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INTRODUCTIO N,

N offering this little trac-to the public,

it is equally the writer’s wifh to conduce
to their amufement and information.

The expedition on which he is engaged
has excited much curiofity, and given birth
to many {peculations, refpecting the confe-
quences to arife from it.  'While men con-
tinue to think freely, they will judge va-
rioufly, Some have been {anguine enough
to forefee the moft beneficial effeéts to the
Parent State, from the Colony we are en-
deavouring to eftablith ; and fome have not
been wanting to pronounce the {fcheme big
with folly, impolicy, and ruin. Which of
thefe predictions will be completed, I leave
to the decifion of the public. I cannot,

how-
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however, difmifs the fubje@ without ex- "
prefling a hope, that the candid and liberal
of each opinion, induced by the humane
and benevolént intention in which' it ori-
ginated, will unite in waiting the refult of
a fair trial to an experiment, no lefs new

in its defign, than difficult in its execu-
tion.

.

As this publication enters the world with
the name of the author, candour will; he
trufls, induce its readers to believe, that
no confideration could weigh with him in
an ‘endeavour to. miflead them. Falls are
related fimply as they happened, and when
-opinions’ are hazarded, they are fuch as, he
hopes, patient inquiry, and deliberate deci-
fion, will be found to have authorifed.
For the moft part he has fpoken from actual
obfervation ; and in thofe places where the
relations of others “have been” unavoidably
adopted, he has been careful to fearch for the
truth, and reprefs that {pirit of exaggeration
which is almoft cver the effedt of novelty oty
ignorance,

Theg
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- The nautical part of the work, is com=
prized in as few pages as poflible. By the
profeffional part of my readers this will be
deemed judicious ; and the reft will not, 1
believe, be diffatisfied at its brevity. 1 beg
leave, however, to fay of the aftronomical
calculations, that they may be depended on
with the greateft degree of fecurity, as they
were communicated by an officer, who was
furnifhed with inftruments, and commiffien-
ed by the Board of Longitude, to make

obfervations during the voyage, and in the
fouthern hemifphere.

An unpra&ifed writer is generally anxious
to befpeak public attention, and to folicit
public indulgence. Except on profeffional

fubjelts, military men are, perhaps, too fear-

ful of critical cenfure. For the prefent nar-

rative no other apology is attempted, than
the intentions of its author, who has endea-
voured not only to fatisfy prefent curiofity,
but to point out to future adventurers, the
favourable, as well as adverfe circumftances
which will attend their fettling here. The
candid, it is hoped, will overlook the inac-

I curacies
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curacies of this imperfe&t fketch, drawn
amidft the complicated duties of the fervice
in which the Author is engaged, and make
due allowance for the want of opportunity”
of gaining more extenfive information.

WATKIN TENCH,
Capt. of the Marines-

Sydney Cove, Port Jackfon,
New South Wales,
July 10, 1788,
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CHADR L

From the Embarkation of the Conviéls to the
Departure of the Ships frem England.

HE marines and conviéts having been
previoufly embarked in the river, at
Portfmouth, and Plymouth, the whole fleet
deftined for the expedition rendezvoufed at
the Mother Bank, on the 16th of March
1787, and remained there until the 13th of
May following. In this period, excepting
a flight appearance of contagion in one of
' B the
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the tranfports, the thips were univerfally
healthy, and the prifoners in high {pirits,
Few complaints or lamentations were to be
heard among them, and an ardent with for
the hour of departure feemed generally to
prevail.

As the reputation, equally with the fafety
of the officers and foldiers appointed to guard
the conviéts, confifted in maintaining due
{ubordination, an opportunity was taken,
immediately on their being embarked,
convince them, in the moft pointed terms,
that any attempt on their fide, either to
conteft the command, or to force their ef-
cape, thoyld be punifhed with inftant death ;
orders to this effet were given to the cen-
tinels 1n their prcfencc - happlly, however,
for all parties, there occurred not any m-
ftance in which there was occafion to have
recourfe to fo defperate a meafure ; the bea
haviour of the convits being in general
humble, fubmiffive, and regular : indeed, I
thould feel myfelf wanting in juftice to thofe
unfortunate men, were I not to bear this

public
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public teftimony of the fobriety and decency
of their conduét.

Unpleafant as a ftaté of inalivity and de-
Iy for many weeks appeared to us, it was
not without its advantages ; for by means of
it we were enabled to eftablith neceflary re-
gulations among the conviéts, and to adopt
fuch a fyf’fcm of defence, as left us little to
applehend for ' our own fecurity, in cafe a
fpirit of madnefs and defperation had hur-
ried them on to attempt our deftruction.

Among many other troublefome parts
of ‘duty which the fervice we were en-
ged on required, the infpection of all
letters brought to, or fent from the fhips,
was not one of the leaft tirefome and difa-
greeable. The number and contents of
thofe in the veflel I was embarked in, fre-
quently furprifed me very much ; they va-
ried according to the difpofitions of the
writers : but their conftant language was,
an apprehenfion of the impraticability of
returning home, the dread of a fickly paf-
fage, and the fearful profpet of a diftant and
Ba bar-
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barbarous country. But this apparent de-
{pondency proceeded in few inftances from
fentiment. With too many it was, doubt-
lefs, an artifice to awaken compaffion, and
call forth relief; the correfpondence invarix
ably ending in a petition for money and to=
bacco. Perhaps a want of the latter, which
is confidered a great luxury by its admirers
among the lower clafles of life, might be
the more feverely felt, from their being de-
barred in all cafes whatever, ficknefs ex-
cepted, the ufe of fpirituous liquors,

It may be thought proper for me to men-
tion, that during our ftay at the Mother
Bank, the foldiers and conviés were indif-
criminately ferved with frefh beef. The
former, in addition, had the ufual quantity
of beer allowed in the navyy and were at
what is: called full allowance of all- fpecies of
previfions.; the latter, at two thirds ouly.

