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P R E F A C E . 

TH E S E c e l e b r a t e d T r a v e l s , w h i c h w e r e p e r 

f o r m e d i n the y e a r s 1 7 6 8 , 1 7 6 9 , 1 7 7 0 , 1 7 7 1 , 

1 7 7 2 , a n d 1 7 7 3 , a b o u n d w i t h e v e n t s fo w o n d e r f u l 

a n d e x t r a o r d i n a r y , that w e r e n o t the c h a r a c t e r o f 

M r . B r u c e i n d i f p u t a b l y e f t a b l i f h e d , a c o m m o n r e a d e r 

w o u l d be i n d u c e d to l o o k u p o n this w o r k as the f a b r i 

c a t i o n o f a r o m a n t i c b r a i n . W h e r e v e r w e a t t e n d M r . 

B r u c e t h r o u g h travels a c c o m p l i f h e d w i t h f u c h a f t o n i f h -

i n g p e r f e v e r a n c e a n d i n t r e p i d i t y , w h e t h e r w e f o l 

l o w h i m t h r o u g h b a r r e n a n d b u r n i n g f a n d y deferts , 

o r v i e w h i t n f u r r o u n d e d by tr ibes o f t r e a c h e r o u s a n d 

b l o o d - t h i r f t y ravages, i n e v e r y f i t u a t i o n , the p r o t c c l . 

i n g h a n d o f that o v e r - r u l i n g P o w e r w h o f e p a r t i c u l a r 

p r o v i d e n c e f o m e fcept ics h a v e b e e n h a r d y e n o u g h 

t o d i f p u t e , appears e m i n e n t l y f l r i k i n g a n d a p 

p a r e n t . 

T h e f c i e n c e o f G e o g r a p h y has r e c e i v e d m a t e 

r i a l i m p r o v e m e n t s f r o m the D i f c o v e r i e s o f M r , 

B r u c e : the l a t i t u d e a n d l o n g i t u d e , the c u f l o m s a n d 

m a n n e r s , l a w s a n d c o m m e r c e , o f m a n y n a t i o n s , 

u n v i f i t e d b e f o r e b y a n y E u r o p e a n , are h e r e b r o u g h t 

f o r t h to the infpe£t ion o f the c u r i o u s . 

Notwithstanding the u t i l i t y a n d p l e a f u r e that m a y 

be d e r i v e d f r o m M r . B r u c e ' s T r a v e l s , y e t that w o r k 

o c c u p y i n g f ive l a r g e v o l u m e s i n q u a r t o , a n d b e i n g 

t o l d t o r f ive g u i n e a s , b u t f e w i n d i v i d u a l s c a n a f f o r d 

a a t o 



iv P R E F A C E . 

t o p u r c h a f e i t . I n o r d e r , there fore , that the g e n e 

r a l i t y of readers m i g h t n o t be d e b a r r e d f r o m the 

p e r u f a l o f a w o r k f r a u g h t w i t h fo m u c h e n L e r t a i n -

n g a n d i n t e r e f t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n , I h a v e been i n d u c e d 

to w r i t e the f o l l o w i n g N a r r a t i v e , e x t r f l e d f r o m 

thofe celebrated t rave ls ; a n d I f latter m y f e l f , that o n 

a fa ir a n d c a n d i d p e r u f a l , I ( h a l l appear to h a v e 

b r o u g h t i n t o the c o m p a f s o f a f ing le v o l u m e e v e r y 

t h i n g w o r t h y the reader's a t t e n t i o n that is to be mat 
w i t h ID the o r i g i n a l w o r k . 

s . s . 

C O N T E N T S , 
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B O O K I. 
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t a i n s — A r r i v e s at C o f l e i r on the R e d S e a — V o y 
age to l i b b e l ' G u m r u l — R e t u r n s to C o f l e i r — S a i l s 
f r o m C o f l e i r — J a f f a t e e n I l b n d s — A r r i v e s at T o r 
— P a n e s the K l a n i t i c G u l f — S e e s R a d d u a — A r 
rives at Y a m b o — A r r i v e s at J i d d a P o l y g a m y 

Sails f r o m K o n f s d a h — R a s H e l i , B o u n d a r y 
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O F the I n d i a n and A r a b i a n T r a d e i n the i r ear-
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F A C I L I D A S , his D e a t h a n d C h a r a c t e r — H a n n e s I . 
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rrocceds to M a r f e i U e s ~ - - - $ \ J 





I N T R O D U C T I O N . 

T H E d i f c o v c r y o f the Source o f the N i l e was a 
fubject o f frequent c o n v e r f a t i o n between M r . B r u c e 

a n d h i s f r i e n d s ; but i t was a l w a y s m e n t i o n e d to h i m 
w i t h a k i n d o f diff idence, as i f to be expected f r o m a 
m o r e experienced travel ler . W h e t h e r this was b u t 
another w a y o f e x c i t i n g h i m to the at tempt, he does not 
prefume to f a y ; but h is heart i n that inftant d i d h i m 
the j u f t i c e to fugged, that t h i s , t o o , was either to be 
atchieved b y h i m , o r to r e m a i n , as i t h a d done f o r thefe 
laft two thoufand years, a defiance to a l l travel lers , a n d 
an o p p r o b r i u m to geography. 

F o r t u n e feemed apparent ly to favour this fcheme. 
F o r at the v e r y inftant, M r . A f p i n w a l l , v e r y c r u e l l y a n d 
i g n o m i n i o u f l y treated b y the D e y o f A l g i e r s , had re f ign-
ed his c o n f u l i h i p , and M r . F o r d , a merchant , f o r m e r l y 
the D e y ' s acquaintance, was named in. his. place. M r . 
F o r d was a p p o i n t e d , and d y i n g a few days after , the 
confu l fh ip became vacant. L o r d H a l i f a x prefled M r . 
B r u c e to accept o f this , as c o n t a i n i n g a l l fort o f c o n v e 
n i e n c e s f o r m a k i n g f h e p r o p o f e d e x p e d i t i o n . 

H e had a l l h is l i fe appl ied unwear iedly to d r a w i n g , 
the practice o f mathematics , and efpecial ly that p a r t 
neceffary to aftronomy. T h e tranfit o f V e n u s was at 
h a n d . It was c e r t a i n l y k n o w n that i t w o u l d be v i f i b l e 
once at A l g i e r s , a n d there was great reafon to expect i t 
m i g h t be t w i c e . H e furnifhed h i m f e l f w i t h a large a p 
paratus o f inftruments , the completeft o f their k i n d f o r 
the obfervat ion. It wasapleafure to M r . E r u c e to k n o w , 
that i t was not f rom a f o l i t a r y defart , b u t f r o m his o w n 
houfe at A l g i e r s , he c o u l d del iberate ly take meafures 
t o place h i m f e l f i n the lift o f men o f fcience o f a l l n a -

B t i o n s , 



t i o n s , w h o were then p r e p a r i n g for the fame fcientif ic 
purpofe. 

T h u s prepared, he fet out for I ta ly , through France ; 
and on his a r r i v a l at R o m e , he received orders to p r o 
ceed to N a p l e s , there to w a i t h i s Majetty 's further 
commands. H a v i n g flopped a fhort t i m e there, he re
ceived orders to proceed to take polTeffion o f his c o n f u l -
f h i p . H e returned without lofs o f t ime to R o m e , and 
thence to L e g h o r n , where, h a v i n g embarked on board 
the M o n t r e a l man o f war , he arr ived at Alg iers . 

W h i l e he was p r o v i d i n g h i m f e l f w i t h inilruments at 
L o n d o n , he thought o f one, w h i c h , though i n a very 
f m a l l form and imperfect ftate, had been o f great en
t e r t a i n m e n t and uie to h i m i n former t rave ls ; this is 
c a l l e d a Camera O b f c u r a , the idea o f w h i c h he had firft 
taken f r o m the Spectacle de la N a t u r e o f the A b b e 
V e r t o t . Rut the prtfent one was conflructed upon his 
o w n pr inciples . Its b o d y was an hexagon of fix-feet d i a 
meter, w i t h a c o n i c a l t o p ; in t h i s , as in a fummer-
houfe , the draughtfman fat unfecn, and performed his 
d r a w i n g . 

A f t e r M r . Bruce had fpent a year at A l g i e r s , conflant 
converfat ion w i t h the natives whi l f t abroad, and w i t h 
his manufcr ipts w i t h i n doors, had qualified h i m to ap
pear i n any part o f the continent w i t h o u t the he lp o f an 
interpreter. 

Buiinefs o f a pr ivate nature h a v i n g at this t ime o b l i 
ged M r . Bruce to take a voyage to M a b o n , he failed 
f r o m A l g i e r s , after h a v i n g taken leave o f the D e y , w h o 
f u r m i h e d h i m w i t h the neceflary pafsports, and alfo 
gave h i m recommendatory letter* to the Key o f T u n ^ s 
and T r i p o l i . B e i n g difappainted i n his views at M a -
h o n , he failed i n a fmal l vcifel f r o m that p o r t , a n d , hav
i n g a fair w i n d , i n a fhort l ime made the coaft o f A f r i 
c a , and landed at B o n a , a confiderable t o w n . It ftands 
o n a large p l a i n , part o f w h i c h fecms to have been once 
overf lowed by the fea. Its trade eonnfls n o w i n the ex
p o r t a t i o n o f wheat, when-, i n p l e n t i f u l years, that 
trade is permitted b y the government o f A l g i e r s . 1 he 
iftand is famous for a coral fifhery, and a l o n g the coaft 
are-immenlc forefls o f large beaut i fu l oaks, more than 
fufficient to fupply the necefhtics o f a l l the m a r i t i m e 
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powers in the L e v a n t , i f the q u a l i t y o f the w o o d be b u t 
equal to the fize and beauty o f the tree. 

A f t e r a favourable voyage, he arr ived at T u n i s , w h i c h 
is a large and l l o u r i f h i n g c i t y . T h e people are m o r e c i 
v i l i z e d than i n A l g i e r s , a n d the government m i l d e r , 
b u t the c l i m a t e is very far f r o m b e i n g fo g o o d . T u n i s 
is l o w , hot. a n d d a m p , a n d deftitute o f g o o d w a t e r , 
w i t h w h i c h A l g i e r s is Supplied f r o m a thoufand f p r i n g s . 

H a v i n g d e l i v e r e d his letters f r o m the B e y , and o b 
ta ined permiff ion to v i l i t the country i n whatever d i r e c 
t i o n he fiiould pleafe, he fet out on his i n l a n d j o u r n e y 
t h r o u g h the k ingdoms o f A l g i e r s and T u n i s . H e f o u n d 
at D u g g a a large fcene o f r u i n s , a m o n g w h i c h o n e 
b u i l d i n g was eafi ly d i i t i n g u i f h a b l e . I t was a large 
temple o f the C o r i n t h i a n order , a l l o f P a r i a n m a r b l e , 
the c o l u m n s fluted, the cornice h i g h l y ornamented i n 
the very beft Style o f fculpture. I n the t y m p a n u m is a n 
eagle flying to heaven, w i t h a h u m a n figure u p o n h i s 
b a c k , w h i c h , b y the m a n y infcr ipt ions that are f r i l l re
m a i n i n g , feems to be intended for that o f T r a j a n , a n d 
the 'apotheofis o f that emperor to be the fubjeft , the 
ten%ple h a v i n g been erected b y A d r i a n to that p r i n c e , 
his benefactor and predeceflbr. r 

F r o m D u g g n he c o n t i n u e d the upper road to KefF, 
t h r o u g h the pleafant plains i n h a b i t e d by the W e l l e d Y a -
g o u b c . H e then proceeded to H y d r a , a f r o n t i e r place 
between the t w o k i n g d o m s o f A l g i e r s and T u n i s , as 
K e r f is a l fo . I t is i n h a b i t e d b y a tr ibe o f A r a b s , w h o f e 
c h i e f is a marabout , or f a i n t ; thefe A r a b s are i m m e n f e -
l y r i c h , p a y i n g no tr ibute either to T u n i s or A l g i e r s . 
T t i e pretence for this e x e m p t i o n is a very l i n g u l a r one. 
B y the i n s t i t u t i o n o f their founder, they are o b l i g e d t o 
l i v e u p o n l ions flefh f o r their d a i l y food , as far as they 
can procure i t ; w i t h this they Strictly c o m p l y , a n d , i n 
consideration o f the u t i l i t y o f this their v o w , they are 
not t a x e d , l i k e the other A r a b s , w i t h payments to the 
ftate- T h e confequence o f this l i fe i s , that they a r c ex
cel lent and w e l l - a r m e d h o r f e m c n , exceedingly b o l d a n d 
u n d a u n t e d hunters . I t is general ly i m a g i n e d , i n d e e d , 
that thefe confederations, and that o f their f i tuat ion o n 
the f r o n t i e r , have as m u c h inf luence i n p r o c u r i n g them 
e x e m p t i o n f r o m taxes, as the u t i l i t y o f their v o w , 
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F r o m F l y d r a he paffed to the ancient T i p a f a , another 
R o m a n c o l o n y , g o i n g by the Tame name to this d a y . 
H e r e is a more extenfive fcene o f ru ins . T h e r e is a 
large temple, and a four-faced t r i u m p h a l arch o f the C o 
r i n t h i a n order , i n the very belt ta f te ; both o f w h i c h are 
n o w i n the collection o f the k i n g . 

F r o m hence he cont inued his j o u r n e y i n a f l r a i g h t l i n e 
nearly S. E . and arr ived at M e d r a f h e m , a fwperb p i le o f 
b u i l d i n g , the fepulchre o f S y p h a x , and the other k i n g s 
of" N u m i d i a , a n d where, as the A r a b s bel ieve , were a l i o 
depofited the treafures o f thofe k i n g s . A d v a n c i n g ftiII 
to the S. E . through broken g r o u n d a n d fome very bar
ren val l ies , w h i c h produced n o t h i n g but game, he came 
to J i b b e l A u r e z , the A u r a f i u s M o n s o f the m i d d l e age. 
T h i s is not one m o u n t a i n , but an affcmblage o f many o f 
the moft craggy Sleeps i n A f r i c a . 

H a v i n g proceeded to the north-earl as far as T u b e r -
fokc, he returned to D.ugga, and from thence to T u n i s . 
H i s next j o u r n e y through T u n i s , was by Z o w . a n , a h i g h 
m o u n t a i n , where is a large,aqueduct w h i c h f o r m e r l y c a r 
r ied its water to Carthage. 

H a v i n g cont inued his j o u r n e y a l o n g the coaft to Sufa , 
t h r o u g h a fine country planted w i t h o l i v e trees, he came 
again to T u n i s , not only w i t h o u t difagreeable accident, 
but w i t h o u t any interrupt ion f r o m ficknefs or other 
caufe. H e then took leave o f the B e y , a n d , w i t h the 
acknowledgments ufual on fuch occafions, again fet 
out f r o m T u n i s , on a very ferious journey i n d e e d , over 
the defert to T r i p o l i , the firft part o f w h i c h was to Gabs^ 
and from thence to the i f land o f G c r b a . 

A b o u t f o u r days journey f r o m T r i p o l i , M r . Bruce m e t 
the E m i r H a d j e conduct ing the caravan o f P i l g r i m s f r o m 
F e z and Sus i n M o r o c c o , a l l acrofs A f r i c a to M e c c a , 
that is , f r o m the Weftern O c e a n , to the weftern banks o f 
the R e d Sea i n the K i n g d o m o f Sanaar. H e was a m i d 
dle-aged man, uncle to the prefent e m p e r o r , o f a v e r y 
u n c o m e l y , ftupid k i n d o f countenance. H i s caravan 
confifted o f about 3 0 0 0 m e n , a n d , as his .people f a i d , 
f r o m . r 2 , 0 0 0 to 14 ,000 camels, part loaded w i t h m e r -
chandife , part w i t h fkin? o f water , flour and other k i n d s 
o f food,; they were a fcurvy , d i f o r d e r l y , u n a r m e d p a c k , 
a n d when pur traveller 's h o r f c m e n , though but fifteen i n 
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number, came up w i t h them i n the grey o f the m o r n i n g , 
they Shewed great Signs o f t r e p i d a t i o n , a n d were a l ready 
flying i n confuf ion. W h e n i n f o r m e d w h o they w e r e , 
t h e i r fears ceafed, a n d , after the ufual m a n n e r o f c o w 
ards, they became extremely info lent . 

B e i n g arr ived at T r i p o l i , he fent a n E n g l i f l i fervant 
f r o m thence t o S m y r n a w i t h his b o o k s , d r a w i n g s , a n d 
f u p c r n u m e r a r y inftruments, r e t a i n i n g o n l y extracts f r o m 
f u c h authors as m i g h t be ncceflary for h i m i n the Penta-
p o l i s , or other parts o f the C y r e n a i c u m . H e then crof-
fed the G u l f o f S y d r a , f o r m e r l y k n o w n b y the n.une o f 
the Syrt i3 M a j o r , and a r r i v e d ' a t Bengas i , the ancient 
Berenice , b u i l t by P t o l e m y P h i l a d e l p h u s . 

T h e b r o t h e r o f the B e y o f T r i p o l i , w h o c o m m a n d e d 
here, was a y o u n g m a n , as w e a k i n understanding as he 
was i n h e a l t h . A l l the p r o v i n c e was i n extreme confVa-
f i o n . T w o tribes o f A r a b s o c c u p y i n g the t e r r i t o r y to 
the weft o f the t o w n , w h o i n o r d i n a r y years, and i n t ime 
o f peace, were the fources o f its wealth and p l e n t y , h a d , 
b y the mifmanagement o f the B e y , entered into a v io lent 
q u a r r e l . T h e t r ibe that l i v e d moft to the weShvard, a n d 
w h i c h was r e p u t e d the w e a k e f t , had beat the moft n u 
merous that was heareft the t o w n , and d r i v e n them w i t b > 
i n i t s w a l l s . T h e inhabitants o f Bengazi had for a year 
before been l a b o u r i n g under a fevcrc famine, a n d b y this 
accident about four thoufand perfons, o f a l l ages a n d 
fexes, were forced i n u p o n t h e m , when perfectly def t i -
tute o f every neceffary. T e n o r twelve people were 
f o u n d dead every n ight i n the Streets, a n d life was f a i d i n 
m a n y to be f u p p o r t c d b y f o o d that h u m a n nature Shud
ders at the thoughts of . Impat ient to fly f rom thefe 
fcenes, M r . B r u c e preva i led o n the Bey to fend h i m out 
fome diftance to t h e f o u t h w a r d , a m o n g the A r a b s , where 
famine d i d not rage w i t h fuch violence. 

H e eneompaffed a great part o f the P e n t a p o l i s , v i f i ted 
the ruins o f A r f i n o e , and received neither in f i i l t n o r i n 
j u r y . F i n d i n g n o t h i n g at A r f i n o e nor B a r c a , he c o n t i 
n u e d his journev to R a s S e m , the petrified c i t y , c o n c e r n 
i n g w h i c h fo m a n y r i d i c u l o u s tales were t o l d by the T r i -
p o l i n e ambaf lador , Caf lem A g a , at the b e g i n n i n g o f th is 
c e n t u r y , and a l l be l ieved i n E n g l a n d , t h o u g h they c a r r i 
e d ful lehood u p o n the v e r y face o f them. 
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N o w approaching the fea coaft, he came to Ftofamota, 
where he met a Greek j u n k b e l o n g i n g to L a m p e d o f a , a 
l i t t l e ifland near C r e t e , w h i c h had been u n l o a d i n g c o r n , 
and was n o w ready to t a i l . A t the fame t ime the A r a b s 
o f Ptolomcta told h i m , that the W e l l e d A l i , " a powerful 
tr ibe that occupy the whole c o u n t r y between that place 
«md A l e x a n d r i a , were at w a r among themfeives, and had 
plundered the caravan o f M o r o c c o , and that the p i l g r i m s 
compet ing it had moft ly perifhed, h a v i n g been Scattered 
i n the ddfert without w a t e r ; that a great famine h a d 
been at D e r n a , the n e i g h b o u r i n g t o w n , to w h i c h M r . 
Bruce intended to g o ; that a plague had f o l l o w e d , and 
the t o w n , w h i c h is d i v i d e d into upper and l o w e r , was 
engaged in a c i v i l war. T h i s torrent o f i l l news was i r -
refrftible, and was o f a k i n d he d i d not propofe to d r a g 
gle w i t h ; helicies, there w.a* n o d i i n g , as far as he k n e w , 
that merited the r i fk . H e refolved, therefore, to fly 
f r o m this inhofpitable coaft, and fave to the p u b l i c , at 
l e a d , that knowledge and entertainment he had acquired 
for them. 

H e embarked on board the G r e e k velTel, very ill ac-
ccutered, as he afterwards f o u n d , a n d , though i t had 
plenty o f f a i l , i t had not an ounce o f b a l l a d . A number 
o f people, m e n , w o m e n and c h i l d r e n , f ly ing f r o m the c a 
lamities w h i c h attend famine, crowded i n u n k n o w n to 
h i m ; but the paiiage was fhort, the veffel l i g h t , and the 
jnafter, as was fuppofed, w e l l accuftomed to thofe feas. 
T h e contrary o f this , h o w e v e r , was the t r u t h , as he 
learned afterwards, when too late, f o r he was an abfo-
lute landfman ; p r o p r i e t o r indeed o f the veffel, but this 
had been his firft voyage. T h e y fai led at d a w n o f day 
In very favourable and pleafant weather.. I t was the he-
g i n n i n g o f September, and a l ight and ftcady breeze, 
though not properly f a i r , p r o m i f e d a fhort and agreeable 
voyage; but i t was not l o n g before it turned frefh arid 
c o l d ; a v io lent f n o w e r o f h a i l came o n , a n d the c l o u d s 
were gathering as i f f o r thunder. M r . B r u c e ohferved 
that they gained no of f ing, and h o p e d , i f the weather 
turned b a d , to pcrfuade the captain to p u t into K e n g a z i , 
for one inconvenience he prefently d i fcovered . that they 
had not p r o v i d e n on board for one day. 
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T h e w i n d , however , became c o n t r a r y , and b l e w a 
v io lent ftorm. T h e veffel b e i n g i n h e r t r i m w i t h large 
l a t i n e fa i l s , f e l l v i o l e n t l y to leeward, and they fcarce 
had weathered the cape that makes the entrance i n t o 
the harbour o f B e n g r / . i , w h i c h is a very b a d o n e , 
w h e n al l at once it i t ruck upon a f u n k e n r o c k , a n d feem-
ed to be fet d o w n upon i t . T h e w i n d at that in f tant 
feemed p r o v i d e n t i a l l y to c a l m ; but o u r traveller no 
fooner observed ihe fh ip had ft ruck, than he began to 
t h i n k o f his o w n f t u a ' . i o n . T h e y were not far f r o m 
fhore , but there was an exceeding great fwel l at fesl. 
T w o boats were fti 11.towed af tcrn of them, and had not 
been hoifted i n . R o g e r M ' C o r m a c k , M r . B r u c e s I r i fh 
' f crvanr , had been a fa i lor on board the M o n a r c h before 
he deferted to the Spanifh fervice. H e a n d the other , 
w h o bad l ikewi fe been a f a i l o r , prefently unlafhed the 
largef l boat, a n d a l l three got d o w n into her, f o l l o w e d 
b y a m u l t i t u d e of people w h o m they c o u l d not h i n d e r , 
a n d there was , indeed, f o m e t h i n g that bordered o n 
c r u e l t y , i n prevent ing poor people f r o m u f i n g the fame 
means that they had done f o r p r e f e r r i n g their l i v e s . 
T h e moft that c o u l d be done was, to get loofe f r o m the 
fhip as l o o n as poffible, a n d t w o oars were prepared t o 
r o w the b o a t afhore. O u r t rave l ler had {tripped h i m 
f e l f to a fhort under-wui i txoat and l i n e n d r a w e r s ; a f i l k 
f*ifh, or g i r d l e , was w r a p t r o u n d h i m ; a p e n c i l , f m a l l 
pocket b o o k , a n d w a t c h , were i n the bread-pocket o f 
his waii'lco.it ;. t w o M o o r i l h and t w o E n g l i f h Servants 
f o l l o w e d h'.m ; the reft m o r e wife r e m a i n e d on b o a r d . 

T h e y were n o t t w i c e the length o f the boat f r o m the 
veflel , before a wave very nearly f i l led the boat. A h o w l 
o f defpair f r o m thofe that w e r e i n her fhe wed t h e i r 
helplefs ftate, and that they were confeious o f a danger 
they c o u l d not ( h i m . M r . Bruce favv the fate o f a l l was 
to be d e c i d e d b y ' t h e very next w a v e that was r o l l i n g 
i n ; and apprehenfive that fome w o m a n , c h i l d , o r help
lefs man w o u l d la}' h o l d o f h i m , a n d entangle h i s arn.s 
o r legs, and w e i g h h i m . d o w n , he c r i e d to his fervants, 
b o t h i n A r a b i c a n d K n g l i f h , . " W e are a l l loft ; i f y o u 
c a n f w i m , fol low, me ; " he then let h i m f e l f d o w n i n ' t h e 
face o f the wave. W h e t h e r that, o r the n e x t , f i l led the 
boat,, he k n o w s not , as he went to leeward to m a k e his 

cLiftance 



di i tancc as great as poflible. H e was a g o o d , Strong, and 
p r a d i f e d f w i m m e r , i n the flower o f l i f e , f u l l o f h e a l t h , 
trained to e x c r c i f e a n d fatigue o f every k i n d . A l l th is , 
however, w h i c h might have availed m u c h i n deep neater, 
was not Sufficient when he came to the furf. ' H e re
ce ived a v io lent b l o w upon his breaft f r o m the eddy 
wave and reflux, w h i c h feemed as g i v e n h i m by a latge 
branch o f a tree, thick c o r d , or fome elaftic w e a p o n . 
I t threw h i m upon his hack, made him f w a l l o w a con-
fiderable quant i ty o f water, a n d had then almoft fuSfo-
calcd h i m . 

O u r traveller avoided the next wa^c, b y d i p p i n g his 
head, and let t ing it pafs over , but found h i m f e l f h iearh-
lefs ,exceedingly weary and exhaufted. 'J he l a n d , h o w * 
ever, was before h i m , and clofc at h a n d . A large wa\e 
floated h i m u p . H e had the p r o f p e d o f efcape fti'd 
nearer, and endeavoured to prevent h i m f e l f f rom g o i n g 
back into the f in f. H i s heart was Strong, but Strength 
was apparently f a i l i n g , by b e i n g i n v o l u n t a r y twi l led 
about, and Struck on the face and breaft b y the violence 
o f the ebbing wave : i t now fecraed as i f n o t h i n g re
mained but to g ive up the d r u g g i e , and rcf ign to his 
deftiny. Before he d i d "this, Tie funk to found i f he 
could touch the g r o u n d , and found that he reached this 
fand w i t h his feet, t h o u g h the water was ft i l l rather 
deeper than his m o u t h . T h e fuccefs o f this experiment 
infufed into h i m the l trength o f ten m e n , and he f i r o v c 
m a n f u l l y , t a k i n g advantage of floating o n l y w i t h the 
inf lux of ' the wax c, and pre ferv ing his Strength for the 
{trugg'e againfl. the ebb, w h i c h , b y finking and t o u c h i n g 
the g r o u n d , he BOW m u l e n r re eafy. A t la ft, f i n d i n g 
his hands and knees upon the fands, he fixed his nails 
i n t o i t , and obftinately refifted b e i n g carr ied back at a ' i , 1 

c r a w l i n g a few feet when the fea had ret ired. H e had 
p c i f c c l l y loft his recol lect ion and understanding, and 
after creeping fo far as to be out o f the reach o f the fea, 
he fuppofes he fa inted, for f r o m that t ime he was t o t a l l y 
infehfible o f every f u r r o u n d i n g object. 

I n this c r i t i c a l Situation, the A r a b s , w h o l ive t w o 
fhort miles from the Shore, came d o w n in c r o w d s to 
p l u n d e r the vcflel . One o f the boats was t h r o w n afhore, 
there was one yet w i t h the w r e c k , w h i c h fcarcely ap
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peared w i t h i t s gunnel above water , a n d every m o m e n t 
feemed ready to f i n k . A l l the people w e r e n o w t a k e n 
on i h o r e , a n d thofe o n l y l o l l w h o perifhed i n the b o a t . 
W h a t firft w a k e n e d M r . B r u c e f r o m this femblance o f 
d e a t h , was a b l o w w i t h the butt-end o f a lance , f h o d 
w i t h i r o n , u p o n the j u n c t u r e o f the neck w i t h the b a c k 
bone. T h i s p r o d u c e d a v io lent fenfat ion o f pain ; b u t 
i t was a mere accident the b l o w was not w i t h the p o i n t , 
f o r the f m a l l , hhort waif tcoat , w h i c h h a d been made a t 
A l g i e r s , the falh a n d d r a w e r s , a l l i n the T u r k i f h f a f h i o n , 
made the A r a b s believe that he was a T u r k ; a n d after 
m a n y b l o w s , k i c k s , a n d curfes, they ftript h i m o f the 
l i t t l e c l o a t h i n g he h a d , a n d left h i m naked. T h e y ufed 
the reft i n the fame m a n n e r , a n d t h e n w e n t to. their boats 
to look for the d r o w n e d bodies. 

A f t e r h a v i n g received this d i f c i p l i n e , he h a d ' w a l k e d : , 
o r c r a w l e d up a m o n g fome w h i t e , l a n d y h i l l o c k s , where 
he fat d o w n and concealed h i m f e l f as m u c h as poffibte. 
T h e weather was then w a r m , but the evening p r o m i f e d 
t o be c o o l e r , a n d i t was faft d r a w i n g OH ; there was 
great danger to be apprehended i f he approached the 
tents where the w o m e n were whi le he was n a k e d , f o r 
i n t h i s cafe i t was very probable he w o u l d receive a n o 
ther baftinado f o m e t h i n g worfe than the firft. S t i l l he 
was fo- confufed that he h a d not recollected he c o u l d 
fpeak to t h e m ' i n their o w n language, a n d it n o w o n l y 
came i n t o h is m i n d , , that b y the g i b b e r i f h , i n i m i t a t i o n 
o f T u r k i f h , w h i c h the A r a b h a d uttered to h i m w h i l e 
he was beating a n d f t r i p p i n g h i m , he t o o k h i m . f o r a. 
T u r k , and to. this mif take he p r o b a b l y o w e d h i s i l l 
treatment. 

A n e lder ly l o o k i n g m a n and a n u m b e r o f y o u n g 
A r a b s came up to h i m where he was f i t t ing . H e gave 
t h e m the falute Salam Aticum i w h i c h was o n l y r e t u r n e d 
b y one y o u n g m a n , i n a tone as i f he wondered at his. 
i m p u d e n c e . T h e o l d man. then afked h i m , whether h e 
was a T u r k , and what he h a d to do there ? H e repl ied 
he was n o T u r k , but a p o o r C h r i f t i a n p h y f i c i a n , a D e r -
v i f h that went about the w o r l d fceking to d o good for 
G o d ' s fake, was then flying f r o m f a m i n e , and g o i n g tu> 
G r e e c e to get bread. H e then afked h i m i f he was a 
C r e t a n ? H e f a i d , he had never been i n C r e t e , but earn* 
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f r o m T u n i s , and was returning to that t c w n , having-
loft every t h i n g be had i n the Shipwreck o f that vcfi 'el. 
H e fa id this i n fo d e f p a i r i n g a t o n e , that there was no 
doubt left w i t h the A r a b that the fact was true. A r a g 
ged, d i r t y baracan was immediate ly t h r o w n over h i m , 
and he was ordered up to a tent, in the end o f w h i c h 
fto d a l o n g fpear thruft t h r o u g h i t , the A r a b i a n m a r k 
o f fovcreign d i f t i n c i i o n . 

T h e Shekh o f the tr ibe , w h o being i n peace w i t h 
the B e y o f B e n g a z i , nnd alfo w i t h the Shekh c f P t o l o -
m e t a , after many questions, ordered our traveller a 
p l e n t i f u l fupper, o f w h i c h a l l his fervants partook, none 
o f them h a v i n g perifhed. A m u l t i t u d e of confultationr. 
f o l l o w e d on the i r c o m p l a i n t s , o f w h i c h he freed h i m f e l f 
i n the belt manner he c o u l d , a l l e d g i n g the lofs o f a l l his 
medicines. 

A f t e r Staying t w o days among them, the Shekh re-
Stored to them a l l that had been taken f r o m them, and 
m o u n t i n g them upon camels, and g i v i n g t h e m a c o n 
d u c t o r , he forwarded them to Bengazi , where they a r r i v 
ed the fecond day i n the evening. F r o m thence he lent 
9 c e m p l i m e m to the S h e k h , and w i t h it a man f r o m the 
B e y , intrcat ing that he w o u l d ufe a l l pofiible means to 
Jifh up fome of his cafes, for w h i c h he affurcd h i m he 
m o u l d not mifs a hand fome reward. Promifes and 
thanks were r e t u r n e d , but M r . Bruce never heard f u r 
ther o f his instruments; . a l l he recovered was a fdver 
w a t c h o f E l l i c o t , the w o r k o f which had been taken o u t 
a n d broken, fome penci ls and a fmall p o r t - f o l i o , in w h i c h 
were jketches o f P t o l c m e t a ; his pocket-book too was 
l b u n d , but his p e n c i l was loft , being in a c o m m o n f i v e r 
ca fe , a n d w i t h them a l l the aftronomical cbfervat ions 
w h i c h he h a d made i n Barbary . H e there loft a f e x -
tant, a parallactic inf trument , a t ime-piece, a reflecting 
telefcope, an achromatic one, w i t h m a n y d r a w i n g s , a 
copy o f M . de la C a i l l e ' s cphemerides d o w n to the year 
1775, m u c h to be regre::; d , as being f u l l o f m a n u f c r i p t 
m a r g i n a l notes; a fmai i camera obfeura, fome guns, 
pi f tols , a bhidcrbufs , and Several other articles, o f lefs 
value. 

A t Bengazi M r . Bruce found a f m a l l F r e n c h Sloop, 
the rnafter o f w h i c h had been often at A lg iers when he 
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Was conful there. H e h i d even, as the matter remember
e d , done h i m fome l i t t l e ferv icc , for w h i c h , contrary t o 
the c u f l o m o f that fort o f people , he was very g r a t e f u l . 
H e h a d come there laden w i t h c o r n , and was g o i n g u p 
the Archipte lago , o r towards the M orea , f o r m o r e . 
T h e cargo he had b r o u g h t was b u t a mi te c o m p a r e d to 
the necessities o f the place ; it o n l y re l ieved the fo ldiers 
for a t ime, a n d many people o f a l l ages and fexes were 
Still d y i n g every d a y . 
. T h e harbour o f B e n g a z i b e i n g f u l l o f fifh, M r . B r u c e ' s 
c o m p a n y caught a great quant i ty w i t h a fmal l n e t : they 
l i k e wife p r o c u r e d a m u l t i t u d e w i t h the l i n e , enough to 
have m a i n t a i n e d a larger number o f perfons than the 
f a m i l y confi lted o f ; t h e y got v i n e g a r , pepper, and a 
q u a n t i t y o f o n i o n s ; they had l i t t l e bread i t is t rue, but 
rail the i r i n d u l t r y k e p t them, very far f r o m Starving. 
T h e y endeavoured to inftruct thefe wretches, gave t h e m 
pack-thread a n d fome coarfe hooks, .by w h i c h they m i g h t ' 
have fubfifted w i t h the fmal lef l a t tent ion and trouble ;. 
but they w o u l d rather flarve i n m u l t i t u d e s , ftriving to 
p i c k u p Single grains o f c o r n , that were fcattered u p o n 
the beach by the bursting of the facks, or. the i n a t t e n t i o n , 
of the mar iners , than take the pains to watch o n e h o u r 
at the flowing o f the tide for excellent fifh, w h e r e , after 
t a k i n g o n e , they were fure o f b e i n g mailers o f m u l t i 
tudes t i l l it was flood t i d e . 

T h e captain o f this l i t t l e vefTel left n o t ime. . H e h a d 
done his bufinefs w e l l , a n d though he was r e t u r n i n g f o r 
another cargo, yet he cheerful ly offered M r . B r u c e w h a t ' 
part o f his money he Should w a n t . T h e y then f a i l e d , 
w i t h a f a i r w i n d , and i n four or five days eafy w e a t h e r 
landed at C a n e a ; a considerable for t i f ied place at the 
weit end o f the i f l a n d o f C r e t e . H e r e our traveller was . 
taken d a n g c r o u f l y i l l , occafioned b y the bathing a n d e x 
t r a o r d i n a r y exertions i n the fea of P t o l o m e t a , nor was 
he i n the lcaft the better f r o m the b e a t i n g he had rece'v-
e d , o f w h i c h he very l o n g afterwards bore the m a r k s . 

F r o m C a n e a he failed for Rhodes , a n d there met w i t h 
his b o o k s : he then proceeded to CaftelrofTo, on the coaft 
o f C a r a m a n i a , and was there c r e d i b l y i n f o r m e d that 
there were very magnificent remains of. ancient b u i l d 
ings , a fhort w a y f r o m the Shore, on the oppofite c o n t i -
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nent. C a r a m a n i a is a part of A l i a M i n o r yet unex
p l o r e d . But h is i l lnefs encrea l ing , it was impoffiblc t o 
execute, or take any meafures to fecure prQte&ion, o r 
do the bafinefs fafe ly; fo he was forced to re l inqui fh 
this d i fcovery to fome more fortunate t rave l ler . 

M r . Bruce , during his flay at C a n e a , wrote by w a y 
o f F r a n c e , and again whi le at Rhodes by w a y o f S m y r 
n a , to particular friends both i n L o n d o n and F r a n c e , 
i n f o r m i n g them o f his d i f i f t rous f i tuat ion, and def i r ing 
them to fend h i m a moveable quadrant or fextant, as 
near as poffible to t w o feet radius, more or lefs, a t i m e 
keeper , ftop-watch, a reflecting telefcope, and one o f 
D o l l a n d ' s achromatic ones, as near as poffible to three-
feet reflectors, w i t h feveral other articles o f w h i c h he 
was then i n m u c h w a n t . 

O u r traveller received f rom Paris and L o n d o n m u c h 
about the fame t ime, and as i f i t h a d been dictated b y 
the fame perfon, nearly the fame anfwer , ' w h i c h was 
this, that every b o d y was employed i n m a k i n g inf t ru-
ments for D a n i f h , S w e d i f h , and other foreign aftro-
nomers ; that a l l thofe w h i c h were completed had been 
bought up, a n d w i t h o u t w a i t i n g a considerable, inde
finite t i m e , n o t h i n g c o u l d be had that c o u l d be depend
ed u p o n . 

M r . Bruce , f i n d i n g h i m f e l f much hurt b y falfe reports 
that had been raifed againft h i m i n E u r o p e , and feeing? 
himfel f fo treated i n return for fo complete a journey as 
he had then actually terminated, thought i t below h i m , 
to facrifice the beft years o f his l i fe to dai ly pain a n d 
danger , w h e n the impreffion i t made i n the breafts o f 
his c o u n t r y m e n feemed to be fo weak , fo inf in i te ly u n 
w o r t h y o f them or h i m . O n e t h i n g only detained h i m 
f r o m r e t u r n i n g home ; i t was his defire o f f u l f i l l i n g h i s 
promife to his Sovereign, and o f a d d i n g the r u i n s o f 
P a l m y r a to thofe o f A f r i c a , already fecured a n d out o f 
danger. 

I n the firft g low o f his refentments, he renounced a l l 
thoughts o f the attempt to d i f c o v c r the fources o f the 
N i l e , a n d he repeated his orders n o more for either 
q u a d r a n t , telefcope, o r t ime-keeper. H e had pencils 
And p a p e r ; a n d l u c k i l y his large camera obfeura, 
w h i c h , had efcaped the cataftrophe o f P t o l o m e t a , was. 
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W r i v e d f r o m S m y r n a . H e therefore began to l o o l c 
about for the means o f o b t a i n i n g feafible and fafe me
thods o f repeat ing the famous j o u r n e y to P a l m y r a . 

F r o m S m y r n a , M r . B r u c e went to T r i p o l i i n S y r i a , 
a n d thence to H a i f i a . F r o m thence he w o u l d have 
gone f o u t h w a r d to Ba lbec , but i t was then befieged b y 
Emir Y o u f e f p r i n c e o f the D r u f e s , a Pagan n a t i o n , 
l i v i n g upon m o u n t L i b a n u s . U p o n that he r e t u r n e d 
to T r i p o l i , i n S y r i a , and after fome t i m e fet out f o r 
A l e p p o , t r a v e l l i n g n o r t h w a r d a long the p l a i n o f J e u n e , . 

' b e t w i x t mount L e b a n o n a n d the fea. H e v i f i t e d the 
ancient B y b l u s , and bathed w i t h pleafure i n the r i v e r 
A d o n i s . A l l here is claflic g r o u n d . H e faw feveral 
confiderable r u i n s o f G r e c i a n architecture a l l v e r y m u c h 
defaced. 

H e paffed L a t i k e a , a n d then came to A n t i o c h , a n d 
afterwards to A l e p p o . T h e fever and ague, w h i c h he 
h a d firft caught i n his c o l d bath at B e n g a z i , had re
turned upon h i m w i t h great v io lence, after paffing one 
n i g h t encamped i n the m u l b c r y gardens behind S i d o n . 
It had returned i n very ( l ight p a r o x y f m s feveral t imes, 
b u t l a i d h o l d o f h i m w i t h more than o r d i n a r y v io lence 
on h i s arr iva l at A l e p p o , where he came juft i n t i m e to 
the houfe o f M r . B e l v i l l e , a F r e n c h m e r c h a n t , to 
w h o m he was addreffed for his c r e d i t . H a d i t not been 
for the k i n d at tent ion and fk i l fu l adv ice he here met 
w i t h , i t is probable his travels w o u l d have ended at 
A l e p p o . 

M r . B r u e e , h a v i n g perfectly recovered h i s h e a l t h , 
began to t h i n k o f his j o u r n e y to P a l m y r a . H e fet 
out at a t i m e appointed for H a m a t h , where he f o u n d 
his c o n d u c t o r , a n d proceeded to H a f i i a . T h e r i v e r 
w h i c h palfes t h r o u g h the plains where they c u l t i 
vate their b e d tobacco, is the Orontes ; i t was fo fwol** 
len w i t h r a i n , w h i c h had fal len i n the m o u n t a i n s , 
that the ford was n o longer v i f i b l e . S t o p p i n g at t w o 
m i f c r a b l e huts inhabi ted b y a bafe fet ca l led T u r 
c o m a n s , our travel ler afked the maftcr o f one o f t h e m 
to fhew h i m the f o r d , w h i c h he very r e a d i l y u n d e r 
t o o k to d c , and M r . B r u c e w e n t , for the length o f 
fome y a r d s , o n r o u g h , but very b a r d a n d f o l i d g r o u n d . 
T h e current before h i m w a s , however , fo v i o l e n t , that 
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he had more than once a defire to t u r n back, b u l , not" 
fufpeifting any t h i n g , he c o n t i n u e d , w h e n o n a fuddem 
b o t h he and his hor fc fel l out o f their depth into the 
d y e r . 

O u r traveller had a rifled g u n f lung acrofs his f h o u l d -
er , w i t h a buff belt and fwivc l . . A s l o n g as that held , i t 
fo emharraffed his hands a n d legs- that he c o u l d n o t 
f w i m , and muic have f u n k ; but l u c k i l y the f w i v e l gave 
w a y , the g u n fe i l to the bot tom o f the r i v e r , and was 
p i c k e d up i n d r y weather by order o f the bafha, at the 
delirc o f the French merchants, w h o kept i t for a rel ict ." 
H e and bis horfe fwan feparatcly a fhore; at a f m a l l 
d i l l a n c c f rom thence was a caphar, or t u r n p i k e , to w h i c h , 
when he came to d r y h imfe l f , the man to ld h i m , that 
the place where he had crofted was the remains of a ft one 
bridge now entirely carried away ; where he had firft en
tered was one o f the wings o f the br idge, f r o m w h i c h he 
had fal len into the fpaee the firft arch o c c u p i e d , one o f 
the deepeft parts o f the r i v e r ; , that the people w h o had. 
mi fguided h i m were an infamous fet o f b a n d i t t i , a n d 
that he m i g h t be t h a n k f u l , o n many accounts, that he 
had made fuch an efcape f rom t h e m , and was n o w o n 
the oppofite fidf\ H e then prevai led o n the caphar 
man to {hew his fervants the r ight f o r d . 

F r o m Hafl ia they proceeded w i t h their conductor to 
Cariateen, where, an o l d man on horfe back, one f r o m 
the M o w a l l i , and anorhcr f r o m the A n n e y t r i b e , ac
companied them to P a l m y r a : the tribes gave them c a 
mels for more c o m m o d i o u s t r a v e l l i n g , and they paffed 
the deferl between Car ia teen and P a l m y r a i n a day a n d 
t w o nights , g o i n g constantly w i t h o u t Sleeping. 

T'-.t hefore they came in fight o f the r u i n s , they af-
ceucied a h i l l o f whi te g r i t t y Stone, i n a very narrow, , 
w i n d i n g r o a d , fuch as is cal led a pafs, a n d , w h e n ar
rived at the top, there opened before them the moft 
aftonifhing, Stupendous fight that perhaps ever appeared 
to morta l eyes. T h e w h o l e p la in below, w h i c h was 
v e r y exrenfive, was covered fo t h i c k w i t h magnificent-
b u i l d i n g s as that the one fei-med to touch the other, a l l 
o f fine proportions, a l l o f agreeable forms, a l l compofed 
of whi te Stones, w h i c h at that diftance appeared l i k e 
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m a r b l e . A t the end o f it f lood the palace o f the f u n , a 
b u i l d i n g w o r t h y to clofe fo magnificent a Scene. 

M r . B r u c e had no i n t e n t i o n to p u b l i i h a n y th ing-
c o n c e r n i n g P a l m y r a , as M r . W o o d had a lready done 
Something o f that k i n d ; belides, he t h o u g h t i t w o u l d 
have been a v i o l a t i o n o f his firft p r i n c i p l e not to i n t e r 
fere w i t h the labours o f o t h e r s ; and i f this was a rule-
he i n v i o l a b l y obferved as to ftrangers, every fent iment 
o f reafon and grat i tude o b l i g e d h i m to p a ) ' t h e fame r e -
fpect to the labours o f h is f r i e n d M r . W o o d . 

Before the i r departure f r o m P a l m y r a , he oblerved i ts 
l a t i t u d e w i t h a H a d l e y ' s quadrant f r o m ref lection. T h e 
instrument had p r o b a b l y w a r p e d i n carriage, as the i n 
dex went u n p l e a i a n t l v , and as i t w e r e b y ftarts, fo that h e 
does not pretend to-give this for an exact obfervation ; 
y e t , after a l l the care he c o u l d take, he o n l y apprehend
ed that 5 8 ' for the lat i tude o f P a l m y r a , w o u l d be 
nearer the t r u t h than an}- other. A g a i n , that the d i l -
tance f r o m the coaft i n a itraight l i n e being 160 m i l e s , , 
a n d that remarkable mountainous cape o n the c o a l l o f 
S y r i a , between B y b l u s and T r i p o l i , k n o w n b y the 
name o f T h e o p r o f o p o n , b e i n g nearly due weft, o r u n 
d e r the fame para l le l w i t h P a l m y r a , he conce ived the 
l o n g i t u d e o f that c i ty to be nearly 3 7 v 9 ' f r o m the o b -
i e r v a t o r y o f G r e e n w i c h . 

M r . B r u c e proceeded f r o m P a l m y r a to B a l b e c , dif-
tant about 130 m i l e s , and a r r i v e d the fame day that 
E m i r Y o u f e f had reduced the t o w n a n d fettled the g o -
verment, a n d was d e c a m p i n g f r o m i t on his r e t u r n 
home. T h i s was the luckieft moment pof l ib lc for our 
travel ler , as he was the E m i r ' s f r iend, a n d had o b t a i n e d 
l iber ty to d o there what he p l e a f e d ; and to this i n d u l 
gence was added the great convenience o f the E m i r ' s a b -
fence, fo that he was not t r o u b l e d b y the obfervance o f 
any court-ceremony or attendance, o r teazed w i t h i m 
pertinent queftions. 

Balbec is pleafantly Situated i n a p l a i n on the weft o f 
A n t i L i b a n u s , is f inely watered, and abounds in gar
dens. I t is about fifty miles f r o m H a l f i a , and about 
t h i r t y f r o m the neareft fea-coaft, w h i c h is the Situation 
o f the ancient B y b l u s . T h e i n t e r i o r o f the great temple 
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o f B a l b e c ; fuppofed to be that o f the f u n , furpaffes a n y 
. t h i n g at P a l m y r a . 

Parting by T y r e , f r o m cur iof i ty o n l y , M r . B r u c e , 
came to be a m o u r n f u l w i t n e f s o f the t r u t h o f that p r o 
phecy, that T y r e i the queen of nations, fhould be a 
r o c k for fifhers to d r y their nets o n . T w o w r e t c h e d 
fifhermen, w i t h miferable nets, h a v i n g juf t g iven o v e r 
their occupat ion w i t h very l i t t le fuccefs, he engaged 
t h e m , at the expence o f the i r nets, to drag i n thofe 
places where they faid fhell-rifh might be caught, i n 
hopes to have brought out one o f the famous purple-f i fh. 
H e d i d not fucceed, but i n this he fuppofes he was as 
l u c k y as the o l d fifhers h a d ever been. T h e purple fifh 
at T y r e feems to have been o n l y a concealment o f the ir 
k n o w l e d g e o f cochineal , as, had they depended upon 
the fifh for their dye , i f the whole c i t y o f T y r e a p p l i e d 
to nothing elfe but fifhing, they w o u l d not have c o l o u r 
ed twenty yards o f c loth i n a year . M u c h fat igued, but 
fatisfied beyond meafure w i t h what he h a d feen our t r a 
vel ler arrives at S i d o n i n g o o d heal th . 

W e have now accompanied M r . Bruce to S i d o n , f r o m 
whence he fet out on his difcovery o f the Source o f the 
N i l e , and w h i c h forms the fubjefct, o f the f o l l o w i n g , 
ihcets . 
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T O D I S C O V E R 

The S O U R C E of the N I L E . 

R O O K I. 

Thl Author's T\tivels in Egypt—Voyage in the Red Sea, 
till his Arrival at Mafuah. 

MR . B R U C E fai led f r o m S i d o n , on the 15th o f 
J u n e , 1 7 6 8 , h o u n d for the I f land o f C y p r u s , the 

w i n d . b e i n g favourable , a n d the weather clear and h o t . 
O n the 16th at d a w n o f d a y , o u r travel ler faw a h i g h 

h i l l , w h i c h f r o m its p a r t i c u l a r f o r m , defcr ibed by S t r a b o , 
l ie took, for M o u n t O f y i n p u s . I t is very f ingular , that 
C y p r u s f h o n l d be fo long undifcovered ; [hips h a d been 
ufed i n the M e d i t e r r a n e a n i 7 o c , y c a r s before Chr i f t ; y e t , 
though o n l y a day's f a i l i n g f r o m the C o n t i n e n t o f A f i a 
o n the n o r t h a n d earl , and l i t t le more f r o m that o f A f r i c a 
o n the f o u t h , i t was not k n o w n at the b u i l d i n g o f T y r e , 
a l i t t le before the T r o j a n w a r , that i s , 500 years after 
fhips h a d been paffing to and fro i n the f u r r o u n d i n g 
feas. 

A great many medals , t h o u g h very few o f them g o o d , 
are d u g u p i n C y p r u s ; f i lvcr ones, o f very excel lent 
w o r k m a n f h i p , are found near P a p h o s , o f v e r y l i t t le value 
i n the eyes o f A n t i q u a r i a n s , being chief ly o f t o w n s , o f 
she l ize o f thofe f o u n d at Crete and R h o d e s , and a l l the 
i i h n d s o f the A r c h i p e l a g o . Intagl ios there are fome 
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few, part in very excellent Greek, flyle, and generally 
upon better (tones than ulual in ihe iflands. 

O n the 17th of June they left L e i n c a , about four-
o'clock in the afternoon, and on the 1 Sth, a little before 
twelve o'clock, a very freih and favourable breeze came 
from the N . W . and they pointed their prow directly, 
as they thought, upon Alexandria.. 

The aoth of June, early in the morning, our traveller 
had a distant proftecl of Alexandria rifing from the fea. 
On the firil view of the city, the mixture of old monu
ments, fuch as the Column of Pompey, with the high 
moorilh towers and Steeples, raifeotfr expectations of the 
confequencc of the ruins we are to find ; but the moment 
we arc in pott, the iilufion ends,.and we diilinguifli the 
immenfe Herculean works of ancient times, now few in
cumber, from the ill-imagined, ill-conftrudtcd, and im
perfect buildings, of the feveral barbarous mailers o f 
Alexandria in later ages. There are two ports, the O l d 
and the New, which are by no means f«fe, as many vef-
fels are frequently loft while riciing at anchor. 

Alexandria has been oiten taken fmce the time of Ca> 
&r . It was at iaft destroyed by the Venetians and.Sy-
priots, upon, or rather after the relcafe of St. Lewis .— 
The building of the prefent gates and walls, which fome 
have thought to be antique, does not fi:em earlier than 
the laft restoration in the 13th century. Some parts of ' 
the gates and wal!s may be of older date ; (and probably 
were thofe of the laft Caliphs before Salidan) but, except, 
thefe, and the pieces of columns which he horizontal
ly in different parts of the wall , every thing elfe is appa
rently of very late times, and the work has been hud
dled together in great haftc. There is nothing beautiful, 
or plcaiant in the prefent Alexandria, but a handlbmti 
Street of modern houfes, where a very active and intell i
gent number of merchants live upon the miferable rem
nants of that trade, which made its glory in the firft 
times. It is thinly inhabited, and there is a tradition, 
among the natives, that,.more than once, it has been in 
agitation to abandon it altogether, and retire to Roiet-
to. or Cairo, but that they have been withheld by the 
opinion of divers faints from Aiabia , who have allured, 
them, that Mecca being destroyed, (as it mult be as they 
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think by the Ruffians) Alexandria is then to- become the 
holy plate, and that Mahomet's body L, to be traufportfd 
thither. 

On M r . Bruce's arrival at Alexandria, he found that 
the plague had raged in that city and neighbourhood 
from the beginning of March , and that two days only 
before their arrival, people had begun to open their 
houfes and communicate with each other ; but it was no 
matter, St. John's day w a s t h e miraculous nucta, or 
dew, had fallen, and every body went about their o rd i 
nary bufmefs in fafety, and without ft*ar. Here M r . 
Bruce received his inftruments, and found them in good 
condition. 

Our traveller being now prepared for any cnterprifc, 
he left with cagernelt. the thread-bure enquiries into the 
meagre remains of this oncc-famous capital of f\gvpt.—• 
The journey to Rofetto is always performed by land, as 
the mouth of the branch of the Nile leading to Rofetto, 
called the Bogaz, is very (hallow and dangerous to pafs, 
and often tedious ; befides, nobody willies to be a part
ner for any time in a voyage with E g : ptian fauors, i f he 
c m poffibly avoid i t . The journey by land is abb re
puted dangerous, and people travel burdened with arms, 
which they are determined never to ufe. 

' A l l Egypt is ful l of deep duft and fand, from the be
ginning of March to the firfl- of the inundation. It is 
this fine powder and fand, raifed and loofened by the 
heat of the fun, and want of dew,, and not being tied 
fafl, as it were, by any root or vegetation, wh ch the 
N d e carries off with it: and buries in ti e fea, and which 
many ionorantly fuppofe comes from Abyffinia, where 
every river runs in a bed of rock. When you leave.the 
lea. you firike off nearly at right angles, and.purfue your 
tourney to the eaftvvard. Here neaps of Hone and trunks 
of pillars are fet up to guide you in your, road, through 
moving fands, which Hand in hillocks, in proper direc
tions, and which conduft you fafely to Rofetto, Cur-
rounded on one fide by thefe hills of fand, which feetn 
ready to cover it . 

R<.>Cctto is upon that branch o f the Nile which was 
Called the Bolbuttic Branch, and is about four miles 
foojjj the fea. It is a large, clean, r.e.at town, or village, 



upon the caflcrn fide of the N i l e . It is about three miles-
long, much frequented by ftudious and religious Maho
metans ; among thefe too are a confiderable number of 
merchants, it being the entrepot between Cairo and A -
lexandria, and vice i-er/a ; here too the merchants have 
their factors, who fuperintend and watch over the mer-
chandife which partes the Bogaz to and from Cairo.— 
There are many gardens, and much verdure, about Ro
fetto ; the ground is low, and retains long the moifture 
it imbibes from the overflowing of the Ni le . Here alfo 
arc many curious plants and flowers brought from differ
ent countries. 

On the 30th of June, M r . Bruce embarked for Cairo. 
There are wonderful tales told at Alexandria as well as 
at Cairo, of the danger of parting over the defert to Ro
fetto. After you embark on the Ni le in your way to Ca i 
ro, you hear of pilots, and matters of veffels, who land : 

yon among robbers to mare your plunder, and twenty 
fuch like ftories, al l of them of old dare, and which per
haps happened long ago, or never happened at a l l . Bat 
provided the government of Cairo is fettled, and you do -
not land at villages in ftrife with each other, (in which 
cireumftanccs no perfca of any nation is fafa) you mull 
be very unfortunate indeed, i f any great accident befal 
you between Alexandria and Cairo. 

They arrived at Cairo in the beginning of Ju ly , re
commended to the very hofpitable houfe of Julian and 
Bcrtran, to whom M r . Bruce imparted his refolution of 
purfuing his journey to Abyffinia. The wildtiefs of the 
intention feerned to ftrike them greatly, on which ac
count they endeavoured' all they could to peifuade h im 
againft i t , but, feeing him refolved, they offered kindly 
their moft effectual Services. 

That part of Cairo, in which the French are fettled, 
is exceedingly commodious, and fit for retirement. It 
confifts of one long ftieet, where all the merchants of that' 
nation live together. It is fhut at one" end, by large gates,, 
where there is a guard, and rhefe are kept constantly 
elofe in the time of the plague. A t the other end is .a 
large garden tolerably kept, in which there are feveral 
pleafant walks and feats ; all the enjoyment that Chrifc 
tians can hope for, among this vile people, reduces.itfslf 
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to peace, and quiet; nobody feeks for more. There are, 
however, wicked emiflaries who are conftantly employ-
ed by threats, lies, and extravagant demands, to tonnent 
them, and keep them from enjoying that repofe, which 
would content them inftead of freedom, and more ib l id 
happinefs, in their own country t 

There are perhaps four hundred inhabitants in Cairo, 
who have abfolute power, and adminifter what they 
call juftice, in their own way, and according to their 
own views. But fortunately, in M r . Bruce's time, 
this many-headed moniter was no more, there was but 
one A l i Bey, and there was neither inferior nor fupcrior 
jurifduftion exercifed, but by his officers only. This 
happy ftate did not laft long. In order to be a Bey, 
the perfon muft have been a have, and bought for mo
ney, at a market. Every Bey has a great number of 
fervants, ftaves to h im, as he was to others before; 
thefe are his guards, and thefe he promotes to places i n 
his lioufehold, according as they are qualified. 

It is very extraordinary, to find a race of men In 
power, all agree to leave their fucceffion to ftrangers, 
in preference to their own children, for a number ot a-
ges ; and that no one fhould ever have attempted to make 
his fon fucceed h im, either in dignity or ellate, in pre
ference to a flave, whom he has bought for money like 
a-beaft. 

The inftant that M r . Bruce arrived at Cairo was per
haps the only one in which he ever could have been al
lowed, fingle and unprotected as he was, to have made 
his intended journey. A l i Bey, lately known in E u . 
rope by various narratives of the laft tranfaftions of his 
life, after having undergone many changes of fortune, 
and been hanifhed by his rivals from his capital, at laft 
had enjoyed the fatisfaclion of a return, and of making 
himfelf abfolute in Cairo. 

After a variety of circumftances of little confequence 
to the reader, M r . Bruce was admitted to an audience of 
the Bey. H e was a much younger man than he had 
conceived him to be ; he was fitting upon a large fofa, 
covered with crimfon cloth of gold ; his turban, his gir
dle, and the head of his dagger, all thick covered wi th 
fiv.e bril l iants; one in his turban, that ferved to fupport 
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a fprig o f brilliants alfo, was among the largeft 
Bruce had ever feen. 'I he Bey entered into difcoufifa 
with him concerning the Ruflian and Turk fh war, and 
converted feme time with him on that fubject. 

Two or three nights afterwards the Bey fent for him 
a^ain. It was near eleven o'clock before he got admit
tance to him. He met the janifl'ary Aga going out from 
him, and a number of folciiers at the door. A s M r . 
BiuCc did not know him, he palled him, without cere
mony, which is not ufbftl for any perfon to do. When* 
cvei ht mounts on horieback, as he was then juft going 
to do, he has abfolute power of life and death, without 
apj t i l , all over Cairo and its neighbourhood. 

He Itopt our traveller juft at the thrcfhold, and afked 
one of the Bey's people who he was ? and was anfwered, 
*' It is Hakim Eng efe," the Englifh philofopher, or 
phyf cian. He afked M r . Bruce in Turkifh, in a very 
po'hte n anner, i f he would come and fee him, for he 
was not well ? He anfwered him in Arabic' *.* Yes, when* 
evtr he plea ed. but could not then flay, as he had re
ceived a meffage that the Bey was waiting." He replied 
in Arabic, " N o , no ; go, for God's fake go ; any time 
will do for me." 

The Bey Was fitting, leaning forward, with a wax ta
per in one hand, and reading a fmall flip of paper, which 
he held clofe to his face. Hefccmed to have little light, 
or weak eyes ; no body was near him : Ins people, liad 
been ail difmiifed, or were following the j .miliary Aga 
our. 

He did not feem to obferve M r . Bruce t i l l he was clofe 
upon him, and ftarted when he faid, " Salatn." He told 
him he came upon his meffage. He faid, " I thank you, 
did I fend for you r" and without giving him leave to 
reply, went on, «' O true, I did fo," and fell to reading 
his paper again. After this was over, he complained 
that he bad been i l l , that he vomitted immediately after 
dinner, though he cat moderately ; that his Stomach was 
not yet fettled, and was afraid fomcthing had been given 
him to do him mifchief. 

Our traveller felt his pulfe, which was low and weak ; 
but very little feverifh. He defired he would order his 
people to look i f his meat was drefied in copper properly 
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tinned ; He allured him he was in no danger, and i n f i -
nuated that he-thought he had been guilty of fome c x -
cefs before dinner; at which lie frniicd, and faid to dhe 
who was (landing b y , ' ; Afrite ! Afrite !" be is a devil I 
he is a devi l I M r . Bruce fa-id, I f your Stomach is real
ly unef.Sv from what you have ate. warm fome water, 
and. it you pleafe, put a little greon tea into it, and d i ink 
it t i l l it makes you vomit gently, and that wi l l give you 
cafe ; after winch you may fa'<- a dilh of Strong coffee, 
^and go tohed, or a glafs of Spirits, i f y « u have any that 
are good. 

As M r . Bruces favour with the Bey was now eftablifh-
c 1 by frequent interviews, h.e thought of leaving his So
litary maniion at the convent. He detiied M r . Rifle, 
the Bey's Secretary > to procure bis prcremptory letters o f 
recommendation to Shekh Hainan, to the governor of 
Syene, I brim, and Deir, in upper Egpyt. He procured 
aifo the fame from the janiSiancs, to thefe three lad 
places, as th.eir garrifons are from that body at Cairo, 
•which they call their Port. He had alfo letters fiom A l l 
Bey, to the Bev of Suez, to the Sherriffe of Mecca, to 
the Maybe (fo'they call the Sovereign) of Mafuah, and 
•to the K i n g of Sennaar, and his minister for the time 
•being. 

Having obtained all his letters and difpatches, as well 
from the patriarch as from the Bey, he fet about prepar
ing for his journey. 

On the other Side of the N i l e , fiom Cairo, is Gecza;ar.d 
about eleven miles beyond this are the pyramids, called 
the Pyramids of G-eza, the defcription of which is i n 
every body's hands. Engravings of them had been pub
lished in England, with plans of them upon a large 
fcale, two years belore M r . Bruce came into Egypt, 
.and were Shewn hiin by M r . Davidfon, conful of N ice , 
whofe drawings they were. H e it was-too that disco
vered the fmall chamber above the landing-place, after 
you afcend through the long gallery of the great Pyra
mid on your left hand, and he left the ladder by which 
he afcended, for the Satisfaction of other travellers. 
But there is nothing in the chamber further worthy of 
notice, than its having efcaped diftovcry fo many ages. 
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It is very lingular, that for fuch a time as thefe P y 
ramids have been known, travellers were content rather 
to follow the report of the ancients, than to make ufe 
o f their own eyes; yet it has been aconllant belief, that 
the (tones compofing thefe Pyramids have been brought 
from the Libyan mountains, though any one whowil l take 
the pains to remove the land on the fouth fide, w i l l find 
the fobdrock there hewn into fteps. In the roof of the 
large chamber, where the Sarcophagus (lands, as alfo in 
the top of the roof of the gallery, as you go up into that 
chamber, you fee large fragments o f the rock, affording 
an unanfwerable proof, that thofe Pyramids were once 
huge rocks, Handing where they now are; that fome of 
them, the moft proper from their form, were chofen for 
the body of the Pyramid, and the others hewn into 
iteps, to ferve for the fuperitrutturc, and the exterior 
parts of them, 

M r . Bruce, having now provided every thing necef-
fary, and taken rather a melancholy leave of his very 
indulgent friends, who had great apprehenfions that 
beano his companions would never return; and fearing 
that their (lay t i l l the very exceffive heats were paft, 
might involve them in another difficulty, that of milling 
the Etefian winds, they fecured a boat to carry them to 
Furlhout, the rcfidence of Hamam, the Shekh of Upper 
Egypt. 

I his fort of veffel is called a Canja, and is one of the 
moft commodious ufed on any river, being fafe, and ex
peditious at the fame time, though at firft fight it has 
a flrong appearance of danger. That on which they 
embarked was about TOO feet from (tern to Item, with 
two malts, main and forcmaft, and two monftrous La-
tine fails, the main-fail yard being about 200 feet i n 
length. 

A certain kind of robber, peculiar to the Ni le , is 
conftantly on the watch to rob boats, in which they 
fuppofe the crew are off their guard. They generally 
approach the boat when it is calm, either fwimming 
underwater, or when it is dark, upon goat fkins ; after 
which they mount with the utmoft filence, and take 
away whatever they can lay their hands on. They are 
not very fond, it feems, o f meddling with*vcfTels 
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whereon they fee Franks, or Europeans, becaufe by 
them fome have been wounded with lire-arms. The at
tempts are generally made when you arc at anchor, or 
Uifdet weigh, at night, in very moderate weather; but 
ottenert when you are falling down the llrcam without 
mails ; lor it requires Strength, vigour, and fk i l l , to 
get aboard a velfel going before a hrifk wind ; though 
indeed they are abundantly provided with all thefe-
rcquilites. 

It was the i 2th of December when they embarked on 
the N i l e at Bulac, on board the Canja. A t firlt they 
had the precaution to apply to their friend Rifk con
cerning their captain Hagi Haifan Abou Cuffi, and 
they obliged him to give his fon Mahomet in fecurity 
for his behaviour towards them. There was nothing fo 
much they defired as to be at fome distance from Cairo 
on their voyage. Inc iv i l i t y and extortion are always 
the confequence in this deteitable when you are about 
to leave it. 

The wind being contrary, they were obliged to ad
vance againlt the itream, by having the beat drawn with 
a rope. They advanced a few miles to two convents of 
Cophts, called Deireteen. Here they Stopped to pafs 
the night, having had a fine view of the Pyramids o f 
Geeza and Saccara, and being then in fight of a pro
digious number of others 'built of white clay^ and 
Stretching far into the defert to the fouth-weft. T w o 
of thefe teemed full as large as thofe that are called the 
Pyramids of Geeza. One of them was of a very ex
traordinary form ; it feemed as i f it had been intended at 
full to be a very large one, but that the builder's heart 
or means bad failed h im, and that he had brought it to 
a very milhapen difproportioned head at laft. 

O n the fide o f the N i l e , oppofite to their boat, a 
little farther to the fouth, was a tribe of Arabs en
camped. Thefe were fubjeet to Cairo, or were then at 
peace with its government. They are called Howada*, 
being a part of the Atouni, a large tribe that polTcffes 
the Ifihmus of Suez, and from that go up between tho 
Red Sea and the mountains that bound the eait part of 
the Val ley of Egypt. They reach to the length o f 
Coffeir, where they border upon another large tribe 
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called Ababde, which extends from thence up into N u 
bia. Both thefe are what were anciently called Shep
herds, and are conftantly at war with each other. 

M r . Bruce now bargained with the Shekh of the 
Howadat to fninifh him with horfes to go to Metrahen-
ny, or Mohannan, where once he faid M i m f had flood, 
a large city, the capital of all Egypt. A l l this was ex
ecuted with great fuccefs. Early in the morning the 
Shekh o f the Howadat had pailed at M i n i e l , where 
there is a ferry, the Ni le being very deep, and attended 
our traveller with five horfemen and a fpare horfe for 
himfelf, at Metrahcnny, fouth of Min ie l , where there 
is a great plantation of palm-trees. 

On the 1 3 t h , in the morning about eight o'clock, 
our travellers let out their vaft fails, and palled a very 
confidcrable village called Turra, on the call fide of the 
river, and Shekh Atman, a fmall village, confuting of 
about thirty houfcs, on the weft. 

The Ni le here is about a quarter of a mile broad • 
and there cannot be the fmalleft doubt, in any perfon 
-difpofed to be convinced, that this is by very far the 
narroweft part of Egypt yet feen ; for it is certainly lefs 
than half-a-mile between the foot of the [mountain and 
the Libyan fhore. 

Having gained the weftern edge of the palm-ttees at 
Mohannan, our travellers had a fair view of the Pyra
mids at Geeza, which lie in a direction nearly S. W . 
They faw three large granite pillars S. W . of Mohan
nan, ?nd a piece of a broken cheft or ciftcrn of granite ; 
but no obelifks, or ftones with hieroglyphics, and they 
thought the greateft part of the ruins feemed to point 
that way, or more foutherly. 
Thefe, their conductor faid, were the ruins of Mimf , the 

ancient feat of the Pharaohs Kings of Egypt, that there 
was another M i m f , far down in the Delta, by which he 
meant Mcnouf , -below Tcrane and Batn el Baccara. 

M r . Bruce, perceiving now that he could get no 
further intelligence, returned with his k ind guide, 
whom be gratified for his pains, and they parted con
tent with each other. 

A l l the people in the date villages feemed to be of a 
yellower and more fick-like colour, than any our tra
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vcller had ever fecn; befides, they had an inanimate, 
•dejected, grave countenance, and feemed rather to a-
vo id , than wifh for any converfation. 

It was near four o'clock in the afternoon when they 
returned to their boatmen. B y the way they met one 
o f their Moors, who told them, that they had drawn up 
the boat oppofitc to the northern point o f the palm-trees 
o f Metrahenny. 

The wind was fair and frefh, rather a little on their 
beam; when, in great fpirits, they hoifted their main 
and fore-fails, leaving the point o f Metrahenny. They 
law the Pyramids of Saccara ftill S. VV. of them ; feveral 
villages on both fides of the river, but very poor and 
miferable ; part of the ground on the eaft fide had been 
•overflowed, yet was not fown ; a proof of the oppref-
fion and diltrefs the hufbandman fuffers in the neigh
bourhood of Cairo, by the avarice and difagreement o f 
the different officers of that motly incomprehensible 
government. ' 

After failing about two miles, they faw three men 
fiibing in a very extraordinary manner and Situation. 
They were on a raft of palm branches, fupported on a 
float of clay jars, made faft together. The form was 
triangular, like the face o f a Pyramid ; two men, each 
provided with a calling net, flood at the two corners, 
and threw their net into the Stream together; the third 
flood at the third corner, which was foremoft, and 
threw his net the moment the other two drew theirs out 
of the water. And this they repeated, in perfect time, 
and with furpriiing regularity. The Rais thought our 
travellers wanted to buy fifh, and letting go Ins main-
fail, ordered them on board wi th a great tone of fupe-
r ior i ty . 

They were in a moment alongfide of them ; and one 
o f them came on board, lafhing his miferable raft to a 
rope at their flern. In recompence for their trouble 
they gave them fome large pieces of tobacco, and this 
transported them fo much, that they brought them a 
bafket, of feveral different kinds of fifh, all fmal l ; ex
cepting one laid on the top of the bafket, which was 9 
clear Salmon coloured fifh, filvcred upon its fides, w i t h 
a Shade of blue upon its back. It weighed about Jo lb . 
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and was moft excellent, being perfectly firm, and 
white like a perch. There are iome of this kind 70 lb . 
weight. M r . Bruce examined their nets, they were ra
ther of a fmaller circumference than our calling nets in 
England; the weight, as far as he could guefs, rather 
heavier in proportion than ours, the thread that com-
pofed them being fmaller. H e could not fufficiently 
admire their fuccefs, in a violent ftream of deep water, 
fuch as the N i l e ; for the river was at leaft twelve feet 
deep where they were fifhing, and the current very 
ftrong. 

Thefe fifhers offered willingly to take M r . Bruce upon 
the raft to teach him ; but his curiofity went not fo far. 
They faid their fifhing was merely accidental, and in 
courfe of their trade, which was felling thefe potter 
earthen jars, which they got near Afhinounein ; and 
after having carried the rah with them to Cairo, they 
untie, fell them at the market, and carry the produce 
home in money, or in neceflaries upon their back. A 
very poor ceconomical trade, but fufficient, as they 
faid, from the carriage of crude materials, the mould
ing, making, and fending them to market, to Cairo 
and to different places in the Delta, to afford occupation 
to two thoufand men. 

About two o'clock in the afternoon, they came to 
the point of an iiland ; there were feveral villages with 
date trees on both fides of them ; the ground was over
flowed by the N i l e , and cultivated. The current was 
very ftrong here. They then came to Halouan, an 
iflcind now divided into a number of fmall ones, by ca-
lifnes being cut through it. and, under different Arabic 
names, they ftill reach very far up the ftream. M r . 
Bruce landed to fee i f there were remains of the olive 
tree which Strabo fays grew here, but without fuccefs. 
Our travellers imagined, however, that there had been 
fuch a Tree; becaufe oppofite to one of the divifions 
into which this large ifiand is broken, there was a v i l 
lage called Zeitoon, or the Olive Tree. 

On the 1 cth of December, the weather being nearly 
cahn, : they left the north end of the ifiand ; their courfe 
was due fouth, the line o f the r iver ; and three miles 
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farther they paffed Woodan , and a collection of v i l la 
ges, all going by that name, upon the eaft. 

The ground is all cultivated about this village, to the 
foot or the mountains, which is not above four miles; 
but it is full eight on the weft all overflowed and Town. 
The Ni le is here but (hallow, and narrow, not exceed
ing a quarter of a mile broad, and three feet deep; ow
ing , as is fuppofed, to the refiftance made by the ifiand 
in the middle of the current, and by abend it makes, 
thus intercepting the fand brought down by the ftream. 
The mountains here come down t i l l within two miles 
of Sufel Woodan, for fo the village is called. They 
were told there were fome ruins to the weftward of 
this, but only rubbifh, neither arch nor column (landing. 

The wind (fill frelhening, they paffed by feveral v i l 
lages on each.fide, all furroundcd with palm-trees, ver
dant and pleafmt, but conveying an idea of famenefs 
and want of variety, fuch as every traveller muft have 
felt who has failed in the placid, muddy, green-bank
ed rivers in Hol land. The N i l e , however, is here 
full a mile broad, the water deep, and the current 
ftrong. The wind feemed to be exafperated by the 
refiftance of the ftream, and blew frefh and (teadily, 
as indeed it generally does where the current is vio
lent. 

They pa fled with great velocity Nizelet Embarak, 
Cubabac, Nizelet Omar, Racca Kibeer, then Racca 
Seguier, and came in fight of Atfia, a large village 
at fome diftance from the N i l e ; all the valley here 
was green, the palm-groves beautiful, and the N i l e 
deep. S t i l l it was not the profpect that pleafed ; for 
the whole ground that was fown to the fandy afcent 
o f the mountains, was but a narrow (tripe of three quar
ters of a mile broad, and the monntains themfelvcs, 
which here began to have a moderate degree of eleva
tion, and which bounded this narrow valley, were 
white, gritty, fandy, and uneven, and perfectly defti-
tute of all manner of verdure. 

They kept, as ufual, a very good watch all night, 
which paffed without disturbance. ' N e x t day, the 
17th , was exceedingly hazy in the morning, though 
it cleared about ten o'clock. It was, however, fuf-

u 3 ficient 



ficicnt to fhew the falfity of the observation of an 
author, who fays, that the Ni l e emits no fogs, and 
in the courfe of the voyage they often faw other ex
amples of the fallacy of this affertion. 

The Pyramids, which had been on their right hand 
at different diftanccs fincc they paffed fhe Saccara, ter
minated here in one of a very fingular conftruction. 
About two miles from the N i l e , between Suf and 
Woodan, there is a Pyramid, which at rirft fight appeals 
all of a piece; it is of unbaked bricks, and perfectly en
tire ; the inhabitants call it the falle Pyramid. The 
lower part is a h i l l exactly fhaped like a fyramid for a 
considerable height. Upon this is continued the Super
structure in proportion till it terminates like a Pyramid 
above: and, at a distance, it would require a good eye 
to difcern the difference, for the face of the Stone has a 
great refemblance to clay, of which the Pyramids of the 
Saccara are compofed. 

The 1 8 t h , about eight o'clock in the morning, they 
prepared to get on their way ; the wind was calm, and 
ibuth. 

After paffing Comadreedy, the N i l e is again divided 
by another fragment of the ifiand, and inclines a little to 
•fheweftward. On the ealt is the village Sidi A l i cl Cou-
rani. It has only two palm-trees belonging to it, and on 
that account hath a deferted appearance ; but the wheat 
upon the banks was five inches high, and more advanced 
tnan any they had feen. ' 'he mountains on the eaft-
fide came down to the banks of the Ni le , were bare, 
white, 2nd fandy, ami there was on this lide no appear
ance of villages. T h " river here is about a quarter of 
a mile broad, or Something more. It Should feem it 
Was the Angyrorum Civitas of Ptolemy, but neither 
night nor day could M r . Bruce get an inftant for ob-
fervation, on account of thin white clouds, which con-
fufed (for they Scarce can be faid to cover) the hea
vens continually. 

They now paffed a convent of cophts, with a fmall 
plantation of palms. It was a miferable building, with 
a dome like to a faint's or marabout's, and Stood quite 
alone. About four miles from this was the village of 
Nizelet el Arab, confifting of miferable huts. Here 



began large plantations o f fugar canes, the firft they had 
yet feen ; they were then loading boats with thefe to 
carry them to Cairo. M r . Bruce procured from them 
as many as he deftred- The canes were about an 
inch and a qu nter in diameter, they were cut in round 
pieces about three inches long, and, after having been flit, 
they were Steejed i n a wooden bowl o f water. They 
give a very agreeable tafte and flavour to it , and make it 
the moft refreshing drink in the world, whilft by imbib
ing the water, the canes become more juicy, and lofe a 
part of their heavy, clammy fweetnefs, which would oc-
cafion third. Our traveller was furprized at finding this 
plant in fuch a State of perfection fo far to the northward. 
They were now Scarcely arrived in lat. 2 9 " , and nothing 
could be more beautiful and perfect than the canes were. 

Sugar, "tobacco, red podded or Cayenne pepper, cot
ton, fame fpices of Solan urn, Indigo, and a multitude o f 
others, have not as yet their origin well afecrtained. 
Prince Henry of Portugal put his difcoveries to immedi
ate profit, and communicated what he found new in each 
part in Europe, A f i a , Africa* and America, to where it 
was wanting. It w i l l be foon difficult to afcertain to 
each quarter o f the world the articles that belong to i t , 
and fix upon thofe few that are common to a l l . Even, 
wheat, the early produce of Egypt, is not a native of i t -
It grows unc-^r the Line,, within the Tropics, and as far 
north and fouth as we know. Severe northern winter* 
fcera to be neceflary to it, and it vegetates vigoroufiy i n 
froft and fnow. But whence it came, and in what Shape, 
is yet left to conjecture. 

Though the ftripc of green wheat was continued a l l 
along the Ni le , it was interrupted for about half a mile 
on each fide of the coptifh convent. Thefe poor wretch
es know, that though they may fow, yet, from the vio
lence of the Arabs, they Shall never reap, and therefore 
leave the ground defolate. 

On the fide opoolite to Sment, the Stripe began again, 
and continued from Sment to M c y - M o o m , about two 
miles, and from Mey-Moom to Shenuiah, one mile fur
ther. In this fmall'ftripe, not above a quarter of a mile 
broad, befides wheat, clover was fown, which they call 
Bcmne, and cultivate in the fame manner as i n England. 
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They next paffed Boufh, a village on the weft-fide of 
the nile, two miles fouth of Mienuiah ; and, a little fur
ther, Beni A l i , where they faw for a minute the moun
tains on the right or weft fide of the Nile , running in a 
line nearly fouth, and very high. About five miles from 
Boufh is the village of Maniareifh on the eaft fide of the 
river, and here the mountains on that fide end. 

The country all around is well cultivated, and feemed 
to be of the utmoft fertility ; the inhabitants were better 
cloathed, and feemingly lefs miferable and oppreffed, 
than thole they left behind in the places near Cairo. The 
Ni l e was very lhallow at Beni Suef. and the current 
ftrong. They touched feveral times in the middle of the 
ftream, and came to anchor at Baha, about a quarter of 
a mile above Beni Suef, where they paffed the night. 

They were told to keep good watch here all night, 
that there were troops of lobbers on the calf-fide of the 
water, who had lately plundered fome boats, and that 
the cacheff either dared not, or would not give them any 
aftiftance. They indeed kept flncl watch, but faw no 
robbers, and were no other way molefted. 

The 18th they had fine weather and a fair wind. St i l l 
M r . Bruce'thought the villages were beggarly, and the 
conftant groves of palm-trees fo perfectly verdant, did 
not compenfate for the penury of the fown land, the nar-
rownefs of the valley, and barrennefs of the mountains. 

They arrived in the evening at Zohora, about a mile 
fouth of Eifa. It confifted of three plantations of dates, 
and was five miles from Miniet , and there they paffed 
the night. 

The wind was fo high they fcarcely co ,ld carry their 
fails ;. the current was ftrong at bhekh Teminc, and the 
violence with which they went through the water was 
terrible. The Rais to'.d M r . Bruce, that they fhould have 
flackened their fails, i f it had not been, that, feeing him 
curious about the conftruclion of the veffel and her parts, 
and as they were in no dancer c f ftriking, though the 
water was low, ke wanted to ihew him what fire could 
do. 

They paffed-by a number of villages on the weftern 
fliore, rhe caftern feeming to be perfectiy unpeopled 
Fir ft, Fefhne, a considerable place ; then Minie t , a large 
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town, which had been fortified towards the water, at lead 
there were fome guns there. A rebel Bey had laken pof-
fe'.Iion of i t , and it was ufual to flop here, the river being 
both narrow and rapid ; but the Rais was in great fpi-
rits, and refolved to hold his wind , as M r . Bruce had 
defiredhim, and no bodv made them any lignal fromihore. 

They came to a village called Rhoda, whence they 
faw the magnificent ruins of the ancient city of A n t i -
nous, built by Ad i i an . Unluckily M r . Bruce knew no
thing of thefe ruins when he left Cairo, and had taken 
no pains to provide himlelf with letters of recommenda
tion as he could cauTy have done. 

M r . Bruce afked the Rais what fort of people they 
were ? H e faid that the town was compofed of very bad 
Turks , very bad Moors , and very bad Chrillians ; that 
feveral devils had been feen among them lately, who had 
been difcovered by being better and quieter than the reft. 
The Nubian geographer informs us, that it was from this 
town Pharaoh brought his magicians, to compare their 
powers with thofe of Mofes ; an anecdote worthy that 
great hiftorian. 

Our traveller told the Rais, that he muff, of necefflty, 
go aihore. He did not feem to be fond of the expedi
tion ; but hauling in his main-fail, and with his fore-
fail full , flood S. S. E . directly under the Ruins. I n 
a fliort time they arrived at the landing-place ; the banks 
were low, and they brought up in a kind of bight or fmall 
bay, where there was a flake, fo their veffel touched very 
little, or rather fwung clear. 

Abou Cuffi's fon Mahomet, and the Arab, went on 
fhore, under pretence of buying fome provifion, and to 
fee how the land lay ; but after the character they 
had of the inhabitants, all their fire arms were brought 
to the door of the cabin. In the mean time, partly 
with his naked eye, and partly with his glafs, M r . 
Bruce was enabled to contemplate the Ruins atten
tively, which filled him with altonifhment and admira
tion. The columns of the angle of the portico were 
Handing fronting to the north, part of the tympanum, 
cornice, frize, and architrave, all entire, and very much 
ornamented ; thick trees hid what was behind. The co
lumns were of the largcft fize and fluted; the capitals 
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Corinthian, and in all appearance entire. They were of 
white Parian marble probably, but had loft the extreme 
whitenefs, or polifh, of" the Antinousat Rome, and were 
•hanged to the colour of the fighting gladiator, or ra
ther to a brighter yellow. He few indiftindVly, alfo, a-
triumphal arch, or gate of the town, in the very fame 
ftyle ; and fome blocks of very white fhiningftone which 
feemed to be alabafter. 

M r . Bruce and thofe who remained with him in the 
boat were on a hidden'alarmed by hearing a violent dif-
pute between the two who went on fhore and the inhabi
tants. Upon this the Rais ftripping, flipped off the rope 
from the ftake, and another of the Moors ftruck a ftrong 
perch or pole into the river, and twifted the rope round 
at. They were in a bight, or calm place, fo that the 
ftream did not move the boat. 

Mahomet and the Moor came prefently in fight; the 
people had taken Mahomet's turban from him, and they 
were apparently on the very worft terras. Mahomet c r i 
ed to our travellers that the whole town was coming, 
and getting near the boat, he and the Moor jumped im 
with great agility. A number of people was affembled, 
and three fhots were fired into the boat, very quick ly , 
the one after the other. 

M r . Bruce cried out in A r a b i c , " Infidels, thieves, and 
robbers 1 come on, or we fhall prefently attack you r " 
upon which he immeadiately fired a fhip-blunderbufa. 
with piftol fmall bullets, but with little elevation, among 
the bufhes, fo as not to touch them. The three or four 
men that were neareft fell flat upon their faces, and flid 
away among the bufhes on their bellies, and they faw 
no more of them. 

They now put their veflel into the ftream, filled their 
fore-fail and flood off, Mahomet crying, ** Be upon your 
guard, i f you are men, we are Sanjack's foldiers, and 
w i l l come for the turban to-night." Mere they neither 
heard nor faw. 

They were no fooner out of their reach, than the Rais,. 
filling his pipe, and looking very grave, told M r . Bruce 
to thank G o d , that our traveller was in the veffel with 
fuch a man as he was, as it was owing to that only he 
efcaped from being murdered a-fhpre, " Certainly, 
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HafTan, (faid M r . Bruce) under G o d , the way of efcap. 
*ng from being murdered on land, is never to go out o f 
the boat; but don't you think that my blunderbufs was 
as effectual a mean as your holinefs ? Te l l me, Mahomet, 
What did they do to you ?" He faid, they had not feen 
them come in , but had heard of them ever finee they 
were at Metrahenny, and had waited to rob or murder 
them ; that upon now hearing they were come, they had 
all ran to their houfe6 for their arms, and were coming 
down, immediately, to plunder the boat; upon which he 
and the Moor ran off, antl being met by thefe three peo
ple, and the boy, on the road, who had nothing in their 
hands, one of them fnatched the turban off. He l ike-
wife added, that there were two parties i n the town ; one> 
i n favour of A l i Bey , the other friends to a rebel Bey 
who had taken M i n i e t ; that they had fought two or three 
days ago, among themfelves, and were going to fight a-
gain, each of them having called Arabs to their affiii-
ance. 

HafTan and his fon Mahomet were violently exafper-
ated, and nothing would ferve them but to go in again 
near the fhore, and fire all the guns and blunderbuffes a-
mong the people. But, befides that M r . Bruce bad no 
inclination of that k ind , he was very loth to fruftrate the" 
attempts of fome future traveller, who might add this to. 
the great remains of architecture preferved already. 

A t Reremont there arcagreat number of Perfian wheels, 
to draw the water for the fugar canes, which belong to 
Chriftians. The water th is brought up from the river 
runs down to the plantations, below or behind the town, 
after being emptied on the banks above ; a proof that 
here the defcent from the mountains is not an optic faU 
lacy, as a former writer fays. 

They paffed Afhmounein, probably the ancient Lato-
polis, a large town, wh ; ch gives the name to the pro
vince, where there are magnificent ruins of Egyptian ar-
chitedturc; and after they came to Melawe, larger, bet
ter built, and better inhabited than Afhmounein, the re
sidence of the CachefF. Mahomet Aga was there at that 
time with troops from Cairo; he had taken Miniet, and, 
hy the friendfliip gf Shekh Hamam, the great Arab, go-
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•vcrnor of Upper Egypt, he kept all the people on that 
fide of the river in allegiance to A l i Bey. 

Our traveller here received about a gallon of brandy, 
and a jar of lemons and oranges, preferved in honey ; 
both very agreeable. Likewiie a Iamb, and fome gar
den-fluffs. Among the fwcetmcats was fome horfc-rad-
dilh preferved like ginger, which certainly, though it 
might be wholefome, was the very worft fluff ever tailed. 
M r . Bruce gave a good fquare piece of it, well wrapped 
in honey, to the Rais. who coughed and (pit half an hour 
after, crying he was poifoncd. 

They palfcd the Moi l e , a fmall village with a great 
number of acacia trees intermixed with the plantations of 
palms. Thefe occafion a pleafing variety, not only from 
the difference of the fhape of the tree, but alfo from the 
colour and diverfity of the green. 

On the 2 c t h , early in the morning, they again fet fail 
and paffed feveral villages, t i l l at length they reached 
Siout, where the wind turned directly fouth, fo they were 
obliged to flay at T ima the reft of the 2 0 t h , where M r . 
Bruce went on fhore. It is a fmall town, furrounded 
Jike the reft with groves of palm trees. The Ni le is here 
full of fandy iflands. Thofe that the inundation has firft 
left are all fown, and ate chiefly on the eaft. The o-
thers on the weft were barren and uncultivated j all of 
them moftly compofed of fand. 

The 2 i f t , in the morning they came to Gawa, where 
is the fecond fcene of ruins of Egyptian architecture, af
ter leaving Cairo. M r . Bruce immediately went on 
fhore, and found a fmall'temple of three columns i n 
front, v. uh the capitals entire, and the columns in feveral 
Separate pieces. They feemed by that, and their flight 
proportions, to be of the moft modern of that fpecies o f 
building; but the whole were covered with hieroglyphics, 
the old ftory over again, the hawk and the ferpent, the 
man fitting with the dog's head, with the perch, or mea
suring rod ; in one hand, the hemisphere and globes with 
wings, and leaves of the bananatree, as is fuppofed, in 

;'' the other. The temple is filled with rubbifh and dung 
of cattle, which th Arabs bring in here to fhelter them 
from the heat, 
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O n the 2?d, at night, they arrived at Aehmim; M r , 
Bruce landed with his quadrant and instruments, with a 
view of obfening an eclipfe o f the moon ; but, imme
diately after her ri l ing, cloads and milt fo effectually co
vered the whole heavens, that it was not even poffible to 
catch a liar of any fize paffing the meridian. Aehmim is a 
very considerable place. 

The 2 4 t h of December, they left Aehmim, and came 
to the village Shekh A l i on the weft, two miles and a 
quarter diftant. They then paffed Hamdi, and feveral 
other villages ; and the next morning, the 2 5 t h , impati
ent to vifit the greatelt, and moft magnificent fcene o f 
ruins that are in Upper Egypt, they fet out from Beliani, 
and, about ten o'clock in the forenoon, arrived at Den-
dera. Although they had heard that the people of this 
place were the very worft in Egypt, they were not very 
apprehensive. They had two letters from the Bey, to 
two very principal men there, commanding them, as they 
would anfwer with their lives and fortunes, to have a 
fpecial care that no mifchief befel them ; and likewife a 
very preffing letter to Shekh Hamam at Fourfhout. i n 
whofe territory they were. 

Dendera is a considerable town at this day, all cover
ed with thick groves of palm trees, the fame that Juvenal 
defcribes it to have been in his time. A mile fouth of 
the town are ruins of two temples, one of which is fo 
much buried under ground, that little of it is to be feen; 
but the other, which is by far the moft magnificent, is en
tire, and acceffible on every fide. It is alfo covered with 
hieroglyphics, both within and without, all i n relief; 
and of every figure, Simple and compound, that ever has 
been published, or called an hieroglyphic. 

The form of the building is an oblong fquare, the 
ends of which are occupied by two large apartments, or 
veftibules, Supported by monftrous columns, all covered 
with hieroglyphics likewife. Some are in form of men 
and beafts ; fome feem to be the figures of inftruments 
of facrifice, while others, in a fmaller fize, and lefs dif-
tincl form, feem to be inscriptions in the current hand of 
hieroglyphics. They are all finished with care. 

The capitals are of one piece, and confift of four huge 
human heads, placed back to back againft one another, 
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with bat's ears, and an ill-imagined, and worfe executed, 
fold drapery between them. Above thefe is a large ob
long fquars block, ftill larger than, the capitals, with four 
flat fronts, dtfpofed like pannels, that is with a kind of 
fquare border round the edges, while the faces and fronts-
are filled with hieroglyphics; as are the walls and ciel-
ings of every part of the temple. Between thefe two a-
partments in the extremities, there are three other apart
ments, refembling the firft, i n every refpecl, only that 
they are fmaller. The whole building is of common 
white flone, from the neighbouring mountains, only thofe 
two, in which have been funk the pirns for hanging the 
outer doors, (for it feems they had doors even in thofe 
days) are of granite, or black and blue porphyry-

The top of the temple is flat, the fpouts to carry off 
the water are monftrous heads of fphinxes ; the globes 
wi th wings, and the two ferpents, with a kind of fhield 
or breaft-plate between are here frequently repeated, 
fuch as we fee them on ihe Carthaginian medals. 

The hieroglyphics have been painted over, and great 
part of the colouring yet remains upon the ftones, red, 
in all its fhades, efpecially that dark dufky colour called 
Tyrian purple; yellow, very frefh; fky-blue (that is, 
near the blue of an eaftern fky, feveral fhades lighter than 
ours) ; green of different fhades ; thefe are all the co
lours preferved. 

A little before our traveller came to Dcndera, they 
faw the firft crocodile, and afterwards hundreds, ly ing 
upon every i fhnd, l ike large flocks of cattle; yet the 
inhabitants of Dendera drive their beads of every kind 
into the river, and they ftand there for hours. The girla 
and women too, that come to fetch water in jars, ftand up 
to their knees in the water for a considerable time ; and 
i f may we guefs by what happens, their danger is full as 
little as their fear, for none of them, as far as our travel
lers could learn, had been bitten by a crocodile. H o w 
ever, i f the Denderites were as keen and expert hunters-
of Crocodiles, as fome hiftorians tell us they formerly 
were,there is furely no part of the Ni l e where they would 
have better fport than here, immediately before their 
own city. 
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M r , Bruce, having viewed the ruins, proceeded to 
Furfhout, and went to the convent of Italian Friars 
who, like thofe o f Aehmim, are of the order of the re
formed Francifcans. 

Furfhout is i n a large and cultivated plain. It is, 
nine miles over to the foot of the mountains, all fown 
with wheat. There are, likewife, plantations of fugar 
canes. The town, a s- they faid, contains above 1 0 , 0 0 0 
people, but this computation is perhaps rather exagge
rated. 

While our travellers were at Furfhout, there happen
ed a very extraordinary phaenomenon. It rained^ ther 
whole night, and t i l l about nine o'clock next morning 
when the people began to be very apprehenfwe left the 
whole town fhould be deilroyed. It is. a perfect pro
digy to fee rain here ; and the prophets faid i t portend
ed a diffolution o f gov*rnment, which was juftly v e r i 
fied foon afterwards, and at that time indeed was ex
tremely probable. 

They left Furfhout the 7 t h of January, 1769* e a r ! y 
in the morning. They had not hired their boar farther 
than Furfhout; but the good terms which fubfifted be
tween M r . Bruce and the faint, his- Rais, made an ac
commodation very eafy to carry them farther. H e 
now agreed for 4 I . to carry them to Syene and down-
again; but, i f he behaved well, he expecfed a trifling, 
premium. •« A n d , i f you behave i l l , HafTan, (faid 
M r . Bruce} what do you think you deferve?"—M T o 
be hanged, ( faid he) I deferve, and defire no better." 
. The wind at firft was but fcant; however, it freffi-

ened up towards noon, when they paffed a large town 
called H o w , on the weft fide of the N i l e . About 
four o'clock in the afternoon they arrived at E l G o u r n i , 
a fmall village, a quarter of a mile diftant from the 
N i l e . It has in it a temple of old Egyptian archi
tecture. M r . Bruce thinks, that this, and the two 
adjoining heaps of ruins, which are at the fame dif-
tance from the N i l e , probably might have been part 
of the ancient Thebes. 

Nothing remains of the ancient Thebes but four pro
digious temples, all of them in appearance more ancient*, 
but neither fo entire, nor fo magnificent, as thofe of 
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Dendera. The temples at Medinef Tabu are the mod 
elegant of thefe. '1 he hieroglyphics are cut to the 
depth of half-a-foot, in feme places, but we have fti 11 
the fame figures, or rather a lefs variety, than at Dcn-
dcra. . 

A number of robbers, who much refemble our g y p -
fies, live in the holes of the mountains above Thebes. 
1 hey are ail out-laws, and punilhed with death ifelfc-
where found. Ofman Bey, an ancient governor of Girge, 
unable to fuffer any longer the di(orders committed by 
thefe people, ordered a quantity of dried faggots to be 
brought together, and, with his foldicrs, took poffef-
fion of the face of the mountain, where the grcateft, 
number of thefe wretches were : He then ordered all 
their caves to be filled with this dry brufhwood, to 
which he fet fire, fo that moft of them were deftroyed ; 
but they h?ve fince recruited their numbers, without 
changing their manners. 

