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Forty Years o f  o Great Past— Congratulations, SNPJ!
By Michael Vrhovnik, Juvenile Director

On the morning of April 6, 1904, there  be
gan in the city of Chicago, Illinois, the open
ing session of the first and organizing con
vention of a new Slovene fra ternal society, a 
society which was to build, protect, educate, 
prosper and live—perhaps, indefinitely.

Through the records of its proceedings, we 
have learned tha t twelve men, each in the 
best years of his life, strong of character and 
principles, freethinkers all of them, composed 
the delegation of this significant convention 
body. These men represented the nine lodges 
organized up to that time. They were the

M ichael V rhovnik

official founders of a new society, yet un 
named.

The delegates met in the old National Hall, 
on the top floor of a three-story brick build
ing, located at the southwest corner of Eigh
teenth Street and Centre (Racine) Avenue. 
Here for th ree  days, they calmly and seri
ously deliberated each im portant question 
and problem presented for consideration and 
decision.

Aside from a few essential fundamentals, 
these pioneer fathers of the SN PJ were not 
versed in the knowledge or needs of coopera
tive insurance protection for the family. The 
fra ternal benefit idea was then still in its in
fancy and, consequently, very  few people 
knew much about it. The delegates at the 
first SN PJ Convention were interested in its 
possibilities, of course, but at the time only 
as a “sideline” attraction, for their chief con
cern had to do w ith the social, cultural and 
economic life of the Slovene people in 
America.

Therefore, the immediate and prim ary aim 
of this resolute and far-seeing group of lead
ers was to draw  up and adopt a set of sound 
principles which would form the basis of a 
strong, free, liberal and democratic fraternal 
organization, having no connection whatso
ever with any church, a freethought society 
which would make no attem pt to control the  
personal beliefs of its members, the first of 
its kind among the American Slovenes to 
recognize and establish this broad conception 
of personal freedom w ithin  an organized 
structure.

Upon tha t  early foundation of principles, 
ideals, benevolence and brotherhood grew 
the largest and most progressive Slovene or
ganization in the world—the Slovene Na
tional Benefit Society (SNPJ).



It will interest you, of course, to know who 
w ere elected as the first Supreme Officers 
of the  SNPJ. Chosen for this distinctive hon
or were—'John Stonich, President; Michael 
Štrukelj, Vice-President; Frank Medica, Sec
retary; Frank Petrich, Recording-Secretary; 
and Frank Klobuchar, Treasurer. The re 
maining delegates were Martin Konda, An
ton Mladic, Mohor Mladic, John Werscaj, Jo
seph Duller, Martin Potokar and Dan Bado
vinac.

The Official Organ of the SN PJ was not 
always called Prosveta. When first organ
ized, the  voice of the  m embership was ex
pressed through Glas Svobode, a privately 
owned newspaper. It was not until 1908 tha t 
the Society founded its own Organ to which 
was given the name Glasilo SNPJ, and thus 
it rem ained until the  convention in 1915, 
when the name Prosveta was adopted. Then 
in July, 1922, the Mladinski List was added 
to our publications to form a dual educa
tional force, each w ith  the same purpose in 
view.

Using the power of press to great advan
tage, the daily and weekly paper for the 
adults and the m onthly magazine for the 
juveniles, the SN PJ “battled” against selfish 
and reactionary individuals and groups ev
erywhere, shedding the light of tru th , knowl
edge and justice w herever it reached, and 
succeeded in conveying good impressions of 
our principles to the far corners of America.

Today, after two score years of hard  w ork 
and faithful service to its members, the 
SN PJ is known all over the  country as a 
w orkingm an’s organization designed to bring 
greater protection, security, understanding, 
friendship and happiness to everyone. It has 
performed this gigantic task ably and well, 
rendering aid to members in times of sick
ness, disability, death and other emergen
cies, and providing them  w ith outlets for 
social, cultural, educational and recreational 
activities through its local lodges.

Since its doors were throw n open back in 
1904, the  SN PJ has w eathered booms and 
panics, prosperity and depression, epidemics 
and war, and came through it all w ith  ban 
ners flying high. We should be extrem ely 
proud of the  fact, tha t in all these years 
there  has not been a single just legal claim 
against it which has not been paid. Today, it

is in the  soundest condition of its entire his
tory.

Through years of almost continuous ex
pansion, the  SN PJ has grown into the larg 
est Slovene fra ternal organization, num ber
ing at this w riting over 47,000 adult and 
nearly  17,000 juvenile members, affiliated 
w ith  some 625 lodges scattered over the 
length and breadth  of the United States and 
a few in the provinces of the Dominion of 
Canada. During all the years of existence, 
in excess of 100,000 adults and over 50,000 
juveniles have been enrolled into the SNPJ, 
a grand total of more than 150,000 members.

The financial strength  of the Society is 
reflected in the am ount and sound character 
of its investments. The SN PJ has more than  
$11,000,000 in assets, all owned by the mem
bers, over 80 per cent of which are invested 
in United States Government, State, County 
and Municipal bonds, and the balance in 
mortgages on small properties, choice indus
tria l and u tility  securities, Building and Loan 
Associations, banks, etc., together providing 
sufficient liquidity for every and all forms 
of liability to which the Society is or might 
be subject.

There, in the  few paragraphs above, you 
have a record of forty  years of great service 
and growth worthy of highest compliment 
and appreciation—of men whose w ork and 
loyalty deserve a full measure of respect, ad
m iration and gratitude. On this outstanding 
occasion, let us salute and thank  the living 
Pioneer Fathers wherever they may be, and 
honor the m em ory of those who have de
parted from these wordly surroundings, for 
they did a grand job!

How can we, who go on living, repay 
them? . . . By renewing a pledge to continue 
the struggle for the  principles and ideals of 
the SNPJ; by embracing a rejuvenated spirit 
of benevolence and more regular attendance 
at meetings and affairs; by organizing Juve 
nile Circles and giving support to their  ac
tivities; by encouraging the youth to w rite  
to the Mladinski List and the Prosveta; by 
entering and enrolling new members in the 
40th Anniversary Membership Campaign; 
and by being mindful of a great and glorious 
past, but ever looking forw ard to a still 
g reater fu ture  in the SN PJ and America!



Birthdays of the Great Men By Louis Beniger

cltlnm n I S ,yy e n i e r

E dm und Spenser, the great English poet of 
classical verse, was born on A pril 16, 1552. 
A lthough  his fa ther  was “a gentlem an by 
birth,” he lacked adequate resources for  
bringing up his son. In spite of insufficient  
means, however, young Spenser received a 
good education, first as a “poor scholar” in  
the M erchant Tailors’ School in London, and 
later, during seven years, as a needy student, 
at Pem broke Hall, Cambridge.

A t  Cambridge University, Spenser gained 
not only a high standing in classical studies, 
but also the perm anent friendship of well 
know n  scholars. Spenser received his m ast
er’s degree at the age of tw enty-four. He be
gan his active career as a private secretary  
in London and later in Ireland. During this  
tim e he m e t m en  of letters, w ith  w hom  he 
form ed an in tim ate  literary and personal 
friendship. He later recorded this friendship  
in “A  Pastoral Elegy.”

Spenser published his first poem at the  
age of 27, under the title, “Shepherd’s Cal
endar.” The enthusiastic reception of the  
poem among m en  of letters p rom ptly  estab
lished Spenser as the chief of English poets 
then living. He was then  ready to prepare 
for his greater task— the task of w riting  a 
long poem in 12 books, bu t only  six of the 12 
books were completed.

It  was not un til ten  years after the publi
cation of the “Shepherd’s Calendar” that 
Spenser was ready to publish the first three  
books of his m ost fam ous poem, “The Faery 
Queen.” These three books deal w ith  tem 
perance or self-control, moral purity , and 
righteousness. A n d  it took him  eight more  
years before he completed the second three 
books in the series of “The Faery Queen, 
w hich deal w ith  friendship, justice, and 
courtesy.

The success of “The Faery Queen” was 
immediate, bu t the m onetary reward was dis
appointingly small. He described his disap
po in tm ent in “Collin Clout’s Come Home 
Again,” in  w hich the visits of his friends and

his sojourn in London are also reflected. In  
the n e x t  two years Spenser wrote a series 
of poems entitled “A m oretti,” and also wrote  
a poem called “Epithalamion.”

Spenser’s life was spent chiefly  in three  
places, each of which left strong m arks upon  
his character and w ork—Cambridge, London, 
and Ireland. A t  Cambridge he found the  
learning of the Renaissance (revival of learn
ing), especially the  philosophy of Plato and 
Aristotle, w hich appears clearly in “The 
Faery Queen” and the “H ym ns” which he 
later wrote. He also w rote  a poem called 
“Prothalamion,” and the prose tract, “View  
of the Present Sta te of Ireland.” In  this last 
w ork the poet attacks the Irish because, in 
1598, Irish rebels burned the house in  w hich  
he lived and drove h im  and his fam ily  to 
Cork.

Spenser’s “Shepherd’s Calendar” is a se
ries of 12 pastoral poems, in w hich shep
herds are the speakers, and rural nature and 
life their theme. Spenser lived at the time  
w hen  the Reform ation was the chief political 
question, and it had a very  important in 
fluence on English life as it had on all Eu
rope. The Reform ation was to the common  
people w hat the Renaissance (revival of 
learning) was to the upper classes.

E dm und Spenser’s art is show n in his 
poems. He had the power to create the illu 
sion of a d ifferent world, a world of magic  
where the imagination and the senses are 
satisfied. “The Faery Queen” is a long pro
cession of figures, brilliant, fantastic, or ter
rible, which singly or in groups pass across 
an ever varying landscape. This world of 
imagined splendor is presented as the back
ground of a steadily growing idea of r ight
eousness, of heroic goodness.

Spenser belonged to an age w hen  it seemed  
not impossible that there iliould be some 
common ground betw een the spirit of the  
Reformation and that the Hum anism , m ean
ing the revival of learning, the great awaken
ing which m arked the end of the  Middle

Ages.

Edm und Spenser died on January 16, 1599, 
in London.



JU S T  FO R  FU N
CAPITAL QUIZ

These are  capitals of d iffe ren t S tates in the 
U nited  S tates. H owever, the re  m u s t have  been  
a p ix ie a t  w ork  here  because they  took out all 
th e  le tte rs  in  th e  m iddle  and  le ft only the  f irs t 
and  last le tte r. Can you figure  out the  nam es 
of t'he d iffe ren t capitals:

1. C -
2. H -
3. T -
4. T -

-S, Ohio 
-G , Pa.
-E, Fla.
-A, K ansas

5. C -
6. D -
7. A -
8. A-

HISTORICAL EVENTS IN APRIL 

April 14, 18G5 Abraham Lincoln assassinated 
April 18, 1906 San Francisco earthquake 
April 22, 1898 War with Spain 
April 28, 1814 Napoleon exiled  io Elba.
April 30, 1789 Geo. Washington inaugurated.

By Ernestine Jug-;

ANIMAL JUMBLER

In  the  f irs t colum n are  nam es of anim als th a t  
a re  found in story  books. In  C olum n 2 are the 
types of anim als they  are. Can you m atch  them ?

-E, Wyo. 
-R, Colo. 
-Y, N. Y. 
—N, Texas

1. F licka
2. P lu to
3. Blitzen
4. J im m in y
5. D onald

1. C ricket
2. R eindeer
3. D uck
4. H orse
5. Dog

DINNER MIX-UPS

H ere are  various item s you m igh t have  for d in 
n er  tonight. The le tte rs  a re  ra th e r  jum bled, bu t 
by  now  you Ju s t  for F u n  fans should unscram ble 
them  easily:

1. puso
2. sookice
3. ladsa

4. oespotta
5. enc'hikc
6. p rim sh

SEASON QUIZZERS

Of th e  4 s ta tem en ts  below, 3 a re  correct. Can 
you iden tify  th e  incorrect one?
1. V erna l E qu inox  (Spring begins)—M arch 21
2. S um m er Solstice (Sum m er begins)—Ju n e  21
3. A u tu m n a l E quinox  (A utum n begins)— Sept. 21
4. W inter Solstice (W inter begins)—Dec. 21

* * *

YOUR FLAG

H ow  m an y  facts do you know  about yo u r flag? 
See if you can fill in  th e  b lanks of these s ta te 
m ents?

The f irs t flag of th e  U nited  S tates was m ade
by  B----------------R------------  and approved  by the
C om m ittee of w hich  G------------ W <----------------

Today th e re  are-

BIRD PUZZLE

The w ords listed below  all spell out a word. 
If you  place ano ther  le t te r  in fron t of each, i t  w ill 
spell an  en tire ly  d iffe ren t word. If you place the  
correct le tters, they  w ill spell the  nam e of a bird.

-of the  union and 
-w h ite  stripes

w as a m em ber in  17------
sta rs rep resen tin g  th e  s- 
the  original seven red  and  s- 
rep resen ting  the  13 orig inal colonies. The colors 
of th e  flag  have a special significance— R ed for
c---------------- ; w h ite  for 1------------------- , and  b lue for
1----------—.------.

1.—all
2.—jar
3.—ill
4.—ear

5.—deal
6.—eat
7.—tune
8.—lone

APRIL

When April comes the skies are gray 
And then the sun shines thru;
To scatter all the raindrops 
And take away the dew.

So when I wear my overshoes 
The sun beams bright and strong;
But when I'm in my Sunday best 
It rains most all day long.

TIME TO LAFF

Teacher—Can anyone give me a sample of in 
direct tax?

Pupil—The dog tax.
Teacher—Why is that an indirect tax?
Pupil—Because the dog don't pay it.

Historians say that women used cosmetics in  the 
Middle Ages.

For that matter, women in the middle ages still 
use them.

But then I know the raindrops 
Will help the flowers to grow;
And that my yard will be all green 
From the many seeds I sow.

MATH LESSON

If a dog standing  on 4 feet w eighs 5 lbs., how 
m uch w ill he w eigh standing on 2 feet?

(Answers to Puzzles on Back Inside Cover Page.)



Join the "N e w  Nam e for M ladinsk i List"  Contest
S u g g est  a  G ood  N e w  N a m e to D isp lace  “ M ladinsk i L ist” and  W in  

a  $ 5 0  W ar Bond!

SPECIAL PRIZES FOR BEST LETTERS. CONTEST ENDS AUGUST 1, 1944.

A t its annual m eeting in February , the  SN PJ Suprem e 
Board decided tha t  the  nam e of our juvenile  magazine, 
“M ladinski L ist”, shall be  changed to one having a grea ter 
appeal on the average A m erican youth  of Slovene or other 
extraction, and approved a sum  not to exceed $50 in prizes 
for a national contest lim ited to juvenile  m em bers of the  
Society. The Executive Com m ittee was empowered to 
p repare  necessary rules for the  contest, th is to be conducted 
and concluded prior to th e  sem i-annual m eeting of the  Su
p rem e Board to be held la te r  this year. These instructions 
have  been complied w ith  and the rules governing the  con
tes t are as follows. . .

R U L E S

a) The "NEW NAME FOR MLADINSKI LIST" contest begins April 1 and ends August 1, 
1944.

b) The contest is open to any member of the SNPJ Juvenile Department.
c) Each contestant is limited to one NEW NAME suggestion, and every letter submitting 

a name must be countersigned by either parent. The age and lodge number must 
also be enclosed.

d) One grand prize, a $50 United States War Savings Bond, will be awarded to the member 
whose suggestion for a NEW NAME is chosen to displace "Mladinski List."

e) In case two or more members submit the winning name, the purchase price of the $50 
bond will be divided equally among them in War Savings Stamps.

f) Any name entered in the contest, found to be exactly similar to that of another publica
tion, will be automatically disqualified.

g) The best letters, telling why the names were chosen and suggested, will be published 
in the Mladinski List after the contest closes. The four best letters will be entitled 
to the following awards: First $5, second $3, third $2 and fourth $1, all in War Savings 
Stamps.

h) All NEW NAME suggestions and letters must be mailed to the JUVENILE DIRECTOR 
of SNPJ, 2657 So. Lawndale Ave., Chicago 23, 111., on or before August 1. 1944.

It is im portan t to rem em ber a t all times tha t  the  names, subm itted  in this contest, m ust 
be different, a t least in some respect, from  names of active publications. I t  is tru e  tha t  
simply by adding a word or taking one aw ay or substitu ting one for another, a nam e m ight 
be qualified as acceptable, bu t we do not encourage this practice, for the  best results  will 
be obtained if you try  to be original.

The fact th a t  there  are not m any  juvenile  magaiznes in existence, f ra te rna l or com m er
cial, our task of choosing a good nam e to take place of the  nam e “M ladinski L ist”, should 
not be a difficult one. There are  m any  bright boys and girls in the  S N P J who have ability, 
ambition and ideas of the ir  own. I t  is to them , especially, th a t  we appeal to join the “New 
Name for M ladinski L is t” contest and m ake it a big success.

MICHAEL VRHOVNIK, Juven ile  Director.



LU K EC  IN  N JEG O V  ŠK O REC
Povest za mladino 

France Bevk
(N adaljevanje)

Škorec je postal nemiren. Zgrabil je s 
k ljunom  žico in jo zvijal. Vpil je: “Bedak! 
Baroja!”

Lukec je odprl kletko, ptič je zletel na 
prosto. “Luka, Luka!” Gledal ga je  v usta, 
ki so drobila kruh. Klepec je hotel druge 
hrane. Zletel je Lukcu na ram o in ga pocu
kal za uho, nato za lase: “Potep, Potep!”

“Pusti me!” ga je božal Lukec. “Vidiš, 
zdaj sva v Argntiniji. Poiskati morava 
očeta. .

Gost, ki je bral časnik, je po prvih škorče- 
vih besedah postal pozoren. Ko je izprego- 
voril Lukec, je ostrmel. Položil je časnik na 
mizo. Obraz se mu je raztegnil v nasmehu. 
Dvignil se je, stopil k Lukcu.

“Vidva sta Slovenca?”
Tudi Lukec je strmel. Še nikoli mu ni bila 

slovenska beseda tako blagoglasna, kot v 
tistem  hipu. P red  njim  je stal človek s sme
jočim se obrazom in svetlimi očmi. Lukec 
je bil veselo vznemirjen.

“Jaz sem Slovenec. Ta pa je le . . . ško
rec.”

Oni se je zasmejal.
“Da, to je škorec . . . Vidim. Pa vendar 

govori slovensko.”
Pobožal je škorca. Ta je poskočil: “Jaz 

sem Lukov Klepec. Bedak!”
“P eter  Vodopivec sem, ne bedak,” je dejal 

oni. “Vipavec. Menda si tudi ti Vipavec,” 
se je obrnil na Lukca. “Po govorici te po
znam.”

Da, tudi Lukec je Vipavec. Vodopivec je 
prisedel. Lukec mu je povedal, da gre v P a 
rana. Tam ima očeta. Z njim  je bila tudi 
mati, a mu je na poti umrla. Zdaj je sam. 
Neki Slokar mu je dal naslov te krčme.

“Tako, tako?” se je čudil Vodopivec. Luk- 
čeva zgodba je bila žalostna in vesela. “V 
P arana  je precej daleč. Še dobro, da smo se 
našli. Pomagali ti bomo.”

Nastal je večer. K rčm a se je začela pol
niti. V levi kot so sedali Italijani, Španci in 
Kreoli. V desni kot krčme so sedali Slovenci. 
Pozdravljali so se po domače. Vodopivec je 
vsakemu novemu došlecu pokazal na Lukca.

“Vidiš mladega Slovenca. Vipavec je po
vrhu. Ta je prinesel kar škorca s seboj. . .”

Lukec jim  je segal v roke. Gledali so ga 
kot veliko čudo. Ponoviti je moral svojo 
zgodbo še enkrat. Povedal je tudi, kako je 
škorec odkril slepega potnika. Njegovo pri
povedovanje je vzbujalo sočutje in smeh.

Škorec je dobil večerjo, ki m u je bila po 
volji. Uganjal je burke. Povedal je vse, kar 
je vedel in znal. Izgovarjal je nove besede, 
ki so mu jih klicali od vseh strani. Kmalu 
se je naveličal. Postal je truden. Umaknil 
se je v temen kot pod točilno mizo in zaspal.

Lukcu se je razvezala beseda. Povedal je 
tudi o Španjolki in o zamorcu. Nastal je 
smeh. Zamorec je bil hotelski sluga, ki ni
komur ne skrivi lasu. Lukec se je nekoliko 
sramoval. Pa  se je smejal tudi on.

“Prav  je, da si zbežal,” so mu dejali. “Si
cer bi te ne bili videli.”

To je bilo tudi Lukcu po volji.
Zapeli so slovensko pesem. . . Lukcu je 

bilo, kakor da se ne nahaja  v daljni Ameriki, 
am pak v Vipavi. Še doma slovenska pesem 
ni bila tako glasna. Poslušal je ves omam
ljen.

Postal je truden. Glava m u je začela lesti 
med ramena. Zavedel se je, da dremlje. 
Nekaj težkega, neprodirnega je začelo zagri
n jati njegovo zavest. Govorjenje in petje je 
prihajalo na njegovo uho le kot iz neznane 
daljave. Izginila je krčma, izginile so svetle 
luči pod stropom. . .

30.
Parnik  je zabrlizgal in se začel pomikati 

od brega. Lukec je slonel ob ograji. Na po
molu je stal Vodopivec. Zamahnila sta si 
v slovo. “Zbogom!”

Mesto se je  oddaljilo. Zadnje hiše so stale 
na obrežju. Samota, gaji, nove hiše. Reka 
je bila široka, široka.

Odkar se je bil Lukec poslovil od doma, mu 
še ni bilo tako čudno pri srcu. Sam, sam 
sredi tu je zemlje. Kam  je izginila vesela 
domačnost prejšnjega večera?

Parnik, na katerem  se je vozil, je bil m aj
hen. Ni bilo prijaznega kapitana, ne zdrav
nika, ne Slokarja niti Španjolke. V tistem 
hipu bi mu bil še Brontolon ljub.

Na krovu so sedeli med prtljago čudni



ljudje. Moški, ženske, otroci. Z njim i so se 
vozile tudi kokoši, ki so bile zvezane za noge. 
Sli so na sever, v neznane kraje, divji in 
umazani. . . Med takim i ljudm i bo našel oče
ta, ki se bo začudil:

“Kje je m ati?”
Misel na m ater mu je bila v tistem trenu t

ku tr ik ra t bridka. Branil se je joka. Od 
spomina in od občutka zapuščenosti so mu 
same od sebe začele teči solze po licih.

Gledal je na breg, ki je polzel mimo. Kaj 
je mislil? Na očeta? Ali je slutil, da ga ne 
bo več našel v Parana  in ga bo moral iskati 
v divjih, tu jih  krajih? Ali je samo sanjal-, 
da bo zablodil v pragozdu, se srečal z Indi
janci?

Ne, Lukec ni mogel vedeti, kaj ga čaka.
P red  njegovimi očmi se je od ure  do ure 

odpirala nova, čudna zemlja. . . Parn ik  je 
piskal. Divji možje so karta li in vpili. Če 
so zagledali v vodi kako žival, so s samokresi 
streljali nanjo.