CHAP.
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CIFAP. I

Lyom the Departure to the Arrival of the
Fleet at Teneriffe,

; May 1587+
OVERNOR Phillip having at length
reached Portfmeuth, and all things
deemed neceflary for the expedition being
put on board, at daylight on the morning
of the 13th, the fignal to weigh anchor was
made in the Commanding Officer’s fhip the
Sirius. Before fix o’clock the whole fleet
were under fail, and, the weather being
fine and wind eafterly, proceeded through
the Needles with a freth leading breeze. In
addition to our little armament, the Hyena
frigate was ordered to accompany us a cer-
tain diftance to the weftward, by which
means our number was increafed to twelve
fail: His Majefty’s fhips Sirius, Hyena,
and Supply, three Victuallers with twe
years ftores and provifions on board  for
the Settlement, and fix Tranfports, with

troops
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troops and conviéts. In the tranfports
were embarked four captains, twelve fubal-
terns, twenty-four ferjeants and corporals,
eight drummers, and one hundred and fixty
private marines, making the whole of the
miilitary force,. including the Major Cotn-
mandant and Staff on board the Sirius, to
confift of two hundred and twelve perfons,
of whorh two hundred and ten were voluns
teers. ‘The number of convifts was five
hundred and fixty-five men, one hundred
and ninety-two women, and eighteen chil
“dren ; the major part of the prifoners weré
mechanics and hufbandmen, fele€ted on pur-
pofe by order of Government.

By ten o'clock we had got clear of the
Ifle of Wight, at which time, having very
little pleafure in converfing with my own
thoughts, I firolled down among the con-
vifts, to obferve their fentiments at this
junéture. A very few excepted, their coun-
tenances indicated a high degree of fatisfac-
tion, “though in fonie, the pang of being
fevered, perhaps for ever, from their native

' b land,
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land, could not be wholly fupprefied ; in
general, marks of diftrefs were morc per-
ceptible among the men than the women ;
for 1 recollet to have feen but one of thofe
affe@ted on the occafion, ¢ Some natural
¢ tears fhe dropp’d, but wip’d them foon.”
After this the accent of {forrow was no lon-
ger heard ; more genial fkies and change
of fcene banjfhed repining and difcontent,
and introduced in their ftead cheerfulnefs

and acquiefcence in a lot, now not to be
altered.

To add to the good difpofition which wag
beginning to manifeft itfelf, on the morning
of the 20th, in confequence of fome fayo-
rable reprefentations made by the officers
commanding detachments, they were hailed
and told from the Sirius, that in thofg cafes
where they judged it proper, they were at
liberty to releafe the conviés from the fet-
ters in which they had been hitherto con-
fined. In complying with thefe direttions,
1 had great pleafure in being able to extend
this humane order to the whole of thofe
under my charge, without a fingle excep-

2 tion.
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tion. It is hardly neceflary for me to fay,
that the precaution of ironing the conviéts
at any time reached to the men only.

In the evening of the fame day, the
Hyena left us for England, which afford-
ed an early oppartunity of writing to our
friends, and eafing their apprehenfions by
a communication of the favourable accounts
it was in our power to fend them.

From this time to the day of our making
the land, little occurred worthy of remark,
I cannot, however, help noticing the pro-
priety of employing the marines on a fer-
vice which requires ativity and exertion at
fea, iu preference to other troops, Had
a regiment recruited fince the war been
fent out, fea-ficknefs would have incapaci-
tated half the men from performing the du-
ties immediately and indifpenfably necef-
fary ; whereas the marines, from being ac-
euftomed to ferve on board fhip, accommo-
dated themfelves with eafe to every exi-
gency, and {urmounted every difficulty.

At
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At daybreak, on the morning of the 3oth
of May we faw the rocks named the Defer-
ters, which lic off the fouth-eaft end of
Madeira ; and found the fouth-caft extre-
mity of the moft foutherly of them, to be
in the latitude of 32° 28" north, longitude
16° 173" weft of Greenwich. The follow-
ing day we faw the Salvages, a clufter of
rocks which are placed between the Madeiras
and Canary Iflands, and determined the lati-
tude of the middle of the Great Salvage to
be 30° 12’ north, and the longitude of its
eaftern fide to be 15° 39" weft. Itis nolefs
extraordinary than unpardonable, that in
fome very modern charts of the Atlantic,

publifhed in London, the Salvages are to-
tally omitted.

We made the ifland of Teneriffe on the
- 3d of June, and in the evening anchored in
the road of Santa Cruz, after an excellent

paflage of three weeks from the day we left
England.

C CHAP.
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CHAP 1L

From the Fleet’s Arrival at Teneriffe, 10 its
Departure for Rio de Janeiro, in the
Brazils.

HERE is little to pleafe a traveller at
Teneriffe. He has heard wonders of
its celebrated Peake, but he may remain for
weeks together at the town of Santa Cruz
without having a glimpfe of it, and when
its cloud-topped heademerges, the chance is,
that he feels difappointed, for, from the
point of view in which he fees it, the
neighbouring mountains leflen its effect very
confiderably. Excepting the Peake, theeye
receives little pleafure from the general face
of the country, which is fterile and unin-
viting to the laft degree. "The town, how-
ever, from its cheerful white appearance,
contrafted with the dreary brownnef’ of the
back ground, makes not an unpleafing zraup'
d'@l. Tt is neither wrregular in its plan, nor
defpicable in its ftyle of building ; and the
churches
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churches and religious houfes are numerous,
fumptuous, and highly ernamented.