About half a mile north of EI G o u m i , are the mag
nificent, ftupendous fepulchres of Thebes. The moun
tains of the Thebaid come clofe behind the town ; they 
are not connected with each other in ridges, but ftand 
infulated upon their bafes; fo that you can get round 
each of them. A hundred of thefe, it is faid, are 
excavated into fepulchral, and a variety of other apart
ments. 

Luxor , and Carnae, which is a mile and a quarter 
below it , are by far the largeft and moft magnificent 
fcenes of ruins in Egypt, much more entenfive and ftu
pendous than thofe of Thebes and Denderaput together. 

There are two obclifks here of great beauty, and in 
good prefervation: they are lefs than thofe at Rome, 
but not at all mutilated. The pavement, which is 
made to receive thefhadow, is to this day fo horizontal, 
i t might ftill be ufed in obfervation. 

A t Carnac they faw the remains of two vaft rows of 
fnhinxes, one on the right-hand, the other on the left, 
(their heads were mouly broken ) and, a little lower, a 
number as it fhould feem of termini. They were com-
pofed of bafaltes, with a dog or lion's head, of Egypti
an fculpture. They flood in lines likewife, as i f intend
ed as an avenue to fome principal building. 
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O n the 17th, OUT travellers left Luxor , and failed 
with a very fair wind, and in great fpirits. In the 
evening, they came to an anchor on the eaflern fhore 
nearly oppofite to Efne. They palTed over to Efne next 
morning. It is the ancient Latopolis, and has very 
great remains, particularly a large temple, which though 
the whole <>f it is of the remoteft antiquity, feems to 
have been built at different times, or rather out of the 
ruins of different ancient buildings. The hieroglyphics 
upon this are very i l l executed, and are not painted. 
The town is therefidence of an Arab Shekh, and the i n 
habitants are a very bad fort of people ; but as M r . 
Bruce was dreffed like an Arab, they did not moleft, 
becaufe they did not know him. 

O n the i3th, they left Efne, and paiTed the town of 
Edfu, where there are likewife confiuerable remains of 
Egvptian architecture. 

The wind failing, they were obliged to flop in a 
very poor, defolate, and dangerous part of the Nile', 
called Jibbel el Silfelly, where a boom, or ch^in, was 
drawn acrofs the river, to hinder, as is fuppofed, the 
Nubian boats f;om committing piratical practices i n 
Egypt lower down the ltream. 

About noon, they paffed Coom Ombo, a round 
building like a cattle, and then arrived at Daroo, a 
referable manfion, unconfcious that, fome years after, 
they were to be indebted to that paltry village for the 
man who was to guide them through the defert, and 
refiore them to their native country and their friends. 

On the 2 0 t h , they failed with a favourable wind t i l l 
about an hour before fun-rife, and about nine o'clock 
came to an achor on the fouth end of the palm groves, 
and north end of the town of Syene, nearly oppofite to 
an ifiand in which there is a fmall handfotne Egyptian, 
temple, pictty entire. It is the temple of ChfyhrSy 
where formerly was the Nilometer. 

Adjoining to the palm trees was a very good comfort
able houfc, belonging to Huifein Schourbatchie, the 
man thar lifed to be fent from that place to Ca i ro , to re
ceive the pay of the janiffarics in garrifon at Syene, upon 
whom too M r . Bruce had credit tor a very fmall fum. 
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They palled out at the fouth gate-of the town, into the 
firft fir, all fandy plain. A v e r y little to the left there 
are a number of tomb ftoncs with lnfcnptions in the Cu-
fic character, which travellers erronenuily have calico an 
unkncivn language and letters, al'hough it was the onlv 
letter and language known to Mahomet, and the molt 
learned of his Feci in the firft ages. 

After patting the tomb-ftones without the gate, they 
came to a plain about five miles long, bordered on the 
left by a lu l l of no confiderable height, and fandy like the-
plain, upon which are feen fome ruins, more modern thart; 
thofe Egvptian buildings already defcr'.bed. 1 hey fecrn» 
ir.deed to be a mixture of all kinds and ag , 

The diftance from the gate of the town to Termiffi, 
or Marada, the fmall villages on the cataract, is exactly 
fix Englifh miles. After the defcription already given 
o f this cataract in fome authors, a travcUer has reafon to 
be furprifed, when arrived on its banks, to find that vefi. 
fels fail up the cataract, and confequently the fail can* 
not be fo violent as to deprive people of hearing. 

The bed of the river, occupied by the water, was not-
then half a mile broad.. It is divided into a number o t 
fmall channels, by large blocks of granite, from thirty to. 
forty feet high. The current, confined for a long courfe 
between the rocky mountains of Nubia, tries to expand 
itfelf with great violence. Finding, in every part before 
i t , oppoiiticn from the rocks of granite, and forced back 
by thefe, it meets the oppofite currents. The chafing of 
the water againft thefe huge obftacles, the meeting of the 
contrary currents one with another, creates fuch a vio
lent ebullition, and makes fuch a.noifc and difturbed ap
pearance, that it fills the mind with confufion, rather than 
terror. 

On the 2 2 d , 2 3 d , and 24th of January, our travellers 
being at Syene, in a houfe immediately caft of, the fmall 
ifiand in the N i l e , by a mean of three obfervations of 
the fun in the meridian, M r . Bruce concluded the lati
tude of Syene, to be 24. 0 o" 4 5 " north. 

As M r . Bruce was now about to launch into that part 
©f his expedition, in which he was to have no further 
intercourfe with Europe, he fet himfelf to work to ex
amine all his obfervations, and put his journal in fuch. 
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forwardnefs by explanations, where needful, that the 
labours and pains he had hitherto been at, might not be 
totally loft to the public, i f he ftiould perifh. in the jour
ney he had undertaken, which, every day, from all i n 
formation he could procure, appeared to be more and 
more dcfparate. 

Having finilhed thefe, at leaft fo far as to make them 
intelligible to others, he conveyed them to his friends 
at Cairo, to remain in their cuftody til l he fhould return, 
or news come that he was otherwifc difpofed of. 

O n Thurfday, the 16th of February, 1769, M r . Bruce 
heard the caravan was ready to fet out for Kenne, the 
Ctcnc Emporium of antiquity. A l l the way from Ken-
ne, clofe to their left, were defert hills, on which not 
the leaft verdure grew, but a few plants of a large Spe
cies of Solanum, called Burrumbuc. 

O n the 17th, at eight o'clock in the morning, M r * 
Bruce, having mounted his fervants all on horfeback, 
and taken the charge of their own camels, (for there was 
a confufion in their caravan not to be defcribed, and the 
guards they knew were but a fet of thieves) they advan
ced flowly into the defert. There were about two hun
dred men on horfeback, armed with firelocks ; all of them 
lions, i f you believed their word or appearance ; but our 
travellers were credibly informed, that fifty o f the A -
rabs, at firft fight, would have made thcle heroes fly 
without any bloodfhed. 

Our travellers' road was all the way in an open plain, 
bounded by hillocks of fand, and fine gravel, perfectly 
hard, and not perceptibly above the level of the plain 
Country of Egypt. About twelve mites diftant there 
is a ridpc of mountains of no confiderable height, per
haps the moft barren in the world. Between thefe their 
road lay through plains, never three miles broad, but 
without trees, fhrubs, or herbs. There are not even the 
traces at* any l iving creature, neither ferpent nor l izard , 
antelope nor oftrich, the ufual inhabitants of the moft 
dreary deferts. There is.no fort of water on the furface, 
brackifn or fweet. Even the birds feem to avoid the 
place as pcftilential, not one being feen of any kind fo 
much as flying over. The fun was burning hot, antf, 
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upon rubbing two flicks together, in half a minute, they 
both took fire, and flamed ; a mark how near the coun
try was reduced to a general conflagration ! 

A t half part three, they pitched their tent near fome 
draw-wells, which, upon tafting, the)- found bitterer than 
foot. They had, indeed, other water carried by the 
camels in fkins. 1 his well-water had only t.nc needful 
quality, it was cold, and therefore very comfortable for 
refrefhing them outwardly. This unplcafant ftation is 
called Legeta ; here they were obliged to.pafs the night, 
and all next d a y , to wait the arrival of the caravan of 
Cus, Efne, and part of thofe of Kenne and Ebanout. 

In the evening came twenty Turks from Caramania, 
which is that part of Al ia Minor immediately on the fide 
of the Mediterranean oppofite to the coaft of Egypt ; all 
of them neatly and cleanly drefled like Turks, all on 
D f f l d s , armed with fwords, a pair of piftols at their gir
dle, and a fhort near gun ; their arms were in very good 
order, with their flints and ammunition flowed i n 
cartridge-boxes, in a very foldier-like manner. A few 
of thefe fpoke Arabic, and M r . Bruce's Greek fervant, 
Michael, interpreted for the reft. Having been inform
e d , that the large tent belonged to an Er.glifhman, they 
came into it without ceremony. 1 hey told M r . Bruce, 
that they were a number of neighbours and companions, 
who had fet out together to go to Mecca, to the Hadje r 
and not knowing the language, or cuftoms of the people, 
they had been but indifferently ufed fince they landed at 
Alexandria, part ;cularly fomewherc about Achmimj; that 
one of the Owafn, or fwimming thieves, had been on 
board of them in the night, and had carried off a fmall 
portmanteau with about 2 0 o f e q m n s i n gold; that, though 
a complaint had been made to the Key of Girge, yet no 
Satisfaction had been obtained ; and that now thay had 
heard an Englifhman was here, whom they reckoned their 
cdtrxtrymdtt, they had cirae to propofe, that they fhonhl 
make a common caufe to defend each other againft al l 
enemies.—What they meaned by countryman was this:— 
There is in Alia Minor , fomewherc between Anatolia 
and Caramania, a diftrict which they call Caz DagU, 
and tWs rhc Tutks believe was the country from which 
the Englifh ful l drew there origin ; and on this account 
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they never fail to claim kindred with the Englifh wher
ever they meet, elpecially i f they ftand in need of their 
affiltance. 

M r . Bruce fays, he cannot conceal the fecret plea-
fure he had in finding the character of his country fo 
firmly eftablifhed among nations fo diliant, enemies to 
our religion, and ftrangers to our government. Turks 
from Mount Taurus, and Arabs from the defert of L i 
bya, thought themselves unfafe among their own coun
trymen, but trufted their lives and their li i t le fortunes 
implici ty to the direction and word of an Englifhman 
whom they had never befoie teen. 

They ftaid ail the igtb at Legeta, waiting for the 
junction of the caravans, and departed the 19th at fix 
o'clock im the morning. Their journey, all that day, 
was through a plain, never leis than a milo broad, and 
•never broader than three; the hills, on their right and 
left, were higher than the former, and of a brownifh cal
cined colour, like the ftones on the fides of Mount Vefu-
vius, but without any herb or tree upon them. 

A t half part ten, they palfed a mountain of green and 
red marble, and at twelve they entered a plain called 
Hamra, where they firft obferved the fand red, with a 
purple caft, of the colour of porphyry, and this is the l ig-
nificat'on of Hamra, the name of the valley. 

M r . Bruce demounted here, to examine of what the 
rocks were compofed ; and found that here began trio 
quarries of porphyry, without the mixture of any o-
ther (tone ; but ;t was imperfect, brittle and foft. H e 
had not b*en engaged in this purfuit an hour, before 
they wer alarmed with a rcpon that the Atouni had at
tacked the rear of the caravan ; they were at the head of 
it. The lurks and bis fervants were all rawn together, 
at the foot of the mountain, and pofted as advantageouf-
ly as poliible. But it foon appear-d, that they were 
fome thieves only, who had attempted to fteal fome loads 
of corn from camels that were weak, or fallen lame, 
perhaps in intelligence with thofe of their own caravans. 

O n the 2 0 t h , at fix o'clock in the morning, they left 
Ma in el Mafarek, and, at ten, came to the mouth of the 
deities. A t eleven they began to defcend, ha\ ing had a 
v«ry imperceptible afcent fiom Kenne all the way. 
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On the 21 ft, they departed early in the morning from 
Kora im, and, at ten o'clock, they pafled feveral defiles, 
perpetually alarmed by a report, that the Arabs were 
approaching ; hone of whom they ever faw. 

A t length they arrived at Cofleir, a fmall mud-walled 
village, built upon the fhore, among hillocks of float
ing fand. It is defended by a fquare fort of hewn ftone, 
with fquare towers in the angles, which have in them 
three fmall cannon of iron, and one of brafs, all in very 
t>ad condition ; of no other ufe but to terrify the Arabs, 
and hinder them from plundering the town whea full o£ 
corn, going to Mecca in time of famine. The walls are 
not high; nor was it neceflary, i f the great guns were i n 
order. But as this is not the cafe, the ramparts are 
heightened by clay, or by mud-walls, to fcreen the fol-
•dicrs from the fire-arms of the Arabs, that might other-
wife command them from the fandy hills in the neigh
bourhood. 

The port, i f we may cal l it fo, is on the fouth-eafl of 
the town. It is nothing but a rock which runs out about 
sour hundred yards into the fea, and defends the veflels, 
which ride to the weft of it, from the north and north-eaft 
winds, as the houfes of the town cover them from the 
north-weft. There is a large inclofure with a high mud-
wal l , and, within, every merchant has a fhop or maga
zine for his corn and merchandife : little of this laft is im
ported, unlefscoarfe India goods, for the confumptiort 
o f Upper Egypt, fince the trade to Dongola and 
Sennaar has been interrupted. 

M r . Bruce-found, by many meridian altitudes of the 
•fun, taken at the caftle, that Cofleir is in lat. 2 6 0 7' f x '\ 
north ; and, by three obfervations of Jupiter's fatellites, 
he found its longitude to be 34° 4 ' 1 5 " eaft of the meri
dian of Greenwich. 

The caravan from Syene arrived at this time, efcorted 
by four hundred Ababde, all upon camels, each armed 
with two fhort javelins. The manner of their riding was 
very whimfical; they had two fmall faddles on each 
camel, and fat back to back, which might be, in their 
practice, convenient enough; but, i f they had been to 
fight with our travellers, every ball would have killed 
two of them. 
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M r . Bruce now took up his cp.arrcrs in the cattle, and 
as the Ababde had told ftrange Hones about the M o u n 
tain of Emeralds, he determined, t i l l his captain fhould 
return, to make a voyage thither. There was no pofi. 
l ibi l i ty of knowng the diftance by report ; fometimes it 
was twenty-hve Hides, fometimes it was fifty, and fome
times it was a hundred. 

H e chofe a man who had been twice at thefe moun
tains of emeralds ; and with the belt boat then in the 
harbour, on Tuefday the 14th of March, they failed, 
w i th the wind at North Eaft, from the harbour of Cof-
feir, about an hour before the dawn of day. They kept 
-coalting along, with a very moderate wind, much d i 
verted with the red and green appearances of the marble 
mountains upon the coaft. Thei r veffel had one fail, 
l ike a ftraw mattrafs, made of the leaves o f a kind of 
palm-tree, which they call Doom. It was fixed above, 
and drew up like a curtain, but did not lower with a yard 
l ike a fail ; fo that upon ftrefs of weather, i f the fail was 
furled, it was fo top-heavy, that the fhip muft founder, 
or the maft be carried away. But, by way of indemni
fication, the planks of the veffel were fewed together, and 
there was not a na i l , nor a piece of iron; in the whole 
sihip ; fo that when you ftruck upon a rock, feldom anjr 
damage enfued. 

O n the 1 cth, about nine o'clock, M r . Bruce faw a 
large high rock, like a pillar, rifing out of the fea. A t 
firft, he took it for a part of the Continent; but, as he 
advanced nearer it , the fun being very clear, and the 
fea calm, he took an obfervation, and as their fituation 
-was lat. 2 5 ° 6 ' , and the ifland about a leagke diftant, to 
the S. S. W . o f them, he concluded its latitude to be 
pretty exactly 2 5 0 3* North. This ifiand is about three 
miles from the fhore, of an oval form, rifing in the mid
dle. It feems to be o f granite; and is called, in the lan
guage of the country, J ibbel Sibergct, which has been 
tranflated the Mountain of Emeralds. Siberget, however, 
is a word in the language of the Shepherds, who, pro
bably, never in their lives faw an emerald ; and though 
*he Arabic tranflation is Jibbel Zwnrud, and that word 
bus been transferred to the emerald, a very fine ftone, 
oftener fcen fincc the difcovery of the new world, yet 
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M r . Bruce very much doubts, whether either Silergctat 
Zumrudever meant Emerald in old times. 

On the J 6th, at day-break in the morning, our 
traveller tock the Arab of ColTeir with him, who knew 
the place. They landed on a point perfectly defert; at 
firft, fandy like Coifeir, afterwards, where the foil was 
fixed, producing fome few plants of rue or abiinthium. 
They advanced above three miles farther in a perfectly 
defert country, with only a few acacia-trees fcattered 
here and there, and came to the foot of the mountains. 

A t the foot of the mountain, or about feven yards up 
£fom the bafe of it, are five pits or fliafts, none of them 
four feet in diameter, called the Zumrud JVclls, from 
which the ancients are faid to have drawn the emeralds. 
Our travellers were not provided with materials, and 
little endowed with inclination, to defcend into any one 
of them, where the air was probably bad. M r . Bruce 
picked up the nozzels, and fome fragments of lamps, 
like thofe of which we find millions in Italy ; and fome 
worn fragments, but very fmall ones, of that brittle 
green chryftal, which is the fiberget and bilur of Ethio
pia, perhaps the zumrud, the fma'agdus defcribed by 
Pliny, but by no means the emerald, known fince the 
difcovery of the new world, whofe firft character abfo-
lutely defeats its pretenfion, the true Peruvian emerald 
being equal in hardnefs to ihe ruby. 

M r . Bruce, having fatisficd his curiofity as to thefe 
mountains, without having fcen a l iving creature, re
turned to his boat, where he found all well, and an ex
cellent dinner of fifh prepared. 

About three o'clock in the afternoon, with a favour
able wind and fine weather, they continued along the 
coaft, with an eafy fail. They faw no appearance of 
any inhabitants--; the mountains were broken and point
ed, taking the direction of the coaft, advancing and 
receding as the fhore itfelf did. 1 hey continued this 
voyage, and, afrer encountering ftorms that were near
ly proving fatal to them, they arrived fafe at Coflier, 
on the iqth, about the clofe of the evening. 

On the cth of A p r i l , M r . Bruce, after having made 
his laft obfervition of longitude at Cofleir. embarked on 
board a veffel he had procured for the purpofe, and 
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failed from that port. Tt was nccefiary to conceal from 
fome of his fervants his intention of proceeding to the 
bottom of the Gu lph , leaft, rinding thcmfelves amonf 
Chriftians fo near Cairo, they might defert a voya<re of 
which they were ftck, before it was well begun. 

In the morning of the 6th, they made the JafFatcen 
Iftands. They are four in number, joined by Ihoals 
and funken rocks. They are crooked, or bent, like 
half a bow, and are dangerous for fhips failing in the 
night, becaufe there feems to be a paffage between them, 
to which , when pilots arc attending, they neglect two 
fmall dangerous funk rocks, that lie almoft in the mid
dle of the entrance, in deep water. 

O n the 9 t h , they arrived at Tor , a fmall ftraggling 
village, with a convent of Greek Monks, belonging to 
Mount Sinai. Don John de Caflro took this town 
when it was walled and fortified, foon after the dif-
cavery.of the Indies by the I'oituguefe; it has never 
fince been of any confideration. It lerves now only 
as a watering-place for fhips going to and from Suez. 
From this we have a dittincf view of the points of the 
mountains Horeb and Sinai, which appear behind and 
above the others, their tops being often covered with 
fnow in winter. 

The Rais, having difpatched his bufinefs, was eager 
to depart; and, accordingly, on the n t h of A p r i l , at 
day-break, they flood out of the hat hour of Tor . A t 
night, by an obfervation of two flars in the meridian, 
M r . Bruce concluded the latitude of Cape Mahomet to 
be 2 7 0 5 4 ' , N . It mufl beunderftood of the mountain, 
or hijh land, which forms the Cape, not the low point. 
The ridge of rocks that run along behind Tor , bound 
that low fandy country, called the Defert of Sin , to 
the eafl ward, and end in this Cape, which is the high 
land obferved at fea; but rhe lower part, or fouther-
moft extreme of the Cape, runs about three leagues off 
from the high land, and is fo low, that it cannot be 
feen from deck above three leagues. 

O n the 12th, they failed from Cape Mahomet, juft 
as the fun appeared. They paffed the ifiand of Tyrone, 
in the mouth of the Elanitic Gul f , which divides it 
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near equally into two ; or rather the north-weft fide fa 
narrower!. The direction of the Gul f is nearly north 
and fouth. 

O n the 1 5 t h they came to an anchor at E E l i a r , 
where they law high, craggy, and broken mountains, 
called the Mountains of Rnddua. Thefe abound with 
fprings of water; all fort of Arabian and African fruits 
grow here in perfection, and every kind of vegetable 
that they wil l take the pains to cultivate. It is the pa-
radife of the people of Yambo; thofe of any fubltance 
have country houfes there; but, ft range to tell, they 
ftay there hut for a fhort. time, and prefer the bare, 
dry. and burning fands about Yambo, to one of the 
fineft climates, and moft verdant pleafant countries, 
that exiils in the world. The people of the place 
told M r . Bruce, that water freezes there in winter, and 
that there are fome of the inhabitants who have red 
hair, and blue eyes, a thing fcarcely ever feen but in 
the coldeft mountains in the Eaft. 

On the 16th, about ten o'clock, they paffed a mofque, 
or Shekh's tomb on the main land, on their left hand, 
called Kubbet Yambo, and before eleven they anchored 
i n the mouth of the port in deep water. Yambo, cor
ruptly called Imbo, is an ancient city, now dwindled 
to a paltry village. Yambo, in the language of the 
country, fignifies a fountain or fpring, a very copious 
one of excellent water being found there among the 
date trees, and it is one of the ftations of the Emir 
Hadje in going to, and coming from Mecca. The ad
vantage of the port, however, which the other has not, 
and the prote6tion of the cattle, have carried »ad ing 
veffels to the modern Yambo, where there is no water, 
but what is brought from pools dug on purpofe to re
ceive the rain when it falls. 

Yambo, or at leaft the prefent town of that name, 
M r . Bruce found, by many obfervations of the fun and 
ftars, to be in latitude 24° 3 7 3 5 " north, and in long. 
3 8 0 1 6 ' 30 y yeaft from the meridian of Greenwich. 

The many delays of loading the wheat, the defire o f 
doubling the quantity M r . Bruce had been permitted to 
take, detained him at Yambo til l the 27th of A p r i l , 
very much aga:nft his inclination. For he was not a 
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little uncafy at thinking among what a banditti he l ived, 
whole daily wifh was to rob and murder him, from 
which they were retrained by fear only; and this, a fit 
o f driuikennnefs, or a piece of bad news, fuch as a 
report of A l i Bey's death, might remove in a mo
ment. Indeed they were allowed to want nothing. 
A fheep, fome bad beer, and fome very good wheat-
bread, were delivered ro them every day from the A g a , 
which, with dates and honey, and a variety of prefents 
from thofe that M r Bruce attended as a phyfidan, 
made them pafs their time comfortably enough j they 
went frequently in the b >ars to fifh at fea, and, as our 
traveller had brought with him thiee fizgigs of different 
fixes, with the proper lines, he fcldom returned without 
k i l l i ng four or five dolphins. The fport with the line 
was likewife exesllent. They had vinegar in plenty at 
Yambo ; onions, and feveral other greens, from. Rad-
dua ; and, being all cooks, they lived well. 

O n the 28th of A p r i l , in the morning, they failed 
with a cargo of wheat that did not belong to them, and 
three pailbngers, inilead of one, for whom only M r . 
Bruce had undertaken. After touching at different 
iflands, on the 3 d of M a y , they arrived at Jidda, clofe 
upon the quay, where the Officers of the Cuftom-houfe 
immediately took poffeifion of their baggage. 

The port of Jidda is vei y extemlne, confirming o f 
numbcrlefs fhoals, fmall iflands, and funken rocks with 
channels however between them, and deep water. 
Y o u arc very fafe in Jidda harbour, whatever wind 
blows, as there are numbeil-.fs fhoals which prevent the 
water from ever being put into any general mot ion ; 
and you may moor head and ilerh, with twenty an
chors' out i f you plcafe. But the danger of being l o l l , 
perhaps lies in the going in and coming out of the har
bour. Indeed the obfervation is here verified, the more 
dangerous the port, the abler the pilots, and no accidents 
ever happen. 

O f all the new things M r . Bruce, had yet feen, what 
mofl aflonifhed him was the manner in which trade was 
carried on at this place. Nine fhips where there from 
India ; fome of them worth perhaps 2oo ,oool . One 
merchant, a Turk , l iving at Mecca, thirty hours jour-
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ney off, where no Chriftian dares go, v. HIIft the whole 
Continent is open to the 1 urk for efcape, offers to pur-
chafe the cargoes of four out of nine of thefe fnios 
himfelf; another, of the fame call, comes and fays, he 
he wil l buy none, unlefs he has them all. The famplcs 
are fnewn, and the cargoes of the whole nine Chips are 
carried into the wildelt part of Arabia, by men with 
whom one would not wifh to truft ourfelves alone in the 
field. This is not al l , two India brokers oome into the 
room to fettle the price. One on the part of the India 
captain, the other on that of the buyer the Turk, 
They are neither Mahometans nor Chnltians, but have 
credit with both. They fit down on the carpet, and 
take an India fhnvl, which they carry on their fhould-
er, like a napkin, and fprcad it over their hands. 
They talk, in the mean time, on different fuljetfts, 
of the arrival of fhips from India, or of the news of 
the day, as i f they were employed in no ferious bufinefs 
whatever. After about twenty minutes fpent in hand
ling each others fingers below the fhawl, the bargain 
is concluded, fay for nine fhips, without one word 
ev<?r having been fpoken on the fubject, or pen or ink 
ufed in any Ihape whatever. There never was one in -
ftance of a difpute happening in thrfe/alcs. 

Matters are to be carried Hil l further, and the money 
is to be paid. A private Moor, who has nothing to 
fupport him but his character, becomes i efponfible for 
the payment of thefe cargoes ; his name was Ibrahim 
Saraf when M r . Bruce was theie, /'. e. Ibrahim the 
Broker. This man delivers a number of coarfe hemp
en bags, full of what is fuppofed to be money. He 
marks the contents upon the bag, and puts his feal upon 
the firing that ties the mouth of it. This is received for 
what is marked upon it, without any one ever having 
opened one of the bags, and, in India, it is current for 
the value marked upon it , as long as the bag lafts. 

Jidda, as well as all the eaft coaft of the Red Sea, is 
very unwholefome. Immediately without the gate of 
that town, to the eaftward, is a defert plain filled with 
the huts of the Bedoweens, or country Arabs, built c f 
long bundles of fpartum, or bent grafs, put together 
like fafcines. Thefe Bedoweens fupply Jidda with 
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milk and butter. There is no ftirn'ng out of town 
even for a walk, unlefs lor about half a mile, on the 
fouth fide by the fea, where there is a number of (link
ing pools of (lagnant water, which contributes to make 
the town very unwholefome. 

This place, befules being in the moft unwholefome 
part of Arabia, is, at the fame time, in the molt bar
ren and defert fituation. This, and many other incon
veniences, under which it labours, would, probably, 
have occalioned its being abandoned altogether, were it 
not for its vicinity to Mecca, and the great and fuddea 
influx of wealth from the India trade, which, once a-
year, arrives in this part, but does not continue, paf. 
ling on, as through a turnpike, to Mecca; whence xt is 
difperfed all over the eaft. Very little advantage 
however accrues to Jidda. The cuftoms are all imme
diately fent to a needy Sovereign, and a hungry fet of 
relations, dependents, and miniflers at Mecca. The 
gold is returned in bags and boxes, and panes on as 
Itpidly to the fhips as the goods do to the market, and 
leaves as lhtle profit behind. In the mean time, pro-
vifions rife to a prodigious price, and this falls upon 
the townfmen, while all the profit of the traffic is in the 
hands of ftraogers ; moft of whom, after the market is 
over, (which does not laft fix weeks) retire to Yemen, 
and other neighbouring countries, which abound in 
every fort of provifion. 

Though Jidda is the country of their prophet, yet no 
where are there fo many unmarried women, and the 
permiffion of marrying four wives was allowed in this 
diftrict in the firft inftance, and afterwards communi
cated to all the tribes. But Mahomet, in his permif
fion of plurality of wives, feems conftantly to have been 
on h ;s guard, againll fuffering that, which was intend
ed for the welfare of his people, from operating in a 
different manner. He did not permit a man to marry 
two, thiee, or four wives, unlefs he could maintain 
them. He was tnterefted for the rights and rank of 
thefe women ; and the man fo marrying was obliged 
to fhew before the Cadi , or fome equivalent officer, or 
judge, that it was i n his power to fupport them, ac
cording to their birth. It was not fo with concubines, 
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with women who were purchafed, or who were taken 
in war. Every man enjoyed thefe at his pler.fure, and 
their peril, that is, whether he was able to maintain 
them or not. From this great fcarcity of provifions, 
which is the refult of an extraordinary concourfe to a 
place almoft deftitute of the neccflaries of life, few inha
bitants of Jidda can avail themfelves of the privilege 
granted them by Mahomet. He therefore cannot marry 
more than one wife, becaufe he cannot maintain more, 
and from this caufe arifes the want of people, and the 
lar^e number of unmarried women. 

The kindnefs and attention M r . Bruce here received 
from his countrymen did not leave him as long as he was 
on fhore. They all did him the honour to attend him to 
the water edge. A l l the quay of Jidda was lined with 
people to fee the Englifh falute, and along with his veffel 
there parted, at the fame time, one bound to Mafuah, 
which carried Mahomet Abd el cader, Governor o f 
Dahalac, over to his government. 

Jidda is in lat. 2 8 " ©' 1" north, and in long. 3 9 0 16' 
4$"ea f to f the meridian of Greenwich. The weather 
there had few changes, and the general wind was north-
weft, or more northerly. This blowing along the direc
tion of the G u l f brought a great deal of damp along with 
i t ; and this damp increafes as the feafon advances. 
Once in twelve or fourteen days, perhaps, they had a 
Fouth wind, which was always dry. 

()n the 8th of Ju ly . 1760, M r . Bruce failed from the 
harbour of Jidda on board the. fame veffel as before, and 
fufferedthe Rais to take a fmall loading for his own ac
count, upon condition that he was to carry no paffen-
gers. The wind was fair, and they failed through the 
Englifh fleet at their anchors. As they had all honoured 
our traveller with their regret at parting, and accom
panied him to the fhore, the Rais was furprifed to fee 
the refpect paid tohi.s little veffel as it paffed under their 
hvige fterns, every one holding his colours, and faluting it 
with eleven guns. 

At a quarter paft eight, on the t t th , they were towed 
ro their anchorage in the harbour of Konfodah. Kon-
fodah means the town of the hedge-hog. It is a fmall 
village, confiding of about two hundred inferable houles, 
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built with green wood, and covered with mats, made of 
the doom, or palm-tree, lying on a bay, or rather a 
Ihallow bafon, in a defert wafte or plain. Behind the 
town are final! hillocks of white fund. Nothing grows 
on fhore excepting, kelp, but it is exceedingly beautiful, 
and very luxuriant; farther in there are gardens. Fifh 
is in perfeft plenty ; butter and milk in great abundance ; 
even the defert looks frefher than other deferts, which 
makes it probable that rain fometimes falls tliere. 

Kofodah is in lat. 1 9 0 7' North . It is one of the moi l 
unwholefome parts on the Red Sea, provifion is very 
dear and bad r and the water, execrable. Goats flefh is 
the only meat, and that very dear and lean. The an
chorage, from the cattle, bears north-welt a quarter of 
a mile diftant,, from ten to feven fathoms, in fand and 
mud.-

A t five in the afternoon of the 14th, they patted Ras • 
H e l i , which is the boundary between Yemen, or A -
rabia Fe l ix , and the Hejaz, or province of Mecca, the 
firit belonging to the Imam, or king of Sana, the other 
to the Shernife lately fpoken of. M r . Bruce defired his 
Rais to anchor this night clofe under the Cape, as i t 
was perfectly calm and clear, and, by taking a mean 
of five obfervations o f the paffage of fo many ftars, the 
mol l proper for the purpofe, over the meridian, he 
determined the latitude of Ras H e l i , and confequently 
the boundary of the two Mates, Hejez and Yemen, or 
Arabia Felix and Arabia Deferta, to be 1 8 0 3 6 ' n o r t h . 

Every part of the fandy defert at the foot of the 
mountains is called Tthama, which extends to Mocha. 
But in the maps t is marked as a feparate country from! 
Arabia Felix, whereas it is but the low part, or fea-
eoaft ot it, and is not ,«- feparate jurifdiction. It is 
called -fema in fcrip'atre, and derives its name from 
T'aami in Arabic, whichfignifi.es the fea-coaft. There 
is lit e water lure, as it never rains ; there is alfo no 
animal but the gazel or antelope, and but a few o f 
them. The.-e trc few birds, and thofe which may be 
found are generally blent. 

On the 18th, at leveu in the morning, they firft dif-
envered die mountains, undv which lies the town o f 
Loheia. The bay was fo flvdlow, and the tide oeing at 
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ebb, they could get no nearer than within about five 
miles of the fhore. Loheia is built upon the fouth-wefl 
fide of apeninfula. furrounded every where, but on the 
eaff, by the fea. In the middle of this neck there is a 
fmall mountain which ferves for a fortrefs, and there are 
towers with cannon, which reach acrofs on each fide of 
the hill to the fhore. Beyond this is a piain, where the 
Arabs intending to attack the town, generally affemble. 
A t Loheia they had a very uneafy fenfation, a kind of 
prickling came into their legs, which were bare, ocea-
iioned by the fait effluvia, or fleams, from the earth, 
which all about the town, and further to the fouth, is 
ftrongly impregnated with that mineral. F i fh , and 
butchers meat, and indeed all forts of provifion, are 
plentiful and reafonable at Loheia, but the water is bad. 
It is found in the fand at the foot of the mountains, 
down the fides of which it has fallen in the time of the 
rain, and is brought to the town in fkins upon camels. 
There is alio plenty of fruit brought from the moun
tains by the bed owe, who live in the fkirts cf the town, 
and fupply it with milk, firewood, and fruit, chiefly 
grapes and bananas. 

The government of the Imam is much more gentle 
than any Moorifh government in Arabia or Africa ; the 
people too are of gentler manners, the men, from early 
ages, hei"g Zt cuftdrced to trade. r l he women at Loheia 

. arc as fblicitoos to pleaie as thofe of the moil polifhcd 
rations in Europe; a-.d, though very retired, whether 
married or unmarried, they are not lefs careful of their 
drefs and perfons. A t home they wear nothing but a 
long fhift of fine cotton-cloth, fuitable to their quality. 
They dye their feet and hands with henna, not only for 
ornament, but as an a, nt, ro keep them dry from 
fweat ; they wear their (Jwna hair, which is plaited, and 
falls in long tails behind. 

On the 27th, in the evening, they parted from L o 
heia, but were obliged to tow the boat out. About 
eleven they failed with a wind at north-eafl, and palfcd 
a clutter of iflands on their left. 

After palling fome dangerous fhoals, on the 30th, at 
feven o'clock in the mornmg, with a gentle but lleadv 
wind at well, they tailed fur the mouth of the Indian 
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Ocean. The Rais b came more lively and bolder as he 
approached : is >wn coat!, and offcre to carry M r . 
Bru e for nothi i g , i f be would go home with him to 
Sheher, but he h ..1 already e tough upon his hands. 

The coaft of Arabia, all along from Mocha to the 
Straits, is a bold c air, clofe to which you may run 
without danger night or day. They continued their 
courfe within a mite of the fhore, where in fome places 
there appeared to e fmall woods, in others a fiat bare 
country, bounded with mountains a coniiderable dif-
tance. The wind frefhencd as they advanced. About 
four in the afternoon they faw the mountain which 
forms one of the Capes of the Straits of Babelrriandeb, 
in (hape rcfembling a gunner's quoin. 

The 31ft, at nine in the morning, they came to an 
anchor above Jibbel Raban, or Pilots Ifiand, juit under 
the Cape which, on the Arabian fide, forms the north 
entrance of the Straits. After getting within the 
Straits, the channel is divided into two, by the ifiand 
of Perim, Other wife called Mebunu The inmoft and 
northern channel, or that towards the Arabian,fhore, 
is two leagues broad at moft, and from twelve to feven-
teen fathom of water. The other entry is three leagues 
broad, with deep water, from t.ventv to thirty fathom. 
From this, the coaft on both fides runs nearly in a 
north.weft direction, widening as it advances, and the 
Indian Ocean grows ftraiter. The coaft upon the left 
hand is part of the kingdom of Adel , and, oil the right, 
that of Arabia Felix. 

O n the 2 d , at (im-rife, they faw land a-head, which 
they took to be the main ; bur, upon nearer approach,, 
and the day becoming clearer, they found two low 
iflands to the leeward ; one of which they fetched with 
great difficulty. They found there the itock of an old 
acacia-tree, and two or three bundles of wreck, or rot
ten fticks, which they gathered with great care ; and aH 
of them agreed, they would eat breakfaft, dinner, and 
fapper hot, inftead of the cold repair, they had made in 
the Straits. They now made feveral large fires; one 
took the charge of the coffee, another boiled the ri< e ; 
they killed four turtles, made ready a dolphin; got 
beer, wine, and brandy, and drank the King's heahh 
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i n ea: Reft, which their regimen would not allow them 
to do i n the Straits of' Babelmandeb. While this good 
chear was preparing, M r . Bruce faw with his glafs, 
firft one man running along the coaft weftward, who did 
not flop; about a quarter of an hour after, another upon 
a camel, walking at the ordinary pace, who difmount-
ed juft oppofite to them, and as he thought, kneeled 
down to fay his prayers upon the fand. They had 
launched their boat immediately upon feeing the trunk 
of the tree on the ifiand : fo they were ready, and M r . 
Bruce ordered two of the men to row him on fhore, 
which they did. It is a bay of but ordinary depth, 
with ftraggling trees, and fome flat ground along the 
coau*. Immediately behind is a row of mountains of a 
brownifh or black colour. 

M r . Bruce went on fhore at the place, and, after 
fome little intercourfe with fome of the natives, whofe 
conducf was very fufpicious, he directed the Rais to 
iland out towards Crab-ifland, and there being a gentle 
breeze from the fhore, carrying an eafy fail, they flood 
over upon Mocha town, to avoid fome rocks or iflands. 
W h i l e lying at Crab-ifland, he obferved two ftars pafs 
the meridian, and by them he concluded the latitude of 
that ifiand to be 1 3 0 2' 4 5 " Nor th . 

The wind continuing moderate, but more to the 
fonthward, at three o'clock in the morning of the 3 d , 
they pafied Jibbel el Ouree. then Jibbel Zek i r ; and 
having a fteady gale, with fair and moderate weather, 
pa fling to the weftward of the ifiand Rafab, between 
that and fome other iflands to the north-eaff, where the 
wind turned contrary, they arrived at Loheia, the 6th, 
in the morning. Loheia is in lat. 1 5 ° 4 0 ' 5 2 " north, 
and in long. 4 2 0 5 8 ' 1 5 " eaft of the meridian of Green
wich. 

Every thing being prepared for our travellers de
parture, they failed from Loheia on the 3 d of September 
1769, for Mafuah. The harbour of Loheia, which is 
by much the largeft in the Red Sea, is now fo fhallow, 
and choked up, that, unlefs by a narrow canal through 
w h e h you enter and go out, there is no where three 
fathom of water, and in many places not half that depth. 
This is the cafe with all the harbours on the eafbeoaft of 



the Red Sea, while thofe oa the weft are deep, without 
any banks ur bars before them. 

A n Abydinian, who died on board, and who had 
been buried upon their coming out from Loheia bay, 
had been fecn upon th^ bowfprit for two nights, and 
had terrified the Tailors very much ; even the Rais had 
been not a little alarmed ; and, though he could not 
directly fay that he had feen him, yet, after M r . Bruce 
was in bed on the 71b, he complained ferioufly to him 
of the bad oonfeqaences it would produce i f a gale o f 
wind was to rife, and the ghoft was to keep his place 
there; he defired him to come forward and fpeak to 
him. " M y good Rais, (faid M r . Bruce) I am exceed
ingly tired, and my head achs much with the fun, 
which hath been violent to-day. You know the Abyf-
finian paid for his paflage, and, i f he does not overload 
the fiiip, { and I apprehend he Ihould be lighter than when 
we took him on board J I do not think, that in juffice 
or equity, either you or I can hinder the ghoft from 
continuing his voyage to Abvflinia. as we cannot judge 
what ferious hufinefs he may have there.*' The Rais 
began to blefs himfelf that he did not know any thing 
of Ids affairs.—" Then, (fud M r . Bruce) i f you do not 
find he makes the veffel too heavy before, do not moleft 
him 1; becaufe, certainly, i f he was to come into any 
other part of the fhip, or i f he was to infift to fit in the 
middle of you (in the dtfpolition that you all are) he 
would be a greater inconvenience to you than- in his 
prefent poll . ' ' The Rais began again to blefs himfelf, 
repeating a verfe of the Koran ; " bifmilla fheitan re-
iem," in the name of G o d keep the devil far from me. 
*' Now, Rais, (faid M r . Bruce) i f he does us no harm, 
you wi l l lei hire iide upon the bowfprit t i l l be is tired, 
or t i l l he comes to Mafuah; for I fwear to you, unlefs 
He hurts or troubles us, I do not think 1 have any ob
ligation to get out of my bed to moleft him ; only fee 
that he carries nothing off with him." 

T i i e Rais now feemed to be exceedingly offended, 
and faid, for his part, he did not care for his life more 
than any other man on board; i f it was not from fear 
o f a gale of wind, he might ride on the bowfprit and be 
d n'd ; but that he had always heard learned people 
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couldipeak to ghoils. " W i l l you be fo good, Rais. 
(replied our traveller) to ftep forward, and tell h im, 
that I am going to drink coffee, and Ihould be glad i f 
he would walk into the cabbin, and fay any thing he 
aas to communicate to me, i f he is a Chriftian, and i f 
not, to Mahomet Gibbert i ." The Rais went out, but, 
as M r . Bntce's fervant told him, he would neither go 
himfelf, nor could get any perfon to go to the ghoft for 
him. However, here the matter ended for the prefent. 
He was indeed feen again fometimc afterwards, and was 
faid to have robbed feveral of the palfengers of part of 
their property. M r . Bruce, however, fonnd out, that 
it was not the ghoft, but fome of the failors who were 
the thieves, and, after this detection, the ghoft was 
never more heard of. 

On the 11 th, about feven in the evening, they ftruck 
upon a reef of coral rocks. Arabs are cowards in all 
fud'den -dangers; for they confider every accident as the 
wi l l of Providence, and therefore not to be avoided. 
The Arab failors were for immediately taking to the 
boat; while the AbyiTinians were for cutting up the 
planks and wood of the infide of the veffel, and making 
her a raft. A violent difputc enfued, and after that a 
battle, when night overtook them, ftill faft upon the 
rock. The Rais and Yafine, however, calmed the 
riot, when M r . Bruce begged the paffengers would hear 
him. ' " Y o u all know, (laid he) or fhould know, 
that the boat is mine ; as I bought it with my money, 
for the fafety and accommodation of myfelf and fer-
vants; you know, likewife, that I and my men are all 
well armed, while you are naked; therefore do not 
imagine that we wi l l fuffer any of you to enter that 
boat, and fave your lives at the expence of ours. On 
this veifel of the Rais is your dependence, in it you are 
to be faved or to perifh ; therefore all hands to work, 
and get the veffel off, while it is calm ; i f fhe had been 
materially damaged, fhe had been funk before now." 
They ali feemed on this to take courage, and faid, they ' 
hoped he would not leave them. He told them, i f they 
would be men, he would not leave them while there 
was a bit of the veffel together. 



The boatwas immediately launched, and one of M r . 
Bruce's fervants, the Rais, and two Tailors, were put 
onboard. They were foon upon the bank, where the 
two failors got out, who cut their feet at firft upon the 
white coral, bur afterwards got firmer footing. They 
attempted to pufh the fhip bakwards but flie would not 
move. Poles and handlpikes were tried in order to ftir 
her, but thefe were not long enough. In a word, there 
was no appearance of getting her off before morning, 
when they knew the wind would rife, and it was to be 
feared flie would then be dafhed to pieces. Other 
efforts were then ufed, and a great cry was fet up, that 
flie began to move. A little after, a gentle wind juit 
made itfelf felt from the eaft, and the cry from the Rais 
was, " Hoift the fore-fail and put it a-back." This being 
immediately done, and a gentle breeze filling the 
fore.fail at the time, they all pufhed, and the veffel Aid 
gently off, free from the fhoal. M r . Bruce did not 
partake of the joy fo fuddenly as the others did. He had 
always fome fears a plank might have been ftar.'cd ; but 
they faw the advantage of a veffel being fewed, rather 
than nailed together, as flic not only was unhurt, but 
made very little water. 

O n the 19th of September, at five in the afternoon,, 
they came to an anchor in the harbour of Mafuah, hav
ing been feventeen days on their paffage, including the 
day they firft went on board, though this voyage, with 
a favourable wind , is generally made in three days; i t 
often has, indeed, been failed in lefs. Yet this mull 
not be wholly attributed to the weather, as they (pent 
much time in furveying the iflands. 
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T R A V E L § 

TO DISCOVER-

The S O U R C E of the N I L E , 

B O O K II . 

Account of the fir (I Ages of the hidian and African Trade— 
the f.rjt Peopling of Abyjffinia and Atbara—fomc Conjec
tures concerning the Origin of Language there. 

H O E V E R perufes the hiftory of (lie moft anci
ent nations, wi l l find the origin of wealth and 

power to have rijen in the eaft, and to have gradually 
advanced weftward, fprcading itfelfat the fame time 
north and fouth. They wi l l find the ric:ies and popula
tion of thofe nations decay in proportion as this riade 
forfakes them ; which cannot but fuggeft to every fenfi-
ble being, this certain truth, that God makes ufe ot the 
fmaUeft means and caufes to ooerate the great eft and moft 
powerful effects. Sefoftris paffed with a fleet of large 
fhips from the Arabian G u l f into the Indian ocean he 
fubdued part of India, and opened to Egypt the com
merce of that country by fea. It would appear he re
vived, rather than firft difcovered, this way o f carrying 
on the trade to the Eaft Indies, which, though ir was at 
times intermitted, was, neverthelefs, perpetually kept 
up by the trading nations themfelves, from the ports of 
India and Africa, and on the Red Sea from Edom. 



The pilots of Sefoftris were acquainted with the phe
nomena of the trade winds and monfoons. Hiftory fays 
further of Sefoftris, that the Egyptians ccnfidered him 
as their greateft benefactor, for having laid open to them 
the trade both of India and Arabia, for having overturn
ed the dominion of the Shepherd kings ; and, Iaftly, for 
having reftorcd to the Egyptian Individuals each their 
own lands, which had been wrefted from them by the 
violent hands of the Ethiopian Shepherds, during the firft 
ufurpation of thefe princes. In memory of his having 
happily accomplifiied thefe events, Sefoftris is faid to 
have built a fhip of cedcr of a hundred and twenty yards 
in length, the outfide of which he covered with plates of 
gold, and the infide with plates of lilver, and this he de
dicated in the temple to Ifis. 

The inhabitiants of the peninfula of India laboured 
under many difadvantages in point of climate. 1 he 
high and wholefome part of the country was covered 
with barren and rugged mountains : an 1, at different 
times of the year, violent rains fell in large cur. ents down 
the fides of thefe, which overflowed all the fertile land 
below ; and thefe rains were no fooner over, than tney 
were fucceeded by a fcorching fun, the effect of which 
upon the human body was to render it feeble, enervat
ed, and incapable of the efforts neceffary for agriculture. 
In this flat country, large rivers, that fcarce had decli
vity enough to run, crept flowly along, through mea
dows of fat black earth, ftagnating in many places as 
they went, rolling an abundance of decayed vegetables, 
and filling the whole air with exhalations of the moft cor
rupt and putrid k ind. Yet they had plenty of cloathing 
adapted by Providence to their climate ; fpices to pre
serve their health ; and every tree without culture pro
duced them fruit o f the moft excellent kind ; every tree 
afforded them fhade, under which they could pafi. their 
lives delightfully in a calm and rational enjoyment, by 
the gentle exercifeof weaving, at once providing for the 
health of their bodies, the neceffities of their families, 
and the riches of their country. But however piei.tiful-
ly their fpices grew, in whatever quantity the Indians 
confumed them, and however generally they wore their 
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as naturally led them to look oat for articles again!! which, 
theymight barter their fupcrHuities. 

.The filk and cotton of Jndia were white and colour-
lefs, liable to foil, and without any variety ; but Arabia 
produced gums and dyes of various colours, which were 
highly agreeable to the- taftc of the Aliatics. The bafts 
of trade, between India and Arabia, was thus laid from 
the beginning by the hand of Providence. 'I he wants 
and necellities of the one found a fupply, or balance from 
the other. 1 

In India they fixed on gold and fiver as proper re
turns for their manufactures and produce. It is not eafy 
to fay, whether it was from their hardneis or beaut- or 
what other reafon governed the mind of man in making 
this ftandard of barter. The hiftory of the particular 
tranfactions of thofe times is lo l l , i f indeed there ever 
was fuch hiftory, and, therefore, all further inquiries are 
in vain. 

M r . Bruce next proceeds to fpeak of the oi igin of cha
racters or letters. He fays, but two original characters 
obtained in Egypt. The firft was the Gcez, the fecond 
the Saitic, and both thefe were the oldeft characters in 
the world, anv. both derived from hieroglyphics. 

Thebes was built by a colony of Ethiopians from Sire, 
the city of Seir, or the Dog Star. Diodoius Siculua 
fays, that the Greeks, by putting O before Siris, had 
made the word unintelligible to the Egyptians : Siris, 
then, wasCfiris; but he was not the Sun, no more ;i.an 
he was Abraham, nor was he a real pcrfonage. He was 
Syrius, or the dog-ftar, deligned under rhe figure of a 
dog, becaufe of the warning he gave to Atbara, wdiere 
fhe firft obfervations were made at his difengaging him
felf from the rays of the fun, fo as to be viiibic to the 
naked eye. His firft appearance was figuratively com
pared to the barking of a dog, by the warning it gave to 
prepare for the approaching inundation. M r . Bruce be
lieves, therefore, this was the firft hieroglyphic ; and that 
Ifis, Olir is , and Tot, were all after inv entions relating 
to it. It is not to be doubted, that hieroglyphics, but 
not aftronomy, were invented at Thebes, where the theo
ry of the dog-ftar was particularly inveftigated, becaufe 
connected with their rural year. 

M r . 



M r . Bruce confiders that immenfe quantity of hiero
glyphics, with which the walls of the temples, and facts 
of the obelilks, are covered, as containing fo many af-
tronomical obfervations. H e looks upon thefe as the 
ephemerides of fome thoufand years, and that fuifich nt-
ly accounts for their number. 'J heir date and accuracy-
were indirputable ; they were exhibited in the moft pub
lic places, to be confulted as occafion required ; and, by 
the deepnefs of the engraving, hardnefs of the materials, 
and the thicknefs and folidity of the block itfelf upon 
which they were carved, they bade defiance at once to 
violence and time. 

M r . Bruce is fcnfiblc, that moft of the learned writers 
are of fentiments very different from him in thefe re
flects. They look for myfteres and bidden meanings, 
moral and philofophical treatifes, as the fubjec'ts of thefe 
hieroglyphics. A feeptre, they fay, is the hieroglyphic 
of a k ing . But whe:e do we meet a feeptre upon an an
tique Egyptian monument? or who told us this w<*s an 
embirm of royalty among the Egyptians at the time 
of the firft invention of this figurative writing? Aga in , 
tbeferpent with the tail in its mouth denotes the eternity 
of C o d , that he is without beginning and without end. 
This is a Chriftian truth, and a Chriftian belief, but no 
where to be found in the polytheifm of the invvntors of 
hieroglyphics. It is not with philofbphy as with aftro-
my ; the older the obfervations, the more ufe they are 
of to poftcrity. A lecture of an Egyptian prieft upon 
divinity, morality, or natural hiftory, would not pay the 
trouble at this day, of engraving it upon ftone ; and one 
of the reafons that no fuch fubjects were evei treated in 
hieroglyphics is, that in all thofe M r . Bruce ever had an 
opportunity of feeing, and very few pe pie have feen 
more, he conftantly found the fame figures repeated, 
which obvioufly, and without difpute, allude to the hif-
torv of the Nile , and its rtifferent periods of increafe, the 
mode of meafuring it, tie Etefian winds; in fhort, fuch 
obfervations as we eveiy ud} fee in an almanack, i n 
which we cannot fuppofe, that forfaking the obvious 
import, where the good they did was evident, they 
fhould afcribe different meanings to the hieroglyphic, 
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to which no key has been left, and therefore their future 
inutility mult have been foreicen. 

The word Tot is Ethiopie, and there can be little doubt 
it means the dog-flat. It was the name given to the firfl 
month of the Egyptian year. The meaning of the name, 
in the language ol the province of Sire, is an id«l, com-
pofed of different heterogeneous pieces ; it is found hav
ing this Signification in many of their books. Thus a 
naked man is not a Tot, but the body of a naked man, 
with a dog's head, an afs's head, or a ferpent inftead of 
a head, is a Tot. According to the import of that word 
it is an almacack, or feclion of the phacnomena in the 
heavens, which are to happen in the limitted time it is 
made to comprehend, when expofed for the information 
of the public ; and the more extenflve its ufe is intended 
to be, the greater number of emblems, or figns of obfer-
vation, it is charged with. 

The multitude of thefe emblems, and the frequent 
change of them*, nroduced the neceflity of contracting, 
their fize. and this again a confequentisi aiterar ;on in th«~ 
original forms; and a ftile or fmall portable inftrument, 
became all that was neceffary for hnifhing thefe fmall, 
Tots, inftead of a large graver or carving tool, employed 
in making the large ones. But men, at laft, were fo 
much ufed to the alteration, as to know it better than 
under its primitive form, and the engraving became what 
we may call the firfl: elements, or root, in preference to-
the original. 

Thefe Tots were probably what formerly the Egyp
tians called a book, or almanack ; a collection of thefe 
was probably hung up in fome confpicuous place, io i n 
form the public of the ftate of the heavens, feaions, and 
difeafes to be expected in the courfe of them, as is the 
cafe in the Engl i lh almanacks at this day.. 

Whether letters were known to Noah before the flood, 
is no where faid from any authority, and the inqui iyinto 
it is therefore ufekfs. It is difficult,, in M r . Bi ..ce's opi
nion, to imagine that any fociety, engaged in different 
occupations, could fubiift long without them. There 
feems to be lefs doubt, that they were invented, foon af
ter the difperfion, long before Mofes, and in common 
ufe among the Gentiles of his time. It feem ailo pro* 
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bable that the firft alphabet was Ethiopie, firft founded 
on hieroglyphics, and afterwards modelled into more 
current, and lefs laborious figures, for the fake of apply
ing them to the expedition of bufinefs. 

Though Mofes certainly did not invent either, or any 
character, it is probable that he made two, perhaps more, 
alterations in the Ethiopie alphabet as it then ftood, with 
a view to increafe the difference ftill more between the 
writing then in ule among the nations, and what he i n 
tended to be peculiar to the Jews. The firft was altering 
the direction, and writing from right to left, whereas, the 
Ethiopian was, and is to this day, written from left to 
right, as was the hieroglyphical alphabet. The fecond 
was taking away the points, which, from all times, muft 
have exifted and been, as it were, a part of the Ethiopie 
letters invented with them, and Mr. Bruce does not fee 
how it is poffible it ever could have been rrad without 
them; fo that, which way foever the difpute may turn 
concerning the antiquity of the application of the Ma lo -
xetic points, th* invention was no new onr, but «'»«»• c X i i i 
as early as language was written. Probably thefe altera
tions were very rapidly adopted after fhe writing of the 
law, and applied to the new ch&ra&ei ai it then flood; 
becaufe, not long after, Mofes was ordered to fubmit the-
law itfelf to the people, wh>ch would have been perfect
ly ufclefs, had not reading and the character been fami
liar to them at that time. 

It alfo appears to our traveller, that the Ethiopie 
words were always feparated, and could no; run toge
ther, or be joined as the Hebrew, and that the running 
the words together into one muft have been matter of 
choice in the Hebrew, to increafe the difference in writ
ing the two languages, as the contrary had been practifed 
in the Ethiopian language. Though there is really little 
refemblance between the Ethiopie and the Hebrew let
ters, and not much more between that and the Samari
tan, yet there is room for fufpicion, that the languages 
were once much nearer a k i n than this diftgreeiuent o f 
their alphabet promifes, and for this rcafon, that a very 
great number of words are found throughout the Old 
Teftamcnt that have really no root, nor can be derived 
from any Hebrew origin, and vet all have, in die E t h i 
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opic, a plain, clear, unequivocal origin, to and front 
which they can be tiaced without force or difficulty. 

After Thebes was deftroyed by the firft Shepherds, 
commerce, and it is probable the arts with it, fled for a 
time from Egypt, and centered in Edom, a city and ter
ritory, tho' we know little of its hiftory, at that period 
the richeft in the world. David , in the very neighbour
hood of Tyre and Sidon, calls Edom the ftrong city ; 
" W h o wi l l bring me into the ftrong city ? • Who wi l l 
** lead me into Edom : " David, from an old quarrel, 
and probably f rom the recent mitigations of the Tyrhms 
his trie.ids, invaded Edom, deftroyed the city, and dif-
perfed the people. He was the great military power 
then upon the continent; Tyre and Edom were rivals ; 
and his conqueft of that laft great and trading State, 
which he united to his empire, would yet have loft htm 
the trade he fought to cultivate, by the very means he 
ufed to obtain it, had not Tyre been in a capacity to fuc-
ceed to Edom, and to collect its mariners and artificers, 
fcr.Ttcrcd abroad by the conqueft. David took poftcflionr 
of two ports, Eloth and Ezion-gaber, from which he 
carried on the trade to Ophir and Tarfhifh, to a very 
great extent, to the day of his death. 

David was fuccceded by Solomon in his kingdom, and 
likewife in the friendship of Hiram king of Tyre. So
lomon vifited Eloth and Ezion-gaber in perfon, and for
tified them. He collected a number of pilots, (hip, 
wrights, and mariners, difperfed by his father's conqueft 
of Edom. moft of whom had taken refuge in Tyre and 
Sidon, the commercial ftates in the Mediterranean. H i 
ram fupplied him wirh failors in abundance ; but the 
failors fo furnifhed from Tyre were not capable of per
forming the fervice which Solomon required, without 
the direction of pilots and mariners ufed to the naviga
tion of the Arabian G u l f and Indian Ocean. Such were 
thofe mariners who formerly lived in Edom, whom So
lomon had now collected in Eloth and Ezion-gaber. 

Very different was the laft-mentioned navigation in all 
refpects from that of the Mediterranean, which, with 
regard to the former, might be compared to a pond, cvery 
ikie being confined with fliorcs little drftanl one from the 
other; even that fmall extent of fea was fo fuli o f iflands. 
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that there was much greater art required in the pilot to 
avoid land than to reach it. It was, bcfides, fubject to 
variable winds, being to the northward of 3 0 0 or'lati
tude, the limits to which Providence hath confined thofe 
winds all over the globe; whereas the navigation of the 
Indian Ocean was governed by laws more convenient 
and regular, though altogether different from thole that 
obtained in the Mediterranean. M r . Bruce then pro
ceeds to explain this phamomenon. 

It is known to all thofe who are ever fo little verfant 
in the hiftory of Egypt, that the wind from the north 
prevails in that valley all the fummer months, and is 
called the Etefum winds ; it fweeps the valley from 
north to fouth, that being the direction of Egypt, and 
of the N i l e , wh-ch runs through the midlt of it. The 
two chains of mountains, which confine Egypt on the 
eaft and on the well , conftrain the wind to take this pre-
cifc direction. 

We may n tarally fuppofe the fame would be the cafe 
in the Arabian Gulf, had that narrow fea been in a d i 
rection parallel to the land of Egypt, or due north and 
fouth. The Arabian Gulf , however, or what we call 
the Red Sea, lies from nearly north-weft to fouth-eaft, 
from Suez to Mocha. It then turns nearly eaft and weft 
t i l l it joins the Indian Ccean at the Straits of Babelman-
deb. The Etefian winds, which are due north in Egypt, 
here take the direction of the Gulf , and blow in that di
rection ftcadily all the fcafon, while it continues north 
in the valley of Egypt ; that is, from Apr i l to October 
the wind blows north-weft up the Arabian Gul f towards 
the Straits; and from November t i l l March, directly 
contrary, down the Arabian Gulf , from the Straits o f 
Babelmandcb to Suez and the Ifthmus. Thefe winds, 
which fome corruptly call the trad, -ivir/ds, is a very er
roneous name given to them, and apt to confound nar
ratives, and make them unintellig blc. A trade-wind 
is a wind which, all the year thiough, blows, and,has 
ever blown, from the fame point of the horrizon ; fuch 
is the f ath-well, fouth of the Line, in the Indian and 
Pacdic Ocean. On the contrary, thefe winds, of which 
we have now fpoken, are called mon/oons; each year they 
blow fix months from the northward, and the other 
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months from the fouthward, in the Arabian G u l f : While 
in the Indian Ocean, without the Straits of Babelman-
deb, they blow juft the contrary at the fame feafons ; 
that is, in fummer from the fouthward, and in winter 
from the northward, fubject to a fmail inflexion to the 
eaft and to the weft. 

It may be neceflary here to obferve, that a veffel fail
ing from Snrz or the Eianitic Gulf , in any of the fum
mer months, will find a fteady wind at north-weft, which 
wil l carry it in the oircction of the G u l f to Mocha. A t 
Mocha, the coaft is taft and weft to the Straits of Rabel-
mandeb, fo that the veffel from Mocha w i l l have varia
ble winds lor a fhort fpace,but moflly weftcrly, and thefe 
wil l carry her on to the Straits. She is then done with 
the monfoon in the Gulf, which was from the north, 
and, being in the Indian Ocean, is taken up by the mon
foon which blows in the fummer months there, and is d i 
rectly contrary to what obtains in the Gulf . This is a 
fouth-wefter, which carries the veffel with a flowing fail 
to any part in India, without delay or impediment. The 
fame happens upon her return home. She fails in the 
winter months by the monfoon proper to that fea, that 
is, with a north-eaft, which carries her through the 
Straits of Babelmandcb. She finds, within the Gulf, a 

wind at fouih-eaft, directly contrary to wdiat was in the 
ocean but then her courfe is contrary likewife, fo that 
a fouth-eafter, anfwering to the direction of the Gulf, 
carries her directly to Suez, or the Eianitic Gulf , to 
whichever way fhe propofes going. Hitherto all is 
plain, ftmple, and eafy to be undertlood ; and this was 
the reafon why, in the earlieft ages, the India trade was 
carried on without difficulty. 

The profperous days of the commerce with the Eianitic 
G u l f feemed to be at this time nearly pa ft ; yet, after 
the revolt of the ten tribes, Edom remaining to the hovife 
of David, they ftill carried on a fort of trade from the 
Eianitic Gulf, though attended with many difficulties. 
Th i s continued till the reign of Jehofaphat; but, on Je. 
horam's fuccceding that prince, the Edomites revolted 
and chofe a king of their own, and were never after fub
ject to the kings of Judah t i l l the reign of Uzziah, who 
conquered Eloth, fortified it, and having peopled it with 
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•a colony of his own, revived the old traffic. This fub-
fifted t i l l the reign of Ahaz, when Rezin king of Damaf-
cus took Eloth, and expelled the Jews, planting in their 
(bead a colony of Syrians. But he did not long enjoy this 
good fortune, for the year after, Rezin was conquered 
by Tilgath-piiefer; and one ot the fruits of this victory 
was the taking of Eloth, which never after returned to 
thej '-ws. 

The extirpation of the Edomites, the repeated wars 
and conqueft to wlvch the cities on the Eianitic G u l f 
had been {abject, all the great events that immediately 
followed one another, of courfe difturbed the ufual chan
nel of trade by the Red Sea, whofe ports were now con-
fequently become unfafe by being in poifeffion of ftran-
gers, robbers, and foldiers ; it changed, therefore, to a 
place nearer the center of police and good government, 
than fortified and frontier towns could be fuppofed to be. 
The Indian and African merchants, by convention, met 
i n Affyria, as they had done in Semiramis's time ; the 
one by the Perfian G u i f and Euphrates, the other thro' 
Arabia. Affyria, therefore, became the mart of the 
India trade in the Eaft. 

Nabopollafer, and his fon Nebuchadnezzar, brought 
a prodigious quantity of bullion, both filver and gold, 
to Babylon his capital, having plundered Tyre, and 
robbed Solomon's Temple of all the gold that had been 
brought from Ophir -} and he had, hefides, conquered E -
gypt and laid it waffe, and cut off the communication of 
trade in all thefe places, by almoft extirpating the peo
ple. Immenfe riches flowed to him, therefore, on a l l 
fides, and it was a circumftauce particularly favourable 
to merchants in that country, that it was governed by 
written laws that fcreened their properties from any re
markable violence or injuftice. 

Such was the fituation of the country at the birth of 
Cyrus, who, having taken Babylon and flain Belfhazzar, 
became mafter of the whole trade and riches of the Eaft. 
Whatever character writers give of this great prince, 
his conduct, with regard to the commerce of the Country, 
fhews him to have been a weak one; for not content 
with the prodigious profperity to which his dominions 
had arrived, by the misfortune of other nations, and 
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perhaps by the good faith kept by his fubjecls to mer
chants, enforced by thofe written laws, be undertook 
the moft abfurd and difaftrous project of molefting the 
traders themfelves, and invading India, that all at once 
he might render himfelf mafter of their riches. He ex
ecuted this fcheme juft as abfurdly as he formed i t ; for 

knowing tint large caravans of merchants came into 
Perfiaand Affyria from India, through the Ariana, ( th e 

defert coaft that runs all along the Indian Ocean to the 
Perfian Gulf , almoft entirely deftitutc of water, and 
veiy nearly as much fo of proviiions, both which cara
vans always carry with them), he attempted to enter 
India by the very fame road with a large army, the very 
fame way his prcueceiTor Semiramis had projected 1300 
years before ; and as her army had perifhed, fo did his 
to a man, without having ever met with the leaft fuc-
cefs. 

His fon and fucceffor Cambyfes, was equally unfor
tunate ; for, obferving the quantity of gold brought 
from Ethiopia into Egypt, he refolved to march to the 
fource, and at once make himfelf mafter of thofe trca-
fures by rapine, which he thought came too flow-ly 
through the medium of commerce. 

Cambyfcs's expedition into Africa obtained a cele
brity by the abfurdity of the project, by the.enormous 
cruelty and havock that attended the courfe of it, and 
by the great and very juft punifhment that clofed it in 
the end. It was one of thofe many monftrous extrava
gancies, which made up the life of the greateft madman 
that ever d-fgraccd the annals of antiquity. The bafcit 
mind is perhaps the moft capable of avarice; and when 
this paffion ha:, taken poffeflion of the human heart, it is 
ftrong enough to excite us to undertakings as great as 
any of thofe dictated by the nobleft ot our virtues. 
Cambyfes, amidft the commiffion of the moft horrid ex-
ceifes during the conqueft of Egypt, was informed that, 
from the fouth of that country, there was conftantly 
brought a quantity of pure gold, independent of what 
came Irom the top of the Arabic Gulf , which was now 
carrieu into Affyria, and circulated in the trade of his 
country, this fupply of gold belorgod prorerly and 
excluiivcly to Egypt ; and a veiy l u c a ive, thcu^h not 
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very extenfive. commerce, was, by its means, carried on 
with India. He found out that the people, poffeffinw 
thefe treafures, were called Macrobii, which fignifies 
long livers ; and that they pollened a country divided 
from him by lakes, mountains, and dcfcrts. But what 
ftII1 affected him molt was, that i n his way were a mul
titude of warlike Shepherds. 

Cambyfes, in order to make peace with the Shep
herds, fell furioufly upon the gods and temples in E -
gypt; he murdered the facred ox, the apis, deftroyed 
Memphis, and all the public buildings wheievcr he 
went. This was a gratification to the shepherds, being 
equally enemies to thofe that worshipped beafts, or lived 
in cities. After this introduction, he concluded peace 
with them in the moft folemn manner, each nation 
vowing eternal amity with the other. Notwithstanding 
which, no fooner was he arrived at Thebes (in Egypt)^ 
than he detached a large army to plunder the Temple of 
Jupiter Amnion, the greateft object of rhe worlhip of 
thefe Shepherds; which army utterly perithed without a 
man remaining, probably covered, by the moving fands. 
He then began his march againft the Macrobii, keeping 
clofe to the Nile . The countrv there being too high to 
receive any benefit from the inundation of the river, 
produced no corn, fo that part of his army died for 
want of provilion. 

A detachment from another part of his army pro
ceeded to the country of the Shepherds, who, indeed, 
furnilhed him with food ; but, csufpera'cd at the fa-
crilege he had committed againft their god, they con
ducted his troops through places where they could pro
cure no water. After fuffering all this lofs, he was not 
yet arrived beyond 2.i°, the parallel of Syene. From 
hence he difpatched ambaffadors, or fpies, to difcovcr 
the country before him, finding he could no longer 
rely upon the Shepherds. Thefe f und it full of black 
warlike people, of great fize, and prodigious ftrengrh of 
body ; •lctive, and continually exercifed in hunting 
the l ion, the elephant, and other monftrous bcalts 
which live in thefe forcfts. They fo abound with gold, 
that the moft common utenfils and tnftruments were made 
of that mctul, whi l i t , at the fame time, they were utter 
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Grangers to bread of any kind whatever ; and, not only 
fo, but their country was, by its nature, incapable of 
producing any fort of grain from which bread could be 
made. They fubfifted upon raw flefh alone, dried in 
the fun, efpecially that of the rhinoceros, the elephant, 
and giraffa, which they had flain in hunting. On fuch 
food they have ever fuice lived, and live to this day, 
and on fuch food M r . Bruce himfelf lived with them ; 
yet ftill it appears ftrange, that people confined to this 
diet, without variety or change, fhould have it for their 
characterise that they were long livers. 

The Shepherds were not at all alarmed at the arrival 
of Cambyfes's ambaffadors. On the contrary, they 
treated them as an inferior fpecies of men. Upon afking 
them about their diet, and hearing it was upon bread, 
they called it dmig, probably from having the appear
ance of that bread which the miferable Agows, their 
neighbours, make from feeds of baftard rye, which 
they collect in their fields under the burning rays of the 
fun. They laughed at Cambyfes's requisition of fub-
mitting to him, and did not conceal their contempt of 
his idea of bringing an army thither. They treated 
ironically his hopes of conqueft, even fuppofing all dif
ficulties of the defert overcome, and his army ready 
to enter their country, and counfeled him to return 
while he was well, at leaft for a time, t i l l he fhould 
produce a man of his army that could bend the bow 
that they then fent him ; in which cafe, he might con
tinue to advance, and have hope of conqueft. 

It is well known, that the Perfians were all famous 
archers. The mortification, therefore, they experi
enced, by receiving the bow they could not bend, was 
a very fenfible one, though the narrative of the quan
tity o f gold the meffengers had feen made a much 
greater impreflion upon Cambyfes. T o procure this 
treafure was, however, impracticable, as he had no 
provifion, nor was there any in the way of his march. 
H i s army, therefore, wafted daily by death and difper-
fion; and he had the mortification to be obliged to re
treat into Egypt, after part of his troops had been re
duced to the neceffity of eating each other. 

Th is 



i Trade was now attempted to be opened by Darius, 
king of Perfi-, in a much more worthy and liberal 
manner, as he fent fhips down the river Indus into tke 
ocean, whence they entered the Red Sea. It is Pro
bable, in this voyage, he acquired all the knowledge 
neceffary for eftablifhing this trade in Perlia ; fb r he 
muft have paffed through the Perfian Gulf , and along 
the whole eaftern coaft of Arabia ; he muft have teen 
the marts o f perfumes and fpices that were at the 
mouth of the Red Sea, and the manner of bartering for 
gold and fiber, as he was ncceffarily in thofe trading 
places which were upon the very fame coaft from which 
the bullion was brought. 

Alexander's expedition into India was, of all events, 
that which moft threatened the deftruttion of the c un-
merce of the Continent, or the difperfing it into differ
ent channels throughout the Eaft : Firft, by the deif ruc
tion of Tyre , which muft have, for a time, annihilated 
the trade by the Arabian G u l f ; then by his march 
through Egvpt into the country of the Shepherds, and 
his intended further ptogrefs into Ethiopia to the head 
of the Ni le . I f we may judge of what we hear of him 
in that part of his expedition, we fhould be apt not to 
believe, as others are fond of doing, that he had 
fchemes of commerce mingled with thofe of conqucfts. 
His anxiety about his own b n h at the Temple of Jup i 
ter Ammon, this firft queftion that he afked of the 
prieft, " Where the N i l e had its fourcc," feemed to 
denote a mind bufied about other objects ; for clfe he 
was then in the very place Tor information, being in 
the temple of the horned god, the deity of the Shep
herds, the African carriers of the Indian produce: a 
temple which, though in the mid ft of fand, and defti-
tute of gold or filvcr, poffelfed more and better infor
mation concerning the trade of India and Africa, than 
could be found in any other place on the Continent, 

Alexander, after having viewed the main ocean to 
the fouth, ordered NearcJins with his fleet to coaft 
along the Perfian Gulf , accompanied by part of the 
army on land for their mutual affillance, as there were a 
great many hardfhips which followed the march of the 
army by land, and much difficulty and danger attend-
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ed the {hipping as they were failing in unknown ftaj 
againSt the monfoons. Nearchus himfelf informed the 
king at Babylon of his fuccefsfui voyage, who gave 
him orders to continue it into the Red Sea, which he 
happily accomplished to the bottom of the Arabian 
Gulf . 

The wifeft princes that ever fat upon the throne 
o f Egypt were the the Ptolemies, who applied with the 
utmoit care and attention to cultviate the trade o f 
India, to keep up a perfect and friendly underffandfng 
with every country that fupplied any branch of it, and 
inftead of d isturbing ir either in Ana, Arabia, or E t h i o l 
pia, as their pre deceSforS had done, they ufed their ut
moit efforts to encourage it in all quarters. 

Ptolemy 1. was at this time reigning in Alexandria, 
the foundation of whofe grcatnefs he not only laid, but 
lived to fee il arrive at the greatcft perfection. It was 
his conllant faying, that the true glory of a king was not 
in being rich himfelf, but in making his fubje&s, fo. He , 
therefore, opened his ports to all trading nations, en
couraged Strangers of every language, protected cara
vans, and a free navigation by fea, by which, in a few 
years, he made Alexandria the great Storc-houfe of 
merchandize from India, Arabia,^ and Ethiopia. 
Ptolemy had been a foldier from his infancy, and con-
fequentlv kept up a proper military force, that made 
him every where refpected in thefe warlike and unfettlcd 
times. He had a fleet of two hundred Ships of war 
constantly ready in the port of Alexandria, the only 
part for which he had apprehenfions. A l l behind him 
was wifely governed, whilft it enjoyed a molt flourifhing 
trade, to the profperity of which peace is ncceffary. He 
died in peace and old age, after having merited the 

lorious name of Sctcr, or Saviour oj the kingdom. 
Alexandria received the current of trade with the 

greatest impetuosity, all the articles of luxury of the Eaft 
were to be found theie. Gold and Silver, which were 
fent formerly to Tyre , came new down to the Ilthmus 
(for Tyre was no more) by a much Shorter carriage, 
thence to Memphis, whence it was fent down the Ni le 
to Alexandria. The gold from the weSt and fouth parts 
of the continent reached the fame port with much lefs 
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time and rifk, as there was now no Red Sea to pafi ; 

and here was found the merchandise of Arabia and In
dia in the greater! profufion. 

Ptolemy, to facilitate the communication with Arabia, 
built a town on the coaft of the Red Sea, in the country 
of the Shepherds, and called i t Berenice% after his 
mother. This was intended as a place o f neceflary re-
frefhment for all the traders up and down ilic Gulf, 
whedier of India or Ethiopia ; hence the cargoes of 
merchants, who were afraid of loGng the monfoons, or 
had loft them, were carried by the inhabitants of the 
country, in three days, to the Nile, and there embark
ed for Alexandria. T o make the communication be
tween the Nile and the Red Sea ftill more commodious, 
this prince tried an attempt (which had twice before 
mifcarried with very great lofs) to bring a canal from 
the Red Sea to the N i l e , which he actually accomplilh-
ed, joining it to the Pelufiac, or Eaftern branch of the 
Nile. 

Ptolemy had a very powerful fleet and army, but he 
was inferior to many of the princes, his rivals, in ele
phants, of which great ufe was then made in war. 
Thefe Ethiopians were hunters, and ki l led them for 
their fubflden.ee. Ptolemy, however, wilhed to have 
them taken alive, being numerous, and hoped both to 
furnilh himfelf, and difpofe of them as an article of 
trade, to his neighbour.-. There is fomcthing r id i cu 
lous in the manner in which he exeuted this expedition. 
Aware of the diificulty of fubflfting in that country, ha 
chofeonly a hundred Greek horfemen, whom he cover
ed with coats of monflrous appearance and fize, which 
left nothing vifible but the eyes of the rider. Thei r 
horfes too were difgiriled by huge trappings, which 
took from them all proportion and ibape. In this man
ner they entered this part of Ethiopia, fprcajing terror 
ev ry here by their appearance, to wKich their 
ftrength and courage bore a ftrict proportion whenever 
they came to acf.on. But neither force nor intreaty 
could gain any thing upon thefe Shepherds, or ever 
make them change or for fake the food they had been fo 
long accu omcd to; and all the f ru t Ptolemy reaped 
from this expedition, was to build a city, by the fea-
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fide, in the fouth-caft corner of this country, which he 
called Ptolcmais t heron, or Ptolemais in the country 
of wild beans. 

Ptolemy Evergetcs, fon and fucceffor of Ptolemy Phi-
ladelphus, having provided himfelf amply with neceffa-
ries tor his army, ordered a fleet to coaft along befidc 
him, up the Red Sea; he penetrated quite through the 
country of the Shepherds into that of the Ethiopian 
Troglodytes, who are black and woolly-headed, and in 
habit the low country quite to the mountains of Abyf l i -
nia. He even afcended thofe mountains, forced the i n 
habitants to fubmiflion, built a large temple at A x u m , 
the capital of Sire, and raifed a great many obelilks, fe
veral of which areftandingto this day. Afterwards pro
ceeding to the fouth-caft, he defcended into the cinna
mon and myrrh country, behind Cape Gardefan, (the 
Cape that terminates the Red Sea, and the Indian Ocean) 
from this, crofted over to Arabia, to the Homcrites, be
ing the fame people with the Abyflinians, only on the 
Arabian fhore. He then conquered feveral of the Ara
bian princes, who firft refilled him, and had it in his 
power to have put an end to the trade of India there, had 
he not been as great a politician as he was a warrior. He 
ufed his victory, therefore, in no other manner, than to 
exhort and oblige thefe princes to protect trade, encou
rage flrangers, and, by every means provide for the fure-
ty of neutral interccurfe, by making rigorous examples 
of robbers by fea and lard. 

India, and the Indian feas, were as well known in E -
gypt as they are now; and the embafiy of Eudoxus to the 
Indies muft have been to remove the bad effects, which 
the extortions and robberies of Ptolemy V I I . committed 
upon all flrangers in the beginning of his reign, had 
made upon the trading nations. Eudoxus returned, but 
after the death of Ptolemy. The neceflity, however, of 
this voyage appeared flill great enough to make Cleopa
tra, his widow, project a fecond to the fame place, and 
greater preparations were made than for the former one. 
But Eudoxus, trying experiments probably about the 
courfes of the trade-winds, loft his paflage, and was 
thrown upon the coaft of Ethiopia; where, having landed, 
?nd made himfelf agreeable to the natives, he brought 



home to Egypt a particular defcription of that country 
and its produce, which furnifhed all the difcovery necef-
fary to instruct the Ptolemies in every thing that related 
to the ancient trade of Arabia. 

The difcovery of Spain, the poffe.Tion of the mines 
o f Attica from which they drew their filvcr, and the re
volution that happened in Egypt itfelf, feemed to have 
fuperfeded the communication with the coaft of Africa ; 
for, in Strabo's time, few of the ports of the Indian 
Ocean, even thofe neareft the Red Sea, were known. 
M r . Bruce fuppofes, that the trade to India by Egypt 
decreafed from the very time of the conqueft by Csefar. 
The mines the Romans had at the fource of the river 
Betis, in Spain, did not produce them above 15,0001. 
a-year •, this was not a fuificient capital for carrying on 
the trade to India, and therefore the immenfe riches of 
the Romans feem to have been derived from the great-
nefs of the prices, not from the extent of the trade. 
Egypt now, and all its neighbourhood, began to wear a 
face of war, to which it had been a Stranger, for fo many 
ages. The north of Africa was in conftant troubles, 
after the firft ruin of Carthage ; fo that we may imagine 
the trade to India began again, on that fide, to be car
ried on pretty much in the fame manner it had been be
fore the days of Alexander. But it had enlarged itfelf 
very much on the Perfian fide, and found an eafy, fhort 
inlet, into the north of Europe, which then furnifhed 
them a market and confomption of fpices. 

The Jews in Alexandria, until the reign of Ptolemy 
Phifcon, had carried on a very cxtcnfive part of the In 
dia trade. A H Syria was mercantile; and lead, iron, 
and copper, fupplied, in fome manner, the deficiency 
of gold and fiiver, which never again was in fuch abund
ance t i l l after the difcovery of America. But the an
cient trade to India, by the Arab i in G u l f and Africa, 
carried on by the medium of thefe wo metals, remained 
at home undiminished with the E t liopians, defended by 
large extensive deferts, and happy vith the enjoyment of 
riches and fectirity, t i l l a freih d i f >very again introdu
ced to them both partners and maft rs in their trade. 

M r . Bruce next proceeds to give fome account of the 
vifit made by the Queen of Sheba, as we erroneoufly call 
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her, and the confequences of that vifi t ; the foundation 
of an Ethiopian monarchy, and the continuation of the 
feeptre in the tribe of Judah, down to this day. 

Many have thought this queen was an Arab. But 
Saba was a feparate (late, and the Sabeans a diftincf peo
ple from the Ethiopians and the Arabs, and have con
tinued fo t i l l very lately. We know, from hifiory, that 
it it was a cuftom among thefe Sabeans, to have women 
for their fovereigns in preference to men, a cuftom which 
ftill fubfifts among their defcendents. Her name, the 
Arabs fay, was Belkis ; the Abyffinians, Mayucda, Our 
Saviour calls her Queen oj tlx S»utit without mentioning 
any other name, but gives his fanction to the truth o f the 
voyage. " The Oueen of the South (or Saba, or Azab) 
" fhall rife up in the judgment with this generation, and 
*c (hall condemn i t ; for (he came from the uttermoft. 
" parts of the earth to hear the wifdom of Solomon ; and, 
*' behold, a greater than Solomon is here." N o other 
particulars, however, are mentioned about her in fcrip-
ture. The gold, the myrrh, caflia, and frankincenfe, 
were all the produce of her own country ; and the many 
reafons Pineda gives to fhew fhe was an Arab, more than 
convince M r . Bruce that (he was an Ethiopian or Cufhite 
fhepherd. 

Whether (he was a Jewefs or a Pagan is uncertain ; 
Sahaifm was the religion of all the Eaft. It was the con
stant attendant and Humbling block of the Jews; but 
confidering the multitude of that people then trading from 
Jerufalem, and the long time it continued, it is not im
probable (he was a Jewefs. She likewife appears to have 
been a perfon of learning, and that fort of learnirg which 
was then ahnoft peculiar to Palefiioe, not to Ethiopia. 
For we f e that one of the reafons of her coming, was to 
examine whether Sob mon was really the learned man he 
was faid to be. She came to try him in allegories, or 
parables, in which Nathan inftructed Solomon. 

The annals of Abvflinia fay fhe wa.-. a Pagan when 
fhe left Azab, but being full of admiration at the fight 
of Solomon's works, fhe was converted to Judaifm in 
Jerufalem, and bore him a fon, whom Ihe called Meni -
lek, and who was their firft king. 

She 



She returned with her fori M i elek to Saba, or Azab , 
whom, afer keeping him fome yeses, fhe fent back to Ids 
father to be infracted. Solomon did net neglect his 
charge, and he was anointed and crowned king of Ethio
pia, in the temple of jerufalem, and at his inauguration 
took the name of David. _ After this he returned to 
Azab, and brought with him a colony of jews, among 
whom were many doctors of the law of Moles, particu
larly one of each tribe, to make judges in his kingdom, 
from whom the prefent Umbares (or Supreme Judges, 
three of whom always attend the king) are faid and be
lieved to be defcended. With thefe came alfo Azaria<, 
the fon of Zadok the pried, and brought with him a He
brew tranfeript of the law, which was delivered into his 
cuftody, as he bore the title of Nebrit, or High Prieft ; 
and this charge, though the book itfelf was burnt with the 
church of A x u m in the Moorifh war of Ade l , is f l i i l 
continued, as it is faid, in the lineage of Azarias, who 
are Nebrits or keepers of the church of A x u m , at this 
day. A l l Abvflinia was thereupon converted, and the 
government of the church and ftate modelled according 
to what was then in ufe at Jerufalem. 

The queen of Saba having male laws irrevocable to 
all her pofterity, died, after a long reign of forty years, 
in qS6 before Chriif, placing her fon Menilek upon the 
throne, whole poiterity, the annali of Abviimia woul 1-
teach us to believe have ever fince reigned. So far we 
mnfl indeed bear witnefs to them, that this is no new 
doctrine, but has been fteadfaftly and uniformly maintain
ed from their earlieil account of time; firft, when -Jews, 
then in Lit u- days after they had embraced Chaitianity. 

M r . Bruce then obferves, that as we are about to take 
our leave of the Jewifh reli.jion and government in the 
line of Solomon, it is here the proper place that-he ihoul.l 
add what he has to fay of the Ealalhu. The account 
they give of themfelves, which is fupported only by tra
dition among them, is, that they came with Menilek. from 
Jerufalem, fo that they agree perfectly with the Abyffi
nians in the ftory of the queen of Saba, who, thev fay, 
was a Jewefs, and her nation Jews before the time of 
Solomon ; that flie lived at Saba, or Azaba, the myrrh 
and frankincenfe country upon the Arabian gulf. They 
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lay further, that fhe went to Jerufalem, under protec
tion of Hiram king of Tyre, whofe daughter is faid in 
thexlvth Pfahn to have attended her thither; that fhe 
went not in fhips, nor through Arabia, for fear of the 
Iflimarlites, but from Azab round Mafuah and Suakem, 
and was efcorted by the Shepherds, her own fubjects, to 
Jerufalem, and back again, making ufe of her own coun
try vehicle, the camel, and that her's was a white one, 
of prodigious fize and exquifite beauty. They agree 
alfo, in every particular, with the Abyffinians, about 
the remaining part of the ftory, the birth and inaugura
tion of Mcnilek, who was their firft k ing ; alfo the com
ing of Azarias, and twelve elders from the twelve tribes, 
and other doctors of the law, whofe pofterity they de
ny to have ever apoftatifed to Chriftianity, as the Abyf
finians pretend they did at the converfion. They fay, 
that, when the trade of the Red Sea fell into the hands 
of flrangers, and all communication was fhut up be
tween them and Jerufalem, the cities were abandoned, 
and the inhabitants relinquifhed the coaft ; that they were 
the inhabitants of thefe cities, by trade moftly brick and 
tile-makers, potters, thatchers of houfes, and fuch like 
mechanics, employed in them ; and finding the low coun
try of Dembea afforded materials for exercifing thefe 
trades, they carried the article of pottery in that pro-, 
vince to a degree of perfection fcarcely to be imagined. 

Thefe people, being very induftrious, multiplied ex
ceedingly, and were very powerful at the time of the 
converfion to Chriftianity, or, as they term it, the Apof-
tacy under Abrcha and Atzbeha. A t this time they de
clared a prince of the tribe of Judah, and of the race of 
Solomon and Mcni lek , to be their fovereign. The 
name of this prince was Phineas, who refufed to aban
don the religion cf his forefathers, and from him their 
foyereigns are lineally defcended ; fo they have ftill a 
prince of the houfe of Judah, although the Abyffinians, 
by way of reproach, have called this family Bet Ifracl, 
intimating that they were rebels, and revolted from the 
family of Solomon and tribe of Judah. 

A n attempt was made, about the year 9 6 0 , by this fa-
mily to mount the throne of Abyffinia, when the princes 
of the houfe of Solomon Were nearly extirpated upon the 
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rock Darm. This, it is probably produced more ani-
mofitv and bloodfhed. A t lad the power of the Falafha 
was fo much weakened, that they were obliged to lea*e 
the fiat country of Dembea, having no cavalry to main
tain themfelves there, and to take poffeffion of the rug
ged, and almoft inacceflible rocks, i n that high ridge cal
led the mountains of Samen. A great overthrow, which 
they received in the year 1 6 0 0 , brought them to the ve
ry brink of ruin. In that battle Gideon and Judith, 
their k ing and queen, were flain. They have fince a-
dopted a more peaceable and dutiful behaviour, pay taxes, 
and are fuffered to enjoy their own government. 

The only copy of the O l d Teftament which they have, 
is in Geez, the fame made ufe of by the Abyffinian Chrif-
tians, who are the only fcribes, and fell thefe copies to 
the Jews *, and, it is very fmgular that no controverfy, or 
difpute about the text, has ever yet arifen between the 
profeflbrs of the two religions. 

Tudolf, the moft learned man that has written upon 
the fubjeel, fays, that it is apparent the Ethiopie O l d 
Teftament, at leaft the Pentateuch, was copied from the 
Scptuagint, becaufe of the many Grecifms to be found 
i n i t ; and the names of birds and precious ftones, and 
fome other palfages that appear literally to be tranflated 
from the Greek. He imagines alfo, that the prefent 
Abyffinian verfion is the work of Frumentius their firft 
bifhop, when Abyffinia was converted to Chriftianity 
under Abreha and Atzbeha, about the year 3 3 0 after 
Chrift, or a few years later. 

As the Abyffinian copy of the Holy Scriptures, in 
M r . Ludolf's opinion, was tranflated by Frumentius 
above 3 3 0 after Chrift, and the Septuagint verfion, in 
the days of Philadelphus, or Ptolemy II. above i b o 
years before Chrift, it wi l l follow, that, i f the prefent 
Jews ufe the copy tranflated by Frumentius, and, i f that 
was taken from the Septuagint, the Jews muft have been 
above 4 0 0 years without any books whatfoever at the 
time of the converfion by Frumentius: So they mull 
have had all the Jewiih law, which is in perfect vigour 
and force among them, all their Levitical obfervanccs, 
their purifications, atonments, abflincnces and facrifi-
ccs, all depending upon their memory, without writ ing, 
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at leaft for that long fpace of 4 0 0 years. Th i s , though 
not abfolutely impolfible, is furely very nearly fo. We 
know, that at Jerufalem itfelf, the feat of Jewiih law 
and learning, idolatry happening to prevail, during the 
fhort reigns of only four kings, the law, in that inter
val , became fo perfectly forgotten and unknown, that a 
copy of it being accidentally found and read by Joliah, 
that prince, upon his firft learning its contents, was fo 
aftonifhed at the deviations from it, that he apprehend
ed the immediate deit ruction of the whole city and 
-people. 

The AbyfTinianshavethewholefcripturesentirely as we 
have, and count the fame number of books ; but they 
divide them in another manner, at leaft in private hands, 
few of them, from extreme poverty, being able to pur-
chafe the whole, either of the historical or prophetical 
books of the O l d Teftament. The fame may be 
faid of the New, for copies containing the whole of it 
are very fcarce. Indeed no where, unlefs in churches, 
do you fee more than the Gofpels, or the Acts of the 
Apoftles, in one perfon's poffeffion, and it muft not be 
an ordinary man that poffefies even thefe. Many books 
o f the O l d Teftament are forgotten, fo that it is the 
fame trouble to procure them, even in churches, for the 
purpofe of copying, as to confult old records long cover
ed with dull and rubbifh. The Revelation of St. John 
is a piece of favourite reading among them There is 
no fuch thing as diftinctions between canonical and apo
cryphal books. Bell and the Dragon, and the Acts of 
the Apoftles, are read with equal devotion, and, for the 
moft part, with equal edification. The Song of Solomon 
is a favourite piece of reading among the old pricfts, 
but forbidden to the young ones, to the deacons, lay
men, and women. The Abyffinians believe, that this 
fong was made by Solomon in praife of Pharaoh's daugh
ter ; and do not think, as fome of our divines are dif-
pofed to do, that there is in it any myftery or allegory 
refpecting Chrift and the church. 

Next to the New Teftament they place the conftitu-
tutions of the Apoftles, which they call Synnodos, which, 
as far as the cafes or doctrines apply, we may fay is the 
written-law of the country, Thefe were tranflated out 
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of the Arabic. They have next a general liturgy, or 
book of common prayer, befides feveral others peculiar 
to certain fellivals, under whofe names they go. The 
next is a very large volumnious book, called Haimanout 
Abou, chiefly a collection from the works of different 
Greek fathers, treating of, or explaining feveral herefies, 
or difputed points of faith, in the ancient Greek Church. 
Tranflations of the works of St. Athanafius, St. Bazi l , 
St. John ChryfoAome, and St. C y r i l , are likewife cur
rent among them. 

The next is the Synaxar, or the Flos Sanctorum, in 
which the miracles and lives, or lies of their faints, are 
at large recorded, in four monftrous volumes in folio, 
fluffed full of fables of the moft incredible kind. They 
have a faint that wreflled with the devil in the fhape of 
aferpent nine miles long, threw him from a mountain, 
and killed him. Another faint who converted the devil , 
who turned monk, and lived in great holinefs forty years 
after his converfion, doing penance for having tempted 
our Saviour upon the mountain : what became of him 
after, they do not fay. Again, another faint, that never 
ate nor drank from his mother's womb, went to Jerufa
lem, and faid mafs every day at the holy fepulchre, and 
came home at night in the fhape of a ftork. The laft 
M r . Bruce mentions was a faint, who, being very ftck, 
and his ftomach i n diforder, took a longing for par
tridges ; he called upon a brace of them to come to him, 
and immediate y two roailed partridges came flying, and 
relied noon his plate, to be devoured. Thefe ftories are 
circumftantially told and vouched by unexceptionable 
people, and were a grievous ftumbling-block to the Je-
fuits, who could not pretend their own miracles were 
cither better eftablifhed, or more to be credited. 

The laft of this Ethiopie library is the book of Enoch. 
Upon hearing this book hrft mentioned, many literati in 
Europe had a wonderful dehre to fee i t , thinking that, 
no doubt, many fecrets and unknown hiftories might be 
drawn from it. Upon this, fome impoftor geftin' an 
Ethiopie book into his hands, wrote for the title. The 
Prophecies of Enoch, upon the front page of it. M . 
Pierifc no fooner heard of it than he purchafed it of the 
impoftor for a conflderable fum of money : being placed 
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afterwards in Cardinal Mazarine's library, where M r . 
Ludolf had accefs ro it, he found it was a Gnoftic book 
upon myfteries in heaven and earth, but which men
tioned not a word'of Enoch, or his prophecy, from be, 
ginning to end ; and, from this difappointment, he takes 
upon him to denv the exiftence of any fuch book any 
where clfe. This, however, is a miftakc; for, among 
the articles M r . Bruce configned to the library at Paris, 
was a very beautiful and magnificent copy of the prophe
cies of Enoch, in large quarto; another is amongft the 
books of fcripture which he brought home, Handing im
mediately before the book of Job, which is its proper 
place in the Abyflinian canon ; and a third copy he pre-
fented to the Bodleian library at Oxford. 

The Abyflinian annals mention an expedition to have 
happened into the farthelt part of Arabia Felix, which 
the Arabian authors, and indeed Mahomet himfelf in 
the Koran calls by the name of the War of the Elephant, 
and the caufe of it was as follows : There was a temple 
nearly in the middle of the peninfula of Arabia, that 
had been held in the greatefl veneration tor about 1400 
years. The Arabs fay, that Adam, when ihut out of 
paradife, pitched his tent on this fpot; while Eve, from 
fome accident or other, died and was buried on the (bore 
of theRedSea, at Jidda. T w o days journey call from 
this place, her grave, of green fods about fifty yards in 
length, is (hewn to this day. In this temple alfo was a 
black flone, upon which Jacob faw the vifion mentioned 
in fcripture, of the angels defceuding, and afcending 
into Heaven. It is likewife faid, with more appearance 
of probability, that this temple was built by Sefoftris, in 
his voyage to Arabia Felix, and that he was worihipped 
there under the name of Oflris. 

This tower, and idol, being held in great veneration 
by the neighbouring nations, fuggefted the very natural 
thought of making the temple the market for the trade 
from Africa and India. They chofe this town in the 
heart of the country, acceflible on all fides, and com
manded on none, calling it Becca, which figniflcs the 
Houfe ; though Mahomet, after breaking the idol and 
4edicating the temple to the true G o d , named it Mecca, 

under 



under which name it has continued, the centre or threat 
mart of the India trade to this day. 

Abreha, in order to divert this trade into a channel 
more convenient for his prefent dominions, built a very 
large church or temple, in the country of the Homerites, 
and nearer the Indian Ocean. T o encourage alfo the 
refort to this place, he extended to it al l the privileges, 
protection, and emoluments, that belonged to the Pagan 
temple of Mecca. 

Among the various tribes of Arabs, one called Beni 
Koreifh, had the care of the Caba, the name by which 
the round tower of Mecca was called. Thefe people 
were exceedingly alarmed at the profpect of their temple 
being at once deferred, both by its votaries and mer
chants, to prevent which, a party of them, in the night, 
entered Abreha's temple, and having firil burned what 
part of it could be confumed, they polluted the part that 
remained, by befmearing it over with human excrements. 

So grofs an affront could not be paffed unnoticed by 
Abreha, who, mounted upon a white elephant, at the 
head o f a confiderable army, refolved, in return, to de-
ilroy the temple o f Mecca, and with tins intent laid fiege 
to that place. Abou Thaleb was then keeper of the Caha, 
who had intereft with his countrymen the Beni Koreifh 
to prevail upon them to make no refifbmce, nor fhew any 
figns of wifhing to make a defence. He had prefented 
himfelf early to Abreha upon his march. There was a 
temple of Ofiris at Taief, which, as a rival to that of 
Mecca, was looked upon by the Beni Koreifh with a 
jealous eye. Abreha was fo far mifled by the intelli
gence given him by Abou Thaleb, that he rniffook the 
Temple of Taief for that of Mecca, and razed it to the 
foundation, after which he prepared to return home. 