Čez nebo je plavalo solnce. Ponoči je vstal 
izza gozdov isti mesec kot v Vipavski dolini. 
Iste zvezde so sijale. Vse drugo pa je bilo 
grozno in tuje.

Lukec ni mogel vedeti, kaj ga čaka. Bil je 
u tru jen  od dolge vožnje. Legel je k počitku 
in škorec se je stisnil v kot. Brnenje in ro
pot motorjev na parniku ga je km alu zazi
balo v spanje. Lukec je sanjal čudne sanje. 
Iskal je očeta, a zaman. Nenadoma stopi k 
njem u prijazen mož in ga objame. V sanjah 
vidi svojega očeta in prije ten  smehljaj se 
razlije po njegovih licih. . .

$ ^ $

Tisto noč je Lukec trdno spal. Ne bil bi se 
še prebudil, da mu ni skočil škorec na trebuh 
in ga začel klicati: “Luka! Luka!”

Lukec je odprl oči. Škorec je skakal od 
veselja, popadel s kljunom za odejo in jo 
začel vleči.

Potniki so se prebudili. Nekateri so za
spani godrnjali, drugi so se smejali. Luka 
je sedel na postelji, pozdravil Klepca:

“Dobro ju tro !”
“Dobro ju tro!” je ponovil Klepec.
P arn ik  se je bližal obrežju. Potniki so se 

vsuli k ograji. Lukec se je naglo umil in 
oblekel. Stopil je na krov. Od velikega za
čudenja je na široko odprl usta. P red  njim  
je stalo mesto.

Potniki so nastali nemirni. Parn ik  je za

piskal in zavil v pristan. Na bregu je bilo 
živo vrvenje. Mornarji, težaki in potepuhi. 
Slišala se je tuja, neumljiva govorica.

Sidra so zarožljala in že so se potniki dre
njali na pomol. Lukec je počasi stopal za 
njimi. Škorec se je boječe stiskal k  njemu. 
Lukec je zaskrbljeno gledal po množici. N je
gove oči so med pisano množico iskale očeta. 
Videl je le tu je  obraze—bil je spet tujec v 
tujini.

V tistem hipu stopi k  njem u srednje visok 
mož. Gleda ga in naposled vpraša:

“Luka?”
Z očetom sta se objela in oči obeh so se 

orosile od veselja. Škorec je gledal Lukca 
modro, molčal je. Zdelo se je, da tudi njem u 
od veselja bije srce.

“A kje je m ati?”
Lukca je vzelo dolgo, predno je očetu raz

jasnil, kako je mati zbolela in umrla. Dolgo 
je pripovedoval. Oče je videl, da sta ostala 
sama, da je Lukec med dolgo potjo mnogo 
prestal. Sklenil je, da si bosta uredila živ
ljenje na tu jih  tleh kot moža, ki zreta ne
ustrašeno v bodočnost.

Lukčeve sanje so se uresničile. Po dolgem 
iskanju je našel očeta. Ponosno je stopal po
leg njega, ki ga je vodil po poti v dom oče
tove ljubezni.

(Konec.)

Ptičja hišica
Katka Zupančič

Hiša je majhna, prem ajhna za vse; 
v nji za en parček prostora je le. 
Vrabci se zbirajo 
in se prepirajo— 
priliki težko odreči se je.

K ar se oglasi mlad modrijan:
“Tepli se, bratci, ne bomo za stan!
Vratca odprta so
zanj, ki prvi bo
zajtra, še preden bo dan.”

Družba pomirjena se je razšla.
Zviti pa  vrabec se tiho smehlja—
V hišico smukne spat, 
zajtra  bo bratce z vrat 
vabil na—svatbo, hahaa . . .!



FU N  and FRO LIC
To m ost ch ild ren  E aster T im e is alm ost as u n i

versa l a ho liday  as is Christm as, and  th e re  are 
m an y  w ays of observing it. Y our group m ay  choose 
to have an  E aster P ar ty , or an  organized Egg H u n t 
in  a n ea rb y  p a rk  or sm all woods. If you are  not 
p lann ing  any  sort of celebration, a good idea 
w ould  be to se t aside an  hour or tw o a fte r  your 
A p ril  m eeting  and have  some E aster Fun.

Egg Hunt
V ary  th e  u sua l egg h u n t by  using je lly  beans 

for eggs, and  give each child a hand led  n u t  cup, 
decorated  as a basket. H ide dozens of the  eggs of 
all colors all over the  room. A fter  the  h u n t  is over, 
te ll th e  p layers th a t  every  p in k  egg counts 5, every  
w hite  egg 10, yellow  15, p u rp le  20, etc. The child 
w ith  the  h ighest to ta l score wins, and  a novel touch 
w ould  be, to give as a prize, a child’s toy  egg- 
beater, on w hich th e  follow ing verse should  be 
tied. “Y ou’ve bea ten  th e  others, so w h a t would 
be sw eeter, T han  ju s t to be know n as a PER FEC T 
EG G  BEA TER?”

Egg Rolling Relay
D ivide th e  children  into tw o even  groups, and 

give the  leaders a hard-boiled  egg and a small, 
ro u n d  stick. D esignate a s ta rting  po in t and  a goal. 
A t a g iven  signal each leader  s ta rts  to ro ll the  egg, 
by  push ing  it w ith  th e  stick, tow ard  the  goal and 
th e n  back  again  to th e  s ta rt in g  point, w here  the 
leader  hands th e  stick  to the  n e x t in  line w ho r e 
peats the  perfo rm ance of the  leader, etc., un ti l  one 
team  is the  w inner.

Egg Ball
This one is fo r some rea l fun. Hollow  out an 

egg shell, or use a p ing pong ball. D ivide the  chil
d ren  in to  tw o team s, each te am  to stand  a t  each 
end  of a table. P lace the  egg shell, or ball in the  
m idd le  of the  tab le  and  te ll the  p layers to blow  as 
h a rd  as possible. The egg w ill ro ll from  one side 
of the  tab le  to the  other. The te am  forcing the 
egg shell, or ba ll off th e  opponen t’s side of the  
table, wins.

Egg Words
This is a p aper and  pencil game. S eat the  chil

d ren  in a circle on th e  floor, or a round  a table, and 
allow  ten  m inutes for them  to w rite  all th e  w ords 
th e y  can th in k  of beg inning  w ith  th e  sounds of 
“eggs”. H ere  a re  a few  to il lu stra te : exir, ex ac t
ly, exam ine, exam ple. The child w ith  th e  longest 
correct list is w inner.

* * sit * *

A pril som etim es h as  beau tifu l w eather, and  
th e n  the  children seem  to get an  urge to ju s t ru n  
around  and  m ake  noise. As every  age likes to 
p lay  tag, and  any  sm all area  will do, w hy  not try  
some of these games, w h e th e r  in or ou t of doors . . .

Rabbit Tag
The p layers a re  div ided in to  groups of th rees 

and  are  sca tte red  into groups around  the  p lay-

S ubm itted  by Ann Sannemann

ground. Two of the  th ree  form  a “ho m e” by facing 
each o ther an d  jo in ing hands. The th ird  one w ill 
be the  “ra b b it” and  w ill sim ply  stand  in this house. 
In  addition  to these groups of threes, th e re  should 
be tw o ex tra  players, a hom eless rab b it  and  a 
h u n te r .  The h u n te r  s ta rts  th e  gam e by  chasing 
the homeless rab b it around, in and  out the  groups. 
W hen the  rab b it  has grow n tired, he  m ay  go into 
one of th e  homes, and  a t  once th e  rab b it who was 
a lready  th e re  m ust leave, and  this rab b it  is chased 
by th e  hun te r.  W hen a h u n te r  catches a rabbit, 
the  tw o change places, th e  h u n te r  becom ing the  
rabbit, and  the  rab b it the  hun ter.

Cross Tag

Cross tag  is like th e  o rd inary  tag  b u t w ith  one 
difference. If  “IT ” is chasing someone and  a n 
o ther p layer  runs be tw een  h im  and  the  one 'he is 
chasing, he  m u s t im m ediate ly  cease to chase th a t  
one and chase th e  p layer  w ho crossed before him . 
T here is p len ty  of v a r ie ty  in  th is gam e as good 
ru n n ers  w ill a lw ays dare  to cross the  p a th  of the  
h un te r. In  this as in o ther tag  gam es certa in  ru les 
should  be in  force. No tagging back  should  be 
allowed. W henever a p layer  is tagged, he  should 
be requ ired  to te ll w hom  he has decided to chase. 
No one should be allow ed to he lp  th e  ru n n e r  by 
in terfe ring  w ith  the  chaser. In  th is  gam e of cross 
tag  a f te r  all p layers have  crossed twice, “IT ” 
should  be allow ed to tag  anyone.

Pose Tag

Before the  gam e starts, “IT ” takes some funny 
position. H e m igh t p u t  his hands up over his 
eyes, or s tand  a t atten tion , or parade  rest, o r in 
any  o ther position. W hen all have seen this posi
tion, “IT ” s ta rts  chasing the  others. The only 
w ay a p layer  can avoid  being tagged  is by s tr ik 
ing the  sam e position th a t  “IT ” d id in the  beg in 
ning. This m ay  be d ifficult to do if some one 
s trikes  a v ery  hum orous position and  everyone else 
is laughing. W hen one is tagged, he  becomes “IT ” , 
and  strikes a n ew  pose, and so th e  gam e continues.

Object-Passing Tag

The group selects some object w hich  is passed 
by hand ing  it from  one to the  other. This m ay  be 
a ball, handkerch ief, or stone. One can only be 
tagged  w hen  he has th is  object in his possession. 
A no ther  p layer m ust tak e  it as soon as it is offered 
to him , and if he  refuses to do so, he im m ediate ly  
becomes “IT ”.

Couple Tag

P layers  disperse in fo rm ally  a round  the  area  in 
groups of twos. Each couple s tanding  w ith  inner  
arm s in terlocked  and  ou ter hands on hips. “IT ” 
chases any  couple and  a ttem p ts  to hook onto the 
o u te r  arm  of e i th e r  m em b er  of th e  couple. If  he 
is successful, th e  p layer  w hose a rm  he has hooked 
becomes his p a r tn e r  and  the o ther m em ber be 
comes “IT ”.



V ČERA J JE  BILO, JU T R I B O . . .  H ‘ r m y n i a  z u r

P rav ljice  
Poslovenil A . C.

KAJ PRIPOVEDUJEJO PETRČKOVI 
PRIJATELJI?

(N adaljevanje .)

K aj pripoveduje  steklenica
Minilo je  nekaj dni. D an se je  počasi um ikal 

noči. T em a se je  tiho k rad la  v  izbico. Glej, 
glej, nekdo  je  obiskal našega dečka. N eka čed
no oblečena gospa, k i je  bila vsa resna  in stroga, 
je  stopila v  izbo. Sedla je  n a  posteljo.

P e te rček  je  to žensko poznal. Saj je  večk ra t 
p r ih a ja la  v  m estn i del, k je r  so p reb iva li reveži. 
P r ih a ja la  je  v  stanovanja, čeprav  je  n i nihče 
vabil. D elila je  nabožne knjižice in  govorila 
o trokom  o bogu.

O troci so se je  bali. N ik d ar se n i nasm ehnila, 
n ik d a r  niso n jene  ozke ustnice spregovorile do
broho tne besedice. Bog, o ka te rem  je  vede la  to 
liko povedati, j i  je  m oral b it i  podoben. M enda 
se je  venom er jezil, ukazoval, da  m orajo  revn i 
delati, b iti zadovoljni, v rh u  vsega pa  še za to 
bedno ž iv ljen je  hvaležni.

Tudi danes je  črno oblečena gospa dečka grdo 
gledala. P e te rček  bi b il tako  rad  ušel, se skril, 
pa se — o jej! — n i mogel n it i p rem akniti .

“Tako m e boli noga!” je  tožil te r  skrivno  upal, 
da  bo stroga gospa posta la  vendarle  m alo bolj 
dobrohotna.

Gospa p a  je  trd o  odgovorila: “To je  p re izkuš
nja , ka te ro  ti  pošilja  bog; m oraš jo potrpežljivo 
p renaša ti!” N ato  ga je  vprašala:

“A li zmoliš vsak  dan  ju tra n jo  in  večerno m o
l i tev ?”

“N e,” je  odkritosrčno povedal Peterček.
S troga gospa se je  m enda k a r  razveselila.
“Vidiš, p ra v  zavoljo tega si pade l te r  si zlomil 

nogo.”
“O ne,” je  P e te rček  boječe zašepetal, “padel 

sem, k e r  je  b ila  poledica.”
“Ne ugov ar ja j!” je  srd ito  zavpila stroga gospa. 

“Bog te  je  ho te l kaznovati. Zato si padel. A  ta  
kazen  n i naj hujša. A li ne  veš, k am  pridejo  slabi 
otroci, k i  ne m olijo?”

“Ne vem .”
“V peke l!” je  veselo vzklikn ila  stroga gospa. 

“Tam  m orajo  do vekom aj trpeti, da  vekom aj go
rijo  v  plam enih , p a rk lj i  jih  ščipljejo  z razbelje 
n im i kleščami, d a  od groznih bolečin strašno  k r i 
čijo. P rav iš, da  te  boli noga! K ako ničeva je  ta  
bolečina v  p r im e ri s trp ljen jem , k i te  čaka v 
peklu. T vo ja  m ati bo trp e la  s teboj vred . Mo
ra la  b i te  n av a ja ti  k  m olitvi.”

N ato  je  stroga gospa segla v  veliko torbo, k i jo 
je  vedno nosila s seboj. Vzela je  iz n je  drobno 
knjižico. N a p la tn icah  knjižice je  b il naslikan  
moški, k i je  s ta l sred i ognjenega m orja . K ričal 
je  in  iztegoval roke, z desne in leve p a  so pro ti 
n je m u  d ir ja li  park lji,  k i so im eli zlobne obraze. 
V  rokah  so d rža li velike klešče.

“P rečita j to knjižico!” m u  je  vele la  stroga go
spa. “V idel boš, kaj bo iz tebe, če ne  boš po 
božen. Zdaj m oram  oditi. Potolažiti m oram  še
druge s tolažili svete vere .”

S troga gospa je  odšla, P e trčk u  pa  se je  zazdelo, 
da je  sobo obžarila  svetloba, čeprav  se je  m ed 
tem  že znočilo.

Nekoliko se je  res  bal. K ako strašno  bi bilo 
p r iti v  pekel, večno goreti, večno trpe ti?  In  tud i 
ljuba, dobra  m am ica naj bi p riš la  v pekel? Saj
je  vedno tako  doBra, saj vse dneve tako  težko
dela.

P e te rček  je  takole p rem išljeval in  glej: n en a d 
no je  zazvenel po izbi tenek, žvenketajoč smeh. 
Oglasil se je  nek je  p ra v  blizu  postelje. Pogledal 
je  kvišku. Glej, glej! K ozarec in  steklenica, k i 
s ta  sta la  n a  mizici ob postelji, s ta  se sm ejala. Od 
sm eha s ta  kom aj sta la  pokoncu. O bilni trebušček  
steklenice za vodo se je  tako  tresel, da  je  voda v 
njej nalahno  valovala.

“Ne m orem  več,” je  stokal kozarec. “Počen 
sem in  razpok lina  m i p r i sm ehu povzroča takšne 
bolečine! Je j,  je j, še razneslo m e bo!”
“Zakaj se tako  sm eje ta?” ju  je  vp raša l Peterček.

K ozarec je  še vedno stokal, debe la  steklenica 
pa  se je  od sm eha še vedno tresla; vzk likn ila  je: 
“B edasta ženska!’”

P e te rček  se je  na  skrivnem  veselil. S teklenica 
im a strogo gospo za bedasto. N em ara  pa  je  res 
tako neum na, da  ne  ve, kaj govori. Nič ne  bo s 
peklom , n it i n jem u  n it i  m am i ne  bo treb a  iti v  
pekel.

“Zakaj praviš, d a  je  tis ta  hudobna  gospa b e 
das ta?”

Voda je  v  v ra tu  steklenice še p ra v  tiho k loka- 
la, s tek len ica pa  se je  n eha la  sm eja ti te r  je  od 
govorila: “A li nisi slišal, kaj je  p rav ila  o p ek lu ?”

“Slišal sem, slišal,” je  d e ja l P eterček . “Zelo 
sem  se zarad i tega  p restrašil.”

“P res traš il  si se, k e r  si p ra v  tako  bedast, kako r 
tis ta  ženska,” je  stek len ica jezno zagodrnjala. “O, 
jaz že vem, kaj je  pekel, a pek la  n i u s tv a ri l  bog. 
U stvarili so ga ljud je . O drasli in otroci ne  p r i 
dejo v  pekel, k e r  pozablja jo  moliti, m arveč zato, 
k e r  so reveži. Le m irno  leži, p a  t i  bom  kaj o 
pek lu  povedala .”

“Povej mi, p rosim  te !” jo je  zaprosil Peterček.
“A li t i  je  bilo kdaj hudo vroče?” ga  je  v p ra 

šala steklenica.
“Pač, po le ti je  tu  tako  soparno, da  b i se človek 

k a r  zadušil.
“Dobro, m isli si, torej, takšno  vročino, pa  še sto 

k r a t  hujšo. Z rak  je  kako r en sam  velik  plam en. 
Obraz te  peče, roke te  pečejo. N ekje  je  veliko, 
veliko ognjišče. P re d  ognjiščem  stoji moški; n a 
pol je  nag, s trašna  vročina p ritisk a  nanj, m u  
sitska možgane, solze m u  silijo iz rdečih, razbo 
le lih  oči. Ta m oški je  tvo rn išk i delavec. V ro 
k ah  drži veliko  železno cev, k i jo m oli v  ogenj. 
D rugi delavci porivajo  železne vozičke, n a  k a te 
r ih  so razbeljene stvari. N a železnih drogih  v i 
sijo vroče ognjene steklenice.

(Dalje prihodnjič .)
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THE M ONTANA WOODS— By Bill Ballezar, Butte, Mont.



O U R SCHOOL
WELL, BOYS AND GIRLS—

M any le tte rs  on the  first 
of our special contest sub 
jects, "Most U nusual or 
Exciting E xperience in 
1943,” appear  in th is  issue 
of the  M ladinski List. L e t 
me assure all who respond 
ed, w e are m ighiy proud 
of you and pleased with  
your contributions. We 
w ere confident of your co
operation and  success from  the  beginning and, so, 
w ere not overly  surprised  a t th e  sp lendid  results.

O ur one reg re t is th a t  all the best le tte rs  cannot 
be published in this issue. Lack of space prevents 
it and  for th a t  reason, some of them  m ust be held 
over to the  following M. L. or, in th e  m eantim e, 
w ill appear in the  Juven ile  Circle Section of the 
“P rosve ta .”

W hile the  re tu rn s  on the  second special contest 
subject, "M y Favorite Outdoor Sport", have not 
y e t begun  to a rr ive  up to this early  date, n ev e r 
theless, th e re  is li ttle  doubt in our m inds th a t  you 
w ill not succeed, and  th a t  th e  le tte rs  on this p a r 
ticu lar sub ject w ill be ju s t as num erous and  in te r 
esting as w ere those re la ting  to the  m ost unusual 
or exciting experiences in 1943. One th ing  you 
can alm ost be sure of—You can’t  fail, if you try  
hard  enough.

AN INTERESTING NEWS EVENT 
OR HAPPENING

A nd now, if you’re  ready, le t’s read  about the 
special contest sub ject for the m onth  of JUNE. 
This m igh t seem  like a long w ays off to you, b u t 
it isn’t really , for all le tte rs  m ust be in the  hands 
of the Editor no t la te r  th a n  May 1, 1944. Send 
your le tte rs  in early.

For J u n e ’s issue of th e  M. L., w e w a n t you  to 
w rite  about A N  INTERESTIN G  EVENT or H A P 
PEN IN G  w hich took place in or n ea r  your com
m unity , tow n  or country  (if you live on a farm), 
any tim e during  the  .past y ea r—the  la te r  the 
better.

T here’s a sub ject th a t  should be easy for nea rly  
everyone w ho enjoys w riting. A ll you have  to do 
is p u t  on your “th ink ing  cap” for a few  m inutes, 
select the new s occurrence th a t  appeals to you 
most, and  s ta r t  push ing  a pen  or pencil as nea tly  
as you know  how, no t forgetting, of course, to 
double space your lines. L im it yourself  to not 
m ore th a n  300 w ords—and  rem em ber, originality 
is the spice that makes good reading.

This time, le t’s p re ten d  you’re a new spaper r e 
p o r te r  and your n ex t assignm ent is to w rite  about 
the y e a r ’s m ost in teresting  new s even t or h appen 
ing in yo u r  locality. Before a rep o r te r  s ta rts  to 
w rite  his article, he m u s t know  th e  answ ers to all 
the  im portan t questions. F irs t of all, what is the 
important news event or happening about which 
you are to write? The answ er should supply  you

w ith  th e  lead  and th e  ti tle  of your new s story. 
O ther questions th a t  should provide a few  in te r 
esting p arag rap h s  of good read ing  m ateria l a re— 
Exactly, when and where did it lake place, who  
were the persons involved, and what were the 
causes and results?

Going a little  fa r ther ,  th is to help  out some of 
our younger writers-—is the  new s about an  au to 
mobile accident, a bu rg lary  or holdup, sto rm  and 
dam age to property , a fire, a patrio tic  ra lly  or 
celebration, a v ic tory  garden, an  en te r ta in m en t 
program  or social affair, a sports activity , th e  re 
tu rn  of a w ar  hero, a construction  job of some 
kind, or w hat?  D on’t  fo rge t th a t  accuracy is one 
of the  m ost im portan t requisites of good new s
paper reporting . See how  exact you can be in 
w riting  the  facts of A N  IN TERESTIN G  NEWS 
EVENT or H A PPEN IN G . You m ay  go back as 
fa r  as a year, if you like, b u t the  m ore recen t the 
new s the  better. JU V EN ILE DIRECTOR.

RABBIT HUNTING IN MINNESOTA
I t w as on a S a tu rday  afte rnoon  in November, 

w hen m y friend  and  I w en t hunting. H e shot a 
rabb it r ig h t aw ay  and soon a f te r  that, I fell into 
a w a te r  hole. We then  bu ilt a f ire  and, w hile 
standing around  it w aiting  for m y  clothes to dry, 
two o ther friends jo ined us. Together, w e four 
p lanned  a drive to G ilbert Swam p, spread ing  out 
to cover m ore te rrito ry .

We h ad  h ard ly  s ta r ted  w hen, suddenly, I saw  
a rabbit, cocked m y gun, aimed, and  pu lled  the  
trigger. A dull click w as all th a t  w as heard. 
Quickly, I replaced the  shell and, again, pulled  
the trigger. A no ther dull click and, too late, the 
rabb it got aw ay. We chased a fte r  him, b u t  no 
success.