The morning of our arrival, as many of-
ficers as could be fpared from the different
fhips were introduced to the Marquis de
Brancifort, Governor of the Canary Iflands,
whofe reception was highly flattering and
polite. His Excellency is a Sicihan by
birth, and is moft defervedly popular in his
government, He prefers refiding at Tene-
riffe, for the conveniency of frequent coms
munication with Europe, to the Grand
Canary, which is properly the feat of
power ; and though not long fixed here, has
already found means to eftablith a manufac-
tory in cotton, filk, and thread, under ex-
cellent regulations, which employs more
than fixty perfons, and is of infinite fervice to
the common people.  During our thort ftay
we had every day fome freth proof of his
Excellency’s efteem and attention, and had
the honour of dining with him, in a ftyle
of equal clegance and fplendor. At this
enterfainment the profufion of ices which
appeared in the defert was furprifing, con-

C % {ider-
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fidering that we were enjoying them un«
der a fun nearly vertical. ~ But it {feems the
caverns of the Peake, very far below its
fummit, afford, at all feafons, ice in abun~
dance,

The reftlefs importunity of the beggars,
and the immodefty of the loweft clafs of
women, are highly difgufting. From the
number of his countrymen to be found, an
Englithman is at no lofs for fociety. In
the mercantile houfes eftablithed here, it is
from gentlemen of this defcription that any
information is derived, for the taciturnity of
the Spaniards is not to be overcome in a fhort
acquaintance, efpecially by Englithmen,
whofe referve falls little thort of their own,
The land country is defcribed as fertile,
and highly romantic; and the environs of
the {mall town of Laguza mentioned as
-particularly pleafant. Some of our officers
who made an excurfion to it confirmed the
account amply.

It fhould feem that the power of the
Church, which has been fo lon g on the de-
cline
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cline in Europe, is at length beginning to
be fhaken in the colonies of the Catholic
powers: fome recent inftances which have
taken place at Teneriffe, evince it very fully,
Were not a ftranger, however, to be ap-
prized of this, he would hardly draw the
conclufion from his own obfervations. The
Bifthop of thefe iflands, which conjuntively
form a See, refides on the Grand Canary.
He is reprefented as a man in years, and of
a charafer as amiable as exalted, extremely
beloved both by foreigners and thofe of his
own church. The bifhopric is valued at
ten thoufand pounds per annum; the go~
vernment at fomewhat lefs than two,

In {pite of every precaution, while we laid
at anchor in the road, a convi& had the ad-
drefs, one night, to {ecrete himfelf on the
deck, when the reft were turned below ;
and after remaining quiet fome hours, let
himfelf down over the bow of the thip, and
floated to a boat that laid aftern, into which
he got, and cutting her adrift, fuffered hims
felf to be carried away by the current, until
at a fufficient diftance to be out of hearing,

when
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when he rowed off. This elopement was
not difcovered till fome hours after, when a
fearch being made, and boats fent to the
different parts of the ifland, he was dif-
covered in a {mall cove, to which he had fled
for refuge. On being queftioned, it ap-
‘peared he had endeavoured to get himfelf
received on board a Dutch Faft Indiaman in
the road, but being rejected there, he re-
folved on crofiing over to the Grand Canary,
which is at the diftance of ten leagues, and
when detected, was recruiting his ftrength
in order to make the attempt. At the fame
time that the boats of the fleet were fent on
this purfuit, information was given to the
Spanith Governor of what had happened,
who immediately detached parties every way
in order to apprehepd the delinguent,

Having remained a weck at Teneriffe, and
in that time completed our ftock of water,
and taken on board wine, &ec. early on the
morning of the 1oth of June we weighed an-
chor,and ftood out to fea with a light eafterly
breeze, ‘The fhortnefs of our ftay, and the
confequent hurry, prevented our increafing

much
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wnuch any previous knowledge we might
have had of the place. For the information
of thofe who may follow us on this {ervice,

it may not, however, be amifs to {tate the
little that will be found of ufe to them.

The markets afford frefh meat, though it
is neither plentiful nor good. Fith is {carce,
but poultry may be procured in almoft any
quantity, at as cheap a rate as in the Englith
fea-ports. Vegetables do not abound, ex-
cept pumpkins and onions, of which I advife
all thips to lay ina large ftock. Milch goats
are bought for a trifle, and eafily procured.
Grapes cannot be f{carce in their feafon,
but when we were here, except figs and
excellent mulberries, no fruit was to be
procured.  Dry wines, as the merchants
term them, are fold from ten to fifteen
pounds a pipe ; for the latter price the very
beft, called the London Particular, may bé
bought : fweet wines are confiderably dearer.
Brandy is alfo a cheap article. I would
fot advife the voyager to depend on this
place for either his hogs or fheep. And he
will do well to fupply himfelf with dollars

2 before
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before he quits England, to expend in the
different ports he may happen to touch at.
Should he, however, have neglected this pre-
caution, let him remember when he difcounts
bills, or exchanges Enghth money here, not
to receive his returns in quarter dollars,
which wil} be tendered to him, but altoge-
ther in whole ones, as he will find the latter
turn to better account than the former, both
at Rio de Janeiro and the Cape of Good
Hope. :

‘The latitude of the town of Santa Cruz is

28° 274" north, the longitude 16° 174" wefk
of Greenwich,

CHAP.
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CHAP IV.

" The Paflage from Teneriffe fo Rio de

Janeiro, in the Brazils.