Being foon afterwards informed of his miflake, and 
not repenting of what he had already done, he refolved to 
deftroy Mecca alfo. Abou Thaleb, however, had ne
ver left his fide ; by his great hofpitality, and the plen
ty he procured to the Emperor's army, he fo gained 
Abreha, that hearing, on inquiry, he was no mean 
man, but a prince of the tribe of Beni Koreifh, noble 
Arabs, he obliged him to fit in his prefence, and kept 
him conftantly with him as a companion. A t laff, not 
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knowing how to reward him fufficienily, Abreha de« 
fired him to afk any tiling in his power to grant, and 
he would fatiily him. Abou Thaleb, taking him at 
his word, wifhed to be provided with a man, that 
fhould bring back forty oxen, the foldiefs had ftokm 
from him. Abreha, who expected that the favour he 
was to afk, was to (bare the Temple, which he had in 
that cafe refolved in his mind to do, could not conceal 
his aftonifhment at fo filly a requeft, and he could not 
help tetiifying this to Abou Thaleb, in a manner that 
(hewed it had lowered him in his elteern. Abou Tha 
leb, fmiling, replied very calmly, «* If that before you 
is the Temple of Cod , as I believe it is, you (hall never 
deftroy it, i f it is his wi l l that it fhould ftand : If it i s 

not the temple of G o d , or which is the lame thing, i f 
he has ordained that you fhould deftroy it, I (hall not 
only aifift you in demolifhingit, but (hall help you in car
rying away the laft (lore of it upon my fhoulders : But 
as for me, I am a Shepherd, and the tare of cattle is my 
profeflion ; twenty of the oxen which are flolen arc not 
mv own, and I fhafl be put in prifon for them to
morrow ; for neither you nor I can believe that this 
is an affair God will interfere in ; and therefore 1 apply 
to you for a foldicr who w i l l feek the thief, and bring 
hack mv oxen, that my liberty be not taken frcm me." 

Abreha had now refrefhed his army, and, from re
gard to his g eft, had not touched the Temple; when, 
fays the Arabian author, there appeared, coming from 
the fea, a flock of birds called Ababi l , having faces like 
lions, and each of them in his claws, holding a fmall ftone 
like a pea, which he let fall upon Abreha's army, fo that 
they all were deftroyed. 1 he author of the manufcript 
from which M r . Bruce took this fable, and which is 
alfo related by feveral other hiftorians, and mentioned 
by Mahomet in the Koran , does not feem' to lwallow 
the ftoiy implicitly. For he fays, that there is no bird 
that has a face like a lion, that A b o u / i baleb was a Pa
gan, Mahomet being not then come, and that the 
Chriftians were worfhippers of the true God , the G o d 
of Mahomet; and, therefore, i f any miracle was 
wrought here, it was a miracle of the devil , a victory in 
favour of Paganii'm, and deftructive of the belief of 



the true G o d . In conclufion, he fays, that it was at 
this time that the frnall-pox and meafles firft broke out 
in Arabia, and almoft totally deftroyed the army o f 
Abreha. But i f the ftone, as big as a pea, thrown by 
the Ababi l , had kil led Abreha's army to the laft man 
it does not appear how any of them could die after
wards, either by the frnall-pox or meafles. A l l that is 
material, however, to us, in this fact, is, that the time 
of the fiege of Mecca wi l l be the a:ra of the firft appear
ance of that terrible difeafe, the fmall-pox, which we 
(hall fet down about the year 556 ; and it is highly pro- • 
bable, from other circumftances, that the Abyflinian 
army was the firft victim tn i t . 

As for the church Abreha built near the Indian ocean, 
i t continued free from any further infult t i l l the Maho
metan conqueft o f Arabia Felix, when it was finally de
ftroyed in the Khalifat of Omar. 'J his is the Abyf l i 
nian account, and this the Arabian hiftory of the W a r 
of the Elephant, which arc ftated as found in the books 
of the moft credible writers of thofe times. 

The Jewifh religion had fpread itfelf far into Arabia 
as early as the commencement o f the African trade with 
Paleftine; but, after the deftruction of the temple by 
Ti tus , a gteat increafe both o f number and wealth had 
made that people abfolute mafters in many parts of that 
peninfula. In the Ncgcd, and as far up as Medina , 
petty princes, calling thcmfelves kings, were eftablifli-
ed, who being trained in the wars of Paleftine, became 
very formidable among the pacific commercial nations 
of Arabia, deeply funk into Greek degeneracy. 

Phineas, a prince of that nation from Medina, having 
beat St Aretas, the Governor of Najiran, began to 
perfecute the Chriftians by a new fpecies of cruelty, by 
ordering certain furnaces, or pits full of fire, to be pre
pared, into which he threw as many of the inhabitants 
o f Najiran as refufed to renounce Chriftianity. Juftin, 
the Greek Emperor, was then employed in an unfuc-
cefsful war with the Perfians, fo that he could not give 
any afliftance to the afflicted Chriftians in Arabia, but 
in the year r>2 he fent an cmbafly to Caleb, or Elef-
baas, king of Abyflinia, intreating him to interfere in 
favour ol the Christians of Najiran, as he too was o f 



the Greek church. O n the Emperor's firft requeft, 
Caleb fent orders to Abreha, Governor of Yemen, to 
march to the affiftance of Aretas, the fon of him who 
was burnt, and who was then collecting troops. 
Strengthened by this reinforcement, the young foldicr 
did not think proper to delay the revenging his father's 
death, t i l l the arrival of the Emperor; but having come 
up with Phineas, who was ferrying his troops over an 
arm of the fea, he entirely routed them, and obliged 
their prince, for fear of being taken, to fwim with his 
h< i fe to the nearett fhore. It was not long before the 
Emperor bad croffed the Red Sea with his army; nor 
had Phineas loft any time in collecting his fcartered 
foicci to oppofe him. A battle was the coniequence, 
in which the fortune of Caleb again prevailed. 

Neither of the jewiih kingdoms were deftroyed by the 
victories of Caleb, or Abreha, nor the fubfequent con
queft of the Perflans. In the Neged. or north part of 
Arabia, they continued not only alter the appearance of 
Mahomet, but t i l l after the Hegira. The Arabian maim-
fcrtpts fay pofitively, that this Abreha, who aftifted 
Aretas, was Governor of Arabia Felix, or Yemen. 

In the Greek church a moft fhameful proflitution of 
manners prevailed, as alfo innumerable herefies. which 
were firft received as true tenets of their rel gion, but 
were foon after perfecutcd in a moft uncharitable man
ner, as being erroneous. Their lies, their legends, their 
faints and miracles, and, above all, the abandoned be
haviour of the pricfthood, had brought their characters 
in Arabia almoft as low as that of the detefted Jew, 
and, had they been confidered in their true tight, they 
had been ftill lower. The dictates of nature in the 
heart of the honeft Pagan, conftantly employed in long, 
1 inely, and dangerous voyages, awakened him often 
to reflect who that Providence was that invifibly go
verned him, fupplied his wants, and often mercifully 
favedhim from the deftruction into which his own igno
rance or raflmefs were leading him. Poifoned by no 
fyftem, perverted by no prejudice, he wifhed to know 
and adore his Benefuftor, with purity and fimplicity of 
heart, free from thefe fopperies and follies with which 
ignorant priefts and monks had difguifed his worfhip. 

Poffcffed 



PoflTeffed of charity, fteady in his duty to his parents 
full of veneration for his fuperiors, attentive and <v.erci-
ful even to his beads: in a word, containing in his 
heart the principles o f the firft religion, which G o d 
had inculcated in the heart of Noah, the Arab was 
already prepared to embrace a much more perfect one 
than what Chriftianity, at that time, disfigured by 
folly and fuperftition, appeared to him to be4 

Mahomet, o f the tribe of Beni Koreifh (at whofe 
inftigation is uncertain) took upon himfelf to be the 
apoftle of a new religion, pretending to have, for his 
only object, the worfhip of the true God. Oftcnfibly 
full of the morality of the Arab, of patience and t It-
denial, fuperior even to what is made neceffary to ia l -
vation by the gofpel, his religion, at the bottom, was 
but a fyftem of blafphemy and falfehood, corruption 
and injuftice. Mahomet and his tribe were molt pro
foundly ignorant. There was not among them but one 
man that could write, and it was not doubted he was 
to be Mahomet's fecretary, but unfortunately Mal. jmet 
could not read his writing. The ftory of the angel who 
brought him leaves of the Koran is well known, and 
fo is all the reft of the fable. The wifer part of his own 
relations, indeed, laughea at the impudence of his pre
tending to have a communication with angels. H a v 
ing, however, gained, as his apoftles, fome of the belt 
foldiers of the tribe of Beni Koreifh, and perfifting with 
great uniformity in all his meafures, he eftablifhed a 
new religion upon the ruins of idolatry and Sabaifm, in 
the very temple of Mecca. 

Mahomet enjoined nothing fevere, and the frequent 
prayers and wafhings with water which he directed, 
were gratifications to a fedentary people in a very hot 
country. The lightnefs of this yoke, therefore, recom
mended it rapidly to thofe who were difguifed with long 
fafting, penances, and pilgrimages. The poifon of this 
falfe, yet not fevere religion, fpread itfelf from that 
fountain to all the trading nations : India, Ethiopia, 
Africa, all Afia, fuddenly embraced i t ; and every ca
ravan carried into the bofom of its Country people 
not more attached to trade, than zealous to preach and 
propagate their new faith. 



The Arabs begun very foon to ftudy letters, and came 
to be very partial to their own language; Mahomet him
felf fo much fo, that he held out his Koran, for its ele
gance alone, as a greater miracle than that of railing >he 
dead. This was not univcrfally allowed at that time ; 
as there were even then compofitions fuppofed to equal, 
i f not to furpafi it. 

The Arabs were a people who lived in a country, f o r 

the molt part, defert; their dwellings were tents, 
their principle occupation feeding and breeding cattle, 
and they married with their own family. '1 he language 
therefore of fuch a people mutt be very poor; there is 
no variety of images in their whole country. They 
were always bad poets, as their works wi l l tetiify ; and 
i f contrary to the general rule, the language of Arabia 
Deferta became a copious one, it mult have been by the 
mixture of fo many nations meeting and trading at Mec
ca. It muft, at the fame time, have been the moft cor
rupt, where there v\ as the greateft concourfe of ft rangers, 
and this was certainly among the Beni Koreifh at th e 

Caha. 
The war that had diffracted all Arabia, firfl between 

the Greeks and Peruana, then between Mahomet and the 
Arabs, in fupport of his divine million, had very much 
hurt the trade carried on by univcrfal confent at the 
Temple of Mecca. Caravans, when they dared venture 
out, were futprifed upon every road, by the par ifans of 
onelidc or the other. Both merchants and trade had 
taken their departure to the fouthward, and ellabliflied 
themfelves fouth of the Arabian Gulf , in places which 
had been the markets for commerce, and the rendevous of 
merchants. The conqueft of the Abyflinian territories 
in Arabia forced all thofe that yet remained to take ie-
fuge on the African fide, in the little diflricts which now 
grew into conlideration. The Governor of Yemen (or 
Najafhi) converted now to the faith of Mahomet, retir
ed to the Afrxan fide of the Gulf . H i s government, 
long ago, having been fhaken to the very foundation by 
the Arabian war, was at laft totally deftroyed 

After Omar had fubdued Egypt, he deftroyed the va
luable library at Alexandria ; but his fucceffors thought 
very ditfercntly from him in the article of profan-.- learning. 

Greek 



Gr< k books of all kinds (efpecially thofe of Geometry, 
lOmy, and Medicine,) were fearched for every where 

and tranflated. Sciences flouriflied and were encouraged. 
at the fame time kept pace, and increaied with 

knowledge. Geography and aflronomy were every where 
diligently ftudied, and folidly applied to make the V o y 
ages of men from place to place fare and expeditious. 

Jn one family of the Jews, an independent fovereignty 
had always been preferved on the mountain of Samen, and 
the royal rcfidence was upon a high-pointed rock, called 
the Jews Rock : Several other inacceflible mountains 
ferved as natural fortreifes for this people, now grown very 
conflderable by frequent acceflions of irrength from Pa
leftine and Arabia, whence the Jews had been expeLled. 
Gideon and Judith were then king and queen ot the Jews, 
and their daughter Judith (whom in Amhara they call 
Ejlher, and fometimes Saat, i . e. fire.) was a woman of 
great beauty, and talents for intrigue ; had been married 
to the governor of a fmall diftnet called Bugna, in the 
neighbourhood of Lafla, both which countries were like-
wife much infected with Juda.fm. 

Judith had made fo ftrong a party, that flie refolved to 
attempt the fnbverfion of the Chriflian religion, and, with 
it, the fucceffjon in the line of Solomon. The children 
of the royal family were at this time, in virtue of the old 
law, confined on the almoft inacceflible mountain of Da-
mo in Tigre . The fhort reign, fudden and unexpected 
death of the late king Aizor , and the dcfolation and con
tagion which an epidemical difeafc had fpread both in 
court and capital, the weak ftate of Del Naad who was to 
fuccccd Aizor and was an infant; all thefe circumflances 
together, impreffed Judith with an idea that now was the 
time to place her family upon the throne, and ellablifh hi r 
religion by the extirpation of the race of Solomon. A c 
cordingly fhe furpnfed the rock Damo, and flew the 
whole princes there, to the number, it is faid, of about 
4 0 0 . Some nobles of Amhara, upon the firft news of the 
cataftrophe at Damo, conveyed the infant king Del 
Naad, now the only remaining prince of his race, into 
the powerful and loyal province of Shoa, and by this 
means the royal family was preterved to be again refto-
red. Judith took polfeflion of the throne in defiance of 
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the law of the queen of Saba, by this the firft interruption 
o f the fucceflion in the line of Solomon; and, contrary to 
what might have been expected from the violent means 
flie had ufed to acquire the crown, fhe not only enjoyed it 
herfelf during a long reign of 4 0 years, but tranfmitted 
it alfo to five of her pofterity. 

After a great number of years, the line of Solomon 
was again reftored in the defcendants of Del Naad, who 
as we have feen, had efcaped from the maflacre of Da
mo under Judith. Content with poflefling the loyal 
province of Shoa, they continued their royal refidence 
there, without having made one attempt, as far as 
hiftory tells us, towards recovering their ancient k ing, 
dom. 

T R A V E L S 



T R A V E L S 

TO DISCOVER 

The S O U R C E of the N I L E , 

B O O K III. 

A N N A L S O F A B Y S S I N I A . 

Containing the Hijiory of the Abyffinians, from the Rtjlara-
tion of the Line of Solomon to the Death of Socinios. 

I C O N A M L A C . 

FROM 1268 TO 1 2 S 3 . 

IN an abridgement o f fo copious a work, it cannot be 
expected that we fhould follow M r . Bruce minutely 

through his Annals o f Abyflinia. The accounts o f 
kings and princes of remote ages arc not always enter
taining. W e fhall therefore in this and the following 
Book collect only fuch matters as appear entertaining or 
inftruftive to our readers, and fhall refer thofe to the 
original itfelf, whofe leifure, curiofity, or pecuniary 
abilities, may enable them to pcrufe larger works. 

Icon Amlac is the only name by which we know this 
firft piince of the race of Solomon, reftored now fully 
to his dominions, after a long exile his family had fuf-
fered by the treafon o f Judith, The fignification of his 
name is, " Let him be made our fovereign," and is ap

parently 



parently that which he took upon his inauguration or 
accefiion to the throne; and his name of baptifm, and 
bye-name or popular name given him, are both there
fore loft. He was a wife and prudent prince. 

I G B A S I O N . 

From 1283 to 1312. 

T O Icon Amlac fucceeded Igba Sion, and after him 
five other princes, his brothers, Babar Segued, Tzenaf 
Segued. Ian Segued, Hafeb Araad, and Kedcm Segued, 
all in five years. So quick a' fucceflion in fo few years 
feerns to mark very unfettled times. Whether it was a 
civil war among themfelves that brought thefe reigns to 
fo fpeedy a conclnfion, or whether it was that the Moo-
rifh ftates in Adel had grown in power, and fought fuc-
cefsfully againft them, we do not know. 

A M D A S I O N . 

From 1 31 2 to 1342 . 

A M D A Sion fucceeded his father, Wedcm Araad, 
who was youngefi brorher of Icon Amlac , and came to 
the crown upon the death of his uncles. He is general
ly known by this his inauguration name ; his Chriftian 
name was Guebra Mafcal. His reign began with a fcene 
as difgraccful to the name of Chriftian as it was new in 
the annals of Ethiopia, and which promifed a character 
very different from what this prince preferved ever af. 
terwards. He had for a time, it feems, privately loved'a 
concubine of his father, but had now taken her to live 
with him publickly ; and, not content with committing 
this fort of inceft, he, in a very little time after, had fe-
duced his two lifters. 

Patience was as little among this prince's virtues as 
chaftity, as he immediately ordered Honorius to be ap
prehended, ftripped naked, and feverely whipped through 
every ftreet of his capital. That fame night the town 
took fire, and w as entirely confumed, and the clergy loft 
no time to perfuade the people, that it was the blood of 
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Honorius that turned to fire whenever' it had dropped 
upon the ground, and fo had burnt the city. The king 
perhaps better informed, thought otherwise of this, and 
fuppofed the burning of his capital was owing to the 
Monks themfelves. He therefore hanifhcd thofe of De-
bra Lebanos out of the province of Shoa. 

In Adel and Aufla the inhabitants are tawny, and not 
black, and have long hair. They are rich and power
ful ; but there is no current coin in Abyflinia. G e l d 
is paid by weight ; all the revenues are chiefly paid In 
k ind , v iz . oxen, fheep, and honey, which are the great-
efl Decenaries of life. As for luxuries, they arc obtained 
by a barter of gold, myrrh, coffee, elephants teeth, and 
a variety of other articles which aic carried over to Ara
bia ; and in exchange for thefe is brought back what
ever is commiflioncd. 

In Abyflinia, the rainy feafon generally puts an end 
to the active part of war, as every one retires then to 
towns and villages to fcrcen themfelves from the inck-
menev of the climate, deluged now with daily rain. 1 he 
foldier, the hufbandman, and. -above all , the women, de
dicate this feafon to continued fertility and riot. Thefe 
villages and towns ;<re alwavs placed upon the higheft 
mountains ; the valleys that intervene are foon divided 
by large and rapid torrents. Every hollow foot-path be
comes a ftream, and the valleys between the hills become 
fo miry as not to bear a horfe ; the warers, both deep 
and violent, are too apt to Cn'iCt their direction ro fuller any 
one on foot to pafs finely. A l l this feafon, and this alone, 
people fleep in their houfes in fafety -.their lances and 
ihictds are hung up on the fides of their hall, and the fad-
dl.-s and bridles taken off their horfes ; for in Abyflinia, at 
other times, the horfes are al vays bridled, and are accuf-
tomcd to cat and drink with tids incumbrance. The court, 
and the principal officers of government, retire to the 
capital, and there adminiiler juftice, make alliances, and 
prepare the neccfliiry funds and armaments, which the 
prefent exigencies of the ifa'e require on the return o f 
fair weather. 

The Abyffinians are every one of them fearful of the 
night, unwilling to travel, and, above al l , to light in 
that feafon, when they imagine the world is in poiTef-
fion of certain genii , averfe toS«tercourfe with men 
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and very vindictive, i f even by accident they are ruffled 
or put out of their way by their interference. This, in-, 
deed, is carried to fo great a height, that no rnan wi l l 
venture to throw water out ot a bafon upon the ground, 
for fear that, in ever fo fundi a fpace the water fhould 
have to fall, the dignity of fome elf, or fairy, might 
be violated. '1 he Moors have none of thefe apprehen-
fions, and are ace u Homed in the way of trade to travel 
at all hours, fometimes from ncceff.ty, but often from 
choice, to avoid the heat. They laugh, moreover, at 
the fupcrfliiions of the Abyffinians, and not unfrcqucnt-
ly avail thcmfclves of them. A verfe of t i c Koran, 
fewed up in leather, and tied round their necks or their 
arms, fecures them from all thefe incorporeal enemies ; 
and, from this known advantage, i f other circumftan-
ccs are favouiable, they never fail to fight the Abyffini
ans at or before the dawn of the morning, for in this 
country there is no twilight. 

Amda Son died of a natural death at Tegular in Shoa, 
after a reign of thirty years, which was but a continued 
feries of victories, no inttance being recorded of his hav
ing been once defeated. 

S A I F A R A A D . 

From 1342 to 1370. 

S A I F A R A A D fucceeded his father Amda Sion 5 and 
In his time, all was peaceable on the fide of A d d , as no
thing is mentioned relative to that war. Little is faid 
of this monarch worth mentioning here, nor of the feveral 
fucceeding kings from this period to 143+. 

Z A R A J A C O B . 

From 1434 to 1468. 

Z A R A J A C O B , fourth fon of David I I . fucceeded 
his nephew, and reigned 34 years, and, at his inaugura
tion, took the name of Conftantine. He is looked upon 
in Abyffinia to have been another Solomon, and a model 
o f what the beft of fovereigns fhould be. From w hat wc 
know of him, he feems to have been a prince who had 
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the beft opportunity, and with that the greateft inclination 
to be inltructed in the politics, manners, and religion o f 
other countries. 

A convent had been long before this eftablifhed at Je
rufalem for the Abyffinians, which he in part endowed, 
as appears by his letters ftill extant, written to monks o f 
that convent. He alfo obtained from the Pope a con
vent for the Abvffinians at Rome, which to this day is 
appropriated to them, though it is very feldom that ei
ther there, or even at Jerufalem, there are now any Abyf. 
ftnians. By his defire, and in his name, ambaffadors; 
(t. e. priefts from Jerufalem) were fent by Abba Nicode-
mus, the then Superior, who affifhed at the council ot Flo
rence, where, however, they adhered to the opinion o f 
the Greek church about the proceeding of the Holy Ghoft,. 
which created a fchifm between the Greek and Latin 
churches. This embaffy was thought of confequence 
enough to be the fubject of a painting in the Vatican, and 
to this picture we owe the knowledge of fuch an embaffy 
having been fent. 

B ^ E D A M A R I A M . 

From 146810 1478. 

B / E D A M A R I A M fucceeded to the throne againft 
his father's inclination, after having received much i l l 
ufage during the earlier part of his life, of which this was 
the occafion. His mother took fo violent and irregular a 
longing to fee her fon king, that fhe formed a fcheine, by 
the ftrength of a party of her relations and friends, trufting 
to the weaknefs of an old man, to force him into apart, 
m-rfhip with his father; Examples of two kings, at the 
lame time, and even in this degree of relation, were more 
than once to be found in the Abyffinian annals, but thofe 
times were now no more. A ftrong jealou/ly had fucceed
ed to an unreafonable confidence, and had thrown both 
the perfon and pretentions of the heirs-apparent of this age 
to as great a dittance as was poffible. 

Sion Magafs, or the Grace ofSion, for fuch was the 
name of the queen, f irft began to tamper with the clergy, 
who, though they did not abfolutely join her in her views) 
fhewed her, however, more encouragement than was 
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ftriclly confiftent with their allegiance. From thefe fh e 

applied to fome of the principle officers of flare, and to 
thofe about the king, the belt affected to her fon and his 
fucceflion. Thefe, aware of the evil tendency of her 
fcheme, firft advifed her, by every means, to lay it afide; 
and afterwards, feeing fhe ftill perfifted, and afraid of a 
difcovery that would involve her accomplices in it, they 
diclofed the matter to the king himfelf, who refented the 
intention fo heinoufly, that he ordered the queen to be 
beaten with rods t i l l fhe expired. 

Though nothing had hitherto appeared to criminate 
the young prince, it was foon told the king, that, after the 
death of the queen, her fon Ba?da Mariam had taken 
frankincenfe and wax-tapers from the churches, which 
he eirployed, at 11 ated times, in the obfervation of the 
ufual folemnities over his mother's grave. The king, 
having called his fon before him, began to queftion him 
about w hat he had heard ; while the prince, without hefi-
-tation, gave him a full account of every circumflance, glo
rying in what, he faid, was his duty, and denying that 
he was accountable to any man on earth for the marks of 
affect ion which he ihewed to his mother. 

Ba:da Mariam confidering his fen's juflification as a re
proach made to himfelf for cruelty, ordered the prince, 
and, with him, his principal friend Meherata Chriflos, to 
be loaded with irons, and banifhed to the top of a moan-
tain; and it is hard to fay where this punifhment )ufd 
have ended, had not the monks of Debra Koflb and i .'.bra 
Libanas, and all thole of the defert, (who thought them-
felves in fome meafure accomplices with his mother^ by 
exf ortations, pretended prophecies, dreams and vifions, 
convinced the king, that providence had decreed unaltera
bly, that none but his fon, Baxia Mariam, fhould fuc-
ceed him. To this ordinance the old king bowed, as it 
gave him a profpeft of rhe long continuance of his family 
on the throne of A'byffi 'a. 

This king, while he was bufy in planing the conqueft 
of Adel , was feized with a pain in his bowels, whether 
from poiion or otherwise, is not known, which put a pe
riod to his life. f''e was a prince of great bravery and 
conduft, very moderate in his pleafures, very devont, 
.zealous for the eftablifhed church, butflcady in his refift. 
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ance to the monks and other clergy in all their attempts to
wards perfecution, innovation, and independency. 

I S C A N D E R , O R A L E X A N D E R . 

From 1478 to M 9 f * 

K I N G Baeda Mariam being dead, the hiftory of Abyf-
finia informs us, that a tumultuous meeting of the nobles 
brought from the mountain of Gelhen the queen Romana, 
with ner fon Ifcander, who upon his arrival was crowned 
without any oppofition. For feveral years after Ifcander 
afcended the throne, the queen his mother, together with 
the Acab Saat, Tcsfo Georgis, and Betwudet Amdu, go
verned the kingdom defpotically under the name of the 
young king. Accordingly, after f>rac, years fafterance, 
a conspiracy was formed, at the head of which were two 
men or'great power, Abba Amdu and Abba Hafabo, but 
the confpirators proving unfuccefsful, fome of them were 
imprifoned, fome put to death, and others banifhed to un
wholefome places, there to perifh with hunger and fe
vers. 

The king having proved fuccefsful in the war againft; 
A d e l , in his return to Shoa, left his troops, which was 
the northern army, in the northern provinces, as he 
paffed ; fo that he came to Shoa with a very fmall reti
nue, hearing that Z a Saluce, his prime minifter, and 
commander in chief, had gone to Amhara, o f which 

Elace he was gouvernor. This traitor, however, had left 
is creatures behind him, after inftrudting them what 

they were to do. Accordingly, the fecond day after Ifi-
cander's ai rival in Tegulat, the capital of Shoa, they 
fet upon him, during the night, in a fmall houfe in A y -
lo Meidan, and murdered him while he was fleeping. 
They concealed his body for fome days in a mi l l , but 
Taka Chriltos, and ft>me others of the king's friends, 
took up the corpfe ana expofed it to the people, who 
with one accord, proclaimed Andreas, fon of Ifcander 
k ing ; and Z a Saluce, and his adherents, traitors. 

In the mean time, Z a Sjllice, far from rinding the en
couragement he expected in Amhara, was, upon his firft 
appearance, fet upon by the nobility of that province • 
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and, being deferted by his troops, he was taken prifon, 
er ; his. eyes were put out, and, being mounted on an 
afs, he was carried amidft the curfes of the people thro' 
the provinces of Amhara and Shoa. Ifcander was fuc
ceeded by his fon Andreas, or Amda Sion, an infant 
who reigned feven months only. 

N A O D . 

From 1495 to 1508. 

S O O N after the unfortunate death of the young king 
Alexander, the people in general, wearied of minorities, 
unanimoufly chofc Naod for their king. He was ^ l e x -
ander's youngeft brother, the difference of ages being but 
one year, though he was not by the fame mother, but by 
the king's fecond wife Calliope. 

Naod was no fooner featcd on the throne than he pub. 
lifhed a very general and comprehenfive amnefty. By 
proclamation he declared, ( i That any perfon who fhould 
upbraid another with being a party in the misfortunes of 
pafl times, or fay that he had been privy to this or to that 
confpiracy, or had been a favourite of theemprefs, or a 
partisan of Z a Saluce, or had received bribes from the 
Moors, fhould, without delay, be put to death." This 
proclamation had the very befl effect, as it quieted the 
mind of every guilty perlon when he faw the king, f r o r n 

whom he feared an inquiry, cutting off all poihble means 
by which it tould be procured againlt him. 

Naod having, by his courage and prudence, freed 
himfelf from fear of;; foreign war, fet himfelf like a wife 
prince to the reforming of the abufes that prevailed every 
where among his pccple. .md to the cultivation of the arts 
mf peace. He died a natural death, after having reigned 
*3 years. 

D A V I D III . 

From 1 508 to 1540. 

David was only eleven years old when he was placed 
upon the tlirone; and, at his inauguration, took the name 
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ofLcbna Denghel, or the virgin's frankincenfe; then 
that of Etana Denghel, or the myrrh of the virgin'; and 
after that, of Wanag Segued,, which fignifies Rever
enced, or Feared, among rhe Lions, with whom, to
wards the laft of his reign, he refided in wilds and 
mountains more than with men. He died in the year 
1 5 4 0 , after a reign of complicated misfortunes. 

C L A U D I U S , O R A T Z E N A F S E G U E D . 
From r 5 4 0 to 15co-

Claudius fucceeded his father David III. being yet 
young, and found the empire in circumftances that would 
have required an old and experienced prince. But, 
though young, he poffefled thofe graceful and affable man
ners which, at firft fight, attached people of all forts to 
him. He had been tutored with great care by the emprefs 
Helena, was expert in all warlike exercifes, and brave 
beyond his years. Such is the character given this 
prince by the Abyffinian writers; but M r . Bruce is of 
opinion that he did not merit thefe encomiums. 

Under this reign, M r . Bruce relates fome particulars 
of Nur , governor of Zeyla, and general of the Moors, 
which, in fpite of the narrow limits to which we are con
fined, we cannot avoid tranferibing. He was deeply in 
love with a widow lady, Del Wumbarea, from whom he 
had marks of gratitude to expect, as he had afiifted her in 
making her efcape into Atbara that day her hufband was 
flain. But this heroine had conflantly refufed to liflen to 
any propofals ; nay, had vowed fhe never would give her 
hand in marriage to any man, t i l l he fhould firfl bring her 
the head of Claudius, who had flain her hufband. N u r 
wil l ingly accepted the condition, which gave him Few 
rivals. 

Claudius, who had hitherto been victorious, had 
marched towards Adel , when he received a meffage from 
N u r , that, there ft i l l remained a governor of Zevla, 
whofe family was chofen as a particular inftrumcnt for 
fhedding the blood of the Abyffminian princes; and de-
fired him, therefore, to be prepared, for he was fpcedily 
to fet out to come to him. Claudius had been employed 
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in various journics through different parts of his king
dom, repairing the churches which the Moors had burnt; 
and he was then rebuilding that of Debra Werk when this 
meifage of Nur was brought to him. This prince was. 
of a temper never to avoid a chalfenge; and i f he did not 
march againft Nur immediately, he ftaid no longer than 
to complete his army as far as poffible. He then began 
his march for Adel , very much, as it is faid, againft thc 
adviceof his friends. 

This advice was fmgular, as he was at that time viclori-
ous. But many prophecies were current in the camp, that 
the king was to be unfortunate this campaign, and in which 
he was to lofe his life. Thefe unfortunate rumours tend
ed much to difcourage the army, at the fame time that 
they feemed to have a contrary cffedt on the king, and to 
confirm him in his refolution fo fight. 

Both armies were drawn up and ready to engage, when 
the chief prieft of Debra Libanos came to the king to tell 
him a dream, orviflon, which warned him not to fight; 
but the Moors were then advancing, and the king on 
horfeback made no reply, but marched brifkly forward to 
the enemy. The cowardly Abyftinians, upon the firft. 
fire, fled, leaving the king engaged in the middle of the 
Moorifh army with twenty horfe and eighteen Portuguefe 
mufqueteers, who were all flain around his pcrfon ; and 
he himfelf tell, after fighting manfully, and receiving 
twenty wounds. His head was cut oft", and by Nur de
livered to Del Wumbarca, who directed it to be tied by 
the hair to the branch of a tree before her door, that fhe 
might ke<:p it ccnfiantly in fight, Here it remained three 
years, t i l l it was purchafed from her by an Armenian 
merchant, her firfl grief, having, it is probable, fublided 
upon the acquifition of a new hufband. The merchant 
carried the head to Antioch, and buried it there in the 
fepulchre of a faint of the fame name. 

In this manner diet king Claudius, in the iqth vear of 
his reign, who, by his virtues and capacity, might'hold a 
firft place among any feries of king'- we have know n, vic
torious in every action he fought, except in that one 
only in which he died. A great fiaughtcr was made after 
this among the routed, and many of the firft nobility-
w ere flain in endeavouring to cfcape ; among the reft, the 
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dreamer from Debra Lebanos, his vifton. by which he 
knew the king's death, not having extended fo far as ro 
reveal his own. The Abyffinians immediately transferred 
the name of this prince into their catalogue of Saints, and 
he is called St Claudius in that country to this day. 

This battle was fought on the 22d March, 1559 ; and 
the victory gained by Nur was a complete one. The 
k i n ; and molt of his principal officers were flain: great 
part of the army taken prifoners, the reft difperfed, and 
the camp plundered ; fo that no Moorifh general had 
ever returned home with the glory that he did. But 
afterwards, in his behaviour, he exhibited a fpectacle 
more memorable, and that did 1dm more honour than the 
victory itfelf; for, when he drew near to Adel, he cloth
ed himfelf in poor attire, like ?. com-.non foldier, and 
hare-headed, mounted on an ordinary mule, with an 
old faddle and tattered accoutrement; ; he forbade the 
fongs and praife with which it is ufuai to meet con
querors in that country, when returning with victory 
from the field. He declined alfo all fhare in the fuc-' 
cefs of that day. declaring that the whole of it was 
due to G o d alone, to whofe mercy and immediate in-
terpofition he owed the deltruction of the Chriftian 
army. 

M E N A S , O R A D A M A S S E G U E D . 

From 1 c eg to 1 563 . 

Menes fucceeded his brother Claudius and found 
his kingdom in almolt as great confudon as it had 
been left by his father David. A s noth.'n \ occurs very 
remarkable in this reign, we lhall pafs on to his fuc-
ceflor. 

S E R T Z A D E N G H E L , OR M E L E C S E G U E D . 

From 1563 to 1595. 

He was only twelve years old when he came to the 
throne, and was crowned at Axum with all the ancient 
ceremonies. The beginning of his reign was marked 
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by a mutiny of his foldicrs, who, joining themfelves 
to fome Mahometans, plundered the town, and then 
difbanded. 

Sertza Denghel, having proved victorious in all his 
wars, determined to chaftife the malcontents of a people 
called the Damots, when he was accofted by a prieft, 
famous for his holinefs and talent for divination, who 
advifed him not to undertake that war but the king 
expreffed his contempt both of the advice and the advi-
fer. The prieft is faid to have limited his advice ftill 
further, and to have only begged him to remember not 
tocat the fifh of a certain riverin the territory of G iba , i n 
the province of Shat. The king, however, flufhed with 
his former victories, forgot the name of the river and 
the injunction; and, having eat fifh out of this river, 
was immediately after taken dangeroufly i l l , and died 
on his return. The writer of his life fays, that the fatal 
effects of this river were afterwards experienced in the 
reign of Yafous the Great, at the time in which he 
wrote, when the king's whole army, encamped along 
the fides of this river, were taken with violent ficknefs 
after eating the fifh caught in it, and that many of the 
foldiers died. Whether this be really fact or not, M r . 
Bruce does not take upon him to decide. Whether 
fifh, or any other animal, l iving in water impregnated 
with poifonous minerals, can preferve its own life, and 
yet imbibe a quantity of poifon fufficient to deftroy the 
men that fhould eat it , feems to him very doubtful. 

Sertza Denghel was of a very humane, affable difpofi-
t ion, very different from his father Menas. He was 
fledfaft in his adherence to the church of Alexandria, 
and feemed perfectly indifferent as to the Romifh church 
and clergy. In converfation, he frequently condemned 
their tenets, but always commended the fobriety and 
fanctity of their lives. 

Z A D E N G H E L . 

From 1595 to 1604. 

N o fooner was Sertza Denghel dead, perhaps fome 
lime before, but a confpiracy was formed to change the 
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order of fucceflion, and this was immediately executed 
by order of the triumvirate, who fent a body of foldiers 
and feized Z a Denghel, and carried him do le prifoner 
to Deck, a large iiland in the lake Tzana, belonging to 
the queen, where he was kept for fome time, t i l f he 
efcaped and hid himfelf i n the wild inacceifible moun
tains of Gojam, which there form the banks of the N i l e . 
H e was, however, afterwards reftored, and converted 
to the Romilh religion. The tranfactions of th:* and 
the two fucccedings leigns were, in a manner, but one 
continued fcene ot rebellion, bloodfhed, and {laughter. 
The Roman Catholic miilionaries fent to Abyflinia alfo 
employ feveral meets in the original work; but as thefe 
are matters foreign to the plan of an abridgement, we 
fhall only obferve, that Z a Denghel was fucceeded by 
Jacob, who reigned from 1604 to 1605, and was fuc
ceeded by Socinios, who reigned from 1605 to 1632. 
W e fhall conclude this b'?ok with an extract or two 
from the occurrences of this laft reign. 

M r . Bruce, in his account of the kingdom of Gingiro , 
fays, all matters in this Hate are conducted by magic ; 
and we may fee to what point the human underftanding 
is debafed in the diflance of a few leagues. Let no man 
fay that ignorance is the caule, or heat of climate, which 
is the unintelligible obfervation generally made on thefe 
occaiions. For why fhould heat of climate addict a 
people to magic more than cold ? or, why lhould igno
rance enlarge a man's powers, fo that, overleaping the 
bounds of common intelligence, it fhould extend his fa
culty of converting with a new fet of beings in another 
world? The Ethiopians, who nearly furround Abyf l i 
nia, are blacker than thofe of Ging i ro , their country 
hotter, and are, like them, an indigenous people that 
have been, from the beginning, in the fame part where 
they now inhabit. Ver the former neither adore the 
devil, nor pretend to have a communication with h i m ; 
they have no human facriiices, nor are there any traces 
of fuch enormities having prevailed among them. A 
communication with the fea has been always open, and 
the llave-trade prevalent from the earlieft tim^s; while 
the king of Gingi ro , fhut up in the heart of the conti
nent, facrifices thofe flaves to the devil which he has no 
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opportunity to fell to man. For at Gingiro begins that 
accurfed cuftom c f making the ihedding of human blood 
a neceffary parL in all folemnities. How far to the fouth
ward this reaches M r . Bruce does not pretend to know; 
but he looks upon this to be the geographical bounds of 
the reign of the devil on the north fide of the equator in 
the peninfula of Africa. 

When the king of Gingiro dies, the body of the de-
ceafed is wrapped in a fine cloth, and a cow is killed. 
They then put the body fo wrapped up into the cow's 
fkin. As foon as this is over, all the princes c f the royal 
family fly and hide themfelves in the bufhes ;. while 
others, inttufted with the election, enter into the thick
ets, beating every where about as i f looking for game. 
A t laft a bird of prey, called in their country Liber , 
appears, and hovers over the pcrfon deflincd to be king, 
crying and making a great noife without quitting his 
flation. By this means the perfon deftined to be elected 
is found, furrounded, as is reported, by tigers, lions, pan
thers, and fuch-like wild bcafls. This is imagined to be 
done by magic, or the devil, elfe there are every where c-
nough of thefe beafls lying in the cover to furnifh materi
als for fuch a talc, w ithout havingrecourfe to the power of 
magic to affcmble them. As they find their king, like a 
wi ld beafl, fo his behaviour continues the fame after he 
is found. He flies upon them with great rage, refilling 
to the laft, wounding and k i l l ing all he can reach with
out any confideration, t i l l , overcome by force, he is 
dragged to a throne, which he fills in a manner perfectly 
corresponding to the rationality of the ceremonies of his 
inftalment. 

Before the king enters his palace, two men are to be 
flain ; one at the foot of the tree by which his houfe is 
chiefly fupported ; the other at the threfhold of his door, 
which is befmeared with the blood of the victim. A n d , 
it is faid, that the particular family, whofe privilege 
it is to be flaughtered, fo far from avoiding i t , glory 
in the occafion, and offer themfelves willingly to meet i t . 

The Ethiopie memoirs of bocinio's reign is interrupt
ed to record a very trifling anecdote, which M r - Bruce 
inferts, as it ferves to give fome idea of the fimplicity and 
ignorance of thofe times. The hiftorian fays, that this 
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year there was brought into Abyflinia, a bird called Para, 
which was about the bignefs of a hen, and fpoke all 
languages; Indian, Portuguefe, and Arabic. It named 
the king's name : although its voice was that of a man, 
it could likewife neigh like a horfe. and mew like a cat, 
but did not flng like a bird. It was produced before the 
aflembly of judges, of the priefls, and the azages o f 
court, and there it fpoke with great gravity. The aflem
bly , after confidering circumitances well , were unani-
moufly of opinion, that the evil fpirit had no part in 
endowing it with thefe talents. Hut to be certain o f this, 
it was thought molt prudent to take the advice of Bas 
Sela Chriltos, then in Gojam, who might, i f he thought 
fit, confult the fupcrior of Mahebar Selafle ; to them it 
was fent, but it died on the road. The hiltorian clofes 
his narrative by thisjwife reflection on the parrot's death, 
" Such is the lot of all fleflv' 
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T R A V E L S 

T O D I S C O V E R 

The S O U R C E of the N I L E . 

B O O K I V . 

A N N A L S O F A B Y S S I N I A . 

Continuation of the Annals, from the 'Death of Sociuios till 
Mr. Bruce's Arrival in Abyjfinia. 

F A C I L I D A S , OR S U L T A N S E G U E D . 

F R O M 1632 T O l 6 6 c . 

FA C I L I D A S , in the fifth yrar of his reign, after 
having gained feveral victories over the neighbouring 

princes, paffed the winter in Gafat; but a misfortune 
happened the following year, which very much affected 
the whole kingdom. The people of Lafta grew defpc-
rate from their former defeat, and determined again to 
try the fortune of war. Facilidas, trulting to his former 
reputation acquired in thefe mountains in his father's 
time, on the third of March, 1638, advanced with a large 
army into Lafta,"with a defign to bring thefe peafants to 
a battle. But the rebels, growing wdfe by their Ioffes, 
no longer chofe to truft themfelves on the plain, but, re
tiring to the ftrongeft pofts, fortified them fo judicioufly, 
that, without rilking any lofs themfelves, they cut off" 
all fupplies or provifions coming to the king's army. 

It 



It happened at that time the cold was fo exeeflive that 
almoft the whole army perithcd amidft.the mountains • 
great part from famine, but a greater ftill f r o m C o j d ) ' 
very remarkable circumitance in thefe latitudes. Lafta is 
barely 1 2 0 from the Line, and it was now the equinox, 
in March, fo that the fun was but 1 2 0 from being i n t h c 

zenith of Lafta, and there was in the day twelve hours of 
fun. Yet here is an example of an army, not of foreign
ers, but natives, perilhing with cold in their own 
country, when the fun is no farther than 1 2 ° from being 
vertical, or from being directly over their heads ; a 
ftrong proof this, that there is no way of judging by the 
degrees of heat in the thermometer, what effect that de
gree of heat or cold is to have upon thc human body. 

Facilidas, after a long reign, in which nothing very 
remarkable occurred, was taken i l l at Gondar, in the 
end of October, of a difeafe which, from its firfl appear
ance, he thought would prove mortal. He, therefore, 
fent to his eldefl fon Hannes, whom he had constantly 
kept with him, and who was now of age to govern, and 
recommended to him his kingdom, and thc perfevering 
in the ancient religion. He died the 3 0 t h o f September 
1 6 6 c , in great peace and compofure of mind, and they 
buried him at Azazo. Facilidas had every good quality 
neceffary to conftitute a great prince, without any alloy 
or mixture, that, upon fo much provocation as he had, 
might have inifled him to be a bad one. H e was calm, 
difpaffionate, and courteous in his behaviour. In the 
very difficult part he had to act between his father and the 
nation, the neceifities of the times had taught him a de
gree of referve, which, i f it was not natural, was not 
therefore the lefs ufeful to him. He wa: in his own per-
fon the braveft foldier of his time, and always expoied 
himfelf in proportion as the occafion was important. T o 
this were added all the qualities of a good general, in 
which character he feems to have equalled his father So-
cinios, who elfe was univerfally allowed to be the firft of 
his time. Fierce and violent in battle, he was backward 
in fheding blood after it . Though an enemy to the C a 
tholic religion, yet, from duty to his father, he lived 
with the patriarch and Jefuits upon fo familiar a footing 
thuc they confefs themfelves, it was not from any part of 
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his bcli..\ i ur to them they ever could judge him an ene
my. He was molt remarkable for an implicit fubmiffion 
to his father's commands ; and, upon this principle, 
fought in favour of the Catholic religion againlt his own 
friends and perfuafion, becaufe fuch were the orders of 
his fovereign. 

H A N N E S I. OR C E L A F E S E G U E D . 

F R O M I 66 c T O 1680. 

This prince was not in his nature averfe to war, though, 
befides two feeble attempts be made upon Lafta, and one 
againft the Shangalla, all without material confequences, 
no military expedition was undertaken i-n his time; and 
no rebellion or competitor (fo frequent in other reigns) at 
all difturbed his. He feems to have had the feeds of bi-
gotrv in his temper ; from the beginning of his reign he 
commoded the Mahometans to eat no other fleih but 
what had been killed by Chriftians ; and gathered toge
ther the Catholic books, which the Jefuits had tranflated 
into the Ethiopie language, and burned them in a heap. 
Much of his attention was given to church matters, and,^ 
in regulating thefe, he feems to have employed moft of 
his time. 

Hannes d ;ed the igth of July , and was buried at 
Tedda, after having reigned 1,5 years. He feems, from 
the fcanty memorials of his long reign, to have betn a 
weak prince; but, perhaps, i f the circumftances of the 
times were fully known, he may have been a wife one. 

Y A S O U S I . 

F R O M 1680 T O 1704. 

Yafous fucceeded his father Hannes with the approba
tion of the whole kingdom. He bad twice in ftannes's 
life-time abfended from the palace, and this was inter
preted as implying an impatience to reign. But M r . 
Bruce rather thinks the caufe was a difference of man
ners, his father being extremely bigottcd, fordid, and 
covetous i for he never, in thofe elopements, pretended to 
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makea party contrary to his father'* jntereft, nor (hewed 
the leaft inclination to give either jffie army or the peo
ple a favourable impreffion of himfelf, to the difadvan-
tage o f the king. There was, befides, a difference in 
religious principles. Yafous had a great predilection 
for the monks of Debra Libanos, cr the high church ; 
while Hannes, hi., father, had done every thing in his-
power to inftil into his fon a prepoifeflion in favour of 
thofe of Abba Eullafhius. T o thefe opinions, therefore, 
fo widely different, as well in religion as the things of 
the world, IVir. Bruce attributes the young prince's dilin-
clination to live with his father. This feems confirmed 
by the firft ftep he took upon his mounting the throne, 
which wao to make an alteration in the church govern
ment from what his father had left it at bis death. 

The king then took ajourney of a very extraordinary 
nature, and fuch as Abyflinia had never before feen. 
Attended ouly by his nobility, o f whom a great number 
had flocked to him, he fat down at the foot c f the moun
tain of Wechne, and ordered all the princes of rhe royal 
family who were banifhed, and confined there, to be 
brought to him. During the lafl reign, the mountain o f 
Wechne, and thofe forlorn princes that lived upon i t , 
had been, as it were, totally forgotten. Hannes having 
fons of an age fit to govern, and his eldefl fon Yafous 
l iv ing below with his father, no room feemed to remain 
for attempting a revolution, by the young candidates 
cfcaping from the mountain. This oblivion to which 
they were configned, melancholy as it was, proved the 
belt ltate thefe unhappy prifoners could have wilhedj 
for to be much known for either good or bad qualities, 
did alwavs at fome period become fatal to the indivi 
duals. Punifhment always followed inquiries afar a 
particular prince ; and all meffages, quellious, or v;f>ts, 
at the inflance of the king, were conftamly forerunners 
o f the lofs of life, or amputation of limbs, to thefe un
happy exiles. T o be forgotten, then, was to be fide; 
but this f.ifety carried very heavy diftrefs along with it. 
1 heir revenues were embezzled by their officers or keep
ers, and i l l paid by the k i n g ; and the fotdid temper o f 
Hannes had often reduced them all to the clanger of pe-
rifhing with hunger and cold. 



The new king, Yafous, as he was well acquainted 
wi th all thefe circumftances, fo he was, in his nature and 
difpofition, as perfectly wi l l ing to repair the injuries that 
were pad, and prevent the like in future. In confe-
quence of this, there foon appeared as rifin from the dead, 
Claudius, fon of Socinios, the firft exile who was fent 
to the mountain of Wechne by his brother Facilidas, 
grandfather of Yafous. This was the prince who was 
fixed upon by the Jefuits to faceted his father, and go
vern that country when converted to the Romifh religion 
by their intrigues, and conquered by the arms of the Por-
tuguefe. This was the prince who, to make their enemies-
appear more odious, thefe jefuits have afierted was flain 
by his brother Facilidas, one inftance by which we may-
judge of the juftice of the other charges laid againft that-
humane, wife, and virtuous prince, whofe only crime was 
an inviolable attachment to thc religion and conftitution-
of his country, and the juft abhorrence he moft reafona-
bly had, as an independent prince, to fubmit the prero
gatives of his crown, and the rights of his people, to thc 
blind controul of a foreign prelate. 

Thefons of Facilidas, with their families, alfocame frorrt 
the mountain ; and likewifehis own brothers, Ayto The-
ophilus, and AyroClaudius.fons of his father Hatza Han
nes. The lightof fo manynoble relations, fome advanced 
in years, fome in the flower of their youth, and fome yet 
children; ali,however,in tatters, and almoft naked,made 
fuchanimpreflicn on theyoungkingthathe burft into tears. 
N o r was his behaviour to the lefpective degrees of them 
lefs proper or engaging, To the old he paid that reve
rence and refpect due to parents; to thofe about his own 
age, a kind and liberal familiarity; while he be flowed 
upon the young ones careffes and commendations fweet-
ened with the hopes that they might fee better times. 
H i s firft care was to provide them all plentifully with 
apparel and every neceflary. His brothers he dreffed 
like himfelf, and his uncles ft i l l more richly. He then 
divided a large fum of money among them al l . 

In the month of December, which is thc plcafanteft 
feafon of the whole J'ear, the fun being moderately hot, 
the (ley conftantly clear and without a cloud, all the court 
was encamped under the mountain, and the inferior fort 
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ftrewed along thc grafs. A l l were treated at the cxpencc 
ofthe king, palling the day and night in continual fefti. 
vals. « It is but right, ( faid the k ing , ) that 1 fhould 
pay for a pleafure fo great that none ot my predeceflbrs 
ever dared to talte i t ; " and of all that noble aflfembly 
none feemed to enjoy it more fincerely than the k ing . 
A l l pardons folicited for criminals at this time wete 
granted. In this manner having 1'pent a whole month, 
before his departure, the king called lor the deftar, fi. f . 
the treafury book) in which the account of the fum al
lowed for thc maintenance of thefe prifoners is Hated ; 
and having inquired ftrictly into the expenditure, and 
cancelled all grants that had been made of any part of 
that fum to others, and provided in future for the l u l l , 
as well as yearly payment of it, he, for his laft act, gave 
to the governor of the mountain a large accellion of ter
ritory, to make him ample amends for the lofs ofthe dues 
he was underftood tube intiricd to from that revenue. 
After this, he embraced them all , alluring them of his 
conftant protection ; and, mounting his horfe, he took 
thc keeper along with him, leaving all the royal family at 
their liberty at the foot of thc mountain. 

So generous a conduct, and this laft mark of confidence, 
more than all thc reft, touched the minds of that noble 
troop, who hurried every man with his utmoft fpeed to 
reftore themfelves voluntarily to their melancholy prifon, 
imputing every moment of delay as a ftep towaids trcafon 
and ingratitude to their munificent, compafiionate, and 
magnanimous benefactor. A l l their way was moiltened 
with tears flowing from fenfible and thankful hearts; and 
all the mountain rcfounded with prayers for the long life 
and profperitv ofthe k i n g , aad rhat the crown might ne
ver leave the lineal defcendants of his family. It was 
very remarkable, that, during this long reign, though he 
was conftantly involved in war, no competitor from the 
mountain ever appeared in breach of thofe vows they had 
(o voluntarily undertaken. 

Another great advantage the king reaped by this ge
nerous conduct, was that all the moft powerful and con-
flderable people in the kingdom had an opportunity, at 
one view, to fee each individual of thc royal family that 
Y.US capable of wearing the crown, and all with one voice 
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agreed, nron thecomparifon made, that, i f they had been 
then affcmbled to elect a king, the choice would not hare 
fallen upon any but the prefent. 

Yafous is reported to have been the moft graceful and 
dexterous horfeman of his time. He diiiinguifhed hi;.._ 
felf in hunting as much for his addrefs and cour;;--
againft the beafts, as he had, for a thort while before, 
done by his affability, generofty, and benevolence, 
anbeft his own family. A l l was praife, all was enthu-
iiafm, wherever the young king prefented himfelf; the 
ill-bodl.;g monks and hermits had not yet dared tofore-
tel evii, but every common mouth predicted this was to 
be an active, vigorous, and glorious reign, without 
being thought by this to have laid any pretenfion to thc 
gift of prophecy. 

In the 9th year of the reign of Yafous, there appear* 
ed a comet, remarkable for its ftze and fiery brightnefs 
of its body, and for the prodigious length and diftinct.-
nefs of its tail. It was firft taken notice of at Gondar, 
two days before the feaft of St Michael , on which day 
the a: my takes the field. A fight fo uncommon alarmed 
all forts of people; and the prophets, who had kept 
themfelves within very moderate bounds during this 
whole reign, now thought that it was incumbent upon 
them to diftinguifh themfelves, and be filent no longer. 
Accordingly they foretold, from this phenomenon, and 
publifhed every where as a truth infallibly and immutably 
pre-ordained, that the prefent campaign was to exhibit a 
fcene of carnage and bloodfhed, more terrible and more 
extcnfive than any thing that ever had appeared in the 
annals of Ethiopia. That thefe torrents of blood, which 
were every where toful low'the footfteps ofthe king, 
were to be flopped by his death, which was to happen 
before he ever icturned again to Gondar ; and, as the ob
ject of the king's expedition was ft i l l a fecret, thefe alarm
ing prefages gained a great deal of credit. But it was not 
fo with Yafous, who, notwithftanding he was importun
ed, by learned uv n ot all forts, to put off his departure 
for fome da s, abfolutely refufed, anfwering always fuch 
requefts by ir ny and derifion: u Pho! Pho! (fays he) you 
are not in the. right; we muft give the comet fair play ; 
ufe him well , or he wi l l never appear again, .and then 
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idle people and o ld women wi l l have ncthingot amufe 
themfelves wi th . " 
. Yafous accordingly left Gondar at the time he had-ap-

pointed ; and he was already arrived at Amdaber, a few 
days distance from the capital, when an exprefs brought 
him word of his mother's death, on which he immediate
ly marched back to Gondar, and buried her in the ifland 
ojfMitraha with all poffible magnificence, and with eve
ry mark of fincere grief. 

The prophets, though they had not fucceeded in what 
they foretol 1, they kept neverthelefs a good countenance. 
It is true that no blood was fhed, nor did the king die 
before he returned to Gondar; but his mother died when 
be was a.vay, and that was much the lame thing; for 
they contended, that it was not a great miftake, from 
the bare authority of a comet, to err only in the lex o f 
the perfon that was to die ; a queen for a king was a very 
near calculation. As for the bloody ftory and the king's 
death, chey faid they had mi!taken the year in computing, 
but that it i f i l l was to happen (when it pleafed G o d ) 
fome other time. 

Thefe exp'anations were allowed by the people to be the 
belt poffible, excepting the king, who perceived a degree 
of malice in the foretelling hi., death and certain lufe of his 
army, juft at the inffant he was t. k'.ng the field. But he 
difguifed his refentment under ftrong :r;my with which he 
attacked thefe diviners inceffantly. He had inquired accn . 
ratelv the day of his mother's death : How is it, ( fays he 
to his chaplain, or kees hat/.e) that this comet ihould 
come to fjrctd ui v' mother's death, when flie was dead 
four d u s before it appeared?" Another day, to the 
fame perfn he faid, ' ; 1 fear you do my mother too much 
honour it the expence of religion. Is it decent to fup-
pofe that fuch a ftar, like that which appeared at the 
birth >f Chrift, fhould. now be employed on no great
er errand than to foretel the death of the daughter of 
Guebra Mafcal?" Thefe, and many m fuch 1 '.ii lories, 
accounted by thefe vilionanes as little fh-nt •'•' impiety, fo 
monitied Kofte (the kees hat/.e,) a great 31 liever in. and 
protector of the dreamers, that he re.bm-.-.l all Ids employ
ments, and re:irej among the her.nits into the dekrt Q( 
Werk-leva towards Sennaar, to ftudy the afpecls of the 
ftars more accurately, and more at leifure. 

A fudden 



A fudden and violent, alarm began the tenth year, and 
fpread itfelf in an inftant all over the kingdom without 
any*certain authority. The Galla with an innumerable 
armv were faid to have entered Gojam, at feveral places, 
and laid wafte the whole province, and this was the more 
extraordinary, as the Nile was now in the height of its 
inundation. On his march, the king learned, that this 
ftory arofe merely from a panic; and this formidable ar
my turned out to be no more than a fmall band of robben 
of that nation, who had palfed the river in their ufual 
way, part on horfeback, while the foot were dragged over, 
hanging at the horfes tails, or riding on goats fkins blown 
up with the wind. This fmall party had furprifed fome 
weak villages, killed the inhabitants, and immediately re
turned acrofs the river. But the alarm continued, and 
there were people at Gondar, who were ready to fwcar 
they faw the villages and churches on fire, and a large 
army of Galla in their march to lbaba, at the fame time 
that there was not one Galla on the Gojam fide of the 
river. Yafous, however, either confidering this fmall 
body of Galla coming at this unfeafonable time, and the 
panic that was fo artificially fpread, as a feint to throw 
him off his guard when a real invafion might be intend
ed, or with a view to cover his own deligns, fummoned 
all the men of the province of Gojam to meet him in 
arms at fbaba the 7th day of January, being the proper 
feafon for preparing an expedition into the country of 
the Galla. 

Yafous, for his firft wife, had married Ozoro Mala-
cotawit, a lady of great family and connections in the 
province of Gojam. By her he had a fon, Tecla Haima
nout, who was grown to manhood, and had hitherto lived 
in the moft dutiful affection and fubmiflion to his father, 
who, on his part, feemed to place unlimited confidence 
in his fon. He now gave a proof of this, not verv 
common in the annals of Abyflinia, by leaving Tecla 
Haimanout behind him, at an age when he was fit to 
reign, appointing him Betwudet, with abfolute power 
to govern in his abfence. Yafous had a miftrefs whom 
he tenderly loved, a woman of great quality likewife, 
whofe name was Ozoro Kedufte. 

While 



While the k ing was watching the motions of the 
Ga l l a , news were brought that Ozoro Kedufte" had been 
taken i l l of a fever ; and though, upon this imelligencc 
he difpofed his affairs fo as to return with all poffible 
expedition, yet when he came to Bercante, the lady's 
houfe, he found that flie was not only dead, but had 
been for fome time buried. A l l his prefence of mind 
now left him ; he fell into the moft violent tranfport o f 
wi ld defpair, and, ordering her tomb to be opened, he 
went down into it, taking his three fons along with 
him whom he had by her, and became fo frantic at the 
fight of the corpfe, that it was with the utmoft difficulty 
he could be forced again to leave the fcpulchre. He re
turned firft to Gondar, then he retired to an ifiand in 
lake Tzana, there to mourn his loft miftrefs. 

The k ing , in the mean time, having finifhed his 
mourning, difpatched Badjerund Ouftas to his fon the 
Bctwudet, at Gondar, ordering him forthwith to fend 
him a body of his houfehold troops to rendezvous on the 
the banks of the lake, oppofite to the ifiand Tchekla 
Wunze, where he then had his refidence. It has been 
faid, contrary to all truth, by thofe who have written 
travels into this country, that fons born in marriage had 
the fame preference in fucceffion as the)' have in other 
Countries. But this, is entirely without foundation ; 
for, in the firft place, there is no fuch thing as a regular 
marriage in Abyflinia ; all confifts in mere confent of 
parties. But , allowing this to be regular, not only 
natural children, that is, thofe born in concubinage 
where no marriage was in contemplation, and adulter
ous baftards, that is, the fons of unmarried women by 
married men, and all manner of fons whatever, fucceed 
equally as well to the crown as to private inheritance; 
and there cannot be a more clear example of this than in 
the prefent king, who, although he had a fon, Tecla 
Haimanout, born of thc queen Malacotawit in wedlock 
was yet fucceeded by three baffaid brothers, all fons of 
Yafous, born in adultery, that is, in the life of the 
queen. David and Hannes were fons of the king by 
his favourite Ozoro Kedufte ; Bacufla, by another ladv 
of quality. > 

Though 



Though thc queen, Malacotawit, had pafied over with 
feeming indifference the preference the king had given 
his miftrefs, Ozoro Kedufte, during her lifetime, yet, 
from a very unaccountable kind of jealoufy, fhe could 
not forgive thofe violent tokens of affection the king 
had fhewn after her death, by going down with his f o n s 

and remaining with the body in the grave. Ful l of re-
fentment for this, fhe had perfuaded her fon, Tecla 
Haimanout, that Yafous had determined to deprive 
him of his fucceflion, to fend him and her, his mother, 
both to Wechncb and place his baftard brother, Dav id , 
fon of Ozoro Kedufte, upon the throne. The queen 
had been very diligent in attaching to her the principal 
people about the court. By her own friends, and the afhft. 
ance of the difcontentcd and banifhed monks, fhe had 
railed a great army in Gojam under her brothers, Der-
min and Paulus. Tecla Haimanout had fhewn great 
figns of wifdom and talents for governing, and very 
much attached to himfelf fome of his father's oldeft and 
ableft fervants. It was, therefore, agreed, in return to 
Yafous's meffage by Ouftas, to anfwer, That, after fo 
long a reign, and fo much bloodfhed, the king would 
do well to retire to fome convent for the reft of his Hf C j 

and atone for the many great fins he had committed ; 
and that he fhould leave the kingdom in the bands of his 
fon Tecla Haimanout, as the ancient k ing Caleb had 
refigncd his crown into the hands of St Pantalcon in 
favour of his fon Guebra Mafcal. As it was not very 
fate to deliver fuch a meffage to a king fuch as Yafous, it 
was therefore fent to him by a common foot-foldier, 
who could not be an object of refeitment. 

The king received it at Tchekta Wunze, the ifiand in 
thc lake Tv.ana, where he war. then refiding. He anfwer-
cd with great fharpnefs, by the fame mcllengcr, That 
he had been long informed who thefe were that had fedu-
ced his fon, 1 ecla Haimanout, at once from his duty to 
him as his father, and his allegiance as his fovercign; 
that though he did not hold them to be equal in far.ctity 
to St Pantalcon, yet fuch as they were, he propofed im
mediately tn 0teft them at Gondar, and fettle there his 
fons coronation." 

A mef-



A meffage like this could not fail of being perfectly 
underftood. Thofe of the court that were with Tecla 
Haimanout, and the inhabitants of the capital, met to
gether, and bound themfelves by a folemn oath to l ive 
and die with their k ing Tecla Haimanout. _ The feverity 
of Yafous was well known ; his provocation now was a 
juft one; and the meafure of vengeance rhat awaited them, 
every one concerned knew to be fuch that there was no 
alternative but death or victory. Neither party were 
ilack in preparations. Kafmati Honorius, governor o f 
Damot, a veteran officer and old fervant of Yafous, col
lected a large body of troops and marched them down the 
weft fide of thc lake. Yafous having there joined them, 
and putting himfelf at the head of his army, began bis 
march, rounding the lake on its fouth fide towards 
Dingleber. 

Tecla Haimanout did not delay a moment after hear
ing his father was in motion, but inarched with his army 
fn»m Gondar, attended with all the enfigns of royalty. 
JEte encamped at Hartcho, in that very field where Z a 
.Denghel was defeated and flain by his rebellious fub* 
jects. Think ing this a poft ominous to kings, he refolv
ed to wait for his father there, and give him bat;!-. Thc 
king, in his march through the low country of Dembea, 
was attacked by a punid fever, very common in thofe 
parts, which fo increafed upon him that he was obliged 
to be carried back to Tchekla Wunze. This accident 
difcouraged his whole party. Hisarmv, with Honorius, 
took the road.tp Gojam, but did not difperfe, awaiting 
the recovery ofthe king. Hut the queen, Malacotawit, 
no fooner heard that ,k afous her huiband was fick at 
Tchekla Wunze, than fhe fent to her fon Tecla H a i 
manout to leave his unwholefome ftation, and march 
back immediately to Gondar; and, as foon as he was 
icturned, fhe difpatched her two brothers, Dertnin and 
Pauhis, with a body of fddicrs and two Mahometan 
mufqueteers, who, entering the Wand Tchekla Wunze 
by furprife, fhot and difabfcd the king while fitting on a 
couch; immediately afcr which, Dermin thru ft him 
through with a hvord. '1 hey attempted afterwards to 
burn thc body, in order to avoid t h e i l l - w i i the (Mil of 
it muft occafion. In this, however, the) v.eie ".•everted 
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by the priefts of thc ifland and the neighbouring nobili
ty, who took poficfiion ofthe body, wafhed it, and per
formed all the riles of fepulture, then carried it in a kind 
of triumph, with every mark of magnificence due to the 
burialofaking, interring i t i n the fmall ifiand of Mitraha, 
where lay the body ot all his anceftors, and where M r . 
Biuce faw the body of this king i t i l l entire. Nor did 
the prince his fon, Tecla Haimanout, now king, dif-
courage the people in the refpect they voluntarily paid 
10 his father. On the contrary, that parricide himfelf 
(hewed every outward mark of duty, to the which in
wardly his heart had been long a ftranger. 

Poncet, w ho faw this k ing , gives this character of 
h i m : He fays he was a man very fond of war, but 
a.erfe to the (bedding of blood. However this may ap
pear a contradiction, or faid for the fake of the antithe-
fis, it really was the true character of this prince, who, 
fond of war, and in the perpetual career of victory, did, 
by pufhinghis conquests as far as they could go, inevit
ably occalion the fpilling of much blood. Yet, when 
his army was not in the field, though he detected a mul
titude of confpiracies among priefts and other people at 
borne, whofe lives in confequence were forfeited to the 
law, he very rarely, either from bis own motives, or 
the perfuafion of others, could be induced to inflict ca
pital punifhments though often ftrcngly provoked to it. 

T E C L A H A I M A N O U T I. 

From 1704 to 1706. 

I lias the Armenian, who was charged with letters of 
protection from Yafous to meet the miflionary M . du 
Roule at Sennaar, where he had been murdered, had 
reached within three days journey of that capital, when 
he heard that king Yafous was aflaflinated. Terrified 
at the news, he returned in the utmofl hafle to Gondar, 
and picfented the letters, which hid been written by 
Yafous, to be renewed by his fon, king Tecla Haima
nout. Tecla Haimanout read 1 is father's letters, arid 
approved of their contents, ordering them TO be copied 
in his own name ; and Elian wit! out delay fet out with 



B R U C E - s T R A V E L S . • 

them. M r . Bruce has here inferted a tranflatlon of thefe 
letters, which were originally written in Arabic, and 
appear to M r . Bruce to be ot the few that are authentic 
among thofe many which have been publiihed as com
ing from Abyflinia. 

" The king Tecla Haimanout, fon ofthe king ofthe 
church of Ethiopia, king of a thoufand churches. O n 
the part of the powerful auguft king, arbiter of nations, 
fhadow of C o d upon earth, the guide of kings who pro-
fefs the religion of .the MeJfiah, the molt powerful of 
Chriftian kings, he that maintains order berWeen M a 
hometans and Chrhtians, protector of the boundaries of 
Alexandria, obfervcr ofthe commandments of tkc gof-
p-1, defcended of the line of the prophets David and 
.Solomon,—may the hie fling of lfraeJ be upon our pro
phet and upon them.—To the k ing Haady, fon ot 
the king Ounfa, may his reign be fifll of happineis, be
ing a prince endowed with thefe rare qualities that de-
f rve the higheft praifes as governing his kingdom with 
diftinguifhed wifdom, and by an order full of equity.— 
The king of France, who is a Chriftian, wrote a letter 
feven or eight years ago, by which he figniried to me, 
that he wifhed to open a trade for the advantage of his 
fubjecis and of mine, which requcft we have granted. 
We come at prefent to underftand, that he has fent us 
prefehts by a man whofe name is Du Roule, who has 
likewife feveral others along with him, and that thefe 
people have been arrcfted at your town of Sennaar. 
W e require of you, therefore, to fet them immediately 
at liberty, and to fufter them to come to us wdth all thc 
marks of honour, and that you fhould pay regard to the 
ancient friendlhip which has always fubfiftcd between 
our predeceflbrs, fince the time of the king ofScdgid add 
the king of Kun, to the prefent day. W e alfo demand 
of you to fufter all the fubjects of the king of France to 
pafs, and all thofe that come with letters of his conful 
who is at Cairo, as all fuch Frenchmen come for trade 
only, being ofthe fame religion wi th us. We likewife 
recommend to you, that you permit to pafs fteely, all 
French Chriftians, Cophts, and Syrians who follow our 
rites, obferving our religion, and who intend coming 
into our country; and that you do not fuifer any of 
thofe who arc contrary to our religion to pafs, fuch as 
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the monk Jofeph, and his companions, whom yon may 
keep at Sennaar, it being in no fhape our intention to 
fuffcr them to come into our dominions, where they 
would occafion troubles, as being enemies to our faith. 
God grant you your defires*"—Wrote the toth of Z u l -
kade, Anno i i r8, i. e. the 21ft of January 1706. 

The direction i s — " To king Baady, fon of king 
Ouhfa, may God favour him with his grace." 

M r . Bruce remarks on this letter, that the Arabs, who 
fed their flocks near the frontiers of the two countries, 
v.eie often plundered by the kings of Abydiira making 
defcents into Atbara; but this \.as never reckoned a 
violation of peace between thc two fovereigns. O n the 
contrary, as the motive of the Arabs, for coming fouth 
•into the frontiers ot Abyflinia, was to keep themfelves 
independent, and cut of the reach of Sennaar, when the 
king of Abvffmia%cll upon them there, he was under
wood to cV that morarch fervice, by driving them down 
farther within his reach. The Baharnagalh has been 
always at war with them ; they are tributary to him for 
eating his grafs and drinking his water, and nothing 
that he ever does to them gives any trouble or inquie
tude to SennW. It is interpreted as maintaining his 
ancient dominion over the Shepherds, thofe of Sennaar 
being a new power, and accounted as ufuipcrs. 

Tranjlulion cf an Arabic Letter from the K ing of Abyfl i 
nia to M . du Roulc. 

** The K i n g Tecla Haimanout, king of the efla-
blifhed church, fon of the king of a thoufand churches, 

** This letter ccmeth forth from the venerabls, auguft 
king,, who is the fbadow of God, guide of Chriftian 

?rinces that are in the world, the moft powerful of the 
s'nzarean kings, obferver of the commandments of the 

gofpel, protector of the confines of Alexandria, he that 
maintaineth order between Mahometans and Chriftians, 
defcended from the family of the proj.hets David and 
Solomon, upon whom being the hidings of Ifracl, may 
G o d make his happinefs eternal, and his power perpetu
al, and protect his arms—So be i t .—To his excellence 
the moft virtuous and moft prudent man D u Roule, a 

G 3 French-



Frenchman fent to- us, may God preferve him. and 
make him arrive at a degree of eminence—So be i t . 
Eiias, your interpreter, whom you fent before you, be
ing arrived here, has been well received. \ V e have un
derstood that you are fent to us on thepart of the king, 
of France our brother, and are furprifed that you have 
been detained at Sennaar. W e fend to you at prefent a 
letter for king Baady, in order that he may fet you at 
liberty, and not do you any injury, nor to thofe that are 
with you, but may behave in a manner that hs proper 
both for you and to us, according to the religion of 
Elias that you fent, who is a Syrian ; and all thofe that 
mav come afer you from the king of France our brother, 
or 'h i s conful at Cairo, fhall be well received, whether 
they be ambaffadors or private merchants, becaufe we 
love thofe that are of our religion. We receive with 
pleafure thofe who, do not oppofe our laws, and we fend 
away thofe that do oppofe them. For this reafon, we 
did not receive immediately Jofeph with all his com
panions, not chooiing that fuch fort of people fhould 
appear in our prefence, nor intending that they ihjuld 
pafs Sennaar, in order to avoid troubles which may oc
cafion the death of many; but with refpeel to you, 
have nothing to< fear, you may come in ail fafety, cind 
you fhall be received with honour."—Written the ififth 
of the month Zulkade, Anno inS. /'. e. the 21ft of 
January ofthe year 1706. 

The addrefs i s — " Let the prefent be delivered to M . 
'* du Roule at 'he town of Sennaar." 

The unlucky mclfenger, Elias, was again about to 
enter Sennaar, when he received information that D u 
Roule was aifailinAted. I f he had fled haitily from this 
inauipicious place upon the murder of Yafous, his haitc 
was now tenfold, as he coniidered himfelf engaged in 
the fame cfrcumilances that had involved M . du Koule's 
attendants in his mh fortune. The king, upon hearing 
the account given by Elias of the melancholy fate of the 
ambaffador at Sennaar, was fo exafperated, that he gave 
immediate ord -rs for recalling fuch of his troops as he 
had permitted to go to any confiderable diftance; and, 
in a council held for that purpofe, he declared, that he 
coniidered the death of M . du Roule a%an affront that 
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immediate!)' affected his crown and dignity. He was, 
therefore, determined not to pafs it over, but to make 
the king of Sennaar fenfible that he, as well as all rhc 
other kings upon earth, knew the neceffity of obferving 
the law of nations, and the bad confequence of perpe
tual retaliations that muft follow the violation of ir. 
In the mean time, thinking th;>t the bafha of Cairo 
was the caufe of this, he wrote the following letter to 
him. 

Tranflation of an Arabic Letter from thc K ing of Abyf-
finia to thc Bafha and Divan of Cairo. 

'* To the Pacha, and Lords of thc Mil i t ia of Cairo. 
C n the part of thc king of Abj ffinia, the king Tecla 
Haimanout, fon of the king of the church of Atwflinia. 
C n the part of the auguft king, the powerful arbiter of 
nations, fhadow of God upon earth, the guide of kings 
who nrofefs the religion ofthe Mcftiah, the moft power
ful of* all Chriftian kings, he who maintains order be
tween Mahometans and Chriftians, protector ofthe con
fines of Alexandria, obferver of the commandments of 
thc gofpel, heir from father to fon of a moft powerful 
kingdom, descended of the family of David and Solo
mon,—may the blefling. of Ifrael he upon our prcpher, 
and upon them 1 may his happinefs be durable, and his 
greatnefs laftmg, and may his powerful army be always 
feared.—To the moft powerful lord, elevated by his 
dignity, venerable by his merits, diftinguifhed by his 
ftrength and riches among all Mahometans, the refuge 
of all thofe that reverence him, who hy bis prudence go
verns and directs the armies of the noble empire, and 
commands his confines; victorious viceroy of Egypt, 
the four corners of which ft-.all be always refpected and 
defended:—fo be i t .—And to all the diftinguifhed 
princes, judges, men cf learning, and ether officers 
whofe butinefs it is to maintain order and good govern
ment, and to all commanders in general, may God pre-
fcrvc them all in their dignities, in thc noblenefs of the'r 
health. You are to knew that our anceftors never bore 
any envy toother kings, Sordid they ever occalion them 
any trouble, 01 fliew them : ny mark of hatred. On the 
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contrary, they have, upon all occafions, given them 
proofs of their friendflups, affilling them gencroullv 
relieving them in their neceflities, as well in what con
cerns the caravan and pilgrims of Mecca in Arabia Fe
lix, as in the Indies, in Ptrfia, and other dillant and 
out-of-the-way places, alfo by protecting diftinguifhed 
perfons in every urgent neceflity. Neverthelefs, the 
king of France our brother, who profefles our religion 
and cur law, having been induced thereto, by fome ad
vances of friendlhip on our part fuch as are proper, fort 
an ambaifador to us; I underiland that you caufed him 
to be arreiled at Sennaar, and alfo another by name 
Murat, the Syrian, whom you did put in prifon alfo, 
though he was lent to that ambafiador on our part.̂  and 
by thus doing, you have violated the law of nations 
as ambaffadors of kings ought to be at liberty to go 
wherever they will ; and it is" a general obligation to 
treat them with honour, and not to moled or detain 
them, nor mould they be fubject to pay cufloms, or any 
fort of prefents. We could very foon repay you in 
kind, if we were inclined to revenge the infult you have 
offered to the man Murat fent on our part ; the Nile 
would be fufficient to punifh you, fince God hath put 
into our power his fountain, his outlet, and his increafe, 
and that we can difpofe of the fame to do you harm ; 
for the prefent we demand of, and exhort you to defift 
from any future vexations tov\ards our envoys, and not 
difturb us by detaining thofe who fhall be fent towards 
you, but you (hall let then pafs and continue their route 
without delay, coming and going wherever they will 
freely for their own advantage, whether they are our 
fubjeds or frenchmen, and whatever you (ball do to or 
for them, we fhall regard as done to or for ourfelvcs." 

'fhe addrefs is—** To the bafha, princes, and lords 
governing the town of great Cairo, may God favour 
them with his goodnefs.' 

There arc fome things very remarkable in this letter. 
Thc king of Abyifnia values himfelf, and his predecef 
fori, upon never having molclted or troubled any of h.'s 
neighbour* who were kings, nor borne any envy to
wards them. Wc^irc not then to believe what we fee 
often in hillory, that there was frequent war between 
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Sennaar and Abyflinia, or that Sennaar was tributary to 
Abyflinia. That ftripe of country, inhabited by the 
Shangalla, would, in this cafe, have been firfl conquer
ed. But it is more probable, that the great difference 
of climate, which immediately takes place between the 
two kingdoms, the great want of water on the frontiers, 
barriers placed there by the hand of Nature, have been 
the means of keeping thefe kingdoms from having any 
mutual concerns; and fo, indeed, we may guefs by the 
utter filence of the books, which never mention any 
war at Sennaar t i l l the beginning of the reign of Soc i -
nios. 

The next thing remarkable is his protection of the pi l
grims who go to Mecca, and the merchants, that go to 
India. Several caravans of both fet out yearly from his 
kingdom, all Mahometans, fome of whom go to Mecca 
for religion, the others to India, by Mocha, to trade. 

The king, after having -conquered all his enemies, 
was perfuaded, by fome of his favourites, hrft to dif-
mifs Dermin, his general, and his army, then all the 
troops that ha I joined him, and go with a few of his at
tendants, or court, to hunt the buffalo in the neigh
bouring country, Idi ; which council the young, prince 
to raibiy adopted, fufpecting no treafen. 

Duiing the hunting-match, a confpiracy was. formed 
by Guehtr M o , his two brothers, Falambaras, Hannes, 
and feveral others, old officers belonging to the late 
king Yafous, who faw that he intended, one by one, to 
weed them out of the way as foon as fafliy he could, 
and that the whole power and favour was at lait to fall 
into the hands of tfe Iteghe, and her brothers Dermin 
and Paulus. Accordingly»one morning, the confpirators 
having furrounded him while tiding, one of them thru ft 
him through the body with a fword, and threw hitn 
from his mule upon the earth. 'I hey then laid his body 
upon a horfe, and, with ail poffible expedition, carried 
him to the houfe of A/ena Michael, where he arrived 
vet alive, but died immediately upon being taken from 
the horfe. Paojerund Ouftas, and feme others of his 
father's old officers, who had attached themfelves to him 
after h :s father's death, took the bedy of the king and 
hurried it in Quebnm.. 
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This aflatfnation was no fooner known, than the 
mailer of the horfe, with the fe.v troops that he could 
gather together, cane to the palace, and took a ybun r 
fon of Tecla Haimanout, aged only four years, who n he 
proclaimed king, and the heghe,* Malacotawit, regent 
of the kingdom. But Badjexund Ou'las, and thofe 
who had not been concerned in the murder of either 
k ing , went ftraight to the molinta n of Wechne, and 
brought thence Tifil is , that is Theophilus, fon to Han
nes, and brother to the late king Yafous whom they 
crowned at Emfras, and called him, by his inauguration 
name, Atferar Segued. 

T I F I L I S . 

F R O M 1706 T O I 7 0 9 . 

The new king, Theophilus, a few days after his co
ronation, having called the whole c uirt and clergy toge
ther, declared to them, thn: his faith upon the difputa
ble point concerning our Saviour's incarnation wa. dif
ferent from that of his brother Yafous, or that of his 
nephew Tecla Haimanout, but in everv reTpect conform
able to that of the monks of Gojam, folio .vers of Abba 
Eu.tathius, and that of the Iteghe, Milacotawit, Der
min, and Paulus. A violent clam -a: was ihftantly raifed 
againft. the king by the priefts of Debra Libarios, is hav
ing forfaken the religious principles of his predceeabrs. 
But the king was inflexible; and this ingratbue-'i him 
more with the inhabitants o t Goja\n. Not many days 
after, the king arreded fhe malter ofthe horfe, Johan
nes Falambaras, the Betwudet T i g i , and feveral ethers, 
all fuppofed to be 'concerned in the murder of the late 
k ing , and confined them rn feveral places aridprifons': 

This conduct of the king entirely relieved the' minis 
of all the friends of Tecla Haimanout from any further 
fear of being called to account for the murder of Yafous ; 
and, . i n confcqucnce of this, the queen Malacotawit 
with her brothers Dermin and Paulus, and all the mur
derers-of the late k ing Yafous, ca.ne to Gondar that 
fame winter to do homage to Theophilus, whom they 
now thought their greateit protector. But the wife and 
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fagacious king had kept his fecret in his own bofom. A l l 
his behaviour hitherto had been only diflimulation, to 
induce hb brother's murderers to come within his power. 
And no fooner did he fee that be had fucceeded in this, 
than the very firft day, while they were yet at audience, 
he ordered an officer, in his own pretence, to arreft lirft 
the queen, and then her two brothers Dermin and Pau
lus. He gave the fame directions concerning the reft of 
the confpirators, who were all (cattcred about Gon
dar, eating, drinking, and fearing nothing, but rejoic
ing at the happy days they had promifed themfelves, and 
Mere now to fee : he ordered the whole of them, amount
ing to 37 pcrfons, many of thefe ofthe firft rank, to be 
all executed that fame forenoon. 

The fi: ft executed was the queen, who was taken im-
mediat.lv from his prefence and hanged by thc common 
hangman on the tree before the palace gate: the firft of 
her rank, it is believed, that ever died fo vile a death, 
cither in Abyflinia or any other country. Dermin and 
Paulus were firft carried to the tree to fee their filter's ex
ecution ; after which, one after the other, they were 
thruft through with fwords, the weapon with which they 
had wounded the late king Yafous. But the two Maho
metans were fhot with mufkets, it having- been in that 
manner they had ended the late king's life, after Dermin 
had wounded him with a fword. As they had committed 
high treafon, none of the bodies of thefe traitors were 
allowed to be buried; they were hewn in fmall pieces 
with knives, and ftrewed about thc ftreels, to be eaten 
by thc h} aenas and dogs: a moft barbarous and offeniive 
cuftom, to which they ftrictly adhere to this very day. 

Theophilus, after having thus taken ample vengeance 
for the murder of his brother Yafous, did not flop here. 
Ttcia Haimanout was, it is true, a parricide, but he was 
likewife a king, and his nephew ; nor did it feem juft to 
Theophilus that it fhould be left in the wil l of private 
fubjects, after having acknowledged Tecla Haimanout 
a.> their fovereign, to choofe a time afterwards, in which 
they were to cut him off for a crime, which, however 
great, had not hindered them fromfwearing allegiance to 
him at hisa.ceflion, andenteringint.)hisfcrviceatthctime 
when it was recently committed. H e , the rcfore, orded 

all 

http://mediat.lv


all the regicides in cuttody to be put to death ; and fent 
circular letters to the feveral governors, that they mould 
obfeive the fame rule as to all thofe directly concerned 
in the murder of his nephew 1 ecla Haimanout, who 
fhould be found in places under their command, 

O U S T A S. 

f R O M I 709 to I 7 I 4 . 

The Abyffinians, from a very antient tradition, attri^ 
bute the foundation of their monarchy to Mcnilek fon of 
Solomon, by the queen of Saba, or Azab, rendered i u 
the Vulgate, the Queen of the fouth. 

Yafous the Great, after a long and glorious reign, had 
been murdered bv his Ion Tecla Haimanout. T w o years 
after, this parricide fell in the fame manner. 1 he auaf-
ltnation of two princes, fo nearly related, and in fo fhort 
a time, had involved, from different motives, the "great-
eft part of the noble families of the kingdom, either in 
the crime itfelf, or in the fufpicion of aiding and abet
ting it. 

Tifi l is , or Theophilus, brother of Yafous, upon thc 
death of Tecla Haimanout, had been brought from the 
mountain, and placed on the throne as fucceffor to his 
nephew ; this prince was fcarcely crowned when be made 
fome very fevere examples ofthe murderers of his bro
ther, and he feemed privately taking informations that 
would have reached the whole of them, had not death 
put an en 1 to his enquiries and to his juttice. 

The family of king Yafous was very numerous on the 
mountain, it was the favourite ftore whence both the 
foldiery and the citizens chofe to bring their princes. 
Tiicrc were, at that very inftant, many of his fons prin
ces of great hopes and proper ages. Nothing then was 
more probable than that the prince, now to fucceed, 
would be of that family, and, as fuch, interefted in pur 
filing the fame meafures of vengeance on the murderers 
of his father and of his brother as the late k'ng Theophi-
1. s had done ; and how far, or to wdiom this might ex
tend, was neither certain nor fafe to truft to. 
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The time was now paft when the nobles vied with each 
other, who fhould be the firfl to fleal away privately, or 
go with open force, to take the new king from the moun
tain, and bring him to Gondar, his capital. 

Under'all thefe circumftances, a fubject had the ambi
tion and boldr.efs to offer himfelf for k ing, and he was 
accordingly elected. This was Onffas, fon of Delba 
Yafous, by a daughter of the late king of that name ; 
and Abyflinia now faw, for the fecond tune, a flranger 
feated on the throne of Solomon. Ouftrts was a man of 
iindifputed merit, and had filled the greateft offices in 
thc {fate. He had been Badjerund, or mafter of the 
houfehold, to the late king Yafous. Tecla Haimanout, 
who fucceeded, had made him governor of Samen ; and 
though, in the next reign, he had fallen into difgace 
with Theophilus, this ferved but to" aggrandize him 
more, as he was very foon after reftored to favour, and 
by this very prince raifed to the dignity of Ras, thc firft 
place under the king, and invcflcd at once with the go
vernment of two provinces, Samen and Tigre, H e was, 
at the death of Theophilus, the greateft fubject in Abyf-
finia; one ftep higher fet him on the throne, and the 
circumlfances of the time invited him to take it. H e 
had every quality of body and mind requifite for a king ; 
but the conftitinion of his countryhad made it unlawful 
for him to reign. H e took upon his inauguration the 
name of Tzai Segued. • 

The new king Ouftas followed thc cuftoms of the 
ancient monarchs of Abyflinia, whofe conftant practice 
was to make a public hunting match the firft expedition 
of their reign. On thefe occafions the k ing , attended 
by all the gxeat officers of ftate, whofe merit and capa
city are already acknowledged, reviews his young nobi
l i ty , who all appear to the beft advantage as to arms, 
horfes, and equpage, with the_ greateft number of fer-
vants and attendants. The fcene of thS hunting is a l 
ways in Ko l l a , crowded with an immenfe number of 
the largeft and fierceft'wild hearts, elephants, rhinoceros, 
lions, leopards, panthers, and buffaloes fiercer than 
them all , wild boars, wild affes, and many varieties 
of thc deer kind. 
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As foon as thc game is roufed, and forced out of the 
wood by the footmen and dogs, they all fingly, or feve
ral together, according to the fizc of the bead, or as 
ft) engrh and abilrty in managing their horfes admit, at
tack the animal upon thc plain with long pikes or fpears, 
or two javelins in their hands. The king, unlefs very 
young, fits on horfe-back on a rifing ground, furrounded 
by the graver fort, who point out to him the names of 
thofe of the nobility that are happy enough to diftin-
guifh themfelves in his fight. Each young man brings 
before the king's tent, as a trophy, a part of the beaft he 
has flain; the head and the fkin of a lion or leopard, 
the fcalp or horns of a deer , the tail of a buffalo, or the 
horn of a rhinoceros. The great trouble, force, and 
time necelfary to take out the teeth of the elephant, 
feidom make them ready to be prefented with the reft of 
the fpoils. The head o f a boar is brought ftuck upon 
a lance; but is not touched, as being unclean. 

The king's perquifites are the elephant's teeth. O f 
thefe round ivory rings are turned for bracelets, and a 
quantity of them always brought by him to be diftribu-
ted among the moft deferving in the field, and kept ever 
after as certificates of gallant behaviour. Nor is this 
mark attended with honour alone. Any man who fhall 
from the k ing , queen-regent, or governor of a province, 
receive fo many of thefe rings as fhall cover his arm 
down to his wrift, appears before the twelve judges on 
a certain day, and there, laying down his arm with thefe 
rings upon it , the king's cook breaks every one in fts 
turn with a k ind of kithen-cleaver, whereupon the 
judges give him a certificate, which proves that he is 
entitled to a territory, whofe revenue muft exceed 2 0 
ounces of gold, and this is never either refufed or de
layed. A l l the different fpecies of game, however, are 
not equally rated. He that flays a Galla , or Shangalla, 
man to man, is entitled to two rings ; he that flays an 
elephant, to two; a rhinoceros, two: a giraffa, on ac
count of its fpeed, and to encourage horfemanfhip, two ; 
a buffalo, two; a l ion, two ; a leopard, one ; two boars, 
whofe tufks are grown, one; and one for every four of 
the deer kind. 
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Aout thc kill ing of thefe beafls great difputes con-
fiantly arife; to determine which, and prevent feuds and 
quarrels, a council fits every evening, in which is an 
office* called Dtmjhajha, or Red Cap, from a piece c f 
red fiik he wears upon his forehead, leaving the top of 
his head hare, for no pcrfon is allowed to cover his head 
entirely except the king, the twelve judges and dignified 
priefts. This officer regulates the precedence of one no
bleman over another, and is pofl'cfled of the hiftory of all 
pedigrees, the noblefl of which are always accounted 
thofe neareft to the king reigning. 

Before the council, every man pleads his own caufe, 
and receives immediate fentence. It is a fettled rule, 
that thofe who ftrike the animal firft, i f the lance rema n 
upright, or in the fame direction in which it enters the 
bcalt, are underftood to be the flayers of the beail, wd:at-
ever number combat with him afterwards. There is 
one exception, however, that i f the bcaft, after receiv ing 
the firft wound, tho' the lance is in him, fhould lay hold 
of a horfe or man, fo that it is evident lie would prevail 
againft them ; a buffalo, for example, that fhould tofs a 
man with his horns, or an elephant that fhould take a 
horfe with his trunk, the man who fhall then flay the 
beaft, and prevent or revenge the death of the man or 
horfe attacked, fhall be accounted the flayer of the beaft, 
and entitled to the premium. This was the ancient era-

Eloyment of thefe councils. In M r . Bruce's time they 
ept up this cuftom in point of form ; the council fat 

hfte upon moft ferious affairs of the nation; and the 
death, banifhment, and degradation of the firfl men in 
the kingdom were agitated and determined here, under 
the pretence of fitting to judge the prizes of paftimcs. 
This hunting is feldom prolonged beyond a fortnight. 

From ocular inflection, thc king is prefumed to be 
able to choofe among thc young nobility thofe that are 
ready for taking the neccflary charges in the army ; and 
it is from his judgment in this, that the priefts foretel 
whether his reign is to be a fuccefsful one, or to end in 
misfortune and difappointment. 

The high country of Abyflinia is deftitute of wood ; 
the whole lower part of the mountains is fown with dif
ferent forts of grain; the upper part perfectly covered 
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with grafs and all forts of verdure. There are no 
plains or very fmall _ ones. Such a countrv, there-
tore, is unfit for hunting, as it is incapable oV either 
flickering or nourifhing any number ot wild beafis 
The lower, country, however, called Kol l a , i s f u u D j 
wood, confequently thinly inhabited. The mountains 
not joined in chains or ridges, run in one upon the other, 
but, franding each upon its particular bale, are acceflible 
all round, and interfperfed with plains. Great rivers 
falling from the high country with prodigious violence, 
during the tropical rains, have in the plains warned 
away the foil down to the fo'id rock, and formed large 
batons of great capacity, where, though the water be
comes ftagnant in pools when the currents fail above, 
yet, from their great depth and quantity, they refift 
being confumed by evapoiation, being alfo thick co
vered with large fhady trees whofe leaves never fall. 
Thefe large trees, which, in their growth, and vegeta
tion of their branches, exceed any thing that our ima
gination can figure, are as neceffary for food, as the 
pools of water arc for citterns to contain drink, for 
thofe monftrous beafts, fuch as the elephant and rhi
noceros, who there make their conftant refidence, and 
who would die with hunger and withthirft, unlets they 
were thus copioufly fupplied both with food and water. 

Flat as thc deferts are on which this country borders, 
it has fat black earth for its foil. Many nations of per
fect blacks inhabit the low country, all Pagans, and mor
tal enemies to the Abyffinian government. Hunting thefe 
miferable wretches is the next expedition undertaken by 
a new king. The feafon of this is jult before the rains, 
while the poor favage is yet lodged under thc trees prepar
ing his food for the approaching winter, before he retires 
into his caves in the mountain, where he palfes that incle
ment feafon in conftant confinement, but as conftant fecu-
rity ; for thefe nations are all Troglodytes, and by the 
Abyffinians arc called Shangalla. 

Whatever pains Ouftas took to attach himfelf to the no
bility, a dangerous confpiracy was already forcing at 
Gondar by thofe very people who had perfuaded him to 
mount the throne, and whom he had left at home, from a 
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perfuafion that they only were to be truftcd with thc fup-
port of his bltereft and the government in his ahfence. 
Upon the firft intelligence, the king^ with a chofen body 
of troops, entered Gondar in the night, and furprifed the 
confpirators while actually fnt'ng in council. Ras H c -
zekias, his prime minifter, and Heracliries, mafter of his 
houfehold, and five others of the principle confederates, 
loft their cars and no-fes, and were thrown into prifon in 
fuch circumftances that they could not live. Benaia Baffle, 
one of the principle traitors, and the moft obr.ox:ous to' 
the king, efcaped for a time, having had already intelli
gence of Ouftas's coming. 

The king having quieted every thing at Gondar, being 
at peace with all his neighbours, and having no other way 
to amufe his troops and keep them employed, fet out to 
join the remainder of his young nobility whom he had left 
in thc Kol la to attack the Shangalla, who were formerly a 
very numerous people, divided into diflindt tribes, or, as 
it is called, different nations, living each feparatcly in dif-
tinct territories, each under the government of the chief 
of its own name, and each family of that name under the 
jurifdiction of its own chief, or head. 

Thefe Shangalla, during the fair half of the year, live 
under the fhade of trees, the loweft branches of which 
they cut near the ftem on the upper parr, and then bend, 
or break them down, planting the ends of the branches in 
the earth. Thefe branches they cover with the fkins of 
wild beafts. After this they cut away all the fmall or fu-
pcrfluous branches in the infide, and fo form a fpacious 
pavilion, which at a diftance appears, like a tent, the tree 
fervingfor the pole in the middle of it, and the large top 
ovcrfh ado wing it fo as to make a very picturefque appear
ance. Every tree then is a houfe, under which live a mul
titude of black inhabitants until the tropical rains begin. 
It is then they hunt the elephant, which they k i l l by many 
various devices, as they do the rhinoceros and the other 
large creatures. Thofe who rtfide'wtew water abounds, 
with the fame induftry k i l l the hippopotami, or rivcr-
horfes, which arc exceedingly numerous in the pools of 
the ftagnant rivers. Where this flat belt, or country is 
broadetr, the trees thickeft, and the water in the largeft 
pools, there the moft powerful nations live, who have of-
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ten defeated the royal army of Abyflinia, and conftantly 
laid wafte, and fometimes nearly conquered, the provin
ces of Tigre and Sire, the moft warlike and moft popu
lous part in Abyflinia. 

M r . Bruce, before he gives over the account of the 
Shangalla, delivers them again out of their caves, be
caufe this return includes the hiflory of an operation ne
ver heard of perhaps in Europe. N o fooner does the fun 
pafs the zenith, going fouthward, than the rains inltant-
ly ceafe ; and the thick canopy of clouds, which had ob-
fcured the fky during their continuance, being removed, 
the fun appears in a beautiful fky of pale blue, dappled 
with fmali thin clouds, which foon after disappear, and 
leave the heavens of a moft beautiful azure. A very few 
days of the intenfe heat then dries the ground fo peifectly, 
that i t gapes in chafms; the grafs, ftruck at the roots by 
the rays, fupports itfelf no more, but droops and becomes 
parched. To clear this away, the Shangalla fet fire to 
it , which runs with incredible violence the whole breadth 
c.f Africa, pafting under the trees, and followiug the dry 
grafs among the branches with fuch velocity as not to 
hurt the trees, but to occafion every leaf to fall. 

A proper diftance is preferved between each habitation, 
and round the principal watering-places; and here the 
Shangalla again f ix their tents in the manner before de-
fcribed. .Nothingcan be more beautiful than thefe fliady 
habitations; but they have this fatal effect, that they.arc 
difcernible from the high grounds, and guide their ene
mies to the places inhabited. The coan'ry now cleared, 
the hunting begins, and, with the hunting, the danger 
of the Shangalla. A l l the governors bordering upon the 
country, from the Baharnagafh to the Ni le on the weft, 
are obliged to pay a certain number of flaves. 