A fter  a time, w e en tered  the  sw am p, b u t w ere 
forced to tu rn  back to h igh land  because the  w a 
te r  was too deep. We then  s truck  out for the 
m ain  h ighw ay, and  across it, to th e  ra ilroad  tracks 
w here  w e paused a w hile  to rest. Seeing th a t  it 
was getting  late, w e headed  for the  h ighw ay and  
s ta rted  for home. As w e w alked  along, w e began 
to see m ore  rabbits. Each of us got a few  shots, 
b u t all m issed except Ed who bagged a couple of 
them. B u t even though  w e took a short cut and 
w alked  m uch  faster, it w as d a rk  long before we 
reached hom e—a little  d isappointed perhaps, b u t  
happy  in our d ay ’s experiences.

JA COB KOKALY, age 15, Circle 48, 
Lodge 69, Eveleth, Minnesota.

MY TOM CAT
I have a big Tom Cat 
W ho’ll sometim es ea t mice,
Som etim es h e ’ll catch a rat,
B u t he  never th inks of rice.

A nd  then  in the  n igh t 
He w ill rap  and  rap  around,
U ntil he will fall asleep 
Upon the  frozen ground.

Subm itted  by  MARY MOZINA. 11, lodge 476,
R. D. 1, Salem,, Ohio.



F orty  Juveniles Share “Our 
S ch oo l” A w a rd s  in First Quarter

Well, here  w e are  again 
ready  to announce th e  w in 
ners of aw ards in the  “O ur 
School fo r V ictory” contest 
for th e  firs t q u a r te r  of 1944. 
As usua l you w ill find 
am ong them  m any  fam iliar 
nam es and, m ixed  in w ith  
them , a few  new  ones who 
succeeded for th e  firs t tim e 
in m ak ing  th e  grade. In  all 
a to ta l of $60 w as disbursed 
by  th e  SNPJ for W ar S av 

ings S tam ps and  d is tribu ted  am ong th e  M. L. 
contribu tors w hose nam es and  o the r  in form ation  
appear  below.

W hile th e re  w as a noticeable increase in q u an 
ti ty  of m a te r ia l subm itted  by our juveniles in  the  
opening q u a r te r  of the  year, the  quality  in  gen 
e ra l also show ed im provem ent. A  nu m b er  of e x 
ceptionally  good le tters, articles and  poem s w ere 
published  in  this period fo r w hich  the  m em bers 
a re  h igh ly  com m ended. I t is hoped th a t  some of 
the  m ore  ou ts tand ing  contributions w ill serve as 
exam ples of w h a t o thers m ay  a t tem p t to produce 
in the  fu ture .

W ith  a special contest sub ject assigned to those 
w ho w ish  to w rite  each m onth , and  the  response 
splendid  as is a lready  no ted  in this issue, w e can 
expect continued im provem ent, both  in qua lity  
and  originality , in th e  succeeding m onths. A gain 
w e urge our juven ile  contribu tors to adhere  to the 
ru les  of th e  contest and  follow  the  instructions 
w hich  appear  in the  M. L. from  m on th  to m onth. 
R em em ber, no m a tte r  w h a t th e  subject or type of 
com position chosen, s tr ive  fo r originality . M ake 
your w o rk  as m uch  your ow n as you possibly can. 
T h a t’s the  road  to te a l  success.

Besides rew ard in g  M. L. con tribu tors to th e  e x 
te n t  of $60 in W ar Stam ps, exactly  tw en ty  ju v e 
niles, only four of w hom  w ere  boys, qualified for 
and  received the  S N P J  Ju n io r  V ictory p ins for 
hav ing  con tribu ted  to th ree  or m ore d iffe ren t is
sues of t’h e m agazine since J a n u a ry  1, 1944. If 
you h av e n ’t  one of these a ttrac tive , gold filled 
pins, you, too, can ea rn  one by  w riting  or d raw ing  
som ething w orthw h ile  for the  M ladinski List. You 
can’t  succeed if you don ’t try ; so s ta r t  w riting  
th a t  f irs t le tte r  today. Good luck, all!

JU V EN IL E  DIRECTOR.

Six Award of $3.00 Each io:
Gostovich, Zora, Box 531, Raton, N ew  M exico— 

Lodge 297.
Panyan, Rosemary, R. D. 3, Box 293, Buhl, Minn.

—Lodge 314.
Podboy, James, B ox 227, S trabane , Penna.—Lodge 

589.
Rovan, Irene, 62 S m ithsonian  Ave., G irard , Ohio— 

Lodge 49.
Slansek, Frances, Box 88, F rank lin , K ansas— 

Lodge 187.

Udovich, Edward, 2623 S. Springfie ld  Ave., Chi
cago, 111.—Lodge 1.

Ten Awards of $2.00 Each lo:

Bozanic, Zita, R. D. 3, W orcester, N. Y.—Lodge 393.
Čretnik, Annie, R. 2, Box 425, Ft. Sm ith, A rk.— 

Lodge 24.
Doles, Matilda, 213 P en n  St., Verona, P enna.— 

Lodge 680.
Duzenack, Verna Mae, 709 W. 6th St., W alsenburg, 

Colo.—Lodge 299.
Gornick, Thomas, 331 Third  St., T rafford, Penna. 

—Lodge 629.
Perechlin, Hermina, A von P ark , G irard , Ohio— 

Lodge 49.
Ruppe, Michael, 728 W alker St., M ilwaukee, Wis.— 

Lodge 192.
Seebacher, Loretta, 265 W yckoff Ave., Brooklyn, 

N. Y.—Lodge 580.
Trojar, Sylvia, 2803 S. C en tra l P a rk  Ave., Chicago, 

111.—Lodge 1.
Ulepich, Carl, R.R. 1, M ulberry , K ansas—Lodge 65.

Twenty-Two Awards of $1.00 Each to:

Alich, Florence, B ox 607, A urora, M inn.—Lodge 
111.

Balint, Gene, Rte. 1, Box 656, Enum claw , W ash.— 
Lodge 738.

Bozanic, Vera, R.D. 3, W orcester, N. Y.—Lodge 393.
Dadoff, Alice, 1428 N ordyke Ave., Indianapolis, 

Ind.—Lodge 105.
Dyba, Betty J„ R.D. 3, Box 229, Johnstow n, Pa.— 

Lodge 82.
Finco, Joan, Box 986, R oundup, M ontana.—Lodge 

700.
Gerdance, Grace Ann, 4933 W. 24th St., Cicero, 111.

.—Lodge 559.
Kolialy, Jacob, 715 N. C ourt St., Evelet'h, M inn.— 

Lodge 130.
Machek, Violet, R.D. 4, M cDonald, P enna .—Lodge 

231.
Matekovich, John, 145 M iller St., G ow anda, N. Y. 

—Lodge 325.
Močivnik, Georgie, Box 47, K ingston, W. Va.— 

Lodge 24.
Mozina, Mary, R.D. 1, Salem, Ohio—Lodge 476.
Padar, Mildred, 1676 L inden  St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Lodge 580.
Pinelli, Helen, R.D. 3, Box 241, Johnstow n, Pa.— 

Lodge 82.
Rezin, William, F rank lin , K ansas—Lodge 187.
Slobodnik, Edward, 9635 A venue “M,” S. Chicago, 

111.—Lodge 490.
Sirozar, Frances, R.D. 3, Box 245, Johnstow n, Pa. 

•—Lodge 82.
Sirukel, Rosemarie, 202 F aya l Rd., Eveleth, Minn. 

—Lodge 130.
Tomsic, Delma, Box 143, B lack D iam ond, W ash.— 

Lodge 57.
Tavzelj, Caroline, 1425 M cK instry  St., Detroit, 

Mich.—Lodge 518.
Udovic, Dolores, Rte. 1, Box 90, La Salle, 111.— 

Lodge 573.'
Zitko, Frances R., Box 562, G reensburg , P enna .— 

Lodge 223.



Twenty Junior "V" Pins, One Each io:
Alt, La Verne, Box 457, A guilar, Colo.—Lodge 381. 
Bavdek, Frank, R.D. 2, W indber, Pa.—Lodge 174. 
Beam, Charles, 438 Ohio St., Johnstow n, Penna.1—

Lodge 82.
Benedict, Joan C., Rte. 1, Box 120, N ew  S m yrna  

Beach, Fla.—Lodge 603.
Brandish, Dorothy, Box 632, P anam a, 111.—Lodge 

123.
Cokel, Irene, Box 312, Avella, P enna.—Lodge 292. 
Finco, Joan, Box 986, Roundup, Mont.—Lodge 700. 
Jereb, Joseph, 92 Lincoln Ave., Irw in , P enna.— 

Lodge 63.
Gerovac, Catherine, Box 83, M arenisco, Mich.—  

Lodge 323.
Gostovich, Donna, Box 531, Raton, N. Mex.— 

Lodge 297.
Kent, June, 19802 A rrow head  Ave., C leveland, O.

—Lodge 614.
Kordan, Frances, R.D. 2, Salem, Ohio.—Lodge 476. 
Mozina, Jennie, R. D. 1, Salem, Ohio.—Lodge 476. 
Mozina, Mary, R. D. 1, Salem, Ohio—Lodge 476. 
Mrkonich, Helen, Box 386, Carson Lake, M inn.— 

Lodge 125.
Petrovič, Louise, 683 E. 159 St., Cleveland, Ohio— 

Lodge (?)
Ravnikar, Mildred, 1822 W. Jackson  Blvd., C hica

go, 111.—Lodge 631.
Ribarich, Elsie, Box 93, Avella, Penna.—Lodge 292. 
Taucher, Ralph, Box 661, Im peria l, P enna.— 

Lodge 106.
Sillinger, Anna M„ Box 15, M erritts tow n, Penna. 

-—Lodge 744.

TWO BOYS MEET THREE BEARS
M y g ran d m o th er’s farm , w here  w e live, is located 

about a thousand  feet above G reen River. The 
w ell know n F lam ing  G eyser P a rk  joins our p rop 
erty. T here are  several hun d red  acres of jagged, 
hilly  and  w ooded land. A  creek runs th rough  the 
back  p a r t  of our fa rm  and  on dow n th rough  the 
p a rk  and  em pties into the  river. I t is an  ideal lo
cation for w ild  gam e, so w e don’t  th in k  it a t  all 
u n usua l to see b ear  and  deer roam ing  th rough  
the  woods.

We have  a la rge  orchard  and  in the  fall of the 
year, m any  bears  feed on the  fru it. They come 
every  yea r  and  the  bark ing  of our dog never 
frigh tens th e m  away.

O ne day, la s t October, m y  b ro th er  Jo h n n y  and  I 
w en t fishing. I t  w as a f te r  school and so it w as 
getting  a li ttle  d a rk  w hen  w e s ta rted  fo r home. 
Ju s t  as w e reached  the  top of the  hill, w e got the 
scare of our lives. There, beneath  an  apple tree, 
stood tw o bea r  cubs eating  the  apples th e  m other 
bea r  w as shaking off th e  tree . We yelled  a t the  
top of our voices and  ra n  for the  house. A bout 
half  w ay  to th e  house, w e tu rn ed  and looked back 
ju s t in tim e to see th e  m o ther  bear jum p out of 
th e  tree  and  w ith  her  cubs ru n  into the  woods.

This w as the  m ost unusua l experience last year 
for bo th  Jo h n n y  and  me. A nd  now  M other says, 
she w on’t le t  us go fishing n ex t fall.

GENE BALINT, age 11, Lodge 738, 
Rte. 1, Box 656, Enum claw , Wash.

MY MOST UNUSUAL EXPERIENCE

I t  w as a v ery  quiet, peaceful sum m er evening. 
We h ad  ju s t fin ished eating  supper. We h ad  some 
very  nice neighbors, who h ad  tw o sm all boys. 
Their paren ts  w ere very  m uch  accustom ed to go
ing out on S a tu rday  nights.

On this lovely evening w e noticed the  neigh 
bor’s car drive off, w ithou t noticing w ho all w as 
in it. I h ad  h ad  a ra th e r  h a rd  day and  decided to 
re tire  early . A fter  being in  bed  fo r qu ite  some 
time, I happened  to look out of the  window. M uch 
to m y  surprise, a f te r  being sure  th e  neighbors 
had  all left, I  saw  a s trange  flickering  ligh t in 
the ir  k itchen  w indow  like th a t  of a fire  or flash 
light. V ery  m uch  axcited  I r a n  and  to ld  m y  m o th 
er and  father. T hey  cam e in  and  looked and  de
cided to go over and  see w h a t i t  was, being alm ost 
sure it w as a fire  or som eone h ad  b roken  in.

A fter  a rr iv ing  a t the  fron t door, I  knocked, bu t 
no reply. I to ld  m o ther  an d  dad  I  saw  a shadow  of 
a man. We w en t a round  to th e  back  door, w here  
I knocked again, b u t still no reply. We decided 
the  n ex t best th ing  w as to go to the  w indow  from  
w hich th e  flickering ligh t appeared. We called 
and asked  w ho w as there . M uch to our surprise, 
a w om an’s i/oice w as heard . I t  w as the  neighbor 
lady ’s voice. She told us to go around  to the  
back door, and  she le t us in and. asked  us w hat 
had  frigh tened  us. W e to ld  h e r  of th e  flickering 
light w e had  seen. She then  began  to laugh  and 
told us w h a t th e  strange flickering ligh t was.

She said she h ad  been  sitting  by  th e  w indow  
candeling eggs. Explain ing  to us th a t  each tim e 
she took an  egg out or p u t  one in the  candler, it 
m ade a flickering  light. Being satisfied in  know 
ing th a t  no one had  b roken  in or a f ire  had  not 
b roken  out, w e re tu rn ed  hom e and  h ad  a ra th e r  
restless night.

OLGA PA U LIN E VIDMAR, 17, lodge 94, 
2225 Bott Ave., Colorado Springs, Colo.

D raw n by Gene Balint, age 11, lodge 738, 
Enum claw , Wash.



THE CAPITAL OF BRAZIL
The cap ita l of Brazil is Rio de Janeiro . Its 'har

bor is a m agnificen t one. The opening of the  bay 
w hich form s it is so n arro w  th a t  its discoverer 
called it  “Rio”, m ean ing  river. As he  m ade his 
discovery in  Ja n u ary , he  added  “de Jan e iro ,” 
m eaning  “of J a n u a ry .” He m ust have been  su r 
p rised  w hen  he found a bay, w hich  ex tends behind 
steep m ountains rising ou t of t'he sea.

H ills covered w ith  woods are all about Rio, and 
a cluster of m ountains  w ith  steep sides seem  to 
rise out of th e  ocean. The roads a re  good ones, 
w inding up am ong the  trees covered w ith  flow ers 
— w hite, yellow,, purple. E veryw here  th e re  are 
large tw o-story  build ings com m on in Brazil.

The stree ts  are  n a rro w  and  fu ll of yellow  s tuc 
coed build ings an d  houses pa in ted  a deep red. 
The handsom e park s  a re  beau tifu l sites in Rio.

S ubm itted  by
JO SE P H IN E  SLANSEK, 17, lodge 559, 

4933 W. 24th St., Cicero 50, 111.
*

MY MOST UNUSUAL EXPERIENCE
One day la s t year, m y  fa th e r  and  I  and  m y dog 

w ere tak ing  a w alk  in  t’he woods. We w alked  
over a li ttle  r idge and  on th e  side of a li ttle  hill 
the re  w as a fa ir ly  la rge hole in th e  ground.

The hole a t trac ted  our a tten tion . My dog scen t
ed som ething and  tr ied  to craw l in, b u t  he couldn’t, 
so h e  began  digging to m ake it larger. A fter  m y  
dog had  been  digging app rox im ate ly  fifteen  m in 
utes, he  finally  m anaged  to craw l in. A ll of a 
sudden  w e h ea rd  b ark ing  and  grow ling inside the 
hole. My dog cam e out.

Suddenly, as m y  fa th e r  and  I g lanced into the

W

Q  u S y Bu.n m\j •t

D raw n  by  Mary Jane Placky, age 14, lodge 82, 
Box 255, Johnstow n, Pa.

hole, we saw  tw o eyes sta ring  a t us. My dog 
craw led back in and  grabbed  hold of the unknow n 
an im al by the neck  and pulled  it out. We discov
ered  th a t  the  an im al w as a large groundhog. B ut 
th a t  “discovery” d idn’t do us any  good, because 
it looked dangerous and  probably  was. T here 
was a figh t betw een  the  dog and  the  groundhog.

My fa the r  in stan tly  got hold of a stick  and 
forced it into the  groundhog’s m outh. I noticed 
th a t  the  po in t of th e  stick cam e th rough  the 
groundhog’s neck. N atura lly , I w ould  m uch 
ra th e r  have seen the  groundhog cap tu red  u n in 
jured. Obviously, th a t  w as impossible.

This w as m y  m ost unusua l experience in 1943.
TOMMY GORNICK, 12, lodge 629, 

331 Third  St., T rafford, Pa.

APRIL FOOL'S DAY
A ncient India, the  cradle of m an y  of m a n ’s 

g rea test ideas, p robab ly  also s ta r ted  our custom  
of p laying prac tical jokes on th e  f irs t  of April.

Though the  origin of A pril Fool’s D ay (or A ll 
Fools’ Day) is disputed, it is believed to have  taken  
place in Ind ia as a droll cerem ony to m a rk  the  
end of the sp ring  festival of Huli. A t th a t  tim e a 
dignified E ast In d ian  w ill rock w ith  m irth  if he 
succeeds in sending a friend  on a foolish errand .

A pril Fool’s D ay w as firs t observed in E ngland  
in the 18th century , and  it w as la te r  observed by 
th e  A m erican colonists. In  Scotland, victim s of 
A pril Fool’s D ay are  ap tly  called “gow ks” or 
cuckoos, w hile  in F rance they  are  no t less su itab ly  
labeled  “A pril F ish .”

S ubm itted  by
G LORIA  K RITZER, 13, lodge 270, 

4542 Jo lie t Ave., Lyons, 111.
*

"MOST UNUSUAL EXPERIENCE"
This is an  experience of a person w ho is living 

in the  same tow n as I am  “presid ing in.” I t  h a p 
pened one evening in Ja n u a ry  a t  abou t 6:30 
o’clock.

This boy w as p lay ing  around  a coal m ine in 
Hills. Through carelessness, the  m en  w ho had 
been w orking in the  Cardox P lan t, w h ich  is r igh t 
by  the  mine, had  th row n  out some old cardox 
shells. A nd  you  know  how  some boys are, alw ays 
getting  into mischief. This ended up in a tragic 
accident. In  some w ay, w hich they  do no t know  
how, the  shell w en t off. This boy, w ho w as p la y 
ing w ith  the  shell, w as only about 11 years  old. 
Ju s t  as luck  w ould  have it, th e re  happened  to be 
ano ther  boy nearby  a t the  tim e of this accident.

The firs t boy was badly  burned , his face was 
a ll to rn  from  the  blast. The o ther boy w as h u r t  
b u t no t seriously.

A fter  m edical tre a tm e n t one boy lost th e  sight 
of one eye and  the  o ther boy w as released  from 
th e  hospital. A t the  p resen t time, th e  boy who 
lost th e  sight of one eye is recupera ting  a t the 
hospital.

This ju s t goes to show  you w h a t can happen  
th rough  carelessness.

LO UISE BRISELLI, 15, lodge 245, 
Box 27, Law rence. P ennsylvania .



MY MOST EXCITING EXPERIENCE
M y m ost exciting experience w as bu ild ing  a 

m odel airplane, w hich  I never did before. We 
w ere  all told to m ake an  a irp lane and  give a ta lk  
about it.

I s ta r ted  to m ake a P-48 model. I cou ldn’t quite 
u n ders tand  how  you  build  it, so one of m y  friends 
exp lained  it to me. I t  took m e alm ost a w eek  to 
m ake  it  because the  wood w ould  alw ays crack.

E very  n igh t I w orked  on a d ifferen t p a r t  of it. 
F inally , I got it finished. I t  w as a lot of fun, even 
though I  d id cut m yself twice. W hen w e all took 
the  a irp lanes to school w e h ad  a fine collection 
of Spitfires, Zeros, A iracobras, K itty  H aw ks and 
m any  others. T hen  w e ta lked  about each one and 
I ’m  sure  everyone learned  som ething abou t these 
planes.

This w as m y  m ost exciting experience thus far.
DOROTHY POW ELL, 12, lodge 105, 

710 N. Holmes, Indianapolis, Ind.
*

LITTLE JACK HORNER
You all know  little  Ja ck  H orner,
W ho sat in th e  corner,
Counting his dim es for stamps.
H e got qu ite  a few —
A nd how  abou t you?
Come on! M ore bu llets  fo r Japs.

S ubm itted  by  ZITA MILETA, 12, lodge 297, 
B rilliant, N ew  Mexico.

*

EARTHQUAKES
D id you k now  th a t  th e  U nited  States h ad  sev

e ra l large ea rthquakes  in the  last six ty  years? It 
did have  th ree  la rge  earthquakes, such as:

On Aug. 31, 1886—Shocks th roughou t eastern  
U nited  States. A t Charleston, S. C., 41 lives and 
$5,000,000 w orth  of p roperty  lost.

In  S ep tem ber and  D ecem ber 1886—Slight shocks 
a t and  around  Charleston, causing panic.

O n A pril 18, 1906—V iolent shocks in California

CreH M Arf D i/L L P O (r

D raw n  by Thomas Tariinecz, age 14, lodge 292, 
Box 33, Avella, Pa.

wrecked S an  Francisco and ad jacen t towns. B urs t
ing of w a te r  m ains in  S an  Francisco gave th e  city 
over to w h a t w as the  g rea test fire  in  all history, 
lasting  tw o days. T here  w ere  78 people th a t  lost 
th e ir  lives an d  8300,000,000 of p ro p erty  destroyed 
an d  over 300,000 people w ere  left homeless.

S ubm itted  by  H ELEN  PIN ELLI, 14, lodge 82, 
R.D. 3, Box 241, Johnstow n, Pa.

*

COMPARING MY LIFE WITH THAT OF AN  
INDIAN

H ave you  ever s topped and  considered ju s t how 
lucky y.ou are? To prove th is po in t com pare your 
life w ith  th a t  of an  Ind ian  boy. I did ju s t th a t  
and th is is w'hat I found.

My env ironm ent and  hom elife a re  m uch  m ore 
advanced th a n  th a t  of an  Ind ian  boy. To m ake 
m y story  p la iner  I w ill give th e  In d ian  boy in it a 
nam e, H iaw atha, a f te r  Longfellow ’s character. 
H iaw a tha’s people lived o u t in  the  open w hen  
they  traveled , and  they  lived in tents. N owadays 
w hen  I trav e l I s tay  in a ho te l overnight, and  I 
live in a house. W hen H iaw atha  was born  he 
w as b rough t up  in sourroundings w hich  w ere 
m uch d iffe ren t from  those of today.