TN failing from Teneriffe to the fouth-caft,

the various and pi¢turefque appearances
of the Peake are beautiful to the higheft de-
gree. 'The ftupendous height, which be-
fore was loft on the traveller, now firikes
him with awe and admiration, the whole
Hland appearing one vaft mountain with
a pyramidal top. As we proceeded with
light winds, at an eafy rate, we faw it dif-
tinctly for three days after our departure,
and fhould have continued to fee it longer,
had not the hazinefs of the atmofphere in-
terrupted our view. ‘The good people of
Santa Cruz tell {fome ftories of the wonder-
ful extent of {pace to be feen from the fum-
mit of it, that would not difgrace the me-

moirs of the ever-memorable Raron Mun-
chaufen,

D On
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On the 18th of June we faw the moft
northerly of the Cape de Verd Iflands, at
which time the Commodore gave the fleet
to underftand, by fignal, that his intention
was to touch at fome of them. The follow-
ing day we made St. Jago, and ftood in to
gain an anchorage in Port Praya Bay. But
the baffling winds and lee current rendering
it a matter of doubt whether or not the fhips
would be able to fetch, the fignal for anchor-
ing was hauled down, and the fleet bore up
before the wind. In paffing along them we
were enabled toafcertain the {fouth end of the
Ifle of Sal to be in 16° 40" north latitude,
and 23° 5’ weft longitude. . The fouth end
of Bonavifta to be in 15° §7° north, 23° 8’
weft. ‘The fouth end of the Hle of May in
15° 11”7 north, 23° 26’ weft ; and the longi-
tude of the fort, in the town of Port Praya,
to be 23° 364" weft of Greenwich.

- By this time the weather, from the fun
being {o far advanced in the northern tropic,
was become intolerably hot, which, joined
to the heavy rains that foon after- came on,
made us very apprehenfive for the health of

X the
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the fleet. Contrary, however, to expecta-
tion, the number of fick in the fhip I was
embarked on was furprifingly fmall, and
the reft of the fleet were nearly as healthy.
Frequent explofions of gunpowder, lighting
fires between decks, and a liberal ufe of that
admirable antifeptic, oil of tar, were the
preventives we made ufe of againft impure
air; and above all things we were careful
10 keep the mens’ bedding and wearing ap-
parel dry. As we advanced towards the
Line the weather grew gradually better and
more pleafant.  On the 14th of July we
pafled the Equator, at which time the atmo-
{phere was as ferene, and the temperature
of the air not hotter than in a bright {fum-
mer day in England.  From this period,
until our arrival on the American coaft, the
heats, the calnts, and the rains by which
we had been fo much incommoded, were
{ucceeded by a feries of weather as delight-
ful as it was unlooked for. At three o’clock
i the afternoon of the 2d of Auguft, the
Supply, which had been previoufly fent
a-head on purpofe, made the fignal for {ee-
ing the land, which was vifible to the whole

D2 fleet
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flcet before funfet, and proved to be Cape
Frio, in latitude 23° §° fouth, longitude
41° 40¥ wellt,

Owing to light airs we did not get
a-breaft of the city of St. Sebaftian, in the
harbour of Rio de Janeiro, until the 7th of
thé month, when we anchored about three
quarters of a mie from the fhore.

CHAP,
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C-HAY. -V,

From the Arrival of the Fleet at Rio de Jas
neiro, #ill its Departure for the Cape of
Good Hope, with fome Remarks on the
Brazils.

Auguft, 1787,

BRAZIL 1s a country very imperfectly

7 known i Europe. The Portugueze,
from political motives, have been {paring

in thetr accounts of 1t. Whence our de-
feriptions of it, in the geographical publi-
cations in England are drawn, Iknow not:

that they are miferably erroneous and defec-
tive, 1s certain,

The city of St. Sebaftian ftands on the
weft fide of the harbour, in a low unhealthy
fituation, - furrounded on all fides by hills,
which ftop the free circulation of air, and
fubjet its inhabitants to intermittents and
putrid difeafes. It is of confiderable extent:
Mr. Cook makes it as large as Liverpool;
but Liverpool, in 1767, when Mr. Cook

wrote,
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wrote, was not two-thirds of its prefent
fize. Perhaps it equals Chefter, or Exeter,
in the fhare of ground it occupies, and is
infinitely more populous than either of
them, The ftreets interfelt each other at
right angles, are tolerably well built, and
exccllently paved, abounding with fhops of
every kind, in which the wants of a
ftranger, if moncy is not one of them,
can hardly remain unfatisfied. About the
centre of the city, and at a little diftance
from the beach, the Palace of the Vice-
roy f{tands, a long, low building, nowife
remarkable in its exterior appearance ;
though within are fome fpacious and hand-
fome apartments. The churches and con-
vents are numerous, and richly decorated ;
hardly a night paffes without fome of the
latter being illuminated, in honour of their
patron faints, which has a very brilliant ef-
fe& when viewed from the water, and was
at firlt miftaken by us for public rejoicings.
At the corner of almoft every ftreet ftands
a little image of the Virgin, ftuck round
with lights in an evening, before which
paffengers frequently ftop to pray and fing

very
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very loudly. Indeed, the height to which
religious zeal is carried in this place, cannog
fail of creating aftonifhment in a ftranger.
The greateft part of the inhabitants feem to
have no other occupation, than that of pay-
ing vifits and going to church, at which
times you {ee them fally forth richly drefled,
en chapeaw bras, with the appendages of a
bag for the hair, and a {mall fword : even
boys of fix years old are feen parading about,
furnifthed with thefe indifpenfable requifites.
Except when at their devotions, it is not
ealy to get a fight of the women, and when
obtained, the comparifons drawn by a tra-
veller, lately arrived from England, are
little flattering to Portugueze beauty. In
juftice, however, to the ladies of St. Sebaf-
tian, I muft obferve, that the cuftom of
throwing nofegays at ftrangers, for the pur-
pofe of bringing on an aflignation, which
Do&or Solander, and another gentleman of
Mr. Cook’s fhip met with when here, was
never feen by any of us in a fingle inftance.
We were fo deplorably unfortunate as to
walk every evening before their windows
and balconies, without being honoured with

a fingle
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4 fingle bouquet, though nymphs and flows
- &rs were in equal and great abundance.