The Shangalla go all naked; they have feveral wives, 
and thefe very prolific. They bring forth children with 
the utmoft cafe, and never reft or confine themfelves after 
delivery., but warning themfelves and the child with cold 
water, they wrap it up in a foft cloth made of the bark 
of trees, and hang it upon a branch, that the large ants, 
with which they are infefted, and the ferpents, may not 
devour it. After a few days, when it has gathered (frength,. 
the mother carries it in 'the fame cloth upon her back, 
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and gives it fuck with thc breaft, which fhe throws over 
her lhowldtr, this part being of fuch a length as, in fome, 
to reach ahnoil to their knees. 

From theconftant interruptions Oultas had met with in 
all his hur ting-matches, the divining monks had pro-
phefied his reign was to be fhort, and attended with 
much bloodfhed ; nor were they for once diflatt from 
the truth; for, in the month of January 17 I J , while he 
was overlooking the workmen building the church of 
Abba Anton ;us at Gondar. he was taken fuddenly i l l , 
and, fufpecting fome uuwholfomenefs or •uiix&trafl in 
his palace, he ordered his tent to be pitched without the 
town till the apartments fhould befmoaked with gunpow
der. But this was done fo carclefslv by his ferv ants, that 
his houfe was burnt to the gound, which was looked up
on as a very bad cmcn, and made a great imprcilion up
on the minds ofthe people. 

It was generally underflood that the king was dangcr-
oufly i l l , and that his complaint was every day incrcaf-
ing. Upon this the principal officers went, according 
to the ufual cuftom, to condole with and comfort h im. 
This was at Icafl what they pretended. Their true er
rand, however, was pretty well known to be an endea
vour to afcertain whether the ficknefs was of a kind 
likely to continue, ti l l meafures could be adopted with 
a degree of ceitainty to take the reins of government 
out of his baud. The king ealily divined the reafon of 
their coming. Having had a good night, he ufed the 
llrength he had thereby acquired to route himfelf for a 
m ment, to put on thc appearanee of health, and fhew 
himfelf, as ufual, engaged in his ordinary difj.atch of 
bulmefs. 'the fceming good contenance of the king 
made their condolence premature. Some excufe, how-
ver, for fo formal a vifit, was necenary ; but every apo
logy was not fafe. They adopted this, which they 
thought unexceptionable, that hearing he was fick, 
which they happdy found he was not, they came to 
propofe to him a thing equally proper whether he was 
fick or Well ; that he would, in time, fettle the fuccef-
fion upon his fon Fafil, then in the monntain of Wechne, 
as a means of quieting the minds of his friends, pre
venting bloodfhed, and fecuring the crown to his farni-



ly . Ouftas did the utmoft to command himfelf upon 
this oecalion, and to give them an anfwerfuch asfuited a 
man in health who hoped to live many years. But it 
Avas now too la'e to play fuch a part; and, i n f p i t e 0{" 
his utmoit diflimulation, evident figns of decay appeared 
upon him. 

O n the 10th day of February, Cuflas died, but whe
ther of a violent or natural death is not known. Pof
terity, regarding his merit more than his title, have 
however kept his name (till among the lift of kings ; 
and tradition, doing him more juftice ftill than hiftory, 
has ranked him among the belt that ever reigned i n 
Abyflinia. 

D A V I D . I V . 

From 1714 to 1719. 

D A V I D , immediately upon his acceflion, appointed 
F i tAura r i s Agne, Ozoro Kcdufte's brother, his Bet-
wudef, and Abra Hezekias his mafter of the houfehold, 
and was proceeding to fill up the inferior pofts of go
vernment, when he was interrupted by the clamours of 
a multitude of monks demanding a convocation of the 
clergy. David was a rigid adherent to the church o f 
Alexandria, and educated by his mother in the tenets 
of the monks of Saint Euftathius, that is, the moft de
clared enemies of every thing approaching to the tenets 
o f the church of Rome. He was confequently, not by 
inclination, neither was he by duty, obliged to under
take the defence of mcafures adopted by Oudas, of which 
he was befld.es ignorant, having been confined in the 
mountain o f Wechne. He ordered, therefore, the mif-
ftonaries, and their interpreter, whofe name was Abba 
Gregorius, to be apprehended. Thefe unfortunate peo-
p'e were accordingly produced before the moft prejudic
ed and paitial of all tribunals. '1 he trial neither was, 
nor intended to be long. The firft quellion put was a 
very direct one ; " Do you, or do you not, receive the 
council of Chalcedon as a rule of faith ? and, Do ,vou 
believe that Leo the pope lawfully and reguhirly prefided 
at it, and conducted it P" To this tiie prifoners plainly 
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anfwered, '* Tliat they looked upon the council of C h ^ l . 
cedon as the fourth general council, and received it asiuch,. 
and as a rule of faith : that they did believe pope l.eo 
lawfully and regularly prefided at it, as being beau pf the 
Catholic church, fuccelfor to St Peter, and •-brill's \icar 
upon earth." Upon this a general fhont w« i heard from 
the whole aflembiy ; and thc fatal cry, " Stone them.'—. 
Whoever throws not three ftones; he is aceurfed, and 
an enemy to Mary , immediately followed. 
• One prieft only, diftinguifhed for piety and learning a-
BOOng his countrymen, and cne ofthe chief men in the-
.affembly, with great vehemence declared, they were tried 
partially and unfairly, and condemned tinjuftly. But his 
voice was not heard amidft thc clamours of f.;ch a multi
tude ; and the monk:; were accordingly by the judges 
condemned to die. Ropes were inftantly thrown about 
their necks, and they were dragged to a place behind the 
church Abbo, in their way to Tedda, where they were, 
according to their fentence, ftoncd to death, fufTering 
with a patience and refignation equal to the firft martyrs. 
. ' Confpiracies againft "the k ing , owdng to his having 
malTacrcd many monks, were every where openly talked 
of, the fruits of which foon appeared. David fell lick, 
and thofe about him endeavoured to perfuadc him, that 
i t wis thc remains of an injury which he had lately re
ceived from a fall off his horfe. But, upon the meet
ing of a council, on the 9 th of March, 1719, it was dif-
covered and proved, that Kafmati Late and Ras Gcorgis 
had employed Kutcho, keeper of the palace, to give a 
ftrong poifon to the king, winch he had taken that morn
ing from the hands of a Mahometan. Ras Georgis was 
then brought before the council, and fcarceiy denied the 
fact:; upon which his only fon was ordered to be hewn 
to pieces before his face, and immediately after the fa
ther's eyes were pulled out. Kutcho, keeper of the pa
lace, and the Mahometan who gave the poifon, were 
hewn to pieces with fwcrds before the gate of the palace, 
and their mangled bodies thrown to the dogs. The king 
died that evening in great agony.. 

B A C U F F A . 
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B A C U F F A . 

From 1719 to 1729. 

B A C U F F A , who now fucceeded to the throne, was 
exceedingly fond of divinations, dreams, and prophecies 
fo are all the Abyffinians ; but he imbibed an additional 
propcnfity to thefe among the Pagans to whom he had 
fled. One day, when walking alone, he perceived a 
prieft exceedingly attentive in obfemng the forms that 
little pieces of flraw, cut to certain lengths, made upon 
a pool of water into which ran a fmall ftream.. From 
the combination of thefe in letters, or figures, as they 
chanced to fall, an anfv.er is procured to the doubt pro-
pofed, which, i f you believe thefe idlers, is perfectly in 
fallible. 

The new k ing indifguife, dreff-:d li'kc a-poor man., is 
faid to have afked the prieil after what he was inquiring. 
The prieft anfwered, He was trying whether the king 
would have a fon, and who fnouid govern the kingdom 
after him. c The king abode the inveftigation patiently; 
and the- anfiver was, That he fhould have a fon : but 
thata Welleta Georgis fhould govern the kingdom .after 
him for thirty years, though that Wcllela Georgis.fhould 
be neither his fon nor any defcendant of his. 1 rdi of 
thought at this untowatd prediction, he harboured it i n 
his breaft without communicating it to any one, and,re
folved to blaft the hopes of every Welleta Georgis that 
fhould be fo unfortunate as to ftand within the poiiibility 
o f reigning after him. Many innocent people of diftei^nt 
parts di appeared from this unknown crime; and eleven 
princes on the mountain of Wechne, fome fay more, loft 
their lives for a name that is very common in Abyflinia, 
without one overt at! of treafon. cr even a Qifpicion o f 
what they were accufed. . A panic now 11 ruck all ranks 
of people, without terminating in any fchemc of refift-
ance; which fufficiently (hewed that the king had fuc
ceeded in did" . . ing all confederacies among bis fubjects, 
anil deftroyin^ radicallv that rebellion fpirit which had 
operated fo la ally in the Iaii reigns. . 

Among the kings >f Abyflinia it is a cuftom, efpccialb-
tn intervals of peace, to difappcar for a \ime, without an/ 
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SHAW** A B R I D G E M E N T O F 

warning. Sometimes, indeed, one or two confidential 
fervants. pretending to be bufied in other affairs, attend 
at a diflance, and keep their eye upon him, while, dif
guifed in different manners, he goes like a flranger to 
thofe parts he intends to vifit. In one of thefe private 
journeys, paffing into Kuara, a province on the N . E . of 
Abyflinia, near the confines of Sennaar, Bucaffa happened, 
or counterfeited, to be feized by a fever, a common dif-
cafe of that unwholefome country. He was then in a 
poor village belonging to fervants of a man of diftinc-
tion, whofe houfe was on the top of the hill immediately 
above, in temperate and whelefome air. Thc hofpitable 
landlord, upon the firft hearing of the diftrefs of a ftran-
ger, immediately removed him up to his houfe, where 
every attention that could be fuguefied by a charitable 
mind was beftovved upon his difeafed gueft, who prefent
ly recovered his former flate of health, but not till the 
kind afiiftance and unwearied diligence of the beautiful 
daughter of the houfe had made a deep impreffion upon 
him? and laid him under the greateft obligations. 

Thc family confiftcd cf five young men iuthe flower 
of their youth, and one daughter, whofe name was Bcr-
han Magafs, the. Glory of Graft, exceedingly beautiful, 
jjcntle, mild, and affable ; of great underftanding and 
prudence beyond her age ; thc darling, not only of her 
own family, but of ali the neighbourhood. Bacuffa re
covering his health, returned fpcedily to the palace, which 
lie entered pri\ a'tely at night, and appeared early next 
morning fitting in judgement, and hearing caufes, which 
with thefe princes, is the firft public occupation of the 
day. 

A mcflcnger, with guards and attendants, was imme
diately fent to Kuara, and Berhan Magafs hurried from 
her father's houfe, fhe knew not why ; but her furpril e 

was carried to thc utmoft, by being prefenred and mar
ried to the king, no reply, no condition, or ftipulation 
being fuffered. She gained, however, and preferved his 
confidence as long as he l i v e d : not that Bacuffa 
valued himfelf,upon conftaucy to one wife, more than the 
reft of his predecejTors had done. He had, indeed, many 
mifircffes, but wifh thefe he obferved a very Angular 
rule : he never to*k to his bed any one woman whatever, 
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B R U C E ' s T R A V E L E S . 

the fair Berhan Magafs excepted, without her bavin* 
been firft fo far intoxicated with wine or fpirits as not to 
remember any thing that paffed in converfation. 

After he had created his wife Iteghe, Bacuffa pretend
ed to be fick , feveral days paffed without hopes of reco
very ; but at laft the news of thc kings's death were pub. 
liihed in Gondar. The joy was fo great, and fo univerfal, 
that nobody attempted to conceal it. Every one found him-
felfeafed of a load of fear which had become infupporta-
ble. Several princes efcaped from the mountain of Wech
ne to put themfelves in the way of being chofen ; fome 
were fent to bv thofe great men who thought themfelves 
capable of effecting thc nomination, and a fpeedydaywas 
appointed for the burial of the king's corpfe, when Ba
cuffa appeared, in the ordinary feat of juftice, early in the 
morning of that day, with the Iteghe. and the infant Y a 
fous, his fon, fitting in a chair below him. There was no 
occafion to accufe thc guilty. The whole court, and all 
ft rangers attending there upon bufinefs, fled, and fpead an 
univerfal terror through the whole ftreets of Gondar. A l l 
ranks of people were driven to defpair, for all had rejoic
ed, and much lefs crimes had been before punifhed with 
death. What this fedition would have ended in, it is hard 
to know, had it not been for the immediate refolution of 
the king, who ordered a general pardon and amnefty to 
be proclaimed at the door ofthe palace. 

Two kettle drums of a large fize are conftantly placed 
one on each fide of the outer gate of the king's houfe. 
They are called the lion and the lamb. The lion is beat 
at the"procla nations'which regnrd war, attainders for con-
fptracies and rebellions, promotions to fupreme com
mands, and fuchlike high matters. The lamb is heard 
only on beneficent, pacific occafions, or gift- from thc 
crown, of general amnefties, of private pardons, and re-
verfals of penal ordinances. The whole town was in ex
pedition of fome fangutnary decree, when, to their utter 
furprife, they heard the voice of the lamb, a certain fign of 
peace and forgivenefs; and fpeedily fdlowed by a pro
clamation, forbidding people of all degrees to leave their 
h vjfes, that the king's word was pledged for every one's 
fecurityj and that all the principal men fhould immedi
ately attend him within the palace, in a public place 
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which is called the Afhoa, and that upon pain of re
bellion. 

The king appeared cloathed all in white, being the 
habit of peace; his head, was bare, drefled, anointed, 
and perfumed, and his face uncovered. H e thus ad
vanced to the rail of the gallery, about i o feet above 
the heads of the audience, and, in a. very graceful, 
cornpofed, but refolute manner, began a fhort oration 
to the people. He put them in mind of their wanton-
nefs in having made Ouftas, a man not ofthe royal line 
of Solomon, king of Abyflinia; of their having incited 
his brother, Tecla Haimanout, to affaffinate their father 
Yafous; that they had afterwards murdered Tecla H a i 
manout himfelf, one brother, and lately his other 
brother David, his own immediate predeceffor: That 
he had taken due vengeance upon all thc ringleaders of 
thofe crimes, as was the duty of his place, and, i f much 
blood had been flied, it was becaufe many enormities 
had been committed ; but that knowing now that order 
was eftablifhed, and confpiracies extinguished among 
them, he had counterfeited death, to fignify an end 
was put to Bacuffa and his bloody meafurcs; that he 
now was rifen again, and appeared to them by the name 
of Atzham Georgis, fon of Yafous the Great; and or
dered every man home to his houfe to rejoice at the ae-
ceifion of a new king, under whom they fhould have 
juftice, and live without fear, as long as they refpefted 
the king that God had anointed over them. 

The lbudefr. acclamations followed thisfpeech. *« Long 
live Bacuffa ! Long live Atzham Georgis It ŵ as well 
known that this king never failed in his word, or any 
way prevaricated in his promifes. Every one, thercforCj 
went home in as perfect peace as i f war had never been a-
mong them: and Bacuffa's' delicacy in this refpect was 
feen a few days after; for Hannes his brother having 
been brought clandeflinely from Wechne, by Kafrnati-
Georgis, a nobleman of great confequencc, they were 
both taken by the governor of Wechne and fent in 
chains to the king. The ordinary procefs would have 
been to put them inftantly to death, as being apprehend
ed in the veiy bighefi aft oftreafen; nor would this 
ha\e alarmed any pcrfon whatever, or been thought an 
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infraction of the king's late promife. Bacuffa, however 
was oi another mind. He fent the criminal judges, who' 
ordinarily lit upon capital crimes, to meet the two prifonera 
in their way to Gondar, and carried them back to the 
foot of the mountain of Wechne to have their crimes 
proved, and to be tried there out of his prefence and 
influence, where they were both condemned, Hannes to 
have an arm cut off, Georgis to be fent to prifon to the 
governor of Walkavt, with private orders to put him to 
death; both which fentences were executed, though 
Hannes fo far recovered that he was king of Abyflinia in 
M r . Brnce'S time, notwithstanding this mutilation. 

The king died after a vigorous reign, and after having 
cut off the greateft part of the ancient nobility near 
Gondar, who were of age to have been concerned in 
the tranfaftions of the laft reigns. This has rendered 
his memory odious, though it is univcrfally confelfed he 
faved his country from an ariftocratiral or democratical 
ufurpation; both equally uneonftiturional, as they e-
qualiy f'truck at the root of monarchy. 

Y A S O U S I I . or, A D I A M S E G U E D . 

From 1 729 to 1755. 

The new king, Yafous II . when arrived at the fc-
venth year of his reign, proclaimed a general bunt, 

'which is a declaration of his near approach to manhood ; 
but he purfued it no length of time, and again returned 
to Gondar. 

On the 23d day of December, Yafous again fet out on 
another .hunting party, and killed two elephants and a 
rhinoceros. He then proceeded to Tchelga. and from 
Tchelga to Waldubbaj thence he went to the rivers 
Gandova and Shimfa. Here he exereifed himfelf at a 
very violent fpeeies of hunting, that of forcing the 
gieratacachin, which means iong-tail; it is otherwife 
called giraifa in Arabic, It is the tallcft of hearts, and 
is often killed by the elephant hunters. h> (kill is beau
tifully variegated when young, but turns brown when 
arrived at any age. It was not with a view to hunt only, 
that Yafous made thefe frequent excurfions towards the 
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frontiers of Sennaar. His rcfolution was formed (ask 
appeared foon alter) in imitation of his forefather Soci-
nios, to revive his right over the country of the Shep
herds, his ancient vaflals, who, fince thc acceflion of 
ftrength by unbing with thc Arabs, had forgot their 
ancient tribute and fubjeciion. 

This year, 17.56, there happened a total eclipfe of the 
fun, which very much affected the minds of the weaker 
fort of people. Thc dreamers and the prophets were 
.every where let loofe, full of thc lying fpirit which pof-
feffed them, to forctel that the death of thc king, and 
the downfal of his government were at hand, a«d de-
higes of c i v i l blood were then fpcedily to be fpilt both 
in the capital and provinces. There was not, indeed, at 
thc time any circumftance that warranted fuch a pre
diction, or any thing likely to be more fatal to the flate, 
than the expenditure of the large fums of money that 
the turn the. king had taken fubjecled him to. He had 
built a l.ir.e and very coflly church at Kofcam, and he 
was flill engaged in a more extenfive work in the build
ing of a palace at Gondar, befides a variety of other ex-
penfive undertakings. 

In the 24th year of Yafqus's reign, he was taken i l l , 
and died on the 2 i l l day of June 1753, after a very fhort 
illnefs. As he was but a young man, and of a ftrong 
conftitution, there ŵ as fome fulpicion he died by poifon 
odven him by the queen's relations, who were defirous 
to fecurc another minority rather than ferve under a 
k ing , who, by every action, fhewed he was no longer 
to be led or governed by any, but leaft of all by them. 
Yafous was married very young to a lady of noble fa
mily in Amhara, by whom he had two fons, Adigo 
and A y l o . Hut their mother pretending to a fhare of 
her hufband's government, and to introduce her friends 
at court, fo hurt Welleta Georgis the Iteghe, or queen-
regent, that fhe prevailed on the king to banifh both 
the mother and fons to the mountain of Wechne,, 

In order to prevent fuch interference for the future, 
the Iteghe took a flep, fuch as had never before been 
attempted in Abyflinia. It was to bring a wife to Yafous 
from a race of Galla . Her name was Wobit, daughter 
o f Amitzo, to whom Bacuffa had once fled when be 
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efcaped from thc mountain before he was king, and had 
been kindly entertained there. Her family was of the 
tribe of Edjow, and the divifion of Toluma, that is of 
the fouthem Galla upon frontiers of Amhara. They 
were elbeemed the politeft, that is, the leaft barbarous 
of the name. But it was no matter, they were Gal la , 
and that was enough. Between them and Abyflinia* 
oceans of blood had been fhed, and ftrong prejudices 
imbibed againft them, never to be effaced by marriages. 
She was, however, brought to Gondar, chriftened by 
the name of Beflabee, and married to Yafous: By her he 
had a fon, named Joas, who fucceeded his father. 

J O A S. 

From 1753 to 1708. 

As f o n as the'death of King Yafous was known, the old 
officers and fervants of the crown, remembering thc tu
mults and confufiun that happened in Gondar at his ac-
ceflion, repaired to the palace from their different go
vernments, each with a fmall wcll-regulrtrcd body of 
troops, fufneient to keep order, and ftrengthen the hands 
of Ras Welled de l ' O u l , whom they all looked upon 
as the father of his country. The firft who arrived was 
Kafmati Wnragna of Damot; then Ayo of Begemdcr, 
and very foon after, though at much the greateft dift-
ance, Suhul Michael, governor of Tigre. Thefe 
three entered the palace, with Welled de loas, who, after 
a troublefome reign, was affaffinated in his palace, and 
buried in the church of St. Raphael. 

H A N N E S I I . 

1760. • 

Hannes, a man upwards of feventy years of ape, 
made his entry into Gondar the 3d of May 1769. He 
was brother to Bacuffa, and having in his rime efcaped 
from the mountain, and being afterwards taken, his 
hand was cut oft* by order ofthe king his br. ther, and 
he was fent back to the place ©f his confinement, It 



is a law of Abyffinia, derived from that of Mofes, that 
po man can be capable either of the thione or prielt-
hood, unlefs he be perfect: in all his limbs; the want 
•of a hand, therefore, certainly difqualified Hannes, and 
it was with that intent it had been cut off; but this ob
jection was eafily over-ruled. However, befides his 
age, he was very feeble in body ; and having had no 
converfation but with monks and priefts, this had debi
litated his mind as much as age had -done his body. 
He could not be perfuaded to take any fharc in the go
vernment, and when he was deft red to take the field to 
defend his kingdom, he wept, bid himfelf, turned 
monk, and demanded to be fent back to his former 
place of confinement. The confequence was, that he 
was one day poifoned at his bieakfait. 

T E C L A H A I M A N O U T I I . 

1769. 

Tecla Haimanout fucceeded his father. He was a 
prince of a moft graceful figure, tall for his age, rather 
thin, and of the whitelt fhade of Abyffinian colour, 
fuch are all thofe princes that are born in the mountain. 
Though he had been abfent but a very few months from 
his native mountain, his manners and carriage were thofe 
of a prince, that from his infancy had fat upon an here
ditary throne. He had an excellent underftanding, and pru
dence beyond his years. He was faid to be naturally 
of a very warm temper, but this he had fo perfectly 
fubdued as fcarcely ever to have given an inftance of it 
in public. 

With the beginning of this king's reign, we fhall clofe 
the Annals of Abyffinia, and return to M r . Bruce at 
Mafuah, after which we fhall accompany him from 
thence in his journey to Gondar. 

T R A V E L S 



T R A V E L S 

T O DISCOVER 

The S O U R C E of the N I L E . 

B O O K V . 

Ajcccu it of Mr. Bruce s journey from Mafuah to Gondar— 
TranfaSioM there—Manners and Cufloms oj the Abyf
finians, 

MA S U A I I , or the harbourof the Shepherds, is a fmall 
ifiand on the Abyflinian fhore, having an excel

lent harbour, and water deep enough for fhips of any fize 
to the very edge of the ifiand: here they may ride in the 
utmoft fccurity, from whatever point, or with whatever 
degree of ftrength, the wind blows. The ifland itfelf is 
very fmall, fcarce three quarters of a mile in length, 
and about half that in breadth, one-third occupied by 
houles, one by cifterns to receive the rain-water, and thc 
laft is referved for burying the dead. 

This ifland was a place of much refort as long as com
merce fiourifhed ; but it fell into obfeurity very fuddenly 
under the oppreflion of the Turks, who put the finifhing-
hand to the ruin of thc India trade in thc Red Sea, be
gun fome years before by thc difcovery of the Cape of 
Good Hope, and thc fettlcments made by the Portuguefe 
on thc continent of India. -

O n the 19th of September, 1769, M r . Bruce arrived 
at Mafuahjvery much tired of the fea, and defirous to 
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land. But, as it was evening, he thought it advif-
ablc to flcep on board that night, that he might have a 
whole day (as the firft is always a bufy one) before him, 
and receive in the night any intelligence from friends, 
who might not choofe to venture to come openly to fee 
him and his company in the day, at leaft before the de
termination of the Naybe, the governor of that place, 
had been heard concerning them. 

O n the 2 0 t h , a perfon came from Mahomet Gibbcrti 
to conduct M r . Bruce on fhore. The Naybe himlelf 
was ftill at Arkceko, and Achmet, his couhn and fuc-
ceffor, therefore had come down to receive the duties of 
the merchandife on board the vefTel which brought M r . 
Bruce. There were two elbow-chairs placed in the mid
dle of the market-place. Achmet fat on one of them, 
while the feveral officers opened the bales and packages 
before him ; the other chr.ir on his left hand was empty. 
H e was dreffed all in white, in a long Banian habit of 
muflin, and a clofe-bodied frock reaching to his ancles, 
much like the white frock and petticoat the young chil
dren wear in England. This fpecies of drefs did nor, 
in any way, full Achmet's fhape or fize ; but, it feem*, 
he meant to be in gala. As foon as . M r . Bruce came 
in fight of him, our traveller doubled his peace: 
Mahomet Gibherti's fen-ant whifpered to M r . Bruce 
not to kifs his hand, which indeed he intended to 
have done- Achmet ftood up, juft as he arrived with
in arm's length of lorn ; when they touched each other's 
hands, carried their fingers to their lips, then laid their 
hands acrofs their breafts: our traveller pronounced 
thc falutation of the inferior Salam AlkuviJ Peace be 
between us ; to which fie anfwered immediately, Ali-
cum Salam ! There is peace between us. He pointed 
to the cha|r, which M r . Bruce declined ; but he obliged 
him to fh down. 

In thefe countries, thc greater honour that is fhewn 
you at firft meeting, the more confiderable prefent is 
expected. He made a fign to bring coffee directly, as 
the immediate offering of meat or drink is an affurance 
your life is not in danger. He began with an air that 
feemed rather ferious ; " W e have expected you here 
fome time ago, but thought you had changed your mind, 
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and was gone to India ."—" Since failing from Jidda 
I have been in Arabia Felix, the G u l f of M o c h a ' 
and crofted laft from Lohe ia . "—" Are you not afraid 
(faid he,) fo thinly attended, to venture upon thefe 
long and dangerous voyages?"—"The countries where 
1 have been are either fubject to the emperor of C o n . 
Itaatinople, whofe firman I have now the honour 
to prefent you, or to the regency of Cairo, and port 
of Janizaries—here are their letters—or to the fherrifFe 
of Mecea. T o you, Sir, I prefent the fherrifFe's 
letters; and, befides thefe, one from Metical Aga your 
friend, who, depending on your character, affuied me 
this alone would be fufheieut to preferve me from i l l -
ufage fo long as I did no wrong: a£s for the dangers 
o f 1 h e ; r o a d from banditti and lawlefs perlons. my 
fervants are indeed few. but they are veteran fol diets, 
tried and exereifed from their infancy in arms,^ and 
I value not the fuperior number of cowardly and diior-
derly perfons." 

H e then returned M r . Bruce the letters, faying, 
«c Y o u wi l l give thefe to the Naybe to-morrow ; I 
w i l l keep Metical's letter, as it is to me, and wi l l 
read it at home." He put it accordingly in his bo-
fom ; and their coffee b±ing done, M r . Bruce rofe to 
take his leave, and was prefently wet to the fkin by de
luges of orange flower-water ihowered upon him from 
the right and left, by two of his attendants, from f i l -
ver bottles. 

A very decent houfe had been provided ; and he 
had no fooner entered, than a large dinner was fent 
them by Achmet, wi th a profufion of lemons, and 
good frefh water, now become one of the greateft de
licacies in life, and, inftantly after their baggage was 
all fent unopened; with which he was very wel l -
pleafed, being afraid they might break fomething in 
his clock, telefcopes, or quadrant, by the violent man
ner in which they fatisfy their curiofity. 

On the roth of September, a female flave came and 
brought with her the proper credentials, an Indian 
handkerchief full of dry dales, and a pot or bottle of 
unvarnifhed potter's earth, which keeps the water 
very cool, 
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O n the 21 ft, in the morning, the Naybe came from 
Arkeeko. The ufual way is by fea; it is about two 
leagues ftraight acrofs tint bay, but fomewhat more 
by "land. 'J he paffage from the main is on the north 
fide of the ifland, which is not above a quarter of 
a mile broad; there is a large cidern for rain water 
on the landTfide, where you embark acrofs. He v as 
poorly attended by tluee or four fervants, miferably 
mounted, and about forty naked favages on foot, 
armed with fhort lances and crooked knives. The 
drum beat before him all the way from Arkeeko to 
Mafuah. Upon entering the beat, the drum on the 
land-fide ceafed, and thefe, in what is called the Caf-
tle of Mafuah, began. The caflle is a fmall clay hut, 
and in it one fwivcl-gun, which is not mounted, but 

- lies upon the ground, and is fired always with 
great trepidation and fome danger. The drums are 
eatthen jars, fuch as-they fend butter into Arabia ; the 
mouths of which are covered with a fr.in, fo that a ilran-
ger, on feeing two or three of thefe together, would 
run a great rifk of believing them to be jars c f butter, 
or pickles, carefully covered with oiled parchment. A l l 
the proceftion was in the fame ft'Ic. The Naybe was 
dreffed in an old fhabby Turkifh habit, much too fhort 

- for him, and feemed to have been made about the time 
of Sultan Selim. He wore alfo upon his head a Turkifh 
c:)wke, or high-cap, which fearceiy admitted any part of 
his head. In this drefs, which on him had a truly r id i 
culous appearance, he received the caftan, or invefiiture, 
o f the ifland of Mafuah ; and being thereby reprcfenta-
tive of the grand lignior, confenied that day to be cailed 
Omar Aga , in honour of the commiflicn. 

In tiie afternoon, M r . Bruce went to pay his refpects 
to the Naybe, and found him fitting on a large wooden 
el!)ow-chair, at the head of two files of naked favages, who 
made an avenue from his chair to the door. He had no
thing upon him but a courfe cotton fliirt, fo dirty that, it 
fecmed, all pains to clean it again would be thrown 
away, and fo fhort that it fearceiy reached his knees. 
H e was very tall and lean, his colour black, had a large 
mouth and nofe;.in place of aboard, a verv fcanty tuft of 
grey hairs upon the point of his ch in ; large, dull , and 

heavy 



heavy eves; a k ind of malicious, contemptuous fm.ife 
on hi> countenance ; he was altogether of a moft i lupid, 
and brutal appearance. His character perfectly corres
ponded with his figure, for he was a man of mean abi
lities, (uuel to excefs, avaricious, and a great drunkard. 

M r . Bruce prefented his firman.—The greateft bafha 
in the Turkifh empire would have rifen upon feeing i t , 
kiited it, and carried it to his forehead ; but he did not 
even receive it into his hand, and pufhed it back to our 
traveller again, faying, " Do you read it all to me word 
for word.' — M r . Bruce told him it was Turki lh ; that 
he had never learned to read a word of that language. 
— " Nor I neither,'' fays he; " and I believe 1 never 
fhall." M r . Bruce then gave him the other letters he 
had brought with him. He took them all together in 
both his hands, and laid them unopened befide him, fay
ing , You fhould have brought a mou'lah along with 
you. Do you think I fhall read all thefe letters ? W h y , 
it would take me a month." , He then glared upon our 
traveller, with his mouth open, fo like an idiot, that i t 
was with the utmoft difficulty iMr. Bruce kept his gra
vi ty, only anfwering, "Juf t as you pleafe; you know 
belt." 

A filencc followed this fhort converfation, and M r . 
Bruce took the opportunity to give him his prefent, with 
which he did not feem difpleafed, but rather that it 
was below him to tell him fo ; he then took his leave 
o f the Naybe, very little pleafed with his reception, 
and the fmall accoue.t he feemed to make of his let
ters, or of himfelf. 

The fma!i-pox was raging with fuch violence at 
Mafuah, that ic was feared the l iv ing would not be 
fuiiieicnr to bury the dead. The whole ifland was 
filled with fhrieks and lamentations both night and 
day. 7'hey at laft Began to throw the bodies in 
to the fea, which deprived our travellers of the fifh 
of which they had a'e fome kinds that were excel
lent-. M r . Bruce had fupprefjfcd his character of phy-
fieian, fearing he fhould be detained by rcafon, o f 
the multitude of fick. 

t h e Naybe came to Mafuah on the i cth of Octo
ber, difpatched the veiled that biought our travellers 
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over; and, as i f he had only waited til l this evidence 
was out of the way, he, that very night, fent word, 
that M r . Bruce was to prepare him a handfome pre-: 
fent. He gave in a long Hit of paiticulars to a great 
amount, which he defired might be divided into three 
parcels, and prefented three feveral days. One was to 
be given him as Naybe of Arkceko; one as Omar 
A g a , reprefentative of the grand l ign'or; and one for 
having pafied their baggage gratis and unviiited, efpe
cially the large quadrant 

As the affurauce of protection M r . Bruce had re
ceived, gave him courage, he anfwered h im, That, 
having a firman of the grand lignior, and letters from 
Metical Aga , it was mere generality fhould he give 
him.any prefent at a l l , either as Naybe or Omar A g a ; 
t**~t he was not a merchant that bought and fold, nor 
had merchandize on board, therefore had no cuftoms 
to pay. Upon this he fent for M r . Bruce to his houfe, 
where he found him in a violent fury, and many ufe-
fcfs words paffed on both fides. A t laft he peremp
torily told our traveller, That unlefs he had 300 oun
ces of gold ready to pay him on Monday, upon his 
landing from Arkeeko, he would confine him in a 
dungeon, without light, air, or meat, t i l l the bones 
came through his fkin for want. 

O n the 29th of October, the Naybe came again from 
Arkeeko to Mafuah, and M r . Bruce was told in a very 
i l l humour with him. He foon received a meffage to 
attend him, and found him in a large wafte room like a 
barn, with about fixty people with him This was his 
divan, or grand council, with all his janiffarics and offi
cers of ftate, all naked, affembled in parliament. There 
was a comet that had appeared a few days after their arri
val at Mafuah, which had been many days vifible in A -
rabia Felix, being then in its perihelion; and, after paf-
fing its conjunction with the fun, it now appeared at M a 
fuah early in the evening, receding to its aphelion. M r . 
Bruce had been obferved watching it with great atten
tion, and the large tubes of the telefcopes had given of
fence to ignorant people. 7 he firft queftion the Naybe 
afked him was, " What that comet meant, and why it 
appeared i" A n d before he could anfwer him, he again 
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faid, " The firft time it was vifible it brought the fmall-
pox, which has killed above 1000 people in Mafuah and 
Arkeeko. It k known you converted with it every night 
at Loheia; it has now followed you again to finiQi the 
few that retttfkuij and then you are to carry it into Abyf
finia. What have you to do with the cornet ?" 

Without giving Mr . Bruce leave to fpeak, his brother 
Emir Achmet then faid, " That he was informed our 
traveller was an engineer going to Michael, governor of 
Tigre, to teach the Abyiiiniaus to make cannon an.i gun
powder : that the firft attack wa» to Iv agjinft Mafuah. 
Eiveor fix others fp.;ke much in thc fame Itrain; and the 
Naybe concluded by faying. That he would fend M r . 
Bruce in chains to Constantinople, unlefs he went to 
Hama/.en, with his brother Emir Achmet, to the hot-
wells there, and that this was the refolution of all the j a 
nizaries ; for he had concealed his being a phyiician. 

After much altercation between Ai r . Bruce and the 
Naybe, the former turned his back, and M r . Bruce went 
away exceedingly disturbed, as it was plain his affairs 
were coming to a crilis for good or for evil. He obferv
ed, or thought he obferved, all the people fhunncd him. 
He was, indeed, upon his guard, and did not wifh them 
to come near h i m ; but, turning down into his own 
gateway, a man paffed clofe by him, faying diftinctly i n . 
his ear, though in a low voice, firft in Tigre and then 
in Arabic, " Fear nothing, or, Be not afraid." This 
hint, fhort as it was, gave him no fmall courage. 

Unon the 6th, in the morning, while at. breakfaft, 
Mr . 'Cruce was told, that three fervants had arrived from 
Tigre ; one from Janni, a young man and Have, who 
fpoke and wrote Greek petfectly ; the other two fervants 
were Ras [Michael'sor rather the king's, both wearing thc. 
red fhort cloak lined and turned up with mazarine-blue, 
which is the badge of the king's ftrvaut, and is called 

Jhaluka. Ras MLhael 's letters to the Naybe were very 
fhort. He faid the king Hatze Hannes's health was bad, 
and wondered at hearing that the phyfician, fent to him 
by ivWieal Aga from Arabia, was not forwarded to him 
inltantly at Gondar, as he had heard of his being arrived 
at Mafuah fome time before. He ordered the Naybe, 
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moreover, to furnifh him with necefTaries, and difpatch 
him without lofs of time. 

Mafuah, by a great variety of obfervations of the fun 
and ftars, was found to be in lat. 1 5 0 3 5 ' 5 " , and, by 
an obfervation ofthe fecond fatellite of Jupiter, on the 
2 2 d of September 17^9, its longitude was found to be 
39 Q 3°' 3 ° " eaft of the meridian of Greenwich. 

The ifland of Mafuah is very unwholefome, as, indeed, 
is the whole coaft of the Red fea from Suez to Babelman-
deb, but more efpecially between the tropics. Violent 
fevers, called there vedaj, make the principal figure in 
this fatal lift, and generally terminate the third day in 
death. I f the patient furvives ti l l the fifth day, he very 
often recovers by drinking water only, and throwing a 
quantity of cold water upon him, even in his bed, where 
he is permitted to lie without attempting to make him 
dry, or change his bed, t i l l another deluge adds to the 
firft. 

The bark is the moft fovereign remedy here ; but it 
muft be given in very different times and manners from 
thofe purfued in Europe. Were a phyiician to take time 
to prepare his patient for the bark, by firft giving him 
purgatives, he would be dead of the fever before his 
preparation was completed. The fecond or third clofe of 
the bark, i f any quantity is fwaliowed, never fails to 
purge ; and, i f this evacuation is copious, the patient 
rarely dies but, on the contrary, his recovery is gene
rally rapid. Moderate purging, is for the moft part to 
be adopted; and rice is a much better food than fruit. 

The next common difeafe in the low country of Ara
bia, the intermediate ifland of Mafuah, and all Abyfli
nia, (for the difeafes are exactly fimilar in all this tract) 
is the Tertian fever, which is in nothing different from 
our Tertian, and is fuccefsfully treated here in the fame 
monner as in Europe. As no fpecies of this difeafe, as 
far as M r . Bruce faw, menaces the patient with death, 
efpecially in the beginning of the diforder, fome time 
may be allowed for preparation to thofe who doubt the 
effect of the bark in this country- But ftill he appre
hends the fafeft way is to give fmall dofes from the be
ginning, on the firft intermiflicn, or even remiflion, though 
this fhould be fomewhat obfeure and uncertain. 



Thc next difcafc, which we may fay is endemial in the 
countries before mentioned, is called hanger, the bags 
or ibe/wine, and is a fwelling of the glands ofthe throat 
and under the arms. This the i»norant inhabitants en
deavour to bring to a fuppuration, but in va in ; they 
then open them in feveral places ; a fore and running 
follows, and a difeafe very much refembling what is 
called in Europe the E v i l . 

The next (though not a dangerous complaint) has a 
very terrible apptarance. Small tuberculcs or iwellings 
appear all over the body, but thickeft in the thighs, 
arms, and legs. Thefe fuellings go and come for weeks 
together without pain ; though the legs often fwell to a 
nionlfrous fize as in the dr ipfy. 

A l l the nations in Africa within the tropics are won-
dcrf . i ly affected at the fmalleft eruption or roughnefs of 
the fidn. A black of Sennaar wil l hide himfelf in the 
houfe where dark, and is not to be feen by his friends, 
i f he mould have two or three pimples on any part of 
his body. Nor is there any remedy, however violent, 
that they wil l not fly to for immediate relief. 

The next complaint M r . Bruce mentions, as common 
in thefe countries, is called Farenteit, a corruption of 
an Arabic word, which fignifies the worm of Pharaoh; 
all bad things being by the Arabs attributed to thefe poor 
kings, who feem to be looked upon by polterity as the 
evil genii of thc country which they once governed. 

This extraordinary animal only afflicts thofe who are 
in conftant habit of drinking flagnant water, whether 
that water is drawn out from wells, as in the kingdom 
of Senr.aar, or found by digging in the fand where it is 
making its way to its proper level the fea, after falling 
down the fide of the mountains after the tropical rains. 
1 Ids plague'appears inddcnminately in every part of the 
body, hut oftenelt in the legs and arms. Upon looking 
at this worm, on its firft appearance, a fmall black head is 
extremely vifible. with a hooked beak of a whitifn co
lour. Its bodv is feemingly of a white filky texture, 
very like a fmall tendon bared and perfectly cleaned. 
After its appearance, the natives of thefe countries, who 
are ufed to i t , feize it gently by the head, and wrap it 
round a thin piece of Glk or fmall bird's feather. Every 
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day, or feveral rimes a- 'ay, they try to wind it up upon-
the quiil as far as it comes readily • and, upon the fmalleit 
reliftunce, they give over for fear of breaking it. M r . 
Bruce has feen five feet, or fomcthing mure of this ex
traordinary animal, wound out with invincible patience 
in the courfe of three weeks. N o inflammation then re
mained, and fearceiy any rednefs round the edges of 
the aperture, only a fmall quantity of lymph appeared in 
the hole or puncture, which fearceiy ifl'ued out upon 
preffing. In three days it was commonly well. 

M r . Bruce himfelf experienced this complaint. H e 
was reading upon a fofa at Cairo, a few days after his 
return from Upper Egypt, when he felt in the lore part 
of his leg, upon the bone, about feven inches below 
the center of his knee pan, an itching refembling what 
follows the bite of a mufcheto. Upon fcratching, a 
fmall tumour appeared very like a mufcheto bite. The 
itching returned in about an hour afterwards; and, be-
ino- more intent upon his reading than his leg, he 
fcratched it t i l l the blood came. He foon after obferved 
fomething like a black fpot, which had already rifen 
confiderably above thc furface ofthe fkin. A l l medicine 
proved ufelefs ; and the difeafe not being known at C a i 
ro, there was nothing for it but to have recourfe to the 
only received manner of treating it in this country. 
About three inches of the worm was wound out upon a 
piece of raw filk in the firfl; week, without pain or fever ; 
but it was broken afterwards through the careleffnefs and 
rafhnefs of the furgeon when changing a poulrice on 
board the (hip in which he returned to France: a violent 
inflammation followed ; the leg fwelled fo as to fcarce 
leave appearance of knee or ancle; the fkin, red and 
diftended, feemed glazed like a mirror. The wound 
was now healed, and, difcharged nothing; and there 
was every appearance of mortification coming on. T h e 
great care and attention procured him in the lazaretto 
at Marfeilles, by a-nation always foremoft in the acts of. 
humanity to flrangers, and the attention and fkill of the 
furgeon, recovered him from this troublefome complaint.. 

Fifty-two days had elapfed fince it firfl begun ; thirty-
five of which were fpent in the greateft agony. t It fup-. 
purated at laft; and, by enlarging the orifice, a good. 
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quantity of matter was difcharged. He had made con-
itant ufe of bark, both in fomentations and inwardly ; but 
he did not recover the ftrengtli of his leg entirely t i l l 
near a year after, by uling the baths of Poretta. 

The ' la f tMr. Bruce mentions of thefe endemial difeafes, 
and the moif terrible of all others that can fall to the lot 
of man, is the Elephantiafis, which fome have chofen to 
call the Leprofy or Lepra Arabum ; though in its ap
pearance, and in all its circamftanCCS and ftages, it no more 
refembles the leprofy of Paleftine, than it does the 
gout or the dropfy. During the courfe of it, the face is 
often healthy to appearance; the eyes vivid and fpark-
l ing : thofe affected have fometimes a' kind of drynefs 
upon the fkin of their backs, which, upon fcratching, 
leaves a mcalincfs, or whitenefs; theonly circumftance, 
in which it refembled the leprofy; but it has no fcalinefs. 
The hair, too, is of its natural colour; not white, yel-
lowifh, or thin, as in the lt-profy, but fo far from it that, 
though the Abyffinians have very rarely hair upon their 
chin, M r . Bruce has feen people, apparently in the laft 
ftage of the elephantiafis, with a very good beard of its 
natural colour. The appetite is generally good during 
this difeafe, nor does any change of regimen affect the 
complaint. 

M r . Bruce's firft general advice to a traveller is this, to 
remember well what was the ftate of his conftitution be
fore he vifited thefe countries, and what his complaints 
were, i f he had any ; for fear very frequently feizes us 
upon the firft fight of thc many and fudden deaths we fee 
upon our firft arrival, and our fpirits are fo lowered by 
perpetual perfpiration, and our nerves fo relaxed, that we 
are apt to miitake the ordinary fymptoms of a difeafe,. 
familiar to us in our own country, for the approach of 
one of thefe terrible diftempers that are to hurry us in a: 

few hours into eternity. This has a bad effect in the 
very ilighfeft diforders; fo that it hath become prover
b i a l — " I f you think you (hall die, you fhall die." I f a 

traveller finds, that he is as well after having been fome 
time in this country as he was before entering it, his 
beft way is to make no innovation in his regimen,further 
than in abating fomething in the quantity. But i f he 
is of a tender conftitution, he cannot act more wifely 
than to follow implicitly the regimen of fober, healthy 
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people of the country, without arguing upon European 
notions, or fubftituting what we conhder as fuccedanoums 
to what we fee ufed on the ipot. AJ1 fpirits are to be 
avoided; even bark is beilrr in water than in wine. The 
ftomach, being relaxed by profufe perlpiration, needs 
fome thing to ftrengthen, but not inflame, and enable it 
to perform digeftion. For this reafan (inftinct we fhould 
call i t ; i f fpeaking of beafts) thc natives of ali eaflern 
countries feafon every ipecies of food, even the funplcft 
and m'ildcft, rice, lo much with fpices, efpecially pepper, 
as abfolutaiy to blifter an European palate. Thefe power
ful analeptics Providence has planted in thefe countries 
for this ufe; and the natives ha.e, from the eariieft 
times, had rccourfe to them in proportion to thc quantify 
they can procure. 

M r . Bruce lays down this as a pofitivc rule of health, 
that the warmcft dimes the natives delight in , are the 
moft yiholefome flrangers can life in the putrid climates 
o f the Lower Arabia, Abyflinia, Sennaar, and Egypt it-
feif, and that fpirits, and all fermented liquors, fhould 
be regarded as poifons: and, for fear of temptation, not 
fo much as be carried along with yoo, unlef> as a menf-
trura for outward applications. Spring, or running wa
ter, i f you can find it, is to be your only drink. You 
cannot be too nice in procuring this article. But as, on 
both coafts of die Red Sea you fearceiy find any but 
ftagnant water, die way our traveller practifed was al
ways this: when he was at any place that allowed him 
time and opportunity, he took a quantity of fire fand, 
waffled if from the fait quality with which it was im
pregnated, and fpread it upon a fheet to d ry ; he then 
tilled tin oil-jar with water, and poured into it as much 

'from a boiling kettle as would ferve to k i l l all thc animal-
cula and eggs that were in it. He then fifted his dried 
fand. as fiowly as poffible, upon the furface of the water 
in the jar, t i l l the land ftcod half a foot in the bottom of 
i t : after letting it fettle a night, he drew it off by a hole 
in the jar with a fpigct in it, about an inch above the 
fand ) then threw tiie remaining fand out upon thc cloth, 
and dried and v.afhed it again. 

r l his procefs is fooner performed than defcribed. The 
water is as limpid as thc puiefl fpiing, and little inferior 
to the fineft Spa. Drink largely of this without fear, 
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according as your appetire requires. B y violent perfpi-
ration the aqueous part of your blood is thrown off • and 
it is not fpiritous liquor can reftore this, whatever momen
tary ftrength it may give you from another cauie. W'h.>n 
hot, and almoft hunting with weakness from continual 
per'piration, Mr. Bruce has gone into a warm bath, and 
been immediately Bettered to ftrength, as upon firft rifmg 
in the morning. 

In Nubia, never fcrc/le to throw yourfelf into the cold-
eft river or faring you can rind, in whatever degree oF 
heat you are. Thc reafon of the diiference in Europe is, 
that when by violence you have railed yourfelf to an ex 
traordinary degree of heat, the cold water in which you 
plunge yourfelf checks your perfpiration, and fhuts your 
pores faddenly. The medium is itfelf too cold, and you 
do not ufe force fuhicient to bring back the pcrfp ration, 
which nought but action occalioned; whereas, in tl efe 
warm countries, your perfpiration is natural and conftant-, 
though no action be Died, only from the temperature of 
the medium; therefore, though your pores are (bur, tiie 
moment you plunge yourfelf in the cold water, the fimple 
condition of thc outward air again covers ycu with pearls 
of fwcat the moment you emerge ; and you begin thc 
expence ofthe aqueous part of vour blood afrelh from 
the new fiock that you nave laid in by your immcrnon. 

Rice and pillaw are the belt food ; fowls are very bad, 
eggs are worfe ; greens are not wholefome. In Arabia 
the mutton is good, and, when malted, may be eaten 
warm with fafety; perhaps better i f cold. A l l foups or 
broths are to be avoided ; all game is bad. 

i t is a cuftom that, from fhe firft ages, has prevailed 
in thc call, to fhriek and lament upon the death of a friend 
or relation, and cut their faces upon the temple with their 
nails, about the breadth of a fixpence, one of which is left 
long for that purpofe. It was always prartifed by the 
Jews, and thence adopted by thc Abytfinians, though ex-
prefsly forbidden both by the law and the prophets. A t 
Mafuah, it feems to be particular to dance upon that cc-
caliou. Thc women, Iriends. and vilitors, place them
felves in a ring; then dance flowly, figuring in and out 
as in a country-dance. This dance is all to the voice, 
no inflrunxnt being ufed upon the oecafion ; onlv the 
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drum (the butter-jar before mentioned) is beat adroitiv 
enough, and feems at once neceifary to keep the dance 
and long in order. In Abyffmia, too, this is purfued in 
a manner-more ridiculous. Upon the death or an ozoro, 
or any nobleman, the twelve judges, (who are generally 
between 6 0 and 70 years of age) ling the fong, and dance 
the figure-dance, in a manner fo truly ridiculous, that 
grief muft have taken faft hold of every fpectator who 
does not laugh upon the occafion. 

In Mafuah, "it is a general cuftom for people to burn 
myrrh and incenfe in their houfes before they opt n the 
doors in the morning; and when they go out at night, 
or early in the da<:, they have always a fmall piece of rag 
highly fumigated with thefe two perfumes, which they 
ftuff into each noftril to keep them from the unwholefome 
air. 

Their houfes are, in general, built of poles and bent 
gwrfs, as in thc towns of Arabia ; but, befides thefe, there 
are about twenty of (tone, fix or eight of which are two 
Percys each ; though the fecond feldom confifts of more 
than one room, and that one generally not a large one. 

Situated as Mafuah is, in the very entrance of Abyflinia, 
a very plentiful country, yet all the neceffaries of life are 
fcarce and dear. Their quality, too, is very indifferent. 
Th i s is owing to the difficulty, expence, and danger o f 
carrying the feveral articles through the defert flat coun
try, called Samhar, which lies between Arkeeko and the 
mountains of Abyffinia ; as well as to the extortions ex-
ercHed by the Naybe, who takes, under the name of cuf-
toms, whatever part he pleafe* of the goods and provifiens 
brought to that ifland ; by which means the profit of thc 
feller isfo fmall, as not to be worth the pains and rifk of 
bringing it. 

A confiderablc trade is carried on at Mafuah, notwith-
ftanding thefe inconveniencies,narrow and confined as the 
ifland is, and violent and unjuft as is the government. But 
it is all done in a flovenly manner, and for articles where 
a fmall capital is invefted. Property here is too precari
ous to riik a venture in valuable commodities, where the 
hand of power enters into every tranfa£lion. 

On the 13th, at four o'clock in the afternoon, M r . 
Bruce waited upon the Naybe at his own houfe. He re

ceived 



ccived him with more civility than ufual; or rather with 
lefs brutality; for a grain of any thing b! e civility had 
never yet appeared in his behaviour. He"had juft re
ceived news, that a fervant of his, fent to col let money 
at Hamazen, had run .off with it. As o<ir traveller faw 
he was bufy, he took, his leave of him, only alking his 
commands for Habefh ; to which be anfwered, n We 
have time enough to think of that; do you come here to 
moirow." 

On the 14th, in the morning, he waited upon him ac
cording to appointment, having fit it ff ruck his tent and 
got all his ba;gage in readinefs. He received him as 
before, then told him with a grave air, " that he was 
wil l ing to further his journey into Habelh to the utmofl 
of his power, provided he fhewcd him that coniideration 
which was duo to him from all paffengers ; that as, by 
his tent, baggage, and arms, he faw he was a man above 
the common fort, which thc grand fignior's firman, and 
all his letters teftiricd, lefs than looopatakas offered by 
him would be parting great affront upon him ; how
ever, in coniideration of the governor of Tigre, to 
whom he was going, he would content to receive 3 0 - , 
upon his fwcaring not to divulge this, for fear ofthe 
ihame that would fall upon him abroad. 

T o this M r . Bruce anfwered in the fame grave tone, 
that he thought him very wrong to take 300 patakas 
with fhame, when receiving a ihoufimd would be 
more honourable as well as more profitable; therefore 
he had nothing to do but put that into his account-book 
with thc governor of Tigre, and fettle his honour and 
his interetl together. As for himfelf, he was fent for by 
Metical Aga , on account of the king, and was proceed
ing accordingly, and if* be oppofed his going forward to 
Metical Aga, he fhould return ; but then again he fhould 
expect ten thoufand patakas from Metical Aga, for the 
trouble and lofs of time he had been at, which he and 
the Ras would not doubt fettle with h im." Thc Naybe 
faid nothing in rep!}-, but only muttered, doling his 
teeth, JO'.iian afrit, that devil or tormenting fpirit. 

Thofe friends, which M r . Bruce had made at Mafuah 
feeing the Nay he's obftinacy againft their departure, and' 
knowing the cruelty of his nature, advifed M r . Bruce to 
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abandon all thoughts of Abvflinia; for that, in paflmg 
through Samhar, among the many barbarous people 
whom he commanded, difficulties would multiply upon 
them daily, and, either by accident, or order ofthe Navbe, 
they would befurely cut off. However, our traveller was too 
well convinced ofthe embarraflment that lav behind him, 
i f left alone with the Naybe, and too determined upon his 
journey to hefitatc upon going forward. He even flatter
ed himfelf, that his flock offtratagems to prevent their 
going, was by this time exhaufted, and that the morrow 
•would fee them in the open fields, free from furthur ty
ranny and controul. 

On the 15th, early in the morning, M r . Bruce aga :n 
ftruck his tent, and had his baggage prepared, to fhew 
they were determined to flay no longer. Al eight 
o'clock, he went to the Naybe, and found him alrnoft 
alone, when he received him in a manner that, for h im, 
might have paffed for c iv i l . He began with a confider-
able degree of eloquence, or fluency of fpecch, a long 
enumeration of the difficulties of their journey, the r i 
vers, precipices, mountains, and woods they were to 
pafs; the number of wild hearts every where to be found; 
as alfo the wild favagepeople that inhabited thofe places; 
the moft of which, he laid, were luckily under his com
mand, and he would recommend to them to do them all 
manner of good offices. Fie commanded two of his 
fecretaries to write the proper letters, and then ordered 
them coffee. 

In the mean time came in a fervant covered with duff 
2nd fecmingly fatigued, as having arrived in hafte from 
afar. The Naybe, with a confiderablc deal of uneafi-
nefs and confufion, opened the letters, which were faid 
to bring intelligence, that the Hazorta, Shiho, and To-
ra, the three nations wdio poflefled that part of Samhar 
through which our road led to Dobatwa, the common 
paflage from Mafuah to Tigre, had revolted, driven 
away his fervants, and declared themfelves independent. 
He then, (as i f all was over] ordered bis fecretaries to 
flop writing; and, lifting up his eyes, began, with 
great feeming devotion, to thank God we were not al
ready on our journey; for, innocent as he was, when 
our travellers fhould have been cut off, the fault would 
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have been imputed to him. Angry as Mr. Bruce was 
at fo bare-faced a farce, he could not help burJtinr out 
into a violent fit of loud laughter, when the Naybe 
put on the fevereft countenance, and deli red to know 
the reafon of his laughing at fuch a time. « U i s n o w . 
two months, •anfwered Mr. Bruce) fince you have been 
throwing various objections in my way ; c:\n you wond
er that I do not give into fo grcfi> an impniition ? Tin's 
fame morning, before I ltruck my tent, in prcfence of 
your nephew Achmet, I fpoke with two Shiho juft ar
rived from Samhar, who Brought letters to Achmet, 
which faid all was in peace. Have you eaiiicr intelli
gence than that of this morning?" 

He was for fome time without fpeaking; then faid, 
If you are weary of living, you are weleome to go ; 

but I will do my duty in warning thofe r 1;nt arc along 
with you of their and your danger, that, when the mil-
chief happens, it may not be imputed to me." " No 
number, of naked Shiho, (faid Mr. Bruce) unlefs in-
ftrucded by you, can ever be found cn our road, that 
will venture to attack us. The Shiho have no fire arms; 
but if you have fent on purpofe fome cf your foldiers 
that have fire arms, theft will difcover by what authori
ty they come. Eor our parr, we cannot fly ; We neither 
know the country, the language, nor the watering-
places, and we fhall not attempt it. We have plenty 
of different forts of fire arms, and your'fervants have 
often fecn at Mafuah we arc not ignorant in the lift of 
them. We, it is true, may lofe our lives, that is in 
the hand ofthe Almighty ; but we fhall not fail to leave 
enough on the fpot, to give fufficient indication to the 
king and Ras Michael, who it was that were our af-
faflins." 

Mr. Bruce then rofe very abruptly to go away. It is 
impofftble to give any one, not converfant with thefe 
people, any conception what perfect mailers the moft 
downifh and beaftly among them are of diffimulation. 
The countenance of the Naybe now changed in a mo
ment. In his turn he burfl out into a loud fit of laugh
ter, which furprifed our traveller full as much his 
fome time before, had done him. Ever)- feature of his' 
treacherous countenance was altered and foftc.ie.l into 

complacency; 



complacency; and he, for the firft time, bore the ap
pearance of a man. He then confeffed, that the whole 
was only a pretence to keep them there. " But fince 
you are refolved to go, be not afriad ; the roads are fafe 
enough. 1 wi l l give you a perfon to conduct you, that 
wi l l carry* you in fafety, even i f there was danger; only-
go and prepare fuch remedies as may be proper for the 
Emir , and leave them with my nephew Achmet, while 
I finifh. my letters." This our traveller willingly con-
fented to do, and on his return he found every thing 
ready. 

Our travellers left Arkeeko on the 15th, taking their 
road fouthward, along the plain, Which is not here 
above a mile broad, and covered with fhort grafs, no
thing different from ours, only that the blade is broader. 
After an hour's journey M r . Bruce pitched his tent at 
Labcrhey, near a pit of rain-water. The mountains of 
Abyffinia have a lingular afpecf from this, as they ap
pear in three ridges'. The firft is of no confiderable 
height, but full of gullies and broken ground, thinly 
covered with fhrubs; the fecond, higher and fteeper, 
ftill more rugged and bare ; the third is a row of fharp, 
uneven-edged mountains, which would be counted high 
in any country in Europe. Far above the top of all, 
towers that ft upendous mafs, the mountain of Taranta, 
probably one of the higheft in the world, the point of 
which is buried in the clouds, and very rarely feen but 
in the clcareft weather : at other times abandoned to 
perpernal mift and darknefs, the feat of lightning, thun
der, and of ftorm. 

In the evening, a meflenger from the Naybe found 
them at their tent at Labcrhey, and carried away their 
guide Saloome. It was not t i l l the next day that he. ap
peared again, and with him Achmet, the Naybe's ne
phew, who vyent into the tent, called far coffee, and, 
while drinking it, faid, " Y o u are fufiiciently perfuaded 
that I am your friend ; i f you are not, it is too late now 
to convince you. It is ncceffary, however, to explain 
the reafons c f what you fee. You are not to go to DQ -
barwa, though it is the beft road, the fafeft being pre
ferable to the eafieft. Y o u w i l l be apt to curie me 
when you are oiling and fweating amending Taranta, 



the higheft mountain in Abyffinia, and on this account; 
worthy your notice. You are then to confider i f the 
fatigue of body you then fufter in that paffage i s not 
overpaid by the abfolute fafety you wi l l find yourfelves 
i n . Dobarwa belongs to the Naybe, and I cannot 
anfwer for the orders he may have given. I have writ
ten to my officers there; they w i l l behave the better 
to you for this; and, as you are ftrong and robuft, the 
belt 1 can do for you is to fend you by a rugged road, 
and a fafe one." 

Achmet again gave his orders, to Saloome, and they 
all r i l ing , faid the fedtah, or prayer of peace; which 
being over, Achmet's fervant gave him a narrow web o f 
muftin, which, with his own hands, he wrapped round 
M r . Bruce's head in the manner the better fort of M a 
hometans wear it at D ixan . He then parted, faying, 
" He that is your enemy is mine alfo ; you fhall hear of 
me by Mahomet Gibbert i ." 

This finifhed a feries of trouble and vexation, not to 
fay danger, fuperior to any thing M r . Bruce ever be
fore had experienced, and of which the bare recital w i l l 
give but an imperfeft idea. Thefe wretches poffefs ta
lents for tormenting and alarming, far beyond the 
power of belief; and, by laying a true fketch of them 
before a traveller, an author does him the moft real 
fervice. 

O n the 16th, in the evening, they left Laberhey; 
and, after continuing about an hour along the plam, 
their grafs ended, the ground becoming dry, firm, and 
gravelly, and they then entered into a wood of acacia-
trees of confiderable fize. 

On the 18th, at half paft five in the morning, they 
left their ftation on the fide of a green hill at Hafnharn* 
mon: for fome time their road lay through a plain fo 
thick fet with acacia-trees that their hands and faces 
were all torn and bloody with the ffrokes of their thorny 
branches. A t half paft feven, they came to the mouth 
of a narrow valley, through which a ftream of water 
ran very fwiftly over a bed of pebbles. It was the firft 
clear water they bad feen fince they left Syria, and gave 
them jjnfpeakable pkafure. It was in tafte excellent. 
The fhade of the tamarind-tree, and the coolncfs of the 
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air, invited them to reft on this delightful fpot, though 
other-wife, perhaps, it was not exactly conformali. to 
the rules of prudence, as they faw feveral huts and fanii-
l i esof the Hazorta along the fide of the ftream, with 
their flocks feeding on the branches of trees and buflies, 
entirely neglectful of tie grafs they were treading tinder 
foot. The caper-tree here grows as high as the talleit 
Englifh e lm; us flower is white, and- its fruit, though 
not ripe, was fully as large as an apricot. 

O n the igtb, they continued their journey, their road 
ftill winding between mountains in the bed, or torrent of 
a river, bordered on each hde with rack and fycamo'rc 
trees of a good fi/.e. A t half paft eight o'clock, they 
encamped at a place called Tubbo, where the mountains 
are very fttep, and broken very abruptly, into cliffs and 
precipices. Tubbo was by much the moft agreeable 
ftation they had feen; the trees were thick, full of 
leaves, and gave them abundance of very dark (hade. 
There was a number of many different kinds fo clofely 
planted, that they feemed to be intended for natural ar
bours. Every tree was full of bird.;, variegated with an 
infinity of colours, but deftitute of fong; others, of a 
more homely and more European appearance, diverted 
them with a variety of wild notes, in a ftileof mufic ftill 
dittir.ci and peculiar to Afr ica : as different in the com-
polition from oui linnet and goldfinch, as our Englifh 
language is to that of Abyffinia : Yet, from very attentive 
and frequent observation, M r . Bruce found that the fky-
lark at Mafuah i'ung the fame notes as in England. It 
was obfervable, that the grcatcit part of the beautiful 
painted birds were ot the jay, or magpie kind, nature 
feemed, by the finenefs of their drefs. to have marked 
them for children of noife and impertinence, but never 
to have intended them for pleafnre or meditation. 

O n the 20 th , they began to afcend the bills, or emi
nences, which ferve as the roots or fkirts of the gnat 
mountain Taranta. The road was on each fide bordered 
with nabca, or jnjeb trees of great beauty I and fycaraores 
perfectly deprived of their verdure and branches. The 
country here is every where deprived of the fha-'e it 
would enjoy from thefe fine trees, by the barbarous axes 
of the Hazorta. They found every where immenfe flocks 
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of antelopes; as alfo partridges of a fmall kind that 
wil l ingly took refuge upon trees; neither of thefe feemed 
to contider our travellers as enemies. The antelopes let 
them pafs through their flocks, only removing to the 
right or to the left, or Handing ftill and gazing upon them 
t i l l they paffed. But, as they were then on the confines 
o f Tigre, or rather on the territory of the Baharnagafh. 
and as the Hazorta were in motion every where removing 
towards thc coaft, far from the dominions of the A b y l -
finians to which they were going, a friend o f their own 
tribe, who had joined our travellers for fafety, knowing 
how little truft was to be put in his countrymen when 
moving in this contrary direction, advifed them by no 
means to fire, or give any unneceflary indication of the 
fpot where they were, ti l l they gained thc mountain of 
Taranta, at the foot of which they halted. 

In the afternoon, they began to afcend the mountain, 
through a moft rocky, uneven road, i f it can deferve the 
name, not only from its incredible fteepnefs, but from the 
large holes and gullies made by the torrents, and the 
huge monftrous fragments of rocks which, loofened by 
the water, had been tumbled down into their way. ft 
was with great difficulty they could creep up, each man 
carrying his knapfack and arms ; but it feemed beyond 
the pnflibility o( human ftrength to carry their baggage 
and inftruments. Their tent, indeed, fuffered nothing by 
its falls; but the telefcopes, time-keeper, and quadrant, 
were to be treated in a more deliberate and tender manner. 
The quadrant had hitherto been carried by eight men, four 
to relieve each other ; but thefe were ready to give up the 
undertaking upon trial of the firft few hundred yards. A 
number of expedients, fuch as trailing it on the ground, 
(all equally fatal to the inftrument) were propofed. A t 
laft, as M r . Bruce was incomparably the ftrongeft of the 
company, as well as the moft interefted, he, and a ftranger 
Moor who had followed them, carried the head of it for 
about 4 0 0 yards over the moft difficult and fteepeft part 
ofthe mountain, which before had been confidered as im
practicable by al l . 

Yafine was the name of that Moor , recommended to 
M r . Bruce by Metical Aga, a perfon whom he had dif-
covcred to be of a moft fagacious turn of mind, f j r r n 
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heart, and ftrenuous nerves ; never more diftinguifhed for 
ali thefe qualities than in the hour of imminent danger; 
at other times remarkable for quictnefs and iilence, and a 
conllant ftudy of his Koran. 

They found it impotftble to pitch their tents, from the 
extreme wcarincfs in the exertions they had made. But 
there was another reafon alfo ; for there was not earth 
enough covering the bare fides of Taranta to hold faft a 
tent-pin ; there were, however, variety of caves near them, 
and throughout thc mountain, which had fcrved for 
houfes to the old inhabitants ; and in thefe they found a 
quiet and not inconvenient place of repofe, the night of 
the scth of November. 

O n the 21 ft, at half paft fix in the morning, M r . Bruce, 
having encouraged his company with good words, in 
creafe of wages, and hopes of reward, they began to en
counter the other halt ofthe mountain. His baggage 
moved much more brifkly than thc preceding day. The 
upper pa t of the mountain was, indeed, ltcepcr, more 
craggy, rugged", and flippery than thc lower, and impeded 
more with trees, but not embarraffed fo much with large 
Hones and holes. Their knees and bands, however, were 
cut to pieces by frequent falls, and their faces torn by the 
multitude of thorny bufhes. At laft, they gained the 
top of thc mountain, upon which is htuated a fmall v i l 
lage called Halai, the firft they had fcen fince their leav
ing Mafuah. It is chiefly inhabited by poor fervants and 
mepherds keeping the flocks of men of fubflance l iving in 
the town of Dixan. 

The plain on the top of the mountain Taranta was, in 
many places, fown with wheat, which was then ready to 
be cut down, though the harveft was not yet begun. The 
grain was clean, and of a good colour, but inferior in 
iize to that of Egypt. It did not, however, grow thick, 
nor was the (talk above fourteen inches high. The water 
is very bad on the top of Taranta, being only what re
mains of the rain in the hollows ofthe rocks, and in pits 
prepared for it. Being very tired, they pitched their tent 
on the top of the mountain. The night was remarkably 
cold, at leaft appeared fo to them, whofe pores were 
opened by the cxccifive heat of Mafuah. The dew began 
to fall ftrongly, and fo continued t i l l an hour after fun-



fet, though the fky was perfectly clear, and the fmalleft 
fiars difcernible. 

M r . Bruce killed a large eagle here, about fix feet t>»n 
inches from wing to wing. It feemed very tame till (hot. 
The ball having wounded it but flight!v, when on the 
ground it could not be prevented from attacking the men 
orbeafts near it with great force and hcrcenefs, fo that 
M r . Bruce was obliged to frab it with a bayonet. It was 
of a dirty white; only the head and upper part of its 
wings were of a light brown. 

O n the morning oi"the 2 2 d , they left their ftation on 
the top of Taranta, and focn after began to defce.id on 
the fide of Tigre through a broken and uneven read. 
After this thev began to mount a fmall h i l l , from which 
they had a difiinct view of Dixan. They pitched their 
tent near fome mailhy ground for the fake of water, at 
three quarters paft ten, but it was very bad, having been 
for feveral weeks ft-Jgnant. They faw here the people, 
bufy at their wheat harveft: others, who had Jmifhcd 
theirs, were treading it out with cows or bullocks. The; 
make no ufe of their ftraw ; f metimes they burn k, a.ut 
fometimes leave it on the fpot to rot. 

A t half an hour after four in the afternoon, they crime 
to Dixan. Halai was the firft village, fo is this the jrft 
town in Abvfiinia, on the fide of Taranta. Dixeui is 
built on the top of a h i l l , perfectly in form of a fugar 
loaf; a deep valley fuirounds it every where like a 
trench, and thc road winds fpi rally up thc hi l l t i l l it end* 
among the houfes. 

Our travellers baggage bail paifed the trench, and had 
reached the low town through which Saloome had con
ducted M r . Bruce, under pretence of getting a fpeedy 
(belter from the heat: but hê  overacted his part; and 
Junni, his fesvant, v ho fpoke Greek, giving M r . Bruce 
a hint to go no further, he turned lhort towards the 
houfe, and fat down with his firelock upon a ftone at the 
door. Their baggage quickly followed, a id all was pur 
fafe in a kind of a court inclofed with.a fuificient fte.ie-
w a l l . 

It was not long til l Hagi Abdclcader, Achmet's 
friend, came to them; inviting M r . Bruce civilly to 
his houfe, and declaring to him thc friendly ordej* 
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he had received from Achmet concerning h im; bringing 
along with him alfo a goat, fome butter and honey. 
M r . Bruce excufed himfelf from leaving Janni's friend, the 
Chriftian, where he had firft alighted; but he recom
mended Yafine to him, for he had begun to {hew great 
attachment to M r . Bruce. In about a quarter of an 
hour came Saloome with about twenty men, and de
manded our travellers in the name of the Naybe, as 
his ftrangers: he faid they owed him money for con-
dueling them, and likewife for the cuftomhoufe dues. 
In a moment near a hundred men were affembled round 
Hagi Abdelcadcr, all with fhields and lances, and M r . 
Bruce cxpecled to fee a fray of the moft ferious kind. 
But Abdelcader, with a fwitch in his hand, went gravely 
up to Saloome, and, after chiding his party with great 
authority, he held up his ftick twice over Saloome's head, 
as i f to ftrike h i m ; then ordered him, i f he had any 
demands, to come to him in the evening ; upon which 
both parties difperfed, and left them in peace. The 
matter was fettled in the evening with Saloome in an 
amicable manner. 

The town of Dixan confifts of Moors and Chriftians, 
and is very well peopled; yet the only trade of either 
of thefe fects is a very extraordinary one, that of felling 
of children. The Chriftians bring fuch as they have 
ftolen in Abyffinia to Dixan as to a fure depoftt; and the 
Moors receive them there, and carry them to a certain 
market at Mafuah, whence they are fent over to Arabia 
or India. The priefts of the province of Tigre, efpe
cially thofe near the rock Damo, are openly concerned 
in this infamous practice ; and fome of thefe have been 
licenfed by Michael to carry it on as a fair trade, upon 
paying fo many firelocks for each dozen or fcore 
of flaves. Nothing can elucidate the footing upon 
which this trade ftands better than a transaction^ which 
happened while M r . Bruce was in Ethiopia, and which 
reached Gondar by way of complaint from Mafuah, and 
was told him by Michael himfelf. 

Two priefts of Tigre, whofe names M r . Bruce has 
forgotten, had been long intimate friends. They dwelt 
near the rock Damo. The youngeft was married and 
had two children, both fons; the other was old, and had 
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none. The old one reproved his friend one day for 
keeping his children at home idle, and not putting'them 
to fome profeffion by which they might gain their bread. 
'1 he married prieft pleaded his poverty and his want of 
relations that could allift h im; on which, the old prieft 
offered to place his eldeft fon with a rich friend of" his 
own, who had no children, and where he fhould want 
for nothing. The propofal was accepted, and the young 
lad, about ten years of age, was delivered by his father 
to the old prieft, to carry him to this friend, who fent 
the boy to Dixan, and fold him there. Upon the old 
prieft's return, after giving the father a fplendid account of 
his fons reception, treatment, and profpe£ls, he gave him 
a piece of cotton cloth, as a prefent from his fons 
patron. The younger child, about eight years old, 
hearing the good foitune of his elder brother, became 
fo importunate to be allowed to go and vifit him, 
that the parents were obliged to humour him, and con-
fent. But the old prieft had a fcruple, faying, he would 
not take the charge of fo young a boy, unlefs his moth; r 
went with. This being fettled, the old prieft conveyed 
them to the market at Dixan, where he fold both the 
mother and the remaining child. Returning to the fa
ther, the old prieft told him, that his wife would ftay 
only fo long, and expected he would then fetch her up
on a certain day, which was named. The day being 
come, the two priefts went together to fee this happy fa
mily ; and, upon their entering Dixan, it was found, 
that the old prieft had fold ihe young one, but not to 
the fame Moor to whom he had fold his family. Soon 
after, thefe two Moors who had bought the Chriftians, 
becoming partners in the venture, the old prieft was to 
receive forty cotton-cloths, that is, l o l . Sterling, for 
the hufband, wife, and children. 

The payment of the money, perhaps the refentment of 
the family trepanned, and the appearance of equity which 
the thing itfelf bore, fuggefted to the Moorifh merchants 
that there was fome more profit, and not more r i ik , i f 
they carried off the old prieft likewife. But as he had 
come to Dixan, as it were under public faith, in a trade 
that greatly interrefted the town, they were afffaid to at
tempt any thing againft him whilft there. They began 
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' then as it were to repent of their bargin, from a pre
tended apprehenfion that they might°be flopped and 
oueftioned at going out of town, unlefs he would ac
company them to fome fmall diftance; in confuleration of 
which, they would give him, at parting, two pieces of cloth 
to be added to the other forty, which he was to take back 
to Tigre with him upon his return. The beginning of 
fuch expeditions is in the night. When all were 
aflcep, they fet out from Dixan, thc buyers, the fel
ler, and the family fold ; and, being arrived near the 
mountain where the way turns oif to the defert, the 
whole party fell upon the old prieft, threw him down, 
and bound him. '1 he woman infifled that fhe might 
be allowed to cut, or tear off the little beard he had, in 
order, as fnc faid, to make him look younger ; and this 
demar. 1 was reckoned too jufl to be denied her. The 
whole five were then carried to Mafuah ; the woman and 
her two children were fold to Arabia; thc two priclls 
had not fo ready a market, and they were both in the 
Naybe's houfe when M r . Bruce was at Mafuah., thcugh 
he did not then know it. 

The Naybe, wil l ing to ingratiate himfelf with Pas' 
Michael at a fmall expence, wrote to him an account c f 
the tranuiftion, and offered, as they were priefts, to reftore 
them to him. But the Ras returned for anfwer, that 
the Na'-'Ve fhould keep them to be his chaplains; as he 
hoped, fome day he would be cenverred to the Chrif
tian faith himfelf; i f not. he might fend them to Arabia 
with the reft ; they would ferve to be carriers of wood 
and drawers of water; and that there ftill remained at 
Damo enough of their kind to carry on the trade with 
Dixan and Mafuah. 

'1 his ftory M r . Bruce heard from Pas Michael him
felf, at his grand daughter's marriage, when he was 
feafling, and in great fpirits. He , ami all the company, 
laughed heartily, and although there wt re in the room at 
leaft two dozen of priefts, none of them feemed to take this 
incident more ferioufly than the reft of the companv. 
From this we may guefs at the truth of what the Ci-
thdfic; writers .advance, with regard to the refpect and 
reverence fhown to the pricflhood by the government 
and'great men in Abvflinia. Dixan is in fat. 14* r V 
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5 5 " North, and long. 4 0 * 7' 3 0 " eaft of the meri
dian o f Greenwich. 

Our travellers left Dixan on the 25th of November 
defcending the very deep hi l l on which the town is 
fituated. Magi Abdelcader had attended them thus 
far before he left them, and the noted Saloome 
came likewife, to fee i f fome occafion would offer of" 
doing them further mifchief; but the king's fervants, 
now upon their own ground, began to take upon them a 
proper confequence. One of them went to meet Sa
loome at the bank of the river, and making a mink, 
on the ground with his knife, declared that his pa
tience was quite exhaulted by what he had been wit-
nefs to at Mcfuah and D i x a n ; and i f now Saloome, or 
any other man belonging to the Naybe, offered to 
pais that mark, he would bind him hand and foot, 
and carry him to a place where he fhould be left 
tied to a tree, a prey to the lion and hyaena. 
They all returned, and there our travellers perfecurion 
from the" Naybe ended. But it was very evident, from 
Achmct's behaviour and difcourfe, had they gone by 
Dobarwa, which was the road propofed by the Naybe, 
the ;r fuffcrings would not have been as yet half finifhed, 
unlefs they bad ended with their lives. 

They remained under a tree fey en feet and a half in 
diameter during the night of thc 25th. M r . Bruce fays, 
it wil l be to him a ftation ever memorable, as the firft 
wdiere he recovered apportion of that tranquillity of mind, 
to which he had been a ftranger ever fince his arrival at 
Mafuah. 

On the 26th , at feven in the morning, they left their 
moft pleafant quarters under the tree, and fet forward 
with threat alacrity. About a quartet of a mile from the 
river they crofted the end of the plair lZarai . Though 
this is but three miles long, and one where broadeft, 
it was the largeft plain they had feen fince their 
paffing Taranta, whofe top was now covered wholly with 
large, black, and very heavy clouds, from which they 
heard and faw frequent peals of thunder, and violent" 
ftreams of lightning. This plain was fown partly with 
wheat, partly with Indian com ; the firft was cut down, 
the other not yet ripe. 
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On the 27th they left Hadawi, continuing their journey 
down a very fteep and narrow path between too ftony 
h i l l s ; then afccnded one ftill higher, upon the top of 
which ftands the large village or Goumbubba, whence 
they had a profpect over a confiderable plain all fown 
with the different grain this country produces, wheat 
barley, teff, and tocuifo ; fimfim, (or fefaine) and nook • 
the laft is ufed for o i l . 

A t five o'clock in the afternoon, they had a violent 
fhower of hailftones. Nothing is more common than 
aggravation about the fize of ha i l ; but, (looping to take 
up one, M r . Bruce thought as large as a nutmeg, he re
ceived a blow from another juft under his eye, which he 
imagined had blinded hi in , and which occafioned a fuel
l ing all the next day. 

Yafinc, during the four days M r . Bruce had (laid at a 
place called Kel lo , had told him his whole hiftory. It 
feems he had been fettled in a province of Abyffinia, near 
to Sennaar, called Ras el Feel; had married A b d el J i l 
ted, the Shekh's daughter; bur, growing more popular 
than his father-in-law, he had been perfecuted by him, 
and obliged to leave the country. He began now to 
form hopes, that, i f M r . Bruce was well received, as he 
f iw, in all appearance, he was to be, he might, by his 
intereft, be appointed to his father-in law's place; efpe
cially i f there was war, as every thing feemed to indica'e. 
A b d el Jilleel was a coward, and incapable of making 
himfelf of perfonal value to any party. On the contrary, 
Yafine was a tried man, an excellent horfeman, ftrong, 
active, and of known courage, having been twice with 
the late king Yafous in his invafions of Sennaar, and 
both times much wounded there. 

O n the 5th of December, they began firft to fee the 
high mountains of Adowa, nothing refembling in fhape 
to thofe of Europe, nor, indeed, any other country. 
Their fides were all perpendicular rocks, high like 
fteeples, or obelifks. and broken into a thoufand different 
forms. 

They next paffed the Mareb, which is the boundary 
between Tigre and the Baharnagafh, on this fide. It 
runs over a bed of fo i l ; is large, deep, and fmooth ; but, 
upon rain falling, it is more dangerous to pafs than any 
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river in Abyflinia, on account of the frequent holes in its 
bottom. They then entered the narrow plain of Yeeha 
wherein runs thc fmall river, which either gives its name 
to, or takes it from it. 

A t eleven o'clock, they refted by the fide of the moun
tain whence thc river falls. A l l the villages that had 
been built here bore the marks of the juftice of the go
vernor of Tigre . They had been long the moft incor
rigible banditti in the province. He furrounded them 
in one night, burnt their houfes, extirpated the inhabi
tants, and would never fuffer any one fince to fettle 
there. 

On YVednefday the 6th of December, they again pro
ceeded on their journey, and in about three hours travel
l ing on a very pleafant road, over eafy hills and through 
hedge-rows of jeflaminc, honeyfuckks, and many kinds of 
flowering fhrubs, they arrived at Adowa, where once re-
fided Michael Suhul, governor of Tigre. 

Adowa is fituated on the declivity of a h i l l , on the 
weft fide of a fmall plain furrounded every where by 
mountains. This plain is watered by three rivulets which 
are never dry 1n the miuft of fummer. There are fifli 
in thefe three ftreams, but none of them remarkable for 
their fize, quantity, or goodnefs. The beft arc thofe of 
M a i Gogua, a clear and pleafant rivulet, running very 
violently and with great noife. There are many agree
able foots to the fouth-eaft of thc convent, on the banks 
of this river, which arc thick fhaded with wood and 
buflies. Adowa confifts of about 3 0 0 houfes, and occu
pies a much larger fpace than would be thought nccelfary 
for thefe to ftand on, by reafon that each houfe has an 
inclofuit round it of hedges and trees; thc laft chiefly 
the wanzey. Thc number of thefe trees fti planted in all 
thc towns,' fcreen them fo, that, at a diftance, they ap
pear fo many woods. Adowa was not formerly the 
capital of Tigre, but has accidentally become fo upon 
the acceifion of this governor, whofe property, or pa
ternal cllatc, lay in and about it. His manfiondioufe is 
not diftinguifhed from any of thc others in the town, un
lefs by its fize; it is fituated upon the top of the hil l 
and refembles a prifon rather than a palace; for there 
are in and about it above three hundred perfons in irons, 
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fome of whom have been there for twenty year*, moflly 
with a view to extort money from them; and, what is 
the molt unhappy, even when they have paid the fum of 
money which he afks, they do nor get their deliver
ance from his mercilefs hands ; moft ot them are kept in 
c rges like wild beafts, and treated every way in the fame 
manner. 

What deforvedly interefred our travellers moft was, 
the appearance of their kind and hofpitable landlord, 
Janni. He had fent fervants to conduct them from the 
palfagc of the river, and met them himfelf at thc outer-
door of his houfe. M r . Bruce fays he does not remember 
to have fcen a more refpeclable figure. He had his own 
Ihort white hair, covered with a thin muflin turban, a 
thick wcll-lbaped beard, as white as mow, down to his 
waift. He was clothed in the Abyflinian drefs, all ot 
white cotton, only he had a red filk fafh, embroidered 
With gold, about his waift, and fandals on his feet; his 
upper garment reached down to his ancles. He had a 
number of fervants and Haves about him of both fexes ; 
and, when M r . Bruce approached him, he feemed dif-
pofed to receive him with marks of humility and infe
riority, which mortified him much, considering the obli
gations he was under to him, the trouble he had given, 
and was unavoidably ftill to give him. M r . Bruce em
braced him wdth great acknowledgments of kindnefs and 
gratitude, calling him father; a title he always ufed in 
{peaking either to him or of him afterwards, whea he 
was in higher fortune, which he conftantly remembered 
with great pleafure. 

He conducted them through a court yard planted with 
jeflamine, to a very neat, and, at the fame time, large 
room, furnifhed with a filk fofa; the fiber was covered 
wirh Perfian carpets and cuihions. A i l round, flowers 
and green leaves were ftrewed upon the outer yard ; and 
thc windows and fides of the room ftuck full of ever
greens, in commemoratiou of the Chriftmas feftival that 
was at hand. M r . Bruce ftopped at the entrance of this 
room ; for his feet were both dirty and bloody, and 

-it is not good-breeding to (how or fpeak of your' 
feet in Abyflinia, efpecially i f any thing ails them, and, 
at all times, they are covered. Janni immediately per
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Wived the wounds that were upon his feet. Both their 
cloaths and flefh were torn to pieces at Taranta and fe
veral other places; but he thought they had come on 
mules furnilhed them by the Nay be. For the young 
man M r . Bruce had fent to him from Kella, following 
the genius of his countrymen, tho' telling uth w s ult 
as profitable to him as lying, had chofen the latter, and 
feeing the horfe he had got from t lx baharnagafli, had 
figured in his own imagination, a multitude of others, 
and told Janni that there were with M r . Bruce horfes, 
afles, and mules in great plenty ; f.> that \4hen janni faw 
them palling the water, he took our traveller for a fer-
vant.and expected, for federal minutes, to fee the fpkmdid 
company arrive, well mounted upjn horfes and mule* 
caprifoned. 

He was fo (hocked at M r . Bruce's faying, that he 
performed this terrible journey on foot, that he burlt 
into tears, uttering a thoufand reproaches a^amli the 
Naybe for hL hard—heartedne/s and ingratitude, as he 
had twice, as he faid, hindered Michael from going in 
perfon and fweeping the Naybe from the face of the earth. 
Water was immediately procured to walh their fieiT. 
And here began another contention; janni infilled upon 
doing this himfelf, which made M r . Truce run out into 
the yard, and declare he would not furfer if. Alter this, 
the like difputc took place among the fervants. It was 
always a ceremony in Abyffura, to wafh the feet of thofe 
that come from Cairo, and who are underltood to have 
been pilgrims at Jerufalem. 

Tins was no fooner finifneJ, than a great dinner was 
brought, exceedingly well dreifed. Rut no confideration 
or iritreaty could prevail upon their kind landlord to fit 
down and partake with them. He would (land all the 
time, with a clean towel in his hand, though he had 
plenty of fervants; and afterwards dined with fome vi-
(itors, wdio had come out of curiofity, to fee a man ar
rived from fo far. It was ldng before M r . Bruce cured 

\h:s kind landlord of thefe refpertful obfervances, which 
troubled him very much, nor could Janni wholly ever 
get rid of them. 

Adowa is the feat of a very valuable manufacture of 
foaife cotton cloth, which circulates all over Abyffinia 
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inftead of filver money; each web is fixtcen peek long* 
of 11 width, their value a pataka; that is, ten for the 
ounce of gold. The houfes in Adowa are all o f rough 
ftone, cemented with mud inilead of morter. That of 
lime is not ufed but at Gondar, where it is very bad. 
The roofs are in the form of cones, and thatched with 
a reedy fort of grafs, fomething thicker than wheat 
ftraw. Excepting a few fpots taken notice of as they 
came to Adowa, this was the only part of Tigre where 
there was foil fufficient to yield corn ; the whole of the 
province befides is one entire rock. 

A t Adowa, and ail the neighbourhood, they have 
three harvefts annually. The tirft feed time is in July 
and Auguft; it is the principal one for wheat, which 
they then low in the middle of the rains. In the fame 
feafon they fow tocuffo, teff, and barley. From the 
20th of November, they reap firft their barley, then 
their wheat, and laft of all their teff. In the room of 
thefe they fow immediately upon the fame ground, with
out any manure, barley, which they reap in February ; 
and then often fow teff, but more frequently a kind of 
veitch, or pea, called Shimbra; thefe are cut down 
before the firft rains, which are in A p r i l . W i t h a l l 
thefe advantages of triple harvefts, which coft no fallow
ing, weeding, manure, or other expenfive proceffes, 
the farmer in Abyflinia is always poor and miferable. 

The cattle roam at difcretion through the mountains. 
The Herdfmen fet fire to the grafs, bent, and brulhwood, 
before the rains, and an amazing verdure immediatly 
follows. As the mountains are very fteep and broken, 
goats are chiefly the flocks that graze upon them. It is 
not the extreme height of the mountains in Abyflinia 
that occafions furprife, but the number of them, and 
the extraordinary forms they prefent to the eye. Some 
of them are flat, thin, and fquare, in fhape of a hearth-
ftone, or flab, that fcarce would feem to have bafe fuf
ficient to refill the aclion of the winds. Some are like 
pyramids, others like obelifks or prifms, and fome, the 
moft extraordinary of all the reft, pyramids pitched 
upon their points, with their bafe uppermoft, which, 
i f it were poffible, as it is not, they ccoild have been fo 
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formed in the beginning, would be ftrong objections to 
our received ideas of gravity. 

On the 10th of January, 1770, M r . Bruce vifited the 
remains of the Jefuits convent of Eremona. It is built 
upon the even ridge of a very high h i l l , in the middle 
of a large plain, on the oppofite fide of which ftands A -
clowa. It rifes from the ealt to the weft, and ends in a 
precipice on the eaft ; it is alfo very fteep to the north, 
and llopes gently down to the plain on the fouth. The 
convent is about a mile in circumference, built fub-
ftantially with ftones, which are cemented with lime-
morter. It has towers in the flanks and angles; and, 
nct.vithftanding the ill-ufage it has fuffered, the walls 
remain ftill entire to the height of twenty-five feet. It 
is divided into three, by crufs walls of equal height. 
The firft divilion feems to have been deftined for the 
convent, the middle for the church, and the third divi-
fion is feparated from this by a wall , and ftands upon a 
a precipice. 

The kindnefs, hofpitality, and fatherly care of Janni 
never ceafed a moment. H e had already represented 
M r . Bruce in the moft favourable light to the Iteghe, or 
queen-mother, (wh fe fervant he had long been) to her 
daughter Ozoro Either, and Ozoro Atlafh ; and, above 
a l l , to Michael, with whom his influence was very 
great; and, indeed, to every body he had any weight 
with, his own countrymen, Greeks, Abyffinians, and 
Mahometans ; and, as they afterwards found, he had 
raifed their curiofity to a great pitch. 

O n thc 17th, our travellers.fet out from Adowa, re-
fuming their journey to Gondar; and, on the 18th, in 
the morning, they afcended one of thofe hills, through 
a very rough ftony road, and again came into the 
plain, wherein flood A x u m , once the capital of Abyf
finia. The ruins of Axum are very extenfive; but, 
like the cities of ancient times, conhft altogether of 
public buildings. In one fquare, which M r . Bruce ap
prehend to have been the center of the town, there are 
forty obelifks, none of which have any hieroglyphics 
upon them. 

Axum is watered by a fmall ftream, which flows all 
the year from a fountain in thc narrow valley, where 
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flanrl (he rows of obelifks. The fpring is received info 
a magnificent bafon of i co feet fquare, and thence it is 
carried, at pleafure, to water the neighbouring gardi rs, 
where there is little fiuit, excepting pomegranates, nei
ther arc thefe very excellent. The prefent town of A x 
um Hands at the foot of the h i l l , and may have about 
fix hundred houfes. There are feveral manufactures 
of coarfe cotton cloth ; and here too the beft parch
ment is made of goats (kins, which is the ordinary em
ployment of the monk.". On the r 9th of January, by a 
meridian altitude ofthe fun, and a mean of feveral alti
tudes of ftars by night, M r . Bruce found the latitude of 
Axum to be 1 4 ° 6' 3 6 " north. 

On the morning ofthe 2c th of January, M r . Bruce 
left Axum; the road was at firft fufnciently even, through 
fmall vallies and meadows ; they began to afcend gently, 
but through a read exceedingly difficult in itfelf, by 
reafon of large ftones Handing on edge, or heaped one 
upon another; apparently the remains of an old large 
caufeway, pa;t of the magnificent works about Axum. 

The laft parr of the journey made ample amends for 
the difficulties ar.d fatigue they had futfercd in the be
ginning. For the road, on every fide, was perfumed 
with variety of flowering fhrubs, chiefly different fpecies 
of Jeffamir.e; one in particular of thefe called Again, 
impregnated the whole air with the moft delicious o-
dour, and covered the fmall bills through which they 
paffed, in fach profufion, that they were, at times, al-
moft overcome with its fragrance. Thc country all 
round had now the moft beautiful appearance, and this 
was heightened by the fineft of weather, and a tempera
ture of air neither too hot nor too cold. 

Soon after our travellers had loft, fight ofthe ruins of 
this ancient capital of Abyffinia, they overtook three 
travellers driving a cow before them ; they had black 
goat fkins upon their fhoulders, and lances and shields 
in their hands, in other rcfuecus were but thinly cloath-
e 1 ; they appeared to be foldiers. The cow did not 
feem to be fitted for ki l l ing, and it occurred to our 
travellers that it had been Helen. This, however, was 
not their bufinefs, nor was fuch an occurrence at all re
markable in a country fo leng engaged in war. They 



r W that their attendants attached themfelves in a parti
cular manner to thc three foldiers who were driving the 
cow, and held a fhort converfation with them. Soon 
after, the drivers fuddenly tript up the cow, and gave the 
poor animal a very rude fall upon the ground, which 
was but the beginning of her fufferings. One o f them 
fat acrofs her neck, holding down her head by the 
horns, the other twilled thc halter about her forefeet, 
while the third, who had a knife in his hand, to M r . 
Bruce's very great furprife, in place of taking her by 
the throat, got aftride upon her belly before her hind-
legs, and gave a very deep wound in the upper part of 
her buttock. From the time M r . Bruce had feen them 
throw the beaft upon thc ground, he had rejoiced, 
thinking, that when three people were kill ing a cow, 
they muft have agreed to fell part o f her to them ; and 
he was much difappointed upon hearing the Abyffinians 
fay, that they were to pafs the river to the other fide, 
and not encamp where he intended. Upon M r . Bruce's 
propofing they fhould bargain for part of the cow, his 
men anfwered, what they had already learned in con
verfation, that they were not then to k i l l her, that flie 
was not wholly theirs, and they could not fell her. 
This awakened M r . Bruce's curiofity ; he let his people 
go forward, and flaid himfelf, t i l l he faw, with the 
utmoft aftonifhmcnt, two pieces, thicker and longer 
than our ordinary beef fleaks, cut out ofthe higher part 
of thc buttock of the beaft. H o w it was done be can
not po.'itively fay, becaufe judging the cow was to be 
killed from the moment he faw the knife drawn, he was 
not anxious to view that cataflrophe. which was by no 
means an object, of curiofity ; whatever way it was done, 
it finely was adroitly, and the two pieces were fpread 
upon the out fide of one of their fhields. 

One of them ftill continued holding thc head, while 
the other two were bufied in cuiing the wound. This 
too was done not in an ordinary manner; the fkin 
which had covered the flefh that was taken away was 
left entire, flanped over the wound, and was fdlened 
fo the correfponding part by two or more fmall f k e w e n 
or pins. Whether they had put any thing under the 
fkin between that and the wounded flcih, M r . Bruce can
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not te l l ; but at the river fide where they were, they had 
prepared a cataplafm of clay, with which they covered 
the wound; they then forced the animal to rife, and 
drove it on before them, to furnilh them with a fuller 
meal when they fhould meet their companions in the 
evening. 

M r . Bruce could not but admire a dinner fo truly 
foldier like, nor did he ever fee fo commodious a man
ner of carrying provifions along on the road as this was. 
H e naturally attributed this to ncceffity, and the love 
of expedition. It was a liberty, to be fure, taken with 
Chriftianity; but what tranfgreftion is not warranted to 
a foldier when diftroffed by his enemy in thc field? He 
could not as yet conceive that this was the ordinary 
banquet of citizens, and even of priefts, throughout all 
this country. In the hofpitable, humane houfe of Jan
ni , thefe living feafts had never appeared. It is true 
thev had feen raw meat, but no part of an animal torn 
from it with the blood. The firft fhocked them as un
common, but the other as impious. 

O n the 2 0 t h , they pitched rheir tent in a fmall plain, 
by the banks of a quick clear running ftream; the fpot 
is called M a i Shum. A peafant had made a very neat' 
little garden on both fides of the rivulet, in which he 
had fovvn abundance of onions and garlic, and he had 
a fpecies of pumkin, which M r . Bruce thought was little 
inferior to a melon. This man guelfcd by their arms 
and horfes that they were hunters, and he brought them 
a prefent of the fruits of his garden, and begged their 
alliftance againft a number of wild boars, which carried 
havoc and defolation through all his labours, marks of 
which w-ere, indeed, too vilible every where. Such in-
flances of induftry are very rare in this country, and de-
man led encouragement- M r . Bruce paid him, there
fore, for his greens; and fent two of his fervants with 
him into the wood, and got on horfeback himfelf. 
M i r z a , his horfe, indeed, as well as his mafter, had re
cruited greatly during their ftay at Adowa, under the 
hofpitable roof of their good friend Janni. 

Amongft them they killed five boars, all large ones, in 
the fpace of about two hours: one cf wdiich meafured fix 
feet nine inches; and, though he ran at an amazing fpeed 

near 



near two miles, fo a; to be with difficulty overtaken by 
the horfe, and was (buck through and through with two 
heavy lances loaded at the end with iron, no perfon dared 
to come near him on foot, and he defended himfelf above 
half an hour, t i l l , having no lances left, M r . Bruce flhct 
him with a horfe piitol. But the misfortune was, that 
after their hunting had been crowned with fuch fuccefs, 
they did not dare to partrtke of thc excellent venifon they 
had acquired; for the Abyffinians hold pork of all kinds 
in theutmoft dcteftation ; and our traveller was now be
come cautious, left he fhould give offence, being at no 
great diftance from the capital. 

