FREDERICK, of ineulcating thefe
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precepts in the mind of your brother : the natural warmth of his
temper often makes me fearful of the mifchievous confequences
which 1 have myfelf too often experienced---though, I thank
Gonp, it never ftimulated me to revenge, or to a premeditate in-

tention of injuring any one. o | |
I have already faid more than once, that I havea moft perfect
convition your amiable difpofition will enfure to you the love of
Mankind ; but it will at the {fame time fubjeét you to many impo-
fitions---to guard again{t which, a great fhare of fternnefs is fome-
times neceffary : there is, befides, a certain degree of fortitude
abfolutely requifite to "give luftre to a gentle difpofition;. without
it, meeknefs is thought timidity---modefty, weaknefs---and the
charming mildnefs of the forgiving heart, abufed as the pitiful re-
fource of abject apprehenfion and a mean fpirit. There are times,
therefore, when the wickednefs of men, and the cuftoms of the
 world, make it neceffary to lay afide the lamb, and affume the
lion. Evrore at this moment prefents an awful and alarming
crifis. In a neighbouring Country, the conduét of the higher
claffes of fociety has produced a dreadful convulfion : focial order
has been fubverted, and the ftability of property annihilated : all
reafoning from the hiftory of former times is found inapplicable to
the Prefcnt: the {yftem of warfare itfelf has undergolne a revolu-
‘tion ; and no man is able to fay from pofitive inference, ¢ Thus
will it be to-morrow,” Our infular fituation, thank Gop! pro-
Z 2 tects
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teds us: and the precarious footing upon which civil order and
property ftand in moft Countries on the Continent, make our
ftate - in England enviable.  The time is neverthelefs pregnant
with-extraordinary event ; and you are now approaching that age
at which men fhould be ready to act at the call of their Country.
It is therefore fitting for you to make fuch things the fubjeét of
frequent 'contemplation---to habituate your mind to the meeting
of danger, o as to be ready, at a moment’s warning, to lay down
your life, if neceflary, for the good of your Country; for, after
all, my Freperick, what avails it whether we die in this way
or in that?-cto die with honour and a good confcience, isall. ' Liet
prejudice be laid afide---and who, poffeffed of common fenfe,
could hefitate 2 moment to prefer death in the field, to death with
the loathfome aggravation of ficknefs, the crocodile tears of ‘pre-
tended friends, and the painful emotions and lamc‘ntatlons of

thofe who really love us? 'I

Fmally, I muft obferve, that at the time 1 left India, the
affairs of the Britith Nation wore fo very lowering ah afpeét, all
perfons acquainted with our cdnéérns there, allowed nothing bt a
long feries of wife meafures, with the beft efficient fervants to
exccute them, could refcue the Company from ruin.’ ‘T am
happy in being able now to ftaté, without the poflibility of con-
tradi¢tion, that the clouds which ménaced us in that quarter have
fince been gradually diffipating beneath the meéfures of the BoArD
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of ConTrOUL, under the diretion of Mr. DuNDAs ; and are at
laft entirely difperfed by the glorious adminiftration of Lord
CorNnwaLLIs, whofe wifdom in the Cabinet tended no lefs to
the fecurity, than his military talents, juflice and moderatidn, to
the honour, of GREAT BritTain in the Eaft. The choice of
fuch a perfon for the Government of India, refleéts credit on Hrs
Majesty’s Councils,” and evinces that the paternal care and
folicitude of our amiable SoveEREIGN extend to the moft remote
part of the Empire.

END OF PART I1iI.