One difference w hich is very  noticeable is th a t  
H iaw atha d id not go to school. H e w as ta u g h t the  
law  of m an  by his paren ts  and  by th e  chiefs of 
his tribe. His hom e w as a tepee w ith  a hole in 
the  roof to be used as a chimney. The tepee had 
an an im al’s skin for a door and  it h ad  no w in 
dows. The furnishings w ere very  m eager— a place 
for a fire  in th e  cen ter used for h ea t  and  cooking. 
A round  the  edges w ere  beds, w hich w ere  only 
furs, grass, and leaves. S cattered  th roughou t the 
tepee w ere  various cooking u tensils and  religious 
idols. H itw a th a ’s m other, w ho was called a squaw, 
did the  w ork  around  the  home, w hich consisted 
of cooking, harvesting , w eaving, p o tte ry  m aking, 
etc. F or food H iaw atha  had  w ild  game, w hich w as 
caught by  his father, a few  vegetables, grow n by 
the  w om en and  girls, and  fish w hich he usually  
caught him self, and  b read  w hich w as baked  by his 
m other. His m eals w ere cooked over an open fire 
by  his m other.

N ow  I w ill te ll m y  life th rough  this stage. 
W hereas H iaw a tha  did no t go to school, I a ttend  
school and  am  ta u g h t by paid teachers. We live 
in houses bu ilt of brick,- wood, or stone. My house 
has m any  doors and  w indow s. The furnishings 
in m y  hom e w ould  astound H iaw atha. I have a 
bed to sleep on, m y  m eals are cooked on a gas 
stove, and  w ate r  comes from  faucets r igh t in the 
home. He w ould  also s ta re  in  as ton ishm ent at 
such everyday  comforts as electricity, radio, 
stoves, refrigerators, and  m any  o ther th ings w hich 
to m e are a  p a r t  of everyday  life.

H iaw a th a ’s clothes w ere  all m ade  by his m other; 
she w ove th em  from  th e  coarse th rea d  th a t  the 
Ind ians kn ew  how  to m ake. If he lived w here  
it w as w arm  he w ore li ttle  or no clothing; if he 
lived fa r th e r  north, he needed  h eav ie r  clothing in 
w inter. H e usually  h ad  only one suit of clothing. 
My clothes a re  all bought a t  a store instead  of be 
ing m ade a t home. I  have m ore  than  one change



of clothing. In s tead  of th e  c rude  le a th e r  m ocas
sins w hich  H ia w a th a  w ore, I w e a r  w ell-m ade  
le a th e r  shoes.

In  re g a rd  to  am usem ents , H ia w a th a  am used  
h im se lf  in  gam es w ith  o th e r  boys an d  g irls m u ch  
th e  sam e as I do, b u t  he d id  n o t h av e  such  th ings 
as m ovies, bow ling, pub lic  gam es, etc., an d  d id n ’t  
h av e  cars, bicycles, buses, tra in s  to  r ide  in, etc., 
etc. T h ere  a re  sti ll  g re a t  v a r ia tio n s  in  o th e r  p a r ts  
of m y  life as com pared  to H ia w a th a ’s. F o r  in 
stance, w h en  I  g e t sick a p hysic ian  is ca lled  by  
phone.

A ll  in  all, I a m  g lad  th a t  I live in  th e  20th cen 
tu ry  in s tead  of th e  days w h en  H ia w a th a  lived.

JA M E S  PODBOY, 15, lodge 589, 
B ox 227, S trab an e , P ennsy lvan ia .

*

A VISIT FROM MY CITY COUSIN
I t  w as a ro u n d  th e  F o u r th  of J u ly — I  d o n ’t  know  

th e  e x a c t  date— w h en  m y  city  cousin  cam e to  visit 
us. I t  w as h is  f irs t  v is i t  to  a fa rm  an d  h e  h a d  a 
big idea of r id in g  horses a ll d ay  long  o r  h u n tin g  
or fishing.

T he  m orn ing  a f te r  h is  a r r iv a l  he  w as up  b r ig h t 
an d  early , r ea d y  to “ro u n d u p  th e  ca ttle .” You can 
im ag ine  h is  su rp rise  w h e n  he  foud  a h e rd  of th i r 
ty  ca ttle  w ith  th e ir  ho rns  cu t off. H is n e x t  su r 
p rise  cam e w h en  he saw  th e  tw o  “broncos” w ho 
cam e u p  to y o u  w h en  called. M ilk ing  a cow  w as 
a fa ilu re , too, because Bossy ju s t  w o u ld n ’t  s tan d  
still, b u t  a lw ays m o v ed  abou t to g e t a good look 
a t  h im . A t la s t  h e  res ig n ed  h im se lf  to th e  cats 
an d  go t a long  qu ite  w e ll w ith  th e  excep tion  of a 
few  scratches.

A fte r  d in n e r  w e w e n t fo r a load  of h a y  an d  on 
th e  w a y  he  h ad  a chance to  d rive  th e  horses. F o r 
th e  re s t  of th e  d ay  h e  w as sa tisfied  w ith  d riv in g  
th e  horses, b u t  th a t  n ig h t h e  w a n te d  to  r id e  them . 
I p u t  h im  on D olly  an d  led  h im  a ro u n d  severa l 
tim es. W as h e  satisfied? N o t he, oh, no—he 
w an te d  to  r id e  b y  h im self  w ith o u t m y  help . I

ST- BEfKNfhRD DOG'
D ra w n  by  Thomas Taninecz, A ge 14, lodge 292, 

B ox 33, A vella , Pa.

though t, “M aybe you  w o n ’t w an t to r ide  an y  m ore  
if I  le t you .”

A s soon as th e  horse  fe l t  th e  s lack  re in  he  
h e a d e d  fo r  th e  barn , b u t  som eth ing  happened , 
som eth ing  I h a d n ’t  b a rg a in ed  for. P an ic  stricken , 
m y  cousin p u lled  on th e  reins. Now, it  ta k es  ju s t 
a sligh t p ressu re  on th e  re in s  to tu rn  Dolly, and  
w h en  you  p u ll  back  on th e  re in s  he  ju s t  re a rs  up  
on his h in d  legs.

I t  seem ed  a n  e te rn ity  befo re  I  fu lly  realized  
w h a t  h ad  happened . S om ehow  I m oved  over to 
w h ere  m y  cousin w as ge ttin g  up. “G uess I h i t  
th e  d u s t  p re t ty  h a rd  th a t  t im e .” H e s ta r te d  to 
get on th e  ho rse  again . S om ehow  I m a n ag e d  to 
say, “No m ore  r id ing  today .” A n d  believe me, 
I  le a rn ed  a rea l  lesson th a t  day!

RAYM OND LIPO V A C , 13, lodge 537, 
Crivitz, W isconsin.

*

MY MOST EXCITING EXPERIENCE
A  w ell-k n o w n  rad io  com pany  h ad  an  ex h ib it  a t 

one of ou r d e p a r tm e n t stores an d  because  I ’m  a 
curious fellow , I w e n t dow n to see w h a t  i t  was. 
W hen  I got dow n, I  saw  th a t  a  la rge  crow d w as 
a lre ad y  a ro u n d  it. A fte r  I  m ad e  m y  w ay  th ro u g h  
th e  crow d, I  sa w  w h a t  it w as like. O ne-half  of 
th e  ex h ib it  w as m ad e  to look like  a te lev ision  
studio. In  th e  f ro n t w as th e  ann o u n cer  an d  over 
his h ea d  (so th e  cam era  w o u ld n ’t  catch  it) w as the  
m icrophone. In  th e  back  w as th e  te lev ision  cam 
era  w ith  a l ig h t on each  side. These ligh ts  a re  like 
those  used  in  H ollyw ood  fo r  m ak in g  p ic tu res , only 
these  used  in  te lev ision  a re  m ore  pow erfu l.

In  back  of th e  cam era  w as a la rg e  v e lv e t  cu r 
ta in , an d  b eh in d  th is  cu r ta in  w as th e  a p p a ra tu s  
th a t  w as being  used  in  th e  exh ib it. A ro u n d  th e  
a p p a ra tu s  w ere  te lev ision  screens. I t  w as aro u n d  
these  screens th a t  m ost of th e  peop le  w e re  m illing  
about.

F o r a h a lf  h o u r  or so, th e  ann o u n cer w ou ld  in 
te rv ie w  som e fam ous persona lities  w ho  w ere  in  
tow n. Som e of these  persona lities  w ou ld  th e n  
p e r fo rm  befo re  th e  cam era . A f te r  a h a lf  h o u r  I 
saw  S am m y  K ay e  an d  Jo e  R e ichm an  do th e ir  b it 
befo re  th e  cam era . A fte r  a  h a lf  h o u r  of in te rv iew s 
th e re  w as a n  in te rm iss ion  of f if teen  m inutes.

T he people p re se n t go t a g re a t  “k ic k ” a t  seeing 
th e ir  f r ie n d s  befo re  th e  cam era , as n e rv o u s  as 
ever. I  m yse lf  got ju s t  as g rea t a th r i l l  w h e n  m y  
f r ie n d  w e n t befo re  th e  cam era . T h a t is, u n t i l  th e  
an n o u n c er  beckoned  me. R igh t th e n  and  th e re  I  
stood frozen  w h ere  I w as stand ing . “W hy,” I 
a sk ed  m yself, “shou ld  h e  p ick  on m e?” T h ere  a re  
countless of o th e r  persons h e re  th a t  he  could hav e  
p icked  on.” B u t a f te r  som e p ro dd ing  I  f in a lly  
w e n t before  th e  cam era . Now, h e re ’s ho w  it  feels 
th a t  f irs t  t im e befo re  a te lev ision  cam era .

Y ou g e t up  th e re  an d  th e  ann o u n cer  te lls  you  
to look in to  th e  cam era , sq u a re  in  th e  face. The 
g la re  from  th e  ligh ts  is so in tense  it  a lm ost b linds 
a  person. Y ou a re  p ro b ab ly  so n e rvous  th a t  y o u r  
knees  a re  knock ing  an d  y o u r  te e th  a re  cha tte ring . 
A fte r  a re w  m in u te s  of this, y o u  f ina lly  se ttle  
dow n. A ll th ro u g h  th e  re s t  of th e  in te rv ie w  y o u ’re  
fee ling  g rand . Y ou k n o w  th a t  w h en  y o u  go hom e,



you can go and  te ll your friends of th is ex p e r i
ence and  th e y ’ll th ink  you are som ething w onder
ful. A t last the  in terv iew  is over and  you  b rea the  
a sigh of relief. N ever again w ill you laugh  w hen  
you  see someone suffer like you did because you ’re 
afra id  th a t  the  sam e th ing  m igh t happen  to you.

T hat night, I to ld  all m y  friends about m y  ex 
citing experience and  the  n ex t day I w en t down 
again. I w as called for an  in terv iew  again  and 
this tim e I w asn ’t nervous, I ac ted  like a  veteran . 
I ’ll never fo rge t those tw o days. They w ere  the  
m ost exciting in m y  life.

M ICHAEL R U PPE  JR., 14, lodge 192, 
728 W. W alker St., M ilw aukee 4, Wis.

*

BIRD DAY
B ird  D ay is a special day observed by  school 

children of the  U nited  States and  Canada. Bird 
D ay is to teach children  th e  im portance of p ro 
tecting  birds. N ot only a re  the  ch ild ren  ta ugh t 
th a t  th e  b irds save fa rm ers  of th e  countries m il
lions of dollars each y ea r  by  the ir  destruc tion  of 
h a rm fu l insects. B u t they  learn  the  im portan t les
son expressed so beau tifu lly  by  Coleridge in his 
“A ncient M ariner.”

B ird D ay w as firs t ce lebrated  in  the  public 
schools of Oil City, Pa., in  May, 1894, its founder 
being C. A. Babcock, superin tenden t of schools. 
Two years la te r  the  U nited  States D epartm en t of 
A gricu ltu re  issued a circular u rg ing  all public 
schools to devote a special day to the  cause of 
b ird  protection. The observance of th e  day  is left 
to th e  schools of each s ta te  and  province, and  the  
m ovem ent is grow ing each year.

The celebration of B ird D ay is sim ilar to the 
celebration  of A rbo r Day, w hich  are  frequen tly  
combined, arbo r m ean ing  tree. B ird  D ay in  Louisi
ana  is observed on M ay 5, th e  b ir th d ay  of th a t 
g rea t f riend  of the  birds, Jo h n  Jam es A udubon.

S ubm itted  by
GRACE ANN GERDANC, 12, lodge 559, 

4933 W. 24th St., Cicero 50, 111.

“A PR IL  SHOW ERS”
D raw n  by  Rosemary Panyan, age 16, lodge 314, 

413 W oodbridge, Buhl, Minn.

ON THE COOKIE COMMITTEE
A Cookie com m ittee com posed of Rob A nn 

S annem ann, M yra Beniger, Sylvia T ro jar  and 
G race A nn  G erdanc m ade favors for our circle 
V alentine P a r ty  w hich w as held  on S atu rday  
evening, F eb ru ary  12.

On F eb ru ary  11, I w en t over to our m a n ag e r’s 
house to m ake  the  cookie favors. W hen I arrived  
the dough w as a lready  m ade. F irs t  of all w e cut 
heart-shaped  cookies from  th e  dough. Then w e 
w rapped  pennies, nickels and  dim es in w axed  
paper. We th e n  placed the  w rapped  coins in  b e 
tw een  tw o hearts , and  baked  th em  in  th e  oven, 
the h ea t  hea ling  th e  cookies together.

In  the  m eanw hile , Sylvia and  I w en t to the  
store to buy  p ap e r  lace doilies and  some red  r ib 
bon. Some boy th a t  w as ta lle r  th a n  Sylvia and  I 
th rew  us dow n in  the  snow  and  h it  us w ith  snow 
balls. Com ing hom e from  the  store the  sam e th ing  
happened  to us.

A fter  the  cookies cooled of on th e  back  porch, 
we w rapped  them  in  w axed  p aper and  placed 
them  in  the  cen ter of a lace doilie. T hen  w e wove 
the red  ribbon  in  and  ou t of th e  holes in  th e  doilie, 
and pulled  the  tw o ends of the  ribbon  and  tied  a 
p re tty  bow. W hen all w ere  ready, they  looked too 
nice to eat.

We h ad  some dough left, so w e placed some 
chocolate chips in  be tw een  the  cookies instead  of 
the  coin. These w e ate  so w e could sam ple our 
work.

The Com m ittee sen t one of these favors to Mr. 
M ichael V rhovnik, our Juven ile  D irector, and 
w ished h im  luck in getting  one w ith  a dim e in it.

A ll of us h ad  a w onderfu l tim e m ak ing  the 
V alen tine Favors.

GRACE A N N  GERDANCE, 12, lodge 559, 
4933 W. 24th St., Cicero 50, 111.

*

MY GRADUATION DAY
I w ou ldn’t  te ll you this, as a rule,
’Cause m y  experience happened  in school.
The date w as M ay 30, 1943,
A nd the  tim e exactly  seven-th irty .
The school ha ll w as filled to brim ,
W hile all lights, except the  stage, w ere  dim med. 
People came to see us graduate ;
E very  m an  b rough t along his m ate.
Fathers, m others, sisters and bro thers;
A ll enjoyed th e  acts, one or ano ther—
A nd as every  class p resen ted  something,
The ha ll  w ith  g rea t applause d id ring.
There w as the  f irs t grade,
They, a big hit, did m ake;
Then on came th e  second and  th ird ,
Children the  audience’s eyes lured.
E n te red  th e  fo u rth  and fifth  grades—
W ith a perform ance all troubles faded.
Came n ex t the  s ix th  and seventh  girls,
W ith all th e ir  dain ty  frills and  curls;
Follow ed by  boys from  th e  sam e rooms,
In  an  act th a t  all a tten tion  consumed.
W hile th is w as going on the  stage,
G rade e igh t p repared  to have  its say—



“You m u s t go qu ie tly  an d  slow ;
N ow  calm  dow n—
A n d  sm ile, d o n ’t  f ro w n .”
T hese  w ere  som e of th e  ad v ise r’s w ords.
T he s ix th  an d  sev en th  boys f in ished  th e ir  part, 
A fte r  w hich  th e  cu r ta in s  to g e th e r  d id s ta rt .  
T h en  a ll w as a  b us tle  b eh ind  th e  stage,
A s e igh th  g rade rs  m ad e  rea d y  fo r  display;
T h e  g irls  w ore  p re t ty  dresses of w hite—
These shone b r ig h tly  in  th e  s tage lights;
A ll w ere  designed  to  look th e  sam e,
M ade by  seam stresses  of w e ll-k n o w n  fam e;
T he boys w ore  su its  of n av y  blue,
A n d  th e y  looked m ig h ty  handsom e, too.
T he cu r ta in  ropes w e re  fin a lly  pulled ,
T he hall, im m ed ia te ly , w ith  app lause  w as fu ll— 
A n d  as w e sang  th e  open ing  song,
N ot a no te  of it, m in d  you, w e n t w rong.
T hen  cam e an  im p o rta n t  address,
A n d  it  w as w o n d erfu l—no less.
A f te r  th a t  w as rea d  th e  Class Will,
F o r  o u r  successors to t r y  to  fill—
N e x t cam e th e  p rophecy  
Of th ings to  h ap p e n  in ’53,
W hen  w e ’d te n  years  o lder  be;
H ow  th e  ha ll  w ith  la u g h te r  d id  ring!
A s w e, o u r  d iplom as, w e n t to  receive,
W hispers  sounded  like  th e  buzz of bees.
A m a n  of ren o w n  th e n  m ad e  th e  fin a l address,
Of a th o u sa n d  im p o rta n t  w ords, m ore  or less. 
A fte r  th a t  cam e still a n o th e r  song,
T h e  closing n u m b e r  an d  n o t v e ry  long;
I t  w as p a s t  e leven  o’clock by  th e n —
Y oungsters  w ere  t i re d  from  th e  exc item ent,
In  a  few  hours, w ilted  an d  ben t.
Oh, I  n e v e r  w ill fo rge t 
H ow  th a t  day  m ad e  m e fre t,
A nd  w o rry  an d  te a r  a ro u n d —
A  d ay  n ev e r  aga in  to be found.
W hy hav e  I  to ld  you  this?
So you  w on’t  such ex c ite m e n t miss.

CLA R A  D. CA N A LA S, age 14,
Circ le  43, Lodge 105,
717 N. H olm es Ave., Ind ianapolis , Ind iana .

*

MY FIRST DATE
A re  you  of th e  age w h en  you  s ta r t  seek ing  

th e  com panionship  of o thers? M aybe you  a re  and  
if so, I ’m  w on d er in g  w h e th e r  y o u ’ve h ad  yo u r 
f irs t  d a te  or not. I ’d like  to te ll  you  a b it  abou t 
m ine.

I t  involves th e  J u n io r  p rom , w h ich  is h e ld  a t 
o u r  school e v e ry  year. This dance is sem i-fo rm al 
a n d  on ly  Ju n io rs  an d  Seniors a re  adm itted . I  h ad  
a lw ay s  looked  fo rw ard  to a t te n d in g  th is  o u ts ta n d 
ing dance, b u t  w h en  th e  ev e n t d rew  near, I 
th o u g h t  m y  case to  be  hopeless. To be  ab le  to 
a t te n d  one h ad  to h av e  a n  ad m ire r  w ho w as w ill 
ing to  p ay  a ll expenses a n d  I  w as one of those 
u n lu c k y  ones, a t  leas t I th o u g h t so, u n ti l  one day 
Joe, w h ich  is n o t h is rea l  nam e, and  w ho  is no t 
one of those  d rea m  boys b u t  one w ho  h ad  a 
p leas ing  p erso n a lity  cam e up to  m y  locker and, 
b ac k w ard ly  quoted , said, “H elen, w ill you  go to 
th e  P ro m  w ith  m e?” I w as so s ta r t le d  th a t  I  could

scarce ly  rep ly . F inally , I m u tte red ,  “I ’d love to, 
Jo e  . . . b u t  I ’ll h av e  to g e t M o th e r’s perm ission  
f irs t.”

W hen  I go t hom e th a t  n ig h t M other  an d  I  had  
one of our m o th e r ly -d a u g h te rly  conversation  in 
w hich  she cam e to th e  conclusion th a t  I w ou ld  go.

T he n e x t  m orn ing  I  w as so h ap p y  going to school 
th a t  I  could h a rd ly  w a it  to te ll  Jo e  I  could go. 
A t  la s t m y  d rea m  w as com ing tru e .

I  s ta r te d  m a k in g  p rep a ra tio n s  r ig h t  aw ay  and  
f ina lly  th e  d ay  of th e  dance arr ived . I h u rr ie d  
hom e from  school th a t  even ing  and  a te  v e ry  li ttle  
supper. W ith o u t an y  coaxing, I dashed  in to  th e  
b a th ro o m  an d  s ta r te d  to  ge t r ea d y  fo r th e  “Big 
E ven ing .” I w as w ea rin g  m y  f irs t  even ing  dress 
. . . M om  h ad  m a d e  it  espec ia lly  fo r me, a p in k  
n e t  over  p in k  satin , tr im m ed  in  b lack  velvet. I 
d ressed  w ith  e x t ra  care, ev e ry  ribbon  in its r ig h t 
place. I  b ru sh ed  m y  h a ir  u n ti l  every  s tra n d  shone 
like  ray s  of th e  sun. I p u t  a  l i ttle  m a k eu p  on w ith  
g re a t  care. I  th e n  tr ip p e d  over to  M o th e r’s room  
an d  p u t on  som e of h e r  perfum e. H and lin g  it ca re 
fu lly , M o th e r  p u t  h e r  trea su re d  necklace  around  
m y  neck  . . . D ad  h ad  g iven  it  to  h e r  w h en  cou rt
ing  her. M om  h ad  m e s tr id e  up  and  d ow n  th e  
hall, te lling  m e to  co rrec t m y  p o s tu re  an d  ac t a 
l i t t le  d ignified.

W hen  th e  doorbell rang , I  cau tious ly  tr ip p ed  
dow n th e  steps. F ee ling  ju b i la n t  b u t  v e ry  b ash 
ful, I a w k w a rd ly  spoke, “H ello Joe ,” w ith  m y  
eyes dow ncast, to look up  an d  see it  w a sn ’t Joe  
a t  a ll b u t  th e  A ir  R a id  W arden .

Jo e  f in a lly  a r r iv ed  and  w e d rove a w a y  in  the  
fam ily  car. G oing to th e  dance w e h a rd ly  spoke a 
w ord. W e h ad  lots of fu n  a t  th e  dance and  m e t 
m a n y  n e w  friends. E v e r  since th a t  dance, Joe  
a n d  I  h av e  bee in  seeing one an o th e r  ju s t  as 
friends, en joy ing  m a n y  a cake an d  m ovie toge ther.

H E LE N  URBAS, 17, lodge 243, 
R.F.D. 1, F ros tbu rg , M ary land .

D ra w n  by  Caroline Tavzelj, age 14, lodge 518, 
D etro it , Mich.



HOW I GOT THREE NEW MEMBERS
“I ’d like to go to w ork !” announced Mrs. Grom 

to h er  husband  one day.
“W ell,” he  replied, “if you can find someone to 

look a f te r  R ichard  and  Stan, you can give it  a 
try .”