In the courfe of their journey, M r . Bruce heard a cry 
from his fervants, 4 ' Robbers 1 Robbers!" He immedi
ately got upon his mule to learn what alarm this might 
be, and faw, to his great furprife, part of his baggage 
f hewed on the ground, the fervants running, fome lead
ing, others on toot driving fuch of their mules as were 
unloaded before them ; in a word, every thing in the 
greateft condition poffible* Having got to the edge of 
the wood, they laced about, and began to prepare their 
fire-arms; but as M r . Bruce faw thc king's two fervants, 
and the man that Janni fent with them endeavouring all 
they could to pitch the tent, he forbade them to lire, 
t i l l they fhould receive orders from him. M r . Bruce 
now rode immediately up to the tent, and in his way 
was fitlutcd from among thc bufhes with many (tones, 
one of which gave him a violent blow upon the foot. 
A t the fame inftant, he received another blow with a 
fmall unripe pumpkin, juft upon the belly, where he wa$ 
ftrongly defended by the coarfe cotton cloth wrapped fe
veral times about him by way of fain or girdle. As rob
bers fight with other arms than pumpkins, when M r . 
Bruce Yaw this fall at his feet, he was no longer under 
appichenfion. 

Notwithstanding this dif.igreeable reception, our tra
veller advanced towards them, crying out, they were 
friends, and Ras Michael's friends ; and defined only to 
fpeak to them, and he would give them wdiat they want
ed. A few ftones were the only anfwer, but they did no 
hurt. M r . Bruce then gave Yafine his gun, thinking 
that might have given offence. The top of the tent be-
in^ now up, two mem came forward making great com
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plaints, but of what be did not underftand, only that 
they feemed to accufe our travellers of having wronged 
them. In fhort, they found thc matter wasthis: one 
of the Moors had taken a heap of firaw which he was 
carrying to his afs, and thc proprietor, at feeing this, 
hr.d alarmed the village. Every body had taken lances 
and fhiclds ; but, not daring to approach for fear of the 
fire-arms, they had contented themfelves with l o w e r 
ing flones from their hiding-pbices, at a dillaricc from 
among the bu flics. Our travellers immediately told 
them, however, that though, as the ktrig's guett, they 
had a title to be furnifhed with what was nceifary, yet, 
i f they we re averfeto it, they were very well content to 
•pay for every thing they furnifhed, both for his men 
and beafts; but that they mint throw no ftones, other-
wife they fhould defend themfelves. 

The tent being now pitched, and everything in order, 
a treaty foon followed. They confencd to fell them 
whar they wanted, but at extravagant prices, which 
however, M r . Bruce was cement to comply with. 
But a man of the village, acquainted with one of the 
kind's fervants, had communicated to him, that the pre
tence of the Moor's taking the ftraw was not really the 
reafon of the uproar, for they made no ufe of it except 
to burn ; but that a report had been fpread abroad, that 
an action had happened between Falil and Ras Michael, 
i n which the latrer had been defeated, and the country 
no longer in fear of thc Ras, had indulged themfelves in 
their ufual exceifes, and, taking them for a caravan of 
Mahometans with merchandfe, had refolved to rob 
thein. 

O n thc 2 2 d , they arrived at the town of Sire, and 
pitched their tent in a ftrong fituation, in a very deep 
gulley on the weft extremity of the town. 

Sire, the province properly fo called, reaches from 
Axum to the Tacazze. The town of Sire is fituated on 
the brink of a very fteep, narrow valley, and through 
this the road lies, which is almoft impaffable. In the 
midfl of this valley runs a brook bordered with palm-
trees, fome of which are grown to a confiderable fize, 
but bear no fruit. The town is larger than that of A x -
am ; it is in form of a half-moon fronting the plain, but 
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its greateft. breadth is at the weft end ; all the houfes arc 
of clay, and thatched; the roofs are in form of cones 
as, indeed, are all in Abyflinia. Sire is famous for a 
manufacture of coarfe cotton cloths, which p-if s f o r c u r _ 
rent money through all the province of Tigre, and are 
valued at a drachm, the tenth part of a wakea of gold, 
or near the value of an imperial dollar each; their 
breadth is a yard and quarter. Befides thefe, beads, 
needles, cohol, and incenle at times only, are coniider
ed as money. The articles depend greatly on cha ce, 
which or whether any are current for the time or not; but 
the latter is often demanded ; and, for the firft, there are 
modes and falhions among thefe barbarians, and al l , ex
cept thofe of a certain colour and form, are ufclefs. 
Thefe people were not of a humour to buy and fell with 
them. They were not perfectly fa tistied that Michael 
was alive, and waited only a confirmation of the news 
of his defeat, to make their own terms with all (tranters 
unfortunate enough to fall into their hands. On the 
other hand, our travellers were in poifeflion of funerior 
force, and, knowing their inebbntions,tbev treated them 
pretty much in the manner they would l.a>-e done by 
them. M r . Bruce, on the 2 -id of January, determined 
the lati'ude of Sire to be 1 a, 0 4 ' n o r t h , :.nd its longi 
tude to be 38** o ' 1 j"eaft of thc meridian of Greenu ch. 

Although Sire is iituated in one ofthe lineft countries 
in the world, like orher places, it has its inconvcnicncie?. 
Putrid fevers, of the very worit kind, are almolt conftant 
here ; and there did then actually rei,;n a fpJ cies of thefe 
that d*Uy fwept away a numtxr « f people. 

A t Sire our travellers heard the good news that Ras 
Michael, on the 10th of this mouth, bad come up with 
Kali I at fagittrt, and entirely dilprrfld his armv, after 
ki l l ing 10000 men. This account, though not confirm
ed by anv authority, ftruck all the mutinou. <>f this pro
vince with awe j and every man returned to his duty for 
fear of incurring the difpleafure ol this lev ere governor, 
which they well knew would inthntly be followed by 
in >r-- than an adequate portion of vengeance, efpecially 
againft thofe that bad not accompanied him to the field. 

O n the 24th, they llruck their tent at Sire, and parted 
through a vail plain. A l l rhj day they could difcern no 
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mountains, as far as eye could reach, hut only fome few-
detached hills, Handing feparate on the plain, covered 
with high grafs, which they were then burning, to pro
duce new with the firft rains. The country to the north 
is altogether flat, and perfectly open; and though they 
could not difcover one village this dav, yet it feemed to 
be well-inhabited, from the many people they faw on 
different parts of the plain, fome at harveft, and f irae 
herding their cattle. 

O n the 26th our travellers met a deferter from Ras 
Michael's army, with his firelock upon his fhoulder, 
driving before him two miferable girls about ten years 
old, ftark-naked, and almoft famiihed to death, the part 
ofthe booty which had fallen to his fhare in laying wafte 
the country of Maitfha, after the battle. They afked 
him of the truth of this news, but he would give them no 
fatisfaction ; fometimes he faid there had been a battle, 
fometimes none. He apparently had Tome dillruft, drat 
one or other of the fatts, being allowed to be true, might 
determine them as to fome defign they might have upon 
him and his booty. H e had not, in their opinion, the 
air of a conqueror, but rather of a coward that had fneak-
cd away, and ftolen thefe two miferable wretches he bad 
with him. M r . Bruce afked where Michael was ? I f at 
Bure ? where, upon defeat of Fafil, he naturally would 
be. He faid, N o ; he was at Ibaba, the capital of Mai t 
fha; and this gave our travellers no light, it being the 
place he would go to before, while detachments of his 
army might be employed in burning and laying wafte 
the country of the enemy he had determined to ruin, ra
ther than return to it fome time after the battle. A t laft 
they were obliged to leave him. M r . Bruce gave him 
fome flour and tobacco, both which be took very thank
fully ; but further intelligence he would not give. 

O n the 30th our travellers encamped at Addergey, near 
a fmall rivulet called M a i - L u m i , the river of limes, or 
lemons, in a plain fcarce a mile fquare, furrounded on 
each fide with very tlvck wood in form of an amphithe
atre. Above this wood, are bare, rugged, and barren 
mountains. Midway in the cliff is a miferable village, 
that feems rather to hang than to ftand there, fcarce a 
yard of level ground being before it to hinder its inhabi
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tants from falling down the precipice. The wood is 
lu l l of lemons and w ild citrons, from which it acquires 
its name. Before the tent, to the weftward, was a very-
deep valley, which terminated this little plain in a tre
mendous precipice. 

The hyaenas this night devoured one of the befl of our 
travellers mules. They are here in great plenty, and fo 
are lions ; the roaring and grumbling ol the latter, in 
the part ofthe wood nearefl their tent, greatly diflurbed 
their beafts, and prevenred them from eating their pro
vender. M r . Bruce lengthened the fir ngs of his tent, and 
placed the beads between them. The white ropes, and 
the tremulous motion made by the impreflion of the wind, 
frightened the lions from coming near them. '1 h' y had 
procured from Janni two fmall brafs bells, fuch as the 
mules carry, and had tied thefe to the ftorm firings of the 
tent, where their noife, no doubt, greatly comributed 
to the fafety of their bcalfs, from thefe ravenous, yet 
cautious animrls, fo that they never faw them; but the 
nuifc they made, and, perhaps, their fmell, fo terrified 
the mules, that, in the morning, they were drenched in 
fweat, as i f they had been a long journey. The brutifb 
hyaena was not fo to be deterred. M r . Bruce fhot one of 
them dead on the night of the 31ft of January, and cn the 
zd of February, he fired at another fo near, that he was 
confident of k i l l ing him. Whether the balls had fallen 
out, or that he had really miffed him with the firft bar
rel, he knew not, but he gave a fnarland a kind of bark 
upon the firfl fhot, advancing directly upon him, as i f 
unhurt. The fecond fhot, however, took place, and 
laid him without motion on thc ground. Yafine and 
his men killed another with a pike ; and fuch was t':cir 
determined coolncfs, that they flalked round about our 
travellers wdth the familiarity of a dog, or feme other 
domeflic animal brought up with man. 

They .were ftill more incommoded by a fmaller animal, 
a large, black ant, little lefs than an inch long, which, 
coming out from under the ground, demolifhed their 
carpets, which they cut all into fhreds, and part of the 
lining of their tent likewife, and every bag or fack they 
could find. Their bite caufes a confutable inflamma
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tion, and thc pain is greater than that which aiifes from 
the bite of a fcorpum ; they are called gundan. 

The Sham, on the firft of February, fent his people to 
value, as he faid, their merchandife, that they might 
pay cuftom. Many ofthe Moors, in their caravan, had 
left them to go a near way to Hauza. M r . Bruce had 
at moft five or fixaffes, including thofe belonging to Y a -
fine. He humoured them fo lar as to open the cafes 
where weie thc telefcopes and quadrant, or, indeed, ra
ther fhewed them open, as they were not fhut from the 
obfervalion he had been making. 1 hey could only 
wonder at things they had never before feen. O n the 2 d 
of February the Shum came himfelf, and a violent alter
cation enfued. Fie infifted upon Michael's defeat: M r . 
Bruce told him the contrary news were true, and begged 
him, to beware left it fhould be told to the Ras upon his 
return that he had propogated fuch a falfehood. He 
told him alfo, that they had advice, that the Ras's fer
vants were now waiting for them at Lamalcn, and infift
ed upon his fiiffering them to depart. 

After much altercation with the Shum, on the 4 t h of 
February in the morning, they left Adde.-gcy. While 
employed in making ready for their departure, which 
was juft at the dawn of day, a hyaena, atileen by any of 

"them, fattened upon one of Yafine's alTes, and had al-
moft pulled his tail away. M r . Bruce was bulled at ga
thering the tent-pins into a fack, and had placed his 
mufket and bayonet ready againft a tree, as it is at that 
hour, and thc clofe of the evening, you are always to be 
on your guard againft banditti. A bey, who was fer-
vant to Yafine, faw the hyaena firft, and ftew to M r . 
Bruce's mufket. Yaftne was disjoining the poles ofthe 
tent, and, having one half c f thc Iargeft in his hand, 
he ran to the ailiftar.ee of his afs, and in that moment 
thc mufket went oft", luckily charged with only one 
ball , which gave Yafine a ficfh wound between the 
thumb and forehng-r of his left hand. The boy inflant-
ly threw down the mufket. which bad terrified the hyae
na, and made him let go the afs j but he ftood ready to 
fight Yafine, who, not amufing himfelf with the choice 
of weapons, gaw him fo rude A blow with the tent-pole 
Upon his head, that it felled him to-the ground ; others, 
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with pikes, put an end to his life. They were rhen 
obliged to turn their cares towards the wounded. V a 
line's wound was foon feen to be a trifle ; befides, he was 
a man not eafily alarmed on fuch occafions. But the 
poor afs was not fo eafily comforted. The flump remain
ed, the tail hanging by a piece of it, which they were 
obliged to cut off. The next operation was actual caute
r y ; but, as thev had made no bread for break fait, their 
fire had been early out. They therefore were obliged 
to tie the flump round with whip cord, t i l l they could 
get fire enough to heat an iron. 

What furficiently marked the voracity of thefe beafls, 
the hyaenas, was, that the bodies of their dead compa
nions, which our travellers hauled a long war from them, 
and left there, were almoit entire! v eaten by thc furvi-
vors, the next morning: and M r . Bruce then obferved, 
for the firlt time, that the hyrena of this country was a dif
ferent fpecies from thofe he had feen in Europe, which 
had been brought from Afia or America. 

On the^th of February, they continued their journey 
along the fide of a h i l l , through thick wood and high 
grafs; then defcended into a ltecp, narrow valley, the 
fides of whieh had been fhaded with high trees, but in 
burning thc grafs the trees were coufumed likewife; and 
the (hoots from the roots were fome of them above eight 
feet high fince the tree had thus fuffercd that fame 
year. 

On the 8th, in the morning, they began afeending 
Lamalmon, through a very narrow road, or rather path, 
for it fearceiy was two feet wide any where, ft was a 
fpiral winding Up the fide of the mountain, always on 
the very brink of a precipice. Torrents of water, which 
in winter carry prodigious Hones down the fide of this 
mountain, had divided this path into feveral places, and 
opened to our travellers a view of that dreadlul abyfs be-
l^w, which few heads can bear to look down upon. 
They were here obliged to unload their baggage, and, by 
flow degrees, crawl up a hi!U earning them little by l i t 
tle upon their (boulders round thefe chafins, where the 
road was interfered. The mountains grow deeper, the 
paths narrower, and the breaches more frequent as they 
afcended. Scarce were their mules, though unloaded, 
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able to fcramble up, but were perpetually falling • and, 
to increafe their difficulties, which, in fuch cafes, feldom 
come finglc, a large number of cattle was defcending, 
and feemed to threaten to pufh them all into the gulf 
below. After two hours of conftant toil, at nine o'clock 
they alighted in a fmall plain called Kedus, or St M i 
chael, from a church and village of that name, neither 
beaft nor man being able to go a flep further. 

The plain of St Michael, where they now were, is at 
the foot of a fteep cliff which terminates the weft fide of 
Lamalmon. It is here perpendicular like a wall , and a 
few trees only upon the top of the cliff. Over this pre
cipice flow two ftreams of water, which never are dry, 
but run in all feafons. They fall into a wood at thc bot
tom of this cliff, and prefcrve it in continual verdure all 
the year, though tlf. plain itfelf. below is all rent in 
ihafms, and cracked by the heat ofthe fun. Thefe two 
ftreams form a confidcrable rivulet in the plain of St 
Michael, and are a great relief both to men and cattle 
in this tedious and difficult pnfthge over the mountain. 

The air of Lamalmon is pleafant and temperate. They 
here found their appetite return, with a chearfulnefs, 
lightnefs of fpirits, and agility of body, which indicat
ed that their nerves had again refumed their wonted tone, 
which they had loft in the low, poifenous, and fultry 
air on thc coaft of the Red Sea. The fun here is indeed 
hot, but in the morning a cool breeze never fails, which 
increafes as the fun rifes high. In the fhade it is always 
cool. 

Lamalmon, is the pafs through which the road of 
all caravans to Gondar lies. It is here they take an 
account of all baggage and merchandife, which they 
tranfmit to the Negade Ras, or chief officer of the cuf-
toms at Gondar, by a man whom they fend to accom
pany the caravan. There is alfo a prefent, or awide, 
due to the private proprietor of the ground; and this is 
levied with great rigour and violence, and, for the moft 
part, with injuftice; fo that this llation, which, by the 
eftablifhmerit of. the cuftomhoufe, and nearnefs to the 
capital, fhould be in a particular manner attended to by 
government, is always the place-where the firft robbe
ries and murders are committed in unfettled times. 

Though 



Though our travellers had nothing with them which could 
be coniidered as fubject to duty, they-fubmitted every thing 
to the wi l l of the robber of the place, and gave him his 
prefent. I f he was not fatisfied, he feemed to be fo, 
which was all they wanted. 

They had obtained leave to depart early in the morn
ing of the 9th, but it was with great regret they were 
obliged to abandon their Mahometan friends into hands 
that feemed difpofed to fhew them no favour. The 
king was in Maitlha, or Damot, that is to fay, far from 
Condar, and various reports were fpread abroad about 
the fucccfs of the campaign. Thefe people only waited 
tor an unfavourable event to make a pretence for robbing 
travellers of every thing they had. The pcrfons whofe 
f ight it was to levy thefe contributions were two, a fa
ther and fon ; the old man was dreifed very decently, 
fpoke little, but fmoothly, and had a very good carriage. 
H e profeffed a violent hatred to all Mahometans, on 
account of their religion, a fentiment which feemed to 
promife nothing favourable to their friend Yafine and 
his companions; but, in the evening, the fon, who feem
ed to be the active man, came to their tent, and brought 
them a quantity of bread and bouza, which his father 
had ordered before. Hefeemed to be much taken with our 
traveller's lire-arms, and was very inquifitive about them. 
M r . Bruce gave hiin eycrv fort of fatisfaction, and, little 
by little, fa-.v he might won his heart entirely ; which he 
very much wifhed to do, that he might free his compa
nions from bondage. s 

The young man, it feems^ was a good foldier; 
and, having been in feveral actions under Ras M i 
chael, as fufileer, he brought his gun, and infilted on 
fhooting at marks. M r . Bruce humoured him in this ; 
but as he ufed a rifle which he did not underftand, he 
found himfelf overmatched, efpecially by the greatnefs 
o f the range, for he {hot flraight enough. H e then 
fliewed him thc manner they fhot flyiny, there being 
quails in abundance, and wild pigeons, of which he 
killed feveral on wing, which left him in the utmoft afto-
niihment. Having got on horfeback, M r . Bruce next 
went through thc excrcife of the Arabs, with a long 
fpcar and a fhort javelin. This was more within his 
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comprehenfion, as he had feen femtfhing like i t ; 
'but .he was wonderfully taken with the fierce and fiery 
appearance of his horfe, and, at thc fanie time, with 
his docility, the form of his faddle, bridle, and ac
coutrements. He threw at laft the fandafs off his feet, 
twilled his upper garment into his girdle, and fet 
off at fo furious a rate, that M r . Bruce could not 
help doubting whether he was in his fober underftand-
ing. It was not leng t ; l l he came back, and with him 
a man fcrvant carrying a fheep and a goat, and a woman 
carrying a jar of honey-wine. M r . Bruce had not yet 
quitted the horfe; and when he faw what his inten
tion was, he put Mirza to a gallop, and, with one 
of the barrels of the gun, (hot a pigeon, and imme
diately fired the odver into the ground. There was nothing 
after this that could have unprized him, and it was re
peated feveral times at his defire; after-which he went 
"into the tent, where he invited himfelf ro M r . Bruce's 
houfe at Gor.dar. There he was to teach him every thing 
he had feen. They now fwore perpetual friendfhip ; 
and a horn or two of hydroincl being emptied, M r . 
Bruce introduced the cafe of his fellow-travellers, and 
obtained a promife that they fhculd have leave to 'fet 
out together. He would, moreover, take no awide, 
and faid he would be favourable in his report to ' 
Gondar. 

Matters were fo far advanced, when a fervant of M i 
chael's arrived, fent by Petro's, Janni's brother, who 
had obtained him from Ozoro Efther. This put an end. 
to all their d fficultes. ' Our young foldier alfo kept his 
word, and a mere trifle of awide was given, rather by the 
Moor's own defire than from demand, and the report of 
the baggage, and dues thereon, were as low as could be 
wifhed. News was now brought them, that Ras Michael 
had actually beaten Fafil, forced him to retire to the 
other fide ofthe Ni le , and was then in Maitfha, where it 
was thought he would remain with the army all the rainy 
feafon. This was ji ft what M r . Bruce coald have wifh
ed, as it brought him at once to the neighbourhood of 
the fcurces of the N i l e , without the fmalieft fhadow of 
fear or danger. 



O n the Qih of February, they took leave ofthe friends 
they had fo newly ..cquired at Lamalmon- T l v y began 
to afcend what ftill remained of the mountain, v bich 
though flcep and full of bufhes, war. much lefs difficult 
than that which they had paffed. At a quarter paft Icvcn 
they arrived at the top of Lamalmon, which has frcm 
below, the appearance of being (harp-pointed. O n the 
contrary, they were much fmrprifed to find there a large 
plain, part in pafture, but more bearing grain, h i s full 
offprings.and feems to be the great refcivoir from whence 
arifc moft of the rivers that water thus pari ( f t " Abyflinia. 
A multitude of flreams blue from the very fummit in all 
directions; the fprings boil out from the eaith in lar^e 
quantities, capable ot turning a m 11. They plow, fow, 
and reap here at all fcafons ; and thc hufbartdman muft 
blame his own indolence, and not the foil, i f he has not. 
three harvefts. They faw, in one place, people bufy 
culling down wheat ; immediately next to it, others at. 
the plough ; and the adjoining field had green corn in 
the ear ; a little fun her, it was not an inch above ihe 
ground. 

•The mountain is every where fo fteep and high, that 
it is not enough to fay againft the w i l l , but without the 
aififlancc ot thofe above, no one from below can venture 
to afcend. On the top is a large plain, affording plenty 
of pafture, as well as room for plowing and fov.ing for. 
the maintenance ofthe army ; r.nd there is water, at all 
fcafons, in great plenty, and even fifh in the ftreams. 
upon i t ; fo that, although the inhabitants of the moun
tain had been often befieged for a conliderable time to
gether, they fullered little inconvenience from it, nor 
ever were taken unlefs by treafon ; except by Chriftopher 
dc Gama and his Portugucfe, who are laid, by their own 
hiflorians, to have (termed this rock, and put the Maho
metan garrifon to the fword. N o mention of this 
honourable conqueft is made in the am els of Ah) l l in ia , 
though they give thc hiftory of this campaign of Don 
Chriftopher in the life of Claudius, or Aizcnaf Se
gued. 

O n the 10th, in the morning, they continued along 
the pi ain on the top of Lamalmon ; and, afier having 
fuffcied, with infinite patience and perfcveran.ee, the 
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hardfhips and danger of this long and painful journey, 
at forty minutes paft ten they were gratified, at laft, with 
the fight of Gondar, and in the courfe of the next day ar
rived there. 

Abba Salama, of whom we fhall hereafter have occa-
fjon to fpeak, at that time filled the poftof Acab Saat, or 
guardian cf the fre. It is the third dignity of the church, 
and he is the firft religious officer in thc palace. H e 
had a very large revenue, and ftill a greater influence. 
He was a man exceedingly r ich, and of the very worft 
life poffible ; though he had taken the vows of poverty 
and chaftity, it was faid he had at that time above 
feventy miftreffes in Gondar. H i s way of feducing wo
men was as extraordinary as the number feduced. I t 
was not by gifts, attendance, or flattery, the ufual means 
employed on fuch occafions; when he had fixed his de-
iires upon a woman, he forced her to comply, under pain 
of excommunication. He was exceedingly eloquent and 
bold, was a man o f a pleafing countenance, fhort, and 
of a very fair complexion ; indifferent, or rather averfe to 
wine, but a monftrous glutton ; nice in what he had to 
eat, to a degree fearceiy before known in Abyflinia ; 
a mortal enemy to all white people, whom he clalfed un
der the name of Franks, for which the Greeks, uniting 
their interefts at favourable times, had often very nearly 
overfet him. 

The next morning, about ten o'clock, M r . Bruce, 
dreffed in his Moonfh drefs, went to Ayto Ay lo , and 
found him with feveral great plates of bread, melted 
butter, and honey, before him, of one of which he and 
our traveller ate ; the reft were given to the Moors, and 
other people prefent. There was with him a prieft of 
Kofcam, and they all fet out for that palace as foon as 
they had finifhed breakfaft. They paffed the brook of 
St Raphael, a fuburb of Gondar, where is the houfe of 
the Abuna; and upon coming in fight of the palace of 
Kofcam, they all uncovered their heads, and rode flowly. 
A s Ay lo was all-powerful with the Iteghe, indeed her 
firft counfellor and friend, their admittance was eafy and 
immediate. They alighted, and were fhewn into a low 
room in the palace. A y t o A y l o went immediately to 
the Iteghe, or queen, to inquire about Welled Flawaryat, 
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who was then i l l , and his audience laftcd two long hours. 
H e returned to them with the news, that Welled 
Hawaryat was much better, by a medicine a faint 
from Waldubba bad given him, which coniifted in fome 
chaiacters, written with common ink upon a tin plate, 
which characters were warned off by a medical liquor, 
and then given him to drink. It was agreed, however, 
that the complaint was the fmall pox, and the good it had 
done him was, he a?e heartily of triad, or raw beef, after 
i t , though he had not ate belbre fince his arrival, but called 
perpetually for drink. 

M r . Bruce, before he entered on his charge of phyii
cian, ftated to thofe prefent in the palace, the dif-
agrseable talk now impofed upon him, a ftranger with
out acquaintance or prelection, having the language but 
imperfectly, and without power or controul among them, 
Heprofeffed his intention of doing his utmoft, although 
the difeafe was much more ferious and fatal in this 
country than in his own; but he infilled one condition 
fhould be granted him, which was, that no directions as 
to regimen or management, even of the molt trifling 
k i n d , as they might think, fhould be fuffered, without 
his permiffion and fuperintendence, otherwife hie wafhed 
his bands of the confequerrce. • 

Th i s being alfented to by all prefent, M r . Bruce fet 
thc fervants to work. There were apartments enough. 
He opened all the doors and windows, fumigating them 
with incenfe and myrrh in abundance, and wafhed them 
with warm water and vinegar. The common and fatal 
regimen in this country, and in moft parts in the eafl, 
has been to keep their patient from feeling the fmallcft 
breath of air ; hot drink, a fire, and a quantity of cover
ing arc added in Abyffinia, and the doors fliut fo clofe as 
even to keep the room in darknefs, whilft this heat is 
further augmented by the conftant burning of can
dles. 

Ayabdar, Ozoro Altafh's remaining daughter, and the 
fon of Mariam Barca, were both taken i l l at the fame 
t ime, and happily recovered. A daughter of Kai'mnti 
Boro, by a daughter of Kafmati Efhtes, died, and her 
mother, though flic furvived, was a long time i l l after
wards. Ayabdar was very much marked, fo was Mariam 
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Barea's fori. A t this time, Ayto Confu, fon of Kafrnati 
Netchc by Ozoro Either, had arrived from Tcherkin, a 
lad of very great hopes, though not then fourteen. He 
came to fee his mother without my knowledge or her's, 
and was infected iikew ife. I aft of all the infant child 
of Michael, the child of his old age, took the difeafe 
and though the weakeft of all the children, recovered 
left. 

The patients, being all likely to do well , were re
moved to a large houfe of Kafmati Efhte, which ftood 
ftill within the boundaries of Kofcam, while the rooms 
underwent another luftration and fumigation, after which 
they all returned; and M r . Bruce got, as his fee, a pre
fent of the neat and convenient houfe formerly belonging 
to Bafha Enfebius, which had a feparare entry, without 
going through the palace. 

On the loth of March, the army marched into the 
town in triumph, and the Ras at the head of the troops 
cf Tigre. He was bareheaded ; over his fhoulders, and 
down to his back, hung a pallium, or cloak, of black 
velvet, with a filver fringe. A boy, by his tight i l i r -
rup, held a l i lvtr wand of about five feet and a half long, 
much like the flaves of our great officers at court. Be
hind him ail the foldiers, who had flain an enemy and 
taken the fpoils from them, had their lances and firelocks 
ornamented with fmall fnreds of fcarlet cloth, one piece 
for every man he had flain. Remarkable among all this 
multitude was Hagos, door-keeper of the Ras. This 
man, always well-armed and well-mounted, had fol
lowed the wars ofthe Ras from his infancy, and had been 
fo fcrtunate in this kind of iingle combat, that his 
whole lance and javelin, horfe and perfon, were covered 
over with the hbreds of fcarlet cloth. A t this laft bat
tle of Fagitta, Hagos is faid to have flain eleven men 
with his own hand. Indeed there is nothing more 
fallacious than judging of a man's courage by thefe 
marks of conqueits. A good horfeman, armed'with a 
coat of mall, upon a ftrong, well-fed, well-win ted 
horfe, may, after a defeat, k i l l as many of thefe wretch
ed, weary, naked fugitives, as he pleafcs, confining 
himfelf to t.iofc thai are weakly, mounted upon tired 
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horfes, and covered only with goat's-fkins, or that are 
flying on foot. 

One thing remarkable in this cavalcade, which M r . 
Bruce obferved, was the head-drefs of the governors of 
provinces. A large broad fillet was bound upon their 
forehead, and tied behind their head. In the middle of 
tdiis was a horn-, or a conical piece of fiber, gilt, about 
four inches long, much in the fhape of our common can
dle extinguilhers. This is called kin:, cr horn; and is-
only worn in reviews or parades a'ter victory. This 
M r . Bruce apprehends, like ail other c f their ufages, is 
taken from the Hebrews, and the feveral allufions made 
in fcripture to it arife from this practice : — l i I faid uato 
fools, deal not foolifhly; and to the wicked, lift not 
up the horn."—" Lif t not up your horn on high; fpeak 
not with a ftiff neck."—" but my horn fhalt thou exalt 
like the horn of an unicorn"—" And the horn of the 
righteous fhall be exalted with honour." And fo in many 
other places throughout the Pfalms. 

Next to thefe came the king, with a fillet of white 
rouflin about three inches broad, binding his forehead, 
tied with a large double knot behind, and hanging down 
about two feet on his back. About him were the great 
officers of flare, fuch ofthe young nobility as were with
out command ; and a'ter thefe, thc houfehokf troops. 
Then followed the Kanitz Kitzera, or executioner of the 
camp, and his attendants; and, laft of a l l , amidft the 
King's and the Ras's baggage, came a man bearing 
the ftgffed fkin of the unfortunate Woofheka upon a 
pole, which he hung upon a branch of the tree be
fore the king's palace appropriated for public execu
tions. 

It was now the 13th of March, and M r . Bruce had 
gone every day once to fee the children at Kofcam; at 
all which times he had been received with the greateft 
cordiality and marks of kindnefs by the Iteghe, and or-
deis given for his free admittance upon all occafions like 
an officer of her houfchold. 

About the 14th, M r . Bruce was informed, that all 
his recommendatory letters were to be read. He ex
pected at the ordinary hour, about five in the afternoon, 
to be fent for, and had rode out to Kofcam with Ayto 
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Heikel , the queen's chamberlain, to fee die child, who 
was pretty well recovered of all its complaints, but very 
weak. In the interim^ M r . Bruce was fent for to the 
Ras, with orders to clifpatch a man with the Icing's 
prefent, to wait for him at the palace, whither he was 
to go after leaving Michael. Five in the evening was 
fixed as the hour. M r . Bruce came a little before the 
time, and met Ayto A y l o at the door. He fqueezed him 
by the hand, and faid, " Refttfe nothing, it can be all 
altered afterwards ; but it is very ncceffary, on account 
of the priefts and the populace, ycu fhould have a place 
of fome authority, otherwife you w i l l be robbed and 
murdered the firft time you go half a mile from home : 
fifty people have told me, you have chefts filled with 
gold, and that you can make gold, or bring what quan
tity you pleafe from the Indies; and the reafon of all 
this is, becaufe you refufed the queen and Ozoro Eft-
her's offer of gold at Kofcam, and which you muft never 
do again." 

O u * travellers went in and faw the Ras, who was an 
old man, fitting upon a fufa; his white hair was dreffed 
in many fhort curls. He appeared to be thoughtful, but 
not difpleafed ; his face was lean, his eyes quick and 
vivid, but feemed to be a little fore from expofure to the 
weather. He feemed to be about fix feet high, though 
his lamenefs made it difficult to guefs with accuracy. 
H i s air was perfectly free from conftraint, what the 
French call degagee. They muft have been bad phyfiog-. 
nomifts that did not difcern his capacity and underftand-
ing by his very countenance. Every look conveyed a 
fentiment wdth i t : he feemed to have no occafion for 
other language, and indeed he fpoke little. M r . Bruce 
offered, as ufual, to kifs the ground before him ; and 
of this he feemed to take little notice, itretchino- out 
his hand, and fhaking M r . Bruce's upon his rifing. 

M r . Bruce fat down with A y l o , three or four of the 
judges, Heikel the queen's chamberlain, and others, 
who whifpered fomething in his ear, and went out; 
which interruption prevented M r . Bruce frpm fpeaking 
as he was prepared to do, or give him his prefent, which 
a man held behind him. The Ras began gravely, " Y a -
goube, I think that is your name, hear what I fay to you, 
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and mark what I recommend to you. Y o u are a man 
I am told, who make it your bufmefs to wander in the 
fields in fearch after trees and grafs in folitary places, and 
to fit up all night alone looking at theftars ofthe hea
vens . Other countries are not like this, though this mm 
never fo bad as it is now. Thefe wretches here arc ene
mies to flrangers ; i f they faw you alone in your own 
parlour, their firft thought would be how to murder 
you ; though they knew they were to get nothing by ir, 
they would murder you for mere mifchief.* " Thc .de
v i l is ftrong in them," fays a voice from a corner of the 
room, which appeared to be that of a prieft. '^There
fore, (fays the Ras,) after a long converfation with your 
friend A y l o , whofe advice I hear you happily take, as 
indeed we all do, 1 have thought that fituation heft which 
leaves you at liberty to follow your own defigns, at the 
fame time that it puts your perfon in fafety ; that you 
w i l l not be troubled with monks about their religious 
matters, or in danger from thefe rafcals that may feek to 
murder you for money." 

" What are the monks ?" faid the fame voice from 
the corner ; ** the monks wi l l never meddle with fuch a 
man as this."— < c Therefore thc king, (continued the Ras, 
without taking any notice of the interruption) has ap
pointed you Baalomaal, and to command the Kocob 
horfe, which I thought to have given to Francis, an old 
foldier o f mine ; but he is poor, and we wil l provide for 
him better, for thefe appointments have honour, but 
little profit." " Sir, (fa;.d frauds, who was in prefence, 
but behind,) it is in much more honourable hands than 
either mine or the Armenian's, or any other white man's, 
fince the days of Hatze Menas,' and fo I told the k ing 
to-day." " Very well, Francis, (fays the Ras) it becomes 
a foldier to fpeak the truth, whether it makes for or 
againft himfelf. G o then to the king, and kifs the 
ground upon your appointment. I fee you have already 
learned this ceremony of our's ; A y l o and Heikel are 
very proper perfons to go with you. The king expref-
fed his furprife to me laft night he had not feen y o u ; 
and there too is Tecla Mariam, the king's fecretary, who 
came with your appointment from the palace to-day." 
The man in the corner whom M r . Bruce took for » 
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prieft, was this Tecla Mariam, a fcribe. M r . Bruce 
then gave him a prefent, after which he foon reired. 

M r . Bruce went afterwards to the king's paiace, and 
met A>lo, and Heikel at the door of the prefence-cham-
ber. Tecla Mariam walked before them to the foot of 
the throne; after which M r . Bruce advanced and prof-
trated himfelf upon the ground. " I have brought you 
a fervant, (fays he to the king,) from fo diftant a coun
try, that i f you ever let him efcape, we fhall never be 
able to follow him, or know where to feck h im." T o 
this the king made no reply, nor did he fhew any altera
tion of countenance. Five people were (landing on 
each iide of the throne, all young men, three on his left, 
and two on his right. One of thefe, the fon of Tecla 
Mariam, (afterwards M r . Bruce's great friend) who flood 
nppermoft on the left hand, came up, and taking hold 
of him by the hand, placed him immediately above him ; 
when feeing M r . Bruce had no knife in his girdle, he 
pulled out his own and gave it to him. Upon being 
placed, M r . Bruce again kilted the ground. 

The king was in an alcove; the reft went out of fight 
from where the throne was, and fat down. The ulual 
queftions were now put to M r . Bruce about Jerufalem 
and the holy places—where his country was ? which it 
was impolfible to defcribe, as they knew the fituation of 
no country but their own—why he came fo far?—whe
ther the moon and the ftars, but efpecially the moon, 
was the fame in his country as in theirs ? and a great 
many fuch idle and tirefome queftions. He had feveral 
times offered to take his prefent from the man who held 
it , that he might offer it to his Majefty and go away; 
but the king always made a fign to put it off, t i l l , being 
tired to death with Handing, he leaned againft the wall . 
M r . Bruce was absolutely in difpair, and fearceiy able 
to fpeak a word, inwardly mourning, the hardnefs of his 
lot in this his firft preferment, and fincerely praying it 
might be his laft promotion in that court. However, 
he was at laft permitted to retire. 

M r . Bruce next proceeds to give the geographical d i -
vifion of Abyflinia into provinces. A t Mafuah, that is, 
« i the coaft of the Red Sea, begins an imaginary divi-

f i o n 



fion of Abyffinia info two, which is rather a divifion 
of language than ftrictly to be underflood as territo
rial . The firft divifion is called Tigre, betiveenthe Red 
Sea and the liver Tacazze. Between that river and the 
Mile , weftward, where it bounds the Galla, it h, called 
Ambara. But whatever convenience there may he from 
this divifion, there is neither geog'aphical nor hiftorical 
precifion in it, fur there are many little provinces includ
ed in the firft that do not belong to Tigre" ; and, in the 
fecond divifion, which is Amhara, that which gives the 
name, is but a very fmall part of it. 

Mafuah, in ancient times, was one of the principal 
places of refidence of the Baharnagafh', who, when he 
was not there himfelf, conftantly left his deputy or lieu
tenant. In fummer he refided for feveral months in 
the ifland of Dahalac, then accounted p u t of his terri
tory. He was, after the King and Betwudet, theperfca 
of the greateft confideration in .the kingdom, and was i n 
verted with fendick and nagareet. the kettle-drum and 
colours, marks of luprerae command. 

Tig ie is tiie ri 'xt province in Abyifinia, as well for 
grcatnefs as riches, power, and dignity, and 'neareft 
Mafuah. It is bounded by the territory ofthe Baharna-
galh, that is, by the river Mareb on the eall, and the 
Tacazze upon the weft. It is about one hundred and 
twenty miles broad from E . to W. and two hundred from 
IS. to S. This is its prefent fituation. '1 he hand of 
ufurping power has abuhlhed ail diiiinction on the weft-
fide of the Taca/.ze ; betides, manv large governments, 
fuch as Enderta and Ar.talow, and great part of the 
Bahatnagafh, were fwallowcd up in this province to the 
eaft. Vvhbt, in a rpecia] manner, makes the rich s of 
'1 igrc, is, that it lies net reft thc market, which is Ara
bia ; and all the mcrchandife deiiined to crofs the Red 
Sea mult pafs through this province, fo that the gover-' 
nor has the choice' of all commodities wherewith to 
make his market. The Itrongcft male, the moft beauti
ful female Haves, the pureft gold, the largeft teeth of 
ivory, all muft pafs through his hands. Fire-ar.hs, 
moreover, which for many years have decided who is 
the moft powerful in Abyifinia, all thefe come from A -
rabia, and not one can be purchafed without his know-



ing to whom it goes, and after his having had the firft 
rcfufal of it. 

Sire, a province about twenty-five miles broad, and 
not much more in length, is reckoned as part of Tigre 
alfo, but this is not a new ufurpation. It loft the rank 
of a province, and was united to Tigre for the mifbe-
haviour of its governor Kafmati Claudius, in an expe
dition againft the Shangalla in the reign of Yafous the 
Great. 

After pafling the Tacazze, the boundary between 
Sire and Samen, we come to that mountainous province 
called by thc laft name. A large chain of rugged 
mountains, where is the Jews Rock, reaches from the 
fouth o f Tigre down near to Waldubba, the low, hot 
country that bounds Abyflinia on the north. 

O n the N . E . of Tigre lies the province of Begemder. 
It borders upon Angot, whofe governor is called Angot 
Ras ; but the whole province now, excepting a few v i l 
lages, is conquered by the Galla. It has Amhara, 
which runs parallel to i t , on the fouth, and is feparated 
from i t by the river Bafliilo. Both thefe provinces are 
bounded by the river N i l e on the weft. Begemder is 
about 1 80 miles in its greateft length, and 6 0 in breadth, 
comprehending Lafta, a mountainous province, fome
times depending on Begemder, but often in rebellion. 

Begemder is the ftrcngth of Abyflinia in horfemen. 
It is faid, that, with Lafla, it can bring out 45 , 0 0 0 
men; but this, as far as ever M r . Bruce could inform 
himfelf, is a great exaggeration. Theyare exceeding 
good foldiers when they are pleafed with their general, 
and the caufe for which they fight; otherwife, they are 
eafily divided, great many private interefts being conti
nually kept alive, as it is thought induftrioufly, by 
goverment itfelf. It is well flocked with cattle of every 
kind, all very beautiful. The mountains are full of iron-
mines ; they are not fo fteep and rocky, nor fo frequent, 
as in other provinces, i f we except only Lafta, and a-
bound in all fortx>f wild fowl and game. 

Amhara is the next province, between the two rivers 
Bafhilo and Gelhen. The length of this country from 
E. to W . is about 120 miles, and its breadth fomething 
more than 4 0 , It is a very mountainous country, full 
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of nobility ; the men are reckoned the handfomeft in A -
byffmia, as well as the braved. 

Between the two rivers Gelhen and Samba, is a low, 
nnwholefome, though fertile province, called Walaka • 
and fouthward of that is Upper Shoa. This province, 
or kingdom, was famous for the retreat it gave t_> the 
only remaining prince of the houfe of Solomon, who fled 
from the mallacre of his brethren by Judith, about the 
year 9 0 0 , upon the rock of Damo. Here the royal family 
remained in fecurity, and increafed in number, for near 
4 0 0 years, t i l l they were reftored. 

Gojam, from north-eaft to fouth-eaft, is about 80 
miles in length, and 4 0 in breadth. It is a very flat 
country, and all in pafture ; has few mountains, but thefe 
are very high ones, and are chiefly on the banks of the 
Mile , to the fouth, which river furrounds the province. 

On the fouth-eaft of the kingdom of Gojam is Da-
mot. It is bounded by the Temci on thc eaft, by the G u l t 
on the wel l , by thc K i l e on the fouth, and by the high 
mountains of Amid Amid on the north. It is about 4 0 
miles in length from north to fouth, and fomething more 
than 20 in breadth from eaft to weft. 

O n the other fide of Amid Amid is the province o f 
Agows, bounded by thofe mountains on the eaft j by Bu-
re and Umbarma, and the country of the Gongas, on the 
weft ; by Damot and Gafat upon the fouth, and Dinglc-
ber on the north. 

South from Dembea is Kuara, a very mountanous 
province confining upon the Pagan blacks, or Shangalla, 
called Gongas and Cuba, the Macrobi of the ancients.— 
It is a very unwholefome province, but abounding in 

fold, not of its own produce, but that of its neighbour-
ood, thefe Pagans—Guba, Nuba, and Shangalla. 

Nara, .-md Ras el Feel, Tchelga, and on to Tcher
k in , is a frontier wholly inhabited by Mahometans. Its 
government is generally given to a ftranger, often to a 
Mahometan, but one of that faith is always deputy-
governor. The ufe of keeping troops here is to defend 
the friendly Arab:, and Shepherds, who remain in their al
legiance to Abyflinia, from the refentment of the Arabs 
of Sennaar, their neighbours; and, by means of thefe 
friendly Arabs and Shepherds, fecure a conftant fupply 

of 



of horfes for thc king's troops. It is a barren ftnpe of 
a very hot, unwholefome country, full of thick woods, 
and fit onlv for hunting. The inhabitants, fugitives 
from all nations, arechiefty Mahometans, but verr bold 
and expert horfemen, ufing no other weapon but the 
broad fword, with which they attack the elephants and 
rhinoceros. There are many other fmall provinces 
which occafionally are annexed, and fometimes are fepa-
rated. 

The crown of Abyffinia is hereditary, and has always 
been fo, in one particular family, fa] poled to be that of 
Solomon by the queen of Saba, Negafta Azab, or queen 
of the fouth. It is neverthclels elective in this line ; and 
there is no law of the land, nor cuftom, which gives the 
eldeft fon an exclufive title to fucceed to his father. 1 he 
practice has indeed been quite the contrary. When, at the 
death of a king, his fons are old enough to govern, and, 
by fome accident, not vet lent p rifoners to the mountain, 
then the eldeft, or he that is next, and not confined, ge-
ra'ly takes pofieftion of the throne by the ftrength of his 
father's friends ; but i f no heir is then in the low country, 
the choice of the king is always according to the wi l l of 
the minifter, which panes for that of the people; and 
his inclination and intereft being to govern, he never 
fails tJ choofe an infant whom he afterwards directs, rul
ing the kingdom abfolutelyduring the minority, which 
generally exhaufts, or is equal to the term of his life. 

From this flow all the misfortunes of this unhappy 
country. This very defect arifes from a defire to iufti-
tute a more than ordinary perfect form of government • 
for the Abvftinians firft pofition was, " Woe be to rhe 
kingdom whole king is a child ;" and this they know 
muft often happen when fucceftion is left to the courfe of 
nature. But when there was a choice to be made out 
of two hundred perfons, all of the fame family, all ca
pable of reigning, it was their own fault, they thought, 
i f they had not always a prince of proper age and qualU 
fication to rule the kingdom, according to the neceffities 
of the times, and to preferve the fucceftion of the family 
in the houfe of Solomon, agreeable to the laws ofthe 
land ; but this mode of rcafoning experience has proved 
fallacious, 



B R U C E ' s T R A V E L ? . 

Thc king is anointed with plain o:l of olives, which 
being pou ed upon the crown of his head, he rubs it into 
his long hair indecently enough with both his hands, pret
ty much as his foldiers do with theirs when they get ac-
cefs to plenty of butter. 

The crown is made in the fhape of a prieft's mitre, 
or head-piece ; it is a kind of helmet, covering the kings 
forehead, cheeks, and neck. It is lined with blue taf-
fetv ; the outfideis half gold and half filver, of the moft 
beautiful fillagrane work. The king g^rs to church re
gularly, his guards taking pofleffion ot ee ry avenue and 
door through which he is to pafs, and nobody is allowed 
to enter with h im, becaufe he is then on foot, excepting 
two officers of his bed-chamber who fupport him. He 
kiffes the threfhold and fide-pofts of the church-door, 
the fieps before the altar, and then returns home : fome
times there is fervicc in the church, fometimes there 
is not; but he takes no notice of the difference. He 
rides upftairs into the prefence chamber on a mule, and 
lights immediately on the caipet before his throne; and 
M r . Bruce has fometimes fcen great indecencies commit
ted by the faid mule in the prefence-chamber, upon a 
Perfian carpet. 

The Serach Maffery, an officer fo called, with a long 
whip, begins Cracking and making a noife, worfe than 
twenty French Poltilions, at the door of the pa fee be
fore the dawn of day. This chafes away the hyaena and 
other wild beafts; this, too, is the fignal for the king's 
rifing, who (its i n judgment every merning faffing, and 
after that, about eight o'clock, he goes to brcakfaft. 

There aie fix noblemen of the king's own choofing 
who are called Baalomaal, or gentlemen of his bed-cham
ber ; four of thefe are always with him. There is a fe-
venth, who is the chief o f thefe, called Azeleffa e l Ca-
miiha, groom of the robe, or ftole. He is keeper of the 
king's wardrobe, and the firft officer of the bed-cham
ber. Thefe officers, the black flaves, and fome others, 
ferve him as menial fervants, and are in a degree of 
familiarity with him unknown to the reft of the fu In
jects. 

When the king fits to confult upon civil matters of 
eonlequence, he is fhut up in a kind of box oppofite to 



2o3 S I I A W ' s A B R I D G E M E N T O F 

the head of the council tabic. The perfons that deli
berate lit at the table, and, according to their rank, give 
their voice*, the youngeit or loweft oiRcer always 1 peak
ing firft. The firft that give their vctes are the' bhalaka, 
or colonels of the houfcheld-troops. The fecond are 
the great- butlers, men that have the charge of the 
king's drink. The third is the Eaijenmd, or keeper of 
that apartment in the palace called tv.e lion's honjt s and 
after thefe the keeper of the banqucting-houfe. 1 he next 
is called L i k a Magwafs, an officer that always goes be
fore the k ing to hinder the preflure of thc crowd. In 
war, when the king is marching, he rides conftantly round 
him at a certain diftance, and carries his fhield and his 
lance ; at leal! he carries a hlver fhield, and a lance point
ed with thc fame metal, before fuch kings as do not 
choofe to expofe their perfon. N o prince ever loft his 
life in battle ti l l the coming of the Europeans into Abyf
finia, when both the excommunicating and murdering of 
their fovereigns feem to have been introduced at the 
fame time. After the L ika Magwafs comes the Palam-
baras ; after him the Fit-Auraris; then the Gera Kaf-
mati, and the Kanya Kafmati, their names being derived 
from their rank or order in encamping, the one on the 
right, thc other on the left of the king's tent; Kanya and 
Gera fignif) ing the right and the I'ft; after them the 
Dakakin Billeiana Gueta, or the under chamberlain; 
•then the fecretary for the king's commands; after him 
the'ri^ht and left Ai.ages, or generals; after them Rak 
Maffery, after him the bafha, after him Kafmati of 
Damot, then of Samen, then Amhara, and, laft of a l l , 
T igre . before whom ftands a golden cup upon a cu-
fhion, and he is calied Nebrir, as being governor o f 
A x u m , or keeper of the book of the law fuppofed to be 
there. 

After the governor of Tigre comes the Acab Saat, or 
guardian of the fire, and the chief eccleliaftical officer 
of the king's houfchold. Some have faid, that this officer 
was appointed to attend the king at the time of eating, 
and that it was his province to order both meat and drink 
to be withdrawn whenever he faw the king inclined to 
excefs. 

After 



After the Acah Saat comes the firft mafter of thc 
houfehold; then the Betwudet, or Ras; laft of all the 
king gives his fentence, which is final, and fends it to the 
table, from the balcony where be is then fitting, by the 
officer called Kal-Hatze. 

We meet in Abyffinia with various ufages, which many 
have hitherto thought to be peculiar to thofe ancient na
tions in which they were firft obferved.; others, not fo 
learned, have thought they originated in Abyffinia. M r . 
Bruce firft takes notice o f thofe that regard the king and 
court. 

The kings of Perfia, like thefe we are fpeaking of* 
were eligible in one family only, that of the Arfacidae, 
and it was not t i l l that race failed they chofe Darius. 
The title of thc k ing of Abyffinia is, King of Kings j and 
fuch Daniel tells us was that of Nebuchadnezzar. The 
right of primogeniture does not fo prevail in Abyffinia as 
to exclude election in thc perfon of the younger brothers, 
and this was likewife the cafe in Perfia. In Perfia a pre
ference was underftood to be due to the'king's lawful 
children; but there were inftances of the natural child be
ing preferred to the lawful one. Darius,tho' abaftard,was 
preferred to Ifogius, Xerxes's lawful fon, and that merely 
by the election ofthe people. Th« fame has always obtain
ed in Abyfrnia. A very great part of the :r kings are 
adulterous baftards, others are the Hfuc of concubines; but 
they have been preferred to the crown by the influence of a 
party, always under the name of the Voice ofthe People. 

Though the Perfian kings had various palaces, to 
which they removed at different times in the year, Pafa-
garda, the metropolis of their ancient kings, was ob
served as the onlvplace for their coronation; and this, too, 
was the cafe of Abvflinia with their metropolis of Axum. 

The next remarkable ceremony in which thefe two 
nations agreed, is that of adoration, inviolably obferved 
in Abyifinia to this day, as often as you enter the Sover
eign's prefenee. This is not only kneeling, but an abr 
folute proftration. You firft fall upon your knees, 
then upon the palms of your hands, then incline your 
head and body til l your forehead touch the earth ; 
and, in cafe von have an anfwer to expecf, you be in 
that pofture t i l l the king, or fomcbody from him, d e f i l e s 
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yon to rife. This, too, was the cuftom of Perfia; A r -
rian fays this was firft inftitutcd by Cyrus, and this was 
precifely the pofture in which they adored G o d , men
tioned in the book of Exodus. 

-It is the conftant practice in Abyflinia to befet the 
king's doors and windows within his hearing, and there, 
from early morning to night, to cry for juftice as loud 
as poffible, in a diltreffed and complaining tone,, and in 
all the different languages they are mailers of, in or
der to their being admitted to have their fuppofed 
grievances heard. In a country fo i l l governed as 
Abyifinia Is, and fo perpetually involved in war, it may 
be eafily fuppofed there is no want of people, who have 
real injuries and violence to complain of: But i f it were 
not fo, this is fo much the conftant ufage, that when it 
happens (as in the midft of the rainy feafon) that few 
people can approach the capital, or Hand without in fuch 
bad weather, a fet of vagrants are provided, maintained, 
and paid, whofe fole bu'.inefs it is to cry and lament, 
as i f they had been really very much injured and op-
preffed ; and this they tell you is for the king's honour, 
that he may not be lonely by the palace being too quiet. 
This , of all their abfurdcuftoms, was the moft grievous and 
troublefome to M r . Bruce. Sometimes, while M r . Bruce 
was bufy in his room in thc rainy feafon, there would 
be four or five hundred people, who all at once would 
begin, fome roaring and crying, as i f they were in pain, 
others demanding juftice, as i f they were that moment fuf-
fering, or i f in the inftant to be put to death ; and fome 
groaning and fobbing as i f juft expiring ; and this horrid 
Symphony was fo artfully performed, that no ear could 
dift'inguith but that it proceeded from real diftrefs. M r . . 
Bruce was often fo furprifed as to fend the foldiers at 
the door to bring in one of them, thinking him come 
from the country, to examine who had injured him; 
many a time he was a fervant of his own, or fome other 
equally known; or, i f he was a ftranger, upon afking 
him what misfortune bad befallen him, he would anlVcr 
very compofedly, Nothing w-as the matter with h i m ; 
that he had been fleeping all day with the horfes ; that 
hearing from the feidicrs at the door that he, M r . Bruce, 
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was retired to his apartment, he and his companions had 
come to cry and make a noife under his window, to do 
him hanour before the people, for fear he fhould be melan
choly, by being too quiet when alone ; and therefore 
hoped that he would order them drink, that they might 
continue with a little more fpirit. The violent anger 
which this often put him into did not fail to be 
punctually reported to the k ing , at which he would 
laugh heartily; and he himfelf was often hid not far 
off, for the fake of being a fpectator of his heavy difplea-
fure. 

Xerxes, being about to declare war againft the Creeks, 
aflembled all the principal chiefs of Afia in council. 
*• 11.a: I may not, fays he> be thought to ad only by 
my own judgment, 1 have called you together. At the 
fame time, i think proper to intimate to you, that it is 
your duty to obey my w i l l , rather than enter into any 
deliberation or remonftrancts of your own." 

W e wi l l now compare fome particulars, the drefs and 
ornaments of the two kings. The k n g of Abyffinia 
wears his hair long; fo did the ancient k.;."î s r f i 'erf: a. 
A comet had appeared in thc war with Ptrua, and was 
looked upon by the Romans as a bad omen. Vclpafian 
laughed at it, and faid, i f it portended any i l l it was to 
the king of Perfia, becaufe, ait h.m, it wore long hair. 

The diadem was, with the Perfians, a mark of ro\ alty, 
as with the Abyflinians, being compo/Vd of the fame ma
terials, and worn in the fame manner. T he king of 
Abyflinia wears if, while marching, as a matk of Sove
reignty, that does not impede or incommode him, as any 
ether heavier ornament would do, efpec'aily in hot wea
ther. This fillet furroiir.ds his head above the f a r , 
leaving the crown perfectly uncovered. It \: »u offeree 

of the firfl magnitude f >r any rerfon, at this time, to wear 
any thing upoa his head, efpecially white, unlefs lor 
Mahometans, who wear caps, and ever them a large 
white tarban; or for priefts, who wenr large turbans of 
m uflin alfo. This was the da .km of t'i.e Perfians, as 
appears from l.ucian who rails it a white fillet about the 
forehead. J he kings of Abyflinia anciently fat \i\ on a gold 
throne, which is a laige, convenient, oblong, fquare Teat j 
like a fmall L Jllead, covered with Perfian carpets, da-
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mailt, and cloth of gold, with ftcps leading up to it. It 
is i f i l l richly gilded ; but the many revolutions and wars 
have much abridged their ancient magnificence. It is, 
in Abyilinia, high-treafon, to fit upon any feat of the 
king's ; and he that prefumed to do this would be in-
ftantly hewn to pieces, i f there was not fome other col
lateral proof of his being a madmen. 

It is probable that Alexander had heard of this law 
in Perfia, and difapproved of i t : for one day, it being 
extremely cold, the king, fitting in his chair before the 
fire, warming his legs, faw a foldier, probably a Perfian, 
who had loft his feeling by extreme numbnefs. The k ing 
immediately leaped from his chair, and ordered the fol
dier to be fet down upon it. The fire foon brought him 
to his fenfes, but he had almoft loft them again with fear, 
by finding himfelf in the king's feat. T o whom Alex
ander faid, " Remember, and diflinguifh^ how much 
more advantageous to man my government is than that 
of the kings of Perfia. B y fitting down on my feat, 
you have laved your life ; by fitting on theirs, you would 
infallibly have loft i t . " 

In Abyffinia it is confidered as a fundamental law o f 
the land, that none of the royal family, who has any de
formity or bodily defect, fhall be allowed to fucceed to 
the crown ; and, for this purpofe, any of the princes, 
who may have efcaped from the mountain of Wechne, 
and who are afterwards taken, are mutilated in fome of 
their members, that thus they may be difqualificd from 
ever fucceeding. In Perfia the fame was obferved. Pro-
copius tells us, that Zames, the fon of Cabades, was 
excluded from the throne becaufe he was blind of one 
eye, the law of Perfia prohibiting any perfon that had a 
bodily defect to be elected king. 

The kings of Abyifinia were feldom fcen by the peo
ple. This abfurd ufage gave rife to many abufes. In 
Perfia it produced two officers, who were called thc king's 
eyes, and the king's ear, and who had the dangerous em
ployment, M r . Bruce means dangerous for the fubject, 
of feeing and hearing for their fovercign. In Abyifinia 
it created an officer called the king's mouth, or voice, 
for, being feen by nobody, he fpoke of courfe in the 
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third perfon, Hear ivhat the king fays to you, which is 
the ufual form of all regal mandates in Abyifinia, and 
what follows has the force of law. 

Solemn hunting matches were always in ufe both with 
the kings of Abyifinia and thofe of Perfia, In both king
doms it was a crime for a fubject to ftrike the game t i l l 
fuch time as the k ing had thrown his fence at it. This 
abfurd cuftom was repealed by Artaxerxes Longima'nus 
in one kingdom, and by Yafous the Great in the other, 
fo late as the beginning of the hit century. 

The kings of Abyflinia are above all laws. They are 
fupreme in all caufes ccclefiaftical and civil J the land and 
perfons of their fubjeels are equally their properry, and^ 
every inhabitant of their kingdom is born their Gave j i f 
he bears a higher rank it is by the king's gift; fur his 
neareft relations are accounted nothing better. The fame 
obtained in Berfia. 

There are feveral kinds of bread in AbylTmia, fome 
of different forts of teff, and fome of tocuffo, which 
alfo vary in quality. ' l i e king c f Abvflinia cars of 
wheat bread, rhough not of every wheat, but of that only 
that grows in the province of Pembea, therefore called 
the king's food. It always has been, and ftifl is the cuf
tom of the kings of Abyflinia, to marry what number 
of wives they choofe ; that thefe were not, therefore, all 
queens-, but that among them there was one who was 
confidered particularly as queen, and upon her head was 
placed the crown, and fhe was called Iteghe. Thus, in 
Berfia, we read that Ahafuerus loved Either, who haet 
found grace in his fight more than the other virgins, and 
he had placed a golden crown upon her head. And Jo-
fephus informs us, that when Either, was brought before 
the king, he was exceedingly delighted with her, and 
nude her his lawful wife, and when fhe came into the 
palace he put a crown upon her head : whether placing 
the crown upon thc queen's head had any civi l effect as 
to regency in Perfia, as it had in Abyffinia, is what hif
tory does not inform us. 

The king of Abyifinia never is feen to walk, nor to 
fet his foot upon the ground, out of his palace ; and 
when he would difmount from the horfe or nude on 
whi ch he rides, he has a fervant with a (tool, who places 
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it properly for him for that purpofe. He rides into the 
anti-chamber to the foot of his throne, or to the ftool 
placed in the alcove of his tent. He very often judges 
capital crimes himfelf. No man is condemned by the 
king in perfian to die for the firft fault, unlefs the crime 
be of a horrid nature, fuch as parricide or facrilege. 
And , in general, the life and merits of the prifoner are 
weighed againft his immediate guil t ; fo that i f his firft 
behaviour has had more merit towards the ftate than his 
prefent uclinotuency is thought to have injured it, the 
one is placed fairly againft the other, and the accufed 
is generally abfolved when the iovcreign judges alone. 
Darius had condemned Sandoces, one of the king's 
judges, to be crucified for corruption, that is, for hav
ing given falfe judgment for a bribe. The man was 
already hung up on the crofs, when the king, conlider-
ing with himfelf how many good fervices he had done, 
previous to this, the only offence which he had commit
ted, ordered him to be paidoned. 

The Perfian king, in all expeditions, was attended by 
judges. We find in Herodotus, that, in the expedition of 
Cambyfes, ten ofthe principal Egyptians were' condem
ned to die by thefe judges for every Perfian that had 
been flain by the people of Memphis. Six judges always 
attend the king of Ahyffmia to the camp, and. before 
them, rebels taken on the field are tried and punilhcd on 
the fpot. People that the k ing diftinguifhed by favour, or 
for any public action, wrre in both kingdoms prelented 
with gold chains, fwords, and bracelets, Thefe in 
Abyffinia are undeiftood to be chiefly rewards of milita
ry fervice; yet Poncet received a gold chain from Y a 
fous the Great. The day before the battle of Serbraxos, 
Ayton Engedan received a Giver bridle and fiddle, co
vered with Giver plates, from Ras Michael. 

In Abyffinia, when the prifoner is condemned in capi
tal cafes, he is not again remitted to prifon, which is 
thought cruel, but he is immediately carried away, and 
the lenience executed upon him. Abba Salama, the 
Acab Saat, was condemned by the king the m- rning he 
entered Gcndar, on his return from Tigre. and immedi
ately hanged, in the garment of a prieft, cm a tree at the 
door of the king's palace. Chremadon, brother to the 
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afurper Socinlos, was executed that fame morning; Gue-
bra Denghel, Ras Michael's fon-in-law, was likewife 
executed that fame day, immediately after judgment • 
and fo were feveral others. The fame was the practice 
in Perfia, as we learn from Xenophon, and more plainly 
from Diodorus. 

The capital punilhments, in Abyffinia, are the crofs. 
Socinios firit ordered Arzo , bis competitor, who had 
fled for afiifiance and refuge to Phineas king of the Fa-
lafha, to be crucified without the camp. We find the 
fame punifhmcnt inflicted by Artaxerxcs upon Haman, 
who was oidercd to be affixed to the crofs t i i l he died. 

The next capital punifhrnent is flaying alive. That 
this barbarous execution flill prevails in Abyflinia is 
proved by the fate of tire unfortunate Woofheka, taken 
prifoner in the campaign of 1769, while M r . Bruce was 
in Abyffinia; a facritice made to the vengeance of the 
beautiful Ozoro Effhcr, who, kind and humane as fhe 
was in other refpects, could receive no atonement for the 
death of her huiband. 

La;bdation, or Honing to death, is thc next capital 
punifhmcnt in Abyffinia. This is chiefly inflicted upon 
flrangers called Franks, for religious caufes. The ca
tholic priefts in Abyffinia that have been detected there, 
in thele latter days, have been ftoned to death, and their 
bodies lie flill in the ftreets of Gondar, in the Squares or 
wafte-places. covered with the henps of {tone which oc-
cafioned their death by being thrown at them. There 
are three of thefe heaps at the church of Abbo, all co
vering Francifcan friars; and, befides them, a fmall 
pyramid over ahoy who was (toned to death with them, 
about the firft year of the reign of David the I V . In 
Perfia .ve find, that Pagorafus (according to Ctefias) was 
ltoned to death by the order of tie k : ng ; and the fame 
author fays, that Pharnacyas, one of the murderers of 
Xerxes, was ftoned tQ death likewife. 

Among capital punilhmcnts may be reckoned like-
wife the plucking oiv of thc eyes, a cruelty which M r . 
Bruce had but too cits n feen committed in the Ihort flay 
he made in Abyifinia. This is generall) inflicted upon re
bels. After the (laughter of the battle of Fagitta, twelve 
chiefs of the Pagan Galla , taken prifoneis by Ras M i 
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chad, had their eyes torn out, and were afterwards a-
bandoned to ftarve in the valleys below the town. Se
veral prifoners of another rank, noblemen of Tigre , 
underwent the fame misfortune : and, what is wonder
ful, not one of them died in the operation, nor its con-
fequences, though performed in the coarfeft manner 
with an iron forceps, or pincers. 

The dead bodies of criminals flain for treafon, mur 
der, and violence, on the high-way at certain times, 
are fcldom buried in Abyflinia. The ftreets of Gondar 
are ftrewed with pieces of their carcafes, which bring the 
wild beafts in multitudes into the city as foon as it be
comes dark, fo that it is fearceiy fafe for any one to 
walk in the night. The dogs ufed to bring pieces of 
human bodies into the houfe, and court-yard, to eat them 
in greater fecurity. 

Notwithftanding the Abyffinians were fo anciently 
and nearly connected with Egypt, they never feem to have 
made ufe of paper, or papyrus, but imitated the practice 
of the Perfians, who wrote upon fkins, and they do fo 
to this day. This arifes from their having early been 
Jews. In Parthia, likewife, Pliny informs us, the ufe of 
papyrus was abfolutely unknown; and though it was 
dilcovered that papyrus grew in the Euphrates, near Ba
bylon, of which they could make paper, they obflinately 
rather chofe to adhere to their ancient cuftom of weav-
ine their letters on cloth, of which they made their gar
ments. The Periians, moreover, made ufe of parch
ment for their records, to which all their remarkable 
tranfactions were miffed; and to this it is probably owing 
we havefo many of their cuftoms preferved to this dav. 

From this great refemblance in cuftoms between the 
Perfians and Abyffinians, following the fafhionable way 
of judging about the origin of nations, one fhould bold
ly conclude, that the Abyffinians were a colony of Per
fians ; but this is very well known to be without foun
dation. The cuftoms, mentioned as only peculiar to 
Perfia, were common to all the eaft ; and they were 
loft when thofe countries were over-run and conquered 
by thofe who introduced barbarous cuftoms of their own. 
The reafon why we have fo much left of the Perfian 
cuftoms is, that they were written, and fo not liable to 
alteration ; and, being on parchment, d id alfo contri
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bute to their prefervation. The hiftory which treats 
of thofe ancient and polifhed nations has preferved few 
fragments of their manners entire from the ruins o f 
t ime; while Abyffinia, atwar with nobody, or at war 
with itfelf only, has preferved the anc;ent cuftoms 
which it enjoyed in common with all the eaft, and which 
were onlv loft in other kingdoms by the invafion of 
ftrangers, a misfortune Abyflinia has never fuffered ftnce 
the introduction of letters. 

The old Egyptians, as we are told by facred fcripture, 
did not <at with ftrangers ; but perhaps the obfervation 
is extended farther than ever fcripture meant. The in -
i'tance given of Jofeph's brethren not being allowed to 
cat with the Egyptians was, becaufe Jofeph had told 
Pharaoh that his brethren, and Jacob his father, were 
fhepherds, that he might get from the Egyptians the 
land of Gofhen, a land, as the name imports, of paf-
turage and grafs, which the Ni le never overflowed, and 
it was therefore in poffeflion of the fhepherds. Now the 
fhepherds, wC are told, were the direct natural enemies 
of the Egyptians who live i n towns. The fhepherds 
alfo facrifieed the god whom thc Egyptians worshipped. 

The Egytians worfhipped the cow, and the ihepherdv 
lived upon her flcfh, which made them a feparate people, 
that could not eat nor communicate together; and the 
very knowledge of this was, as we arc informed b) 
fcripture, the reafon why Jofeph told Pharaoh, when he 
afked him what profeffion his brethren were of, " Your 
fervants, (fays Jofeph) are fhepherdi--, and their employ
ment the feeding of cattle;" and this was given out, 
that the land of Gofhen might be allotted to them, and 
fo they and their defcendents be" kept feparate from thc 
Egyptians, and not expofed to mingle in their abomi
nations; or, though they had abftained from thofe abomi
nations, they could not k i l l cattle for facrifice or for 
food. They would have raifed i l l - w i l l againft them
felves, and, as Mofes fays, would have been ftoned, 
and fo the end of bringing them to Gofhen would have 
been fruftrated, which was to nurfe them in a plentiful 
land, in peace and fecurity, t i l l they fhould attain to 
be a mighty people, capable of fubduing and filling the 
land to wljich, at the end of their captivity, G o d v.ns 
to lead them, 



The Abyffinians neither eat nor drink with ftrangers, 
though they have no reafon for this ; and it is now a 
mere prejudice, becaufe the old occafion for this regu
lation is loft. They break, or purify, however, every 
veffel a frranger of any kind fhall ate or drank in. The 
cufton then is copied from the E g y p t i a n S j H n c \ t n e v 

have preferved it, though the Egyptian reafon docs no 
longer hold, 

'fhe Egyptians made no account of the mother what 
her ftate was; i f thc father was free, the child followed 
the condition ofthe father. This is ftrictly fo in Abyf
finia. The king';, child by a negro-Have, bought with 
money, or taken in war, is as near in fuccecding to the 
crown, as any one of twenty children that he has older 
than that one, and born of the nobleft women of the 
country. 

The men in Egypt did neither buy nor fe l l : thc fame 
is the cafe in Abyifinia at this day. It is infamy for a 
man to go to market to buy any thing. He. cannot 
carry water or bake bread ; but he muft w:«fh the cloaths 
belonging to both fexes, and, in this function, the 
women cannot help him. In Abyifinia the men canicd 
their burdens on their heads, thc women on their 
moulders, and this difference, we are told, obtained in 
Egypt. It is ph in , that this buying, in the public 
market, by women, muft have ended whenever jealoufy 
or fequeftration of that fex began; for this reafon it 
ended early in Egypt; but, for thc oppofite reafon, it 
fubfilts in Abyifinia to this day. It was a fort of im
piety in Egypt to eat a calf; and the reafon was plain, 
they worfhipped the cow. In Abyflinia, to this day, 
no man eats veal, although every one very wil l ingly 
eats a cow. The Egyptian reafon no longer fubfifts as 
in the former cafe, but the prejudice remains, though 
they have forgotten their reafon. 

The Abyffinians cat no wild or water-fowl, not even 
the goofe, which was a great delicacy in Egypt. The 
reafon of this is, that, upon their conveiiion to Ju-
daifm, they were forced to relinquiih their ancient 
municipal cuftoms, as far as they wore contrary to the 
Mofaical law; an 1 the animals, in their country, not 
correfp'-nding in form, kind, or name, with thofe 
mentioned in the Septuagint, or original Hebrew, it 
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has followed, that there arc many of each clafs that 
know not whether they are clean or not; and a wonder
ful confuhon and uncertainty has followed through ig
norance or millake, being unwilling to violate the law 
in any one inftance through not underltanding i t . 

M r . Brucellas mentioned, in the courfe of the nar
rative of his journey from Mafuah, that, at a fmall dist
ance from A x u m , he overtook on the way three travel
lers, who feemed to be foldiers, driving a cow before 
them. They halted at a brook, threw down the beaff., 
and one of them cut a pretty large collop o f fiefh from 
its buttocks, after which they drove thc cow gently on 
as before. A violent out-cry was railed in England at 
hearing this circumlhmce, which they did not hefttate 
to pronounce i/r>; <>///!>/?, when the manners and cuftoms 
of Abyflinia were to them utterly unknown. The Je
fuits, • eilablilhed i n Abyflinia for above a hundred 
years, had told them of that people eating, what they 
tal l raw meat, in every page, and yet they were igno
rant of tins. 

It mull be from prejudice alone we condemn the eat
ing of raw fiefh ; no precept, divine or human, forbids 
i t ; and i f it be true, as later travellers have difcovered, 
that there are nations ignorant of the ufe of fire, any 
law againft eating raw flew could never have been in
tended by G o d as obligatory upon mankind in general. 
A t any rate, it is certainly not clearly known, whether 
the eating raw flefh was not an earlier and more general 
practice than by preparing it with fire; many wife - and 
learned men have doubted, whether it was at firft per
mitted to man to eat animal food at al l . G o d , the au
thor of life, and the bed judge of what was proper to 
maintain ir, gave this regimen to our firft parents— 
" Behold, I have given you every hetb bearing feed, 
which is upon the face of all the "earth, and every tree, 
in the which is the fruit of a tree.yielding feed : to you 
it fhall be for meat." And though, immediately after, 
he mentions both bcalls and fowls, and every thing that 
creepcih upon the earth, he docs not fay that he has 
elefigncd any of thefe as meat for man. On the contra
ry, he feems to have intended the vegetable creation as 
food for both man and beaft—" A n d to every beafl of 
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the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every 
thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is Ufe, 
I have given every green herb for meat: and it was fo." 
After the flood, when mankind began to rcpoffcfs the 
earth, Gud gave Noah a much more entenfive permifiion. 
" Every moving thing that liveth mail be meat for you ; 
even as the green herb have I given you all things." 

Saul's army, after a battle,//c^v, that is, fell voracioufly 
upon the cattle they had taken, and threw them upon 
the ground to cut off their flcfh, and eat them raw, fo 
that the army was defiled by eating blood, or l iv ing ani
mals. T o prevent this, Saul caufed to be rolled to him 
a great ftonc, and ordered thofe that k i l led their oxen 
to cut their throats upon that ftone. This was the only 
lawful way of ki l l ing animals for food ; the tying of the 
ox and throwing it upon the ground was not permitted 
as equivalent. The Ifraelites did probably in that cafe, 
as the Abyffinians do at this day; they cut a part of its 
throat, fo that blood might be feen upon the ground, but 
nothing mortal to the animal followed from that wound. 
But , after laying his head upon a large ftone, and cutting 
his throat, the blood fell from on high, or was poured on 
the ground like water, and fufricient evidence appeared 
the creature was dead before it was attempted to eat 
i t . We have feen that the Abyffinians came from Pa
leftine a very few years after this; and we are not to 
doubt that they then carried with them this, with many 
other Jewiih cuftoms, which they have continued to this 
day. 

Confiftent with the plan of this work, which is to 
defcribe the manners of the feveral nations through 
which M r . Bruce paffed, good and bad, as he obferved 
them, he fays he cannot avoid giving fome account of 
this Polyphemus banquet, as far as decency wil l permit 
him ; it is part of the hiftory of a barbarous people ; and 
M r . Bruce fays, however he might wi l l i it, he cannot de
cline it. 

In the capital, where one is fafe from furprife at all 
times, or in the country or villages, when the rains have 
become fo conftant that thc valleys w i l l not bear a horfe 
to pafs them, or that men cannot venture far from home, 
through fear of being furrounded and fwept away by-
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temporary torrents, occasioned by Hidden fhowers on the 
mountains ; in a word, when a man can fay he is fafc at 
home, and the fpear and fhield is hung up in the hall , a 
number of people of the l>eft fafhion in the villages, or" 
both fexes, courtiers in the palace, or citizens in the 
town, meet together to dine between twelve and one 
o'clock. A long table is fet in the middle of a large 
room, and benches befide it for a number of gueits 
•who are invited. Tables and benches the Portuguese in
troduced amongft them; but bull hides, fpread upon the 
ground, ferved them before, as they now do in the camp 
and country. A cow or bul l , one or more, as the com
pany is numerous, is brought clofe to thc door, and his 
feet ftrongly tied. The (kin that hangs down under his 
chin and throat, is cut only fo deep as to arrive at the 
fat, of which it totally confifts, and, by the feparat'on of 
a few fmall blood-veifels, fix or feven drops of blood 
only fall upon the ground. They have no ftone, bench, 
nor altar upon which thefe cruel alfaflins Jay the ani
mal's head in this operation. M r . Bruce begs his pardon 
indeed for calling him an ?.lTa(lin, as he is not fo merciful 
as to aim at the life, bur, on the contrary, tokeea>the 
beaft alive t i l l he be nearly ea'en up. Having fatislied 
the Mofaical law, according to his conception, by pour
ing thefe fix or feven drops upon the ground, two or 
more of them fall to work ; on the back of the beaft, 
and on each fide of the fpine they cut fkin-deep; then 
putting their lingers between the flefh and the fkin, they 
begin to ft rip the hide of the animal half way down his 
ribs, and fo on to the buttock, cutting the fkin wherever 
it hinders them commodioufly to ftnp the poor animal 
bare. A l l the flefh on the buttocks is then cut off, and 
in folid, fquare pieces, without bones, or much effufion 
of blood; and the prodigious noife the animal makes is a 
fignal for the company to fit down to table. 

There are then laid before every gueft, inftead of plates, 
round cakes, i f they may be fo called, about twice as 
big as a pan-cake, and fomething thicker and tougher. 
It is unleavened bread of a fourifh tafte, far from be
ing difagreeable, and very eafily digefted, made of a grain 
called teff. It is of different colours, from black to 
the colour-of thc whiteft wheat-bread. Three or four o f 
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thefe cakes are generally put uppcrmoft, for the food 
. of-the perfon oppofite to whole feat they are placed. 

Beneath thefe are four or five of ordinary bread, and of a 
blackilii kind. Thefe fervc the ruafter to wipe his fingers 
upon, and afterwards the fervant for bread to his din
ner. T w o or three fervants then come, each wkh a 
fquare piece of beef in their bare hands, laying it upon 
the cakes of teff, placed like difhes down the table, 
without cloth or any thing elfe beneath them. By this 
time all the guefts have knives in their bands, and their 
men have the large crooked ones, which they put to all 
forts of ufes during the time of war. The women have 
fmall clafped knives, fuch as the word of the kind 

m made at Birmingham, fold for a penny each, 'fhe com
pany are fo ranged that one man fits between two wo-
ir.cn; the man with his long knife en's a thin piece, which 
would be thought a good bccf-lleak in England, while 
you fee the motion of the" fibres yet perfectly diftinct, 
and alive in the fiefh. N o man in Abyifinia, of any 
fafnicn whatever, feeds himfelf, or touches his own meat. 
The women take the ftcak and cut it length-ways like 
firings, about the thicknefs of a little finger, then crofs-
ways into fquare pieces, fometbing fmaller than dice. 
1 his they /ay upon a piece of the teff bread, fhongly 
powdered with black pepper, or Cayenne pepper, and 
folfi'.e-falt; they then wrap it up in tcif bread like a 
cartridge. 

In the mean time, the man having put up his knife, 
with each hand refting upon his neighbour's knee, his 
body ftoopin*-, his head low and forward, and mouth 
open very like an idiot, he turns to the one whofe car
tridge is firft ready, who fluffs thc whole of it into his 
mouth, which is fo full that he is in conftant danger of 
being chcaked. r lh i s is a mark of grandeur. 'I he 
greater the man would feem to be, the larger piece he 
takes in his mouth; and the more noife he makes m 
chewing it, the more polite he is thought to be. They 
have, indeed, a proverb that fays, " Beggars and thieves 
only cat fmall pieces, or wfthont making a noife." 
Having difcatched this morfel, which he does very c.\-
peditioully, his next female neighbour holds forth ano
ther cartridge, which gees the fame way. and f o o n f . l 
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he is fatisncd. He never drinks ti l l he has fmifhed eat
ing ; and, before he begins, in gratitude to the fair one 
that fed him, he makes up two fmall rolls o f thc fame 
kind and form; each o f his neighbours open their mouths 
at the fame time, while with each hand he puts their 
portion into their mouths, fie then falls to drinking 
out of a large handfome horn ; the ladies eat t i l l they are 
fatisf.ed, and then all drink together. A great deal o f 
mirth and joke goes round, very feldom with any mix
ture of acrimony or i l l humour. 

During all this time, thc unfortunate victim at the 
door i;» bleed :ug indeed, but bleeding little. As long a* 
they ran cut oft the flclh from his bones, they do not 
meddle with the thighs, or the parrs where the great arte
ries arc. At laft, they fall upon the thighs likewife; and 
foon after the animal, bleeding to death, becomes fo 
tough that the canib-ls, who have the relt of it to ear, 
find very hard work to feparate the flelh from the bones 
with their teeth like dogs. 

In the mean time, thofe within are very much elevated; 
love lights all its tires, and every thing is permitted with 
abfolute freedom. There is no coynefs, no delays, no 
need of appointments or retirement, to gratify their 
wifhes ; there are no rooms but one, in which they facri-
fice both to Bacchus and to Venus. 

Although we read from the Jefuits a great deal about 
marriage and polygamy, yet there is ncthing which may 
be averred more truly, than that there is no fuch thing 
as marriage in Abyifinia, unlefs that which is contracted 
by mutual content, without other form, fubfilting only 
t i l l didblved by dilfent of one or other, and to be renew
ed or repeated as often as it is agreeable to both parties, 
who, when they pleafe, cohabit together again as man 
and wife, after having been divoiced, had children bv 
others, or whether they have been married, or had chi l 
dren with others or not. M r . Bruce remembers to have 
once been at Kofcam in pretence ofthe Iteghe, when, 
in the circle, there was a woman of great quality, 
and feven men who had all been her hulbands, none 
o f whom was the happy fpoufe at that time. 

Upon feparation thev divide the children. The eldeft 
fon falls to the mother's firft choice, and the eldeft 
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daughter to the father. I f there be but one daughter, 
and all the reft fons, flie is alfigned to the father. I f 
there be but one fon, and all the reft daughters, he is the 
right of the mother. I f the numbers are unequal after 
the firft election, the reft are divided by lot. There is 
•no fuch diftinction as legitimate and >IIegit|pate children 
from the king to the beggar -,_for fuppoling any one of 
their marriages valid, all the iftue of the reft mnft be adul
terous baftards. 

Ras Michael one day afked M r . Bruce, before Abba 
Salama, (the Acab Saat) whether fuch things as thefe 
promifcucus marriages and divorces were permitted and 
pradtifed in his country ? He excufed himfelf t i l l he was 
no longer able; and, upon his infilling, he was obliged 
to anfwer, that even i f fcripture had not forbidde:i i t , 
as Chriftians, as Englifhmen, the law reftrained them 
from fuch practices, by declaring polygamy felony, or 
punifhable by death. 

The king in his marriage ufes no other ceremony than 
this: He fends an Azage to the houfe where the lady 
lives, where the officer announces to her, It is the king's 
pleafure that fhe fhould remove inftantly to the palace. 
She then dreffes herfelf in the beft manner, and imme
diately obeys. Thenceforward he aligns her an apart
ment in the palace, and gives her a houfe elfewhere in 
any part fhe ch'ufes. Then, when he makes her It«ghe, 
it feems to be the neareft refemblance to marriage; for, 
whether in the court or the camp, he orders one of the 
judges to pronounce in his prefence, that he, the king, 
has chofen his hand-maid, naming her for his queen; upon 
which the crown is pu upon her head, but flie is not 
anointed. 

The crown being hereditary in one family, but elective 
in the perfon, and polygamy being permitted, muft have 
multiplied thefe heirs very much, and produced conftant 
difputes, fo that it was found neceffary to. provide a re
medy for the anarchy and effufion of royal blood, which 
was otherwife inevitably to follow. The remedy was 3 
humane and gentle one, they were confined in a good c l i 
mate upon a high mountain, and maintained there at the 
public expence. They are there taught to read and 
write, but nothing elfe; 750 cloths for wrapping round 



them, 3 0 0 0 ounces of gold, which is 3 0 , 0 0 0 dollars, or 
crowns, are allowed by the {fate for their maintenance 
Thefe princes are hardly ufed; and, in troublefome times, 
often put to death upon the fmalleft mifinformation. 
W h i l e M r . Bruce was in Abyflinia, their revenue was fo 
grofsly mifapplied, that fome of them were faid to have 
died with hunger and of cold, by the avarice and hard-
heartednefs of Michael neglecting to furnifh them necef-
faries. Nor had the king, as far as ever M r . Bruce 
c tpuld difcern, that fellow-feeling one would have ex
pected from a prince refcued from that very fituaiion 
himfelf; however that be, and however diftrefling the 
fituation of thofe princes, we cannot but be fatisfied with 
it when we look to the neighbouring kingdom of Sennaar, 
or Nubia. There no mountain is trufted with the con
finement of their princes; but, as foon as the father dies, 
the throats of all the collaterals, and all their defcendant.% 
that can be laid hold of are cut; and this is the cafe with 
aU the black ftates in the defert weft of Sennaar, Dar 
Fowr, Sele, and Bagirma. 

In fpeaking of the military force of this kingdom, 
great exaggerations have been ufed. The largeit army 
that ever was in the field, was that in the rebellion before 
the battle of Scrbraxos. W h e n they firfl encamped upon 
the lake Tzana, the rebel army altogether might amount 
to about co,ooo men. In about a fortnight afterwards, 
many had deferted; and M r . Bruce does not think {for 
he fpeaks only by hearfay) that, when the k ing marched 
out of Gondar, they were then above 3 0 , 0 0 0 . When, 
Gojam joined, and it was known that Michael and his 
army increafed to above 6 0 , 0 0 0 men; cowards and 
brave, old and young, veteran foldiers and blackguards, 

• all came to be fpcCtators of that defirahle event, which 
many of the witeft had defpaired of l iv ing to fee. The 
king's army, perhaps, never amounted to 2 6 , 0 0 0 men; 
and, by defertion and other caufes, when they retreated 
to Gondar, M r . Bruce does not fuppofe the army was 
1 6 , 0 0 0 , moftly from the province o f Tigre. Fafil , in 
deed, had not joined; and putting his army of 1 2 , 0 0 0 
men, it does not appear, that any k ing of Abyffinia 
ever commanded 4 0 , 0 o effective men at any time, or 
upon any caufe whatever, exclu live of his houfchold troops, 
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- Their ftandards are large Have?, furmouuted at the 
top with a hollow ball ; below this is a tube in which 
the ftarf is fixed ; and immediately below the ball, a 
narrow flripe of filk made forked, or fwallow-tailed, like 
a vane, and feldom much broader. The ftandards of 
the infantry have their flags painted two colours crofs-
ways—yellow, white, red, or green. The horfe have 
all a lion upon their flag, fome a red, fome a green, and 
fome a white lion. The black horfe have a yellow lion, 
and over it a white ftar upon a red flag, all :ding to 
two prophecies, the one, " Judah is a young l ion ," 
and the other, " There fhall come a ftar cut of Judah." 
This had been difcontinued for want of cloth t i l l the war 
o f Begemder, when a large piece was found in Joas's 
wardrobe, and was thought a certain omen of his victory, 
and of a long and vigorous reign. This piece of cloth 
was faid to have been brought from Cairo by Yafous II . 
for the campaign of Sennaar, and, with the other ftand
ards and colours, was furrendered to the rebels when the 
king was made prifoner. 

The king's houfchold troops fhould confift of about 
8coo infantry, 2 0 C O of which carry firelocks, and fupply 
the place of archers; bows have been laid afidc for near a 
hundred years, and arc only now ufed by the Waito 
Shangalla, and fome other barbarous inconfiderable na
tions. Thefe troops are divided into four companies, 
each under an officer called Shalaka, which anfwers to 
our colonel. 1 very twenty men have an officer, every 
fifty a fecond, and every hundred a third ; that is, every, 
twenty ha\e one officer.who commands them, but is com
manded likewife by an officer who commands the fifty ; 
fo that there are three officers who command fifty 
men, fix c mmand a hundred, and thirty command 
five hundred, over whom is the Shalaka ; and this body 
they, call Bet, which fignifics a houfe, or apartment, be
caufe each of them goes by the name of one of the king's 
apartments. For example, there is an apartment called 
Anbafa Bet, or the lions houfe, and a regiment carrying 
that name has the charge of i t , and their duty is at that 
apartment, or that part of thc palace where it i s ; there 
is another called Jnn Bet, or the elephant's houfe, that 
gives the name to another regiment; another called Werk 
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Sacala, or the gold houfe, which gives its name to ano
ther corps; and fo on with tie reft. 

There arc four regiments, that (eldom, i f ever, amount
ed to 1600 men, which depend aline upon the k in^ , and 
are all foreigners, at leaft the officers ; thefe have the 
charge ot* his perfon while in the field. In tunes, when 
thc king is out of leading-tiring*, they amount to four or 
five thou fand, and then opprcfs the country, for they 
have great privileges A t times when the king's hands 
are weak, they are kept incomplete out of fear and jea-
loufy. 

Before the k ing marches", three proclamations are 
made. T h e firft'is, < ; Buy your mules, get ready your 
provifton, and pay your fervants ; for, after fuch a day, 
they that feck me'here fhall not find me." The fe
cond is about a week after, or according as the exigency 
is prefling; this is, " Cut down the kantutfa in the four 
quarters of the world, for I do not know where I art 
going." This kantuffa is a terrible thorn which very 
much molefts the k ing and nobility in their march, by 
taking hold of their long ha r, and the cotton cloth 
they are wrapped in . The third and lalt proclamation 
is. " I am encamped 4 n the Angrab, or Kahha; he 
that does not join me there, I will chaftile hira for 
fetren years." M r . Br ice was long in doubt what 
this term of feven years meant, t i l l he recollected the 
jubilee-year of the jews, with whom feven years was 
a prescription of offences, debts, and ail trefpaffes. 

The rains generally ceafe the eighth of September; 
a fiekiy feafon follows til l they begin again about the 
2 0 t h of October; they then continue pretty, conftant, 
but moderate in quantitv, till Hcdar bt. Michael', the 
eighth of November. A l l Epidem'e di.cafes ceafe with 
the en 1 of thefe rains, and it is then the armies begin 
to march. 1 

M r . Bruce next proceeds to fpeak of the ftate of 
religion in Abyffinia, where there are more churches 
than in any other country, and, though it is very 
mountainous, and consequently the view much obftruc-
ted, it is very fehlom you fee lefs than five or fix churches-, 
and, i l you are on a commanding ground, five times 
that number. Every great man that dies thinks be has 
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atoned for all his wickednefs i f he leaves a fund to bui ld 
a church, or has built one in his lifetime. T h c king 
builds many. Wherever a victory is gained, there a 
church is erected in the very field (linking with the pu
trid bodies of the flain. Formerly this was only the 
cafe when the enemy was Pagan or Inlidel; now the 
fame is obferved when the victories are over Chriflians. 
The fituation of a church is always chofen near running 
water, for the convenience of their purifications and ab
lutions, in which they obfervc Itri&ly the Levitical law. 
They are always placed upon the top of fome beautiful, 
round h i l l , which is furrounded entirely with rows of 
the oxycedrus, or Vi rg in ia cedar, which grows here i n 
great beauty and perfection, and is called A r z . There 
is nothing adds fo much to the beauty of the country as 
thefe churches and the plantations about them. In the 
middle of this plantation of cedars is interfperfed, at 

* proper diflances, a number of thofe beautiful trees called 
Cuffo, which grow very high, and are all extremely pic-
turefque. -

The churches are all round, with thatched roofs; 
their fummits are perfect cones ; thc outfide is furrounded 
by a number c f wooden pillai*, which are nothing elfe 
than the trunks of the cedar-tree, and are placed to Alp
ort the edifice, about eight feet of the roof pro
jecting beyond the wall of the church, which forms an, 
agreeable walk, or colonade, around it i n hot weather, 
or in rain. The infide of the chuich is in feveral d i v i 
sions, according as is prefcribed by the law of Mofes. 
The firft is a circle fomewhat wider than the inner one j 
here the congregation fit and pray. Within this is a 
fquare, and that fquare is divided by a veil or curtain, i n 
which is another very fmall divifion anfwering to the 
holy of holies. Th i s is fo narrow, that none but the 
priefts can go into it. You are bare-footed when
ever you enter the church, and, i f bare-footed, you 
may go through every part of i t , i f you have any fuch 
curiofity, provided you are pure, that is, have not 
been concerned with women for twenty-four hours be
fore, or touched carrion or dead bodies, (a curious aflem-
blage o f ideas) for in that cafe you are not to go within 



the precincts, or outer circumference of the church but 
ftand and fay your prayers at an awful diftance among, 
the cedars. 

Every perfon of both fexes, under Jewiih difqualirtea.-
tions, are obliged to obferve this diftance; and this is 
always a place belonging to the church, where, unlefs, in. 
Lent, you fee the greateft part of the congregation ; but 
this is left to your own confidence, and, if there was. 
either great inconvenience in the one fituation, or great 
fatisfaction in the other, the cafe would be jtherwife. 

O n your firft entering the church, you put off your 
fhoes; but you muft bave a fervant there with them, or 
elfe they wi l l be ftolen, i f good for any thing, by the 
priefts and monks before you come out of the church. 
A t entering you kifs the threfhold, and the two door pofts, 
go in and fay what prayer you pleafe ; that finifhed, you 
come out again, and your duty is over. The churches 
are full of piftures, painted on parchment, and nailed 
upon the walls, in a manner little lefs flovenly than- you 
fee paltry prints in beggarly country ale-houfes- There 
has been always a fort of painting known among the 
feribes, a daubing much inferior to the worft of our i iga 
painters. Sometimes for a particular church, they get a 
number of pictures of faints, on fkins of parchment, rea
dy finifhed from Cairo, i n a ftile very little fuperior to 
thefe performances of their own. They are placed l ike 
a frize, and hung in the upper part of the wall. St. 
George is generally there with his dragon, and St. De-
metr.us fighting a lion. There is no choice in their 
faints, they are both of the Old and New Teftament, and 
thofe that might be difpenfed with from both. There is 
St. Pontius Pdate and his wife ; there is St. Balaam and 
bis afs; Samfon and his Jaw-bone; and fo of the reft. 
But the thing that furprifed M r . Bruce moft was a k ind 
of fquare-miniature upon the front of the head-piece, or 
mitre, of the prieil, adininiftring the facrament at Adowa, 
reprefenting Pharaoh on a white horfe plunging in the Red 
Sea, with many guns and piltols fwimming upon the fur-
face of it around him. 

Nothing embofied, nor in relief, ever appears in any 
of their churches; all this would be reckoned idolatry, 
fo much fo that they do not wear a crofs, as has been repre-
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fented, on thc top nf thc ball of the- fendick, or ftand-
ard, becaufe it calls a (hade ; but there is no doubt that 
pictures have been ufed in their churches from the very 
carlieft age of Chriftianity;. - • 

The articles of the faith of the Abyffinians have been 
inquired into and diculfed with fo much keennefs in the 
beginning of this century, that M r . Bruce fears he fhould 
difoblige fome of his readers were he to pafs this fubject 
without notice. 

Their firft ISifhop, Frumentius, being ordained about 
the year 335, and inftructed in the religion ofthe Greeks 
of the church of Alexandria by St; Athanafius. then fit
ting in thc chair of St. Mark, it follows that the true 
religion of the Abyffinians, which they received on their 
converfion to Chriftianity, is that of the Greek church; 
and every rite or ceremony in.thc Abyflinian church 
may be found and traced up to its origin in the Greek 
church while both of them were orthodox. Frumentius 
preferved Abyflinia untainted with herefy t i l l the day of 
his death. W e find from a letter preferved in the works 
c f Sr. Athanafius. that Conflantins, the heretical Greek 
emperor, wifhed St. Athanafius to deliver him up. which 
that patriarch refufed to do : indeed, at that time, it was 
not in his power. 
' Soon afterthis, Arlanifm, and a number of other he-
refies, each in their turn, were brought by the monks from 
Egypt, and infected the church of Abyflinia. A great 
part of thefe hereiies, in the beginning, wrere certainly 
owing to thc difference of the languages in thofe times, 
and efpecially the two words Nature and Ferft-n, than 
which no two words were evermore equivocal in eve
ry language in which they have b e d tranflated. • 

It was fettled by the firft general council-, that one 
baptifm only was necellary for the regeneration of man, 
for freeing him from the fin of our firft parents, and 
lifting him under the banner of Chrift,—•' I confefs one 
baptifm for the remiffion of fins," favs the Symbol. It 
was maintained by the Jefuits, that in Abyffinia, once 
every year, they baptifed all grown people, or adults. 
M r . Bruce here relates what he himfelf faw on the fpot. 

v . T h c fmall river, running between the town of Adowa 
and the church, had been dammed up for for feveral 
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days; the flrcam was fcanty, fo that it fcareelv over
flowed. It was in places three feet dc?p, in fome, per
haps, four, or little more. 'I nice large tents were 
pitched the morning before the feaft of the Epiphany; 
one on thc north for the priefts ro repofc in during inter
vals of the fcrvice, and befide this one to communicate 
in : on the fouth there was a third tent for the monks 
and priefts of another church to reft themfelves in their 
turn. About twelve o'clock at night, the monks and 
priefts met together, and began their prayers and pfalms 
at thc water-fide, one party relieving each other. At dawn 
of day the governor, Wellcra Michael, came thither 
with fome foldiers to raife men for Ras Michael, then 
on his march againft Waragna Fafil, and fat down on a 
fmall hi!i by the water-fide, the troops all fkirmifhing on 
foot and on horfeback around them. 