Among other public buildings, I had
almoft forgot to mention an ebfervatory,
which ftands near the middle of the town,
and is tolerably well furnifhed with aftrono-
mical inftruments.. During our' ftay here,
fome : Spanifh and Portugueze mathemati-
cians. were endeavouring to determine the
boundaries of the territories belonging to
their refpetive crowns. Unhappily, how=
ever, for the caufe of {cience, thefe gentle=
men have not hitherto been able to coincide
an. their accounts, fo that very little infor-
mation on this head to be depended upon,
¢ould be gained. How far political motives
may have caufed this difagreement, I do
not prefume to decide; though it deferves
notice, that the Portugueze accufe the
Abbé de la Caille, who obferved here, by
order of the King of France, of having
laid down the longitude of this place 45
miles too much to the eaftward.

Unt il
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Until the year 1770, all the flour in the
fettlemient was brought from Europe; but
fince that time the inhabitants have made fo
rapid a progrefs in raifing grain, as to be able
to fupply themfelves with it abundantly.
The principal corn céuntry lies around
Rio Grande, in thé latitude of 32° fouth,
where wheat flourithes fo luxuriantly, as
to yield from feventy to eighty bufhels
for one. Coffee alfo, whichi they for-
merly received from Portugal, now grows
in fuch plenty, as to enable them to export
confiderable quantities of it. But the ftaple
commodity of the country is fugar. That
they have not, however, learnt the art of
making palatable rum, the Englifh troops
in New South Wales can bear teftimony ; a
large quantity, very ill flavoured, having
been bought and fhipped here, for the ufe
of the garrifon of Port Jackfon.

It was in 1771 that St. Salvador, which
had for more thana century been the capital
of Brazil, ceafed to be {o ; and that the feat

of Government was removed to St. Sebaf-

E tian.
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tian. The change took place on account of
the colonial war, at that time carried on by
the Courts of Lifbon and Madrid. And, in-
deed, were the objet of fecurity alone to
determine the feat of Government, I know
but few places better fituated in that refpect
than the one I am defcribing; the natural
ftrength of the country, joined to the dif-
ficulties which would attend an attack on

the fortifications, being fuch as to render it
very formidable.

It may be prefumed that the Portugueze
Government is well apprized of this cir-
cumftance, and of the little rifque they run
in being deprived of fo important a poflef-
fion, elfe it will not be eafy to penetrate the
reafons which induce them to treat the troops
who compofe the garrifon, with fuch cruel
negligence. Their regiments were ordered
out with a promife of being relieved, and fent
back to Europe at the end of three years,
in conformity to which they fettled all their
domeftic arrangements. But the faith of
Government has been broken, and at the
expiration of twenty years, all that is left

I to
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to the remnant of thefe unfortunate men,
is to fuffer in fubmiffive filence. I was
one evening walking with a Portugueze
officer, when this fubje& was ftarted, and
on my telling him, that fuch a breach of
public honour to Englith troops, would
become a fubjeét of parliamentary inquiry,
he feized my hand with great eagernefs,
¢ Ah, Sir!” exclaimed he, ¢ yours is a free

“ country —we" His emotions {poke
what his tongue refufed.

As T am mentioning the army, I can-
not help obferving, that I faw nothing
here to confirm the remark of Mr. Cook,
that the inhabitants of the place, when-
ever they meet an officer of the garri-
fon, bow to him with the greateft obfe-
quioufnefs, and by omitting fuch a cere-
mony, would fubject themfelves to be
knocked down, though the other feldom

deigns to return the compliment.  The in-
- terchange of civilities is general between
them, and feems by no means extorted. The
people who could fubmit to fuch infolent

ra fupe-
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fuperiority, would, indeed, deferve to he
treated as {laves.

The Police of the city 1s very good;
“Soldiers patrole the ftreets frequently, and
riots are feldom heard of, The dreadful
cuftom of ftabbing, from motives of pri-
vate refentment, 1s nearly at an end, fince
the church has ceafed to afford an afylum
to murderers. In other refpects, the pro-
grefs of improvement appears flow, and
fettered by obftacles almoft unfurmountable,
whofe baneful influence will continue, until
a more enlightened fyftem of policy fhall be
adopted. From morning to night the ears
of a ftranger arc greeted by the tinkling
of the convent bells, and his eyes faluted
by proceflions of devotees, whofe adoration
‘and levity feem to keep equal pace, and
fucceed cach other in turns. ¢ Do you want
to make your fon fick of foldiering? fhew
him the Trainbands of London on a field-
day.” Let him who would with to give his
fps; a diftafte to Popery, point out to him

R R the
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the floth, the ignorance, and the bigotry of
this place.

Being nearly ready to depart by the 1ft
of September, as many officers as pofiible
went on that day to the palace to take
leave of his Excellency, the Viceroy of
the Brazils, to whom we had been previ-
oufly introduced ; who on this, and every
other occafion, was pleafed to honour us
with the moft diftinguithed marks of
regard and attention. Some part, in-
deed, of the numerous indulgencies we ex-
perienced during our ftay here, muft doubt-
lefs be attributed to the high refpe@ in
which the Portugueze held Governor Phil-
lip, who was for many years a captain in
their navy, and commanded a thip of war
on this fation: in confequence of which,
many privileges were extended to us, very
unufual to be granted to ftrangers. We
were allowed the liberty of making fhort ex-
curfions into the country, and on thefe oc-
cafions, as well as when walking in the
fity, the mortifying cuftom of having an

S officer
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officer of the garrifon attending us was dif~-
penfed with on our leaving our names and
ranks, at the time of landing, with the adju-
tant of orders at the palace. It happened,
however, fometimes, that the prefence of a
military man was neceflary, to prevent im-
pofition in the thopkeepers, who frequently
made a practice of afking more for their goods
than the worth of them. In which cafe an
officer, when applied to, always told us the
wufual price of the commodiry with the great-
eft readinefs, and adjufted the terms of the
purchafe.