The n ex t day, Mrs. G rom  ta lked  abou t it to her 
neighbor and inqu ired  if she knew  of anyone who 
would be in terested  in tak ing  care of her  sons afte r  
school. (She w as to take a p a r t  tim e job only).

H er neighbor to ld  h er  about m e and  so, acting 
upon h e r  f r ien d ’s advice, she came to see m y  m o th 
er w ho agreed to the  proposition. I was to begin 
in a week, but, before the  w eek  had  passed, Mrs. 
G rom ’s b ro ther  cam e to visit them . T hen  it  was 
decided th a t  he  w ould  w atch  the  boys w hile  she 
tr ied  out th e  job to see if she liked the w ork ing  
conditions.

As tu rn ed  out, she d idn ’t like the  w ork  and  h er  
hours w ould  be irregular. Since the  o ther fac tor
ies w ere  m uch  too far, she decided to stay a t 
home.

On th e  day  th a t  Mrs. G rom  came to te ll m e of 
her decision, I  asked  if she w ou ldn ’t le t h e r  sons 
join the  SN PJ. A fter  explain ing some of th e  ad 
vantages, I told h e r  about th e  30th A nniversa ry  
Juven ile  Cam paign to get m ore new  m em bers. 
She consented, and  th a t’s how  I got tw o m em bers 
to m y  credit.

By the  way, it w as Mrs. G rom  w ho gave m e 
the  nam e and  address of a fam ily  who, also, con
sen ted  to le t the ir  d augh ter  join  the  Society, g iv
ing m e the  cred it for w hat, eventually , tu rn ed  
out to be a very  successful beginning for the  top 
honors am ong all the  juvenile  contestants in the 
campaign.

SYLVIA TROJAR, 12, Circle 26,
2803 S. C en tra l P a rk  Ave., Chicago 23, 111.

*

THE MERIT SYSTEM
Upon the  suggestion of the  Juven ile  D irector of 

the  S N PJ, the  m e ri t  system  w as adopted by  C ir
cle 50 on a tr ia l  basis for t'he last six m onths of 
1943. Because th is p lan  proved so very  success
fu l it has become th e  accepted m ethod  in d e te rm 
ining th e  ou tstanding  m em bers of th e  circle for 
each six m onths and  a t  th e  end of the  year.

On th e  w all im m ediate ly  below  th e  circle ch a r t
er is a large w hite  card listing the  to ta l m em b er 
ship in a lphabetical order. A t a previous m eeting  
a p lan  w as devised show ing w hat am oun t of 
m erits  a m em ber w ould  a t ta in  in accordance w ith  
What du ties or services w ere  perform ed to  the  
cred it of the  circle. F or instance—the h ighest 
aw ard  is five m erits  for a new  m em ber for the  
circle. The new  m em b er  m ust a ttend  th ree  m eet
ings before th e  m erits  are  aw arded. F or every  
article, le tte r, d raw ing, etc. sent in and  is p u b 
lished in e ither  t'he M ladinski L ist or Prosveta, 
the  con tribu to r receives th ree  m erits. I f  th e  con
tr ibu tion  is sen t in, b u t no t published, tw o m erits  
are  aw arded  for th e  effort. A ttendance a t  m on th 
ly m eetings receive one m erit  each m onth , etc. 
Each m erit  is aw arded  in the  fo rm  of a gold or 
silver s ta r  n e x t  to the  nam e listed on th e  card a t

the  m eeting  hall. A  double and checking record 
is kep t in the  secre ta ry ’s note book and the  n u m 
ber of m erits  aw arded  is determ ined  a t  each reg 
u lar m onth ly  m eeting.

This system  gives each m em ber a fa ir  chance 
to receive recognition and  cred it he or she is en 
titled  to. This does no t perm it any show ing or 
p lay ing  to favoritism . Now and th e n  you read, 
e ither  in the M ladinski L ist or in th e  Prosveta, 
about a circle w ho uses th is  system  in  choosing 
the ir  m ost eager and h ard  w orking m em bers. The 
percentage is sm all in com parison to w hat i t  should 
be. V ery often  as it w as in the  case of Circle 50, 
before the  p lan  w as adopted, one could no t de
te rm ine w ho deserved  th e  m ost cred it as the 
m em bership  w as too sm all and  th e re  was bound 
to be someone w ho fe lt they  should have  received 
the cred it r a th e r  th a n  the  person  who did. This 
I can safely say is a dem ocratic way, so th a t  a t 
all tim es each ind iv idual know s ju s t w here  he 
or she stands.

Com petition such as this m ay develop a la rger 
varie ty  of b e tte r  contributions to the  M ladinski 
List. A m em ber m ay  go a little  m ore o u t of his 
w ay to th in k  or look up m ore in teresting  ideas 
and  inform ation, so they, too, w ould a t ta in  the  
m erits  aw arded. I t  should resu lt in a g rea ter  
spirit of lasting  fra te rna lism  and bro therhood  now 
and  w ill in m ost p robability  be carried  out, also, 
w hen the  tim e comes for the  juven ile  m em ber to 
take  p a r t  in  the  activities of the  adu lt  lodge.

Now you m ay  ask, w h a t about the  dem erits? 
We h av e  them  too, b u t  have no t had  the  occasion 
to use th em  yet, and  hope it  w ill never be  nec
essary. Should a m em ber get out of h an d  and 
behave badly, a t  meetings, parties, trips, etc., and 
be so accused by any  of the  m em bers or the 
m anager, he  shar . be p u t on tr ia l  a t  the  n ex t  reg 
u la rly  held  m on .hly m eeting. The p residen t shall 
be the  presid ing  judge and  five m em bers w ith  the  
h ighest nu m b er  of m erits  shall compose the  jury.

I strongly  urge the  use of the M erit System  and 
I am  alm ost certa in  you w ill find  it a w orthw hile  
one regard less if yo u r m em bersh ip  is very  small 
or large.

JE N N IE  H. PADAR, Mgr. Circle No. 50, 
Brooklyn 27, N. Y.

*

FROM ARKANSAS TO WEST VIRGINIA
My D ad w en t to E ast K ingston, W. Va., la te  .in 

A ugust, 1942, to find  w ork. He got a job in a coal 
m ine a t  M ilburn, and  then  began to look for a 
house so w e could move th e re  to m ake our new  
home. He succeeded, finally, in getting  a  place.

We left Je n n y  Lind, A rkansas, on Thursday, 
Ja n u a ry  28, 1943. This w as m y f irs t long trip . I t  
w as a sad p arting  to leave g ran d m o th er  and  the  
rest, because w e had  lived close to th em  all our 
life. We bade them  good-bye and  then  our form er 
grocerym an, Alvo Combs, drove us to Ft. S m ith  to 
catch a train . I t  w as an hour late.

We a rr ived  in St. Louis, Mo., ea rly  the  n ex t 
m orning. H ere w e boarded a tra in  for C incin
nati, Ohio, w here, in the  evening of th e  sam e day, 
we changed to a faste r train , the  “George W ash



ing ton”, on w hich  w e rode as fa r  as Charleston, 
the  capitol of W est V irginia.

The t ra in  a t th is  po in t w as v ery  crow ded, b u t  
a f te r  a ten  m inu te  w ait  w e w ere  on our w ay  again, 
and  soon cam e to th e  final ra ilroad  destina tion  
(M ontgom ery), w here  D addy  h ad  m ade a rran g e 
m en ts  to m eet us. I t  w as a h appy  m eeting  and  
from  th e re  w e rode in a car to E ast K ingston, a r 
r iv ing  th e re  a t  tw o o’clock S a tu rd ay  m orning. 
T h a t w as th e  end  of our trip , b u t  w e all en joyed 
th e  experience v ery  much.

ERN ESTINE M OČIVNIK, age 16, Lodge 24, 
P.O. Box 47, K ingston, W. Va.

*

MOST EXCITING EXPERIENCE IN 1943
One day  la s t  sum m er, m y  cousin Sam  from  the 

city  cam e to v isit us. H e is allergic to all an im als 
and  is no t allow ed n ea r  them . W hile w e w ere  
a ll in the  house he w en t out and  clim bed over the 
ne ighbor’s fence into th e  o rchard  w here  they  h ad  
th ree  pigs.

W hen the  pigs saw  h im  they  s ta r ted  tow ard  
him . H e got scared and  clim bed up  the  tree . In 
s tead  of going aw ay  th e  pigs stood a t the  foot of 
the  tree  and  w atched  him . H e s ta r ted  to call for 
help. W e w en t ou t b u t  a t  f irs t  could no t te ll 
w here  he  w as calling from . A fte r  he called sev 
e ra l m ore  tim es w e saw  him  sitting  up  in  the  tree.

Im agine our excitem ent. W hen w e finally  saw  
h im  up  th e re—w e all h ad  to laugh. M y uncle 
clim bed over the  fence an d  chased the  pigs aw ay. 
Sam came dow n out of the  tree  and  w as v ery  glad 
th a t  he w as rescued.

This w as th e  m ost exciting  as w ell as hum orous 
experience in  1943.

FRA NCES KORDAN, 10, Circle 10, 
R.D. 2, D epot Rd., Salem, Ohio.

♦

AN UNEXPECTED VISIT
My m ost exciting  experience occurred about 

tw o m onths ago. I t happened  like this:
One n ig h t I  w as hom e alone, since m y  paren ts  

w ere  aw ay  visiting. I  locked th e  doors an d  w en t 
to bed  a t  h a lf  p as t nine. I  h ea rd  or im agined 
noises m ost of th e  n igh t and  once, around  m id 
night, got up  to investigate .

A bou t five o’clock in the  m orning, I w as a w a k 
ened  by  a ligh t knocking  on m y  window . I  lay  
th e re  a t  least fifteen  m inu tes  too afra id  to m ove 
and  hoping, w hoever it was, w ould  go aw ay. B u t 
the  longer I  rem ained  still, th e  louder becam e the  
knocking.

F inally , I gained  courage enough to get ou t of 
bed, tu rn  on th e  ligh t and  go to  the  door. I t  was 
m y  b ro th e r  who, unexpected ly , came hom e on a 
furlough. I w as m ore th a n  glad  to see him, and 
so w ere  m y  p aren ts  w hen  they  re tu rn e d  home.

My b ro th e r  exp la ined  he  w an ted  his v isit to  be 
a surprise, and  th a t’s w h y  he d idn ’t call an y  of 
us by  nam e; his voice w ould  give h im  aw ay. T hat 
w as m y  m ost exc iting  and  h ap p y  experience in 
1943. FRANCES KUMER, age 16, C ircle 11, 

Lodge 65, M ulberry , Kansas.

BRIEF HISTORY OF KANSAS' BIGGEST MINE
On the  last day of M arch 1943, th e  b iggest m ine 

in  Kansas, called th e  W estern  Coal and  M ining 
Com pany, w as sh u t down. I w ill t ry  to give you 
a b rief h is to ry  of it.

The sinking of this m ine w as s ta rted  in 1927. 
In  D ecem ber of th e  sam e year, m y  fa th e r  ob ta ined  
a job there . A t one time, over four h u n d red  m en  
w orked  th e re  an d  quite  a few  of them  Slovenians, 
who w ere  m em bers of S N P J  Lodges in  th is  sec
tion  of the  state.

D uring  th e  tim e th e  m ine w as in  operation, 
m an y  m en  w ere in ju red  and  a few  of th e m  killed. 
At least th ree  of th e  m en w ho w ere  k illed  belonged 
to S N P J  Lodges, tw o of w hom  belonged to Lodge 
No. 65 of w hich  I  am  a m em ber.

The m iners  loaded on an  average of abou t 1500 
tons of coal a day. Lots of coal is still in  th is  
m ine, b u t because of th e  h igh  cost of production 
m igh t n ev e r  be ta k e n  out.

S toppage of w ork  in  th is m ine cam e all of a 
sudden  and  m any  m en  w ere  th ro w n  out of a job, 
b u t  only a few  of th e m  are  still out of work.

CARL U LEPICH , age 15, Circle 11, 
Lodge 65, M ulberry , Kans.

*

A LUCKY DAY FOR JOHNNY AND HELEN
L ast sum m er, I  w itnessed  an  exciting  even t in 

w hich m y sis ter H elen  and  b ro th e r  Jo h n n y  w ere 
involved. I t happened  on our fa rm  during  the  
haying season.

Across from  the  house, on th e  o ther side of the  
road, w as a field  contain ing m any  stacks of hay, 
and  these D ad decided to m ove into th e  b a rn  w hile 
th e  days w ere  good for haying.

D ad h itched  th e  horses to the  w agon and  H elen 
and  Jo h n n y  hopped on w ith o u t th ink ing  tha t, very  
soon, they  w ould  becom e involved in an  exciting 
ride. Things ra n  along ju s t as u sua l w ith  D ad 
pitch ing  th e  hay, Jo h n n y  tram p ing  it down, and 
H elen  driv ing  the  horses.

O ur horses, P rince  and  Bill, a re  a h eavy  team  
and  sort of blond in  color. T hey  w o rk  toge ther 
qu ite  agreeably , but, if given a chance, they  love 
to be tu rn ed  loose and  ru n  wild. U nfortunate ly , 
they  w ere  g iven an  opportun ity  to b reak  loose 
th a t  day  and  took advan tage of it.

W hile w aiting  for th e  w agon to be loaded, P rince 
low ered his head  to n ibble the  h ay  a t his feet. 
Once, w hen  he did this, th e  bridle, accidently, 
fell from  his head  and  gave h im  th e  chance he 
needed.

W ith the  w agon  only h a lf  loaded, P rince  and 
Bill suddenly  s ta r ted  to gallop aw ay. F aste r  and 
fas te r  they  ran . H elen  and  Jo h n n y  tugged  on the 
reins to ho ld  th em  back, b u t to no avail. The 
horses ran  across th e  road, th rough  th e  orchard  
and  th e  fields back  of th e  house. I t  was no use 
try ing  to stop them .

M y D ad and  th e  res t of th e  fam ily  w atched  
excitedly. I  shouted  a t th e  top of m y  voice to 
H elen  and  Jo h n n y  to jum p, b u t they  failed  to 
h ea r  m e as th e  w agon ra t t le d  te rrib ly . W hen the 
horses began  to go in circles in  the  m iddle of a 
field, they  finally  jum ped  off, land ing  safely b u t



h ard  on th e  ground. The horses th e n  jum ped  
over a stone w all and  th a t’s w here  they  stopped— 
they  on one side and  th e  w agon on th e  other.

D ad unhitched  th e  team  an d  drove th em  back 
to the  house. No one, no t even the  horses, w ere 
h u rt,  b u t for several m inu tes  I feared it w ould  be 
the  end of m y  sis ter and  bro ther. As “good luck” 
w ould  have  it, eve ry th ing  tu rn ed  ou t happ ily  for 
a m ost exciting  experience.

ZITA BOZANIC, 17, Lodge 393,
R. D. 3, Worcester^ N. Y.

*

A BRAVE RESCUE
One b r ig h t sunny  day last A ugust, the  m em 

bers of ou r Ju v en ile  Circle got toge ther  for a 
w iener roast a t  T olerton’s Lake. W hile th e  boys 
w en t to g a th er  some fire  wood, Jen n ie  Isk ra  and 
I w en t for a w alk.

W e h ad  w alked  only a  short w hile  w hen  voices 
w ere  h ea rd  scream ing for help. We listened and 
decided the  sound cam e from  the direction  of the 
lake. Jen n ie  and  I  s ta r ted  to ru n  up  the  h il l  and, 
upon reach ing  th e  top, saw  tw o sm all girls a t  the 
edge of the  w a te r  crying for someone to help  th e ir  
sis ter w ho w as drowning.

We ra n  dow n the  h ill as fas t as our legs would 
ca rry  us and  w hen  w e reached  the  shore, we 
s topped no t know ing  w h a t to do next. F or a m o 
m en t w e stood th e re  bew ildered. Then, suddenly, 
Jen n ie  jum ped  into th e  w a te r  and  s ta r ted  to swim 
tow ards the  girl. I t  seem ed like an  age before 
she reached  shore again, b u t  she m ade it.

In  th e  m ean tim e qu ite  a crow d h ad  gathered  
and all congra tu la ted  Jen n ie  for h e r  brave rescue 
and  endangering  h e r  ow n life to save another. I 
don’t  th in k  she or anyone else, who w as there, 
w ill ever forge t it.

I can tru ly  say th is  w as m y  m ost exciting  ex 
perience of 1943.

MATILDA K R IZA J, age 15, Circle 10, 
Lodge 476, R.D. 1, Salem, Ohio.

*

MY MOST EXCITING EXPERIENCE
L ast sum m er w hen  I  w as in Louisville, K en 

tucky, m y  girl friend  and  I  decided to go to see 
the M am m oth  Cave N ational P a rk  located 85 
m iles sou thw est of Louisville. We le ft Louisville 
a t 11 o’clock one F riday  m orning  by autom obile 
and reached  our destina tion  a t 2:30 p. m.

M am m oth  Cave is one of the  m ost beautifu l 
sights I ’ve ever seen. On the  surface, M am m oth 
Cave em braces abou t 45,000 acres of beau tifu l 
forested  h ill country . Two navigab le rivers, the  
G reen and  Nolin, trave rse  th e  park.

F rom  th e re  w e w en t w ith in  the  Cave. L a te r  we 
Were paddled  in a f la tboat along the  Echo River, 
an underg round  r iv e r  w hich  em pties into the 
G reen River. T hen  w e en te red  the underg round  
dining room  know n as “The Snow ball” because 
° f  its gypsum  form ations. In  the  Snow ball the re  
a re th e  m odern  conveniences of the  radio, te le 
phone, and  d rink ing  w a te r  from  an  “upside-dow n 
Well”—th e  la t te r  caused by  tapp ing  a sp ring  in 
the  roof above and  b ring ing  the  w a te r  dow n in 
stead  of u p w ard  as is usua l w ith  springs.

W e had  to squeeze th rough  m any  sm all tunnels 
and  by the  tim e I w as ready  to go hom e I w as 
tired  I  could h ard ly  s tand  up. My girl friend  and 
I rea lly  enjoyed ourselves. We n eve r laughed so 
m uch in all our lives!

W hile v en tu ring  th rough  the  w inding  tunne ls  
we saw  eyeless fish. They are  abou t four inches 
in length. D uring  the  ages in the  cave they  have 
lost both  the ir  “w ings” and  eyes, th rough  disuse.

A no ther  in teresting  fea tu re  of M am m oth  Cave 
is the  M um m y of th e  P re-C olum bian  Ind ian  m iner, 
discovered in  the  cave by  the  C ivilian Conserva
tion Corps (CCC) enrollees.

We w ere th rough  exploring  M am m oth  Cave a t 
six o’clock th a t  evening and  w e a rr ived  a t  Louis
ville a t 9:30 th a t  n ight. We w ere  so tired  th a t  
as soon as w e got hom e w e w en t to bed. I  w ill 
n ever  forget this exciting  experience as it  is the 
m ost exciting th ing  I have  ever done.

DOROTHY YOGER, 17, lodge 225, 
R.R. 3, Box 1612, Girard* Kans.

Visitor (defense p lan t): Look a t  th a t  youngster, 
the  one w ith  cropped hair, the  cigarette  and  t r o u 
sers on. I t ’s h a rd  to te ll w h e th e r  she’s a boy or 
girl.

W ar w orker: S he’s a girl and  m y daughter.
V isitor: M y dear sir, do forgive me. I w ould 

never have  been  so outspoken, if I  h ad  know n 
you w ere h er  father.

W ar w orker: I ’m  not h e r  father, I ’m  h e r  m other.

Zajec in lisica
Katka Zupančič

V tiho dobravo lisica hiti.
V detelji zajec od straha zbledi, 
urno na noge, nemudoma v beg . . . 
S tari lisici upira se breg.
Zajcu zakliče: “Ne boj se bedak! 
kaj m i do tebe je, kaj mi do dlak!” 
Zajec užaljen je, a se reži:
“Znane so stare lisičje laži!”

“Ti, strahopetec,” lisica mu de, 
“uhlji štrle ti  iz votle glave!
Ponoči ne vidiš, čez dan si pa slep! 
-Če si pogumen, me prim i za rep!”

Dalje in dalje lisica reglja— 
pot le še kratka do zajčka pelja . . . 
Zadnji trenotek se zajec zave, 
da jo poslušal predolgo je  že . . .!

Naglo poskoči od straha zelen— 
izginil lisici spred nosa je  plen. 
Jezna, upehana sede pod hrast, 
morda izmisli drugačno si past.
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AVELLA JUVENILE CIRCLE NO. 51
AVELLA, PA.— O ur Circle No. 51 m eets each 

f irs t S unday  of the  m onth. In  D ecem ber w e elect
ed the following officers: Louis M lekush, p res i
den t; Evelyn  Recchio, v ice-president; D em etro  
Tanenecz, secre ta ry ; V eronica Tanenecz, rec. sec
re ta ry ; E dw ard  Kaucheck, treasurer.

O ur Circle w as organized la s t fall, therefore , it 
has been  in existence only a few  m onths. B u t we 
are  doing all r ig h t and  in tend  to ca rry  on.

I have one b ro th er  in the  A ir Corps in M iami 
Beach, Fla. My hobby is buying w a r  stam ps. I 
a lready  have four bonds. My favorite  m ovie stars 
a re  Ing rid  B ergm an and  A lan  Ladd. My favorite  
song is “S ta r  Eyes,” and  m y favorite  singer is Bob 
Eberle. I am  10 years of age.

G LORIA FRANTONI, Circle 51, 
Box 316, Avella, P ennsylvania .

*

JUNIOR ALL STARS CIRCLE NO. 4
M ILW AUKEE, WIS.—T here  hasn ’t  been  m uch 

new s from  Circle No. 4, so this is w ri t te n  in the 
hope th a t  it brings everyone up to date  w ith  w h a t 
w e are  doing. F irst, le t us s ta r t  w ith  the  D ecem ber 
m eeting.

The D ecem ber m eeting  w as held  on Dec. 1, 1943. 
F ina l p lans for ou r C hristm as concert w ere  m ade 
a n d  an election of officers for 1944 w as held. The 
resu lts  w ere as follows: F ann ie  Radelj, pres.;

M ichael R uppe Jr., vice-pres. and pub lic ity  cha ir 
m an; R u th an n  Golob, sec’y; H ilda Bizjack, treas.; 
R udy Smole, sgt.-at-arm s. A fter  th e  m eeting, r e 
freshm ents  w ere  served.

The 1943 C hristm as p rogram  was held  on Dec. 
19. The high spot of the  afternoon p rog ram  w as 
the  dedication of the  honor ro ll of Circle 4, on 
w hich th e re  w ere  over 20 nam es. In  the  evening, 
Bro. V rhovnik, Juven ile  D irector, show ed movies 
of S lovenia and  the  U nited  States.