As foon as the fan began to appear, three large croffes 
of wood were carried by thtee priefts dreffed in their f:>-
cerdotal vellments, and who, coming to the fide of the 
"Ye*; dipt the crofs into thc water, and all this time the 
firing, fkirmifhing, and praying went on together. The 
priefts with the croffes returned, one of their number 
before them carrying finr.cthmg lefs than an Englifh quart' 
of water in a fiber cup or chalice ; when they were 
about fifty yards from Wclleta Michael, that general 
ftr-od.-up, arid the prieft took as much water as he could 
hold in his hands and fprinkled i f upon his head, hold
ing the cup at thc fame time to Wclleta Michael's mouth 
to taftej after which thc prieft received it back again, 
frying", at thc fame time*, " Gzicr y'barak," which is 
fimply, " May God blefs you." Each ofthe three crof-
fea were then brought forward to V.'elleta Michael, and" 
he killed them. 'Fhe ceremony of fprinkling the water 
was then repeated to all the'great men in the tent, all 
cleanly dreffed as in "ala. Some of them, not conten
ted with afperfion, received the water in the palms c f 
their'hands joined, and drank it there; more water WPS 
brought for thofe that had not partaken of thc firfl; and, 
after the whole of the governor's company was fprinkled, 
thc erodes returned to the river, their bearers fipging /•.;.'-
k/ujabt, and fkirmifhing and firing continuing. 



M r . Bruce obferved, that, a very little time after the 
governor had been fprinkled, two horfes and two mules, 
belonging to Ras Michael and Ozoro Eftehcr, came and 
were wafhed. Afterwards the foldiers went in and 
bathed their horfes and guns; thofe who had wounds 
bathed them alfo. Heaps of platters and pots, that had 
been ufed by Mahometans or Jews, were brought thi
ther likewife to be purified; and thus the whole end
ed. 

M r . Bruce faw this ceremony performed afterwards a* 
Kahha, near Gondar, in prefence of the king, who drank 
fome of the water, and was fprinkled by the priefts; 
then took the cup in his hand, and threw the reft that 
was left upon Amha Yafous, faying, " I wi l l be your 
deacon and this was thought a high compliment, the 
prieft giving him his bleffmg at the fame time, but offer
ing him no more water. 

M r . Bruce then mentions the account given of this 
by Alvarez, chaplain to the Portuguefe embaffy, under 
Don Roderigo de Lima. 

The king had invited Don Roderigo de L ima , the 
Portuguefe ambaffador, to be prefent at the celebration 
of the fcftival of the Epiphany. They went about a 
mile and a half from their former ftation, and encamped 
upon the fide of a pond which had been prepared for the 
occafion. Alvarez fays, that, in their way, they were 
Often afked by thofe they met or overtook, " Whether 
or not they were going to be baptized ?" to which the 
chaplain and his company anfwered in the negative, as 
having been already once baptized in their childhood. 
« In the night (fays he) a great number of priefts affembled 
about the pond, roaring and tinging with a view of bicf-
fmg the water. After midnight the baptifm beo-an. 
The Abuna Mark , the k ing and queen, were the'firft 
that went into the lake; they had each a piece of cotton 
cloth about their middle, which was juft fo much more 
than the reft of the people had. At the fun-riling the 
baptifm was moft thronged; after which, when Alvarez 
came, the lake was full of holy water, into which they 
had poured o i l . " 

It fhould feem- from this outfet of his narrative, that 
he was not at the l ike t i l l the ceremony was half over, 
and did not fee that benediction of the water at a l l , nor 



the curious exhibition of the K i n g , Queen, and Abuna 
and their cotton cloths. 

The Abyfhnians receive the holy facrament in both 
kinds in unleavened bread, and in the grape bruited with 
the huik together as it grows, fo that it is a kind of mar. 
inalade, and is given in a flat fpoon : whatever they may 
prerer.J, fome mixture feems neceflary to keep it from 
fermentation in the itate that it is in, unlefs the dried 
clutter is freih bruifed juft before it is ufed, for it is 
little more fluid than the common marmalade of con
fectioners; but it is perfectly the grape as it grew, brui
fed Hones and fkin together. Some means, however, 
have been ufed, as M r . Bruce fuppofes, to prevent fer
mentation, and make it keep; aud though this is con
ftantly denied, he has often thought he tailed a flavour 
that was not nrltiral to the grape itfelf. 

It is a mi flake that there is no wine in Abyflinia, for 
a quantity of excellent ftrong wine is made at Dreeda, 
fouth weft from Gondar, about thirty miles, which 
would more than fupply the quantity nccellary for the 
celebration of the cucharift in all Abyflinia twenty times 
over. The people themfelves are not fond of wine, 
and plant thc vine in one place only ; and in this they 
have been imitated by the Egyptians, their colony ; but 
a fmall black grape, of an excellent flavour, grows 
plentifully wi ld in every wood in Tigre. 

Large pieces of bread are given to the communicants 
in proportion to their quality; and M r . Bruce has feen 
great men, who, though they opened their mouths as 
wide as conveniently a man can do, yet from the re-
fpe£t thc prieft bore him, fuch a portion of the loaf 
was put into his mouth that water ran from his eyes, 
from the incapacity of chewing it, which, however, he 
does as indecently, and with full as much noife, as he 
cats at table. 

After receiving the facrament of the cucharift in both 
kinds, a pitcher of water is brought, of which the com
municant drinks a large draught; and well he needs it to 
wafli down the quant fy of bread he has juft fwallowed. 
He then retires from the fteps ofthe inner dlyifion upon 
whtch the adnunitlcring prieft thuds, and, turning Ids 

face 



face to the wall of r*.e church, in private faj-s fome 
prayer with feeming decency and attention. 

The Romanifts doubt of the validity of the Abyflini
an confecration of the elemtnts, becaufe in their liturgy 
it is plainly faid. Lord put thy hand upon this cup, 
and blefs it. and fanclify it, and purify it, that in it 
may be made thy holy blood ; " and of the bread they 
fay, " Blefs this faucer, or plate, that in it may be 
made thy holy body." A nd in their prayer they fay, 
** Change this bread that it may be made thy pure bod)', 
which, is joined with this cup of thy precious blood." 
The JefuitS dcubt ofthe validity of this confecration, 
becaufe it is fa I J , " this Speed is my body," and over 
the wine, " this cup is my blood ; " whereas, to operate 
a true tranfuhftantiation, they fhould fay over fhe bread, 
*' this is my body." 
' M r . Bruce fniibes this fubject by an anecdote that 

happened a few month* before his coming into Abyflinia-, 
as it was accidentally told him by the prieft of Adowa 
the very day c f the Epiphany, and which Janni vouch : 

cd to be true, and to have feen. 
The Sunday before Ras Michael's departure for Gon

dar from Adowa, lie went to church in great pomp, and-
fhere received the facramenr. There happened to be 
fuch a crowd to fee him, that thc wine, part of the con-
fecrated elements, was thrown down and fpilt upon the 
fteps whereon 'he communicants flood at receiving. 
Scme'ftraw or hay was inftantly gathered and fprinkled 
upon it to cover it, and the communicants continued 
the f-rvice t i l l the end, treading that grafs under foot. 

This giving great .offence to Janni, and fome few 
priefts that lived with him, it was told Michael, who, 
without explaining himfelf, faid only, ** As to the fact 
of throwing the hay, they are a parcel of hogs, and 
know no better." Thefe few words had ftuck in the 
ftomachofthe prieft of Adowa who, with great fecrc-
cy, and as a mark of friendfhip. begged M r . Bruce 
would give him hb opinion what he fhould' have done, 
or rather, what would have been done in his country ? 
M r . Bruce told him, that the anfwer to his queftion de
pended upon two things, which, being knowm, bis dif
ficulties would very eafily be fblved. *• I f you do be
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lievc that thc wine fpilt by the mob upon the fleps, and 
trodden underfoot afterwards, was really the blood of 
Jefus Chrift, then you was guilty of a moft horrid crime 
and you fhould cry upon the mountains to cover you ; 
and ages of atonement are not fuflicient to expiate i t . 
You fhould, in thc mean time, have railed the place 
round with iron, or built it round with ftone, that no 
foot, or any thing elfe but the dew of heaven, could 
have fallen upon it, or you fhould have brought in the 
river upon the place that would have wafhed it all to 
the fea, and covered it ever after from faerile-gious pro
fanation. But if, on the contrary, you believe, (as 
many Chriftian churches do) that the wine (notvlth-
ftanding ccnlecration) remained in the cup nothing more 
than wine, but was only the fymbol, or type, c f Chrift's 
blood of .the New Taifament, then the (pilling it upon 
the fteps, and the Heading upon it afterwards, having 
been merely accidental, and out of your power to pre
vent, being fo far from your wifh that you are heartily 
lorry that it happened, I do not reckon that you are fur
ther liable in the crime of facrilege, thai i f the wine had 
not been confecrated at al l . You are to humble your
felf, and fincerely regret that fo irreverent an accident 
happened in your hands, and in your time; but as you 
d:d not intend it, and o u l d not prevent it, the confe-
quehoe of an accident, where ina tentioa is exceedingly 
culpable, w i l l be imputed to you, an i nothing fur
ther." 

'j he prieft declared to M r . Brace, with the greatn'efs 
earncftnefs, that he never did believe that the elements 
th the euchauft were converted by confecration into the 
real bodv and blood of Chritt. He faid, however, that 
he believed this to be the Roman Catholic faith, but it 
never was h is ; and that he conceived the br. ad was 
bread, and the wine W as wine, even after confecration. 
From thirexmrnpie, winch occurred merely accidentally, 
and was not the fruit of interrogation or curiofity, it 
appears to ?vlr. Bruce, whatever the jefuits fay, fome at 
leaft anion* the Abvuinians do net believe the real pre. 
fence in tne eucharill j but further our traveller is not 
eaougb in formed to gi\e a pofitive opinion. 



The Abyffinians are not all agreed about the ftate of 
fouls before the refurrection of the body. The opinion 
which generally prevails is, that there is no third flate ; 
but that, after the example of the thief, the fouls of 
good men enjoy the beatific vifion immediately upon 
thc feparation from the body. But their practice and 
books both contradict this; for, as often as any perfon 
dies, alms are given, and prayers are offered for the 
fouls of thofe departed, which would be vain did they 
believe they were already in the pretence of G o d , and in, 
poflbffion of thc greateft hiif3 poffible, wanting nothing 
to compleat i t . 

Thecircumcifion of the Abyffinians is performed wi th 
a fharp knife, or razor. There is no laceration with the 
rails, no formula or repetition of words, nor any rel i
gious ceremony at the time of the operation, nor is it 
cone at any particular age, and generally it is a woman 
that is the furgeon. The Falafha fay, they perform i t 
fometimes with the edge of a fharp ftone, fome
times with a knife or razor, and at other times with) 
the nails of their fingers; and for this purpofe they have 
the nails of their little fingers of an immoderate length: 
at the time of the operation the prieft chants a hymn, off 
verfe, importing, ** Bleffed art thou, O Lord , who 
halt ordained circumcifion I" This is performed on the 
eight day, and is a religious rite, according to the firft 
inititution by God to Abraham. 

A l l the inhabitants of the globe agree in confidcring i t 
fharneful to cxpofe the private part of their body, even 
to men ; and in the eaft, where, from climate, you are 
allowed, and from refpect to your fuperiors, the genera
lity of men are forced to go naked, all agree in covering 
their waift, which is called their naktdnefst though it is. 
really the only part of their body that is covered. 

Circumcifion having no natural caufe or advantage, 
being in itfelf repugnant to man's nature,, and extremely 
painful, i f not dangerous, it could never originate i n 
man's mind wantonly and out of free-will. It might 
have done fo indeed from imitation, but wi th Abraham 
it had a caufe, as G o d was to make his private family i n 
a few years numerous, l ike the fands of the fea. T h i s 
mark, which fepaxated them from all the world, was an 



eafy way to ihew whether the promife was fulfilled or 
not. They were going to take poffeflioa of a fend where 
circumciiion was not known, and this fliewed them tlicir 
enemy difiinct from their own people'. 

There is another ceremony, which regards the women 
alfo, and which M r . Bruce calls inajzui. T his is an 
ufage frequent, and ftill retained among the Jews, though 
P'jfitivcly prohibited by the law : " Thou fhalt not cut 
thy face for the fake of, or on account of the dead." 
As foofl as a near relation dies in Abyffinia, a brother 
or parent, coufin-german or lover, every woman in that 
relation, with the nail of her 1 ttle finger, which fhe 
leaves long on purpofe, cuts the (kin of both her temples, 
about the fize of a fixpence; and therefore you fee either 
a wound or a fear in every fair face in Abyflinia ; and 
in the dry feafon, when the camp is out, from the lols of 
friends, they feldom have liberty to heal tilJ peace, and the 
army return with the rains. 

The Abyflimans, like the ancient Egyptians, their firft 
colony, in computing their time, have continued the 
ufe of the folar year. Diodorus Siculus fays, '« They 
do not reckon their time by the moon, but ac-.ording 
to the fun ; that thirty day* cenftitute their month, to 
Vfhich they add five day* and the fourth part of a day, and 
this completes their year.'' 

It is uncertain whence they derived the names of their 
months ; they have no nullification in any of the lan
guages of Abyflima. The name of the firft month among 
the old Egyptians has continued to this day. It is Tot , 
probably To called from the firft divifion of time among 
the Egyptians, from ohfervation of the helaical rifing of 
the dog'-Har. The names of the months retained in Abyf
finia arc poflihly in antiquity prior to this ; they are pro
bably thofe given them by thc Cufhite, before the K a -
lendars at Thebes and Meroe, their colony, were 
formed. 

The Abyflinians have another way of defcribing time 
peculiar to themfelves ; they read the whole of the four 
evangelifts every year in their churches. They begin 
with Matthew, then proceed to Mark , Luke , and John, 
in order ; and when they fpeak of an event, they write 
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and fay it happened in the days of Matthew, that is, in 
the firft quarter of the year, while the gofpel of St. 
Matthew was yet reading in thc churches. 1'hey com
pute the time of the day in a very arbitrary, irregular 
manner. The twilight is very fhort, almoft impercep
tible, and was ftill more fo when the court was removed 
farther to the fouthward in Shoa. As foon as the fun 
falls below the horizon, night comes on, and all thc ftars 
appear. This term, then, the twilight, they choofc 
for the beginning of their day, and call it Nagge, which 
is the very time the twilight of the morning lalls. The 
fame is obferved at night, and Mefet is meant to fignify 
thc inftant of beginning the twilight, between the fun's 
falling below the horizon and the ltars' appearing. M i d 
day is by them called Kaitr, a very old word, which 
fignifieo ciihnina'dm, or a thing's being arrived or placed 
at the middle or higheft part of an arch. A l l the reft of 
times, in converfation, they defcribe by pointing at the 
place in the heavens where the fun then was, When what 
they are defcribing happened. 

, M r . Bruce concludes what further he has to fay on 
this fubjeft, by obfen ing, that nothing can be more in
accurate than all Abyffinian calculations. Befides their 
abfolute ignorance in arirhmetic, their exceflive idlencfs 
and averfion to ffudy, and a number of fanciful, whim-
fical combinations, by which every particular fcribe or 
monk diflinguifhcs himfelf, there are obvious reafons 
why there fhould be a variation between their chronclogy 
and ours. The beginning of our years are different ; 
ours begin on the ift of January, and theirs on thc iff. 
day of September, fo that there are S months difference 
between us. I h c laft day of Auguft may be the year 
r 7 8 0 v/ith us, and 1779 only with the Abyllinians. And 
in the reign of their kings, they very feidom mention 
either month or day beyend an even number cf years. 
Suppofing, then, it is known that the reign of ten kings 
extended from fuch to fuch a petiod, where all the months 
and days are comprehended, when we come to aflign to 
each of thefe an equal number of years, without the cor-
refpundent months and days, it Is plain that, when all 
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thefe feparate reigns come to lie added together, thc one 
fum-total wi l l not agree with the other, but w i l l be more 
or lefs than the jult time which that prince reigned. 
T h i s , indeed, as errors compenfate full as frequently as 
they accumulate, wil l feldom amount to a difference 
above three years ; a fpace of time too trivial to be of 
any confequence i n the hiftory of barbarous nations. 

T R A V E L S 



T R A V E L S 

T O D I S C O V E R 

The S O U R C E of the N I L E . 

B O O K V I . 

Fhjl Attempt to difiover the Source of ike Kile frufiraU 
eJ, A fuccefsful Journey thitlur, ivilh a full Account 
ef every Thing relating to that celebrated River. 

ON E day. when M r . Bruce was at court, he met Tecla 
Mariam, the King'sfecretary, who takinghim by the 

hand, faid, with a laughing countenance," O ho, I wifh 
you joy ; this is like a man ; you are now no llranger 
but one of us ; why was not you at court ?" M r . Bruce 
faid he had no parricular bnfinefs there, but that he 
came thither to fee Ayto Confu, that lie might fpeak in 
favour of Yafine to get him appointed deputy of Ras el 
feci . , *' W h y don't you appoint h'm yourfelf ? (fays 
he) what has Confu to do wi th the affair now ? You 
don't intend always to be in leading firings ? You may 
thank the king for yourfelf, but I would never advife? 
you to fpeak one word of Yafine to him ; it is not the 
csiftom ; you may, i f you pleafe, to Confu, he knows 
him already. H i s cftate lies all around you. and he w i l l 
enforce your orders, i f there fhould be any need." 

*« Pardon me, Tecla Mariam, (faid M r . Bruce) i f I 
do not underfland you. I came here to folicit for Y a 
fine, that Confu or his fucceffor would appoint him their 
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deputy*; and you anfwer that you advife me to ap
point him myfelf." «' A n d fo I do, (replied Tecla M a 
riam). Who is to appoint him but vou ? You arc eo-
vernor of Ras el heel ; are you not?" M r . Bruce flood 
motionlefs with aftonifhment. " It is no great affair 
(faid he) and I hope you will never fee it. It is a hot, 
unwholefome country, full of Mahometans; but its gold 
i ^ as good as any Chriftian gold whatever. I v i l l i it 
had been Begemder with all &f heart, but there is a 
good time coming." 

M r . Bruce, after having recovered himfelf a little from 
his furprife, went to Ayto Confu to kifs his hand as his 
fupcrior, but this he would by no means fuffer him to 
do. A great dinner was provided them by fhe Iteghe; 
and Yafine being fent for. was appointed, clonthed. that 
is inverted, and ordered imrnediatelv to Ras el Fed to Ins 
government, to makepeace wi th the Davcina, and bring 
all the horfes he could get with him from thence, or 
from Atbara. The having thus provided for Valine, and 
fecured, as he thought, a retreat to Sennaar for himfelf, 
gave him the firfl real pleafuie that he had received fince 
Ins landing at Mafuah; and that day, feeing himfelf in 
company with all his friends, and the hopes of this coun
try, for the firft time fince his arrival in Abyffinia, he 
abandoned himfelf to joy . 

His conftitution was, however, too much weakened 
to bear any excefles. The day .titer, when he went home 
t;» Emfras, he found himfelf attacked with a flow fever, 
and, thinking that it was the prelude of an ague, with 
which he was often tormented, he fell to taking bark, 
without any remiffion, or, where thc rcmifiion was very 
obfeure, he fhut himfelf up in the houfe, upon his con
ftant regimen of boiled rice, with abundant draughts of 
cold water. 

At this time a piece of bad news was circulated at 
Gondar, that Kafmati Boro, whom the Ras had left 
governor at Damot, had been beaten by Fafil, and oblig
ed to retire to his own country in Gojam, to Stadis A m -
ha, near thc palfage of the Ni le , at Mine • and that 
Fafil. with a much larger army of Galla than that he-
bad brought to Fagitta, had taken pofleffion of Burc, thc 
ufual place of his rclidcncc. This being privately talk-
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cd of as true, M r . Bruce afked Kcda Yafous in confidence 
what he knew of it. Upon its being confirmed, he could 
not difguife his forrow, as he was convinced that unex
pected turn of affairs would bean invincible obfiacle to his 
reaching thc fourcc of thc Ni le . " You are miftaken, 
(fays Kcfla Yafous) it is the heft thing that could hap
pen to you. W h y you defire to fee thofe places 1 do 
not know ; but this I am fure of, you never wi l l arrive 
there with any degree of fafcty while Fafil commands. 
He is as perfect a Galla as ever forded thc N i l e ; he 
has neither word, nor oath, nor faith that can bind ; he 
does mifchief for mifchief's fake, and then laughs at i t . " 

After Fafil's defeat at Fagitta, and the affront he re
ceived at AlToa in the heart of his own country, he had 
continued his route to Bare, a diflrict of the Agows, 
where was his conftant rcfidence. After this he had 
croifed the Nile into the country of Bizamo, and Boro 
de Gag;o had taken up his refidence at Bure, when M i 
chael returned to Gondar; but no fooner had he heard, 
of his arrival in thofe parts, than he marched'with a 
number of horfe, and forced his rival to retire to 
Gojam. 

A very obflinate battle was fought at Banja, in which 
the Agows were entirely defeated by Fafil, feven of their 
chiefs ki l led, all men of great confequence, among whom 
was Ayamico, a very near relation of the king. The 
news were firft brought by a fon of Nanna Georgis, 
chief of the Agows, who efcaped from the battle. M i 
chael was at dinner, and M r . Bruce was prefent. It 
was one of his caroufals for the marriage of Powulfen, 
wdien young Georgis came into the room, in a torn 
and dirty habit, unattended, and almoft unperceived, 
and prefented himfelf at the foot of thc table. Michael 
had then in his hand a cup of gold, it being the exclufive 
privilege of the governor of the province of Tigre to 
drink out of fuch a cup; it was full of wine; before a 
word was fpoken, and, upon the firft appearance of the 
man, he threw the cup and wine upon the ground, and 
cried out, " I am guilty of the death of thefe people.'' 
Every one arofe, the table was removed, and Georgis 
told his misfortune, .that Nanna Georgis his father, 
Zesgarri Georgis, the next in rank among them, Aya 
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mico the king's relation, and four other chiefs, were 
flam at Banja, and their race nearly extirpated by a vic
tory gained with much bloodfhed, and after cruelly 
purfned in retaliation For that of Fagir'ta. 

A council was immediately called, where it was refol
ved, that, though the rainv feafon was at band, the 
mmofl expedition mould be made to take the field; that 
Gufho and Fowuffen fhould return to their provinces, 
•and increafe their army to the utmoft of their power; 
•that the king mould take the low road by Foggora and 
Dara, fheie to join the troops of Begemder and Amhara, 
crofs the Ni le at the mouth of the lake, above thfc fe
cond cataract, as it is called, and march thence ftraight 
to l!;.re, which, by fpeedy marches, might be done in 
five or fix days. No refolution was ever embraced with 
more alacritv ; the caufe ofthe Agows was the caufe of 
Gondar, or famine would clfe immediately follow. The 
king's troops and thofe of Michael were all ready, and 
had juft refrefhed themfelves by a u ecR's fertivity. 

Gufho and Powuffen, after having fwom to Michael 
that they never would return without Fafil'S head, de
camped next morning with very different indentions in 
their hearts; for no fooner had they reached Begemder 
than they entered into a cor?(piracy in form againft M i 
chael, which they had long meditated ; they had refol
ved to make peace with Fafil, and fwear with him a 
folcmn league, that rhcy were but to have one caufe, 
one council, and one intcreft, till they had deprived M i 
chael of his life and dignity. 

A l l this time M r . Bruce found himfelf declining in 
health, to which thc irregularities of the hft week had 
great Iv contributed. The king and Ras had fufficiently 
provided tents and conveniences for him, yet he wanted 
to conftrudr. for himfelf a tent, with a large flit in the 
roof, that he might have an opportunity of taking ob
fervations with his quadrant, without being inquieted 
by troublcfome or curious vifitors. He therefore ob
tained leave from the king to go to Emfras, a town 
about twenty miles fouth from Gondar, where a number 
Of Mahometan tent-makers lived. Gufho had a houfe 
there, and a pleafant garden, which he very wi l l ingly 
gave M r . Bruce the ufe of, with this advice, however, 
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-which at the time he did not underfhnd, rather to go 
on to Amhara with him, for he would there fooncr re
cover his health, and be more in quiet, than with the 
K i n g or Michael. As the king was to pafs immediately 
under this town, and as moft o f thofe that loaded and 
undloaded his tents and baggage were Mahometans, and 
lived at Emfras, he could not be better fituated, or 
more at his liberty and eafe than there. 

After having taken his leave o f the king and the Ras, 
he paid the fame compliment to the Iteghe at Kofcam! 
That excellent princefs endeavoured much to difluade 
M r . Bruce from leaving Gondar. She treated the 
intention of going to the fource of the N i l e as a fan-
taftical folly, unworthy of any man of fenfe or under-
ftanding, and very earneftly advifed him to flay under her 
protection at Kofcam, t i l l he faw whether Ras Michael 
and the king would return, and then take the firfl: good 
opportunity of returning to his own country through 
' l lg re , the way that he came, before any evil fhould 
overtake him. 

M r . Bruce excufed himfelf the belt he could. It was 
not eafy to do it with any degree of conviction, to peo
ple utterly unlearned, and who knew nothing of the 
prejudice of ages in favour of the attempt he was en
gaged in . He therefore turned the difcourfc to pro-
ieflions of gratitude for benefits that he had every day 
received from her, and for the very great honour that 
die then did him, when fhe condefcended to teftify her 
anxiety concerning the fate of a poor unknown traveller 
like him, who could not poflibly have any merit but 
what arofe from her own gracious and generous fenti-
ments, and univerfal charity, that extended to every ob
ject in proportion as they were helplefs. 

Gondar, the metropolis of Abyflinia, is fituated upon 
a hill of confiderable height, the top of it nearly plain, 
on which the town is placed. It confifts of about ten 
thoufand families i n times o f peace; the houfes are 
chiefly of clay, the roofs thatched i n the form of cones, 
which is always the conftruction within the tropical 
rains. O n the weft end ofthe town is the king's houfe, 
formerley a ftruclure o f confiderable confequence; it was 
A fquare building, flanked with fquare towers; it was 

formerly 



formerly four (lories high, and, from the top of i t , had 
a magnificent view of all the country fouthward to the 
lake Tzana. Great part of this houfe is now in ruins, 
having been burnt at different times; but there is (till 
ample lodging in the two lowed floors of i t , the au
dience-chamber being above one hundred and twenty-
feet long. 

Gondar, by a number of obfervations of the fun and 
flats made by day and night, in the courfe of three years, 
with an aftronomical quadrant of three feet radius, and 
two excellent telefcopes, and by a mean of all their 
fmall differences, is in lat. 1 2 0 3 4 ' 3 0 " ; and by many 
obfervations, M r . Bruce concluded its longitude to be 
37° 33 o'eafl from the meridian of Greenwich. 

O n the 4.1I1 of Apr i l 1770, at eight o'clock in the 
morning, M r . Bruce fet out from Gondar, and the 
aext day he arrived at Emfras, after a very pleafant, 
though not interefting excurfion. The town is fi
tuated on a fteep h i l l , and the way up to it is almoft 
perpendicular like the afcent of a ladder. The houfes 
are all placed about the middle of the h i l l , fronting the 
weft, in number about 3 0 0 . Above thefe houfes are 
gardens, or rather fields, full of trees and bufhes, with
out any fort of order, up to the very top. Emfras com
mands a view of the whole lake of Tzana, and part of 
the country on the other fide. It was once a royal refi-
dence. On a fmall hi l l is a houfe of Hatze Hannes, i n 
form of a fquare tower, now going fail to ruin. Emfras 
is in hit. 1 2 0 1 2 ' a n d long. 3 7 0 3 8 ' 3 0 " E . of the 
meridian of Greenwich. 

The lake of Tzana is much the largeft expanfe of wa
ter known in that country. Its extent, however, has 
been greatly exaggarated. Its greateft breadth is 35 
miles; but it decreafes greatly at each extremity, where 
it is not fometimes above ten miles broad. Its greateft 
length is 49 miles from north to fouth, and which extent 
this lake has in length. In the dry men hs, from Octo
ber to March, the lake (brinks greatly in fize ; but after 
that all thole rivers arc full which are on every fide of it, 
and fall into the lake, like radii drawn to a center, then 
it fwells, and extends itfelf into the plain country, and 
has of courfe a much larger furface. 



O n the 1 2th of May our travellers heard the king had 
marched to Tedda, and on the 15 th, they heard the king's 
kettle-drums. Forty-five of thefe inftruments conftantly 
go before him, beating all the way while he is on his 
march. The Mahometan town near the water was plun
dered in a minute ; b u t the inhabitants had lon^ before 
removed every thing valuable. 

O n thc t4th, at day-break, M r . Bruce mounted bis 
horfe, w i t h a l l his men-feivants, leaving the women-
fervants a n d an o l d m a n to take care of the houfe. It 
w a s verv unfafe to travel i n i n c h company at fuch an 
hour. Early as it was, the k i n g was tfcen in c o u n c i l , 
and Ras Michael , who had his advifers aflembled alfo in 
h i s tent, had juft left it to go to the k i n g ' s . '1 here was 
about 500 yards between their tents, and a free avenue is 
conifantly left, in which it is a c r ime to ftand, or even 
to crofs, unlefs for meffengers ferit from the one to the 
other. 

M r . Bruce now took the advantage to pay a vifi* to 
the great cataract of Alata. The firft thing our traveller 
was fhewn was the bridge, which confifts of one arch of 
about twenty-five feet bread. Fragments of the parapets 
remained, and the bridge itfelf fecmed to bear the appear
ance of frequent repairs, and many attempts to ruin it ; 
otherwife, in its conftruclion, it was exceedingly com
modious. The Ni le here is confined between two recks, 
and runs in a deep trough, with great roaring and im
petuous velocity. They were told no crocodiles were 
ever feen fo high, and were obliged to remount the 
ftream above half a mile before they came to the <*&tanicT», 
through trees and bulhes of a beautiful and delightful 
appearance. 

The cataract itfelf was the mcft magnificent fight that 
M r . Bruce ever beheld. The height has been rather ex
aggerated. Thc miffionaries fay the fall is about fixtccn 
elis, or fifty feet. Thc meafuring is, indeed, very 
difficult; but, by the polition of long fticks, and poles' 
of different lengths, at different heights of the reck, 
from the water's edge, M r . Bruce thinks he may venture' 
to fay that it is' nearer forty feet than any other mca-
fure. The river had been confiderably incrcafed b y 
rains, and fell i n one (best of water, without any inter
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"al , above h a , r an Englifh mile in breadth, with a 
rce and noifr that was truly terrible, and which ftunned 

made'nim. ror a time, perfectly dizzy. A thick 
fnrne, or haze, covered the fall all round, and hung 

• the courfe of the ftream both above and below, 
mar king its track, though the water was not feen. T h c 
r i v r , though fwdled with rain, preferved its natural 
clearnei" i and fell, as far as he could difcer;;, into a deep 
pool, or bafon, in the folid rock, which was full , and in 
twenty different eddies to the very foot of the precipice, 
the ftream, when it fell, feeming part of it to run bark 
with great fury upon the rock, as well as furward in the 
line of its courfe, raifing a wave, or violent ebullition, by 
ehailhigagainft each other. 

Jerome Lobo pretends, that he has fat under the 
curve, or arch, made by the projectile force of the wat:r 
rulhing over the precipice. H e fays he fat calmly at the 
foot of it, and looking through the curve o f the ftream, 
as it was falling, faw a number of rainbows of incon
ceivable beauty in this extraordinary prifm. This how
ever M r . Bruce, without hcfitation, avers to be a down
right falfehood. A deep pool of water, reaches to the 
very foot of the rock, and is in perpetual agitation. 
N o w , allowing that there was a feat, or bench, which 
there is not, in the middle of the pool, it is abfolutely im-
poiTible, by any exertion of human ftrengtli, to have ar
rived at it. Although a very robuft man, in the prime 
and vigour of life, and a hardy, practifed, indefatigable 
Lvimmcr, M r . Bruce is perfectly confident he could not 
have got to that feat from the fhore through the 
quLtett part of that baft n. It was a moft magnificent 
fight, that ages, added to the greateft length of human 
life, would not deface or eradicate from M r . Bruce's me
mory ; it ftruck him with a kind of fiupor, and a total 
obi ivion of where he was, and of every other fublunary 
concern. It was one ofthe moft magnificent, ftupendous 
fights in thc creation, though degraded and vilified by 
tne lies of a groveling, fanatic peafant. 

On the 2 2d of May our tiavellers were all equally de-
firous to refumc their journey. They fet out accord
ingly at fix o'clock in the morning, afcending fome hills 
covered with trees and fhrubs of incxprcfiible beauty, 
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and many of extraordinary fragrance. They continued 
afcending about three miles, t i l l they came to the top of 
the ridge within fight of the lake. As they rofc, the 
hills became more bare and lefs beautiful. 

After M r . Bruce had paffed the Nile , he found him
felf more than ordinarily deprcffed; his fpirits were funk 
almoft to a degree of defpondency, and yet nothing had 
happenned fince that period more than was expected 
before. This difagreeable fituation of mind continued 
at night while he was in bed. The rafhnefs and impru
dence with which he had engaged himfelf in fo many 
dangers without any neceffity for fo doing; the little 
profpect of his being ever able to extricate himfelf out of 
them, or, even i f he loft his life, of the account being 
conveyed to his friends at home ; the great and unrea-
fonablc prefumption which had led him to think that, 
titter every one that had attempted this voyage had naif-
carried in it, he was thc only perfon that was to fucceed : 
all thefe reflections upon his mind, when relaxed, dozing, 
and half oppreifed with fleep, filled his imagination with 
what he had heard other people call the horrors, the moft 
difagreeable fenfation he ever was confeious of, and 
which he then felt for the firft time. Impatient c f fuf-
fciing any longer, he leaped out of bed, and went to the 
door of the tent, where the outward air perfectly awaken
ed him, and reflored bis ftrengtli and courage. A l l was 
ftill, and at a diftance he faw feveral bright fires, but 
lower dovn , and more to the right than he expected, 
which made him think he was miltakcn in the fituation 
o f Karcagna. It was then near four in the morning of 
the 25th. He called upon his companions, happily bu
ried in deep fleep, as he was defirous, if poiTible, to join 
the king that day. They accordingly were three or four 
miles from Dcrdera when the fun rofe ; there had been 
little rain that night, and they found very few torrents 
cn their way ; but it was flippery, and uneafy walking, 
the rich foil being trodden into a confiftence like 
pafle. 

A little before nine they heard a gun fired, which gave 
them fome joy, as the army feemed not to be far off; a 
few minutes after, they heard feveral dropping fhots, 
and, in lefs than a quarter of an hour's time, a general 
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firing began from right to left, which ceafed for an in 
ftant, and then was heard again as fmart as ever, about 
the occafion of which they were divided in opinion. 
Thc firing continued much in the fame way, rather 
flacker, but apparently advancing nearer them ; a fure 
fign that their army was beaten and retreating. They, 
theiefore, made themfelves ready, and mounted on horfe
back, that they might join them. Yet it was a thing 
appeared to them fearceiy poffible, that Fafil fhould beat 
Ras Michael fo eafily, and with fo fhort a refiftance. 

They had not gone far in the plain before they had a 
fight of the enemy, to their very great furprife and no 
finall comfort. A multitude of deer, buffaloes, boars, 
and various other wi ld beafls, had been alarmed by the 
noife and daily advancing of the atmy, and gradually 
driven before them. The country was all overgrown 
with wild oats, a great many of the villages having been 
burnt the year before the inhabitants had abandoned 
them ; in this lhelter the wild beafls had taken up their 
abodes in very great numbers. When the army pointed 
towards Karcagna to the left, the filence and folituuc 
on the oppofite fide made them turn to the right to where 
the Nile makes a femi-circle, the Jemma being behind 
them, and much overflowed. When the army, therefore, 
inilead of marching fouth and by eall towards Samieen, 
had turned their courfe north-weft, their faces towards 
Condar, they had fallen in with thefe innumerable herds 
of deer and other hearts, who, confined between the Ni le , 
the Jemma, and the lake, had no way to return but that 
by which thev had come. Thefe animals, finding men 
in every direct ion in which they attempted to pafs, be
came defperate wdth fear, and, not knowing what courfe 
to take, fell a prey to the troops. The foldiers, hap
py in an occalion of procuring animal food, prefently fell 
to firing wherc\er thc bealfs appeared; every loaded 
gun was difcharged upon them, and this continued for 
very near an hour. 

A numerous flock of the largeft deer met them jufVin 
thc face, and feemed fo defperate, that they had every ap
pearance of running them down ; and part of them forced 
themfelves through, regardlefs of" our travellers, whilft 
others turned fouth to cfcape acrofs the plain. 



The king and Ras Michael were in the molt violent 
agitation of mind; though the caufe was before their 
eyes, yet the word went about that Woodage Afahel had 
attacked the army ; and this cccalionod a great panic 
and diforder, for everybody was convinced with reafon 
that he was not far oif. The firing, however, continued, 
the balls flew about in every dire6llon, fome few were 
kil led, and many people and horfes were hurt ; ftill they 
fired, snd Ras Michael, at the door of his tent, crying, 
threatening, and tearing his grey locks, found, for a few 
minutes, the army was not under his command. A t this 
inftant, Kafmati Netcho, whole Fit-^uraris had fallen 
back on his front, ordered his kettle drums, to be beat 
before he arrived in the king's prefence ; and this being 
heard, without it being known generally who they were, 
occafioned another panic. The king ordered his tent to 
be pitched, his ftandard to be fet up, his drums to beat, 
(the iignal for encamping) and the firing immediately 
cgafed. But it was a long while before all the army 
could believe that' Woodage Afahel had not been en* 
gaged with fome part of it that day. M r . Bruce coming 
tip with the army, he afked one of the generals, v. hither 
they were now marching? He faid, that, as foonas the 
news of the confpiracy were known, a council was held, 
where it. was the general opinion they fhould proceed 
brifkly forward, and attack Fafil alone at Bure, then 
turn to Gondar, to meet the other two ; but then they had 
it upon the very beft authority that great rains had fallen 
to the fouthward ; that the rivers, which were fo frequent 
in thatpart ofthe country,were moftly impaffable, fo there 
would be great danger in meeting Fafil with an army 
fpent and fatigued with the difficulty of the roads. It 
was therefore determined, and the Ras was decidedly of 
that opinion, that they fhould keep their army entire for 
a better day, and immediately crofs thc Ni le , and march 
back to Gondar; that they had accordingly wheeled 
about, and that day was the firft of their proceeding, 
which had been interrupted by the accident of the firing; 
M r . Bruce then waited upon the king, and ftaid a confi
derable time with him. 

O n the 26th of May, early in the morning, the army 
marched towards kthe N i l e , In the afternoon they en
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camped, between two and three, on the banks of thc 
river Coga. 

Next morning, the 27th , they left the river Coga, 
marching down upon the N i l e , and paffed the church of 
Mariam Net, as they call the church of St. Anne. 
Here the fup-rioi, attem'el by about fifty of his 
monks, came in proccffion to welcome Ras Michae l ; 
but be, it feems, had received fome intelligence of i l l -
offices the people of this quarter had done to the Agows 
by I afil's direction ; he therefore ordered the church to 
be plundered, and took the fuperior, and two of the lead
ing men of the monks, away With him to Gondar; fe
veral of the others were killed and wounded, without 
provocation, by the foldiers, and the reft difpeifed through 
the country. 

They arrived about four on the banks of the Ni le , and 
took polled ion in a line o f about 6 0 0 yards of ground. 
From the time they decamped from Coga, it poured in -
crlfantly the moft continued rain they ever had yet feen, 
violent claps of thunder followed clofe one upon another, 
almoft without interval, accompanied with flieets of light
ning, which ran on the ground like water; the day was 
more than commonly dark, as in an eclipfc, and every 
hollow, or foot-path, collected a quantity of rain, which 
fell into the Ni le in torrents. 

The Abyffinian armies pafs thc Ni le at all feafons. 
It rolls with it no trees, ftones, nor impediments; 
vet the fight of fuch a monftrous mafs of water terrified 
M r . Bruce, and made him think the iuea of crofling 
would be laid aiidc. It was plain in the face of every 
one, that they gave themfiIves over for loft; an univer
fal dejection had taken place, and it was but too vihble 
that the army was defeated by the weather, without hav
ing feen an enemv. The Greeks crowded around M r . 
Bruce all forlorn and defpairing, curfing the .hour they 
had firft entered that country, and following thefe curfes 
with fervent prayers, where fear held the place Of devo
tion. A cold and brilk gale now fprung up,at N . W . 
with a clear fun; and foon after four, when the army ar
rived on the banks of the N i l e , thefe temporary' tor
rents were all fubfided, the fun was hot, and the ground 
again beginning to become dry. 



Netcho, Ras Michael's Fit-Auraris, with about 4 0 0 
men, had palTed in the morning, and had fent back word 
to the king, that his men had paffed fwimming, and with 
very great difficulty > that he doubted whether the horfes, 
or loaded mules, could crofs at any rate ; but i f it were 
refolved to make the trial, they fhould do it immediate
l y , without flaying t i l l the increafe of the river. H e 
faid both banks were compofed of black earth, flippery 
and miry, which would become more fo when horfes had 
puddled i t ; he advifed, above a l l , the turning to the 
right immediately after coming afhorc, in the direction 
i n which he had fixed poles, as the earth there was hard 
and firm, befides having the advantage of fome round 
ftones, which hindered the beafls from flipping or fink
ing. Inftead, therefore, of refling there that night, it 
was refolved that the horfe fhould crofs immediately. 

The firft who paffed was a young man a relation 
of the k i n g , brother to Ayamico, killed at the battle o f 
Banja; he walked in with great caution, marking a track 
for the king to pafs. He had gone upon rather folid 
ground, about twice the length of bis horfe, when he 
rUmgcd out of his depth, and fwam to the other fide. 
The king followed him immediately with a great degree of 
hafie, Has Michael calling to him to proceed with cau
tion,but without fuccefs. Afterwards came thc old Rap 
on his mule, wdth feveral of his friends fwimming both 
with and without their horfes on each fide of him, in a 
manner truly wonderful. He feemed to have loft his 
acenftomed calmnefs, and appeared a good deal agitated ; 
forbade, upon pain of death, any one to follow him d i -
direclly, or to fwirn over, or, as their cuftom is, hold
ing their mules by the tail. As foon as thefe were 
fafelv afhore, the king's houfehold and black troops, 
and M r . Bruce with them, advanced cautioufly into the 
river, and fwam happily over, i n a deep ftream of rcd-
difh-coloured water which ran without violence almoft 
upon a level. Each horfeman bad a mule in his hand* 
which fwam after him, or by his fide, with his coat c f mail 
and head-piece tied upon it. It is impoffible to defcribc 
the confufion that followed ; night was hard upon them, 
-and, -though it increafed their lofs, it in great meafure 
concealed i t ; a thoufand men had not yet paffed, 
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though on mules and horfes ; many mired in the muddy-
landing-place, fell back into the ftream, and were car
ried away and drowned- O f the horfe belonging to 
the kings houfehold, one hundred and eighty in num
ber, feven only were milling; with them Ayto Ay lo , 
vice-chamberlain to the queen, and Tecla Mariam the 
king's uncle, a great friend of Ras Michael's, both old 
men. 

There .was no baggage (the tent of the Ras and that 
of the king excepted) which had as yet come over, and 
thefe were wet, being drenched in the river. The Fit-
Auraris had left, ready made, two rafts for Ozoro Either,, 
and the other two ladies, with which flie might have 
eafily been condu6ted over, and without much danger ; 
but the Ras had made Ozoro Eftlier pafs over in the fame 
manner he had crofted himfelf, many fwimming on each 
fide of her mule. She would have tain ltaid on the eaft 
fide, but it was in vain to remonitrate. She was with 
child, and had fainted feveral timej; but yet norhing 
could prevail with the Ras to truft her on the bank t i l l 
morning. She crofled, however, fafely, though abnoft 
dead with fright. The night was cold and clear, and a 
ftrong wind at north-welt had blown all the afternoon. 
The river had abated towards mid-night, when, whether 
from this caufe, or, as they alledged, that they found a 
more favourable ford, all the Tigre infantry, and many 
mules lightly loaded, pa fled with lefs difficulty than any 
of the reft had done, and w ith them feveral loads of 
flour ; luckily alfo M r . Bruce's two tents and mules, to 
his great confolation, came faiely over when it was near 
morning. Still the army continued to pafs, and thofe 
that could fwim feemed belt off. Ayto A y l o , the queen's 
chamberlain, and Tecla Mariam, were probably drowned 
at the firft attempt to pafs, as they were never after heard 
of. Before day light the van and the center had all joined 
the king ; the number that had periihed was never dif-
tinelly known, for thofe that were miffing were thought 
to have remained on the other tide with Kefla Yafous, at 
leaft for that day. 

On the 2 8 t h , ' Kefla Yafous crofled Amlac Ohha with 
fome degree of difficulty, and was obliged to abandon 

^ v c r a l baggage-mules. He advanced after this with as 
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great diligence as poffible to Delakus, and found the ford, 
though deep, much better than he expected. Be had 
pitched his tent on the high road to Gondar, before 
Welle: a Yafous, the enemy, knew he was decamped, 
and of this paiTage he immediately advifed Michael re
settling his troops for any emergency. About two in 
the afternoon Wei let a Yafous appeared with his hoifeon 
the other fide of the Ni le , but it was then too late. 
Kefla Yafous was fo ftrongly pofted, and the banks of 
the river fo guard. . H ith hrc-arms, down to the water-
edge, that i .liii and ail his army would not have dared 
fo attempt the paffage, cr even approach the banks of the 
river. 

Ras Michael, having received this intelligence, dif-
patched the Fit-Auraris, Netcho, to take poft upon thc 
ford of the K e h i , a large river, but rather broad than 
deep, about three miles off. He himfelf followed early 
in thc morning, and paffed the Kel t i jufr at fun-vile, 
without halting; he then advanced to meet Kefla. V a'.bus, 
as the army began to want provisions, the little flour that 
had been brought over, or which the ibldiers had taken 
with them, being nearly exhaufted during that night and 
the morning after. It was found, too, that the men had 
but little powder, none of them having recruited their 
quantity fince the hunting of the deer ; but what they had 
was in perfect good order, being kept in horns and fmall 
wooden bottles, corked in fuch a manner as to be fecured 
from water of any kind. Kefla Yafous, therefore, be
ing in poffeffion of the baggage, the powder, and the 
provifions, a junction with him was abfolutely necelTary, 
and they expected to effect this at Wainadega, about 
twenty miles from their laft night's quarters. Between 
twelve and one they heard the Fit-Auraris engaged, and 
there was fharp firing on both fides, wdiich foon ceafed. 
Michael ordered bis army immediately to halt; he and 
the king, and Billetana Gueta Tecla, commanded the 
van; Vvelleta Michael, and Ayto Tesfos of Sire, the 
rear. Flavmg marched a little farther, be changed his 
order of battle. It was not long before the Fit-Auraris's 
two meffengers arrived, running like deer along the plain, 
which was not abfolutely flat, but Hoped gently down, 
declining not a fathom in fifteen. Their account was* 
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that they had fallen in with FafiFs Fi.*. Aurarls; that they 
had attacked him*: fmarrly, and, though th< . w e r c 

greatly fuperior, being all horfe, except a few mufquet 
tcers, had kil led four of them. The R a v having tirft 
heard the meffage of the Fit- - alone, he fen: a 
man to report it to the k i n g ; and, immediately after 
this, he' ordered two h'orfemen to go fu 1 gallop along 
the eaft fide ofthe hTi , i he low road to Wamadega, to 
Warn Kefia Yafous of Fafil's being near at hand ; he 
likewife directed the Fi ' -Auraris to advance cautioully 
t i l l he had feen Fafil, and to purfuc no party that fhould 
retreat before him. 

Fafil foon appeared at the top of the h i l l , with about 
3 0 0 0 horfe. It was a fine fight, but the evening was 
beginning to be overcait. After having taken a full 
view of the army, they all began to move flowly down 
the h i l l , beatmg* their kettle-drums. Fafil fent down a 
party to fV.irmilh with thefe. and he himfelf baited at tor 
having made a few paces down the h i l l . Thc two bo
dies of horfe met jutt half way, and mingled together, 
as appeared at leaft, w ith very decifive intention ; but 
whether it was by orders or from fear, (for they were 
not overmatched in numbers) the Abyffinian horfe turned 
their backs and came precipitately down, fo that they 
were afraid they would break in upon the foot. Several 
fhots were fired from the center at them by order of the 
Ras, who cried out aloud inderifion, *' Take away thefe 
horfes and fend them to the m i l l . " They divided, how
ever, to the right and left, into the two graffy valley* 
under cover of the mufquetry, and a very few horfe of 
Fafil's were carried in along with them, and flain by the 
f'ddiers on the fide of the hi l l . On the king's fide, no 
man of note was miffing but Wclleta Michael, nephew of 
Ras Michael, whofe horfe falling, he was taken prifoner 
and carried off by Fafil. 

The whole army advanced immediately at a very brifk 
pace, hooping- and fcreaming, as is their cultom, in a 
nioft harfh ana barbarous manner, crying out Hatze A l i l 
But Fafil, who faw the forward countenance ofthe king's 
troops, and that a few minutes would lay him under 
neccflity 0 f Hiking a battle, which he did not intend, 
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withdrew his troops at a (mart trot over the fmooth 
downs, returning towards Bofkon Ahbo. 

This is what was called the battle of Limjour, from, 
a village burnt by Ras Michael laft campaign. The 
name of a battle is furely more than it deferves. Had 
Fafil been half as wil l ing as the Ras, it could not have 
failed being a decifive one. The Ras, who faw that 
Fafil would not fight, eafily penetrated his reafons, 
and no fooner was he gone, and his own drums filent, 
than he heard a nagareet beat, and knew it to be that of 
Kefla Yafous. This general encamped upon the river 
Avoley, leaving his tents and baggage under a proper 
guard, and had marched with the bed and frefheft of 
his troops to join Michael before the engagement. A l l 
was joy at meeting, every rank- of men joined in extol
ling the merit and conduct of their leaders; and, indeed, 
i t may be fairly faid, the fituation of the king and the 
army was defperate at that inftant when thc troops were 
feparated on different fides of the Ni le ; nor could they 
hive been faved, but by the fpeedy refolution taken by 
Kefla Yafi>us to march without lofs of time, and pafs at 
the ford of Delakus, and the diligence and activity wi th 
which he executed that refolution. 

The army marched next day to Dingleber, a high h i l l , 
or rock, approaching fo clofe to the lake as fearceiy to 
leave a paflage between. Upon the top of this rock 13 
the king's houfe. As they arrived very early there, and 
were now out of Fafil's government, the king infifted 
upon treating Ras Michael and all the people of confide-
rarion. 

As the king fat down to dinner, an accident happened 
that occafioned great trepidation among all his fervants. 
A black eagle was chafed into the king's tent by fome 
of the birds of prey that hover about the camp ; and it 
was after in the mouth of every one, that the king would 
be dethroned by a man o f inferior birth and condition. 
Every body at that time looked to Faf i l : thc event proved 
the application falfe, though the omen was true. 
PowufTan of Begemder was as low-born as Fafil , as 
great a traitor, but more fuccefsful, to whom the ominous 
prefage pointed; and, though we cannot but look 
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upon the whole as accident, it was but too foon fid 
filled. * " 

In the evening of the 2 9 t h arrived at Dingleber two 
horfemen from Fafil, clad in habits of peace, and with
out arms; they were known to be two of his principal 
fervants, were grave, genteel, middle-aged men. They 
had an audience early after their coming, firft of theRas, 
then of the King . They laid, and faid truly, that Falil 
had repaifed the Ke l t i , was encamped on the oppofite 
fide, and was not yet joined by Welleta Yafous. Their 
errand was, to defire that the Ras might not fatigue his 
men by unneccffarily hurrying on to Gondar, becaufe 
he might reft fecured of receiving no further moleftation 
from Tafil their mafter, as he was on his march to Bure. 
They told the Ras the whole of the confpiracy, as far 
as it regarded him, and the agreement that l'owuflen and 
Gufho had made w'th their mafter to furcound him at 
Derdcra : thev mcmioned, moreover, how fenfible Fafil 
was of their trrafon towards him ; thar, inftead of keep
ing their word, they had left him to engage the K i n g and 
the Ras's whole force at a time when they knew thc 
greateft part of his Galla troops were retired to the 
other fide ofthe Ni le , and could be aflembled with diffi
culty : That i f the Ras by chance had crofted at Dc-
lakua, as Kefla Yafous had done, inftead of embarraffing 
his army among thc rivers of Maitfha, and crofting the 
Nile at that mod dangerous place near Amlac-Ghha, (a 
paflage never before attempted in the rainy feafon) the 
confequencc would have been, that he muft have either 
fought at great difidvantage with an inferior army againft 
the Kas, or have retired to Metchakel, leaving his whole 
country to the mercy of his enemies. Fafil declared his 
refolution never again to appear in arms againft the king, 
but that he would hold his government under him, 
and pay thc accuftomed taxes punctually : he pro-
mifed alfo, that he would renounce all manner of con
nection with Gulho and Powullen, as he had already 
done, and he wctild take the field againft them next fea
fon with his whole force, whenever the king ordered 
him. Thc mcftengers concluded, with defiring the Ras 
to givcFaf i l his grand-daughter, Welleta Selafle, in mar
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riage, and that he would then come to Gondar without 
dill run-. 

The Ras, though he did not believe all this, made 
no difficulty in pgreeing to every thing that they deli red. 
Hepromilcd the grand-daughter; and, as an earned: of 
his believing the red, the king's two nagarcets were 
brought to the door of the ter.t, where, to the verv great 
furprife of our travellers, they heard it proclaimed, 
" Fafil is governor ofthe Ago:v, Mauiha, Gojam, and 
Damor; profperity to him. add long may he live a faith
ful fcrvanjt to the king our mailer !"—This was an ex
traordinary revolution in fo fmall a fpace of time. It 
was fcarce 43 hours fince Fafil had laid a fcheme for 
drowning the greater part of the army in the Ni l e , 
and cutting the throats of the refidue on both fides of 
it ; it was not twenty-four hours, fince he had met 
them to fight in open field, and now he was become 
the king's lieutenant-general in four of the molt opulent 
provinces of Abyfrnia. This was produced, however,, 
by the necefftty of the times, and both parties were 
playing at the fame game who fhould over-ieach the-' 
other. Fafil's meflengers were magnificently cloathed, 
and it was firft intended they fhould -have gone back to 
him ; but, after reflection, another perfon was fent, thefe 
two chufing to go to Gondar wifh the king to remain 
hoftagesfor Fafil's word, and to bring back his inveltiture 
from thence to Bure. The whole camp abandoned itfelf 
t o joy-

O n the 30th of M a y , nothing material happened,. 
and, in a few days, they arrived at Gondar. Several 
ofthe great officers of ftate reached Gondar, and many 
others met them at Abba SamueL M r . Bruce did not 
perceive thc news they brought increafed the fpirits either 
of the K i n g or the Ras ; the foldiers, however, were all 
contested, becaufe they were at home ; but the officers, 
who faw farther, wore very different countenances, 
efpecially thofe that were of Amhara. M r . l iruce, in 
particular, had very little reafon to be pleafed ; for, af
ter having undergone a conftant ferics of fatigues, dan
gers, and expenccs, he was returned to Gondar dif d p-
pointed of his views in arriving at the fource of the Ni l e , 
>;ithout any other accuiiiition than a violent ague. 



The whole army being in motion, M r . Bruce had the 
evening before taken leave of the king in an interview 
which coil him more than almoft any one in his life 
The fubflance was, that he was i l l in his health, and 
quite unprepared to attend him into Tigre , to which 
place the army was to retreat; that his heart was fet upon 
completing the only pnrpofe of his coming into Abyfli
nia, without which he fhould return into his own coun
try with difgrace; that lie hoped, through his ma jelly's 
influence, Falil might find fome way for him to aecom-
pliih i t ; i f not, he trufled foon to fee him return, when 
he hoped it would be eafy ; but, i f he then went to T i 
gre, was fully perfuaded he fhould never have the refo
lution to come again to Gondar. 

The k ing feemed to take heart at the confidence with 
which M r . Bruce fpoke of his return. " You, Yagoube, 
(fays he in a humble, complaining tone,) could tell me, 
i f you pleafed. whether 1 lhall or not, and what is to 
befal me; thofe inflruments and thofe wheels, with 
which you are conftantly looking at the Aars, cannot 
be for any ufe unlefs for prying into futuri ty."— u In
deed, prince, (faid M r . Bruce) thefe are things by 
which we guide fhips at fea, and by thefe we mark 
down the ways that we travel by land; teach them to 
people that never paffed them before, and, being once 
traced, keep them thus to be known by all men for 
ever. But of the decrees of Providence, whether they 
regard you or myfelf. I know no more than the mule 
upon which you ride. ' '—" Tell me then, I pray, tell 
me, what is the reafon you fpeak of my return as. 
certain?"—" I fpeak (faid M r . Bruce) from obferva-
tion, from reflections that I have made, much more 
cvr-iain than prophecies and divinations by liars, ' i he 
firfl campaign of your reign at Kagitta, when you was 
relying upon the difpofidons that the Ras had moil ably 
and Ikilltully made, a drunkard with a Angle fnot, de
feated a numerous army of your enemies. Powuffen 
and Gufho were your friends, as you thought, wl en 
you marched out .laft, yet they had:, at that very inftant, 
made a league to deftroy-you at Derdera; and nothing 
but a miracle could have faved you, fhut up between 
two lakes and three armies. It was neither you nor 
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Michael that difordercd their councils, and made them 
fail in what they had concerted. You were for burning 
Samfeen, whilft Woodage Afahel was there in ambulh, 
with a large force, with a knowledge of all the fords,, 
and mafter of all the inhabitants of the country. Re
member how you paifed thofe rivers, holding hand in 
hand, and drawing one another over. Could you have 
done this with an enemy behind you, and fuch an enemy 
as Woodage Afahel ? He would have followed and bar-
raffed you ti l l you took the ford at Goutto, and there 
was Welieta Yafcus waiting to oppofe you with 6OOQ 
men on the oppofite bank. W ;hcn Ras Michael march
ed by Mariam Net, he found the priefts at their homes. 
W7as that the cafe in any of the other churches we paifed ? 
N o 3 all were fled for fear o f Michael ; yet thefe were 
more guilty than any by their connections with haf i l : 
notwithftanding which, they alone, of all others, ffaid, 
though they knew not why ; an invifible hand held 
them that they might operate your prefervation. N o 
thing could have faved the army but the defperate paf-
fage, fo tremendous that wi l l exceed the belief of man, 
crofting the Nile that night. Yet i f the priefts had 
crofled before this, not a man would have proceed
ed to the ford. The priefts would have been Ras M i 
chael's prifoners, and, on the other fide, they never 
would have fpoken a word whilft in the prefence of M i 
chael. Providence, therefore, kept them with Kefla 
Yafous; all was difcovered, and the army faved by the 
retreat, and his fpeedy pafttng.at the ford of Delakus. 
What would have happened to Kefla Yafous, had Fafil 
marched down to Delakus-either before or after the paf-
fage? Kefla Yafous would have been cut off before Ras 
Michael had paffed the K e l t i ; inftead of which, an un
known caufe detained him, moft infatuated-like,- beatv 
ing his kettle-drums behind Bofkon Abbo, while our 
army under the Ras was fwimming that dangerous r i 
ver, and moft of us pafling the night, naked, without 
tents, provilion,. or- powder. Nor did he ever think of 
prefenting himfelf till we had warmed ourlelves by an 
eafy march in a fine day, when we were every way his 
fuperiors, and Kefla Yafous in his rear. From all thefe 
fpccial marks of the favour of an over-ruling Provi
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rience, I do believe fteadfuftly that G o d w i l l net leave 
his work half finifhed. He it is who. governing the 
whole univerfe, has yet referved fpecially to himlelf the 
department of war; he it is who has itiled himfelf the 
G o d of Battles." 

The k ing was very much moved, and. as M r . Bruce 
conceived, peifuaded. H e faid, " O Yagoube, go 
but with me to Tigre, and 1 wi l l do for you whatever 
you defire me."—" You do, Sir, (faid M r . Bruce) 
whatever I defire you, and more. I have told you my 
reafons why that cannot be; let me flay here a few 
months, and wait your return." 'J he king then advi-
fed him to live entirely at Kofcam with the Iteghe, 
without going out unlefs Fafil came to Gondar, and to 
fend punctually word how he was treated. Upon this 
they parted with inexpreflible reluctance. He was a 
king worthy to reign over a better people ; M r . Bruce's 
heait was deeply penetrated with thofe marks of favour 
and condefcenlion, which he bad uniformly received 
from him ever fince he entered his palace. 

Two very remarkable things were faid to have hap
pened the night before Michael left the city. He had 
always pretended, that, before he undertook an expe
dition, a perfon, or fpirit, appeared to him, who told 
bim the iflue and conJeqnence of the meafures he was 
then taking; this he imagined to be St Michael the 
archangel, and he prefumed very much upon this inter-
courfe. In a council that night, where none but friends 
were prefent, he had told them, that his fpirit bad ap
peared fome nights before, and ordered him, in his re
treat, to furprile the mountain of Wechne, and either 
flay or carry with him to Tigre the princes fcqueftered 
there. Nebrit Tecla , governor of A x u m , with his 
two fons, (all concerned in thc late king's murder) were, 
it is faid, ftrong advifers of this meafure ; but Ras M i 
chael, (probably fatiated with royal blood already) Ke
fla Yafous, and all the more worthy men of any confe-
quence,^ acting on principle, abfolutely refufed to con-
fent to it . It was upon this the paflage by Belcflen was 
fubftituted inftead of the attempt on Wechne, and it 
was determined to conceal it. 

Though 



• T h o u g h the queen fhewcd very great d i f l ike to M r . 
B r u c e ' s attempting his journey at fuch a t ime, vet (he 
d i d not pofitively c o m m a n d the contrary ; he was pre
pared, thcrefoie , to leave G o n d a r the 27th o f October , 
1 7 7 0 , and thought to get a few miles clear of ' the tow n, 
and then make a l o n g ftretch the next day. H e had 
received his quadrant, time-keeper, and telefcopes f r o m 
the i f iand o f M i t r a h a , where he had placed them after the 
affair of G u e b r a M e h e d i n , and had now put them i n the 
very belt order. But , about twelve o ' c l o c k , he was told a 
mejfage f rom Ras M i c h a e l had arr ived w i t h great news 
f r o m T i g r e . H e went immediately to K o f c a m as fait 
as he c o u l d g a l l o p , and found there G u e b r a C h r i f t o s . - a 
•mm ufed to b r i n g the jars o f bouza to Ras M i c h a e l , at 
his d i n n e r and f l ipper : l o w men are always e m p l o y e d 
o n fuch errands, that t h e y - m a y n o t , f rom their confe-
•quence, excite a defire o f vengeance. T h e meiTage that 
h e b r o u g h t was to order bread a n d beer to be ready for 
3 0 , 0 0 0 men who were c o m i n g w i r h the k i n g , as he h a d 
juft decamped f r o m before the m o u n t a i n H a r a m a r , 
w h i c h he had taken, and put Z a M e n f u s to the f w o r d , 
w i t h every m a n that was i n i t : this meffage ftruck the 
queen w i t h fuch a terror that flie was not vifible the 
whole day . 

I n the evening before, M r . B r u c e had endeavoured 
to engage his o l d companion Strates to accompany h i m 
on this attempt, as he had done on. the f o r m e r ; but the 
r e c o l l e c t i o n o f paft dangers a n d f i i f fcrings was not yet 
banifhed from his minci ; and upon his afking h i m to 
go and fee thc head o f this famous r iver , he c o n r i e l v , 
a c c o r d i n g to his ftile, anfwered, M i g h t the d e v i l fetch 
h i m i f ever he fought, cither Ids head or his ta i l again . 

O n the 28th o f O c t o b e r , they left G o n d a r , prdTcd 
the r iver K a h h a at the foot o f the t o w n ; and on the 
30th reached S a m b a , where Faf i l was encamped. 

T h e y found B a m b a a col lect ion o f v i l lages, i n a valley 
now filled w i t h foldiers. T h e y went to the left w i t h 
their guide , and got a tolerable houfe, but the door had 
been carried away. Fafi l 's tent was pi tched a l i t t l e he-
l o w t h e m , larger than the others, but w i t h o u t further 
di f t inct ion : i t was eafily k n o w n , h o w e v e r , by the l ights 
about i t , and b y the nagareet, w h i c h ftill c o n t i n u e d beat-



ing : lie was then juft alighting from his horfe. M r . 
Bruce immediately fent Ayto Aylo's fervant, whom he 
had with him, to prefent his^compiimems, and acquaint 
him of his being on the road to viiit him. l i e tliought 
now all his difficulties were over . for he knew it was in 
Ids power to forward them to their journey's end ; and 
his fervants, whom he faw at thc palace near thc king, 
when Fafil was inverted with his command, had allured 
M r . Bruce, not only of an effectual protection, but alfo 
of a magnificent reception, i f be chanced to find him in 
Maitfha. 

It was now, however, near eight at night of thc 3 0 t h , 
before M r . Bruce received a meffage to attend 1 dm. l i e 
repaired immediately to his tent, and after announcing 
himfelf, he waded about a quarter of an hour before he 
was admitted ; he was fitting upon a culhion with a lion's 
fkin upon it, and another ftretched like a carpet before 
his feet, and had a cotton cloth, fomerhing like a ditty 
towel, wrapped about his head ; Ids upper cloak, or gar
ment, was drawn tight about him over his neck and 
lhoulders, fo as to cover his hands. M r . Bruce bowed, 
and went forward to kits one of them, but it was fo en
tangled in the cloth, that he was obliged to kifs the cloth 
inltead of the hand. This was done cither as not expect
ing he fhould pay h'm that compliment, as he certainly 
fhould not have done, being one of the king's fervants, 
i f the king had been at Gondar) or clfe it was intended 
for a mark of difrefpect, which was very much of a-piece 
with the reft of his behaviour afterwards. 

There was no carpet or cufhions in the Tent, and only 
a little ftraw, as i f accidentally, thrown thinly about i r . 
M r . Bruce fat down upon thc ground, thinking him fick, 
not knowing what all this meant; he looked ftedfaftly it 
our travellers, faying foftly, Endett nawi ? bogo nawi ? 
which, in Amharic, is, How do you do ? Are you very 
wel l? M r . Bruce made the ufual anfwer, Well, thank 
G o d . " He again flopt, as for our traveller to fpeak ; 
there was only one old man prefent, who was fitting on 
the floor mending a mules's bridle. He took him at fi ft 
for an attendant, but nbferving that a fervant uncovered 
held a candle to him, he thought he was trie o f his Gal la , 
but then he faw a blue filk thread, which he had about 
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his neck, which is a badge of Chriftianity all over Abyf
finia, and which a Galla would not wear. What he 
warn, M r . Bruce could not make out; he feemed, how
ever, to be a very bad cobler, and took no notice of 
them. 

Ayto Aylo's fervant, who flood behind M r . Bruce, 
pufhcd him with his knee, as a fign that he fliould fpeak, 
which he accordingly began to do with fome difficulty. 
" " I am come, (faid he) by your invitation, and the 
king's leave, to pay my refpects to you in your own go
vernment, begging that you would favour my curiofity 
fo far as to fuller me to fee the country of the Agows, and 
the fource of the Abav, or N i l e , part of which I have 
feen in Egypt." " 1 he fource of the Abay! (exclaimed 
he, with a pretended furprife) do you know what you 
are faying ? W h y , it is, G o d knows where, in the 
country of the Galla, w i l d , terrible people. The fource 
of the Abay! Are you raving! (repeats he again) Are 
you to get there, do you think in a twelvemonth, or 
more, or when r" " Sir , (faid M r . Bruce) the king 
told me it was near Sacala, and ftili nearer Geefh; 
both villages of rhe Agows, and both in your govern
ment." 4 4 And fo you know Sacala, and Geefh ? (fays 
he) whiffling and half angry." " I can repeat the 
names that I hear (faid M r . Bruce) all Abyflinia knows 
the head of the N i l e . " — " Aye , (fays he imitating my 
voice and manner) but all Abyflinia won't carry you 
there, that I promife you." " i f you are refolved to the 
contrary, (faid M r . Bruce) they w i l l not ; I wifh you had 
told the king fo in time, then 1 fliould not have at
tempted it ; it was relying on you alone I came fo 
far, confident, i f all the reft of Abyflinia could not pro
tect me there, that your word fingly could do it . 

He now put on a look of more complacency. " Look 
you, Yagoubc, (fays he) it is true I can do i t ; and, 
for the king's fake who recommended it to me, I would 
^do i t ; but the Acab Salama, has fent to me, to defire 
me not to let you pafs furdicr; he fays it is againft 
the law of the land to permit Franks like you to go 
about the country, and that he has dreamed fomething 
i l l wil l befal me i f you go into Maitfha. M r . Bruce 
was as much irritated as he thought it poffible for him 
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to be. " So fo, (faid our traveller) thc time of priefts, 
prophets, and dreamers is coming on again." «; I u n I 
flcriiand you, (fays he laughing for the firll time) I care 
as little for priefts as Michael docs, and for prophets 
too, but I would have you conftdcr the men of this 
country are not like yours •, a boy of thefe Galla would 
think nothing of kil l ing a man of your country. Y 0 u 
white people are all effeminate; you are like fo many 
women; you are not lit for going into a province where 
all is war, and inhabited by men, warriors from ri;cir 
cradle." 

M r . Bruce faw he intended to provoke him ; and he. 
had fucceeded fo effectually that he fhould have died, he 
believes, imprudent as ir was i f he had not told him 
his mind in reply. " Sir , (faid our traveller) I have 
paffed through many of the moft barbarous nations in 
the world ; all of them, excepting this clan of yours, 
have fome great men among them above uling a dc-
fencelefs ftranger i l l . But the worft and lov.eft indivi
dual among thc moft uncivilized people never treated 
me as you have done to-day under your own roof, 
where 1 have come fo fat for protection." He afked, 
" H o w ? " " You have in the firft place, (faid M r . 
Bruce) publickly called me Fiauk, the moft odious name 
in this country, and fufticienl to occalion me to be ftoned 
to death without further ceremony, by any fet of men 
wherever I may prefent myfelf. By Frank you mean 
one of the Romifh religion, to which my nation is as 
adverfe as yours; and again, without having ever feen 
any of mv countrymen but myfelf, you have difcovercd, 
from that fpecimen, that we are all cowards and effe
minate people, l ike, or inferior to, your boys or wo-
men. Look you, Sir, you never heard that I gave myfelf 
out as more than an ordinary man in my own cctmtrv, 
far lefs to be a pattern of what is excellent in it. 1 am 
no foldier, though 1 know enough of war to fee yours 
are poor proficients in that trade. But there are fol -
diers, friends and countrymen of mine, who would not 
think it an action in their lives to vaunt of, that with 
coo men they had trampled all yon naked favages into 

tluft." 
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O n this Fafil made a feigned laugh, and feemed ra
ther to take his freedom amifs. It was, doubtlefs, a 
paflionaic and rath fpeech. " As to myfelf, (continued 
M r . Bruce) unlkilled in war as 1 am, could it he now 
without further confequence, let me but be armed in my 
own country-fdfhion on horfeback, as I was yefterday, 
I would, without thinking myfelf overmatched, fight 
the two beft horfemen you fhall choofe from this your 
army of famous men, who are warriors from their cra
dle ; and if, when the king arrives, you are not returned 
to your duty, and we meet again, as we did at Lim— 
jour, I w i l l pledge myfelf, with his permiffion, to put 
you in mind of this promife." This did not make things 
better. 

He repeated the word duty after him, and would have 
replied, but M r . Bruce's nofe burft out in a ftream of 
blood; and, that inftant, Aylo 's fervant took hold of 
M r . Bruce by the fhoulder to hurry him out of the 
tent. Faiii feemed to be a good deal concerned, for the 
blood ftreamed out in plenty, our traveller then returned 
to his tent, and the blood was foon {launched by wafh-
ing his face with cold water. H e fat down, to recoJ-
lect himfelf, and the more he calmed, the more he was 
diffati>ficd at being put off his guard; but it is impof-
fible to conceive the provocation without having proved 
it. M r . Bruce felt but too often how much the love of 
our native foil increafes by our abfencc from i t ; and 
how jealous we are of comparifons made to the difad-
vanragcof our countrymen by people who, all proper 
allowances being made, are generally not their equals, 
when they would boaft themfelves their fuperiors. M r . 
Bruce confelfes further, in gratification to his critics, 
that he was, from his infancy, of a fanguine, paftionate 
difpoiition; veiy fenfible of injuries that he had neither 
provoked nor deferred; but much reflection, from very 
early life, continual habits of fuffcring in long and 
dangerous travels, where nothing but patience would 
do, had he flattered himfelf, abundantly fubdued his 
natural proncnefs to feel offences, which, common 
fenfe might teach him, he could only revenge upon him
felf. 

M r . 



M r . Bruce went to bed, and falling into a found fleep, 
was waked near mid-night by two of Fafil's fervants, 
who brought each of them a lean live fliecp; they faid 
they had brought the flieep, and were come to aft; how-
M r . Bruce was, and to flay all night to watch the 
houfe, for fear of the thieves in the army ; they likewife 
brought their mailer's order for him to come early in 
the morning to him, as he wanted to difpatch him on 
his joi.rney before lie gave the Gal la liberty to return. 
This difpelled every doubt, but it raifed his fpirits fo 
much, that, out of impatience for morning, he flept 
vcrv little more that mght. 

Fafil, having lent for M r . Bruce the next morning, 
invited him to partake of a great break fal l ; honey and 
butter, and raw beef in abundance, as alio fome ftewei 
ftifhes that were very good. He was very hungry, 
having tafted nothing fince dinner the day before; and 
he had had much cxercife of body as well as of mind. 
They were all very chcarful, every one laving fomething 
about the Agows, or of thc Nile. M r . Bruce, at laft, 
thus addreflcd Faf i l : " Your continual hurry, (find he) 
all the times I have fcen you, has put it out of my pow
er till now to make you the acknowledgment it is ordi
nary for ftrangers to prefent w hen they vifit great men 
in their own country, and afk favours of them." Mr. 
Bruce then took a napkin, and opened it before him ; 1 

he feemed to have forgotten the prefent altogether ; but 
from that moment he faw his countenance changed, he 
vv» like another man. " O Yagoube, (faid he) a pr< -
fent to me! you fliould be fenfible that is perfectly 
necdlefs; you were recommended to me by the K i n g ' 
and the Ras ; you ,know. we are friends, and 1 would 
do twenty times as much for yourfelf, without recom
mendation from either ; betides, 1 have not behaved to 
you like a great man.'' 

It was not a very hard thing to conquer thefe fcruples ; 
be took the feveral pieces of the prefent one by one in his 
hands, and examined them; there was a crimfon filk 
fajh, made at Tunis, about five yards long, with a filk 
i ringc of the fame colour; it was as beautiful a web of 
filk as ever M r . Bruce faw ; it had a fmall waved pattern 
wrought in i t ; the next was a yellow, with a red nar-
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row border, or ftripe, and a filver-wrought fringe, but 
neither fo long nor fo thick as the other; thc next were 
two Cyprus manufactured fafhes, lilk and cotton, with 
a fattin itripe, the one broader than the other, but five 
yards long each; the next was a Perlian pipe, with a 
long pliable tube, or worm, covered with 1 urkey lea
ther, with an amber mouth-piece, and a chryftal vafc 
for fmoking tobacco through water, a great luxury in 
thc eaftern countries ; the next were two blue bowls, as 
tine as the one he had juft then broken, and ofthe fame 
fort. He fhoved them from him, laughing, and faid, 
" I wi l l not take them from you, Yagoube ; this is 
downright robbery; I have done nothing for this, which 
is a prefent for a k i n g . " — " It is a prefent to a friend, 
(faid M r . Bruce) often of more confequence to a Oranger 
than a k i n g ; I always except your king, who is the 
ft ranger's beft friend."—Though he was not eafily dif-
concerted, he feemed, at this time, to be very nearly 
jo.—«< I f you wi l l not receive them, (continued M r . 
Bruce) fuch as they are offered, it is thc greateft affront 
ever was put Upon me; I can never, you know, receive 
them again." 

By this he was convinced. More feeble arguments 
vyould indeed have fatified him, and he folded up the 
napkin with all the articles, and gave them to an officer; 
after which the tent was again cleared for confulration ; 
uul, during this time, he had called his man of confi
dence, whom he was to fend with us, and inftructcd 
him properly. M r . Bmce plainly faw that he had 
gained the afcendant; and, in the expectation of Ras 
Michael's fpeedily coming to Gondar, he was as wil l ing 
to be on his journey thc one way, as he was the other. 

It was about one o'clock, or after it, when M r . Bruce 
was admitted to Faf i l : he received him with great com
placency, and would have had him fit down on the 
fame cufhion with himfelf, which he declined. " Friend 
Yagoube, (faid he) I am heartily forry that you did 
not meet me at Bure before I fet out; there I could 
have received you as I ought; but I have been tormented 
with a multitude of barbarous people, who have turned 
my head, and wdiom I am now about to difmifs. I go 
to Gondar in peace, and to keep peace there, for the 



king on this fide the Tacazze has no other friend than 
me; Powuffen and Gufho are both traitors, and fo Ras 
Michael knows them to be. I have nothing to return 
you for the prefent you have given me, tor I did net 
expect to meet a man like you here in the fields; but you 
wi l l quickly be back ; we fhull meet cn better terms at 
Gondar ; the head ofthe N i l e is near at hand ; a horfe-
man, exprefs, w i l l arrive there in a day. I have given 
you a good man, well known in this country to be my 
fervant; he wi l l go to Geefh with you, and return you 
to a friend of Ayto Aylo 's and mine, Shalaka Welled 
Amlac ; he has the dangerous part of the country wholiy 
in his hands, and w i l l carry you fafe to Gondar ; my 
wife is at prefent in his houfe: fear nothing, I fhall 
anfwer for your fafety: When w i l l you fet out? to
morrow?" 

M r . Bruce replied, with many thanks for his kind-
nefs, that he wilhed to proceed immediately, and that 
his fervants were already far off, on the way. 

Fafil then faid to M r . Bruce, «' Throw off thofe 
clothes ; they are not decent; I muft give you new ones, 
you are my vaffal. The king granted you Geelh, where 
you are going, and I muft inveft y o u . " A number of 
Fafil's fervants then hurried him out ; our traveller pre
fently threw off his trowfers, and his two upper gar
ments, and remained in his waiftcoat; thefe were pre
fently replaced by new ones, and he was brought back 
in a minute to Fafil's tent, with only a fine loofe muflin 
under garment or cloth round h im, which reached to 
his feet. Upon his coming back to the tent, Fafil took 
off the one that he had put on himfelf new in the morn
ing, and put it about M r . Bruce's fhoulders with his 
own hand, his fervants throwing another immediately 
ever h im, faving at the fame time to the people, " Bear 
witnefs, I give to you, Yagoube, the Agow Geefh, as 
fully and freely as the king has given it me." M r . Bruce 
bowed and killed his hand, as is euftomary for feudato
ries, and he then pointed to him to fit down. 
• " Hear what I fay to you (continued Fafil). I think 
it right for you to make the heft of your way now, for 
you wil l be the fooner back at Gondar. You need not 
be alarmed at the wild people who are going after you. 
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though it is better to meet them coining this way, than 
when they are going to their homes; they are command
ed by Welleta Yafous, who is your friend, and is very 
grateful for thc medicines you fent him at Gondar :' he 
has not been able to fee you, being fo much bufied with 
thofe wild people; but he loves you, and win take care 
of you, and you muft give me more of that phyfic 
when we met at Gondar." M r . Bruce bowed, and he 
continued,—" Hear me what I fay; you fee thofe feven 
people (our traveller never faw more thief-like fellows in 
his life],—thefe are all leaders and chiefs of the Gal la— 
favages, i f you pleafe ; they are all your brethren. Y o u 
may go through their country as i f it were your own, 
without a man hurting you : you wi l l be foon related to 
them all ; for i t is their cuftom that a ftrangcr of diftinc-
t ion, like you, when he is their gucft, fleeps with the 
filter, daughter, or near relation of the principal men 
among them. I dare fay, you wi l l not think the 
cuftoms of the Galla contain greater hardfhips than thofe 
of Amhara." He then jabbered fomcthing to them in 
Gal la , which M r . Bruce did not underftand. They all 
anfwered bv the wildeft howl he ever heard, and 
itruck themfelves upon the breaft, apparently affent-

i"g-
When Ras Michae l , (continued Fafil) came from 

the battle of Fagitta, the eyes of forty four, brethren and 
relations of thefe people prefent, were pulled out at 
Gondar, the day after he arrived, and they were expofed 
upon the banks of the river Angrab to ftarvc, where 
moft of them were devoured by the hyxnas; you took 
three of them up to your houfe: nourilhed, cloathed, 
protected, and kindly treated them." " They are now 
in good health, (faid M r . Bruce) and want nothing: the 
Iteghe wi l l deliver them to you. The only other thing 
1 have done to them was, I got them baptifed : I do not 
know i f that w i l l difplcafe them ; 1 did it as an addi
tional protection to them, and to give them a title to 
the charity of the people of Gondar." " As for that, 
(faid Fafil) they don't care the leaft about baptifm ; it 
wi l l neither do them good nor harm , they dont't trou
ble themfelves about thefe matters; give them meat 
and drink, and you w i l l be very welcome to baptife 



them .i l l from morning to night; after fuch good 
care thefe Gal la are all your brethren, they wil l die 
for you before they fee you hurt." He then faid foine-
thing to them in Galla again, and they all gave ano
ther aftent, and made a Ibew of kifling our traveller's 
hand. 

They fat down ; and, M r . Bruce confeffes, i f they 
entertained any good-will to him, it^vvas not difcernible 
in their countenances. ** Befides this, (continued Fafil) 
you was very kind and courteous to my iervants while at 
Gondar, and faid many favourable things of me before 
the k i n g ; you fent me a prefent alfo, and above all, when 
Joas my mailer's body was dug up from the church
yard of St Raphael, and all Gondar were afraid to (hew 
it the leaft refpect, dreading the vengeance of Ras M i 
chael, you, a ftranger, who had never feen him, nor re
ceived benefit from him, at your own expence paid that 
attention to his remains, which would have better be
come many at Gondar, and me in particular, had I been 
within reach, or had intelligence of the matter: now, 
before all thefe men, afk me any thing you have at heart, 
and, be it what it may, they know I cannot deny it you." 
He delivered this in a tone and gracefulnefs of manner, 
fuperior, M r . Bruce thought, to any thing he had ever be>-
fore feen, although the Abyffinians are all otators, as, i n 
deed, are moft barbarians. " Why then (faid M r . Bruce) 
by all thofe obligations you are pleafed to mention, o f 
which you have made a recital fo truly honourable to me, 
I alk you the greateft favour that man can beftow upon m£ 
— fend me, as conveniently as poffible, to the head of the 
Nile,and return me and mv attendants in fafety, after hav
ing difpatched me quickie, and put me under no conftraint 
that may prevent me from fatisfying my curiofity in my 
own way." " T i n - , [replied he) isnorcqueft,! have grant
ed it already ; befides, V owe it to the commands of the 
king, whole fervant I am. Since, however, it is fomuch 
at your heart, go in peace, 1 wi l l provide you with all 
neceflaries. If I am alive, and governor of Damof, as 
you are, we all know, a prudent-and fenfible man, unfet-
tled as the ftate of thc country is, nothing difagrcrahl' 
tan befal you." 
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He then turned again to his feven chiefs, who all 
got up, himfelf, M r . Bruce, and his companions; they 
all (food round in a circle, and raifed the palm of their 
hands, while he and his Galla together repeated a prayer 
about a minute along; the Galla feemingly with gseat 
devotion. " Now (faid Fafil) go in peace, you are a 
G a l l a ; this is a curfe upon them, and their children, 
their corn, grafs, and cattle, i f ever they lift their hand 
againft ycu or yonrs, or dp not defend you to the utmoft, 
i f attacked by others, or endeavour to defeat any defign 
they may hear is intended againft you." Upon this, M r . 
Bruce offered to kifs his hand before he took his leave, 
and they all went to the door of the tent, where there 
was a very handfome grey horfe bridled and faddkd. 
" Take this horfe, (faid Fafil) as a prefent from me; it 
is not fo good as your own, but, depend upon it, it is the 
horfe which I rode upon yefterday, when I came here 
to encamp; but do not mount it yourfelf, drive it be
fore you faidled and bridled as it is ; no man of Maitfha 
w i l l touch you when he fees that horfe; it is the people 
of Maitfha, whofe houfes Michael has burnt, that yon 
have to fear, and not your friends the Gal la . 

M r . Bruce then took the moft humble and refpeclful 
leave of him poffible, and alfo of his new-acquired bre
thren the Gal la , praying inwardly he might never fee 
them again. M r . Bruce, then turning to Fafil , accord
ing to the cuftom of the country to fupcriors, afked hiia 
leave to mount on horfeback before him, and was fpce
dily out of fight. 

On the fecond of November, they purfued their jour
ney in a direction fouthward, and paffed the church of 
Bofkon A h b o ; ever memorable to them, as being the fta-
tion of Fafd in M a y , when he intended to cut them off 
after their paffage of the N i l e . 

A t three quarters after ten in the morning, they paffed 
the fmall river Arooffi, which either gives its name to, or 
receives it from, the diftricl through which is paffes : 
jt falls into the N i l e about four miles below; is a clear, 
fmalh, briik ftream ; its banks covered with verdure not 
o be defcribed. 
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A l l thc little territory of A room is by much the moft 
pleafant that our travellers had feen in Abyflinia, per
haps it is equal to any thing the eaft can produce; the 
whole is finely fhaded with acacia-trees, which, in the 
fultry parts o f Africa, produce the gum-arabic. Thefe 
trees grow feldom above fifteen or fixteen feet high, then 
flatten and fpread wide at the top, and touch each other, 
while the trunks are far afunder, and under a vertical fun, 
leave you, many miles together, a free fpace to walk in a 
cool, delicious (hade. 

After pafling thc Aflar, and feveral villages belonging 
to Goutto, they had, for the firft time, a diftinc't 
view of the high mountain of Geefh, the long-wifhed-
for end of their dangerous and troublefome journey. 
Under this mountain are the fountains of the N i l e ? 
about thirty miles, as near as they could conjecture in a 
ftraight line, without counting the deviations or crcsked-
nefs of the road. A t two o'clock in the afternoon of 
the fecond of November, they came to the banks of thc 
N i l e ; the paflage is very difficult and dangerous, the 
bottom being full of holes made by confiderable fprings, 
light finking fand, and, at every little diftance, large 
rocky ftones ; the eaftern fide was muddy and full of pits, 
the ground of clay : the Nile.here is about 2.60 feet 
broad, and very rapid; its depth about four feet in the 
middle of the river, and the fides not above two. Its 
banks are of a very gentle, eafy defcent; the weftern fide 
is chiefly ornamented with high trees of the falix, or 
willow tribe, growing ftraight, without joints or knots, 
and bearing long pointed pods full of a kind of 
cotton. 

Our travellers having paffed the N i l e , arrived at 
Goutto, (the village fo called) and took up. their lodg
ings in the houfe of a confiderable perfon, who had 
abandoned it upon their approach, thinking them part 
of Fafil's army. Though this habitation was of ufe in pro
tecting them from the poor, yet it hurt them by alarming, 
and fo depriving them of thc affiflance of the opulent, fuch 
as the prefent owner, who, i f he had known they were 
ftrangers from Gondar, would have willingly ftaid and 
entertained them, being a relation and friend of Shalaka 
Welled Amlac, 
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A s they heard diftin&ly the noife of the ca'aract, nnd v 

had ftill a full hour and a half of light, M r . Bruce" de
termined to vifit the water-fall, left he fhould"be thereby 
detained the next morning. Ecin°- well armed, M r . 
Bruce fet out for the cataract; and, after riding through 
a plain, hard country, in fome parts very ftony, and 
thick-covered with trees, in fomething more than half an 
hour's eafy galloping all the way, they came ftraight to 
the cataract, conducted thereto by the noife of the 
fail. 

This, known by the name of the Firft Cataract of the 
Ni l e , did not by its appearance come up to the idea they 
had formed of it , being fcarce fifteen feet in height, and 
about fixty yards over ; but in many places the fheet of 
water is interrupted, and leaves dry intervals of rock. 
The fides are neither fo woody not verdant as thofe of 
the catafaff. of the Af la r ; and it is in every fhape lefs 
magnificent, or deferving to be feen, than is the noble 
cataract at Alata before defcribed, erroneoufly called the 
Second Cataract. M r . Bruce, having fatisfied his curio
fity at this cataract, galloped back the lame road that he 
had come, without having feen a fingle perfon fince 
he left Goutto. 

On thc 3d of November, at eight o'clock in the morn
ing, they left the village of Goutto, and continued, 
for the firft part of the day, through a plain country full 
of acacia-trees. They continued their journey from 
thence, and at length arrived at a tripple ridge of mountains 
difpofed one range behind the other, nearly in form of 
three concentric circles, which feem to fuggeft an idea, that 
they are Mountains of the Moon , or the Mantes Lunar of 
antiquity, at the foot of which the Ni le was faid to rife; 
in fact, there are no others. Thefe mountains are all of 
them excellent foil, and every where covered with fine 
pafture; but as this unfortunate country had been for 
ages the theatre of war, the inhabitants have only 
ploughed and fown the top of them, out of the reach of 
enemies or marching armies. O n the middle of thc 
mountain are villages built of a white fort of grafs, 
Which makes them confpicuous at a great diftan.ee ; the 
bottom is all grafs, where their cattle feed conti

nually 
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nually under their eye ; thefe, upon any alarm, they 
drive up to the top ofthe mountains out of danger. 

Being arrived at the top of the mountain, they 
had a diftinct view of all the remaining territory of 
Sacala, thc mountain Geefh, and church of St M i 
chael Geefh, about a mile and a half diitant from St 
Michael Sacala, where they then were. They faw, 
immediately below them, the Ni le itfelf, ftrangely 
diminifhed in fize, and now only a brook that had 
fearceiy water to turn a mil l . &Ir. Bruce could not 
fatiatc himfelf with the fight, rerohing in his mind all 
thofe cladical rrophecies that had given the Ni le up to 
perpetual obfeurity and concealment. M r . Bruce was 
awakened out of this delightful reverie hy an alarm that 
they had loft VVoldo their guide. Though M r . Bruce 
long had expected fomething from his behaviour, he did 
not think, for his own fake, it could be his intention to 
leave them. Various conjectures immediately followed ; 
fome thought he had refolved to betray and rob them; 
fome conceived it was an infraction of Fafil's to him, in 
order to their being treachcroufly murdered ; fome again 
fuppofed he was flain by the wi ld beaft?, efpecially thofe 
apes or baboons, whofe voracity, fize, and fierce appear
ance, were exceedingly magnified. M r . Bruce begari 
to think, that he might be i l l , for he h:id before com
plained, and that trie ficknefs might have overcome hjfh 
Upon the road; and this, too, was thc opinion of Ayto 
Aylo's fen ant, who laid, however, with a fignificant 
look, that Irt could not be far oft; they therefore fent 
him, and one ofthe men that drove the mules, t>ack tb 
feek after him ; and they had not gone but a few hun
dred yards when they found him coming, but fo decrepid 
and fo very i l l , that he faid he could go no farther than 
the church, where he was pofitively refolved to take up 
his abode that nighr. M r . Brace felt his pulfe, examined 
every part about h im, and. faw, he thought, e\ idcn:l' ; , 
that nothing a Bed him. Without lofing his temper, 
however, M r . Bruce told him firmly, that hp perceived he 
was an impoftor ; that he fhould confidtr that he was a 
phyfician, as he knew he cured his matter's, firft friend 
Wclleta Yafous: that thc feeling of his hand tofd him 
as plain as bis tongue could ftave-ddTie, v.;\t nothing aikfcl 
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him ; that it told him likewife he had in his heart fome 
prank to play, which would turn out very much to his 
difadvantage. He feemed difmayed after this, faid little, 
and only defired them to halt for a few minutes, and he 
mould be better ; " f o r , (fays he,) it requires ftrength 
in us all to pafs another great h i l l before we arrive at 
Geefh." 

" Look you, (faid M r . Bruce) lying is to no purpofe; 
I know where Geefh is as well as you do, and that 
we have no more mountains or bad places to pafs 
through; therefore, i f you choofe to (lay behind, you 
may ; but to-morrow I fhall inform Welleta Yafous at 
Bure of your behaviour." H e faid this with the moft 
determined air poffible, and left them, walking as hard 
as he could down to the ford of the Ni le . Woldo re
mained above with the fervants, who were loading their 
mules; he feemed to be perfectly cured of his lamenefs, 
and*was in clofe converfation with Ayto Aylo's fervant 
for about ten minutes, which M r . Bruce did not choofe 
to interrupt, as he faw that man was already in peffeffion 
of part of Woldo's fecret. This being over, they all 
came down to M r . Bruce as he was fketching a branch 
o f a yellow rofe-tree, a number of which hang over the 
ford. 

The whole company paffed, and Woldo , feeming to 
walk as-well as ever, afcended a gentle-rifing h i l l , near 
the top of which is St. Michael Geefh. Thc Ni le hen; 
is not four yards over, and not above four inches deep 
where they crofled ; it was indeed become a very trifling 
hxaok, .hut ran fwiftly over a bottom of fmall ftones, 
wi th bard black rock appearing amidft them: it is at 
this place very eafy to pafs, and very l impid, but, a 
little lower, full of inconfiderable falls; thc ground r i -
fes gently from the river to the fouthward, full o f 
fmall hills and eminences, which you afcend and de-
fcend alm/ft imperceptibly. The whole company had 
halted on the north fide of St. Michael's church, and 
there M r . Bruce reached them without affecting any 
hurry, 

About four o'clock in the afternoon, the day having 
been very hot for fome hours, they were fitting in the 
thade of a grove of magnificent cedars, intermixed with 
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fome very large and beautiful cufTb-trees, all in the flow
er ; the men were lying on the grafs, and the beaits fed 
with the burdens on their back, in the moft luxuriant 
herbage. M r . Bruce faid indifferently to W o l d o in paf-
fing, that he was glad to fee him recovered ; that he 
would prefently be well, and fhould fear nothing. H e 
then got up, and deft red to fpeak'with M r . Bruce alone, 
taking Aylo's fervant along with him. " Now, (faid our 
traveller very calmly) I know by your face you are go
ing to tell me a lie. I do fwear to you folemnly, you 
never, bv that means, wi l l obtain any thing from me, no 
not fo much as a good word ; truth and good behaviour 
wi l l get you every thing: what appears a great matter i n 
your fight is not perhaps of fuch value in mine ; but no
thing except truth and good behaviour w i l l anfwer to 
you ; now I know for a certainty you arc no more fick 
than I am."—"Sir , (faid he) with a very confident look, 
you are right-, I did counterfeit ; I neither have been, 
nor am I at prefent any way out of order ; but I thought 
it heft to tell von fo, not to be obliged to difcover ano-
ihcr reafon that has much more weight with me why I 
cannot go to Geelh, and much lefs fbew myfelf at the 
fources of the Ni le , which I confefs are not much be
yond it, though I declare to you there is ftill a bill be
tween you and thofe fources."—" And pray, (faid M r . 
Bruce calmly) what is this mighty reafon ? have you had 
a d r e a m , or a vifion in that trance you fell into when 
you lagged behind below the church of St. Michael Sa
cala ?"' f* N o , (fays he) it is neither trance, nor dream, nor 
devil neither; I wifh it was.no worfe; but you know as 
well as I, that my mafter Fafd defeated the Agows at 
the battle of Eenja. I was there with my mafter, and 
killed feveral men, among whom fome weieof thc Agows 
of this village Geefh, and you know the ufage of this 
country, when a man, in thefe circumfiances, falls into 
their hands, his blood muft pay for their blood." 

M r . Bruce burft out into a violent fit of laughter, 
which very much difconcerted him. " There, (faid our 
traveller) did not I fay to you it was a lie that you was 
going to tell me ? do not think I difbelieve or difpute 
with you the vanity of having killed men ; many men 
were flain at that battle j fomcbody muft, and you may 

have 
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have been the pcrfon who flew them ; but do you think 
that I can believe that Fa i i l , fo deep in that account of 
blood, could rule the Agows in the manner he does, i f 
lie could not put a fervant of his in fafctv anions them 
•'o miks from his refidencc; do you think I can believe 
this c" " Come, come, (faid Aylo 's fervant to Woldo) 
did you not hear that truth and good behaviour w i l l 
get you every thing you afk ? Sir , (continued he) I fee 
this affair vexes you, and what this foolifh man wants 
w i l l neither make you richer nof poorer ; he has taken 
a great delire for that crimfon filk-fafh which you wear 
about your-middle. 1 told him to flay t i l l you went 
back to Gondar ; but he fays he is to go no farther than 
to the houfe of Shalaka Welled Amlac i n Maitfha, and 
does not return to Gondar ; I told him to flay t i l l you 
had put your mind at eafe, by feeing the fountains of the 
Ni l e , which you arc fo anxious about. He faid after 
that had happened, he was Aire you would not give it 
him,' for you feemed to think little of the cataract at 
Goutto, and of all thc fine rivers and churches which he 
had fhewn y o u ; except the head of the Ni l e fliall be 
finer than all thefe, when, in reality, it w i l l be juft l ike 
another river, you wil l then be diffatisfied, and not give 
him the faih." 

M r . Bruce thought there was fomething very natural 
in thefe fufpicions of Woldo : befides, he faid he was 
certain that, i f ever the fafh came into the fight of W e k 
led Amlac, by fome means or other, he would get it in 
to his hands. 'I his rational difcourfe had pacified Mr* 
Bruce a little; but it muft have been fine indeed'to have 
flood for a minute between him and the accomplilhment 
Of his wifhes. M r . Bruce then laid his hand upon the 
piftols that ftuck in his girdle, and drew them out to 
give them' to one of his fuitc, when W o l d o , wdio appre
hended it was for another purpofe, ran fome paces back, 
and hid himfelf behind Aylo 's fervant. M r . Bruce af
ter having taken off his fafh, «* Here is your fafh, W o l 
do, (faid he) but mark what I have faid. and now moft 
ferioufly repeat to you, truth and good behaviour wi l l get 
any thing from me ; but i f in the courfe of this journey, 
you play one trick more, though ever fo trifling, 1 will-
bring fuch a vengeance upon your head that you fliall 
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not he able to find a place to hide it in , when not the 
fifh only wi l l be taken from you, but your fkin alfo will ' 
follow i t . " 

He took the fafh, but feemed terrified at the threat, 
and began to make apologies. ** Come, come, (faid M r . 
Bruce) we underfland each other ; no more words ; it is, 
now late, lofe no more time, but carry me to Geefh, and 
thehead of the Nile directly, without preamble, and fhew 
me the hil l that fepnrates me from i t . " He then carried 
our traveller round to the fouth fide of the church, out 
of the grove of tree? that furrounded it, " This is the 
hilt, (faid he) looking archly, that, when you was on 
the other fide of it, was between ypu and the fountains 
of the N i l e , there, is no other; look at that hillock of 
green fod in thc middle of that watery fpot, it is in that 
the two fountains of .the Nile are to be found : Geelh 
is on thc face of the rock where yon green trees are; i f 
you go the length of the fountains, pull off your fhoes 
as you did the other day; for thefe people are all Pagans, 
worfe than thofe that were at the fifrd, and they believe 
in nothing that you believe, but only in this river, to> 
which they pray every day as i f it were G o d ; but this 
perhaps you may do likewife." Ha l f undrefled as M r . 
Bruce Was by lofs of his falh, and throwing his fhoes 
off, he ran down the hi l l towards the little ifland of 
green fods, which was about two hundred yards diftant; 
the whole fide of the bi l l was thick grown over with 
flovvers, the large bulbous roots of wdrich appearing 
above the furface of the ground, and their fkins coming 
off on treading upon them, occafioned two very fevere 
falls before lie reached the brink of the marfh. M r . 
Bruce, after this, came to the ifland of green turf, which 
was in form of an altar, apparently the work of art, and 
he flood in rapture over the principal fountain which r i -
fes in the middle of it. 