On the morning of the fourth [Septem-
ber] we left Rio de Janeiro, amply furnifh-
ed with the good things which its happy foil
and clime fo abundantly produce. The future
voyager may with fecurity depend on this
place for laying in many parts of his ftock.
Among thefe may be enumerated fugar,
coffee, rum, port wine, rice, tapioca, and
tobacco, befides very beautiful wood for the
purpofes of houthold furniture, Poultry is
not remarkably cheap, but may be procured

11y
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In any quantity 3 as may hops at a low rate.
The marketsare well fupplied with butcher’s
meat, and vegetables of every fort are to be
procured at a price next to nothing; the
yams are particularly excellent. Oranges
abound fo much, as to be fold for fixpence a
hundred ; and limes are to be had on terms
equally moderate. Bananas, cocoa nuts, and
guavas, are common ; but the few pine-
applcs brought to market are not remarka-
ble either for flavour, or cheapnefs. Be-
fides the inducements to lay out money al-
ready mentioned, the naturalift may add to
his collection by an almoft endlefs variety of
beautiful birds, and curious infects, which
are to be bought at a reafonable price, well
preferved, and neatly afiorted.

I fhall clofe my account of this place by
mforming ftrangers, who may come here,
that the Portugueze reckon their money
In rees, an imaginary coin, twenty of
which make a finall copper piece called a
vintin, and fixteen of thefe laft a petack.
Every piece is marked with the number of

rees
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rees it is worth, {o that a miftake can hardly
happen. Englith filver coin has loft its re-
putation here, and dollars will be found pre-
ferable to any other money.

CHAP.
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The Paflage from the Brazils to the Cape of
Good Hope ; with an Account of the Tranf-
actions of the Fleet there.

September 1787,

OUR paﬁ_"nge‘ from Rio de Janeiro to
the Cape of Gpod Hope was equally
profperous with that which had preceded
it. We fteered away to the fouth-eaft, and
loft fight of the American coaft the day
after our departure, From this time until
the 13th of O&aber, when we made the
Cape, nothing remarkable accurred, except
the lofs of 3 convi&t in the fhip I was on
board, who unfortunately fell into the fea,
and perifhed in {pite of our efforts to fave
him, by cutting adrift a life buoy and hoift-
ing out a boat. During the paflage, a flight
dyfentery prevailed in fome of the thips, but
Was in no inftance mortal. We were at firf}
inclined to impute it to the water we took on,
board at the Brazils, but as the effe®t was
K very



(34 )
very partial, fome other caufe was more pro-
bably the occafion of it.

At feven o’clock in the evening of the
13th of OCtober, we caft anchor in Table
Bay, and found many fhips of different na-
tions in the harbour.

Little can be added to the many accounts
already publifhed of the Cape of Good Hope,
though, if an opinion on the fubject might
be rifqued, the defcriptions they contain are
too flattering. When contrafted with Rio de
Janeiro it certainly fuffers in the compari-
fon. Indeed, we arrived at a time equally
unfavourable for judging of the produce of
the foil and the temper of its cultivators,
who had {uffered confiderably, from a dearth
that had happened the preceding feafon, and
created a general fcarcity. Nor was the
chagrin of thefe deprivations leflened by the
news daily arriving of the convulfions that
thook the republic, which could not fail to
make an impreffion even on Batavian
phlegm.

As
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As a confiderable quantity of flour, and
the principal part of the live ftock, which
was to ftore our intended fettlement, were
meant to be procured here, Governor Phil-
lip loft no time in waiting on Mynheer Van
Graafte, the Dutch Governor, to requeft per-
miflion (according to the cuftom of the
place) to purchafe all that we ftood in needof.
How far the demand extended, I know nor,
nor Mynheer Van Graaffe’s reafons for com-
plying with it in part only. To this gen-
tleman’s political fentiments I confefs myfelf
a ftranger, though I fhould do his polite-
nefs and liberality at his own table an injuf-
tice, were I not to take this public opportu-
nity of acknowledging them; nor can I re-
fift the opportunity which prefents itfelf, to
inform my readers, in honor of M. Van
Graaffe’s humanity, that he has made re-
peated efforts to recover the unfortunate re-
mains of the crew of the Grofvenor India-
man, which was wrecked about five years
ago on the coaft of Caffraria. This informa-
tion was given me by Colonel Gordon, com-
mandant of the Dutch troops at the Cape,
whofe knowledge of the interior parts of this

P2 coun-
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countsy furpafles that of any other mar.
And I am forry to fay, that the Colonel ad-
ded, thefe unhappy people were irrecoverably
loft to the world and their friends, by being
detained among the Caffres, the moft favage
fet of brutes on earth.

His Excellency refides at the government
houfe, in the Eaft India Company’s garden.
This laft is of confiderable extent, and is
planted chiefly with vegetables for the
Dutch Indiamen which may happen to touch
at the port. Some of the walks are extreme-
ly pleafant, from the thade they afford, and
the whole garden is very neatly kept. The
regular lines interfedting each other at right
angles, in which it is laid out, will, never~
thelefs, afford but little gratification to an
Englifbman, who has been ufed to con-
template the natural ftyle which diftin-
guithes the pleafure grounds of his own
country. At the head of the center walks
ftands a menagerie, on which, as well as the
garden, many pompous eulogiums have been
pafled, though in my own judgement, con-
fidering the local advantages poflefled by the

coms
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Company, it is poorly furnifhed both” with
animals and birds : a tyger, a z¢bra, lome
fine oftriches, a caffowary, and the lovely

crown-fowl, are among the moft remark-
able.