A t our J a n u a ry  m eeting, the  new  officers for 
1944 w ere installed. A t this m eeting, a com m ittee 
of four yas appoin ted  to m ake a chart show ing 
the  m em bers how  m any  points w ould  be given for 
a ttend ing  rehearsals, meetings, etc. The Circle 
has been a llo tted  $8 to give ou t as prizes for those 
getting  the  m ost n u m b e r  of points during  the  year. 
The prizes being $5, $2, and  $1. We w ere  also 
inform ed th a t  our m anager, L illian  P uncer, had  
taken  teaching duties outside of the  city and  could 
no longer be w ith  us.

On Ja n u a ry  9, the  chorus had  the  privilege of 
singing a t  the  M ilw aukee A udito rium  on a p ro 
g ram  on w hich th e  celebrated  author, Louis A d a 
mic, was th e  p rincipal speaker.

The F eb ru a ry  m eeting, w hich  w as to be held  on 
Feb. 2, w as postponed till Feb. 9. A t this m e e t
ing, Bro. Joseph  F ritz  assum ed his duties as our 
m anager. The po in t com m ittee show ed th e ir



points w hich  w ere  rev ised  and  accepted. A  com
m ittee  of tw o was appointed, F annie  Radelj and 
M ichael Ruppe Jr., to go to the  various lodges in 
M ilw aukee and vicin ity  to get the  nam es and  ad 
dresses of juven ile  m em bers w ho d idn ’t  belong to 
the  Circle or to th e  chorus. These ch ildren  w ill be 
asked  to join the  Circle and  chorus.

Because so m any  of our boys are in th e  arm ed 
forces, the  Circle w ill no t hav e  a baseball team

JE N N IE  P A D A R , Mgr.
Circle 50, B rooklyn , N. Y.

Jennie Padar comes fro m  a fa m ily  w ho  have 
been ardent boosters and w orkers  of the  S N P J  
for many years, and entirely in her ow n  right 
she has become a you th  leader o f w h o m  the S N P J  
can be v e ry  proud. O ver a period of recent years, 
she has built up  a record fe w  m em bers o f the  
younger generation can surpass. For an idea of 
the ex tensiveness o f her activities and responsi
bilities, here in  brief is a list o f w ha t her duties  
and w o rk  consisted in  1943 and now  in  1934. . . 
She serves as the Secretary o f “A l l  A m erican” 
Lodge No. 580, M anager of Juven ile  Circle No. 50, 
Secretary of S A N C  Branch No. 46, regular con
tributor for  the English Section of the  Prosveta  
and occasionally w rites  for the  M ladinski List,  
and is employed in a secretarial and supervisory  
capacity in  the m ain  office o f the C ity  Service  
Company, one of the  largest u ti l i ty  concerns in  
the world. Besides participation in the various  
Meetings and activities connected w i th  them , S is 
ter Padar arranged and directed three complete  
Juvenile Circle program s last year, each of which  
Was successfully presen ted  for  the  en terta inm ent  
and pleasure of B rooklyn  and N ew  Y o rk  SN PJers  
and their  friends. . . A n d  among other things, the  
local Lodge and Circle gave a good account of 
them selves  in  the Juven ile  Campaign. Cangratu-  
lations!

this year. The s ituation  w ill change if m ore boys 
join up before sum m er.

M eetings a re  on th e  1st W ednesday of th e  m onth  
and rehearsals  a re  every  W ednesday, both a re  be 
ing held  a t Sostarich’s Hall, S. 6th an d  W. Bruce 
streets.

Thus w e have  given you, in  a nutshell, new s of 
our Circle’s activ ities fo r the  m onths of D ecem 
ber, January , and  F ebruary . A  m ore up to date 
account is g iven each w eek  in the  Juven ile  col
u m n  of the Prosveta.

M ICHA EL R U PPE  JR., Vice-Pres., 
728 W. W alker S treet.

*

W AUKEGAN CIRCLE NO. 24
WAUKEGAN, ILL.—This is Juven ile  Circle No. 

24 of the  S N P J  broadcasting  the  la tes t new s con
cerning our activities. F irs t  of all, w e w ish to a n 
nounce the  resu lts  of our annua l elections. The 
following officers for 1944 w ere  elected  a t our 
meeting:

Raym ond A rk, p resident; C harlo tte  F litcroft, 
vice president; Louise Dolence, secretary ; Shirley  
Mack, rec. secretary ; Ju lie  Valenčič, treasurer. 
Trustees: Phyllis G antar, Ju lie t  G abrosek, and  
F rank  S tritar . Old officers w ere  D ick Peklay , 
R aym ond A rk , V irginia Nagode, M ary  D ebelak, 
and  Louise Dolence.

O ur fo rm er m anager, Mrs. C hristine S tritar , is 
coming back and  w e surely  are  glad.

We are going to buy  sw eaters for our ball team .
RAYMOND ARK, President, 

1120 P a rk  A venue.
*

JUVENILE CIRCLE NO. 22
McDONALD, PA.—A few  m onths ago I gave a 

resum e of our Circle’s activities for the  firs t half 
of 1943. N ow  I shall t ry  to enum era te  all our ac
tivities for th e  second half  of th e  year.

On Oct. 17, a group of our m em bers  w en t to 
Sygan to p resen t a p laylet, “N ot a M an In the  
House,” the  occasion being W estern  P en n a ’s S N P J 
Day.

We sponsored a tu rk e y  draw ing  on Nov. 16. 
This p roved  to be a grea t aid to our treasury .

On Dec. 11, our Circle held  a dance, w hich was 
also a  huge success. The last and m ost im portan t 
m eeting w as held  on Dec. 16. D uring the  business 
p a r t of the  m eeting, w e elected officers for the 
coming year. The resu lts  w ere  as follows: Violet 
Machek, p residen t; B ertha  Kavcic, vice president; 
D onna Skinner, rec. secretary; Law rence Lander, 
secretary; H elen Kostelich, treasurer. A fter the  
m eeting w as adjourned, w e had  a yu le party . A t 
the N ovem ber m eeting  the Circle gave each m em 
ber 50c and the  nam e of ano ther m em ber for w hom  
she w as to buy  a gift. These gifts w ere  d is trib 
u ted  a t  the  party .

O ur final ac tiv ity  for the  y ea r  w as a get-to 
gether on Dec. 29. A n inv ita tion  in  th e  form  of 
a m in ia tu re  snow m an was sen t to each m em ber. 
We all had  loads of fun and  are  looking fo rw ard  
to ano ther such p a r ty  soon.

A nd so w inds up ano ther profitab le  y ea r  for 
Voice of Y outh Circle 22. This y ear  w e are going



to t r y  to do even  b igger and  b e tte r  things, so th a t  
our Circle m igh t aga in  be in th e  lim eligh t as it 
w as in  1942 w hen  w e w on the  trophy. We are  all 
vex-y p roud  of this trophy  and  have  it  d isplayed 
in  a sm all glass cab ine t in th e  S N P J  hall.

In  conclusion, m ay  I th a n k  th e  S N P J  for the  
w a r  stam ps th a t  I received  for m y  contributions 
to  th e  M. L. I am  fu lly  repa id  ju s t  by  th e  sa tis
faction  of seeing th em  in p r in t;  b u t w hen  I get 
pa id  for them , too, w ell . . . .  a ll I can say is, 
“T hank  you.” VIO LET MACHEK, President,

R. D. No. 4, M cDonald, Pa.
*

JOLLY KANSANS CIRCLE NO. 11
GIRARD, KANS.i—O ur Circle No. 11 held its 

reg u la r  m on th ly  m eeting  a t  th e  Casa Vecchia H all 
in  C am p F ifty . S ecre tary  F rances S lansek  read  
th e  m inu tes  of th e  previous m eeting, and  T reas 
u re r  F rances K u m er read  the  financia l report.

A t this m eeting, tw o n ew  m em bers  w ere  in tro 
duced, F red  Bogina and  Jo  A n n  P ore tta . They 
en joyed  th e  m eeting  very  much. The a ttendance  
aw a rd  w as w on by Jo h n  Zibert, B e tty  J e a n  Ales, 
Rose B urger, and  Jo  A n n  P ore tta . P lans w ere 
d iscussed for a p ie suppe r and  cake-w alk . A  com 
m ittee  consisting of D orothy Yoger, F rances K u 
m er, an d  F rances A les w as appointed  to p lan  the  
affair. Also, a va len tine  exchange w as held. A fter 
th e  exchange, th e  nam es of all th e  m em bers p res 
en t w ere  p u t in  a h a t  and  a nam e w as draw n. Jo  
A nn  P o re tta , whose nam e w as draw n, w on the  
v a len tine  box. A  few  jokes w ere  read  by B e tty  
Ales, w ho is ou r  e n te r ta in m e n t com m ittee. The 
m eeting  w as b ro ugh t to a close and  refreshm ents  
w ere  served.

O ur Circle m eets on the  f irs t  S unday  of each 
m onth . DOROTHY YOGER, Circle 11.

*

"ALL STARS" CIRCLE NO. 19
STRABANE, PA.—W e have  nam ed our Circle 

No. 19— “A ll S tars ,” and  it  is doing v ery  fine u n d e r  
th a t  nam e. We sponsored a yu le p lay le t an d  I 
th in k  w e did very  w ell in th e  play.

W e h ad  our election of officers and  th e  chosen 
ones w ere  as follows: Joe  Sedm ak, p residen t; 
P a u l W insek, vice presiden t; P a u l Posega, secre
ta ry ; M ildred  Posega, rec. secretary ; F ra n k  Tom 
šič, treasu rer .

O ur trea su ry  is now  one h u n d red  dollars an d  w e 
a re  p roud  to say th a t  w e ea rned  it  by ourselves. 
W e held  a ska ting  p a r ty  Feb. 5 and  w e all h ad  a 
good tim e.—Come on, C ircle 19, le t’s w rite  to the  
M. L. T here  is no b e t te r  m agazine to w rite  to. 
I ’ll be w aiting  to see all yo u r  le tte rs  in  th e  n ex t 
issue.

A t every  m eeting, prizes a re  g iven to th e  bes t 
le t te r  w ri t te n  to th is  fine m agazine. F irs t prize 
is 50c and  second and  th ird  prizes a re  25c each. 
M erit aw ards  and  perfec t a ttendance  certificates 
w ere  g iven  to th e  honored  m em bers. I ’m  sure th a t  
th e y  w ere  all p roud  to get them . I ’m  v ery  glad 
to be able to w rite  to  th e  M. L.

FR A N K  TOMSIC, T reasurer, 
Box 134, S trabane , Pa.

M A R G E  JERIC, Mgr 
Circle No. 38, C leveland, Ohio

Congratulations to Marge Jeric, Manager of 
Juven ile  Circle No. 38 (Concordian Jrs.), C leve 
land, Ohio, w ho  this m on th  com pletes f iv e  con
secutive years o f fa i th fu l  service as a yo u th  lead
er of the Society , th is  d iv ided  into equal periods  
of tw o  and a half years each, the f irs t  spent under  
the fo rm er  S S P Z  and the  latter w ith  the  SN PJ,  
fo llow ing the ir  m erger in  Sep tem ber , 1941. She  
began this w o rk  by helping to enroll and organize 
this group of juven iles , and th e n  assum ed the  d u 
ties o f m anager and adviser, a responsib ility  she  
has ye t  to relinquish, being elected annually  
w ith o u t opposition. Shortly  a fter the Concordian  
Juniors w ere  organized, Sister Jeric undertook  
the task  of form ing  and instructing  a drill team,  
which, needless to state, was a com plete success 
fro m  the  ve ry  outset. Sh e  w as a delegate to the  
M erger C onvention  and th e  12th Regular Con
ven tion  of the  S N P J  in  P ittsburgh, Pa. Those of 
you  w ho  read the  M ladinsk i L is t  k n o w  that, all 
during 1943, she prepared and contribu ted  the  
m ateria l fo r  the  “L e t’s P lay G am es” page. Her  
everyday  w ork ing  hours are spent in  a clerical 
capacity for  the  governm ent. H er favorite  sport 
is bowling and, inc idently ,  is a m em b er  o f the  
local S N P J  Bow ling  League.

BUY WAR BONDS AND STAMPS



ACTIVITIES OF CIRCLE NO. 50
BROOKLYN, N. Y.—It is qu ite  some tim e since 

I ’ve w ritten  to the  ML about our Circle’s activities, 
so here  goes:

On Feb. 13, Ju n io r  All A m ericans held  th e ir  
m onth ly  m eeting  a t  the  Slovene H all in Brooklyn. 
I t w as w ell a ttended  and I w onder if it w as be
cause our m anager prom ised us a surp rise  a fte r 
the m eeting. The surprise w as a V alen tine party . 
A large cake, o rdered  and  decorated  especially for 
the occasion, w as soon finished, w ith  p len ty  of 
soda to w ash  it down, of course. We also sent 
comic valentines and  had  loads of fun. A t the 
m eeting  w e com pleted our p lans to go to see the 
S ta tue  of L iberty , on Bedloe’s Island, in N ew  York 
Harbor.

We s ta r ted  off p rom ptly  a t  11 a. m. Feb. 22 
(W ashington’s b irthday), leaving from  the  Slovene 
Hall. We boarded the  Elevated, and soon w e w ere 
on our way. O ur adviser in form ed us to be on 
the lookout for the  in teresting  d isplay  th a t  could 
be seen from  th e  tra in  r ig h t  before crossing the 
W illiam sburg Bridge. We saw  several types of 
large guns and  parts  of p lanes cap tu red  by  our 
A m erican soldiers from  the enem y in A frica. Soon 
a fte r  that, w e reached our destination.

A short w alk  b rough t us to the  dock. D uring  
th a t  w alk  w e cam e across a s ta tue  of H orace 
Greeley, the  fam ous founder of a large circulating

F R A N K  and R O B E R T  B E D E Y
Circle 28 

Roundup, M ontana

Tw o S N P J  juveniles ,  w ho  ve ry  o ften  f in d  th e m 
selves in  the  th ick  o f local activities, are Frank  
and Robert Bedey, m em bers of Lodge 700 and Cir
cle 28, R oundup, Montana. Of the  two, Frank is 
the oldest and the  Treasurer o f the Circle. Both  
boys participated in the  Socie ty ’s 30th A nn iversary  
•Juvenile Campaign, last fall, in  w hich  Frank f in 
ished fo u r th  am ong the  juven ile  contestants w ith  
a total o f seven  n ew  m em bers, w hile  his brother  
received credit fo r  one.

new spaper in N ew  York. W alking still fu r th e r  we 
stopped a t  several o ther  points of in terest. We 
stopped a t  the  T rin ity  churchyard . H aving enough 
tim e w e spen t qu ite  a w hile  read ing  th e  inscrip 
tion on the grave stones. S urprising  enough, the re  
w ere some there  dating  as fa r  back as 1600. Such 
fam ous people in h istory  as Miles S tandish  and 
John  A lden are  buried  there.

F inally  w e boarded  th e  fe rry  boat th a t  w as to 
take us to the  sta tue . W hile on the  boat we p re 
p ared  ourselves for th e  long climb ahead of us, 
and it  w as a long climb. T here w ere 168 steps, 
and  w e w en t to the  very  top of “Miss L iberty .” 
W hen at last w e got to the  top w e w ere  able to 
look out the  w indow s a t  the  skyline of N ew  York, 
even though it s ta rted  to rain. Then w e s ta rted  
dow n the  n arrow  steps to the  base of the  statue. 
We bought some souvenirs, and  t'hen signed the 
G uest Book. Upon arr iv ing  back in  N ew  York 
again w e s ta r ted  dow n B roadw ay. A fte r  spend
ing quite  some tim e of sightseeing, our stom achs 
began to m ake strange  noises. We stopped in 
N ew  Y ork’s fam ous A utom at, an  en tire ly  self- 
service restau ran t, every th ing  being done au to 
m atically  w hich accounts for the  “au to” in the 
word. You p u t in  a coin in  a slot, tu rn  a knob, 
and presto! you have  your food. A ll the  food is 
show n in a glass case so you can see w hat you  are 
going to buy. Simple, isn’t  it?

Going hom e w e passed City H all and  w e also 
saw  a s ta tue  of B enjam in  F ran k lin  on F rank lin  
Square. We bade each o ther goodby and all w ent 
hom e for a long rest.

A t this tim e I w ould  like to welcome our new  
Circle m em ber, C hristine Kepic.

M ILDRED PADAR, Circle 50, 
1676 L inden St., Brooklyn, N. Y.

*

JUNIOR HARMONIZER CIRCLE 28
ROUNDUP, MONT.—The F eb ruary  m eeting of 

the  Ju n io r  H arm onizers’ Circle No. 28 was held 
on Feb. 13 a t  th e  usual tim e and place. Bobby 
B ilan t took the  place of president, and John  
G oodenbour w as appointed  vice-president.

The m inutes of the  previous m eeting  w ere  ap 
proved as read. We now  have  $24.64 in our trea s 
ury. Lea Oset, our adviser, w as ill du ring  the 
m onth. The boys d idn’t  go ska ting  because of 
w ea ther  conditions, the  p a r ty  being postponed 
un til a la te r  date.

Seven m em bers of our Circle can play  the  piano, 
and John  G oodenbour p lays the cornet. A lbena 
Finco and Charles M arris w ill p lay  the  piano a t 
our n ex t m eeting. John  G oodenbour was appoin t
ed chairm an of a com m ittee to collect m agazines 
and comic books for the  soldiers. Each m em ber 
m ust bring  one. A lbena Finco, Jo h n  G oodenbour 
and E dw ard  H ilderm an  w ere asked to w rite  to the 
ML in February .

The girls a re  p lanning a picnic and a hike. The 
Circle discussed buying a w ar bond. A ll new  m e m 
bers w ere in itia ted  a t the meeting.

JOAN FINCO, Secretary, 
Box 986, R oundup, Mont.



VERONIAN JUNIORS CIRCLE 15
VERONA, PA.—The V eronian Jun io rs , Circle 

No. 15, now  hold the ir  m eetings each firs t and  
th ird  T hursday  of the  m on th  a t 7:30 p. m. a t  the 
V eronian  Club. M irko S tan ik  is our m anager.

We are  p lann ing  new  th ings— dances, parties, 
and  rec rea tiona l fun—for th is year, and  m any  of 
th em  are  going to be successful. The e n te r ta in 
m e n t com m ittee includes A ngie Bursic (chair
m an), C atherine  Sushevich, Jam es Plese, M ary 
Tomazic'h, Sally  Budich, F rances Youk, E leanor 
Upvall, Alice B u ttergerite , H elen  K rulac, M argie 
Trem ba, Jo h n  Young, F ra n k  Bozich, R ichard  Papp, 
and  Tony Bozich.

O ur Circle is progressing very  nicely and  our 
m eetings a re  m uch  b e t te r  and  m ore interesting. 
I w ish  to th a n k  the  S N P J  for th e  aw ard  of th ree  
dollars in w ar  stamps.

Guess W ho: This m on th ’s quiz is a m usical 
person, th e  th ird  H arry  Jam es or B enny Good
man. H e is shy and  has to be persuaded  to do
things and  ends up  doing them . He m akes a lot
of rac k e t or noise w hen  he is w ith  his group.
L ast m o n th ’s quiz—H elen Krulc.

M ATILDA DOLES, Secretary , 
213 P en n  S treet.

*

Juvenile Circle No. 1 Section
By M em bers of C ircle No. 1, W alsenburg, Colo.

Mrs. Edward Tomsic, M anager

WIN HIGH SNPJ AWARD
First, w e w ish to announce th a t  th e  W alsenburg 

P ioneers, Ju v en ile  Circle No. 1, w ere  w inners  of 
the  1943 ach ievem ent contest conducted by the  
M ladinski List. The SN PJ, in consideration of this 
fact, has p resen ted  to our Circle a $50 w ar  bond. 
In  addition, the follow ing m em bers  won individual 
prizes: W illiam  Tomsic, V erna Duzenack, E liza
b e th  Duzenack, D onna Lozinski, M illie Zorm an, 
and  A lb er t Duzenack. We wish to th a n k  th e  S N P J 
for the  h igh aw ard  and  also for ind iv idual prizes 
in w ar  stamps.

*  *  *

A ll th ings considered, w e can say th a t  our C ir
cle is p rogressing qu ite  nicely, in spite of the  fact 
th a t  m any  of our fo rm er m em bers, w ho have 
grow n up, a re  no longer w ith  us. Some are  now  
in th e  service and others a re  aw ay  a t  school.

O ur Circle continues to m eet once each m onth, 
on the  th ird  S unday  of the  m onth, a t  10:45 fo re 
noon. Mrs. E dw ard  Tomsic is our M anager and 
A nn  U rb an  is our A ssistant M anager.

F ive of us boys found a little  shack  and  o rgan 
ized a club. We have  dues to pay, b u t as y e t  no 
nam e. I en joy  going to school th is  year. I  am  in 
th e  te n th  grade. I  also w o rk  in the  office one 
h o u r  a day, w hich  I enjoy very  much.

H uerfano  C ounty  H igh School joined the  South- 
cen tra l League a t th e  beg inn ing  of th e  y e a r  of 
basketball. T hey  w on th e ir  f irs t tw o games, b u t  
they  lost the  last fou r gam es w hich  they  played. 
I  hope they  w in  the  res t of the  games. By the  tim e 
this is published, th e  baske tba ll season w ill be 
over.

Also, by  th e  tim e th is le tte r  is p rin ted—spring 
w ill be he re  and  sum m er w ill not be fa r  away. A nd 
the spring and  sum m er season bring  back m any  
ou tdoor sports w hich  w e all enjoy. T here  w ill be 
baseball and  fishing and  h ik ing  and  picniking. Of 
course, w artim e conditions do no t pe rm it rec rea 
tion  on a la rge  scale, b u t w e w ill find  enough 
spare tim e to enjoy ourselves outdoors, anyw ay.

As th is le tte r  w ill m ost likely  appear in  the 
A pril issue of th e  M ladinski List, I u rge  all m em 
bers of our Circle to a t ten d  the  n ex t m eeting  on 
A pril 16.

DAVID ZORMAN, President.
* * *

O ur Circle is still m eeting  each th ird  S unday  of 
the  m onth  a t K apusin ’s Hall, a t  10:45 in the  m o rn 
ing. O ur m eetings are  fa ir ly  w ell attended.

I am  very  sorry  for n o t answ ering  m y pen  pa ls’ 
le tters , b u t  I  w ill as soon as I get enough time. 
I w an t to  say hello  to C atherine  G erovac and  
M illie P adar. I hope to get m ore p en  pals and  I 
w ill answ er them .

My brother, Johnny, was hom e on a ten -day  
furlough. We w ere surely  surprised  w hen  h e  came 
home. He came on Ja n u a ry  24 a t m idnight. J o h n 
ny  looks very  nice in his uniform . H e took some 
p ic tures of us in the  snow.

I like school v e ry  much. I jo ined a jun io r club 
recently , and  it su re ly  is a sw ell club. We saw  a 
p ic tu re  show  a t  school the  o ther day. In  conclu
sion, I w an t to send m y best regards to all ju v e 
niles of the Slovene N ational B enefit Society. The 
S N P J  rea lly  is a g rea t organization, and  I  am  
proud to be a m em ber of this Society.