It is eafier to guefs than defcribe the fituation of M r . 
Bruce's mind at that moment—Handing on that fpot which 
had baffled the genius, induftry, and inquiry of both 
ancients and moderns, for the courfe of near three 
thou fand years. Kings had attempted this difcovery 
at the head of armies, and each expedition was diftin
guifhed from thc laft, only by the difference of the 



numbers which had perilhed, and agreed alone in the diC 
appointment which had uniforrnerly, and without excep
tion, followed them al l . Fame, riches, and honour had. 
been held out for a feries of ages to every individual of 
thofe myriads thefe princes commanded, without having 
produced one man capable of gratifying thc curiofity 
of his fovereign, or wiping off this flain upon the en
terprise and abilities of mankind, or adding this defi-
deratum for the encouragement of geography, 

M r . Bruce now proceeds to delcribe the fources o f 
the N i l e , which have, as he fays, remained to our days-
as unknown as they were to antiquity-, no good-or ge
nuine voucher having- yet been produced capable of 
proving that they were before difcovercd, or feen by the 
curious eye of any traveller, from the earlieft ages to 
this day; and it is with confidence M r . Bruce propofes 
to his reader, that he w i l l confider him as flil l Handing 
at thefe fountains, and patiently hear from him the reci
tal of the origin and circumflances of this the moft fa
mous river in the world, which are not to be found in 
books, or from any other human authority whatever, and 
which by the care and attention he has paid to the fub-
jecl, w i l l , he hopes, be found fatisfactory here. 
* Divine honours are paid by the Agows of Damot to 
the Ni le : they worfhip the river, and thoufands of cat
tle have been offered, and fli l l are offered, to the fpirit 
fuppofed to refide at its fource. They are divided into 
clans, or tribes; and it is worthy of obfervation, that 
it is faid there never was a feud, or hereditary animofity 
betweeen any two of thefe clans ; or, i f the feeds of any 
fuch were fown, they did not vegetate longer than t i l l 
the next general convocation of all the tribes, who meet 
annually at the fource of the river, to which they facra
nee, calling it by the name of the God of Peace. One 
of the leaft confiderable of thefe clans, for power and 
number, has ftill thc preference among its brethren, 
from the circumftance that, in its territory, and near 
the miferable village that gives it name, are fituated the 
much fought-for fprings from which the Ni le rifes. 

Geefh, however, though not farther diftant from thefe 
than 600 yards, is not in fight of the fources of the 
N i l e . The country upon the fame plane with the fountains, 
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terminates in a cliff about 300 yards deep down to the 

idain of Aifoa, which fiat country continues in the fame 
ubaltern degree of elevation, ti l l it meets the Nile again 

about leventy miles fouthward, after it has made the "cir
cuit of the provinces of Gojam and Damot, 

A prodigious cave is in the middle of this cliff, in a 
direction ftraight north towards the fountains, whether 
the work of nature or art, M r . Bruce cannot determine ; 
in it are many bye-paths, fo that it is vcrv difficult for a 
ftranger to extricate himfelf; it is a natural labyrinth, 
large enough to contain the inhabitants ofthe village, and 
their catt'e. In this large cliff, M r . Bruce tired himfelf 
part of feveral days, endeavouring to reach as far north
ward as poffible ; but the air, when he had advanced 
fomething above one hundred yards, feemed to threaten to 
extinguifh his candle by its dampnefs ; and the people 
were befides not at all difpofed to gratify his curiofity 
farther, after alluring him that there was nothing at the 
end more remarkable than what he then faw, which he 
had reafon to believe was the cafe. The face of this cliff, 
which fronts to the fouth, has a moft pifturefque ap
pearance from the plain of Affoa below, parts of the 
houfes at every ftage appearing, through the thickets of 
trees and bufhes with which the whole face of the cliff is 
thickly covered ; impenetrable fences of the very worfr. 
kind of thorn, hide the mouths of the caverns above men
tioned, even from fight; there is no other communica
tion with the houf.-b either from above or below, but by 
narrow-winding fhcep-paths, which through thefe thorns 
are very difficult to be difcerncd, for all are allowed to 
be overgrown with the utmoft wifrlnefs, as a part of their 
defence; lofty and large trees (moft of them of the 
thorny kind) tower high up above the edge ofthe cliff, 
and feem to be a fence againft people falling down into 
thc plain ; thefe are all at their proper feafon covered 
with flowers of different forts and colours', fo are the 
bufhes below on the face of the cliff: every thorn in 
Abyflinia indeed bear: a beautiful flower. 

from thc edge of the cliff of Geefh above where the 
village is fituated, the ground Hopes with a very eufy de-
fcenl due north, and lands you at the edge of a trian
gular marfn above eighty-fix yards broad, in the line of 



the fountains, and two hundred and eighty-fix vards two 
feet from the edge of the cliff above the houfe of thc prieft 
of the river, where M r . Bruce refided. 

Upon thc rock in the middle of the plain, thc Agows 
ufed to pile up the bones of thc beads killed in lacrifice 
mixing them with billets o f wood, after which they ftt 
them on fire. This is now discontinued, or rather trans
ferred to another place near the church, as they are at 
prefent indulged in the full enjoyment of their idolatrous 
rites, both under Fafil and Michael. In the middle of 
the marfh, near the bottom of the mountain of Geefh, 
arifes a hillock of a circular form, about three feet from 
the furface of the marfii itfelf, though apparently founded 
much deeper in ir. The diameter of this is fortiething 
fhort of twelve feet, it is furrounded by a fhallow trench, 
which collects the water and voids it eaflward ; it is 
firmly built with fod or earthen turf, brought from the 
fides, and conftanly Kept in repair, and this is the altar 
upon which all their religious ceremonies are performed. 
In the middle of this altar is a hole, obvioufly made, or 
at leaft enlarged, by the hand of man. It is kept clear of 
grafs, or other aquatic plants, and the water in it is perfectly 
pure and l impid, but has no ebullition or motion of any 
kind difcernible upon its furface. This mouth, or open-
iiio- of the fource, is fome parts of an insh lefs than three 
feet diameter, and the water flood at that time, the 5th 
of November, about two inches from the lip or brim, nor 
did it either increafe or diminifh during all thc time of 
his ftay at Geefh, though they made plentiful ufe of i t . 
This fpring is about fix feet fix inches deep. 

A t the diflance often feet from thc firft of shjeft fpring?,. 
a little to the weft of fouth, is the fecond fountain, about 
eleven inches in diameter ; but this is eight feet, three 
inches deep. And about twenty feet diltant from the 
firft, is the third fource, its mouth being fomcthingmore 
than two feet large, and it is five feet eight inches deep. 
Both thefe laft fountains ftand in the middle c f fmall al
tars, made, like the former, of firm fod, but neither of 
them above three feet diameter, and having a foot offefs 
elevation titan the firft. '1 he altar in this third fource 
feemed almoft diffolved by the water, which in both flood 
nearly up to thc brim ; at the foot of each appeared a 
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clear and brifk running r i l l ; thefe uniting joined the 
water in the trench of the firft altar, and then proceeded 
directly out, pointing eaftward, in a quantity that would 
have filled a pipe of about two inches diameter. The water 
from thefe fountains is very light and good,and perfectly 
taftelefs ; it was at this time moft intenfely cold, though, 
expof-.d to the mid-day fun wiihout fhelter, there being 
no trees nor bufhes nearer it than the cliff o f Geefh on its 
fouth fide, and the trees that furround Saint Michael 
Geefh on the north, which, according to the cuftom of 
Abyffinia, i i , like other churches, planted in the midft 
of a grove. 

On the cth of November, the day after M r . Braces 
arrival at Geefh, the weather perfectly clear, cloudlefs, 
and nearly calm, in all reflects well adapted to obferva-
tion, being extremely anxious to afcertain, beyond the 
power of controverfy, the precife fpot on the globe that 
this fountain had fo long occupied unknown, he pitched 
his tent in the north edge of the cliff, immediately above 
the prieft's houfe, having verified the inftrument with all 
the care poffible, both at the zenith and horizon. W i t h 
a brafs quadrant of three feet radius, by one meridian a l 
titude of the fun's upper limb, all neceffary equations 
and deductions confidered, he determined the latitude of 
the place of obfervaticn to be 10* 59/ 1 1 J / ; and by an
other obfervation ofthe fame kind made on the 6th, i o ° 
fji)' 8"; after which, by a medium of thirty-three obfer
vations of ftars, the largeft and neareft, the firft vertical, 
he found the latidude to be t o 0 ,59' 1 0 " ; a mean of 
which being; i o J 59' o{", fay to° 59' 10 ' ' . The lon
gitude he afcertaincd to be 3 6 ° 55 1 3 0 " eaft of the me
ridian of Greenwich. 

O n the night of thc 4th, the very night of M r . Bruce's 
arrival, melancholy reflections upon his prefent Ita'.e, the 
douhtf'ulnefs of his return in fafety, were he permitted to 
make the attempt, and the fears that even this would be 
refufed according to the rule obferved in Abyffinia w id-, 
all ti-n-'le.rs who have once entered the k ingdom; the 
com'cioufnefs of thc pain that he was then occafionimr to 
many worthy individvals, expecting daily that informa
tion concerning his fituation, which it was not in bis 
power to give them ; fome other thoughts, perhaps, ftill 
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nearer the heart than thofe, crowded upon his mind, and 
forbade all approach of fleep. He was, at that very mo-
ment, in pofieffion of what had, for many years, been 
the principle object of his ambition and withes • indif-
fcr ence, (which from the ufual infirmity of human nature 
follows, at leaft for a time, complete enjoyment) had 
taken place of it. The marfh, and the fountains, upon 
ccmparifon with the rife of many of our rivers, became 
now a trifling object in his fight. He remembered that 
magnificent fcene in his own native country, where the 
'Fweed, Clyde, and Annan rife in one bi l l j three rivers, 
as he now thought, not inferior to the Ni le in beauty, 
preferable to i : in the cultivation of thofe countries through 
which they flow ; fuperior, vaftly fupcrior to it in the 
virtues and qualities of the inhabitants, and in the beauty 
of its flocks, crowding its paflures in peace, without 
fear of violence from man or beaft. He had feen the rifeof 
the Rhine and Rhone, and the more magnificent fources 
of the Soane: he began, in his for row, to trtftt the in -

3uiry about the fource of the Ni le as a violent effort of a 
i(tempered fancy. Grief or defpondency now rolling 

upon him like a torrent, relaxed, not refrefhed, by un
quiet and imperfect fleep, he ftarted from his bed in the 
utmoft agony ; he went" to ?he door of his tent ; every 
thing was ftill ; the Ni l e , at whofe head he ftood, was 
not capable either to promote or to interrupt his flumbers„ 
but the coolnefs and ferenity of the night braced his 
nerves, and chafed away thofe phantoms, that, while in 
bed. had oppreffed and tormented h im. 

Numerous dangers, hardlhips, and forrows had indeed 
befet him through this half of hisexcurfion ; but it was 
ftill as true, that another Guide, more powerful than his 
own courage, health, or undciflanding, i f any of thefe 
can be called man's own, had uniformly protected him 
in all that tedious half; he found his confidence not 
abated, that flilL the lame Guide was able to conduct him 
to his now wifhed-fos home. He immediately refumed 
his former fortitude, confidercd the Ni l e indeed as no 
mote than rifing trom (pangs, as all other rivers do, but 
widely different in this, that it was the palm for three 
thoufand years held out to all the nations i n the world as. 
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•a defur dignijjimo, which, in his cool hours he had thought 
was worth the attempting at the rifk of his life, which 
he-had long either refolved to lofe, or lay this difcovery, 
a trophy in which he could have no competitor, for the 
honour of his country, at the feet of his Sovereign, whofe 
fervant he was. 

M r . Bruce had procured from the Englifh fhips, while 
at Jidda, fome quick-filver, perfectly pure, and heavier 
than the common fort; warming therefore the tube 
gently at the fire, he filled it with this quick-filver, and, 
to his great furprife, found that it flood at the height of 
22 Englifh inches. Snfpecting that fome air might have 
inlinuated itfelf into the tube, he laid it by in a warm 
part ofthe tent, covered t i l l morning, and returning to 
bed, ilept there profoundly t i l l fix, when, fatisfied the 
whole was in perfect order, he found it to Hand at 22 
Englifh inches ; neither did it vary fenlibly from that 
height any ofthe following days he flaid at Geefh ; and 
thence he inferred, that, at the fources of the Nile , he 
was then more than two miles above the level of the fea ; 
a prodigious height, to enjoy a fky perpetually clear, as 
uVfo a hot fun never over-calf for a moment with clouds 
from rifing to fetring. On the 6th of November, at a 
quarter pail five in the morning, Fahrenheit's thermome
ter flood at 440," at noon 96^, and at fun-fet 46 0. It 
v. as, astofenfe, cold at night, and f l i l l more fo an hour 
before fun-rife. • 

The Ni le , keeping nearly in the middle of the marfh, 
runs cafl for thirty yards, with a very little increafe of 
If ream, but perfectly vifible, t i l l met by the graffy brink 
ofthe land declining from Sacala. This turns it round 
gradually to the N . E . and then due north ; and, in the 
two miles it flows in that direction, the river receives 
many fmall contributions from fprings that rife in the 
banks on each fide of i t : there are two, particularly one 
on the hil l at the back of St. Michael Geefh, the other a 
little lower than it on thc other fide, on the ground de
clining from Sacala. Thefe lad-mentioned fprings are 
more than double its quantity ; and being arrived under 
the hil l whereon ftands the church of Saint Michael Sa
cala, about two miles from its fource, it there becomes 
a ftream that would turn a common mi l l , mallow, clear, 
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and running over a rocky bottom about three yards wide : 
this muft be underftood to be variable according to thc 
feafon; and thc prefent obfervations are applicable to 
the 5th of November, when the rains had ceafed for feve
ral weeks. 

Our traveller fays, nothing can be more beautiful than 
this fpot; the fmall riiing hills about them were all thick-
covered with verdure, efpecially with clover, the largeil 
ar.d tmcft he ever faw ; the tops of the heights crowned 
with trees of a prodigious fize ; the ftream, at the banks 
o f which they were iitting, was limpid and pure as the 
fineft cryftal; thc ford, covered thick with a bulhy kind 
o f tree that feemed to affect to grow to no height, but 
thick with foilage and young branches, rather to court 
the furface of the water, whdft it bore, in prodigious 
quantities, a beautiful yellow flower, not unlike a tingle 
wi ld rofe of that colour, but without thorns. 

After having ftepped over the ford fifty times, he ob
ferved it no larger than a common mi l l ftream. The Nile 
from this ford, turns to the weftward, and, after running 
over loofe (tones occafionally. in that direction, about four 
miles farther, the angle of inclination increafing greatly, 
broken water, and a fall commences of about fix feet, 
and thus it gets rid of the mountainous place of its, nati
vity, and iffues into the plain of Goutto, where is its 
firft cataract. Arrived in the plain of Goutto, the river 
feems to have loft all jts violence, and fearceiy is feen to 
flow; but, at the fame time, it there makes fo many 
fharp, unnatural windings, that it differs from any other 
river M r . Bruce ever faw, making about twenty fharp 
angular peninfulas in thc courfe of five miles, through a 
bare, marfhy plain of clay, quite deftitute of trees, and 
exceedingly inconvenient and unplcafant to travel. After 
paffing this plain, it turns due north, receives thc tribute 
of many fmall ftreams, the Gometti, the Googueri, and 
the Kebezza, which defcend from the mountains of 
Aformafha; and, united, fall into the Ni le about twenty 
miles below its fource; it begins here to run rapidly, 
and again receives a number of beautiful rivulets, which 
have their rife in the heights of Litchambara, the femi-
circular range of mountains that pafs behind, and feem 
to inclofe Aformafha, Flerc it begins to become a con
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fiderahle ftream; its banks high and broken, covered 
with old timber trees for the Space of about three miles • 
it inclines to the north-caft, and winds exceedingly, and 
is then joined by the fmall l iver Diwa from the eaft. 
A s the mere names of places, through which the Ni le 
panes, can afford very little amufement to our readers, 
we fhall only cbferve, that it empties itfelf at laft into the 
Mediterranean. 

M r . Bruce now proceeds to investigate the reafon of 
the inundations of the Ni l e , and obferves, that it is an 
observation, which holds good through all the works of 
Providence, that although God , in the beginning, gave 
an inltance of his almighty power, by creating the world 
with one Single fiat, yet, in the laws he has laid down 
for the maintaining order and regularity in the details of 
his creation, he has invariably produced all thefe effects 
by the leaft degree of power poffible, and by thofe means 
that feem molt obvious to human conception. But it 
feemed, however, not according to the tenor of 
his wavs and wifdom, to create a country like Egypt, 
without fprings, or even dews, and fubject it to a nearly 
vertical fun, that he might fave it by fo extraordinary an 
iniervejitjou as was the annual inundation, and make it 
the moft fertile fpot of the univcrfe. 

Whatever were the conjectures of the dreamers of an
tiquity, modern travellers and philofophers, defcribing 
without fyftem or prejudice what their eye faw, have 
found that the inundation of Egypt has been effected by 
natural means, perfectly confonant with the ordinary 
rules of Providence, and the laws given for the govern
ment of the reft of the univcrfe. They have found that 
the plentiful fall of the tropical rains produced every 
year at the fame time, by the action of a violent fun, has 
been uniformly, without miracle, the caufe of Egypt be
ing regularly overflowed. The fun being nearly ftationary 
for fome days in the tropic of Capricorn, the air there 
becomes fo ' much rarified, that the heavier • winds, 
charged with watery particles, rufh in upon it from 
the Atlantic on the weft, and from the Indian Ocean 
on the eaft. The fouth wind, moreover, loaded with 
heavy vapour, condenfed in that high ridge of mountains 
not far fouth of the Line, which forms a fpinc to the 
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peninfula of Africa, and, running northward with the 
other two, furnifh wherewithal to rcftore the equili
brium. 

The fun, having thus gathered fuch a quantity of va
pours as it were to a focus, now puts them in motion, 
and drawing them alter it in its rapid progrefs north
ward, on the 7th of January, for two years together, 
feemed to have extended its power to thc atmofphere of 
Gondar, when, for the firft time, there appeared in the 
Ikv white, dappled, thin clouds, thc fun being then 
diilant 340 from the zenith, without any one cioudy or 
dark fpeck having been feen for feveral months before. 
Advancing to the Line with increafed velocity, and de
ferr ing larger fpirals, the fun brings on a few drops of 
rain at Gondar the ift of March, being then diitant C° 
from the zenith; thefe are greedily abforbed by the 
thirlty foil, and this feems to be thc fartheft extent of 
the fun's influence, capable of caufing rain, wdiich then 
only falls in large drops, and lafts but a few minutes : 
the rainy feafon, however, begins moft fcrioufly upon 
its arrival at the zenith of every place, and thefe rains 
continue conllanr and incrcafing after he has paifed if, 
in his progrefs northward. Before this, green boughs 
and leaves appear floating in the Babar el Abiad , and 
fhew that, in the latitude where it rifes. thc rains are 
already abundant. The Galla, wdio inhabit, or have 
paifed that river, give account of its lituation, which 
l-'es, as far as M r . Btuce could ever calculate, about 50 

from the L ine . 
In A p r i l , all the rivers in Amhara, Begemder, and 

Lafta, firft difcoloured, and then beginning to fwell, 
join the Nile in thc feveral parts of its courfe neareft 
them; the river then, from the height of its angle incl i 
nation, forces itfelf through the Stagnant lake without 
mixing with it . In the beginning ot May, hundreds of 
ftreams pour themfelves from Gojam, Damot, Maitfha, 
and Dembea, into the lake Tzana, which had become 
low by intenfe evaporation, but now begins to fill infen-
fibly, and contributes a large quantity of water to the 
N i l e , before it falls down the cataract of Alata. In the 
beginning of June, thc fun having paffed all Abyflinia, 
the rivers there are all full, and then is the time of the 
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greater! rains in Abyflinia, while it is for fome days, u 
it were, ftationary in the tropic of Cancer. ' i 

Immediately after the fun has paffed the L ine , he be
gins the rainy feafon to the fouthward, ftill as he ap
proaches thc zenith of each place; but the fituation and 
necellities of this country being varied, thc manner of 
promoting the inundation is changed. A high chain o f 
Miountains run from about 6° fouth all along the middle 
of thc continent towards the Cape of Good Hope, and i n -
terfects the fouthern part of the peninfula, nearly in the. 
fame manner that the river Nile does the northern. A 
ftrong wind from the fouth, (topping thc progefs o f 
thc condenfed vapours, dafhes them againft the cold 
fummits of this ridge of mountains, and forms many-
rivers which efcapc in the direction either eaft or weft, 
as the level prefents itfelf* I f this is towards the weft, 
they fall down the fides of the mountains into the 
Atlantic, and i f on the eaft, into the Indian Ocean. 

Three remarkable appearances attend the inundation 
o f the N i l e . Every morning in Abyflinia Is clear, and 
the fun fhines ; about nine, a fmall cloud, not above 
four feet broad, appears in the eaft, whirling violently 
round as i f upon an axis, but arrived near the zenith, 
it firft abates its motion, then lofes its form, extends 
itfelf greatly, ant feems to call up vapours from all op
pofite quarters. Theft clouds, having attained nearly 
the fame height, rufii againft each other with great 
violence. The air, impelled before the hcavieft mafs, 
or fwifteft mover, makes an impreftion of its own form 
in the collection of clouds oppofite, and the moment it 
has taken pofleflion of the fpace made to receive it, the 
moft violent thunder poflible to be conceived inftantly 
follows, with rain; after fome hours, thc fky again 
clears, with a winJ at north, and it is always dif-
agrcebly cold when the thermometer is below 6 3 ° . 

The fecond thing remarkable is the variation of the 
thermometer; when the fun is in thc fouthern tropic, 
36 0 diftant from thc zenith of Gondar, it is feldorn 
lower than 7 2 * ' ; but it falls to 6 o ° and 5 9 ° when the 
fun is immediately vertical; fo happily does the ap
proach of rain compenfatc the heat of a too-fcorchine: 
fun. 6 
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The third is, that remarkable flop in the extent oj' 
the rains northward, when the fun, that has conducted 
the vapours from the Line, and fliould feem, now more 
than ever, to be in pofleflion of them, is here over
ruled fuddenly, t i l l , on it.? return to the zenith of Gerr i , 
again it refumts the abfolute command over the rain, and 
reconducts it to the Line to furniih diflant deluges to the 
fouthward. 

M r . Bruce fays it is in February* March , or A p r i l 
only, the plague begins in Egypt. M r . Bruce does not 
believe it an endemial difeafe, but rather thinks it 
comes from Conftantinople with merchandife, or paf-
fengers, and at this time of the year, that the air having 
attained a degree of putridity proper to receive it by the 
long abfence of dews, the infection is thereto joined, 
and continues to rage t i l l it is fuddenly flopped by thc 
xlews occafioned by a refrefhing mixture of rain-water, 
which is poured out into the Nile at the beginning of due 
inundation. 

Thefirftandmoftremarkable fign of thechange brought 
about in the air is the fudden flopping of the plague at 
.Saint John's day; every perfon, though fliut up from foci-
ety for months before, buys, fells, and communicates with 
his neighbour without any fort of apprehenfion; and it 
was never known, as far as M r . Bruce could learn 
.upon fair inquiry, that one fell fick of the plague 
after this anniverfary : it wi l l be obferved M r . Bruce 
does not fay died; there are, examples of that, though 
he believes but few ; the plague is not always a difeafe 
that fuddenly terminates, it often takes a confiderable 
time to come to a head, appearing only by fymptoms; fo 
that people raken i l l , under the moft putrid influence of 
the air, linger on, ftruggling with the difeafe which has 
already got fuch hold that they cannot recover ; but 
what M r . Bruce fays he means is, that no perfon is taken 
i l l of the plague fo as to die after the dew has fallen in 
June; and no fymptoms ofthe plague are ever commonly 
feen in Egypt but in thofe fpring months already men
tioned, the greater part of which are totally defti'tute of 
moifture. 

M r . Bruce then mentions a circumftance, which i s 

«niverfally known, and cannot be denied. Thc Turks and 
Moors 



Moors are known to be predeftinarians; they believe the 
hour of man's death is fo immutably fixed that nothing 
can either advance or defer't an inftant. Secure in- t;-.is 
principle, they expofe in the market-place, imrrn: e y 
after Saint John's day, the clothes of the n> .-./' h 
fands that have died during the late continuance of ibe 
plague, all which imbibe the mo-ft air of the < a 
anrT the mornmg, are handled, bou 0ht, put on. and 
worn without ar.v apprchenhon of danger; and though 
thefe confift of tors, cotton, filk, and wo>l! n c!ot:. , 
which are fluff* the moft retentive of the infi&ipri, no 
accident happens to thofe who wear them from this their 
happy confidence. • y 

M r . Bruce now returns back to his guide Woldo,, 
whom thev had left fettling their reception with the 
chief ofthe \ illage of Gecfii. They found the meafurcs 
taken by this man fuch as convinced them at once of 
his capacity and attachment. The miferable Agows, af-
fembled all around him, were too much interelted in the 
appearance our travellers made, not to be exceedingly 
inouifitivc how Idfcg their flay Was to be among them. 
TheV faw, by the horfe driven before them, that they 
belonged to Kafil, and fufpected, for the fame reafon, 
that thev were to maintain them, or, in other words, 
t'lat thev fhould live at difcrefioo upon them as long as 
theychofe to tany there; but Woldo, with great ad-
dref«, bad difptlled thele fears almoft as foon as they 
were formed. He informed them of the king's grant to 
M r . Bruce of the village of Geefh : that Falil's tvranny 
;oid avarice would end that day, and another mafter, 
like Negade Ras Georgis, was come to pafs a ch earful 
time among them, with a refolution to pay for even 
labour the) were ordered to perform, and purchafe all 
tilings lor ready money : be added, moreover, that no 
military fcrvice was further to be exacted from them, 
either bv the king or governor of Hamot, nor from their 
pufent mailer, as he bad no enemies. They found 
this news had circulated with great rapidity, and they 
met with a hearty welcome upon their arrival at the 
village. 

Woldo had afked a houfe from the Shorn, who very 
c m l l v had granted M r . Bruce his own; j t W ; 1 S ' ; , . \ 



large enough to ferve him, but they were obliged to take 
poffcffion of four or five others, and they were fearce
iy fettled in thefe, when a fervant arrived from Fafil to 
intimate to the Shum his furrendry of the property and 
fovereignty o f Geefh to M r . Bruce, in conf "cqucnce of a 
grant from the k i n g : he brought with him a fine, large, 
milk-white cow, two fheep, and two goats; the' Bleep 
and goats M r . Bruce underftood were irom Wclleta 
Yafous. Fafil alfo fent them fix jars of hydromel, fifty 
wheat loaves of very excellent bread, and to this W e l 
leta Yafous had added two middle fized horns of ex
cellent ftrong fpirits. Their hearts were now perfectly 
at eafe, and they paffed a very merry evening. Woldo, 
who had done his part to great perfection, and had re
conciled thc minds of all the people of the village to 
our travellers, had a little apprehenfion for himfelf; he 
thought lie had loft credit with M r . Bruce> and therefore 
employed thc fervant of Ayto Aylo to defire M r . Bruce 
not to fpeak of the fafh to Fafil's fervant. Our traveller 
affuredhim, that, as long as he faw him acting properly, 
as he now did, it was much more probable he fhould 
give him another fafh on their return, than complain of 
the means he had ufed to get this laft. This entirely re
moved all his fears, and indeed as long after as he was 
with them, he every day deferved more and more their 
commendations. 

Woldo was now perfectly happy; he had no fuperior 
or fpy over his actions; he had explained himfelf to the 
Shum, that they fhould want fomebody to buy neceffa-
ries to make bread for our travellers, and to take care of 
the management of their houfe. They difplayed their 
lefter articles for barter to the Shum, and told him the 
moft confiderable purchafes, fuch as oxen and fheep, 
were to be paid in gold. H e was ftruck with the appear
ance of our travellers wealth, and the generofity of their 
propofals, and told Woldo that he infilled, fince they 
were in his houfes, they would take his daughters for 
their houfe keepers. The propofal was a moft° reafona-
ble one, and readily accepted. He accordingly fent for 
three in an inftant, and they delivered them their charge. 
The eldeft took it upon her readily, fhe was about fixteen 
years-of age, of a ftature above the middle fize, but fhe 
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was remarkably genteel, and, colour apart, her features 
would have made her a beauty in any country in Europe • 
fhe was, bciides, very fprightly ; they underflood no-
one word of her language, though flic comprehended 
very eafily the figns that they made. This nymph of 
the Ni le was called by nick name Irpone, which fignities 
fome animal that deitroys mice, but whether of the fer
ret or fnake k ind , M r . Brrce could not perfectly under-
ftand ; fometimes it was one, and fometimes another, but 
which it was he thought of no great importance. 

After difpofmg of fome of their flock in purchafes. 
flie thought herfelf obliged to render our traveller-, an 
account, iind give back the rclidue at night 10 Wol . 
wi th a proteftation that fhe had not ftolen or kept any 
thing to herfelf. M r . Bruce looked upon this regular 

.accounting as an ungenerous treatment of their ber.ekv-
trefs. M r . Bruce called on Woldo, and made him pro
duce a parcel that contained the fame with the firft com
modities they had given her; and this confifted of beads, 
antimony, fmall feiffats, knives and large needles, fie 
then brought out a packet of the fame that had not been 
broken, and told her, they were intended to be diilribut-
ed among her friends, and that they expected no account 
from her j on the contrary, that, after fhe had beftowed 
thefe, to buy them neccflarics, and for any purpofes the 
pleafed, he had ftill as many more to leave her at parting, 
for the trouble fhe had given herfelf. M r . Bruce often 
thought the head of the little favage would have turned 
with the pofleflion of fo much riches, and fo great confi
dence, and it was impoflible to be fo blinded, as not to 
fee that our traveller had already made great progrefs i n 
her affections. T o thc number of trifles he had added 
one ounce of gold, value about fifty (hillings Sterling,, 
which he thought would defray their expences all the 
time they (laid ; and having now perfectly arranged the 
oeconomy of their family, nothing remained but to make 
the proper obfervations. 

As the houfes are all clay and draw, there was no 
place for fixing his clock; he was therefore obliged to 
employ a very excellent watch made for him by Ellicott. 
The dawn now began, and a few minutes afterwards 
every body was at their d mrs; ever)- one crowded to 
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fee them, and they breakfafted in public with very great 
cheerfulnefs, 'I he white cow was killed, and every one 
was invited to his (hare of her. ThedShum, prieft ofthe 
ri \er , would likewife have been of the paity, but hcde-
clined either fitting or eating wi th them, though his fons 
were not fo fcrupulous. 

Once a year, upon this principal fountain and altar 
already mentioned, on the ful l appearance ofthe dog-ftar, 
(or, as others fay, eleven days after) this prieft aft'emblcs 
the heads ofthe clans ; and having factificed a black hei
fer that never bore a calf, they plunge thc head of it 
into this fountain, they then wrap it up in its own hide, 
fo as no more to be feen, after having fprinkled the hide 
within and without with water from the fountain. 
The carcafe is then fplit in half, and cleaned with extra
ordinary care; and, thus prepared, it is laid upon the, 
hilioek over thc firft fountain, and waflied all over with 
its v. ter , while the elders, or confiderable people, carry 
water in their hands joined (it muft not be i n any difti) 
from the two other fountains ; they then alTemblc upon 
the fmall b i l l a little Weft of St Michael , (it ufed w b f 
the place where the church now ftands) there they divide 
thc carcafe into pieces correfponding to the number of 
the tr:bes, and, each tribe has its privilege, or preten
tious, to particular parts, which are not in proportion to 
the prefent confequencc of the feveral clans. Geefh has 
a principal flice, though the moft inconfiderable territory 
of the whole; Sacala has the next ; and Zeegam, the 
moft ccrdbkrable of them all in power and riches, has 
the leaft of the whole. After bsving ate this carcafe raw, 
according to their cultom, and drunk the Ni le water, 
to the exclufion of any other licju' r, they pile up the 
hones on the place where they lit, and burn them to 
aft.es. 

1 his ufed to be performed where the church now 
ftands; but Ras Scla Chriftos, fome time after, having 
beaten the Agows, and defjrous, at the Jefuits inftiga-
tion, to comert them to Chriftianity, he demolifhed 
their altar where the bones were burnt, and built a church 
upon the fitc, the doors of which, M r . Bruce believes, 
were never opened fince that reign, nor is there now, as 
far as he could perceive, any Chriftian there who might 
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with to fee it frequented. After Sela Chriftos had de-
moliflied their altar by building this church, they ate the 
carcafe, and burnt the bones, on the top of the mountain 
of Geefh out ofthe way of profanation, where the vef-
tiges of this ceremony may yet be feen; but probably 
the fatigue attending this, and the great indilference their 
late governors have had for Chriftianity, have brought 
them back to a fmall hillock by the fide of the marlh, 
weft of St Michael's church, and a little to the fouth
ward, where they perform this folemnity every year, and 
they w i l l probably refume their firft altar when the 
church is fallen to ruins, which th«y are every day pr i 
vately haftening. 

Having finifhed their bloody banquet, they carry the 
head, clofe wrapt from fight in the hide, into the ca
vern, which they fay reaches below the fountains, and 
there, by a common light, without torches, or a num. 
ber of candles, as denoting a folemnity, they perform 
their worfhip, the particulars of which M r . Bruce never 
could learn ; it in apiece of free-mafonary, which every 
body knows, and nobody ventures to reveal. At a cer
tain time of thc night they leave the cave, but at what 
time, or bv what rule, our traveller could not learn ; 
neither would they tell him what became of the head, 
whether it was ate, or buried, or how confumed. The 
Abyffinians have a ftory, probably created by themfelves, 
that tlie devil appear-, to them, and with him they eat the 
head, (wearing obedience to him upon certain conditions, 
that of fending rain, and a good feafon for their bees and 
cattle; however this may be, it is certain, that t luy 
pray to the fpirit refiding in the river, whom they calf, 
the bverlafting God , Light of the W o r l d , Eve of the 
World , G o d of Peace, their Saviour, and Father of the 
Univcrfe. 

Their landlord, the Shum, made no fcruple of reciting 
his prayers for feafonable rain, for plenty of grafs, for 
the prcfervation of ferpents, at leaft of one kind of this 
reptile ; he alfo deprecated ihunder in thefe prayers, 
which he pronounced very pathetically with a kind of 
tone o« long ; he called the river " Moft H i g h G o d , Spj 
viour of the W o r l d ; " of the other words M r . Bruce 
could ttot well judge, but by the interpretation of Wol -
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do. Thofe titles, however, of divinity which he gave 
to the river, he could perfectly comprehend without an 
interpreter, and for thefe only he is a voucher. 

M r . Bruce afked the prieft, into whofe good graces 
he had purpofcly infinuated himfelf, i f ever any fpirit 
had been feen by him ? He anfwered, without befit*-, 
tion, Yes ; very frequently. He faid he had feen rhe 
fpirit the evening of thc 3d, (juft as the fun was letting) 
under a tree, which he fhewed our traveller at a 
diftance, who told him of the death of a fon, and alfo 
that a party from Fafil's army was coming; that, being 
afraid, he confulted his ferpent, who ate readily and 
heartily, from which he knew no harm was to facial him 
from his vifitors. M r . Bruce aiked him, i f he could 
prevail on the fpirit to appear to him. He faid he could 
not venture to make that requeft. H e faid he was of a 
very graceful figure and appearance; he thought ra
ther older than middle age; but he feldom chofe to look at 
his face; he had a long white beard, his cloths not l ike 
theirs of leather, but like filk, of the fafhion of the coun
try. M r . Bruce afked him how he was ceitain it was 
not a man ? he laughed, or rather fncered, fhaking his 
head, and faying, " No , no, it is no man, but a fpirit." 
M r . Bruce then defired to know why he prayed againft 
thunder. He faid, becaufe it was hurtful to the bees, 
their great revenue being honey and wax : then, why 
he prayed for ferpents? he replied, Becaufe they taught 
him the coming of good or evi l . It feems they have 
all feveral of thefe creatures in the neighbourhood, and 
the richer fort always in their houfes, whom they take care 
of, and feed before they undertake a journey, or any 
affair of confequence. They take this animal from his 
hole, and put butter and milk before h im, of which 
he is extravagantly fond ; i f he does not eat, lil-fortune 
is near at hand. 

Before an invafion of the Gal la , or an inroad of the 
enemy, they fay thefe ferpents difappear, and are nowhere 
to be found. Fafil , thc fagacious and cunning governor 
of the country, was, as it was faid, greatly addicted to 
this fpecies of divination, in fo much as never to mount 
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his horfr, Or go from home, i f an animal of this k ind, 
which ho had in his keeping, refufed to eat. 

The Shum's name was Kefla Abay, or Servant of the 
river; he was a man about feventy, not very lean, but 
infirm, fully as much fo as might have been expected 

Trom that age. He conceived that he might have had 
eighty-four or eighty-five children. That honourable 
charge which he poflefled had been in his family from 
the beginning of the world, as he imagined. Indeed, 
i f all his predeceflbrs had as numerous families as he, 
there was no probability of the fuccefiion devolving to 
ftrangers. He had a long white beard, and very mode
rately thick ; an ornament rare in Abyflinia, where they 
have feldom any hair upon their chin. He had round 
his body a Ikin wrapt and tied with a broad belt. _ Above 
this he wore a cloak with the hood up, and covering his 
head ; he was bare-legged, but had fandals, much like 
thofe upon ancient ftatues ; thefe, however, he put off as 
foon as ever he approached the bog where the Nile rifes, 
which our travellers were all likewife obliged to d' * 
They were allowed to drink the. water, but make no 
other ufe of it. None of the inhabitants of Geefh vrafh 
themfelves, or their cloths, in the Ni le , but in a ftream 
that falls from the mountain of Geefh down into the 
plain of Aflfoa, which runs fouth, and meets the Nile in 
its turn northward, palling the country of the Gafats 
and Gongas. 

Thc Agows, in whofe country the Ni le rifes, are, in 
point of number, one of the moft confiderable nations in 
Abyflinia ; when their whole force is railed, which fel
dom happens, they can bring to the field 4 0 0 0 horfe, and-
a great number ot foot; they were, however, once much 
more powerful ; feveral unfucccfsful battles, and the per
petual inroads of thc Galla, have much diminifhed their 
ftrengtli. The country, indeed, is ftill full of inhabitants ; 
but trom their hiftory we learn, that one clan, called 
Zeegam, maintained lingly a war againft the king him-
lelf, from the time of Socinios to that of Yafou§ 
the Great, who, after al l , overcame them by fm-
prife and ftratagem ; and that another clan, the Dengufc 
in like manner maintained the war againft I ' a - t l T d i - ' 
Hannts I . and Yafous I I . all of them attives princes' 

° 5 Their 



2$8 S I I A W S A B R I D G E M E N T O F 

Their riches, however, are ftill greater than their power, 
for though their province in length is no where 60 miles, 
nor half that in breadth, yet Gondar and all the neigh
bouring country depend for the ncceflaries of life, cattle, 
honey, butter, wheat, hides, wax, and a number of 
fuch articles, upon the Agows, who came conftantly 
i n fucceftion, a thoufand and fifteen hundred at a time, 
loaded with thefe commodities, to thc capital. As the 
dependence upon the Agows is for their produce rather 
than on the forces of their country, it has been a maxim 
with wife princes to compound with them for an additional 
tribute, inftead of their military fervice; the ncceffities 
of the times have fometimes altered thefe wife regula
tions, and between their attachment to Fafil, and after
wards to Ras Michael, the}' have been very much reduced, 
whereby the ftate hath fuffered. 

It may naturally be fuppofed, that, in a long carriage, 
fuch as that of hundred miles in fuch a climate, but
ter muft melt, and be in a ftate of fufion, confequently 
very near putrefaction; this is prevented by the root of 
an herb, called Moc-moco, yellow in colour, and in a 
fhape nearly refembling a carrot; this they bruife and 
mix with their butter, and a very fmall quantity preferves 
i t frefh for a confiderable time ; and this is a great faving 
and convenience; for, fuppofing fait was employed, it is 
very doubtful i f it would anfwer the intention ; befides, 
fait is a money in this country, being circulated in the 
form of wedges, or bricks, it ferves the purpofc of filver 
co'u\', and is the change of gold ; fo that this herb is of 
the utmoft ufe in preventing the increafe in price of this 

. ncceifarv article, which is the principal food of all ranks 
of people in this country. 

Befides the market of Gondar, the neighbourng black 
favages, the woolly-headed Shangalla, purchafe the great
eft part ot thefe commodities from them, and many others, 
which they bring from the capital when they return 
thence; they receive in exchange elephants teeth, rhino-
c'.ros horns, gold in fmall pellets, and a quantity of very 

" f i n e cotton ; ot which goods they might receive a much 
, greater quantity were they content to cultivate trade in a 

fair way, without making inroads upon thefe favages for 



the fake of flaves, and thereby ditturbing them in their 
occupations of feeking for gold and hunting tho ele
phant. 

The cloathing of the Agows is all of hides, which they 
foften and manufacture in a method peculiar ro themfelves, 
and this they wear in the rainy feafon. when the weather 
is cold, for here the rainy feafons are of long duration' 
and violent, which ftill increafes the nearer you ap
proach the Line. The younger fort are chiefly naked, 
the married women carrying their children about with 
them upon their backs; their cloathing is like a fhirt. 
down to their feet, and girded with a belt or girdle 
about their middle -. the lower part of it refembles a 
large double petticoat, one ply of which they turn 
back over their (boulders, fattening it with a broach,, 
or (kewcr, acrofs their breaft before, and carrying thei r 
children in it behind. The women are generally thin, 
and, like the men, below the middle fize. There is 
no fuch thing as barrennefs known among them. 1 bey 
begin to bear children before eleven ; thev marry ge
nerally about that age, and are marriageable two years 
before: they clofe child-hearing before they are thirty, 
though there are feveral mftancCS to the contrary. 

Bclides what they fell, and what they pay to the go
vernor of Damot, the Agows have a particular tribute 
which they prefent to the king : one thoufand dabra of 
honey, each dabra containing about fixtv pounds weight, 
being a large earthen veffel. They pay, moreover, fit'-' 
teen hundred oxen and iooo ounces of go ld ; formerly 
the number of jars of honey was four thoufand, but fe
veral of thefe villages being daily given to private peo^ f 

pie by the king, the quantity is diminifhed by thc quota 
fo alienated. The butter is all fold ; and, fince the fata! ' 
battle oi Bcnja, the king's fhare comes only to about 
one thoufand j;trs. '1 he officer that keeps the accounts, 
and fees the rents paid, is (died Agow Mivik-m; his 
pod is worth one thoufand ounces of gold; and bv this ' 
it may be judged with what ceconomy this revenue is 
collected. 

Though M r . Bruce had with him two large tents fuf-
ficient/or his people, he.was advi&dfto tike «Ou%ffioa 6i ' 
the houfes to fecute their moles and horfes from thieves 
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in thc night, as alfo from the affaults of wi ld heafts, of 
which this country is full. Almoft every fmall collec
tion of houfes has behind it a large cave, or fubterra-
neous dwelling, dug in the rock, of a prodigious capa
city, and which mult have been a work of great labour. 
It is not poffible at this diftance of time, to fay whether 
thefe caverns were the ancient habitation of the Ago\v9-> 
when they were Troglodytes, or whether they were in
tended for retreats upon any alarm of an irruption of 
the Gal la into their country. 

O n the 9th of November, M r . Bruce having finifhed 
his memorandum releating to thefe remarkable places, 
traced again on foot the whole courfe of this river from 
its fource to the plain of Goutto. H e was unattended 
by any one, having with him only two hunting dogs, and 
his gun in his hand. The quantity of game of all forts, 
efpecially the deer k ind , was, indeed, furpriling; but 
though he was, as ufual, a very fuccefsful fportfman, he 
was obliged, for want of help, to leave each deer where 
he fell. They fleep in the wild oats, and do not rife 
t i l l you are about to tread upon them, and then flare at 
you for half a minute before they attempt to run off. 

Our travellers having now finifhed their bufincfs, no-
thing remained but to depart. They had paffed their 
time in perfect harmony ; the addrefs of Woldo, and the 
great attachment of their friend Irepone, had kept their 
houfe in a chearful abundance. T hey had lived, it is 
true, too magnificently for phifolophers, but neither idly 
nor riotoufly ; and he believes never wi l l any fifCertign of 
Geefh be again fo popular, or reign over his fubjects 
with greater mildnefs. M r . Bruce had praftifed medicine 
gratis, anb! kil led, for three days fucceifively, a cow each 
day for the poor and the neighbours. He had cloathed 
the high prieft of the N i l e from head to foot, as alfo 
his two fons, and decorated two of his daughters with 
beads of all the colours of the rajnbow, adding every 
iother- little prefent they feemed fond of, or that our tra
vellers thought would be agreeable. A s for their ami
able Irepone, they had referved for her the choiceft o f 
their prefents, the moft valuable of every article they had 
wi th them, and a large proportion of every one 
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of them, they alfo gave her fome gold ; but (he, more 
generous and nobler in her fentiments than they, feemed 
to pay little attention to thefe that announced to her the 
feparation from her friends ; (he tore her fine hair, which 
fhe had every day before braided in a newer and more 
graceful manner ; fhe threw herfelf upon the ground in 
the houfe, and refufed to fee our travellers mount on 
horfeback, or take their leave, and came not to the door 
t i l l thev were already fet out, then followed them with 
her good withes and her eyes as far as fhe could fee or 
be heard. 

M r . Bruce took his leave of Kefla Abay, the venera
ble pried of the moft famous river in the world, who 
recommended him with great earneftnefs to the care of 
his god, which as one of our travellers humoroufly 
enough obferved, meant nothing lefs than he hoped the 
devil would take him. A l l the young men in the v i l 
lage, with lances and ihiclds, attended them to Saint M i 
chael Sacala, that is, to the borders of their country, 
and end of M i . Bruce's little fovereignty. 

TRAVELS 
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T O D I S C O V E R 

The S O U R C E of the N I L E . 

B O O K V I I . 

Return from the Source cf the Nile to Gondar—Mr. Brace 
prepares to leave Jbyjfinia. 

O N the ioth of November, 1770, our travellers left 
Gccfh in their return to Gondar, and paifed the 

Abav, under the church of Saint Michael Sacala. The 
next day, thev continued their journey in their former 
road, and in the afternoon they halted at thc houfe of 
Shalaka Welled Amlac, with whom M r . Bruce was well 
acquainted at Gondar; his houfe is called Welled Abea 
Ahbo, from a church of Ahbo about an eighth part of a 
mile diftant. 

Here M r . Bruce fettled with his former guide W o l d o , 
to his per feci fat is faction, and cancelled entirely the me
mory of fome difagreeable things paffed. He then con-
figned our travellers very folemnly to Ayto Aylo 's fer
vant, in pretence of Welled Amlac, and then took his 
leave. 

O n the tzth of November, having fettled their account 
with their hoft, they fet out from thc hofpitable houfe 
o f Shalaka Welled Amlac. Their landlord accompa
nied them in perfon to the ford, and by this, and his 
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readincfs to fhcw them what he thought worthy o f their 
curiofity, and by his care in afcertaining for them the 
diftances and fituations of places, he gave them a certain 
proof he was well contented, and therefore that they had 
nothing to fear. 

They gained with difficulty the middle of the river, 
where the bottom was firm, and there they refted a littfe. 
Whilft they were wading near the other fide, they found 
foul ground, but thc water was (hallow, and the banks 
low and eafy to afcend. The river fide, as far as ihey 
couid fee, was bare and deftitute of wood of any kind, 
only bordered with thirties and high, grafs, and the water 
tinged deep with red earth, of which its banks are com-
pofed. This paffage is called Delakus, and is paffable 
from the end of October to the middle of May. Imme
diately on the top of the hi l l aft-ending from the river is 
the fmall town of Delakus, which gives this ford its 
name; it is more confiderable in appearance than is the 
generality of thefe fmall towns or villages in Abyf
linia, becaufe inhabited by Mahometans only, a trad
ing, frugal, intelligent, and induftrious people. 

Their conductor, Welled Amlac, put our travellers in 
mind of the fervice he had rendered them, and they were 
not unmindful of him. He had been received with very 
great refpecl at the laft place, and it is incredible with 
what expedition he fwallowed near a pound of raw flcfh 
CUt from the buttocks of the animal yet alive. After 
fome horns of hvdromel, he paffed to the other fide, 
where he was received with ftill more affection, i f poffi
ble, hy Welleta Michael, and there he began again to 
cat the raw meat with an appetite as keen as i f he had 
failed for whole days'; he then configned our travellers 
to Ayto Welleta Michael, his friend, who furnifhed 
them with a fervant to conduct themon'thcir way, while 
he himfelf remained that night at the ford. 

They left the ford at fii e in the evening, and, purfuing 
their journey north, they paffed thc fmall town of De
lakus, continuing along the hill among little fpots of 
brufh-wood anil fmall fields of corn intermixed. 

Maitfha, the place our travellers were now preparing 
to leave, is governed by ninctv-nine Shums, and is an 
appendage of the office of Betwudet, to whom it pays 
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two thoufand ounces of gold. The people are origi
nally of thofe Galla weft of the Abay. Yafous the 
Great, when at war with that people, who, in many 
preceding reigns, had laid wafte the provinces of Gojam 
and Damot, and efpecially Agow, when he paifed the 
Abay, found thefe people at variance among themfelves ' 
and the k ing , who was every where victorious, being 
joined by the weakeft, advanced to Narea, and, on his 
return, tranfplanted thefe Galla into Maitfha, placing 
part of them along the Nile to guard the paffes. His 
fucceffors at different times followed his example; part 
they fettled in Maitfha, and part along the banks ofthe 
N i l e in Damot and Gojam, where being converted to 
Chriftianity, at leaft to fuch Chriftianity as is profeffed 
in Abyffinia, they have increafed exceedingly, and 
amounted, at leaft before the war in 1 7 6 8 , to 1 5 , 0 0 0 
men, of whom about 4 0 0 0 ate horfemen. 

M r . Bruce's fervants and baggage arrived at Gondar, 
while he himfelf went to Kofcam, and thus finifhed their 
long-projected expedition, or journey, to the fountains 
of the Nile , having, in their return home, made as it 
were the chord of the arch of their former journey, or 
about ninety-three miles. 

It was not t i l l the 2 3 d of November, owing, to the 
troubles that then reigned in the capital of Abyflinia, that 
M r . Bruce faw the Iteghe. She fent for him early in thc 
morning, and had a large breakfaft prepared : fhe looked 
very much worn out and indifpofed. When he came 
firft into her prefence, he kneeled, with his forehead 
to the ground. She put on a very ferious countenance, 
and, without defiring him to rife, faid gravely to her 
people about her, " There, fee that madman, who in 
times like, thefe, when we the natives of the country are 
not fafe in our own houfes, rafhly, againft all advice, 
runs out into the fields to be hunted like a wi ld beaft by 
every robber, of which this country is f u l l . " She then 
made him a fign to rife, which he did, and kiffed her 
hand. Madam, (faid he,) i f I did this, it was i n 
confequence of the good leffons your majelty deigned to 
give me."—" M e ! (fays fhe,) with furprife, was it I 
that advifed you, at fuch a time as this, to put yourfelf 
in the way of men like Coque Abou Barea, and \ Y o d-
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age Afahel, to be ill-ufed ; robbed, and probably mur 
dered ?"—" N o , (faid M r . Bruce,) Madam, you cer
tainly never did give me fuch advice ; but you mult own 
that everyday 1 have heard you fay, when you was 
threatened by a multitude of powerful enemies, that j ou 
was not afraid, you was in God's hands, and not 
in theirs. Now, Madam, Providence has hitherto pro
tected you : I have, in humble imitation of you, had 
the fame Chriftian confidence, and I have fucceeded. 
I knew I was i n God's bands, and therefore va»» 
lued not the bad intentions of all the robbers in Abyf
finia." 

M r . Bruce next proceeds to give the hiftory of the 
Abyifmians during his refidence among them. This 
fabje£t employs feveral fheets; but, as they contain only 
a detail of horrid rebellions, battles, blood and flaughter, 
and fuch as the readers of this abridgement can be no 
ways interefted i n , we fhall content ourftlves with ob-
ferving, that M r . Bruce feems to have fhewn great courage 
in feveral inftances, and on that account was prefented 
by the king with a large chain of gold, with very maffy 
links, which he doubled twice, and then put it over M r . 
Bruce's neck. The chain confuted of i 84 links, each 
c f them weighing 3 i - u pennyweights of fine gold. « It 
was with the utmoft reluftance, (fays M r . Bruce) that, 
being in want of every thing, I fold a great part of this 
honourable diltinclion at Sennaar in my return home. It 
is hoped my fucceffors wi l l never have the fame excufe 
1 had for further diminilhing this honourable monument 
which I have left them." 

After the troubles had ceafed, and Ras Michael, o f 
whom we have before fpoken, was fent away prifoner 
from Gondar, the queen returned to Kofcam, where 
M r . Bruce paifed a great part of bis time ; but his health 
declining every day,he had obtained,with great difficulty, 
liberty from her to attempt his return home. The k ing , 
too, after a hundred exceptions and provifos, had at 
length been brought to give an unwilling confent. 

Captain Thomas Price, of the Lion of Bombay, had 
been obliged, by his bufinefs with the government of 
Mecca, to continue at Jidda, t i l l the feafon after M r . 
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Bruce went from thence to Abyflinia. He had already 
heard once from him, ami now a fecond time. He in 
formed M r . Bruce, that his countrymen had been in the 
greateft pain for him ; that feveral reports had been cur
rent, both at Jidda and Mocha, of his having been 
aflaflinated ; fometimes it was faid by the Naybe of 
Mafuah ; fometimes that it had happened at Gondar; by 
othors at Sennaar, in his return home. Captain Price 
wrote in this laft letter, that, thinking M r . Bruce mtift 
be diftreffed for want of money, he had left orders with 
Ibrahim Seraff, the Englifh broker at Jidda, to advance-
him to~o crowns, dctiring his draft to bo fent to Ibra
him, directed to him or his brother at Rombay, and to 
make it payable to a gentleman of that name who lived in 
Smithfield. 

M r . Bruce's refolution being now taken, and leave ob
tained, he confiders this as the proper place to refume the 
account of his finances. M r . bruce had occalioiially 
borrowed from a Greek, whofe name was Petros. This 
man was originally a native of the ifland of Rhodes, 
which he mutt have left early, for he was not at this 
time much palt thirry ; he had been by trade a fhoemaker. 
For what reafon he left his own country, M r . Bruce 
dots not know, but he was of a Very pleating figure and 
adurefj, though very timid. The Iteghe very much 
diftinguifhed him, and thc king had made him A z c -
kffa el Cani'tha, winch anfwers precifcly to groom of 
thc Hole, or firft lord of the bed-chamber in England. 
Being pliant, c ivi l , and artful, and always well-dreiTed, 
he had gained the good graces of thc whole court; he 
was alfo rich, as the king was generous, and his perqui-
fites not incordidcrable. 

After one ofthe campa;gr.s. in which a dwarf was fhot 
who was Handing before Ras Michael, and the palace fet 
on fire in the fray which followed, the crown, which was 
under Petros's charge, was melted ; the gold, indeed, 
that it confifted of, was afterwards found, but there was 
faid to have been on the top of it a pearl, or jewel, 
of immenfe price and fize, larger than a pigeon's egg; 
and this, whatever it wan, had difappeared, being in all 
probability confuined by the fire, Ras Michael , on the 
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eontrary, believed that it had been taken out by Petros 
with a view to lell i t , and for this reafon he had con
ftantly refufed him liberty to leave Abyflinia, and had 
kept him always in fear, that fome day or other he would 
ftiip him of all that he had faved. While Michael was 
befieging the mountain Haramat, Petros befeeched M r . 
Bruce to take 30 1. of him, and give him his firft, 
fecond, and third bil l of exchange upon Meffrs Julian and 
Rola, his corrcfpondenis at Cairo, payable a month after 
fight, to the Maronite Bilhop of Mount Sinai, after 
which he fet out for his own country, i» forma paupcrif, 
and thereby efcaped the rapacity of both Ras Michael 
and thc Naybe of Mafuah. A l for the b i l l , it came 
duly to hand, and was paid to the bifhop, -who would 
very fain have received for each of the duplicates, and 
Was near being baiiinado'd for infilling upon this before 
the Bey at Cairo. 

M r ! Bruce had made a fhew, and, as he himfelf fays, 
with fome degree of oflentation, of fending his gold 
chain to Cairo by the hands of Metical Aga's fervant, 
declaring always that it was thc only piece of Abyflinian 
gold he fhould carry out of the country, which he 
was to leave, both in fact and appealancc, a pauper. 
Mules are the only beafls /for carnage commonly ufed 
in Abyffinia, though bulls and cows, of a particular 
kind, are bought for the purpofe by carrier?, merchants, 
and fuch like, in that country, efpecially near the 
mines or quarries of fait ; they ate very flow, however, 
an I capable of no great burden, though very eafily 
maintained. M r . Bruce bad abundance of mules of bis 
o . n tor carrying his inllruments and baggage, and tho 
king and Iteghe furnifhed him with others for his own 
riding, l i e had, befides, two favourite horfes, which 
he intended to attempt to carry home, foolifhly enough -y 

for though he thought in his own mind, that he was fuffi-
ciently informed of, and prepared for all forts of 
hardfhips, lie bad not forefcen the hundreth part o f 
the d,fliculties and dangers that were then awaiting 
him. 

Since the Iteghe had returned, M r . Bruce always lived 
at Kofcam by her own defire, as her health was very 
precarious fince her refidence in Gojam. This fuit«d 
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his intention of withdrawing privately, and therefore, 
not to multiply the number of leave-takings, he had re
duced his whob: attendance to the king and queen. 

M r . Bruce's whole attention was now taken up in pre
parations for his return through the kingdom ot Sennaar 
and the defert. M r . Bruce's does not wifh to take up 
thc reader's time with a long narrative of leave-taking, 
or what paffed between him and thofe illuftnous per-
fonages, with whom he had lived fo long in the moft 
perfect; and cordial friendfhip. M e n of little, and en
vious minds, would perhaps think he was compofing a 
panegyric upon himfelf, from which, therefore, he fays, 
he moft willingly refrains. 

M r . Bruce then mentions what paffed at the laft in
terview he had with the Iteghe, two days before his de
parture. Tenfa Chriftos, who was one of thc chief 
priefts of Gondar, was a native of Gojam, and cemfe-
quently of the low church, or a follower of Abba Eufta-
thius, in other words, as great an enemy as poffible to 
the Catholic, or as they w i l l call it, the religion of the 
Franks. He was, however, reputed a perfon of great 
probity and fanclity of manners, and had been on all oc-
cafions rather civil and friendly to M r . Bruce when they 
met, though evidently not defirous of any intimate con
nections or friendfhip; and as M r . Bruce, on his part, 
expected little advantage from connecting himfelf w ith a 
man of his principles, he very willingly kept at all poffi
ble diftance. 

This prieft came often to the-Itcghe's and Ayto Aylo ' s , 
with both of whom he was much in favour, and here M r . 
Bruce happened to meet him, when he was taking his 
leave in the evening. " I beg of you, (faid he) Yagoube, 
as a favour, to tell me, now you are immediately going 
away from this country, and you can anfwer me without 
fear, Are you really a Frank, or are you not r "—" Sir , 
(faid M r . Bruce) I do not know what you mean by fear ; 
I fhould as little decline anfwering you any queftion you 
have to afk had I ten years to (lay, as now 1 am to quit 
this country to-morrow : I came recommended, and was 
well received by the king and Ras Michael : I neither 
taught nor preached ; no man ever heard me fay a word 
about my particular mode of worfhip; and as often as my 
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<3uty lias called me, I have never failed to attend dfvine 
fervice as it is eftablifhed in this country. What is thc 
ground of fear that I ihould have, while under the kin s 
protection, and cuftoms of Abyifinia ?''—*• True, (replied 
Tenia Chriftos) I do not fay you fhould be alarmed ; 
whatever your faith is I would defend you myfelf • the 
Iteghe knows I always fpoke well of you, but wi l l you 
gratify an old man's curiofity, in telling me whether or 
not you really are a Frank, Catholic, or Jefuit ?" 

'* I have too great a regard, (replied M r . Bruce) ro the 
requeft of a man, fo truly good and viituous as you, not 
to have anfwered you the quetHon at whatever time you 
could have afked me; and 1 do now declare to you, by 
the word of a Chriftian, that my countrymen and I are 
more diftant in matters of religion, from thefe yon call 
Catholics, Jefuits, or Franks, than you and your Abyi i i -
nians are; and that a prieft of my religion, preaching in 
any country fubject to thofe Franks, would as certainly 
be brought to the gallows as i f he had committed murder, 
and juft as fpcedily as you would ftone a Catholic prieft 
preaching here in the midil of Gondar. Everv man i i 
our country is allowed to ferve God in his own way; an I 
as long as their teachers confine themfelves to what the 
facred books have told them, they can teach no i l l , and 
therefore deferve no puniihment. No religion, indeed, 
teaches a man evil; but, when forgetting this, they preach 
againft government, curfe the king, ahfolve his fuhjects 
from allegiance, or incite them to rebellion, as being law
ful, the fword of the civil power cuts them off, without 
any blame falling upon their religion, becaufe thefe things 
were done in contradiction to what their priefts, from the 
fcripture, fliould have taught them were truly the tenets 
of that very religion." The Iteghe now interpofed, and 
the fubject was dropped. 

M r . Bruce then got up, and, pafting to the other 
fide of the room, he flood by Tenia Chriftos, faying to 
him, " A n d now, holy father, 1 have one, laft favour 
to alk you, which is your forgivenefs, i f I have at any 
time offended you ; your blcfting, now that I am imme
diately to depart, i f I have not ; and your prayers while 
on my long and dangerous journey, through countries of 
Infidels and Pagans." 
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A hum of applaufe founded all throughout the room. 
The Iteghe faid fomething, hut what, M r . Bruce did not 
hear. Tenia Chriftos was furprifed apparently at M r . 
Bruce's humility, which he had not expected, and cried 
out, with tears in his eyes, " Is it poffible, Yagoube, 
that you believe my prayers can do you any good ?" • 
* f I mould not be a Chriftian, as 1 profefs to be, Father 
(replied M r . Bruce) i f I had any doubt of the effect of 
good men's prayers." So faying, be ftooped to kits his 
hand, when he laid a fmall iron crofs upon his head, 
and, to our travellers great furprife, inilead of a bene
diction, repeated the Lord's prayer. M r . Bruce was 
afraid he would have kept him Hooping t i l l he fliould 
add thc ten commandments likewife, when be concluded, 
" Gz ic r y' Baracuc," May God blefs you. After 
which, M r . Bruce made bis obeifance to the Iteghe, and 
immediately withdrew, it not being the cuftom, at pub
lic audiences, to falute any one in die prefence of the 
fovereign. 

Twenty greafy monks, however, had placed themfelves 
in his way as he went out, that thev might have the ere-
dit of giving him the bleffing likewife after Tenfa 
Chriftos. As he had very little faith in the prayers of 
thefe drones, fo he had fome reluctance to kifs their 
greafy hands and flecves; however, in running this 
difagreeable gauntlet, he gave them his bleffing in En
glifh,—" Lord fend you all a halter, as he did to Abba 
Salama," (meaning thc Acab Saat.) But they, thinking 
he was recommending them to the patriarch Abba Salama 
pronounced at random, with great feeming devotion, 
their Amen,—So be it. 
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T R A V E L S 

T O D I S C O V E R 

The S O U R C E of the N I L E . 

B O O K V I I I . 

Mr. Bruce returns by Sennaar throng}} Nubia and the great 
dejert—Arrives at Alexandria, and afterwards at Mar-
fcilles. 

O N thc 26th of December, 1771, at one o'clock in 
the afternoon, M r . Bruce left Gondar. He had 

purpofed to fet out early in the morning, but was detain
ed by the importunity of his friends. The king bad de
layed his fctting out, by feveral orders fent him in the 
evening each day ; and he plainly faw there was fome 
meaning in this, and that he was wifhing to throw diffi
culties in the way, t i l l fome accident, or bidden emer-
gencv ( never wanting in that country) fhould make it ab
solutely impoffible for him to leave Abyffinia. When 
therefore the lalt meffitge came to Kofcam on thc 2 7 t h , at 
night, M r . Bruce returned his refpeedful duty to bis ma-
jelly, put him in mind of his promife, and fomcwhat 
pecvifhly, he believes, intreated him to leave him to his foi-
tune; that his fervants were already gone, and he was 
refolved to fet out next morning. 

The next morning early, M r . Bruce was furprifed at 
the arrival of a young nobleman, lately made one of his 
bed-chamber, with fifty light horfe. As he was fa-
tisfied, that leaving Abyflinia, without parade, as pri
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vatcly as poffible, was thc only way to pafs through Sen-
near, he therefore infilled upon none of his friends ac-
compaying him, and he begged to decline this efcort. 
A t one o'clock^ M r . Bruce fet out by the weft fide of De
bra T z a i , having the mountain on their right hand. 
From the top of that afcent, they faw the plain and Hat 
country below, black, and, in its appearance, one thick 
w rood, which fome authors have called lately, the Miu— 
meta, or Nubian forcft. 

A l l the difafters which M r , Bruce had been threaten
ed with in the courfe of the journey, which he had 
thus begun, now prefented themfelves to his mind, and 
made, for a moment, a ftrong impreffion upon his fpirits. 
But it was too late to draw back, thc dye was caff, for 
life or for death; home was before him, however diftant; 
and if , through the protection of Providence, be fliould 
be fortunate enough to arrive there, he promifed himfelf 
both eafe and the applaufe of his country, and of all un
prejudiced men of ferae and learning in Europe, for hav. 
ing, by bi.s own private efforts alone, compleated a difco-
vrry, which had, from early ages, defied theaddrefs, in-
duftry, and courage of all the world. 

Having rather hardened, than comforted his heart by 
thefe reflections, he now advanced down the fteep fide of 
the mountain, through very ftrong and rugged ground, 
torn up by the torrents that fall on every fide from above. 
This is called the Dcfcent of Moura ; and though both 
they and their beads were in great health and fpirits, they 
could not, with their utmoft endeavours, ac'.i ance much 
more than one mile an hour. Two Greeks, one of whom 
only was his fervant, and a third, nearly blind, flying 
from poverty and want; an old janilfary, who had come 
to Abyffinia with thc Abuna, and Copht who left them 
at Sennaar; thefe, and fome common men who took 
charge of the beafls, and were to go no further than 
Tcherki n, were his only companions in this long and 
weary journey. 

On the 28th they entered a thick wood, winding 
round a h i l l , in a fouth-caft direction, to gee into the 
plain below, where they were furrounded by a great 
multitude of men, armed with lances, fhields, flings and 
large clubs or flicks, who rained a fhower of ftones to
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wards tliem ; bat they were at fuch a dittanee, that all o f 
them fell grt atly fhort of them. VVk c the r this was owing ' 
to fear, or not, they did rot know; but fup;>oaug that 
it was, they thought it their imereit to keep it up as much 
as poffible. M r . Biuce therefore ordered two Ihots to 
be fired over iheir bea Is ; not with any intention to hurt 
them, but to let them hear, by the balls whiffling arnon? 
the leaves of tne trees that their guns carried farther 
than any of their flings ; and that, diitant as they then 
were, they were not in fafety, i f they had a oifpolition 
to do harm. They feemed to undentand their meaning, 
by gliding through among die bulhes, and appearing ,.t 
the top of a hi l l farther olf, where thev continued hoop
ing, and crying, and making ligns, which our tra-ellers 
could riot, neitliet did they endeavour to underlland. 

Whi l e reding on the banks of the river Mogeteh, they 
had been overtaken by two men, and two women, who 
were driving two loaded aifes, and were going to 
Tcherkin ; they had defiled leave to keep compaijy with 
our travellers, for fear of danger on the road. M r . Bruce 
had two Abyffinian fervants, 'out they were not yet come 
up, attending one of the baggage mules that was lame,'* 
T h ey were obliged then to have recourfe to one of thefe 
flranger women, who underflood the language of T i g r £ , 
and undertook readily to carry their rneflage to a 
ftranger, who was flill very bufy making iigns from be
hind a tree, without coming one flep nearer. 

M r . Bruce's meffage to them was, that i f they fhewed 
the fmallefl appearance of further infolencc : cither by ap
proaching the tent, or flinging hones that nighr, the 
next morning, when the hone he expected were come up, 
he would burn their town, and put every man of them 
to thc fword. A very fubmifiive anfuer was fent back, 
with a heap of "Ties in excufe of what they called their 
miftake. His two fervants coming foon after, both of 
whom, hereafter, Were to be in the ferviee of Ayto Confu, 
went boldly one to each \ illage, to bring two goats, fome 
jars o f bouza, and to prepare fifty loaves of head f i r 
next morning, 'fhe goat- were difpatched inflantly, fo 
was the bouza ; but when the morning came, the people 
bad all fled from their* houfes. without pieparing any 
bread. 'I hefc villages were called Gimbaar. 1 bey were 

° three 



three in number ; each fituated upon the top of a pointed 
h i l l , in a direction from eaft to w eft, and made a very beau
tiful appearance from the plain below. 

O n the 2 9 t h , they left the inhofpitable villages of 
Gimbaar, not without entertaining fome apprehenfions 
of meeting the inhabitants again in the courfe of the day. 
But though they took every precaution againft being Cut-
prifed, that prudence could dictate, their fears ofthe en
counter did not rife to any great height. M r . Bruce got, 
indeed, on horfeback, leaving his mule, and, putting 
on his coat of mail, leaving the lire-arms under thc com
mand of Hagi Ifmael, the old Turk , he rode always a-
bout a quarter of a mile before the baggage, that they 
might not come fuddenly upon them, as they had done 
the night before. However, they met with no opposi
tion, but proceeded on to Waalia, and at half paft four 
in the afternoon encamped in the market-place. 

Waalia is a collection of villages, each placed upon the 
top of a h i l l , and inclofing, as i n a circle, an extenfive 
flat piece of ground about three miles over, on which a 
very well-frequented market is kept. The name is given 
it from a fpecics of bnall pigeons, with yellow breafts 
and variegated back, the f.iteft and beft of all the pigeon 
k ind . Waalia lies due N . W . from Gondar. 

O n the 3 0 t h , they fet out from Waalia, and proceeded 
along the M a i L u m i , or the River of Lemons. A pro
digious quantity of fruit loaded the branches of thefe 
trees even likely to break them : and thefe were in all 
ftages of ripenefs. Multitudes of bloftbms covered thc op
pofite part of thc tree, and font forth thc moft delicious 
odour pclhble. They provided themfelves amply with 
this fruit. The natives make no ufe of it, but our tra
vellers found it a great refreshment to them, both mixed 
with their water, and as fauce to their meat, of which 
they had now no great variety fince their onions bad 
failed them, and a fupply of them was no longer to be 
procured. 

They foon after reached the pafs of Dav-Dohha, a 
very narrow defile, full of ftrata of rocks, like ftcps of 
flairs, but fo high, that, without leaping, or being 
pulled up. no horfe or mule can afcend. Befides, the 
defcent, though Ihort, is very fleep, and almoil choaked 
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up by huge Hones, which the torrents, after wafhing 
the earth from about them, had rolled down from the 
mountain above. Both lides of the dehle arc covered 
thick with wood and bufhes, efpecially that deferrable 
thorn thc kantuffa, fo juftly reprobated i n Abyflinia. 
Having extricated themfelves fuccefsfully from this pais, 
their fpirits were fo elated, that they began to think their 
journey now at an end, not re Heeling how many pa lies, 
foil of real danger, were Hill before them. 

O n the morning of the zd of January, 1772, M r . 
Bruce having dreiled his hair, perfumed it according to 
the cuftom o f the country, and put on clean cloths, with 
no other arms but his knife, and a pair of piftols at his 
girdle, came out of the tent to mount his mule for 
Tcherkin. He now faw Confu's fervant, whofe name was 
Wclleta Yafous, pulling the Guinea-fowls and pigeons 
out ofthe pannier, where his fervants had put them, and 
fcattering them upon the ground, faying to thofe who 
interrupted him, " Throw away this carrion ; you fhall 
have, a better break fad and dinner, to-day ;" and turning 
to M r . Bruce, more than ordinarily ple&fcd at feeing him 
dreffed, and that he continued to ufe the Abyffinian 
habit, he jumped upon his mule, and appeared in great 
fpiri ts . They all fet out at a brifker pace than ufual, by 
the afliftance of the two frefh mules. 

They paifed through the midft of feveral fmall villages, 
and at lait M r . Bruce pitched his tent in the market
place at Tcherkin, which feemed a beautiful lawn laid 
out for pleafure, fhaded with fine old trees, of an enor
mous height and fize, and watered by a fmall but -veiy 
limped brook, running over beds of pebbles as white as 
fnow. 

The impatient Welleta Yofous would oaly give M r . 
Bruce time to fee his» quadrant and other inltrumcnts 
fafeiy flowed, but hurried him through a very narrow 
and crooked path up the fide of the mountain, at every 
turn of which was placed a great rock or ftone, the 
flation for mufquets to enfilade the different flages ofthe 
road below, where it was ftrait for any difrance. They 
at laft reached the outer court, where M r . Bruce faw a 
great many of his old acquaintance, whom he had known 
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at Ozoro Efther's houfe at Gondar, and who all wel
comed him with the greateft demonftrations of joy, as i f 
he liad come from a long journey. 

M r . Bruce was then taken to an inner apartment, 
where, to his great furprife, inftead of Ayto Confu, he 
faw his mother, OzorO Either, fitting on a couch, and 
at her feet the fecretary'a daughter, the beautiful Tecla 
M a r i a m ; and, foon after, the fecretary himfelf, and 
feveral others belong ng to the court. After having 
made a profound obeifar-ce, " Ozoro Either, (faid M r . 
Bruce) I cannot fpeak for furprife. W h a t is the mean
ing of your having left Gondar to come into this wilder-
nefs? As for Tecla Mariam, I am not furprifed at feeing 
her: I know fhe at any time would rather die than leave 
you ; but that yon have both come hither without Ayto 
Confu, and in fo fhort a time, is what I cannot compre
hend.!'—" There is nothing fo flrange in this, (replied 
Ozoro Either) the troops of Begemder have taken away 
my hufband, Ras Michael , G o d knows where ; and, 
therefore, being now a ftngle woman, I-am refolved to 
go to Jerufalem to pray for my hufband, and to die 
there, and be buried in thc Holy Sepulchre. You would 
not (lay with us, fo we are going with you. Is there 
any thing furpriflng in all th is :" 

u But tell me truly, (faid Tecla Mariam) you that 
know every thing, while peeping and poring through 
thefe long glaifes, did not you learn by the ftars that we 
were to meet you here ?"—" Madam, (anfwered M r . 
Bruce) i f there was one ftar in the firmament that had 
announced to me fuch agreeable news, I fhould have rc-
lapfed into the old idolatry of this country, and wor
shipped that Oar for the reft of my life." Breakfaft now 
came in ; the converfation took a very lively turn, and 
from the fecretary our traveller learned that the matter 
flood thus : The k ing , reftoring the villages to the 
Iteghe, according to the ftipuiation of his laft treaty with 
Powuffen, thought that he might fo far infringe upon it, 
from gratitude to Ras Michael , as to give part of the 
the number to Ozoro Either, the Iteghe's daughter; and 
A y t o Confu, going to Tcherkin to hunt, he took his 
mother along with him to put her in pofleflion ; for the 
Iteghe's people were not lambs, nor did they pay much 
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regard to trie orders of thc king, nor to that ofthe Iteghe 
their miflrefs. 

They how wanted only the prefcnce of Ayto Confu to 
make their b a p p i r i e f s complete; he came about four, and 
with him Ayto Engedan, and a great company. 'I here 
was nothing but rejoicing on all fides. Seven ladies, re
lations and companions of Ozoro Either, came with Ayto 
Confu ; and M r . Bruce confeiTes this to have been one of 
the bappieft moments of his life. He quite forgot the 
difaflrous journey he had before him, and all the dangers 
that awaited him. He began even to regret being fo far 
in his way to leave Abyifinia forever. 

Ayto Confa's houfe at Tcheikin is built on the edge 
of a precipice, which takes its name from the mountain 
Amba Tcherkin. It is built all with cane very arti
ficially, the outer wall being compofed of fafcines of 
canes, fo neatly joined together as not to be penetrated 
by rain or wdnd. The entry is from the fouth fide of it, 
very crooked and diffcub, half way up the reck. O n 
the eaft, is a very plentiful fpring, which furnifhes the 
houfe with excellent uater. Yet, after a l l , this houfe, 
though" iriacceflibk, is not dcfenfible, and affords very 
little fa&tytn its maDer : for the bnangana, with flax, or 
any thing combufii'de. tied to the point of their arrows, 
would ealily fet it cn fi e if they once approached if . and 
the Abyffinians with guns could as eafily deftroy i t , as, 
on fuch occaiions, they wrap their balls in cotton wads. 
The infide of the ftate rooms were hung with long 
flripes of carpeting, and the floors covered with the 
fame. 

About Tcherkin is great plenty of game of every 
fort, elephants, rhlhoberoies, and a great number o f 
buffaloes, which differ nothing in form from the buf
faloes of Europe or c f Egypt, but very much ir. temper 
and difpofition. They are fierce, rafb, and fearlefs of 
danger ; and, contrary to the practice of any other crea
ture not carnivorous, they attack the traveller and the 
hunter equally, and it requires addrefs to cfcape from 
them. 1 hey feem to be, of all other*, the creature 
thc mofl given to eafe and indulgence. They lie under 
the moft Ihady trees, near large pools of water, of which 
they make conftant ufe, and fhep foundly all the dav 
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long. Thc flcfh of the female is very good -when fat,, 
hut that of the male, hard, lean, and difagreeable. Their 
horns arc ufed in various manners by the turners, in which 
craft the Abyffinians arc very expert. 

Though they were ali happy to their with in this ett-
v: ruited mountain, the active fpirit of Ayto Confu could 
not red; he was come to hunt thc elephant, and hunt 

• h i m he would. A l l thofe rhat underitood any thing of 
this exercife had afiembled from a great diftancc to meet 
Ayto Confu at Tcherkin. He and Emjrcan, from the 
moment they arrived, had been overlooking, from the 
precipice, their fervants training and managing their 
horfes in the market-place below. Grea f bunches of the 
ftneft canes had been brought from Kuara for javelins ; 
and the whole houfe was employed in fitting heads to 
them in the moft advantageous manner. M r . Bruce, 
though he fays he fhould have been very well contented 
to have remained where he was, yet the preparations for 
fport of fo noble a kind routed bis fpirits, and made him 
defirous to join in it. On the other hand, the ladies all 
declared, that they thought, by leaving them, they were 
devoting them to death or Ilavcry, as they did not doubt, 
i f the Shangalla miffed the hunting party, they would 
come forward to the mountain and flay them all . But 
a fufneient garrifon was left, and they were wed tiffined 
that the Shangalla, being informed they were out, and 
armed, and knowing their numbers, would take care to 
keep clofe in their thickets far out of their way. 

On the 6th, an hour before day, after a hearty break-
faft, they mounted on horfeback, to the number c f about 
thirty belonging to A}-to Confu. But there was another 
body, both of horfe and foot, which made hunting 
the elephant their particular bufinefs. Thefe men dwell 
conftantly in the woods, and know very little c f thc ufe 
of bread, l iv ing entirely upon the flefh of the beafls 
they k i l l , chiefly that of the elephant or rhinoceros. 
They are exceedingly thin, light, and agile, both on 
horfeback and foot; are very fwarthy, though few c f 
them black ; none of them woolly-headed, and all of 
them have European features. They are called Agageer, 
a name of their profeffion, not of their nation, which 
comes from thc word Agar, and figniftes to hough or 
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ham-ftring with a fharp weapon. More properlv it 
means, indeed, ihe cutting the tendon of the heel, and 
is a characteriftic of the manner in which they k i l l the 
elephant, which is fnortly as fo l lows:—Two men, ab
folutely naked, without any rag or covering at all about 
them, get on horfeback ; this precaution is from fear of 
beiog laid hold of by the trees or bufhes, in making 
their cfcape from a veiy watchful enemy. One of thefe 
riders fits upon the back of the horfe, fometimes with a 
faddle, and fometimes without one, with only a ftvitrh 
or fhort fdck in one hand, carefully managing the 
bridle with the other : behind him fits his companion, 
who has no other arms but a broad-fwerd, fuch as is uled 
by the Sclavonians, and which is brought from Tri t i te . 
I lis left hand is employed grafpin*' thc i.vord by the han
dle, and about fourteen inches ot ti:e blade is co.ered 
with whip-cord. This part he takes i l l his right han.i, 
without any danger of being hurt by i t ; and, though the 
edges of the lower part of the fword are as fharp as a 
razor, he carries it without a fcabbard. 

As foon as the elephant is found feeding, the horfe-
man rides before him as near his face as pol.ible; or, i f 
he flies, crolfcs him in all directions, crying out, " 1 am 
fuch a man and fuch a man; this is my horfe, that 
has fuch a name: I killed your father in Lich a plaor, 
and your grandfather in fuch another place, and 1 am 
now come to k i l l you ; you are but an afs in comparifon 
of them." This nonfenfe he verily believes the elephant 
ur.derftands, who chafed and angry at hearing the noi if 
immediately before him, fecks to fetze him with his trunk-
or probofcis, and, intent upon this, follows the horfe 
everywhere, turning round with him frequently, ncgletTt-
ful of making his efcape by running ftraight forward, 
in which conftfts his only frfety. After having made 
him turn once or twice in puriuit of the horfe, the korfe-
nian rides clofe up aiong-fide of him, and dropa his 
companion juft behind on the off fide : and while he en
gages the elephant's attention upon the horfe, the footman 
behind gives him a drawn ftroke jult above the heel, 
or what in man is called the tendon o f Achilles. This 
is the critical moment ; the horfeman immediately wheels 
round, and takes his companion up behind him. and 

p 4 ' rides 



rides off full fpeed after the reft of the herd, i f they 
have ftarted more than one; and fometimes an expert 
Agageer w i l l k i l l three out of one herd. I f the fword 
is good, and the man not afraid, the tendon is com-
monly entirely feparated ; and i f it is not cut through, 
it is generally fo far divided, that the animal, with 
the ftrefs he puts upon it, breaks the remaining part 
afunder. In cither cafe, he remains incapable of ad-
vancmg a ftep, t i l l the horfeman returning, or his com
panions coming up, pierce him through with javelins and 
lances ; he then falls to the ground, and expires with 
the lefs of blood. 

The Agageer neareft M r . Bruce prefently lamed his 
elephant, and left him Handing. Ayto Engedan, Ayto 
Confu, Guebra Mariam, and feveral ethers, fixed their 
fpears in the other, before the Agageer had cut his ten
dons. - M r . Bruce's Agageer, however, having wounded 
the firft elephant, failed in the purfuit of the fecond, 
and, being clofe upnn him at entering'the wood, he re
ceived a violent blow from a branch of a tree which the 
elephant had bent by his Weight, and, after pading, al-
lrwcu it te reph ce itfelf, when it kn< eked down both 
the riders, and very rrueh hurt the Korfe*. ' i his, in
deed, is the gre t darger in eFphant-humiing; fcr fome 
of the trees, that are dry and fhort, break, by the'violent 
preffure r.f fo irnmenfe a body moving fo rapidiy, and fail 
upon fhe pttffuers, or acrofs the reads. But the greateft 
number i f thefe trees, being of a fucculent quality, they 
bend without breaking, and return quickly to their former 
petition, when they ft like both horfe and man fo vio
lently, thai they often beat them to pieces, and fcatter 
them upon the plain. Dextrous, too, as the riders are, 
ihe elephant fometimes reaches them with his trunk, 
with which he dafhes the horfe againft the ground, 
and then ftts bis feet upon him, t i l l he tears him limb 
from limb with his probofcis ; a great many hunters die 
this way. Betides this, thc foil , at this time of the year, 
is fplit into deep chafms, or cavities, by the heat ofthe 
fun. fo that nothing can be more dangerous than the 
riding. 

As foon as the elephant is flain, they cut the whole 
flefh eft his bones into things, like thc reins of a 
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bridle, and hang thefe, like fcifoons, upon the branches 
of trees, t i l l they become perfectly drv, without fait, 
and they then lay them by for their provikon i n the feafon 
of the rams. 

There now remained but t.vo elephants of thofe tkat 
had been dilcovered'j' which were a the one with a calf. 
The Agageer would willingly have let thefe alone, as the 
teeth oi me female are very fmall, and the yonng one is 
of no fort of value, even for food, its Befh fhrinking 
much upon drying. But the hunters would not be limit
ed in their fpoit. The people having obferved the place 
of her retreat, thither thev eagerly followed. She was 
very foon found, a id as foon lamed by the Agagcers; but 
when they came to wound her with the darts, as crery 
one did in their turn, to their very great farprife, the 
young one which had been fulfered to efcape unheeded 
and uupurfued, came out from the thicket apparently in 
great anger, running upon the horfes and men with all the 
violence it was matter of. M r . Bruce was amazed, and 
as much as ever he was. apon Inch an occalion, aft lifted, 
at feeing thc great affection of the little animal defending 
its wounded mother, heediefs of its o n life or fafety. 
He therefore cried to them for God's fake to fpare the 
mother, though it was then too late : and the calf had 
made feveral rude attacks upon M r . , Bruce, which he a-
voided without difficulty ; but lie fays he is happy to this 
day, in the reflection that he did not iirike it. At laft, 
m iking one of its attacks upon Ayto Engedan. it hurt 
him a little on the leg ; upon which he thruit it through 
v.-iih hi.', lance, as others did after, and it then fell dead 
beioK its wounded mother, whom it had fo affectionately 
defended. 

" ilere ( M r . Bruce fays) is an example of a beaft, a 
young one too, poffe fling abstracted fentiments to a very 
high degree. B y its flight on the firft appearance of 
the hunters, it is plain it apprehended danger to itfelf, it 
aifo reflected upon that of its mother, which was the 
caufe of its return "to her aililtance. This affection cr 
duty, or let us call it any thing we pleafe, except ini i ini t , 
was ftrongrr than i he f a r of danger; and it muft have 



it refolved to make its belt and laft efforts, for it never 
attempted to fly afterwards." 
. M r . Bruce and his party then fought about for the buf

faloes and rhinoccroles; but though there was plenty of 
both in the neighbourhood, they could not find them ; 
their noife and {hooting in the morning having probably 
feared them away. One rhinoceros was only feen by a 
fervant. They returned in the evening to a great fire? 

and lay all night under the fhade of trees. 
The next morning they were on horfeback by the 

dawn of day in fearch of the rhinoceros, many of which 
they had heard make a very deep groan and cry as the 
morning approached ; feveral ofthe Agagecrs then joined 
them, and after they had fearched about an hour in thc 
very thickeft part of the wood, one of them rufhed out 
with great violence, crofting the plain towards a wood ot 
canes that was about two miles diftance. But though he 
ran, or rather trotted, with furprifing fpecd, Confuiering 
his bulk, he was, in a very little time, transfixed with 
thirty or forty javelins ; which fo confounded him, that 
he left his purpofe of going to the wood, and ran into a 
deep "hole,, ditch, or ravine, a cut de fnc, without outlet, 
breaking above a dozen of the javelins as he entered. 
Here they thought he was caught as in a trap, for he had 
fcarce room to turn; when a fervant, who had a gun, 
ftanding direclly over him, fired at his heart, and the ani
mal fell immediately, to all appearance dead. A l l thofe 
on foot now jumped in with their knives to cut him up, 
and they had fcarce begun, when the animal recovered fo 
far as to rife upon bis knees; happy then was the man that 
efcaped firft; and had not one ofthe Agageers, who was 
himfelf engaged in the ravine, cut the finew of the hind-
leg as he was retreating, there would have been a very 
forrowful account of the foot-hunters that day. 

After having difpatched him, M r . Bruce was curious 
to fee what wound the fhot had given, which had operated 
fo violently upon fo huge an animal; and he doubted not 
i t was in the brain. But it had ft ruck him no where but 
upon the point of the foremoft horn, of which it had car
ried off above an inch ; and thisbecafioned a concuftion 
that had ftunned him for a minute, t i l l thc bleeding had 
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recovered him. M r . Bruce preferved the horn from cu
riofity, and has it now by him. 

They had not gone far before a wi ld boar arofe between 
M r . Bruce and Ayto Engedan, which aur traveller im
mediately killed with his javelin. This was the fport 
M r . Bruce had been many years ufed to in Barbary, and 
was infinitely more dextrous at it than any of the prefent 
company ; this put him more upon a par with his compa
nions, who had not failed to laugh at him, upon his 
horfe's refufal to carry him near either to the elephant 
or rhinoceros. 

Ammonios was a man of approved courage and con
duct, and had been in all the wars of Ras Michael , and 
was placed about Ayto Confu, to lead the troops, curb 
the prefumption, and check the impetuofity of that youth
ful warrior. H e was tail, and aukwardly made ; flow in 
fpeech and motion, fo much as even to excite r idicule; 
about fixty years of age, and more corpulent than the 
Abyffinians generally are; in a word, as . pedantic and 
grave in his manner as it is poffible to exprefs. He fpent 
his whole leafure time in reading the fcripture, nor did 
he wil l ingly difcourfe of any thing elfe. He had been 
bred a foot foldier; and,, though he rode as well as many 
of the Abyffinians, yet, having long ftinup-ieathers, 
with iron tings at the end of them, into which he put 
his naked toe only, inilead of ftirrups, he had no ftrength 
or agility on horfeback, nor was his bridle fuch as could 
command his horfe to flop, or wind and turn fharply 
among trees, though he might make a tolerable figure on 
a plain. 

A boar, roufed on our right. I ..u wounded a horfe 
and a footman of Ayto Conm, and then efcaped. T w o 
buffaloes were found by thofe on the right, one of which 
wounded a horfe likewife. Ayto Confu, Engedan, Sue-
bra Mariam, and M r . Bruce killed the other with equal 
fharc of merit, without being in any fort of danger, A l l 
this was in little more than an hour when their fport 

feemed to be at the belt ; their horfes were confiderably 
blown, not tired, and though they were beating home
wards, flill they were looking very keenly for more game. 
Ammonios was on the left among the'' bufhes, and fome 
u.rge, beautiful, tall fpread ing-trees, clofe'on the banks 
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ofthe river Eedowi, which ftands there in pools. W h e 
ther thc buffalo found Ammonios, or Ammonios the 
b»iialo. is what they could never get him to explain to 
them; but be had wounded the beaft {lightly in the but
tock, which, in return, had gored Ids horfe, and thrown 
both him and it to the ground. L u c k i l y , however, his 
cloak had fallen oft", which the buffalo tore in pieces, 
and employed himfelf for a minute with that and with 
thc horfe, but then left them, and followed the man as foon 
as he law him rife and run. Ammonios got behind one 
large tree, and from that to another f l i l l larger. The 
buffalo turned very aukwardly, but kept clofe in purfuit; 
and there v.as no doubt he would have worn out their 
companion, who was not ufed to fuch quick motion. 
Ay to Engedan, who was near him, and might have af-
fiftcd him, was laughing, ready to die at the droll figure 
a man of Ammor.ios's grave carriage made, running a i d 
fkipping about naked, wirh a fwiftnefs he had never prac-
tifed all his life before ; and Engedan continued calling 
to Confu to partake of the diverlion. 

The moment M r . Bruce heard his repeated cries, he 
galloped out of the bufhes TO the pla^e where he was, 
and could not heip laughing at his ridiculous figure, 
very attentive to thc beafts motions, which feemed to 
dodge with great addrefs, and keep to his adverfary with 
the utmoft ol.ftinacy. A s foon as Engedan faw M r . 
Bruce, he cried, " Yagoube! for the love af Chrift 1 for 
the love of the bleffcd virgin 1 don't interfere till Confu 
comes up." Confu immediately arrived, and laughed 
more than Engedan, but did not offer to interfere; on 
the contrary, he clapped his hands, and cried, " W e l l 
done, Ammonios," (wearing he never faw fo equal a 
match in his life. Thc unfortunate Ammonios had been 
driven from tree to tree, t i l l he had got behind one with
in a few yards of the water ; but the biufh-wood upon 
the hanks, and his attention to the buffalo, hindered him 
from feeing how far it was below him. Nothing could 
te more ridiculous than to fto-him holding the tree with 
both his hands, peeping firft one way, and then another, 
to fee by which the beaft would turn. "And well he 
might be OQ his guard; for the animal was abfolutely 
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b e h i n d . " S i r , (faid M r . Bruce, to A y t o Confu) t h i s w i l l be 
but an ugly j o k e t o - n i g h t , i f we b r i n g home that m a n s 
corpfe, kitfed i n the very m i d ft o f us, w h i l e we were 
l o o k i n g o n . " S a y i n g , this , he parted at a canter be
h i n d the trees, c r y i n g to A m m o n i o s to throw h i m f e l f i n 
to the water , when he f l i o u l d ftrike the beaft; and feeing 
the buffalo's head turned f rom M r . B r u c e , at f u l l fpeed, 
be ran the fpear i n t o the lower part o f his b e l l y , t h r o u g h 
his wdiole interlines, t i l l it came but above a foot on the 
other fide, and there he left i t w i t h a view to hinder the 
baffalo f r o m t u r n i n g . It was a fpear w h i c h , t h o u g h 
f m a l l i n the head, had a ftrong, tough, feafened fhaf't, 
w h i c h d i d not break by f t r i k i n g it againft the trees a n d 
bulhes, and it pained and impeded the animal's m o t i o n s , 
t i l l A m m o n i o s q u i t t i n g the tree, daftied through the 
bufhes w i t h fome di f f iculty , and threw h i m f e l f into the 
r i v e r . But here a danger occurred that M r . Bruce had 
not foreiecn. T h e pool was-very deep, and Ammonios-
c o u l d not f w i m ; fo that though he efcaped from the buf
falo, he w o u l d i n f a l l i b l y have been d r o w n e d , had he not 
caught h o l d o f fome ftrong roots o f a tree fnooting out 
o f the b.rnk ; and there he lay i n perfect fafety from the 
enemy t i l l the fervants went r o u n d , and brought h i m out 
o f the pool on the further fide. 

In the mean t ime, the buffalo, m o r t a l l y w o u n d e d , fee
i n g his enemy had efcaped, kept his eyes intent u p o n 
the hunters, who were about forty yards from h i m , w a l k 
i n g backwards towards the company, w i t h intent to t u r n 
fuddenly upon the neareft horfe; when A y t o C o n f u or
dered t w o men w i t h guns to fhoot h i m through the head, 
and he inf tant ly fe l l . T h e t w o they firft k i l l e d were fe
males ; this laft was a b u l l , and one o f the largeft, con-
feffedly, that had ever been feen. T h o u g h not fat, M r . 
B r u c e iuppofes he weighed nearer fifty than forty ftone. 
H i s horns f rom the r o o t , f o l l o w i n g the l i n e of their 
curve, were about fifty-two inches, and nearly nine where 
thickeft i n the circumference. T h e y were flat not 
r o u n d . A y t o C o n f u ordered the head to be cut off, a n d 
cleared o f its flefh, fo that the horns and fkeleton o f the 
head o n l y remained ; this he h u n g up in his great ha l l 
among the probofces o f elcnhaats, and horns of r h i n o -



cerofes, with this infcripticn in his own language, M l b -
goubt the idpt killed this up-sn the ficdonii." 

The evening of the day whereon they fet out to hunt, 
fome men arrived from Ras el Feel fent by Yafine, with 
camels for their baggage, nothing but mules being ufed 
at Tcherkin. They brought word, that the Shangalla 
were down near the Tacazze, fo that now was the time 
to pafs without fear; that A b d el Jeleel, the former 
Shum of Ras el Feel, Valine's mortal enemy, had been 
feen lurking in the country rear Sancaho; but as he bad 
only four men, and was himlelf a known coward, it was 
not probable he would attempt any thing «gainft our 
travellers, though it would be always better for them to 
keep on their guard. 

Tcherkin has a market on Saturdays, in which raw 
cotton, cattle, honey, and coarfe cotton cloths are fold. 
The Shangalla formerly motefted Tcherkin greatly, but 
for thirty years pall they had done little damage. The 
fmall-pox raged fo violently for a number of years among 
them, that it greatly diminifhed their numbers, and conse
quently their power of troubling iheir neighbours. 

On Wednefday the eighth of January, M r . Bruce, 
having refUfied his quadrant with gicat attention, found 
the latitude of Tcherkin , to be 1 3 ° 7' 3 5 " n o r t h . But 
though from that time he was ready to depart, he could 
not poffibly get difengaged from his friends, but by a 
compofuion, which was, that he fhould flay t i l l the 1 5 t h , 
thc day before Ozoro Eflher and her company were to 
fet out on their return to Gondar; and that they, on 
their part, fliould fuffer M r . Bruce to depart on that day, 
without -further perfuafion, or throwing any obflacle 
whatever in his way. 