The table land, which ftands at the back
of the town, is a black dreary looking moun-
tain, apparently flat at top, and of more than
eleven hundred yards in height. ‘The gufts
of wind which blow from it are violent to
an excefs, and have a very unpleafant effect,
by raifing the duft in fuch clouds, as to ren-
der ftirring out of doors next to impoffible.
Nor can any precaution prevent the inhabi-
tants from being annoyed by it, as much
within doors as without.

At length the wifthed-for day, on which
the next effort for reaching the place of our
deftination was to be made, appeared. 'The
morning was calm, but the land wind get-
ting up about noon, on the 12th of Novem-
ber we weighed anchor, and foon left far
behind every feene of civilization and hu-
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manized manfers, to explore a remote and
barbarous land 5 and plant in it thofe happy
arts, which aloné conftitute the pre-emi-
nence and dignity of otlier countries.

The live animals we took on board on the
public account from the Cape, for ftocking
otr projeed colony, were, two bulls, three
cows, three horfes; forty-four fheep, and
thirty<two hogs, befides goats, and a very
large quantity of poultry of every kind. "A
confiderable addition to this was made by the
private ftocks of the officers, who were,
however, under a neceffity of circum{cribing
their original intentions on this head very
much, from thé exceflive dearnefs of many
of the articles. It will readily be believed,
that few of the military found it convenient
to purchafe fheep, when hay to feed them
cofts fixteen fhillings a hundred weight.

The bearding houfes on fhore, to which
ftrangers have recourfe, are more reafon-
able than might be expe&ted. For a dol-
lar and a half per day we were well lodged,

2 and
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and partock of a table tolerably fupplied
in the French ftyle. Should a travel-
ler’s ftock of tea yun fhort, it is a thoufand
chances to one, that he will be able to reple-
nifh it here, ata cheaper rate than in Eng-
land. He may procure plenty of arrack
and white wine, alfo raifins, and dried fruits
of other forts. If he diflikes to live at a
boarding houfe, he will find the markets
well {tored, and the price of butcher’s meat
and vegetables far from excellive.

Juft before the fignal for weighing was
made, a thip, under American colours, en-
tered the road, bound from Bofton, from
whence the had failed one hundred and forty
days, on a trading voyage to the Eaft Indies.
In her route, the had been lucky enough to
pick up feveral of the inferior officers and
crew of the Harcourt Eaft-Indiaman, which
fhip had been wrecked on one of the Cape
de Verd iflands. The mafter, who appeared
to be a man of fome information, on being
told the deftination of our flect, gave it as his
opinion, that if a reception could be fecu-

red,
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red, emigrations would take place to New
South Wales, not only from the old conti-
nent, but the new one, where the {pirit of
adventure and thirft for novelty were ex»
ecllive,

CHAP.
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CHADP VIIL

The Paflage from the Cape of Good Hope.
to Botany Bay.

November, 1787.

WE had hardly cleared the land when a

{fouth-eaft wind ‘fet in, and, except
at thort intervals, continued to blow until
the 1gth of the month ; when we were in,
the latitude of 37° 40" fouth, and, by the
time-keeper, in longitude 11° 30" eaft, o
that our diftance from Botany Bay had in-
creafed nearly an hundred leagues, fince lea-
ving the Cape. As no appearance of a change
in our favour feemed likely to take place, Go-
vernor Phillip at this time fignified his inten-
tion of thifting his pennant from the Sirius to
the Supply, and proceeding on his voyage
without waiting for the reft of the fleet,
which was formed in two divifions. The
firft confifting of three tranfports, known
to be the beft failors, was put under the

command of a Lieutenant of the navy ; and
G the
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the remaining three, with the viGtuallers,
left in charge of Captain Hunter, of his
Majefty’s fhip Sirius. In the laft divifion
was the veflel, in which the author of this
narrative ferved, Various caufes prevented
the feparation from taking place until the
25th, when feveral fawyers, carpenters,
black{miths, and other mechanics, were
thifted from diffcrent. thips into the Supply,
in order to facilitate his Excellency’s inten-
tion of forwarding the neceffary buildings
to be ereCted at Botany Bay, by the time
the reft of the fleet might be expeted to
arrive. Lieutenant Governor Rofs, and the
Staff of the marine battalion, alfo removed
from the Sirius mto the Scarborough tranf-
port, one of the thips of the fitft divifion, in
order to afford every afliftance which the
public fervice might receive, by their being
early on the {pot on which our future ope-
rations were to be condudted.

From this time a fucceflion of fair winds
and, pleafant weather correfponded to our
eager defires, and on the 7th of January,
1788, the long withed for fhore of Van
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Diemen gratified our fight. 'We made the
land at two o’clock in the afternoon, the
very hour we expedted to fec it from the
lunar obfervations of Captain Hunter, whofe
accuracy, as an aftronomer, and conduét as
an officer, had infpired us with equal grati-
tude and admiration.