M ILLIE  ZORMAN, Circle 1. ’
>1«

Juvenile Circle No. 47 Section
By M em bers of Circle No. 47, Johnstow n, Pa.

Mrs. Anne Bricely, M anager

The Y outh  of A m erica Circle No. 47 he ld  its 
reg u la r  m eeting  in an  ancient, ru ined  tomb. The 
tom b w as creepy looking and it gave you the 
chills w hen  you looked a t it. A fter  the re  w as no 
fu rth e r  business, the p residen t announced th a t  the 
m eeting  w as adjourned.

The children being curious, began to prow l 
a round  th e  place. A  sm all group of youngsters 
w ere  feeling along the  walls w hen  suddenly  a 
dark , n a rrow  passagew ay appeared  before the ir  
s ta rt led  eyes. They finally  m anaged  to tell this 
to the  o lder boys and  girls. T hen  they  all d e 
cided to explore this secre t way. A  long, slow 
procession en tered  the  d ark  passageway. Follow 
ing a w inding  crooked pa th  they  stopped and w ere 
suddenly  am azed w hen  a large, cavelike room 
loom ed before them . The room  w as filled w ith  
beautifu lly  decorated  E gyptian  m um m y cases.

One of the  m um m y cases—began to m ove and 
w alk  tow ards the  children. Terrified  they  tu rn ed  
and ran  back  from  w here  they  came. A sm all 
youngster tr ipped  and fell in th e  rush  and  ju s t as 
the  m um m y case w as upon her—I h ea rd  someone 
saying, “Nina, it is tim e to get up. Y ou’ll be la te 
for school.”



I  jum ped  up and  gazed around  and  I suddenly  
realized  th a t  it w as only a dream .

FRANCES STROZER, Treasurer.
* * *

H ere  a re  a few  A pril Events, events th a t  are 
know n to m ost of us, bu t a little  rem inder w ill not 
ha rm  anyone.

A pril 1—A pril Fool’s Day.
A pril 6—U.S. declared  w ar on G erm any, 1917.
A pril 9—E aster Sunday.
A pril 13—Thom as Jefferson, born  1743.
A pril 21—S panish-A m erican War, 1898.
A pril 27—Ulysses S. G rant, born  1822.

*  *  *

I am  10 years  old and am  in the  fou rth  grade. 
M y teacher’s nam e is Miss Geiger. She is a very  
nice teacher.

I am  very  glad I belong to the S N P J and Circle
47, and  w ould  th in k  th e  o ther children  are, too. 
The Y outh  of A m erica Circle h as  correspondence 
n igh t every  Tuesday and a fte r  the m eeting  we 
have play  night. Recently, w e had a skating  
party .

I am  going to w rite  in every  m onth. B est r e 
gards to all. JEN ET STROZER, Circle 47.

*  *  *

I am  sending in an article  taken  from  th e  N ew  
S tan d a rd  Encyclopedia. The article  is about 
Jean n e  A nto ine tte  Pisson Le N orm ant d ’Etioles, 
M arquise de Pom padour, one of the  m ost fam ous 
F rench  w om en in the  18th century. I hope you 
find  th e  description in teresting  for publication.

F or n ea rly  20 years, M adam e P om padour’s in 
fluence w as p redom inan t in all im portan t affairs 
of state, and no one was appointed  to office w ith 
out h er  consent. She was the  in te rm ed iary  b e 

tw een  the  m in iste rs and  the  king. She w as r e 
sponsible to a g rea t degree for the  expulsion of 
the Jesu its  from  France.

H ELEN  PIN ELLI, age 14.

*  *  *

H ere is a  b rief biography of Ulysses S. G rant, 
18th P res iden t of the  U nited S tates and  an  ou t
standing  G enera l in the  Civil War.

He was born  on A pril 27, 1822, in Ohio, and 
g radua ted  a t W est P o in t in 1843. H e w as so suc
cessful in the  Civil W ar th a t  he  v ir tua lly  forced 
the su rrender of G eneral Lee, leader of the  Con
federa te  A rm y. H e w as elected P res iden t of the 
U nited  S tates in 1868. F or a long tim e he lived 
a t Galina, Illinois.

Ulysses S. G ran t died on Ju ly  23, 1885. He was 
a kindly, sym pathe tic  and honorab le m an  in all 
his dealings. BETTY JA N E DYBA, age 14.

Juvenile Singing Club in 

Cleveland Seeks Name
Offers Prizes of $15 and $10—Contest Effective lo 

June 1st

A  few  m onths ago, a juven ile  singing club, con
sisting of m em bers of the  SN PJ, was organized 
by the  C leveland S N P J Federation . A t the  p res 
en t tim e the re  are  approxim ate ly  70 m em bers en 
rolled in the  club.

As y e t th is organization of juvenile  singers has 
no t been  given a nam e. Therefore, the  Cleveland 
F edera tion  is sponsoring a contest for th e  readers 
of the  M ladinski L ist to help select a su itable nam e 
for the group.

Two prizes a re  offered— $15 for f irs t p lace and 
$10 for second. T here is no lim it as to n um ber of 
nam es one m ay suggest. The nam e w ill be chosen 
by the  com m ittee in charge and  all en tries m ust 
be in by  June 1, 1S44. The w inners  w ill be a n 
nounced in the  A ugust issue of the  M ladinski List.

RULES:
1. A ll partic ipan ts  m ust be S N P J Juven ile  

m em bers.
2. If  m ore th a n  one suggestion is m ade by the 

sam e m em ber, en te r  each on a separate 
sheet of paper.

3. A ll nam e suggestions m ust be p r in ted  or 
typed  and signed w ith  the  m e m b er’s nam e, 
address, age and  Lodge n u m b er (in ink).

4. N am e suggestions can be e ither  in Slovene 
or English.

5. A ll en tries m ust be  sent to the  S ecre tary  of 
th e  C leveland S N P J Federation , Mrs. Jo 
sephine T ratnik , 1116 E. 71 S treet, C leveland
3, Ohio Mrs. JO SE P H IN E  TRATNIK.

A nd then  th e re  w as the  defense w orke r who 
w rote to a friend, “A m  having  a w onderfu l tim e 
and a half.”W A SHIN G  D ISH ES—By Harmon.
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Congratulations ,  SNPJ, on Your 40th Anniversary!
In  the  m onth  of Ju ly , 1942, the  M ladinski List 

ce lebrated  its tw en tie th  b irthday . In  Ju n e  of the 
follow ing year, th e  Juven ile  Circles observed the ir  
f ifth  anniversary . In  A pril of this year, w e w ill 
honor th e  S N P J  on its fo rtie th  b irthday . To each 
and  everyone of us, who a re  m em bers, th is  b ir th 
day  is of g rea te r  significance th a n  any  other. Ju s t 
w h a t does it m ean  to you?

To me, th is b ir th d ay  m arks fo rty  years of sp len 
d id w orkm anship , co-operation and  patience on 
th e  p a r t  of the  m em bers of th e  S uprem e Board. 
I t  w as th rough  th e ir  carefu l p lann ing  th a t  the  
S N P J  has been  able to m a in ta in  its h igh standing. 
I t  w as la rge ly  th rough  the ir  efforts th a t  th e  S N P J 
has been able to a t tra c t  such a large m em bership .

E ver since it w as founded, the  S N P J  has p ro 
v ided a good m easure  of security  for every  m em 
ber. In  case of illness or disability, benefits have 
been paid  to those insu red  and  unab le  to do any  
w ork. H owever, the Society has by  no m eans de 
vo ted  itself en tire ly  to th e  aid of th e  adu lt  m em 
bers. I t  has also been deeply  concerned abou t the 
fu tu re  of its juven ile  m em bers.

You m ay  see in  th e  J u ly  (1942) issue of th e  M. L. 
th a t  it took alm ost a y ea r  to p rep a re  all th e  nec 
essary  steps for th e  firs t appearance of th e  M. L. 
in  Ju ly , 1922. The a im  th e n  w as very  s im ilar to 
the  one today— “To m ake m en  and  w om en out of 
th e  li ttle  boys and  girls.”

As th e  years ro lled  by, th e  M. L. stead ily  im 
proved. M ore and  m ore  m em bers  becam e in te r 
ested  and  contribu ted . H ow ever, th is  is no t all 
th a t  can be said. F rom  th e  h earts  of every  con

tr ib u to r  come the  g ra ti tu d e  for the  prizes they  have 
received. A t first, aw ards w ere  m ade in cash, b u t 
shortly  a f te r  A m erica’s en trance  in W orld W ar II, 
i t  w as decided th a t  these aw ards be given in the 
form  of w ar  savings stam ps. The aw ards w e r e 
ceive in  th is w ay  m ean  m ore to us w hen  w e know  
th a t  they  are  helping to w in  th e  w ar.

A lthough w e have  no Juven ile  Circle in  our 
tow n  as yet, and  th e  possibility  still rem ains to be 
seen, th e re  a re  hopes. I read  of all the  Circle ac
tiv ities in th e  M. L. and  P rosve ta  and, as I  read  
them , an  inexpressib le  feeling runs th rough  me. 
W hat a w onderfu l ta sk  those boys and  girls are  
doing to s tren g th en  th e  bond of un ity  th a t  exists 
am ong the  m em bers!

No doub t you hav e  read  a t some tim e or ano ther  
about the  h igh ra te  of juven ile  delinquency  in 
m an y  sections of our nation. Innocent children  
come in contact w ith  “bad  com pany.” Since the re  
is no o ther place for th em  to go, they, too, develop 
the  desire to steal and  become a m enace to th e ir  
neighborhood. In  some cases pa ren ts  care little  
about the ir  children; b u t in o ther cases, paren ts  
are  too busy, th e y  have  very  little  tim e to devote 
to them . C onsequently , the ir  children  become 
w orse and, sooner or la ter, are  sentenced to stand  
tr ia l in juvenile  courts. M any of them  are  sen 
tenced to som ething m uch  worse.

In  m y opinion, this is one of m any  cases for 
w hich a Juven ile  Circle m ay  be a t least a p artia l 
rem edy. I feel qu ite  sure th a t  un d er  the  careful 
guidance of capable advisers, Circle m em bers can 
help  m any  children to keep  out of mischief. W ith 
various Circle activ ities going on, youngsters have 
li ttle  tim e to th in k  of mischief. P erhaps  some 
tow ns have a lready  w itnessed  such a situation. If 
so, I th ink  it w ould be very  in teresting  to subm it 
to the  M. L. A good exam ple  m igh t possibly en 
courage the  organization of S N P J Juven ile  C ir 
cles in m any  towns.

In  all possibilities though, th e  m ost m em orable 
incident to m any  fam ilies of th e  S N P J is the  one 
a t w hich  a star, or two, or th ree  w ere added to 
th e  Society’s service flag in  recognition of the 
fa ther, son or b ro th e r  the  fam ily  m ay  have given. 
The nu m b er  of m em bers who are  serving U ncle 
Sam  is increasing daily, b u t  up to da te  th e re  are  
n ea rly  5000. They can be sure  th a t  the  SN PJ, as 
w ell as th e  fam ilies they  left behind, a re  p roud  of 
them!

The above are m ere ly  a few  of the  achievem ents 
of the  S N PJ. No doubt, I have failed to stress 
m any  im portan t points. I t  w ould  tak e  pages an-i 
pages for a person, w ell acquain ted  w ith  the  h is 
to ry  of the  S N PJ, to tell ju s t exactly  w h a t it has 
done, w h a t i t  is doing, and w h a t it p lans to  do. I 
am  sure  th a t  all m em bers jo in  m e in congra tu la t
ing you, SNPJ.. and  accept our sincere w ishes for 
a  prosperous fu ture!

ZORA GOSTOVICH, 15, Lodge 297, 
Box 531, Raton, N ew  Mexico.



Our Pen Pals Write
(Naši čilaleljčki pišejo)

JOHNNIE IS A FRESHMAN
D ear Editor:—I h av e n ’t w ritte n  to  this fine 

m agazine for a long tim e. In  fact, I  th in k  it has 
been  about a year. This y ea r  I  am  going to try  
and  w rite  m ore often. I go to A rm a H igh School 
and  am  a freshm an. H igh school surely  is d iffer
en t th a n  g rade  school was. O ur school had  a very  
good football te am  th is year; they  d idn ’t  lose 
one game. I  am  tak ing  a genera l course: English, 
a lgebra, general science and  m anual. I  w as e lect
ed as a rep resen ta tive  of the  f reshm an  class; two 
w ere elected from  each class, a boy and  a girl.

I also p lay  accordion. I  p lay  m any  kinds of* 
songs. I have  been  playing accordion fo r about 
th ree  years. My m usic teacher is Prof. C atanzaro 
of P ittsburg , Kans. I  like h im  v ery  well. Som e
tim es he  gets angry  because I  don’t  s tudy  m y  les
son. U sually  I  p ractice abou t tw o hours a day.

I a t ten d  the  m eetings of our Circle 11 as often 
as I can. P rizes a re  given a t each m eeting. O ur 
Circle has been v ery  successful during  1943 and  I 
hope it w ill be even b e t te r  du ring  1944. I am  vice 
p residen t of th e  Circle. We m eet each firs t S unday  
of the  m onth  a t 2 p. m. I hope to  see m ore le tte rs  
from  K ansas in  th e  M. L.— Johnnie Ziberi (13), 
R.F.D. 3, Box 1512, G irard, Kansas. (Circle 11)

*

THANKS AGAIN
D ear E dito r:—I ju s t received  the  ML and  en 

joyed it v ery  m uch. I  hope m y  last le tte r  w ill 
be published. I also w an t to th a n k  th e  S N P J 
again for th e  dollar w a r  stam p. I t  is help ing  m e 
buy  ano ther  w a r  bond. T h an k  you  all very , very  
much.

Today I  ju s t got m y  rep o rt card. I t  w asn ’t  so 
bad. I passed to 9A. Boy, am  I glad! Som etim es 
I  get d isgusted w ith  school and  som etim es I  like it. 
I  had  some sw ell teachers  in  9B, a t  least, they  
w ere swell to me.

Before I close I w an t to say hello to m y  pen  
Pals, R oberta  A dam s, H elen K rm potich , P au line  
Vucich, and  m an y  others. I  also w an t to  th a n k  
D orothy M ae Isk ra  for w riting  to me. M y best 
regards to one and  all. A  proud  S N P J  m em ber— 
Mary Ann Rudich, 163 B aker St., A liquippa, Pa. 
(Lodge 122)

♦

A NNA FELT GUILTY
D ear Editor:—W hen I came hom e from  school 

today  and  saw  the  ML on th e  table, I  ju s t  ra n  to 
get it. B u t w hen  I  looked th rough  it  and saw  
so m any  of th e  nam es th a t  a re  in  alm ost every  
m onth, I  ju s t fe lt so rt of guilty . The reason  for 
this is because I  d idn ’t  w rite  for qu ite  a long 
while, b u t  I hope to w rite  m ore  often  a f te r  this.

Both of m y  bro thers, Pfc. Carlo  an d  Pfc. Boze- 
d ar  Bukovac and  m y  sister, Dorothy, w ere  all 
hom e for th e  holidays. We w ere  all g lad to have 
them  hom e w ith  us. I  hope it w ill n o t  be  long

before they  can be hom e not ju s t for a few  days 
b u t always.

O ur teacher, Mrs. McDough, has fo rm ed  a club 
in  our room. The nam e chosen by th e  class is, 
The Young A m ericans L ib ra ry  Club. We m eet 
each Friday, and  w ith  th e  m oney  (2c dues) col
lected from  the club, lib ra ry  books are bought. 
A fte r  our room  has read  th e  books th e y  a re  sen t 
up to th e  office for the  o ther rooms to read.

I w onder w hy  Em il Yaksic doesn’t w rite  to the  
M. L. Come on, Emil, get busy. I  w an t to say 
hello to M arie G u n te r  w ho is a s teady  w ri te r  to 
me. A n d  how  abou t some pen  pals? I  prom ise 
to answ er all cards and  le tte rs  as soon as I  can. 
I rem ain  a p roud  S N P J  m em ber—-Anna Bukovac 
(14), R.D. 1, Box 232, A dah, Pa. (Lodge 269)

*

OUR HAYRIDE PARTY
D ear E ditor:—This is m y  th ird  le t te r  to th e  M. 

L. On N ew  Y ear’s D ay our Circle h ad  a hayride  
party . We h ired  a w agon and  tw o horses and 
rode around  our town. T hen  w e w en t to the 
hom e of our m anager, Mr. Zigman, and  in his 
yard  w e b u il t  a fire  and roasted  w iennies and  
potatoes. We also h ad  buns, cookies and  candy. 
We h ad  a dance Jan . 2 and  one on Jan . 23.

A t our last m eeting  w e elected officers. Joe  
Sedm ack is our president, P au l W inseck is vice 
president, P a u l Posega is secretary , I  am  recording 
secretary, F ra n k  Tomsic is treasurer, Jo h n  Z igm an 
is se rgeant-a t-arm s, Ju s tin e  Sedm ack is adviser, 
and  Mr. Jo h n  Z igm an is m anager.

O ur C hristm as p a r ty  w en t over big. We are  
p lanning  to  have  a ska ting  party .—Mildred Jane 
Posega (12), Box 117, S trabane, Pa. (Circle 19)

»

WANTS MORE SNAPSHOTS
D ear Editor:— So m a 

ny  of m y  p en  pals ask 
m e for m y  pic ture. I 
responded by sending 
ou t m any  b u t I  don’t 
have  e n o u g h  to  go 
around. I am  th e re 
fore enclosing a snap 
shot for rep roduction  in 
th e  M. L. I w ish  to 
th an k  all m y  pen  pals 
th a t  answ ered  m y re 
quest for snapshots in 
the  D ecem ber issue of 
the  M. L. I w an t to say 

hello  to all m y  m any  p en  pals. Also to F rank ie  
F urlan , Zora Gostovich, Louise Lekse, A nn Nochi, 
A nn Milinazzo, A nn  Stibil, S teffie Taucher, Do
ro th y  Tomazin, N ita  Mae V idm ar, N ancy Zapol- 
ski, Agnes Skep, F lorence Alich, E leanor Anzel, 
L orra ine  Barick, Jen n ie  Klim p, M artha  Gasser, 
M ary Hevalo, S tephan ia  K ober, A nnm arie  S ta b 
ler, and  to th e  res t of the  pen  pals whose nam es 
I h av e n ’t  m entioned.

M ost of th e  boys from  this tow n  are  now  se rv 
ing in th e  a rm ed  forces. M y friend, P vt. F ra n k  
J. T urka lj, is sta tioned  a t  F o rt Ord, Calif. I  b e 
lieve he has con tribu ted  several le tte rs  to this



m agazine. By the  w ay, I w a n t to w ish  Zora Gos- 
tovich, M ary Hevalo, S tephan ia  Kober, an d  Louise 
L ekse a very  happy  b irthday , whose b irthdays are 
in M arch.

I w ould like to rep ea t m y  reques t for m ore 
snapshots. So, pen  pals, I w ill be looking fo rw ard  
into receiv ing your snapshots, if I have  no t a lready  
received  one from  you. T hank ing  you all in  a d 
vance. I also w an t to th a n k  E dna S lupek  from  
M cIntyre, Pa., and E the l M arie Chase from  Eve- 
leth, Minn., for th e ir  le tters. W ill t ry  to answ er 
them  if possible. So long, pen  pals and  ML re a d 
ers.—Edward William Kroper (17), Box 384, Y u 
kon, Pa. (Lodge 729)

*

FRANCES IS GRATEFUL
D ear Editor:—W hat a th r il l  it was to see my 

b ro th e r ’s p ic tu re  in th e  J a n u a ry  (issue of this fine 
m agazine. I w ould  like to tak e  th is t im e and 
space to th a n k  you m ost k ind ly  for p rin tin g  his 
p icture. A fte r  spending seven w eeks for h is  basic 
tra in ing  a t P arr is  Island, S. C., he was g ran ted  a 
ten-days furlough. (I’m  speaking of m y  b ro ther  
Jo h n  F. Ambrožič.) H e then  w en t to C am p Le- 
jeune, N ew  River, N. C., w here  he  took a special 
course in electronics. U pon com pletion of his 
studies he  was thansfe rred  to C herry  Point, N. C.

On C hristm as eve, Jo h n  le ft C herry  P o in t h ea d 
ed  for San Diego, Calif. H e w ro te  'home th a t  he 
h ad  a few  stops in various cities am ong w hich 
w ere  N ew  Orleans, El Paso and  Los Angeles. He 
w as then  sen t overseas and  is now  in th e  S outh  
Pacific area. On his b irthday , w hich  w as Feb. 22, 
he  w as 19 years old. H e has been a m em ber of 
th e  S N P J  for 18 years.

I am  now  in the  fifth  grade. My teachers’ nam es 
a re  Miss Bane, Miss Philips, Miss McKean, and 
Miss P re tchard . I have  ten  subjects, w riting , 
spelling, geography, h istory, health , art, music, 
arithm etic , read ing  and  English. I have  been  on 
t'he honor roll, and  am  on it  now  also. I  like 
school v e ry  much. I have tw o new  pen  pals, 
F rances K ordan  and Violet D ugar. I w ould  like 
to  say hello to all m y  pen pals.— Frances Ambro
žič (10), R. D. 5, Box 424, Crafton, Pa. (Lodge 88)

*

"FROM DOWN THERE"
D ear E ditor:—This is m y  second le t te r  to the 

M. L. The firs t le tte r  seem ed so d ifficult fo r m e 
to w rite , b u t  I ’m  glad i t ’s over. I  w an t to say 
hello to m y  pen  pals. I also w ould  like a few  
m ore pen  pals from  Texas and  Tennessee. I hope 
som eone dow n th e re  who is in terested  to corres
pond w ith  m e w ould  w rite . I ’ve alw ays been  in 
te rested  in Texas and  Tennessee. H ere ’s hoping 
I get some pen  pals from  “dow n th e re .” R egards 
to all.—Pauline Ann Ruparcic, Box 77, T ire Hill, 
Pa. (Lodge 289)

*

MY VICTORY PIN
D ear Editor:—I w an t to th a n k  th e  S N P J  fo r g iv 

ing m e such a lovely V ictory  pin. I w as so su r 
p rised  to  see m y  nam e published  in  this w o n d er
fu l m agazine. I  w an t to say hello to m y  p en  pals, 
M arion  W idgay and  Jo an  Finco. I  w ish I  could

have a few  m ore pen  pals. I ’ll answ er all le tters  
p rom ptly .