On the morning of the 1 cth of January, they left 
Tcherkin, and entered immediately into thi.ck woods; 
but proceeded very (lowly, the road being bad and un
known, i f it could be called a road, and their camels 
overloaded* 

On thc 17th in the morning, they came to Sancaho, 
an old frontier territory of Abyflin-'a. The town may 
confift of about 3 C 0 huts or houfes, neatly built o f 
canes, and curioufiy thatched with leaves of thc fame. 
It rifes in thc mkijt o i a plain, and refembles in fhape 
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Tcherkin Amba, though much larger; a confiderable dif-
tr ictal l around belongs to i t , of wilds and woods, i f fuch 
as thefe, abandoned entirely to wild beads, can be faid 
to belong to any man. The eaft end Hopes with rather a 
fteep defcent into the pla in; and through that is a nar
row winding road, feemingly the work of art, beino-
obftrufted at turns by huge ftones, and at different fta-
ges, for the purpofe o f defence by guns or arrows; all 
the other fides of the rock are perpendicular precipices. 
The inhabitants of the town are Eaafa, a race of Shan
galla, converted to the Mahometan religion. 

On the 2 0 t h , our travellers proceeded but a mile and 
a half; their beafts and themfelves being equally fa'igucd, 
and their cloaths torn all to rags, when they arrived at 
Guanjock, which is a very delightful fpot by the river 
fide; fmall woods of very high trees, interfperfed with 
very beautiful lawns ; feveral fields alio cultivated 
with cotton; variety of game (efpecially Guinea 
fowls, in great abundance) and, upon every tree, par-
roquets, of all the different kinds and colours, compote 
the beauties of Guanjook. M r . Bruce faw no parrot?, 
and fuppofes there were none ; but on firing a gun, the 
firft probably ever heard in thofe woods, there was fuch 
a fcreaming of other birds on all fides, fome flying to 
the place whence the noife came, and fome flying from 
it , that it was impoftible to hear diftinctly any other 
found. 

They continued the journey from thence, and at a 
quarter after one came to Mariam-Ohha, and at half 
paft three arrived at Hor-Cacamoot. Hor , in that 
country, fignifies the dry deep bed of a torrent, which 
has ceafed to run ; and Cacamoot, the fhade of death ; 
fo that Yafinc's village, where they now took up their 
quarters, is called the Valley of the hhadow of Death : 
A bad omen for weak and wandering travellers as they 
were, furrounded by a multitude of dangers, and fo far 
from home, that there feemed to be but one that could 
bring them thither. They truftcd in H i m , and He did 
deliver them. • 

Hor-Cacamoot is fituated in a plain in the midft of a 
wood, fo much only of which has been cleared away as 
to make room for the miferable huts of which it confifts 
and for the fmall fpots of ground on which they fow ma
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fhilla, or maize, to furniih them with bread. Their 
other food conlifts entirely of the fleih of the elephant 
and rhinoceros, and chiefly of the former , for the trou
ble of hunting die elephant is not greater than chafing 
the rhinoceros, and the difference of gain is much taper 
rior. The elephant has a greater quantity of better 
flefh, while his large teeth are verv valuable, and afford 
a ready price every where. The inhab'tants be'ng l t t ie 
acquainted with thc ufe of fire-arms, the fmaller game, 
of the deer kind, are not much moiefied, unlefs by the 
wi ld Shangalla, who make ufe. of bows and arrows, 
fo that tlvele animals ate incrcaied beyond imagin'tion. 

Ras el Feel confuted once o f thirty-nine villages. AH 
the Arabs of Atbara reforted to them with butter, hor 
ney, bonis , gold, and many other commodities; and 
the Shekh of Atbara, living upon the frontier of Sen
naar, enterU ined a conftant good correfpondence with 
the Shekh or Ras el Feel, to whom he fent yearly a 
DQngula horfe, two razors, and two dogs. Thc Shekh 
of Ras c l heel, in return, gave him a mule and a female 
flave; and thc effect o f this intercourfc was to keep all 
the intermediate Arabs in th«s«r duty, But fince the ex
pedition o f Yafous II.-againft Sennaar, no peace has 
ever fubfiiied between the two Hates ; on the contrary, 
all the Arabs that afhfted the king, and were defeated 
with him, pay tribute no longer to Sennaar, but live on 
thc frontiers o f AhyiTinia, and mi protected there. 

On the 17th of ivkrch, they fet out f r o m Hor-Cacr.-
moot on their journey to Teawa, thc capital of the pro
vince of Atbara. 

On the 18th, at half after fix in the morning, they 
continued their journey through thick, and a'moft im
penetrable woods lu l l of thorns; and in two hours came 
to the bed of a torrent, though in appearance dry, upon 
digging with their hands in the loofe fand, they found 
great pienty of frefh water exceedingly well tafled, being 
flickered by projecting rocks from the action ofthe fun. 
This is called Surf el Shekh. Here they filled their 
girbas, for there is very little good water to be found 
between this and Teawa. A g'rba is an ox's Hi in 
fmtared. and r'.e ed«ea fewed together very •:'.%•[•' 



refembling that upon (he belt Englifh cricket-balls. A n 
opening is left in the top of the girba, in the fame marv-
ner as the bung-hole ot a calk. Around this the fkin is 
gathered to the fize of a large handful, which, when the 
girba is full of water, is tied round with whip-cord. 
Thefe g^rbas generally contain about fixty gallons each, 
and two of thetn are the loa i of a camel. They are 
then all befmeared on the outildc with greafe, as wcil to 
hinder the water from oozing through, as to prevent its 
being evaporated by the action ofthe fun upon the girba, 
which in FaiS happened to them twice, fo as to put 
them in imminent danger ofperifhing with third. 

Yafine had provided a camel and two girbas.as well 
as every other proviiion neceffary for them, t i l l they 
fhould arrive at i'cawa. Surf el shekh is the boundary 
of Ras el Feel. Here M r . Bruce took an affectionate 
have of his friend Yafine, who, with ail bis attendants, 
fhewed, at parting, that love and attachment they had 
conftantly preferved t > M r . Bruce fince their hril ac
quaintance. 

On the zoth, our travellers arrived at Imferrha, and 
from thence were two hoars in going to Raibjd, for 
they were flying for their lives; the Si/i:ai>mt or hot-
wind, having llruck them not long aitci they had fet 
out from lnifcnha, and their little company, all but 
M r . Bruce, fell lick with thc quantity of poifonous va
pour that they had imbibed. Our traveller luppofes, 
that from Rafhid to Imferrha it is about five miles ; and 
though it is one of the moft dangerous halting places 
between Ras el Feel and Sennaar, yet they were fo e-
nervated, their flomaehs fo weak, and their head-achs fo 
violent, that they could not pitch their tent, but each 
wrapping himfelf in his cloak, religned himfelf immedi
ately to fleep, under thc cool ftude of the large trees., 
invited by the pleafant breeze from thc north, which 
feemed to be merely local, confined to this fmall grovq, 
created probably by the vicinity of thc water, and the 
agitation they had occasioned in i t . 

In this helplefs flate to which thev were reduced, M r . 
Bruce alone continued not weakened by the Simoom, nor 
overcome by fleep. A Ganyir Arab, who drove air 
afs laden with fait, took this opportunity of ftealfng 
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one of the mules, together with a lance and fhield be
longing to one of M r . Bruce's fervants. The country 
was lo woody, and he had fo much thc advantage of 
them in point of time, and they were in fo weak and dif-
courged a ftate, that it was thought in vain to purfue 
him one flop. So he got off with his booty, unlefs he 
was intercepted by finr.c of thofe wild hearts, which lie 
would find every where in his way, whether he return
ed to Ras el Feel, or the frontiers of Kuara, his own 
country. 

Having refrefhed themfelves with a little fleep, the 
next thing was to fill their girbas, or fkins, with water. 
But before they attempted this, M r . Bruce thought to 
try an experiment of mixing about twenty drops of 
fpirit of nitre in a horn of water about the fize of an 
ordinary tumbler. This he found greatly refrefhed 
him, though his head-ach it i l l continued. It had a 
much better effect upon his fervants, to whom he gave 
i t ; for they all feemed immediately recovered, and 
their fpirits much more fo, from the reflection that they 
had with them a remedy they could trurt to, i f they 
fhould again be fo unfortunate as to meet this poifonous 
wind or vapour. 

O n the 2 3 d , which was the feventh day fince they 
had left Ras el Feel, they arrived at Teawa, the prin
cipal village and refulencc of the Shekh of Atbara, be
tween three and four miles from thc ruins of Garigana. 
The whole diftance, then, from Hor-Cacamoot, may 
be about fixty-fivc miles to Teawa, as near as M r . Bruce 
then could compute. 

The ftrcngth of Teawa was about 25 horfe, o f which 
about ten were armed with coats of mail. They had 
about a dozen o f firelocks, very contemptible from the 
order in which they were kept, and rtiil more fo from 
thc hands that bore them. The reft of the inhabitants 
might amount to twelve hundred men, naked, miferable, 
and dcfpicable Arabs, l ike the reft of thofe that live in 
villages, who are much inferior in courage to the Arabs 
that dwell in tents: weak as its ftate was, it was the 
feat of government, and as fuch a certain degree of re
verence attended it. Such was the 'late of Teawa. Its 
eojpfequcncc was only to remain t i l l thc Daveina hVmld 
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rcfolvc to attack It, when its corn fields being burnt and 
deftroyed in a night by a multitude of horfemen, the 
bones of its inhabitants fcattcred upon the earth would 
be all its remains. 

We may judge of the dangerous fituation o f M r . 
Bruce at Teawa from what paffed "between him and F i -
dele, the Shekh, who was a man of a moft infamous 
character. M r . Bruce being fent for by the Shekh, he 
found him fitting in a fpacious room, in an alcove, on a 
large broad fofa like a bed, with India curtains gadier-
cd on each fide into feftoons. He called to a black boy 
who attended him, in a very furly tone, to bring him a 
p ipe; and, in much the fame voice, find to M r . Bruce, 
" W h a t ! alone ?" Our traveller replied. " Yes, whar are 
your commands with me?" M r . Bruce faw he either 
was, or affected to be, drunk, and which ever was thc 
cafe, he knew it would lead to mifchief; he therefore 
repented heartily of having corne into the houfe alone. 

After he had taken two whiffs of bis pipe, and the 
flave had left the room, ** Are you prepared ? (faid he) 
have you brought the needful along with you ?" M r . 
Bruce wilhed to have occafion to join Soliman, his fer
vant, and anfwered, «« M y fervants are at the outer door, 
and have the vomit you wanted." " D — n you and the 
vomit too, (faid he with great paffion) I want money, 
and not poifon. Where are your piaffres ?" " I am a 
bad p:rfon (replied M r . Bruce) to furnifh you with either. 
I have neither money nor poifon; but I advife you to 
drink a little warm water to clear your ftomacb, cool 
your head, and then lie down and compofe yourfelf; I 
w i l l fee you to-morrow morning." M r . Bruce was go
ing out. ** Haik im, {faid he) infidel, or devil, or what
ever is your name, hearken to what I fay. Confider 
where you are; this is the room where Mek Baady, a king, 
was flain by thc hand of my father : look at his blood, 
wdiere it has ftained the floor, which never could be wafh
ed out. I am informed you have 2 0 , 0 0 0 piaftres in gold 
with you ; cither give me 2000 before you go out of this 
chamber, or you fhall die; I wi l l put you to death with 
my own hand." LTpon this he took up his fword, that 
was lying at the head of his fofa, and, drawing it with 
a bravado, threw the fcabbard into the jaiddle of the 
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room ; and, tucking thc flceve of his fhirt above his e l 
bow like a butcher, faid, " I wait your anfwer." 

M r . Bruce na\v ftept one pace backwards, and held 
the little blundcrbufs in his hand, without taking it off 
the belt. He laid, in a firm tone of voice, " This is my 
anfwer : I am not *a man, as 1 have told you before, to 
die like a bcail by the hand of a drunkard j on your life, 
I charge you, fiir not from your fofa." He bad no need 
to give this injunction; he heard the noife which the clcf-
iug the joint in the itock of the blunderbufs made, and 
thought he had cocked it, and was initantly to fire. H e 
let his fword drop, and threw himfelf on his back on the 
fofacrying, " For God's fake, Ha ik im , I was but jett
ing ." Ac thc fame time, with all l i s might, be cried, 
" Brahlm! Mahomet 1 E l cooni 1 E l coom!"—« 4 I f one of 
your fervants approach me, (faid M r Bruce) that in
ftant I will blow you to pieces ; not one of them (hall 
enter this room ti l l thev bang in my fervants with them ; 
I have a number of them armed «t your gate, who w i l l 
break in the inltar.t they hear me fire." 

1 he women had come to t lx door, and M r . Police's 
fervants were admitted, each having a bluncerbufs in 
his band, and piltols at his gircde. '1 hey were now 
greatly an overmatch lor the Shekh* who fat far back on 
the fofa, and pretended that all he had dene was in joke, 
in which his fetvants joined., and a very confuted, de-
fulcory difcourfe followed, t i l l the ' l u rk , fherrifTe If-
mael,' happened to obferve the Shekh's fcabbard of his 
fword thrown upon the floor, on which he f II into a vio
lent fit of laughter. l i e endeavoured to make the Shekh 
underfland, that drunkards and cowards had more need 
of the fcabbard than the fword ; that he, Fidele, and the 
other drunkard that came to their houfe two or three 
nights before, who laid he was Shekh of Jehalna, were 
juit poffefled of the fame portion of courage and info-
lence. 

A s no good could be expected from this exooftulation, 
M r . Bruce ftopt i t , and took his leave, defiring the 
Shekh to go to bed and compofe himfelf, and not try 
any more of thefe experiments,, which would certainly 
endlin his fbame, i f not iu his punifhment. He made 
no aufwer, onlv wifhed them good night. 
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M r . Bruce and his fervants went to the door, through 
the feveral apartments, very much upon their guard, tor 
there was no perfon to light them out, and they were 
afraid of fome treachery or ambufh in the antichamber 
and dark paffages ; but they met nobody; and were, even 
at the outer gate, obliged to open the door themfelves. 
Without the gate there were about twenty people gathered 
together, but none of them with arms ; and, by the half 
words and expreihons they made ufe of, they could judge 
they were net the Shekb's friends. They followed them 
for a little, but difperfed before they arrived at their 
houfe. 

They had fcarce got rid of this real danger, when the 
apprehenfion of an imaginary one itruck them violently. 
The water at Teawa is Itagnant in pools, and exceeding
ly bad. Either that, or thc bou/.a, a kind of new beer 
which they fent them with their meat, had given all of 
them, at the fame time, a violent diarrhoea, and M r . 
Bruce was tormented with a perpetual third ever fince 
they had been overtaken by the iimoom; and the bouza 
being acid was not only more agreeable, but, he thought, 
relieved him more than bad water ; in this, therefore, he 
certainly had exceeded. When they found they were all 
taken i l l at the fame time, it come into their heads 
that Shekh Fidele had given them poifon in their dinner, 
and they were very much perplexed what they fhould do 
the next day. None of them, therefore, tailed the meat, 
fent them ; when at night, their friend, the black Have 
came, an 1 to her they frankly told their doubts. flie 
poor creature fell into fuch violent fits of laughing, which 
followed fo clofe the one upon the other, and killed fo 
long, that M r . Bruce feared fhe would have expired up
on the fpot. " It is the water, (laid fhe) ; it does fo to 
all ltrangcrs; and then fhe fell into another great fit of 
laughter. 1 1 C h i l d , (anfwered Mr- Bruce) you know the 
Shekh is not our friend, and there is noedier way to get 
rid of us than by poifon, as we eat every thing that comes 
from you without f e . i r " " And fo you may (faid flie) ; 
the Shekh could do no fuch thing without our knowledge,' 
and we would rather all be burnt alive than be guilty Of 
fo vile an action. Befides (faid fhe) this is not like Ha-
befh, where both meat and drink, brought to you, are 
tailed by the bearer before you ufe therrft There is no 
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fuch thing as poifon in Atbara; the lance arid the knife 
in the field, that is the manner in which they k i l l one 
another here." 

Thev then fhewed her their dinner uneaten, and fne 
again fall into a violent fit of laughter, and took the meat 
away that flie might warm it, and they heard her laugh
ing all the way as (he v.ent by herfelf. She was not long 
fn returning with provifions in plenty, and told them, 
that her lrbftrcfies never were fo diverted in their lives 
and that flie left them ftill laughing. 

During the whole of M r . Bruce's ftay at Teawa, thc 
behaviour of Fidcle was all of a piece, and it is probable 
our traveller would have finifhed his travels in that 
plr.ee, had not fome of his powerful friends intereftcd 
themfelves in his fecurity. However, after various im
pediments, on the 18th, they took leave of the Shekh to 
proceed on their journey. The day had been immode
rately hot, and they had refolved to travel all rflght, 
though they did not fay fo to the Shekh, who advifed 
them to fieep at Imgcdedema, where there w;:s frefh wa
ter. Rut they had taken a girba of water with them, 
or rather, in cafe of accident, a little in each of the three 
girnas. 

Their journey, for the firft feven hours, was through 
a barren, bare, and fandy plain, without finding a veftige 
«>f any living creature, without water, and without 
grafs, a country that feemed under the immediate curfe 
of Heaven. However, after a moft difagreeable journey, 
on the 19th, at eight in the evening they arrived at Beyla. 
M r . Bruce found Beyla to be in lat. 1 3 0 4 2 ' 4 " ; that 
is, about eleven miles weft of Teawa, and thirty-one and 
a half miles due fouth. They were met by Mahomet, 
the Shekh, at the very entrance of the town. He faid, 
he looked upon them as rifen from the dead ; that they 
muft be good people, and particularly under the care of 
Providence, to have efcaped the maify fnares the Shekh 
of Atbara had laid for them. Mahomet, the Shekh, had 
provided every fort of refrefhment poftible for them, 
and, thinking they could not live without i t , he had or
dered fugar for them from Sennaar. Floney for the moft 
part hitherto had been its fubftitute. They had a good 
comfortable fuppcr; as fine wheat-bread as ever M r . 
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Bruce ate in his life, brought from Senniar, as alfo rice ; 
in a word, every thing that their k ind landlord could 
contribute to their plentiful and hofpitable entertain-
mcnt. 

Our traveller's whole company was full of joy, to 
which the Shekh greatly encouraged them; and if" there 
was any alloy to the happinefs, it was the feeing that M r . 
Bruce did not partake of it. Symptoms of an aguilh 
diforder had been hanging about him for feveral days, 
ever fince the diarrhoea had left him. fie found the 
greateft repugnance, or naufea, at the fmell of warm 
meat; and, having a violent headach, lie infilled upon 
going to bed fttpperlefs, after having drank a quantity 
o f warm water by way of emetic. Being exceedingly 
tired, he foon fell found afleep, having firlt taken fome 
drops of a itrong fpiritUOUS tincture of the bark which 
he had prepared at Gondar, refolving, if he found any 
remirlion, as he then did, to take feveral good dofes of 
the bark in powder on the morrow, beginning at 
day-break, which he accordingly did with its ufual 
fuccefs. 

O n the 2 0 t h o f A p r i l , a little after thc dawn of 
day, the Shekh, in great anxiety, came to the place 
where M r . Bruce was lving, upon a tanned buffaloe's 
hide, on thc ground. His furrow was foon turned into 
joy when he found him quite recovered from his iilnefs. 
He had taken the bark, and exprelfed a defire of eating 
a hearty brcakfaft of rice, which was immediately pre
pared for him. 

The Shekh of Beyla was an implicit believer in medi
cine. Seeing him take fome drops of the tincture before 
coffee, he infilled upon pledging M r . Bruce, and he be
lieves would have willingly emptied the whole bottle. 
'1 he Shekh, having fnffered great agony with his own 
complaint, had paifed fome fmall Hones, and was greatly 
better, as he faid, for the foap-pills. M r . Bruce put 
him in a way to prepare rhefe, as alfo his lime-water. 
It was imped Lie to have done any favour for him equal 
to this, as his agony had been fo great. 

It wa5 now the time to give the Shekh a prefect, and 
M r . Bruce had prepared one for him, fuch as he* very 
well defcrved; but no intreaty, uor any weans he could 

ufe, 



ufe, could prevail upon him to accept of the mercil trifle. 
On the contrary, he folcmnly fvvore, that i f M r . Bruce 
importuned him further, he would set upon his horfe 
mid go into the country. A l l that he deiired, and that 
too as a favour, was, that, when M r . Bruce had relied at 
Sennaar, he might come and confult him further as to 
his complaints, for which he promifed he fliould bring a 
recompence with him. 

Though M r . Bruce was much pleafed with his recep
tion here, he determined to prefs on to Sennaar before? 
affairs there were in a defperate fituation, cr fome fcheme 
of mifchief fhould be contrived by Fidcle. They had 
again a large and plentiful dinner, and a quantity of 
bouza ; venifon of feveral different fpecies of the ante
lope or deer-kind, a?.d Guinea-fowls, boiled with rice, 
thc heft part of their fare, for the venifon fmelled and 
tailed ftrongly of mufk. This was the provifion made 
by the Shekh s two fons, boys about fourteen or fifteen 
years old, who bad got each of them a gun with a match, 
lock, and whofe favour he fecured to a very' high de
gree, by giving them fome good gunpowder, and plenty 
of fmall leaden bullets. 

In the afte-noon, they* walked out to fee the village, 
which is a very pleafant one, fituated upon the bottom 
of a h i l l , covered with wood, all the reit flat before it. 
Through this plain there are many large timber trees, 
planted in rows, and joined with high hedges, as in E u 
rope, foiming inclofnres for keeping cattle; but of thefe 
thev faw none, as they had been moved to thc Dende-r 
for fear of the flies. There is no water at Beyla but 
what is got from deep wells. Large plantations of In
dian corn are every where about the town. The inhabi
tants are in continual apprehenfion from the Arabs Da-
\eina at Sim Sim- about 40 miles fotfth-ca'fl from them; 
and from another powerful race called Wed abd el G i n , 
;. e. Son of the Jlavcs of th; Devil, who live to the fouth-
weft of them, between the Dender and the Nile. Beyla 
i ; another frontier town of Sennaar, on the fide of 
Sim S im; mid between Teawa and this, on the Sennaar 
fide,'and Ras el Feel, Nara, and Tehelga, upon the 

- Abyflinian fide, all is defert and « arte, the Arabs only 
fullering the water to remain there without villages 
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near it, thai they and their flocks may come at certain 
feafons while the grafs grows, and the pools or fprings 
fill elfewhere. 

Though M r . Bruce went early to bed with full deter
mination to fet out by day-break, yet he found it was 
impofllble to put his defign in execution, or get from thc 
hands of their kind landlord. One of their girbas feem
ed to fail , and needed to be repaired. Nothing good, 
as he truly faid, could come from the Shekh of A t 
bara. 

On the 21 ft of A p r i l , they left-Beyla at three o'clock 
in the afternoon, and proceeded through a very plea
fant, flat country, but without water; there bad been 
none in their way nearer than the river Rahad. About 
eleven at night they alighted in a wood: The place is 
called Baherie, as near as they could compute, nine miles 
from Bevla. 

O n the 2 2 d , at half paft five o'clock in the morning, 
they left Baherie, ftill continuing weftward, and at nine 
they came to the banks of thc Rahad. The ford is 
called Tchir Chaira. Thc river itfelf was now ftanding 
in pools, the water foul, ftinking, and covered with a 
green mantle ; the bottom fbft and muddy, but there was 
no choice. The water at Beyla was fo bad, that they 
took only as much as was abfolutely neceflary t i l l they 
at rived at running water from the Rahad. 

O n the 23d they met feveral men, on horfeback and 
on foot, coming out from among the bufhes, who endea
voured to carry off one of their camels. They indeed 
were fomewhat alarmed, and were going to prepare for 
renftance. The camel they had taken away had on it 
the king's and Shekh Adrian's prefents, and fome other 
things for their future need. Thei r clothes too, books, 
and papers, were upon the fame camel. However, as 
this was onlv a contrivance to extort a prefent from M r . 
Bruce, the matter was eafily got over, and the camel re-
ftored. 

On the 2 4 t h , thev came to thc river Dender, ftanding 
now in pools, but by the vaft widenefs of its banks, and 
the gre;.t deepnefs of its bed, all of white fand, it fhould 
feem that in time of rain it wdll contain nearly as much 
water as the Nile . The banks are every where thick 
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grown with thc rack and jujeb tree, efpecially thc latter. 
The wood, which had continued moftly from Beyla, here 
failed entirely, and reached no further towards Sennaar. 
Thefe two forts of trees, however, were in very great 
beautv, and of a prodigious fize. 

At fix o'clock in thc evening, they fet out from a fhady 
place of repofe on thc banks of the Dender, through a 
large plain, with not a tree before them; but they pre
fently found themfelves encompaffed with a number of 
villages, nearly of a fize, and placed at equal diftances in 
form of a femi-circle, the roofs of the houfes in fhape 
of cones, as are all thofe within the rains. The plain 
was all of a red, foapy earth, and the corn juft fown. 
This whole country is in perpetual cultivation, and 
though at this time it had a bare look, would no doubt 
have a magnificent one when waving with grain. A t 
nine they halted at a village of Pagan Nuba. Thefe 
are all foldiers of the Mek of Sennaar, cantoned in thefe 
villages, which, at the diflance of four or five miles, 
furround the whole capital. They are either purchafed 
or taken by force from Fazuclo, and the provinces to 
the fouth upon the mountains Dyre and Tegla. Having 
fettlements and provifions given them, as alfo arms put 
into their bands, they never wifh to defert, but live a 
very domeflic and fober life. 

They pay adoration to the moon ; and that their wor-
fhip is performed with pleafure and fatisfactton, is ob
vious every night that fhe fhines. Coming out from thc 
darknefs of their huts, they fay a few words upon feeing 
her brightnefs, and teflify great joy, by motions of their 
feet and hands, at the firft appearance of the new moon. 
M r . Bruce never faw them pay any attention to the fun, 
either rifing or fetting, advancing to or receding from 
the meridian ; but, as far as he could learn, they worfhip 
a tree, and likewife a ftone, though he never could find 
out what tree or ftone it was, only that it did not exift in 
the country ot Sennaar, but in that where they were 
born. Their priefts feemed to have great influence over 
them, but through fear only, and not from affection. 
They are diftinguifhed by thick copper bracelets about 
their wrifts, as alfo fometimes one, and fometimes two 
about their ancles. 
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On thc 25th, at four o'clock in the afternoon, they fet 
out from the villages of the Nuba, intendino- to arrive 
at Bafboch, where is the ferry over the Ni le* but they 
had fearceiy advanced two miles into the plain, when 
they were incloied by a violent whirlwind, or what is 
called at fea the water-fpout. The plain was red earth, 
which had been plentifully moiflened by a lhower in the 
ni"ht-time. The unfortunate camel that had been taken 
by the Cohala feemed to be nearly in the center of its vor
tex. It was lifted up and thrown down at a confiderable 
diflance, and feveral of its ribs broken. Although, as 
far as M r . Bruce could guefs, he was not near the center, 
it whirled him off his feet, and threw him down upon 
his face, fo as to make his nofe gufh out with blood. 
Two of the fervants likewife had the fame fate. It 
ptaiftered them all over with mud, almoft as fmoothly 
as could have been done with a trowel. It took 
awav M r . Bruce's fenfe and breathing for an inftant, 
and his mouth and nofe were full of mud when he re
covered. H e gueftcs the fphere oT its action to be about 
200 feet. It demolifhed one half of a fmall hut, as i f 
it had been cut through with a knife, and difperfed 
the materials all over the plain, leaving the other half 
Handing. 

As foun as they recovered themfelves, they took re
fuge in a village, from fear only, for they faw no veftige 
of an)- orher whilwind. It involved a great quantity 
of rain, which the Nuba of the villages told them was 
very fortunate, as it portended good luck to them, "and 
a profpefous journey; for they faid, that had dull and 
fand arifen with the whirlwind, in the fame proportion 
it would have, done had not the earth been moiftened, 
they would all infallibly have been fuffocated ; and they 
cautioned them, by faying, that tempefts were very fre
quent in the beginning and end of the rainy feafon, and 
whenever they fhould fee one of them coming, to fall 
down upon their faces, keeping their lips clofe to the 
ground, and fo let it pafs; and thus it would neither 
have power to carry them off their feet, nor fuffocate 
them, which was the ordinary cafe. 

Their kind landlords, the Nuba, gave them a hearty 
welcome, and helped them to wafh their clothes firft and 
then to dry them. W h e n M r . Bruce was faipped 
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naked, they faw the blood running from his nofe, and 
faid,*|hcy could not have thought that one fo white as 
he was could have been capable of bleeding. They gave 
them a piece of roufled hog, which they ate, (except 
Ifmael and the Mahometans) very much to the fatis-
fu6tion of the Nuba. O n the other hand, as their camel 
was lame, they ordered one of their Mahometan fervants 
to k i l l i t , and take as much of it as would ferve them
felves that night; they alfo provided againft wanting 
themfelves the next day. The reft they gave among their 
new-acquired acquaintance, thc Nuba ofthe village, who 
did not fail to make a feaft upon it for feveral days after; 
and, in recompence for their liberality, they provided 
them with a large jar of bouza. not very good, indeed, 
but better than the well-water. This M r . Bruce repaid 
by tobacco, beads, pepper, and ftibium, which he faw 
plainly was infinitely more than they expected. Although 
they had been a good deal furprifed at the fudden and 
violent effecls of the whirlwind of that day. and feverely 
felt the bruifes it had occafioned, yet they paflcd a very 
focial and agreeable evening. M r . Bruce had feldom, 
in hisdife, upon a journey, paflcd a more comfortable 
flight. He had a very neat, clean hut, entirely to 
himfelf, and a Greek fervant that fat near him. Some 
of the Nuba watched for them all night, and took 
care of their beads and baggage. '1 hey fung and re
plied to one another alternately, in notes full of pleafant 
melody, t i l l M r . Bruce fell fait afleep, involuntarily, and 
with regret, for, though bruifed, they were not fatigued, 
but rather difcouraged, having gone no further than two 
miles that day. 

The landlord of the hut where M r . Bruce was afleep, 
having prepared for their fafety and that of their baggage, 
thought himfelf bound in duty to go and give immediate 
information to the prime minifter of the unexpected guefts 
that then occupied his houfe. He found Adelan at 
fupper, but was immediately admitted, and a variety of 
questions afked him, which be anfwered fully. He de-
fcribed their colour, their number, the unufual fize and 
number of their fire-.arms, the poornefs of their attire, 
and, above all, their great cheerfulnefs, quietnefs, and 
affability, their being contented with eating any thing, 
and in particular mentioned the hogs flefh. One man 
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then prefent, teftifying abhorrence to this, Adelan faid 
of M r . Bruce to their landlord, " Why, he is a foldier 
and a Kafr, like yourfelf. A foldier and a Kafr, when 
travelling in a itrange country, fhould eat every thin>*, 
and fo does every other man that is wife ; has he not 
a fervant of mine with h im?" He anfwered, " Yes,, 
and a fervant of the king too ; but he had left them, and 
was gone forward to Sennaar." " G o you with them, 
(fays be) and ftay with them at Bafboch til l he had time 
to fend for them to town." He had retuined from 
Aira long before our travellers arofe, and told them the 
converfation, which was great comfort to them a l l ; for 
they were not much pleafed with the king's fervant going* 
before, as they had every reafon to think he was d i l -
affefted towards them. 

On the 26th, at fix o'clock in the morning, they fet 
out from this village of Nuba, their way being fl i l l acrois 
this immenfe plain. A l l the morning there were terrible 
ftorms of thunder and lightning, fome rain, and one 
fhower of fo large drops, that it wet them to the fkin in 
an inftant. It was quite calm, and every drop fell per
pendicularly upon them. M r . Bruce thinks he never in 
his life felt fo cold a rain, yet it was not difagreeable; 
for the day was clofe and hot, and they fhould have 
wiihed every now and then to have had a moderate re
frigeration ; this, however, was rather too abundant. 
The villages of the Nuba were, on all fides, throughout 
this plain. A t nine o'clock they arrived at Bafboch, 
which is a large collect ion of huts of thefe people, and 
has the appearance of a town. 

The governor, a venerable old man of about feventy, 
who was fo feeble that he could fearceiy walk, received 
them with great complacency, only faying, when he took 
M r . Bruceby the hand, " O Chriftian ! what doft thou, 
at fuch a time, in fuch a country ?" M r . Bruce was fur
prifed at the politenefs of his fpeech, when he called 
him Nazarani, the c ivi l term for Chriftian in the eaft; 
whereas Infidel is the general term among thefe brutifh 
people; but it feems he had l>ecn feveral times at Cairo. 
M r . Bruce had here*a very clean and comfortable hut to 
ledge in, though they were fparingly fupplied with pro-
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vifions all the time they were there, but.never were 
fufrered to fafl a whole day together. 

Bafboch is on the eaftern bank ofthe Ni l e , not a quar
ter of a mile from the ford below. The river here runs 
north and fouth; towards ,_the fides it is (hallow, but 
deep in the middle of the current, and in this part it is 
much infefted with crocodiles. Sennaar is two miles 
and a half S. S. W . of it. They heard the evening drum 
very diftinctly, and not without anxiety, when they re-
flecded to what abrutifh people, according to all accounts, 
thev were about to truft themfelves. 

On the 2 9 t h , leave was fent them, to enter Sennaar. 
It was not without fome difficulty that M r . Bruce get his 

Juadrant and heavy baggage fafely carried down the h i l l , 
or the banks are very fteep to the edge of the water. 

The intention of their afiiftants was to flide the quadrant 
down the h i l l , in its cafe, which would have utterly de
ftroyed i t ; and as their boat was but a very indiffe
rent embarkation, it was obliged to make feveral turns to 
and fro before they got all their feveral packages landed 
on the weftern fide. 

Thev were conducted by Adelams fervant to a very 
fpacioiis good houfe belonging to the Shekh himfelf, ha
ving two ftories, a long quarter of a mile from the king's 
palace. He left a meffage for them to repofe themfelves, 
and in a dav or two to w:ait upon the king, and that he 
fhould fend to tell them when they were to come to h im. 
This they refolved to have complied with moft exactly; 
but the very next morning, the 30th of A p r i l , there came 
a fervant from the palace to fummon them to wait upon 
the k ing , which they immediately obeyed. M r . Bruce 
took with him three fervants, black Soliman, Ifmael the 
T u r k , and his Greek fervant Michael. The palace co
vers a prodigious deal of ground. It is all of one ftorey, 
built of clay, and the floors of earth. The chambers 
through which they palled were ail unfurnifhed, and 
feemed as i f a great many of them had formerly been 
deltined as barracks for foldiers, of whom M r . Bruce 
did not fee above fifty on guard. '1 he king was in a 
fmall room, not twenty feet, fquare, to which they afcend-
ded by two fhort flights of narrow fteps. The floor of the 
room was covered with broad fquare t i les; over it was. 
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laid a Perfian carpet, and the walls hung with tapeftry of 
the fame country ; the whole very well kept, and in 
good order. 

The king was fitting upon a matrefs, laid on the ground, 
which was likewife covered with a Perfian carpet, and 
round him was a number of cufhions of Venetian cloth 
of gold. I lis drefs did not corrcfpond with this magni
ficence, for it was nothing but a large, ioofe fhirc, of Su-
rat blue cotton cloth, which feemed not to differ from 
the fame worn by his fervants, except that, all roun-il me 
edges of it, the feams were double-ftitched with white 
filk, and likewife round the neck. His head was un
covered ; he wore his own fhort black hair, and was as 
white in colour as an Arab. He feemed to be a man about 
thirty-four, his feet were bare, but covered by his (hut. 
He had a very plebeian countenance, on which was damp
ed no decided character; M r . Bruce fliould rather guefs 
him to be a foft, timid, irrefolute man. A t our travel
ler's coming forward and kil l ing his hand, he looked at 
them for a minute as i f undetermined what to fay. He 
then afked for an Abyffinian interpreter, as there are many 
of thefe about the palace. He faid to him in Arabic , 
" I apprehend I underftand as much of that language as 
wi l l enable me to anfwer any queflion you have to put 
to me." Upon which he turned to the people that were 
with him, " Downright Arabic, indeed! You did not; 
learn that language in Habefh?" faid he to M r . Bruce, 
who anfwered, " N o ; I have been in Egypt, Turkey, 
and Arabia where I learned i t ; but I have likewife of
ten fpoken it in Abyffinia, where Greek, Turkifh, and 
feveral other languages are ufed." He faid, '* Impoffi-
ble! he did not think they knew any tiling of langua
ges, excepting their own, in Abyffinia," 

There were fitting in the fide of the room oppofite to 
h im, four men dreffed in White cotton fhirts, with a 
white fhaul covering their heads and part of their face, 
by which it was known they were religious men, or men 
of learning, or of the law. One of thefe anfwered the 
king's doubt of the Abyffinians knowledge in languages. 
" They have languages enough , and you know that H a 
befh is called the paradife of Aifes." During this con
verfation, M r . Bruce took the fherriffe of Mecca's letter" 
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lfo one from thc king of Abyflinia ; he gave hiin the 
king's firft, and then the fheriffe's. He took them both 
as M r . Bruce gave them, but laid afide the king's upon a 
cufhion, till he had read the fheriffe's. After this he read 
the king's, and caded immediately again for an Abyfli
nian interpreter; upon which M r . Bruce faid nothing, 
fuppofing, perhaps, he might chufe to make him deliver 
fome menage to him in private, which he would not 
have his people hear. But it was pure confufion and ab-
ence of mind, for he never fpoke a word to him when 
be came. " You are a phyfician and a foldier," fays the 
king. " Both, in time of need," Add M r . Bruce. But 
the fherriffe's letter tells me alfo, that you are a nobleman 
in the fervice of a great king that they call Englife-man, 
who is mafter of"all the Indies,and who has Mahometan as 
well &s Chriftian fubjedts, and allows them all to be 
governed by their own laws."—" Though I never faid 
fo to the fherriffo, (replied M r . Bruce) yet it is true; I 
am as noble as any individual in my nation, and am alfo 
fervant to the greateft king now reigning- upon earth, of 
whofe dominions, it is likewife truly faid, thefe Indies 
are but a fmall pa r t . "—"How comes i t , (fays the king) 
you that are fo noble and learned, that you know all 
things, all languages, and fo brave that you fear no dan
ger, but pafs, with two or three old men, into fuch 
countries as this and Habcfh, where Eaady my father 
perifhed with an army ? How comes it that you do not 
Hay at home and enjoy yourfelf. eat, drink, take plea-
fure and reft, and net wander like a poor man, a prey 
to ever/ danger?"—*' You , Sir, (replied M r . Bruce) may 
know fome of this fort of men ; certainly you do know 
them ; for there are in your refgion, as well as mine, 
men of learning, and thofe too of great rank and no
bility, who, on account of 1ms they have committed, 
or vows they have made, renounce the world, its riches 
and pleafures: They lay down their nobility, and be
come humble and poor, fo as often to be infulted by 
wicked and low men, not having the fear of G o d be
fore their eyes."—'* True, thefe are Dervifh/ ' faid feme 
that were prefent. " I am then one of thefe Dervifh, 
(faid M r . Brucel content with the bread that is given 
me, and bound for fome years to travel in hardfhips and 
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clanger, doing all the good I can to poor and rich, ferv-
ing every man, and hurting nine ." " Tybe ! that is 
well,"' laid the king. " And how long have you been 
travelling about?" adds one of the others. " Near twen
ty years," faid M r . Bruce.— ;* You muft be very young, 
(fays the king) to have committed fo many fins, and io 
early; they muft all have been with women?"—" Part 
of them, I fuppofe were, (replied M r . Bruce) but I did 
not fay I was one of thofe that lravelled on account of 
their fins, but that there were fome Dervifhes that d id 
io on account o f their vows, and fome to learn wif-
dom." M r . Bruce now withdrew. 

The drum beat a little after fix o'clock in the even
ing. They then had a very comfortable dinner fent 
them, camels fklh flevved with an herb of a vifcou9 
flimy fubftance, called Bammia. After having dined, 
and finifhed the journal of the day, M r . Bruce fell 
to unpacking his inllruments, the barometer and ther
mometer firlt, and, after having hung them up, was con
verting with Adelan's fervant When he fhould pay his v i 
fit to his mafter. About eight o'clock came a fervant 
from the palace, telling M r . Bruce now-was the time 
to bring the prefent to the king. He forted the fe
parate articles with all the fpeed he could, and they 
went directly to the palace. The king was then fit
ting in a large apartment, as far as he could guefs, at 
fome diftance from the former. He was naked, but 
had feveral clothes lying upon his knee, and about him, 
and a fervant was rubbing him over with very it inking, 
butter or greafe, with which his hair was dropping as. 
i f wet with water. Large as the room was, it c^-ild be 
fmelled through the whole of it. The king afked M r . 
Bruce i f ever he greafed himfelf as he did? M r . Bruce 
faid, Very feldom, but fancied it would be very ex
pensive. He then told him, that it was elephants greafe, 
which made people ftrong, and preferved the fkin ve
iy fmooth. Our traveller laid he thought it very pro
per, but could not bear the fmell of it, though his 
fkin fliould turn as rough as an elephant's for thc want 
ot it. He faid, i f M r . rSruca had ufed it, his hair would 
not have turned fo~* red as it was, and that it would 
all become white prefently when that \u biefi came off. 
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'* Y o u may fee, (continued he) the Arabs driven in here 
by the Daveina, and all their cattle taken from them, 
becaufe they have no longer any greafe for their hair. 
The fun firft turns it red, and then perfectly white j 
and you wil l know them in the ftreet by their hair 
being the colour of yours. As for the fmell, you w i l l 
fee' that cured prefently." 

After having rubbed him abundantly with greafe, 
they brought a pretty large horn, and in it fomething 
fccnted, about as liquid as honey. It was plain that 
civit was a great part of the compofition. The king 
went out at the door, M r . Bruce fuppofcs into ano
ther room, and there two men deluged him over wi th 
pitchers of cold water, whilft, as he imagined, he 
was ltark-naked. He then returned, and a flavc an-
nointed him with this fweet ointment; after which 
he fat down, as completely drefled, being juft going 
to his woman's apartment where he was to fup. M r . 
Bruce told him, he wondered why be did not ufe roie-
water as in Abyflinia, Arabia, and Cairo. He faid, 
he had it often from Cairo, when the merchants ar
rived ; but as it was now long fince any came, hia 
people could not make more, for the rofe would not 
grow in his country, though the women made fome
thing like it of lemon-flower. 

His toilet being finifhed, our traveller then produced 
his prefent, which he told him the king of Abyifinia had 
fent to h im, hoping that, according to the faith and 
cuftom of nations, he would not only protect him 
while' here, but lend him fafely and fpeedily out of 
his dominions into Egypt. He anfwered, there was 
a time when he could have done all this, and more, 
but thofe times were changed. Sennaar was in ruin, 
and was not like what it was. H e then ordered fome 
perfumed forbet to be brought for M r . Bruce to drink 
in his prefence, which is a pledge that your perfon is 
in fafety. The king thereupon withdrew, and went 
to his ladies. 

It was not t i l l the eighth of May M r . Bruce had his 
audience of Shekh Adelan at Ai ra , which is three miles 
and a half from Sennaar; they walked out early in the 
morning, for the, greateft part ofthe way along the ftde 
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of the"Nile, which had no beauty, being totally diverted of" 
trees, the bottom foul and muddy, and the edges of the 
water white with fmall concretions of calcarious earth, 
which,with the bright fun upon them, dazzled and affected 
their eyes very much. They then ftruck acrofs a large 
fandy plain without trees or bufhes, and came to Adelan's 
habitation. 

Within the gate was a number of horfes, with the 
foldiers barracks behind them ; they were all picqueted in 
ranks, their faces to their mailers barracks. It was one 
of the fineefl fights M r . Bruce ever faw of the kind. 
They were all above fixteen hands high, of the breed of 
the old Saracen horfes, all finely made, and as ftrong as 
our coach-borfes, but exceedingly nimble in their mo
tion ; rather thick, and fhort in the forehand, but with 
the moll beautiful eyes, ears, and heads in the world ; 
thev were moftly black, fome o f them black and white, 
fome of them milk-white foaled, fo not wdiite by age, 
with white eyes and white hoofs, not perhaps a great 
recommendation. 

A fleel fhirt of mail bung upon each man's quarters 
oppofite to his horfe, and by it an antelope's fkin made 
foft like fhamoy, with which it was covered from the 
dew of the night. A head-piece of copper, without 
creft or plumage, was fufpended by a lace above the fhirt 
of mail, and was the moft picturefque part of the trophy. 
T o thefe was added an enormous broad-fword in a red 
leather fcabbard ; and upon the pummel hung two thick 
gloves, not divided into fingers as ours, but l ike hedgers 
gloves, their fingers in one poke. They told M r . Bruce, 
that, within that iuclofure at Ai ra , there were 400 
horfes, which, with the riders, and armour complete for 
each of them, were all the property of Shekh Adelan, 
every horfeman being his. flave, and bought with his 
money.' 

Adelan was then fitting upon apiece ofthe trunk a 
palm-tree, in the front of one of thefe divifions of his 
horfes, which he feemed to be contemplating with plea-
lure; a number of black people, his own fervants and 
friends, were Handing round him. He had on a long 
drab-colourcd camlet g o w n , lined with yellow fattin, 
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and a camlet cap like a head piece, with two fhort 
points that covered his ears. 1 his, it flems, was his 
drefs when he rofe early in the morning to vifit his 
horfes, which he never neglected. The Shekh was a 
man above fix feet high, rather corpulent, had a heavy 
walk, feemingly more from affectation of grandeur 
than want of agility. He was about fixty, of the co
lour and features of an Arab and not of a Negro, but 
had rather more beard than falls to the lot of people 
in this country ; large piercing eyes, and a determined, 
though, at the fame time, a very pleafing countenance. 
Upon M r . Bruce's coming near him he got up, " You 
that are a horfeman, (fays he, without any falutation) 
what would your king of Habelh give for thefe horfes r" 
— " What king, (anfwered M r . Bruce in the fame 
tone) would not give any price for fuch horfes, i f he 
knew their value r" 

They then went into a large faloon, bung round with 
mirrors and fcarlet damafk ; in one of the longeft fides 
were two large fofa's covered with crimfon and yellow 
damalk, and large culhions of cloth of gold, l ike to 
the king's. He now pulled off his camlet gown and 
cap, and remained in a crimfon fattin coat reaching 
down below his knees, which lapped over at the breaff, 
and was girt round his waift with a fcarf or fafh, i n 
which he had ftuck a fhort dagger in an ivory fheath, 
mounted with g o l d ; and one of the largeft and moft 
beautiful amethyfts upon his finger that M r . Bruce ever 
faw, mounted plain, without any diamonds, and a fmall 
gold ear-ring in one of his ears=. 

" "Why have you come hither, (fays he to M r . Bruce) 
without arms, and on foot, and without attendants f" 
Yagoube. " I was told that horfes were not kept at Sennaar, 
and brought none with me. Adelan. *« You fuppofe 
you have come through great dangers, and fo you have. 
But what do you think of me, who am day and night 
out in the fields, furrounded by hundreds and thoufands 
of Arabs, all of whom would eat me a live i f they dared?" 
Yagoube. " A brave man, ufed to command as you are, 
does not look to the number of his enemies, but to their 
abilities; a wolf does not fear ten thoufand fheep more 
than he does one." Ad. " True; lookout at the door ; 
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thefe are their chiefs whom I am now taxing-, andT have 
brought them hither that they may judge from what 
they fee whether I am ready for them or not." Tag. 
" Y o u could not do more properly ; but, as to my own 
affairs, I wait upon you from the king of Abyffinia) 
defiring fafe conduct through your country into Egypt, 
with his royal promife, that he is ready to do the like 
for you again, or any other favour you may call upon 
him for." He took the letter and read it. Ad. " The 
king of Abyflinia may be aifured I am always ready to 
do more for him than this. It is true, fince the mad 
attempt upon Sennaar, and the next ftill madder, to .re
place old Baady upon the throne, we have had IJO for
mal peace, but neither are we at war. We underftand 
one another as good neighbours ought to do ; and what 
elfe is peace ?" Tag. " You know I am a ftranger and 
traveller, feeking my way home, I have nothing to do 
with peace or war between nations. A l l I beg is a fafe 
conduct through yourkingdom, and the rights of hof-
pitality bellowed in fuch cafes on every common ftran
ger ; and one of the favours 1 beg is, your acceptance 
of a fmall prefent. I bring it not from home ; I have 
been long abfent from thence, or i f would have been 
better." Ad. «; I ' l l not refufe i t , but it is quite unne-
ceflary. I have faults l ike other men, but to hurt, or 
ranfom flrangers, was never one of them. Mahomet 
Abou Kalec, my brother, is however, a much better 
man to ftrangers than I am; you wi l l be lucky i f you 
meet him here; i f not, I wi l l do for you what I can' 
when once the confuflon of thefe Arabs is over." 

M r . Bruce gave him the flierrifte's letter, which he 
opened, looked at, and laid by without reading, faying 
only, " A y e , Metical is a good man, he lometimes 
takes care of our people going to Mecca; for my partj 
I never was there, and probably never fhall." M r . 
Bruce then prcfented his letter from A l i Bey to him. 
He placed it upon his knee, and gave a flap upon it 
w ith his open hand. Ad. " Wha t ! do you not know 
have you not heard, Mahomet Abou Dahab, his Haf-
nadar, has rebelled againft him, banifhed him out of 
Cairo, and now fits in his place ? But don't be difcon-
certed at that, I know you to be a man of honour and 
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prudence ; i f M a h o m e t , m y brother , does not come, as 
foon as I can get le i fure , I w i l l d i fpatch y o u . " T h e 
fervant that had conducted M r . B r u c e to Sennaar, and 
was then w i t h h i m , w e n t forward clofe to h i m , and 
f a i d , i n a k i n d of w h i f p e r , " S h o u l d , he go often to 
the k i n g ? " — " W h e n he pleafes; he may go to fee the 
t o w n , and take a w a l k , but never alone, a n d alfo to 
the palace, that, when he teturns to his o w n c o u n t r y , 
he may report he faw a k i n g at Sennaar, that neither 
k n o w s how to g o v e r n , nor w i l l fu l ler others to teach 
h i m ; w h o k n o w s not how to make w a r . and yet w i l l 
npi fit i n peace." M r . B r u c e then took his leave o f 
hirh^but there was a p lent i fu l breakfaft i n the other 
r o o m , r V w h i c f l he fent them. A t g o i n g out M r . Bruce 
t o o k his leave by kit t ing b is h a n d , w h i c h he fubmit ted 
to w i t h o u t reluctance. « Shekh, (faid our traveller) 
w h e n I pafs thefe A r a b s i n the fquare, I hope i t w i l l not 
d i f o b l i g e y o u i f I converfe w i t h fome of them out o f c u r i 
ofity ?" Ad. '* B y no means, as much as y o u pleafe ; 
but d o n ' t let them k n o w where the}- can f ind y o u at 
Sennaar, or they w i l l be i n y o u r houfe f r o m m o r n i n g 
t i l l n i g h t , w i l l eat up a l l your victuals, and then, i n re
t u r n , w i l l cut y o u r throat i f they can meet y o u u p o n 
y o u r j o u r n e y . " 

M r . Bruce returned home to Sennaar, v e r y w e l l plea-
fed w i t h his reception at A i r a . H e had not feen, fince 
he left G o n d a r , a man fo open and frank i n his manners, 
and w h o fpoke w i t h o u t d i fgui fc what apparently he had 
i n his heart. , 

T h e next m o r n i n g , after M r . B r u c e came home f r o m 
A i r a , he was agreeably furpri fed b y a v i f i t f rom H a g i 
B e l a l , to w h o m he h a d been recommended b y M e t i c a l 
A g a , a n d to w h o m I b r a h i m Seiaff, the "Engl i fh b r o k e r 
at J i d d a , had addreffed h i m for any money he fliould 
need at Sennaar. B e l a l we lcomed h i m w i t h great k i n d -
nefs, and repeated teftimonies o f joy and w o n d e r at h is 
fafe arr iva l . H e had been d o w n i n A t b a r a at G e r r i , o r 
fome v i l lages near i t , w i t h merchandize, and had not 
yet feert.the k i n g fince he came h o m e , but gave M r . 
B r u c e the very worft defcr ipr ion poffible o f the c o u n t r y , 
i n f o m u c h that there feemed to be not a f p o t , but the one 
he then flood o n , i n w h i c h he was not i n i m m i n e n t d a n 
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ger of deft ruction, from a variety of independent caufes 
which it feemed not poffibly in his power to avoid. In 
the evening-, he fent M r . Bruce fome refrefhments, 
which he had long been unaccuftomed to; fome tea, ex
cellent coffee, fome honey and brown fugar, feveral 
bottles of rack, likewife nutmegs, cinnamon, ginger, 
and fome very good dates of the dry kind which be had 
brought from Atbara. 

Hagi Belal was a native of Morocco. He had been 
at Cafro, and aUo at Jidda and Mocha. H e knew the 
Englifh well, and profeffed himfelf both obliged and 
attached to them. It was fome days before M r . Bruce 
ventured to fpeak to him upon money bufinefs, or upon 
any probability of finding affiftance here at Sennaar. 
He gave him little hopes of the latter, repeating to him 
what he very well knew about the difagreement ofthe 
king and Adelan. He feemed to place all his expecta
tions, and thofe w:ere but faint ones, in the coming of 
Shekh Abou Kalec from Kordofan. He faid, nothing 
could be expected from Shekh Adelan without going to 
A i r a , for that he would never truft himfelf in Sennaar, 
in this king's l ifetime, but that the minifter was abfo
lute the moment he affembled his troops without the 
town. 

One morning he came to M r . Bruce after having been 
with thc king, when our traveller was himfelf preparing 
to go to the palace, f ie faid, he had been fent for upon 
his account, and had been quellioned very narrowly what 
fort of a man he was. Having anfwered very favourably, 
both of him and his nation, he had afked for Metical A -
ga's letters, or any other letters received concerning him 
from Jidda; he faid, that he had only fhewn Metical's 
letter, wrote in the name of the fherriffe, as alfo one from 
himfelf: that there were feveral great officers of govern
ment prefent; and the Cadi (whom M r . Bruce had feen 
the firft time he had been with the king) had read the 
letters aloud to them a l l : That one of them had afked, 
H o w it came that fuch a man as our traveller ventured 
to pafs thefe deferts, with four or five old fervants, and 
what it was he came to fee ; that he anfwered, he appre
hended his chief object; at Sennaar was to be forwarded 
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fo his own country. It was alfo afked, Why M r . Bruce 
had not fome Englifhmcn with him, as none of his fer
vants were of that nation, >but poor beggarly Kopts, 
Arabs, and Turks, who were none of them of his 
religion. Belal anfwered, That travellers through thefe 
countries muft take up with fuch people as they can find 
going the fame way ; however, he believed" fome En
glifh fervants had died in Abyifinia, which country he 
had left the firft opportunity that had offered, being 
wearied by the perpetual war which prevailed. Upon 
which the king faid, " He has chofen well, when he-, 
came into this country for peace. You know, Hagi 
Belal, I can do nothing for him ; there is nothing in 
my hands. I could eaficr get him back into Abyifinia 
than forward him into Egypt. Who is it now that can 
pafs into Egypt r" The Cadi then faid, " Hagi Belal 
can-get him to Suakem, and fo to Jidda to his country
men." T o which Belal replied, ' ; The king wi l l find 
fome way when he thinks farthei of i t ." 

A few days after this, M r . Bruce had a meffage from 
the palace. He found the king fitting alone, apparently 
much chagrined, and in ill-humour. He afked him, 
fn a very peevifh manner, i f he was not yet gone ? T o 
which he anfwered, Your Majeily knows that it is 
impomble for me to go a ftep from Sennaar without a.Ttft-
ance from you." He again afked him, in the fame tone 
as before, ** How he could think of coming that way f" 
He faid, nobody imagined in Abyffinia but that he was 
able to give a ftranger fafe condudt through his own do
minions." He made no reply, but nodded a fign for 
him to depart, which he immediately d id , and fo finifh
ed this fhort, but difagrccble interview. 

About four o'clock that fame afternoon, M r . Bruce-
was again fent for to the palace, when the king told 
him, that feveral of his wives were i l l , and defired that 
fie would give them his advice, which he promifed to do 
without difficulty, as all acquaintance with the fair fex 
had hitherto been much to his advantage. He was ad
mitted into a large fquare apartment very ill-lighted, i n 
which were about fifty women, all perfectly b'ack, 
without any covering but a very narrow piece of c t t o n 
rag about their wai-its. While he was muling whether 
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or not thefe all might be queens, or whether there was 
any queen among them, one of them took him bv the 
hand and led him rudely enough into another apartmeni. 
This was much better lighted than the firft. Upon a 
large bench, or fofa, covered.with blue S u m cloth, fat 
three perfons cloathed from the neck to the feet with 
blue cotton ihirts. 

One of thefe, who M r . Bruce found was the favourite, 
wasaboutfix feet high, and corpulent beyond all pro
portion. She feemed to him, next to the elephant and 
rhinoceros, to be the largeft living creature he had met 
with. Her features were perfectly like thofe of a Negro 
a ring of gold paffed through her under lip, and weigh
ed it down, t i l l , l ike a flap, it covered her chin, and left 
her teeth bare, which were very fmall and fine. The 
infide of her lip fhe had made black with antimony. 
Her ears reached down to her fhoulders, and had the ap
pearance of wdngs; fhe had in each of them a large 
ring of gold, fomevvhat fmaller than a man's little fin
ger, and about five inches diameter. The weight of 
thefe had drawn down the hole where her c.;r was pierced 
fo much that three fingers might eafily pafs above the 
ring. She had a gold necklace, like what we ufed to 
call Efclavage, of feveral rows, one below another, to 
which were hung rows of feqains pierced. She had 
on her ancles two manacles of gold, larger than any 
he had ever feen upon the feet of felons, with which 
he could not conceive it was poffible for her to walk y 
but afterwards he found they were hollow. r i he.others 
were dreffed pretty much in the fame manner ; only there 
was one that had chains which came from her ears to the 
cutfide of each noitril, where they were fallened. There 
was alfo a ring put through the griflle of her nofe, and 
which hung down to the opening of her mouth. It had ' 
altogether fomething of the appearance of a horfe's bri-
die. Upon his coming near thein, the eldeft put her; 
hand to her mouth and killed i t , faying, at the fame 
time, i n very vulgar Arabic, " Kifhalek howaja ?" 
(How do you do, merchant). M r . Bruce never in his 
life was more plcafed with diftant falutations than at this 
time. He anfwered, " Peace be among you ! I am a 
phyiician, and not a merchant.'' M r , Bruce here omits 
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to enumerate the multitude of their complaints ; being 
a lady's phyfician,he confidcrs difcretion and filence as 
his firfl duties. 

N o horfe, mule, afs, or any oihcr of burden, breed
er even live at Sennaar, or many miles about it. Poul
try does not live there. Neither do , nor cat, fheep nor 
bullock, can be preferved a feafon there. They mult go 
al l , every half year, to thc finds. Though all poifible 
care be taken of them, they die in every place where the 
fat earth is about thc town during the firft feafon of. the 
rains. T w o grey-hounds which M r . Bruce brought from 
Atbara, and thc mules which he brought from Abvflinia,.. 
lived only a few weeks after he arrived. T hey feemed to 
have fome inward complaint, for nothing appeared out
wardly. Several kings have tried to keep lions, but no 
care could prolong their lives beyond the firft rains. 
Shekh Adelan had two, which were in great health, be
ing kept with his horfes at grsfs in the lands but three 
miles from Sennaar: neither rofe, nor any fpecics of je i -
famine, grow here; no tree but the lemon flowers near 
the city, that ever M r . Bruce faw ; the rofe has been 
often tried, but in vain. 

Sennaar is in lat. 1 3 0 3 4 * 3 6 " north, and in long. 
3 3 ° 3 ° y 3 ° " eaft from the meridian c f Greenwich. I r i s 
on the weft fide of the^Nile, and clofe upon the banks of 
it. The ground whereon it ftands rifes juft enough to pre
vent the river from entering the town, even in-the height 
of the inundation, when it comes to be even wdth the 
ftreet. 

The country around Sennaar is exceedingly pleafant 
in the end of Auguft and beginning of September, M r . 
Bruce means fo tar as the eye is concerned ; inftead of 
that barren, bare wafte, which it appeared on their arri
val in May, the corn now fprung up, and covering the 
ground, made the whole of this immenfe plain appear a. 
level, green land, interfperfed with great lakes of water, 
and ornamented at- certain intervals with groups of v i l 
lages, the conical tops of the houfes prefenring, atadif-
tance, the appearance of fmall encampments. Through 
this immenfe, extenfive plain, winds the Ni l e , a delightful 
piyerthere, above a mile broad,, full to the very brim, but 
never overflowing. Every where on thefe banks are fcen 

numerous 



numerous herds of the moft beautiful cattle of various-
kinds, the tribute recently extorted from all the Arabs, who 
freed from their vexations, return home with the remain
der of their flocks in peace, at as great a diflacce from 
the town, country, and their oppreflbrs, as they pofhbly 
can. 

War and treafon feem to be the only employment of 
this horrid people, whom Heaven has fcparated, by a l 
most impalfable deferts, from the reit of mankind, con
fining them to an accurfed fpot, feemingly to give them, 
carneftin time of the only other worfe which he has re-
ferved to them for an eternal hereafter. The drefs of Sen
naar is very fimple. It confifts of a long fhirt. of blue S u -
rat cloth called Marowty, which covers them from the 
lower part of the neck down to their feet, but does not 
conceal the neck itfelf; and this is the only difference be
tween the mens and the worn ens drefs;. that of the wo
men covers their neck altogether, being buttoned like 
ours. The men have fometimes a fafh tied about their 
middle; and both men and women go bare-footed in the 
houfe, even thofe of the better fort of people. Their 
floors are covered with Perfian carpets, efpecially the 
v.omens apartments. In.fair weather, they wearfandals;-
and without doors they ufe a kind of wooden patten, ve
ry neatly ornamented with (hells. In the greatell heat 
at noon, they order buckets of water to be thrown upon 
them inftead of bathing. Both men and women anoint 
themfelves, at leaft oncea-day, with camels greafe mixed 
with civet, which they imagine foftens their fkin, and 
preferves them from cutaneons eruptions, of which they 
are fo fearful, that the fmalleft pimple in any vifiblepart 
of their body keeps them in the houfe t i l l it difappears: 
For the fame reafon, though they have a clean fhirt every 
day, they ufe one dipt in greafe to He in ail night, as 
the) have no covering but this, and lie upon a bull's 
hide tanned, and very much fottened by this conftant 
greaiing, and at the fame time very cool, though it oc
casions a fmell that no warning can free them from. 

THe poorer fort live upon millet, made into bread or 
flour. The rich make a pudding of this, toaflinw the-
flour before the fire, and pouring milk and butter into i f 
befides which, they, eat beef, partly roafted and partly 
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raw. Their honied cattle are the largeft and fatteft 
the world, and are exceedingly fine; but the common 
meat (old in fhe market is camels fleih. The.liver of the 
animal, and the (pare rib, are always eaten raw through 
the whole country. M r . Bruce never faw one iuftance 
where it was dreffed with fire . it is not then true that 
eating raw flefh is peculiar to Abyffinia; it is praclil'ed 
in this inftance of camels flefh in all the black countries 
to the weftward. Hogs flefh is not fold in the market; 
but all the people of Sennaar cat it publickly : men in 
office, who pretend to be Mahometans, eat theirs in 
fecret. 

On the 7th o f Augui l , M r . Bruce was informed by 
Hagi Belal, that Shekh Fidele of Teawa had been feve
ral days in the palace with the king, and had informed 
him that M r . Bruce was laden with money, befides a 
quantity of cloth of gold, the richeft he had ever feen-, 
which the king of Abyifinia had deftincd as a prefent to 
him, but which our traveller had perverted to his own 
ufe : He added, that the king had exprelfed himfelf in a 
very threatening manner, and that he was very much a-
fraid he was not in fatety i f Shekh Adelan was gone 
from Aira. Upon this M r . liruce defired Hagi Belal to 
go to the palace, and obtain for him an audience of the 
king. In vain he reprefented to our traveller the rifk 
he ran by this meafure ; he perfiffed in his refolntion, 
he was tied to the llake. To fly was impodible, and he 
had often overcome fuch dangers by braving them. 

Belal went then unwillingly to the palace. Whether he 
delivered the meffage he knows not, but he returned fay
ing, the k ing was bufy and could net be feen. M r . 
Bruce had, in the interim, fent Soliman to the G i n d i , 
or Sedel Coom, telling htm his difficulties, and the news 
he had heard. In place of returning an anf.ver, he came 
directly to him himfelf, and was fitting with him when 
Hagi Belal returned, who appeared fomewhat disconcert
ed at the meeting. G i n d i chid Hagi Belal very fharply, 
afking him what good all that tittle-tattle did either him 
or M r . Bruce, and infinuated pretty plainly, that he be
lieved Hagi Belal did this in concert with the k ing , to 
extort fome prefent from our traveller. After fome fur
ther converfation, G i n d i took his leave, and M r . Bruce 

attended 



attended him down {talis, with many profeffions of gra
titude ;.and at the door he faid, in a very low voice to 
our traveller, " Take care of yon Belal, he is a do°-
worfe than a Chriftian." 

It was now the 20th ; and, for feveral days fince Ade-
lan's departure, no provifions were fent to M r , Bruce's 
houfe, as before was ufual. Money therefore became 
abfolutely neceflary, not only for their daily fubfiflence, 
but for camels to carry their baggage, provifions, and wa
ter acrofs the defert. He now defpaired abfolutely of 
afiiftance of any kind from the k ing ; and an accident 
that happened made him lay all thoughts afide of ever 
troubling him more upon the fubject. There arc at Mec
ca a number of black eunuchs, whofe fervices are dedi
cated to that temple, and the fepulchrc of Medina. Part 
of thefe, from time to time, procure liberty to return on 
a vifit to their refpective homes, or to the large cities 
where they were fold from, on the Niger, Bornou, T o -
crur, and Tombucto, where thev beg donations for the 
holy places, and frequently collect large fums of gold, 
which abounds in thefe towns and tetritories. One of 
thefe, called Mahomet Towafh, which fignifies Eunuch, 
had returned from a begging voyage in Sudan, or N i -
gritia, and was at Sennaar exceedingly i l l with an in
termitting fever. The king had fent for M r . Bruce to 
vifit him, and the bark in a few days had perfectly re
covered him. A proportional degree of gratitude had, 
in return, taken place in the breaft of Mahomet, who, 
going to Cairo, was exceedingly defirous of taking M r . 
Bruce with him, and this defire was increafed When he 
heard he had letters from the fhert iife of Mecca, and was 
acquainted with Metical Aga, who was his immediate 
mafter. 

Nothing could be more fortunate than this rencounter 
at fuch a time, for he had fparc camels in great plenty 
and the Arabs, as he paffed them, continued giving hrm 
more, and fupportcd him with provifions wherever he 
went, for thefe people, being accounted facred, and re
garded with a certain religious awe, as being in the im
mediate fcrviceof their prophet, ri l l now ufed to pafs in
violate wherever they were going, however unsettled the 
times, or however ftenderly attended. 
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Every tiling was now ready, M r . Bruce's inftruments 
and baggage packed up, and the 25th of Augu.fr, fixed 
when they lhould begin their journey to Atbara. M a . 
hornet, who paffed a great part of his time at M r . Bruce's 
houfe, had not been feen by them for feveral days, which 
they did not think extraordinary, being bufy themfelves, 
and knowing that his trade demanded"continual attend
ance on the great people ; but they were exceedingly 
furpxifed at hearing from his black Soliman, that he and 
ail bis equipage had fet out the night of the 20th for 
Atbara. '1 his they found afterwards was at the earned 
perfuafion ofthe king, and was at that time a heavy dif-
appointment to M r . Bruce, however fortunate it turned 
out afterwards. 

The night of the 29th, which was to have been that 
of their departure, M r . Bruce fat late in his room up 
flairs, in the back, or moft private part of their houfe. 
Hi s little company was holding with him a moft melan

choly council on what had fo recently happened, and, 
in general, upon the unpromifing face of their affairs. 
Their finglelamp was burning very low, and fuggeftcd to 
them that it was the hour of fteep, to which, however, 
none of them were very much inclined. Georgis, a 
Greek, who, on account of the forenefs of his eyes had 
ftaid below in the dark, and bad fallen afleep, came 
running up ftairs in a great fright, and told them he 
had been wakened by thc noife ot men endeavouring to 
force open the door ; that be hearkened a little, and found 
there were many of them. Their arms were all ready, 
and they fnatched them up and ran towards thc door; 
but M r . Bruce ftopt, and planted them upon the firfl 
landing-place in the flair-cafe, as he wifhed not to fire 
t i l l thc enemy was fairly in the houfe, that no excufe 
might remain for this their violation of hofpitality. B y 
this time, the alfailants had forced the outer gate, and 
were then in thc lodge, endeavouring to do the fame by 
the inner, having put a handfpike under it to lift it up 
from the hinges. '* Are you not madmen, (faid M r . 
Bruce) and weary of your lives, to attempt to force 
Adelan's houfe, when there are within it men abund
antly provided with large fire-arms, that, upon one dif-
charge through the door, w i l l lay you all dead where 
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y o u now ftand ?" " Stand by from the door, (cries 
Ifinael) and let me tire. Thefe black Kafrs don't yet 
know what my blunderbufs is ." They had been fdent 
from the time M r . Bruce had fpoken, and had with
drawn the handfpike from under the door. " U l l a h ! 
Ullah 1 (cries one of them foftly) how found you fleep ! 
we have been endeavouring to waken you this hour. T h c 
king is i l l ; tell Yagoube to come to thc palace, and open 
the door intrant l y . " " Tel l the king (faid M r . Bruce) 
to drink warm water, and I wi l l fee him in the morn
ing." At this time one of M r . Bruce's fervants bred a 
piltol in thc air out of an upper window, upon which 
they all ran o i l . They feemed to be about ten or twelve 
in number, and left three handfpikes behind them. The 
•noife of the piltol brought the guard, or patrolc, in 
thout half an hour, who carried intelligence to the Sid 
el Coom, our traveller's friend, by whom he was in
formed in the morning, that he had found them all out, 
.and put them in irons ; that Mahomet, the king's fer
vant, who met them at Teawa, was one of them ; and 
-that there was no poflibility now of concealing :his from 
Adelan, who would order him to be impaled. 

Things were now come to fuch a crifis that M r . Bruce 
•was determined to leave his instruments and papers with 
•Kittou, Adclan's brother, or with the Sid el Coom, 
while he went to Shaddly to fee Adelan. But firft he 
thought it neccflary to applv to Hagi Belal to try what 
funds they could raife ro provide the necelTaries for their 
journey. M r . Bruce (hewed him the letter o f Ibrahim, 
the Englifh broker of Jidda, of which before he had re
ceived a copy and repeated advices, and told him he 
fhould want 200 fequins at leaft, for his camels and prc-
vifions, as well as for fome prefents that he fhould have 
occafion for, to make his way to the great men in A t 
bara. Never was furprife better counterfeited than by 
this man. He held up his hands in the uimoft altonilh-
ment, repeating, 200 fequins 1 over twenty times, and 
afked M r . Bruce i f he thought money grew upon trees at 
Sennaar, that it was with the utmoft difficulty he could 
fpare him 2 0 dollars, part of which he muft borrow from 
a friend. 
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This was a ftroke that feemed to infurc M r . Bruce's 
deft ruction, no Other rcfource being now left. '1 hey 
were already indebted to Hagi Eclal twenty dollars for 
provilion ; they bad feven mouths to feed daily • and as 
they had neither meat, money, nor credit, to continue 
at Sennaar was impofiible. r l hey bad feen, a few nights 
before, that no houfe could protect them there ; and to 
leave Sennaar was, in their fituation, as impoffible as to 
flay there. They had neither camels to carry their pro
vifions and baggage, nor fldns for their water, nor, in
deed, any proviiions to carry, nor money to fdpply them 
with any of thefe, nor knew any perfon that could give 
them afliftance nearer than Cairo, from which they were 
then diliant about 1 7 0 of the meridian, or above 1000 
miles in a ftraight line ; great part of which was through 
the moft barren, unhofpi table deferts in the world, defti-
tute of all vegetation, and of every animal that had the 
breath of lite. Hagi Belal was inflexible; he began 
now to be weary c f our travellers, to fee them but feldom, 
and theire was great appearance of his foon withdrawing 
himfelf entirely. 

M r . Bruce's fervants began to murmur : fome of them 
had known of his gold chain from the beginning, and 
thefe, in the common danger, imparted what they knew 
to the reft. In fhort, he refolved, though very unwil
l ingly , not to lacrifice his own life and that of his fer
vants, and the Snifhing his travels, now fo far advanced, 
to childifh vanity. He determined therefore to abandon 
his gold chain, the honourable recompense of a clay full 
of fatigue and danger. Whom to intrufl it to was the 
next confideration ; and, upon mature deliberation, be 
found it could be to nobody but Hagi Belal, bad as he 
had reafon to think be was. How ever, to put a check 
vipon him, he fent for the Sid el Coom. in whofe pre-
fer.ee he repeated his accufation againft Belal ; he read 
the Seraff's letter in his favour, and thc feveral letters 
that Belal had written him whilft lie was at Gondar, de
claring his acceptance of the order to furnifh him with 
money when he fliould arrive at Sennaar; and he up
braided him in the itrongeft terms with dbpljcjty and 
breach of faith. 

But 
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But all that he could fay was very far fhort of the 
violent expostulation from the Gind i that immediately 
followed. He gave Hagi Belal many not obfcure 
hints, that he looked upon this injury as done to himfelf, 
and would repay h im; that though he had done this 
to pleafe the k ing , the time might not be far off when 
that favour would be of very little ufe to h i m ; on thc 
contrary, might be a reafon for flapping him of all he 
had in the world." The force of thefe arguments feemed 
to flrike Hagi Belal's imagination very powerfully. 
He even offered to advance 50 fequins, and to fee i f he 
could raifc any more among bib friends. The Gind i (a 
rare inllance in that country) offered to lend him fifty. 
But thc dye was now cait, the chain had been produced 
and fcen, and it was become exceedingly dangerous to 
carry fuch a quantity of gold in any fhape along with 
him. He therefore confented to fell it to Hagi Belal 
in prefence of the G i n d i , and they immediately fet 
about the purchafe of neceffaries, with this provifo, that 
i f Adelan, upon M r . Bruce's going to Shaddly, did 
furniih him w ith camels and neceffaries, fo much of the 
chain fhould be returned. 

It was the 5th of -September that they were all pre
pared to leave this capital of Nubia, an inhofpitable coun
try from the beginning, and which, every day they 
continued in it, had engaged them in greater difficulties 
and dangers. They flattered themfelves, that, once dif-
engaged from this bad flep, the greateft part of their fuf-
fcrings was over; for they apprehended nothing but 
from men, and, wdth very great reafon, thought they had 
feen the worft o f them. 

In the evening M r . Bruce received a meffage from the 
king to come dircclly to the palace. He accordingly 
obeyed, taking two fervants along with him, and found 
him fitting in a little, low chamber, very neatly fitted 
up with chintz, or printed callico curtains, of a very 
gay and glaring pattern. He was fmoaking with a very 
long Perfian pipe through water, was alone, and feemed 
rather grave than in ill-humour. He gave M r . Bruce 
bis hand to kifs as ufual, and after paufing a moment 
without fpeaking, (during which our traveller flanding 
before him) a Have brought him a little ftool, and fet it 

R down 



down juft oppofite to him ; upon which he faid, in a 
low voice, fo that M r . Bruce could fearceiy hear him, 
*« Fudda, fit down," pointing to the (tool. He fat down 
accordingly. " You are going, I hear (fays he) to Ade
lan." Our traveller anfwered, " Yes . " " D i d he fend For 
you?" FIc faid, " N o ; but, as he wanted to return to 
Egypt, he expeCted letters from him in anfwer to thofe 
he brought from Cairo ." King. " You are not fo gay 
as when you firit arrived here." Ya. " I have had ne very 
great reafon." Their converfation was now taking a 
very laconic and ferious turn, but he did not feem to un-
deritand the meaning of what he faid lait. A". *.*, Adelan 
has fent for you by my defire; Wed Abroff and all the 
Jehaina Arabs have rebelled, and wi l l pay no tribute. 
They fay you have a quantity of powerful fire-arms with 
you that wil l k i l l twenty or thirty men at a fhot." Ya. 
" Say fifty or fixty, if it hits them," K. " He is there
fore to employ you with your guns to punifh thofe Arabs, 
and fpoil them of their camels, part of which he wi l l 
give to you." M r . Bruce prefently underttood what he 
meant, and only anfwered, " I am a ttranger here, and 
defire to hurt no man. M y arms are for my own defence 
againft robbery and violence." A t this inftant the Turk , 
Hagi Ifmael, cried from without the door, in broken 
Arabic, " Why did not vou toll thofe black Kafrs, you 
fent to rob and murder us the other night, to (lay a little 
longer, and you would have been better able to judge 
what our fire-arms can do, without fending for us either 
to Abroff or Adelan. By the head of tire prophet! let 
them come in the day time, and I w i l l fight ten of thc 
belt you have in Sennaar." K. " T h e man is mad, but 
he brings me to fpeak of what was in my head when I 
defircd to fee you. Adelan has been informed that M a -
homer, my fervant, who brought you from Teawa, has 
been guilty of a drunken frolic at the door of his houle, 
and has fent foldiers to take him to-day, with two or 
three others of his companions." Ya. " f know nothing 
about Mahomet, nor do I drink with him, or give him 
drink. About half a fcore of people broke into Adelan's 
houfe in the night, with a view to rob and murder us, 
but I was not at the pains to fire at fuch wretches as 
thefe. Two or three fervants with flicks were all that 
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were needful. I underftand, indeed, that Shekh Adelan 
is exceedingly difpleafed that I did not fire at them, and 
has fent to the G i n d i , ordering him to deliver two of 
them to him to-morrow to be executed publickly before 
the door of his houfe on the market-day. But this, yrfu 
know, is among yourfelves. I am very well pleafed none 
of them are dead, as they might have been, by my hands 
or thofe of my people." K. " True ; but Adelan is not 
king, and I charge you when you fee him to afk for 
Mahomet's life, or a confiderable deal of blame w i l l 
farl upon you. When you return back, I w i l l fend 
him to conduct you to the frontiers of Egypt . " U p 
on this M r . Bruce bowed, and took his leave. H e 
went home perfeclly determined what he was to do. H e 
had now obtained from the king an involuntary fafe-
guard t i l l he fliould arrive at Adelan's, that is, he 
was fure that, in hopei M r . Bruce might procure a re
prieve for Mahomet, no trap would be laid for him 
on the road. He determined therefore to make the 
bell ufe of his time; and every thing bcin^- ready, they 
loaded the camels, and fent them forward that night 
to a fmall village called Soliman, three or four miles 
from Sennaar ; and Living fettled his accounts with 
H a g i Belal, he received back fix links, the miferable 
remains of one hundred and eighty-four, of which his 
noble chain once confifted. 

This traitor kept him the few laft minutes to write a 
letter to the Englifh at Jidda, to recommend him for the 
fervice he had done M r . Bruc* at Sennaar; and this 
he complied with, that he might inform the broker Ibra
him that he had received no money from his correfpon-
dent, and give him a caution never again to truft Hag i 
Belal in fimilar circumftances. 

After leaving Sennaar, M r . Bruce was overtaken on 
the road by a black (lave, Who at firft gave him fome 
apprehenfion, as he was alone with only one Barbarian, 
a Nubian feivant, by the fide of his camel, and was go
ing flowly. Upon enquiry, he found him to be fent from 
Hag i Belal, with a bafket containing fome green tea and 
f 11 gar, and four bottles of rack, in return for his letter. 
He fent back the meffenger, and gave the care of the 
bafket to his own fervant; and, about ten o'clock in the 
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evening of the 5th of September, they al l met together 
joyfully at Soliman. 

On the 8th of September, they left the village of So
liman, and about three o'clock in the afternoon came \o 
Wed el Tumbcl, which k not a river, as the name would 
feem to ftgnify, but three villages fituated upon a pool 
of ivater, nearly in a line from north to fouth. 

O n thc 4th of October, after meeting with various ad
ventures in the courfe of their journey, but none of them 
of any material confequence, they arrived at Chendi, or 
Chundi which is a large village, the capital of its diflriet, 
the government of which belongs to Sittina, (as flie is 
called ) which fignifies the Miflrcfs, or the Lady, flie being 
fifter to W red Ageeb, the principal of the Arabs in this 
country. She had been married, but her hufband was 
dead. She had one fon, Idris Wed el Faal, who was to 
fucceed to the government of Chendi upon his mother's-
death, and who,, in. effect, governed all affairs of bis k in 
dred already. 

Chendi has in ir about 250 houfes, which a*e not a l l 
built contiguous, fome ofthe beft of them being feparate, 
and that of Sittina's is half a mile from the town. There 
are two or three tolerable houfes, but the reft, of them 
are miferable hovels, built of clay and reeds. Sittina 
gave M r . Bruce One of thefe houfes, which he ufed for 
keeping his inftruments and baggage from being pilfer
ed or breken ; heflept abroad in the tent, and it was even 
there hot enough. The women of Chendi are efteemed-
the moft beautiful in Adjara, and the men the greateft 
cowards. This is the character they bear among their 
countrymen,, but they had little opportunity, of verifying 
cither. 

O n their arrival at Chendi they found the people very 
much alarmed at a phenomenon, which, though it often 
happens, by fome ltrange inadvertency had never been 
obferved, even in this ferene fky. The planet Venus 
appeared mining with undiminifhed light all day. in de
fiance ofthe brighteft fun, from which Ihe was but little 
dillant. .Though this phenomenon be viiibie every four, 
years, it filled all the people, both in town and country, 
with alarm. They flocked to M r . Bruce in crowds from 
all quarters, to be fatisfied what it. meant, and, when they 
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faw his telcfcopes aud quadrant, they could not be per-
fuadcd but that the ftar had become vHible by fome cor-
refpondence and intelligence with him, and for his ufe. 
The bulk of the people in all countries is the fame ; they 
never foretel any thing but evi l . The very regular and 
natural appearance of this planet was immediately con
verted, therefore, into a fign that there would be a bad 
fiarveft next year, and fcanty rains; that Abou Kalec 
With an army would depofe the king, and over-run all 
Atbara; whilft fome threatened M r . Bruce as a principal 
operator in bringing about thefe difafters. On the other 
hand, without feeming over-folicitous about his vindica
tion, he insinuated among the better fort, that this was 
a lucky and favourable fign, a harbinger of good fortune, 
plenty, and peace. The clamour upon this fubfided very 
much to his advantage, the rather, becaufe Sittina and 
her fon Idris knew certainly that Mahomet Abou Kalec 
Was not to be in Atbara that year. 

O n the 12th of October M r . Bruce waited upon Sit
tina, who received him behind a fcreen, fo that it was 
impoffible either to fee her figure or face ; he obferved, 
however, that there were appertures fo managed in the 
fcreen that (he had a perfect view of him. She expref-
fed herfelf with great politenefs, talked much upon the 
terms in which Adelan was with the k ing , and wonder
ed exceedingly how a white man like him (hould ven
ture fo far in fuch an ill-governed country. « A l l o w 
me, Madam, (faid M r . Bruce) to complain of a breach 
of hofpitality in you, which no Arab has been yet guilty 
of towards me." " M e ! (faid fhe) that would be (trange 
indeed, to a man that bears my brother's letter. H o w 
can that be! 7 ' " Why you tell me, Madam, that I am 
a white man, by which I know that you fee me, without 
giving me the like advantage. The queens of Sennaar 
did not ufe me fo hardly ; I had a full fight of them 
without having ufed any importunity." O n this (he 
broke out into a great (it of laughter; then fell into a 
converfation about medicines to make her hair grow, or 
rather to hinder it from falling off. She deiired M r . 
Bruce to come to her the next day; that her fon Idris 
would be then at home from the Howat, and that he very 
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much wifhed to fee him. She that day fent them plenty 
of provifions from her own table. 

O n the 13th it was fo excefhvely hot that it was im
pofiible to fuffer the burning fun. The poifonous fimoom 
blew likewife as i f it came from an oven. Their eves 
were dim, their lips cracked, their knees tottering, their 
throats perfectly dry, and no relief was found from d r ink 
ing an immoderate quantity of water. The people ad-
vifed M r . Bruce to dip a fponge in vinegar and water, 
and hold it before his mouth and nofe, and this greatly 
relieved him. In the evening he went to Sittina. Upon-
entering the houfe, a black flave laid hold of him by the 
hand, and placed him in a paffage, at the end of which 
were two oppofite doors. M r . Bruce did not well know 
the reafon of this -r but (laid only a few minutes, when 
he heard one of the doors at the end of the paffage open, 
and Sittina appeared magnificently dreffed, with a k ind 
of round cap of folid gold upon the crown of her head, 
all beat very thin, and hung round with fequins; with a 
variety o f gold chains, folitaires, and necklaces of the 
fame metal, about her neck. Her hair was plaited in 
ten or twelve fmall divifions like tails, which hung down 
below her waifl, and over her was thrown a common 
cotton white garment. She had a purple filk tlole, or 
fcarf, hung very gracefully upon her back, brought again 
round her waifl, without covering her (boulders or arms. 
Upon her wrifls (he had two bracelets like handcuffs,, 
about half an inch thick, and two-gold manacles of the 
fame at her feet, fully an inch diameter, the moft difa-
o-reeable and aukward part of her drefs. M r . Bruce ex
pected flie would have hurried through with fome affec
tation of Surprife.. O n the contrary, flic ftopt in the 
middle of the paffage, faying, in a very grave manner,. 
** Kifhalec,—how are you ?" M r . Bruce thought this 
was an opportunity of kill ing her hand, which he did. 
without her (hewing any fort of reluctance. " A l low 
me as a phyfician, Madam, (faid M r . Bruce) to fay one 
word . " She bowed with her head, and faid, " G o in 
at that door, and I w i l l hear you ." The flave appear
ed, and carried him through a door at thc bottom of the 
paffage into a room, while her miftrefs vanifhed in at 
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another door at.the top, and there was the fcreen he 
head feen the day before, and the lady fitting behind it. 

She was a woman fearceiy forty, taller than the middle 
fize, had a very round, plump face, her mouth rather 
large, very red lips, the fineli teeth and eyes he had feen, 
but at the top of her nofe, and between her eye-brows, 
fhe had a fmall fpeck made of cohol or antimony, four-
corner 'd, and of the fize of the fmalleft patches our 
women ufed to wear; another rather longer upon the 
top of her nofe, and one on the middle of her chin. 

Sittina. " T e l l me what you would fay to me as a 
phyiician."—Ya. ** It was, Madam, but in confeqnence 
of your difcourfe yefterday. That heavy gold cap with 
which you prefs your hair wi l l certainly be the caufe ot 
a great part of it falling off." Sitt. " I believe fo ; but 
I fhould catch cold, 1 am (b acculfomed to it, i f I was 
to leave it off. Are you a man of name and family in 
your own country?" Ya, " O f both, Madam." Sift. 
** Are thc women hand fome there ?" Ya. " The hand-
fomeft in the world, Madam ; but they are fo good, 
and fo excellent in all other refpects, that nobody thinks 
at all of their beauty, nor do they value themfelves upon 
it ." Sitt. " And do they allow you to kifs their hands ?" 
Ya. *' I underftand you, Madam, though you have 
miitaken me. There is no familiarity in killing- hands, 
it is a mark of homage, and diftant refpect paid in mv 
country to our fovereigns, and to none earthly befides." 
Sitt. " O yes! but the kings." Ya. " Yes, and the 
queens too always on the knee, Madam -T I faid our 
fovereigns, meaning both k ing and queen. O n he? 
part it is a mark of gracious condcfcenfion, in favour o f 
rank, merit, and honourable behaviour; it is a reward 
for dangerous and difficult fervices, above all othei 
compenfation." Sitt: " But do you know that no man 
ever kitted my hand but you ?" Ya. " It is impoffibe 1 
fhould know that, nor is it material. O f this 1 am 
confident, it was meant refpeclfully, cannot hurt you, 
and ought not to offend you." Sitt. " It certainly has 
done neither, but I with very much Idris my fori would 
come and fee you, as it is on his account 1 drefied my
felf to-day." Ya. " I hope, Madam, when I do fee 
him he wi l l think of fome way of forwarding me lately 



to-Parbar, in my way to Egypt." Silt. " Safely! G o d 
forgive you ! you are throwing yourfelf away wantonly. 
Idris himfelf, king of this country, dares not undertake 
fuch a journey. But why did not you go along with 
Mahomet Towafh ? He fet out only a few days ago for 
Cairo, the fame way you are going, and has, believe, 
taken all the Hybeers witrfhim. G o call the porter,'' faid 
flie to her flave. W h e n the porter came, '* Do you 
know i f Mahomet Towafh is gone to Egypt ?" " I 
know he is gone to Barbar, fays the porter, the two M a -
homets, and A b d el Jclleel, the Biihareen, are with 
h im . " " Why did he take all the Hybeers ?'* faid S i t 
tina. " The men were tired and difcouraged, (anfwer
ed the porter) by their late ill-ufage from the Cubba-
beefh, and, being ftripped of every thing, they wanted 
to be at home,"- Sitt. " Somebody elfe wi l l offer, but 
you muft not go without a good man with you ; I w i l l 
not fuffer you. Thefe Biihareen are people known 
here, and may be truftcd ; but while you ftay let me fee 
you every day, and i f you want any thing, fend by a 
fervant of mine. It is a tax, I know, improperly laid 
upon a man like you, to afk for every neceffary, but 
Idris wi l l be here, and he wi l l provide you better." H e 
went away upon this converfation, and foon found, 
that Mahomet Towafh had fo well followed the direc
tion of the Mek of Sennaar, as to take all the Hybeers, 
or Guides of note with h im on purpofe to difappoint 
M r . Bruce. 

Chendi is inlat. i6* 3 8 ' 3 5 " n o r t h , and 3 3 0 2 4 ' 4 5 ' / 
eaft of the meridian of Greenwich. 

O n the 20th of October, in the evening, they left 
Chendi, and refted two miles from the town; and, on 
the 9th of November, having received ail the affurances 
poffible from Idris, the guide whom M r . Bruce had en
gaged at Chendi, that he would live and die with them, 
after having repeated the prayer of peace, they put on 
thc heft countenance poffible, and committed themfelves 
to the defert. There were Ifhmael the T u r k , two 
Greek fervants befides Georgis, who was almoft blind 
and ufelefs. T w o Barbarins, who took care of the 
camels, Idris, and a young man, a relation of his, who 
joined him at Barbar, to return home; in al l nine per-



fons, eight only of whom were effective. They were all 
well-armed with blunderbuffes, fwords, piftols, and 
double-barrelled guns, except Idris and his lad, who 
had lances, the only arms they could ufe. 

Cm the 14th, they were at once furprifed and terrified 
by a fight furely one of the moft magnificent in the 
world. In that vaft expanfe of defert, from W . and to 
N . W . of them, they faw a number of prodigious p i l 
lars of fand at different diftance^, at times moving with 
great celerity, at others ftalking on with a majeftic flow-
nefs ; at intervals they thought they were coming in a 
very few minutes to overwhelm them; and fmall quanti
ties of fand did actually more than once reach them. 
Again they would retreat fo as to be almoft out oi fighti 
their tops reaching to die very clouds. There thc tops 
often feparated from the bodies; and thefe, once d i s 
joined, difperfed in the air, and did not appear more. 
Sometimes they were broken near the middle, as i f fhuck 
with a large cannon fhot. About noon they began to 
advance with confiderable fwiftnefs upon them, the 
wind being very ftrong at north. Eleven of them ranged 
along fide of them, about the diftance of three miles. 
The greateft diameter of the largeft appeared to M r . 
Bruce at that diftance as i f it would meafure ten feet. 
They retired from them-wdth a wind at S. E . leaving an 
imprcflion upon our traveller's mind to which he can 
give no name, though furely one ingredient in it was 
fear, with a confiderable deal of wonder and aflonifb-
ment. It was in vain to think of flying; the fwifteft 
horfe, or fafteft failing (hip, could be of no ufe to carry 
them out of this danger, and the full perfuafion- of this 
rivctted him as i f to the fpot where he flood, and he 
let the camels gain on him fo much in his ftate of lame-
nefs, that it was with fome difficulty he could overtake 
them. 

From this day, fubordination, though not entirely 
ceafed, was faft on the decline ; all was difcontent, 
murmuring, and fear. Their water was greatly dimi-
nilhed, and that terrible death by thirft began to flare 
them in the face, and this was owing in a great 
meafure to their own imprudence, Ifhmael, who had 
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been left centinel over the fkins of water, had flept fo 
foundry, that this had given an opportunity to a ' i uco-
rory to open one of the ikins that had not been touched, 
and fervc himfelf out of it at his own discretion. M r . 
Bruce fuppofes, that, hearing fomebody itir, and fearing 
detection, he had withdrawn himfelf as fpeedily as pof
fible, without taking time to tic the mouth ofthe girba, 
which they found in thc morning with fcarce a quart of 
water in it. 

The phenomenon of thc Simoom, unexpected by 
them, though forefeen by Idris, cauled them all to 
relaple into the greateft defpondency. It ttill conti
nued to blow, lo as to exhauft them entirely, though 
the blait was fo weak as fearceiy would have raifed a 
leaf f i om the ground. A t twenty minutes before 
five the ;rimoom ceafed, and a comfortable and cooling 
breeze came by Harts from the north, blowing five or 
fix minutes at a time, and then falling calm. 

I hat defert, which did not afford inhabitants for the 
affillance or relief of travellers, had greatly more than 
iutheitnt for doftroying them. Large tribes of Arabs, 
two or three thoufand, encamped together, were can
toned, as it were, in different places of this defert, where 
there was water enough to ferve their numerous herds 
of cattle, and thefe, as their occafion required, travcrfed 
in parties all that wide expanfe of folitude, from thc 
mountains near the Red Sea eaft, to the banks of the Ni le 
on the weft, according as their feveral defigns or necef-
fities required. Thefe were Jaheleen Arabs, thofe cruel, 
barbarous fanatics, that deliberately fhed fo much blood 
during the time they were eftablifhing the Mahometan 
religion. I f it had been their lot to fall among thefe 
people, and it was next to a certainty that they were at 
that veiy initant furrrounded by them, death was cer
tain, and their only comfort was, that they could die 
bnt once, and that to die like men was in their own op
tion. Indeed, without conlidering the bloody character 
which thefe wretches naturally bear, there could be no 
reafon for letting them l ive : They could be of no fervice 
to them as flaves; and to have fent them into Egypt, 
after having firfl rifled and deftroyed their goods, could 
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not be done by them but at a great expence, to which 
well-inclined people only could have been'induced :r wn 
charity, and of that laft virtue they had not even hi .-:rd 
the name. Their only chance then remainmg was, that 
their number might be fo fmall, that, by our travellers 
great fuperiority in fire-arms and in courage, they might 
turn the misfortune upon the aggreifors, deprive them of 
their camels and means of carrying water.-and leave them 
fcatteied in the defert, to that death w hich either of them, 
without an alternative, mull fufftr. However, they were 
lucky enough not to meet with any of thofe barbarians. 

On the 22d, their camels were reduced fo five, and it 
did not feem that thefe were capable of continuing their 
journey much longer. In that cafe, no remedy remained, 
but that each man fliould carry his own water and pro
vifions. Now, as no one man could carry the water he 
fhould ufe. between well and well, it was more than pro
bable that diflance would be doubled by fome of the 
wells being found dry ; and i f that was not the cafe, vet, 
as it was impoffible for a man to carry his provifions 
who could not walk without any burden at a l l , their 
fituation feemed to be moll defperate. 

On the 27th, at half paft five in the morning, they 
attempted to raife their camels by every method that they 
could devife, but all in vain, only one of them could 
get upon his legs, and that one did not ftand two mi
nutes ti l l he kneeled down, and could never be railed 
afterwards. Every Way they turned themfelves, death 
now llared them in the face. They had neither time nor 
ftrcngth to wafte, nor provifions to fupport them. Thev 
then took the fmall Ikbis that had contained their water, 
and filled them as far as thev thought a man could carry 
them with cafe; bur after all thefe fhifts. there was not 
enough to fervc them three days, at which he had citi-
matcd their journey to Syene, which ftiil however was 
uncertain. Finding, therefore, the camels would not 
rife, they killed two of them, and took fo much "flefh 
as might ferve for the deficiency of bread, and, from 
the ftomach of each of the camels, got about four gal
lons of water. Thc fmall remains of their miferable 
flock of black bread and dirty water, the only fupport they 



had hitherto lived on amidft the burning lands, and 
their fpirits likewise were exhauflcd by an uncer
tainty of their journey's end. They were furrounded 
among thofe terrible and unufual phenomena of nature 
which Providence, in mercy to the weaknefs of his 
creatures, has concealed far from their fight in deferts 
almofl inacceffible to them. Nothing but death was 
before their eyes: A l l M r . Bruce's papers, his quadrant, 
telefco[;cs, and time-keeper, were now to be abandoned 
to the rude and ignorant hands of robbers, or to be bu
ried in the fands. However, on the 29th, to their i n -
cxprcilible joy, they faw the palm trees at Affouan, and 
a quarter before ten arrived in a grove of palm-trees on 
the north of that city. 

They were not long arrived, before they received 
from the Aga about fifty loaves of fine wheat bread, and 
feveral large difhes o f drcft meat. But the fmell of 
thefe laft no fooner reached M r . Bruce than he fainted 
upon the floor. He made feveral trials afterwards, with 
no better fuccefs, for the firfl two days, nor could he 
reconcile himfelf to any fort of food but toafted bread 
and coffee. His fervants had none of thefe qualms, 
for they partook largely and greedily of the Aga's 
bounty. 

M r . Bruce was obliged to keep his room five or fix 
days after his arr ival ; but, as foon as got better, he 
and his fervants fet out on dromedaries, in order to 
recover his baggage. The Aga had fent four fervants 
belonging to his ftables to accompany them; active, 
lively, and good-humoured fellows. About twelve 
o'clock, they got into a valley, and hid themfelves in the 
loweft part of i t , under a bank, for the night was ex
ceeding cold ; M r . Bruce was afraid, that they had 
paffed his baggage in the dark, as none of them were 
perfectly fine of the place; but as foon as light came, 
they recovered their tract as frefh and entire as when 
they made it. After having gone about half an hour in 
their former foottteps, they had the unfpeakable fatif-
faction to find the quadrant and whole baggage ; and by 
them the bodies of their flaughtered camels, a fmall 
part of one of them having been torn by the haddaya, or 



M r . Bruce, after having received a very kind recep
tion at this place, on the i i th of December, fet out for 
Cai ro , where he arrived on the ioth of January, 1775 . 
After fome flay there, he proceeded to Alexandria, 
where he arrived without any thing material occuring. 
At length, our traveller happily reached Marfaillcs 3 

where he finiflics the account of his travels, 
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