I am  still continuing m y tap  dancing, piano, and 
singing lessons. I  enjoy it very  much. I hope m y 
artic le  about “B ird  D ay” w ill also be  published.
I am  ru n n in g  ou t of words, so I’ll close again 
thank ing  the  S N P J  and  th e  ML for the  pin. Best 
regards to all.— Grace Ann Gerdanc (12), 4933 W. 
24t’h  St., Cicero 50, 111. (Lodge 559)

*

WALTER IS A MECHANIC
D ear E ditor:—This is m y  second le t te r  to the 

M. L. I h av en ’t  been w riting  to th is  fine m ag a 
zine as I should. I ’ll be w riting  m ore often. In  
m y firs t le tte r  I told you th a t  I w as going to school 
b u t since then  I quit. I’m  now  w orking as an 
au to  m echanic in th e  Rangecroft F lo tow  Corp., a 
large Ford  dealer.

M y S N P J lodge 465 has no Juven ile  Circle b e 
cause th e re  a re n ’t  enough juveniles to join. I 
w ish  th e re  w ere  some w ay of jo in ing one.

In  t'he sum m er I like to take  pictures. I ’ve got 
dozens of p ic tures of ra ilroad  scenery  I ’ve taken. 
I ’ve got a closeup of the  “400” . I have m any  pic
tu res  of n a tu re  study. I am  looking fo rw ard  to 
sum m er so I can go sw im m ing and  fishing.— 
Walter Wells (16), 4712 N. Beacon St., Chicago, 111. 
(Lodge 465)

*

"MY NATIVE LAND"
D ear E dito r:—True, b u t  seem ingly  unreal, half 

the  school yea r  has been endured, and  the  second 
half  w ill also soon come to its end. T h a t w ill be 
in May, then  tests again. B u t w hy  cross the  bridge 
before w e get to it?

A t one of the  lodge m eetings a collection was 
made, the  purpose of w hich  w as to purchase five 
copies of “My N ative L an d ” by Louis Adamic. 
The sm all add itional am oun t needed  w as tak en  
from  the  treasury . The in ten tion  w as to get one 
in Slovene, one in  C roatian, and  th ree  in English; 
bu t as the  S lovene and  C roatian  publications are 
still incom plete, w e w ere  sen t five copies in E ng 
lish. To be sure, everyone read ing  the  books en 
joys them  im m ensely. I am  one of those u n 
fo rtuna te  individuals. The older people who came 
from  Jugoslav ia  apprecia te  the  books more, of 
course. They are  acquain ted  w ith  t'heir native 
country  and  can, therefore , u n d ers ta n d  its p ro b 
lem s better.

As usual, I m u s t m ention  m y  pen  pals. V ery  
few  have  w ri t te n  for cards b u t several have  asked 
m e to correspond w ith  them . N atura lly , as is the  
case w ith  me, I find  it necessary  to refuse tem po 
rarily , a t  least. My studies a re  occupying so m uch 
of m y  tim e th a t  I can’t even spare enough tim e 
for correspondence. Of all the  cards I have, none 
are  from  countries outside th e  U nited  States. I 
th in k  it w ould  be v ery  in teresting  to receive cards 
from  our sou thern  neighbors as w e w ill soon be 
study ing  about them . N evertheless, I  am  th a n k 
fu l to all m y  pen  pals fo r th e ir  cards. M y one 
am bition  in th e  n ea r  fu tu re  is to correspond w itn  
those who have  w ri tte n  to me. Success is bound 
to come, sooner or later, I hope.



W ith regards to all m y pen  pals and  to ML con
tributors, I  rem ain  a p roud  S N P J m em ber— Zora 
Gosiovich (15), Box 531, Raton, N ew  Mexico. 
(Lodge 297)

•

HELLO TO PEN PALS
D ear E ditor:—This is m y  second le tte r  to the 

M. L. I finally  decided th a t  I should  w rite. Q uite 
some tim e ago some of our Circle m em bers, in 
cluding m y  sis ter and  myself, sang for a local 
club. I certa in ly  can say th a t  I w as scared.

I am  in the  seven th  grade. My heigh t is 4 ft. 
7 in. My teacher is Mrs. Corbin, b u t she w as in 
the  hosp ital and  h asn ’t re tu rn ed  to school yet. I 
hope she re tu rn s  soon. I have received a few  p en 
pal le tte rs  th rough  this magazine. I ’d like to say 
hello to R osem arie S trukel, G race A nn Gerdanc, 
Jo an  Benedict, M ildred K lepec and A lbena Finco. 
I hope A lbena w ill answ er m y le tte r  soon. By the 
way, m y hobby is collecting movie s ta rs’ pictures.

I  w ish  th e  m em bers  of Circle 40 w ould  w rite. 
N obody from  G ow anda seems to like to w rite. I 
w ould like a few  m ore pen  pals betw een  the  ages 
of 11 and  13. Best regards.-—Marion Widgay (11), 
31 P a lm er  St., G owanda, N. Y. (Circle 40)

*

WAR BONDS AND STAMPS
D ear E ditor:—H ere I am  again  w riting  to this 

fine m agazine. I am  still try ing  to get a le tte r  in 
every  m onth . A t our las t m eeting  w e h ad  r e 
freshm ents and  a few  discussions about the  new  
year.

A re  all you m em bers doing your share  in the 
War effort, buying  bonds and  stam ps and  saving 
tin  cans and  paper?

I only have one pen  pal left. I  had  ano ther  
from  Ohio b u t I guess he got discouraged because 
I d idn’t  w rite  to him , as I lost his address and  
couldn’t  w rite. I ’m  now  w riting  to M arion W id
gay who lives in N ew  York. Best regards to all. 
—Rosemarie Strukel, 202 F aya l Road, Eveleth, 
Minn. (Lodge 650)

*

JUNIOR COMMANDOS
D ear E ditor:—I h av en ’t  w ritte n  to the  M ladin 

ski L ist for qu ite  some tim e or a ttended  Circle 
m eetings lately. I en joy  read ing  the  ML very  
much. We are  try in g  to do our p a r t  for th e  w ar 
effort. We have  an  organization of a large group 
°f  Ju n io r  Com m andos. We collect scran, paper, 
tin  cans, etc. I am  enclosing a poem. I would 
like some pen  pals. R egards to all.-—Dorothy 
Huier, R. D. 3, Box 157, Johnstow n, Pa. (Circle 47)

*

THE EHS CANTEEN
D ear Editor:—I saw  m y firs t le tte r  in the  ML 

so I  though t I ’d w rite  again. Eveleth  has sta rted  
a youth  organization for th e  h igh school students, 
called th e  Y outh  Canteen. T here a re  pop, candy, 
and hot-dog stands in one corner and  all a round  
the  edges of the  room  are  tab les and  chairs. There 
is dancing and  a floor show  each time. The boys 
w ho don’t  dance e i th e r  s tand  or sit te lling  jokes 
° r  p lay ing  cards.

The can teen  opens a t  seven o’clock and  it is

a f te r  tw elve w hen  the  las t group of s tudents 
leave. The can teen  is open every  S atu rday  night. 
On the  o ther nites, ska ting  is in progress dow n 
the  hippodrom e; th e re  is also hockey.

F rom  the  above you can see th a t  th e  h igh  school 
s tudents in our tow n  have  a  sw ell opportun ity  to 
re lax  and  play. A nd now  I ’ll say  so long un til 
n ex t time.—Jacob Kokaly, 715 N orth  Court, E ve
leth, Minn. (Lodge 69)

*

EASTER GREETINGS
D ear Editor:—I am  again  w riting  to th is sw ell 

magazine. I t is now  getting  to be a hab it  w riting  
to the M. L.

In school w e h ad  a bond ra lly  for th e  F o u rth  
W ar Loan drive. We sold over $2,000 in bonds 
and  stamps.

By the  tim e th is  le tte r  w ill be p r in ted — in the  
A pril issue— it w ill be nearly  E aster  time. I am 
closing and  giving m y E aster  g reetings to eve ry 
one.—Delma Tomsic (15), B lack D iam ond, W ash. 
(Lodge 57)

*

RECEIVED MANY LETTERS
D ear Editor:—I ’ve again found tim e to w rite  to 

this g rand  m agazine. I hope I ’ll have  enough 
spare tim e to w rite  a le tte r  every  m onth.

My bro ther-in -law , A ugust Palito, recen tly  in 
ducted  into the  Navy, is now  serv ing  overseas. 
My little  niece celebrated  h e r  firs t b ir th d ay  Feb. 4.

R ecently  I  received so m any  le tte rs  from  new  
pen  pals th a t  I  couldn’t answ er all of them . I 
w ish  to say hello to all new  and  old pen  pals. 
Regards.—Mildred Ravnikar (13), 1822 W. Jackson 
Blvd., Chicago 12, 111. (Lodge 631)

*

EDDY LIKES BASKETBALL
D ear E ditor:— I am  w riting  to the  ML for the 

fifth  time. My nam e is E dw ard  P e tr ie  and  I  go 
to O liver H azard  P e rry  school. I  passed into th e  
7A in Ja n u ary . The subjects th a t  w e hav e  are  
English, m athem atics, gym, shop, social studies, 
science, music, personality , and  art. I  like gym  
and  shop best. In  gym  w e p lay  basketball. F irs t 
we do 30 laps of the  gym  w hich is abou t one- 
eighth  of a m ile of running, then  w e m arch  and 
play  a few  games. I w ill w rite  every  m onth  if 
possible. B est w ishes to all.—Ed Petrie (12), 19108 
M uskoka, C leveland, Ohio.

*

SIX UNCLES IN SERVICE
D ear E ditor:—H ere I am  again, and  a very  

pleased and p roud  m em ber of th e  S N PJ. I w as 
th rilled  w hen  I  got a certificate  of aw ard  a t  our 
regu la r  m eeting. I hope it is ju s t the  f irs t of such 
aw ards and  I in tend  to cherish  it  always. I  w as 
also very  pleased to see m y  b aby  b ro th e r’s p ic tu re  
in the  J a n u a ry  issue of the  M. L. H e is grow ing 
fast an d  w hen  m o ther  takes a new  p ic tu re  of h im  
I shall send it in. In  m y  last le tte r  I said I h ad  
two uncles in  the  service, now  I have  five uncles 
in th e  A rm y  and  one in the  Navy. I w ish to  add 
th a t  w e h a d  a g rand  tim e a t  ou r  last m eeting. 
Best regards to all.—Romaine Urbas, Box 173, 451 
V iew  Ave., S trabane, Pa.



THE ORIGIN OF THE WORLD
(Continued.)

We have as yet found no rem ains giv
ing the direct basis for conclusions on 
the subject; but, judging by the analogy 
(not by any means a conclusive method) fu r
nished by the history of o ther large animals 
now living alongside of m an—such as the 
horse, the rhinoceros, the tapir, the wolf, the 
hyena, and the bear—it is not improbable 
th a t it was in the rem ote period know n as 
the  lower Miocene—rem ote even as com
pared w ith  the gravels in which eoliths oc
cur—that N atural Selection began to favor 
th a t increase in the  size of the  brain  of a 
large and not very pow erful semi-erect ape, 
which eventuated, after some hundreds of 
thousands of years, in the breeding-out of a 
being w ith  a relatively  enormous brain-case, 
a skilful hand, and an inveterate  tendency 
to throw  stones, flourish sticks, protect him 
self in caves, and in general to defeat aggres
sion, and satisfy his n a tu ra l appetites by the 
use of his wits, ra th e r  than  by strength  alone, 
in which, however, he was not deficient.”

CHAPTER XXII 

The Conclusion of the Maiier

A fter the words of the great Sir Ray Lan- 
kester, I feel th a t anything I can say is feeble 
and unnecessary. He tells you how the his
to ry  of m an began far back in the life of the  
globe, and how m an developed from  the low, 
bestial cave-dweller to the  god-like creature 
of today. That is w hat gives us hope for the 
future. The whole life of the globe has been 
one long, slow, painful climb, from  slime- 
speck to philosopher, from a protoplasmic 
globule to an intellectual giant.

We have all been deceived by the hum an 
tendency to th ink tha t past days w ere better 
than  the present. The old m an looks back to 
the days of his childhood, and he thinks tha t 
the  world was better  w hen he was young 
than  it is now. He thinks th a t the  m en of 
his boyhood w ere stronger and braver and 
nobler than  the m en of today, and he talks 
about the  “good old tim es.” Old m en have 
been the w orld’s historians, and they  have so 
glorified the past—the olden times—th a t we 
have all been hypnotized into the idea that

the golden age of the  world was in the  olden 
times. But my story will have shown you 
that the whole history of the  earth  has been 
one of gradual development, of progress, of 
slow and painful climbing through the ages.

Not only have the  hills and the mountains, 
the  rivers and the stars, the  trees and the 
cattle, the beasts and the  birds, been develop
ing, bu t m an himself—his m ind and his body 
—have been developing. The Hindu of long, 
long ago sang tru ly  w hen he said:—

Slow  grows th e  splendid  p a t te rn  th a t  it plans 
Its w istfu l hands betw een.
This is its w o rk  upon th e  th ings you  see.
The unseen  th ings a re  m ore; m en’s hearts  and 

minds,
The thoughts of peoples, and  the ir  w ays and  wills— 
These, too, the  g rea t L aw  binds.

I hope you have seen, as you have been 
reading, tha t all things w ork in response to 
Law! And the laws of N ature  are few and 
simple. You will see, in w hatever direction 
you look, th a t everything has developed from 
the simple to the complex, and tha t nothing 
abides for long. In the olden time, in the 
far back time, the Egyptians built pyramids, 
and raised the  loveliest buildings tha t ever 
had been seen. Yet, if you trace their  his
tory  back, you will find th a t their  m ighty 
civilization came from  the simple savage. 
The beautiful carvings of their syenite col
um ns w ere bu t the imitations of the  papyrus 
plants w ith  which their  ancestors adorned 
their huts. The fluted columns in enduring 
stone w ere bu t the rem em brance of the bun 
dles of reeds bound together w ith  which the 
early  Egyptians made their  simple dwellings. 
Before the  Egyptians had learned the use of 
m etals they  had stone tools, as q ther savages 
had; and the  first m etal tools they used were 
m ade in the form  of the  stone tools which 
their  ancestors had used for countless ages 
before them.

( C o n t i n u e d )

Teacher: This essay you  w ro te  abou t your
m other, is th e  sam e as your b ro th e r ’s. W hy is 
that?

Jo hnny : Well, th a t ’s because w e both  have the 
sam e m other.



PEN PALS
COME ON, BOYS!

D ear E ditor:—I t ’s t im e th a t  I w rite  again to 
this sw ell m agazine. I ’m  sorry  I d idn’t  w rite  to 
the ML sooner bu t I was qu ite  busy. I w ill try  
to w rite  every  m onth  from  now on.

Some of m y pen  pals asked w hen  my b ir th d ay  is. 
It is Feb. 5. By the  tim e this is published  I will 
be 15. I w an t to say hello to all m y  pen  pals. I 
would like to have some pen  pals from  out of the 
U nited States, and  also p ic tures from  all m y  pen 
pals.

W hat’s th e  m a tte r  w ith  all the  boys around  15 
and  up? They should  w rite  to this w onderfu l m ag 
azine. Come on, boys. Best regards to all ML 
readers.—Mary Lou Primožič (15), 503 S ix th  St., 
Trafford, Pa.

*

WE BUY WAR BONDS
D ear Editor:— I w as glad to see m y le tte r  in t'he 

M. L. O ur school and  our room are su rely  doing 
“sw ell” for the  4th w ar loan drive. Thus fa r  our 
room has m ore th a n  300 dollars w orth  of bonds 
and  stamps.

I w ould  like to have pen  pals from  the  W est and 
I ’ll send them  a p ic tu re  of myself, and m aybe one 
to the  M. L. I rem ain  a proud  m em ber of the 
S N P J—Anna M. Sellinger (13), Box 15, M erritts- 
town, Pa. (Lodge 744)

*

SHADYSIDE, OHIO
D ear E ditor:—This is m y  second le tte r  to this 

fine m agazine. I  am  w riting  to tell you a little 
new s from  a w onderfu l little  tow n  in  Ohio th a t  
was no ted  for m aking  caskets before the  war. 
M aybe some of you have h eard  of Shadyside. It 
is a nice li ttle  town. I t  has  a few  grocery stores, 
a theater, postoffice, d rug  store and  a n u m b e r  of 
beau tifu l li ttle  houses. If some of you w ould  visit 
S hadyside you  w ould  agree w ith  m e w hen  I say 
it is a nice li ttle  town.

I am  a m em ber of S N P J  lodge 258, am  16 years 
of age, have brow n hair, b row n  eyes, and  am  5 
feet 4% inches tall. Being a sophom ore a t  S hady 
side High School, I have been appointed  Vice P re s 
ident of our class, of w hich I am  very  proud.

I w ill w rite  again to this m agazine to tell m ore 
of m yself and our w onderfu l little  tow n— S hady 
side.—Anne Lovrich (16), 418 W. 43rd St., S hady 
side, Ohio. (Lodge 258)

♦
HAPPY EIRTHDAY, HELEN!

D ear Editor:—I d idn ’t go to school from  Jan. 28 
to Feb. 7. I h ad  sinus in m y  r igh t eye. I t  is g e t
ting b e t te r  now. My favorite  radio program s are 
Blondie, H en ry  A ldrich, B urns and Allen, and Ju d y  
Canova. My favorite  m ovie stars are Ju d y  G ar 
land, George M urphy, M ickey Rooney, and  D eana 
D urbin. My b ro th e r  and s is ter-in -law  saw  Nancy 
K elly  and P reston  F oster in  person.

M y fa th e r  bought about a thousand  dollars of 
w ar  bonds. W e also save tin  cans and w e collected 
m any tin  cans already.

M y b ir th d ay  is on A pril 2, and I would like to 
see this le tte r  in the  A pril issue. I w ill be 13 years 
old. I  w ould  like to have a b ir th d ay  party . I am

saving m y m oney to buy  a w ris t watch. I am  en 
closing m y p ic tu re  tak en  in school last year. Best 
regards.—Helen Petrovič, R.D. 5, Box 362, C rafton 
Branch, P ittsburgh , Pa. (Lodge 166)

*

SNOW IN ARKANSAS
D ear E ditor:—O ur school has bought a jeep d u r 

ing t'he bond drive. We collected about 500 pounds 
of paper for the  scrap drive. O ur school has also 
bought about $200 w orth  of w ar  bonds in  th e  last 
drive.

Last Ja n u a ry  w e have had  about 10 inches of 
snow, the  largest snow fall since 1923. The snow 
stayed on the  ground  for abou t 10 days. My 
b ro ther Johnn ie  was transfe rred  to Cam p Chaffee, 
w hich is abou t 8 m iles from  home.— Willie Čretnik 
(13), R. 2, Box 425, Ft. Sm ith, A rk. (Lodge 24)

*

SCHOOL CONTEST

D ear Editor:—In our las t school assem bly  (Fern- 
dale High) w e had a very  in teresting  program . 
E ight persons w ere  chosen from  t'he s tu d en t body 
to act as contestants for a quiz program . Regular 
m usical and general questions w ere asked. Prizes 
w ere given to the  boy and girl who answ ered  the  
most questions correctly. The p rogram  w as liked 
by all the  students.

I now  have n ine pen pals and  I am  very  glad 
to correspond w ith  them . T h a t’s all I have  to say 
for now. R egards to all.—Frances Strozar (14), 
R.D. 3, Box 245, Johnstow n, Pa. (Circle 47)

•

COME ON, CLEVELANDERS!
D ear E ditor:— This is m y second le tte r  to  this 

fine m agazine, and I don’t know  how  to thank  
you for publish ing m y firs t le tter. O ur exam s 
are  over and  I  did p re tty  w ell in them , no t try ing 
to brag.

I h av e n ’t seen m any  le tte rs  from  C leveland in 
the M. L. Come on, C levelanders!

I h av e n ’t  told you how  old I am. I ’m  13 years 
old and  w ill be 14 Dec. 4. I w ould  like to have 
some m ore pen  pals from  d iffe ren t states. I also 
w ould like to say hello  to La V erne Alt, C atherine  
Bujacich, A nn M urkusic. If anybody w ould  like 
to exchange postcards w ith  me, I will gladly do so. 
Best regards to all.— Louise Petrovič, 683 E. 159th 
St., C leveland 10, Ohio.

ANSWERS TO PUZZLES ON JUST FOR FUN  
PAGE

Capital Quiz:— 1. Colum bus; 2. H arrisburg ; 3. 
Tallahasee; 4. Topeka; 5. C heyenne; 6. D enver; 7. 
A lbany ' 8. Austin.

Season Quizzers:—No. 3 is incorrect. A u tum n 
begins Sept. 23.

Your Flag—Betsey Ross, Geo. W ashington, 1777,
48, states, six, courage, liberty, loyalty.

Animal Jumbler— 1. F licka—horse; 2. P lu to __
dog; 3. B litzen—reindeer; 4. J im m in y —cricket;
5. D onald—duck.

Dinner Mix-ups— 1. soup; 2. cookies; 3. salad;
4. potatoes; 5. chicken; 6. shrim p.

Bird Puzrle—Cardinal.
Math Lesson—Dog would w eigh th e  same.



W A M T P I l l  A NEW NAME F0R 0UR 0WN
V Y H f l  I  L U .  JUVENILE MONTHLY MAGAZINE

•  A national contest to change the name of the "Mladinski List", limited 
only to members of the Juvenile Department of the SNPJ, begins April 1 
and ends August 1, 1944.

•  You will find the announcement and official rules of the contest on 
an inside page. Be sure to read them carefully. Additional instructions 
are given below.

•  The important question before us is—WHAT KIND OF NEW NAME 
IS MOST DESIRABLE AND APPROPRIATE FOR A FRATERNAL 
JUVENILE MAGAZINE LIKE OUR "MLADINSKI LIST"?

•  Certainly, most of us are agreed that the new choice should be an 
attractive name, one with a good sound meaning attached to it, and both 
easy to express and remember. By all means, it should be a short name 
made up of one, two or three words, a name that will stand the test for 
many years.

•  An original name is preferred, so try not to copy a name already 
used by some other publication, but think of something new and better, 
something that will fit, even if only in a small way, the character or prin
ciples of the SNPJ.

•  If you wonder why the rules limit each juvenile member to only one 
NEW NAME suggestion, the reasons, primarily, are to avoid duplication 
of suggestions and to encourage more juveniles to enter the "New Name 
for Mladinski List" contest.

•  The new names, submitted by contestants, will not be published until 
the contest is officially closed. This means that you will be left almost 
entirely on your own to think up a good name, between now and the end 
of the contest. When you have succeeded in doing this, sit down and write 
a short but nicely worded letter, stating the reasons for your choice, and 
send this to the Juvenile Director, along with the new name.

•  Boys and girls of the SNPJ! Here is the oppoitunity for which you 
have been waiting a long time! This contest is strictly yours. The new 
name, when finally chosen, will be the name of your magazine. So read 
the rules. Follow the instructions. Remember that attractive prizes are 
offered both for the name chosen and best letters. THE SNPJ WANTS 
YOU TO ENTER THE "NEW NAME FOR MLADINSKI LIST" CON
TEST! YOU CAN HELP TO MAKE 1944 OUR BEST YEAR BY SUB
MITTING A NEW NAME SUGGESTION!

MICHAEL VRHOVNIK, 
Juvenile Director, SNPJ.