After fo long a confinement, on a fervice fo
peculiarly difgufting and troublefome, it can-
wot be matter of furprife that we were over-
joyed at the near profpect of a change of {cene.
By funfet we had pafled between the rocks,
which Captain Furneaux named the Mewfton
and Swilly. The former bears a very clofe
refemblance to the little ifland near Ply-
mouth, whence it took its name ; its lati-
tude is 43° 48’ fouth, longitude 146° 25’
eaft of Greenwich,

In running along fhore, we caft many an
anxious eye towards the land, on which {o
much of our future deftiny depended.  Our
diftance, joined to the hazinefs of the atmo-
{phere, prevented us, however, from being
able to difcover much:  With oqur beft

G 2 glafles
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glaffes we could fee nothing but hills of 2
moderate height, cloathed with trees, to
which fome little patches of white fand-
ftone gave the appearance of being covered
with fhow. Many fires were obferved on
the hills in the evening.

As no perfon in the fhip I was on board had
been on this coaft before, we confulted
-a little chart, publithed by Steele of the Mi-
nories, London, and found it, in general,
very corret ; it would be more {o, were
not the Mewftone laid down at too great a
diftance from the land, and one obje&t made
of the Eddyftone and Swilly, when, in fad,
they are diftin@. - Between the two laft is
an entire bed of impafiable rocks, many of
them above water, The latitude of the Ed-
dyftone is 43° 533/, longitude 147° 9" ; that
of Swilly 43° 547 fouth, longitude 147° 3
eaft of Greenwich,

In the night the wefterly wind, which
had fo long befriended us, died away, and
was {ucceeded by one from the north-eaft.
When day appeared we had loft fight of the

o land,
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Yand, and did not regain it until the 1gth, at
only the diftance of 17 leagues from our
defired port. The wind was now fair, the
fky ferene, though a little hazy, and the
temperature of the air delightfully pleafant :
joy fparkled in every countenance, and con-
gratulations iflued from every mouth. Ithaca
atfelf was fcarcely more longed for by Uly{-
fes, than Botany Bay by the adventurers
who had traverfed fo many thoufand miles
to take pofleflion of it,

¢ Heavily in clouds came on the day™
which ufhered in our arrival. To us it was
‘¢ a great, an important day,” though I hope

the foundation, not the fall, of an empire
will be dated from it,

On the morning of the 20th, by ten
o’clock, the whole of the fleet had caft an-
chor in Botany Bay, where, to our mutual
fatisfattion, we found the Governor, and
the firft divifion of tranfports. On inqui-
ry, we heard, that the Supply had arrived
on the 18th, and the tranfports only the
preceding day.

Thus,
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Thus, after a paflage of exa@ly thirty-
fix weeks from Portfinouth, we happily
effeéted our arduous undertaking, with fuch
a train of unexampled bleflings, as hardly
ever attended a flect in a like predicament.
Of two hundred and twelve marines we loft
‘only one; and of feven hundred and feventy-
five conviéts, put on board in England, but
twenty-four perithed in our route. ~ To what
caufe are we to attribute this ‘unhoped for
fuccefs? T with I could anfwer to the li-
beral manner in which Government fup-
plied theiexpedition. - But when the reader
1s7told, that fome of the neceflary articles
allowed to fhips on acommon paflage to the
Weft Indies, . were with-held from us
that portable foup, wheat, and pickled vege-
tables were not allowed ; and that an in-
adequate quantity of effence of malt was the
only antifeorbiitic fupplied, his furprife wilt
Itedouble at ‘the refult of the voyage. ' For
lit muft be remembered, that the people thus
fent out were not a thip’s company ftarting
‘with every advantage of heelth and good liv-
g, which a ftate of freedom produces ; but
the major part a miferable {et of canvilts,

emaciated
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emaciated from confinement, and in want of
cloaths, and almoft every convenience to
render 'fo long a paffage tolerable. 1 beg
leave, however, to fay, that the provifions
ferved on board were good, and of a much
fuperior quality to thofe ufually fupplied by
contral : they were furnithed by Meflrs.
Richards and Thorn, of Tower-ftreet,
London.

AR,
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G He A Pl

From the Fleet’s Arrival -at Botany Bay, fo
the Evacuation of it ; and taking Poffe/fion
of Port Jackfon. Interviews with the
Natives 5 and an Account of the Cauntry
about Botany Bay. :

January, 188.

E had fcarcely bid each other welcome

on our arrival, when an expedition

up the Bay was undestaken by the Governor
and Lieutenant-Governor, in order to ex-
plore the nature of the country, and fix on
a fpot to begin our operations upon. None,
however, which could be deemed very eligi-
ble, bemng difcovered, his Excellency pro-
ceeded in a boat to examine the opening, to
which Mr. Cook had given the name of
Port Jackfon, on an idea that a fhelter for
thipping within it might be found. The
boat returned on the evening of the 23d,
with fuch an account of the harbour and
advantages attending the place, that it was
deter-
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determined the evacuation of Botany Bay
fhould commence the next morning.

In confequence of this decifion, the few
feamen and marines who had been landed
from the {quadron, were inftantly reimbark-
ed, and every preparation made to bid adieu
to a port which had {o long been the fubjeét
of our converfation ; which but three days
before we had entered with fo many fenti-
ments of fatisfaction ; and in which, as we
had believed, fo many of our future hours
were to be pafled. The thoughts of remo-
val banithed {leep, fo that I rofe at the firft
dawn of the morning. But judge of my
{urprize on hearing from a ferjeant, who ran
down almoft breathlefs to the cabin where
I was drefling, that a fhip was feen off the
harbour’s mouth. At firft I only laugh-
ed, but knowing the man who fpcke to me
to be of great veracity, and hearing him re-
peat his information, I flew upon deck, on
which I had barely fet my foot, when the cry
of ¢ another fail” ftruck on my aftonithed
€ar.  Confounded by a thoufand ideas which
arofe in my mind in an inftant, I {prang

H upon
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upon the barricado, and plainly defcried two
thips of confiderable fize, ftanding in for
the mouth of the Bay. By this time the
alarm had become general, and every one
appeared loft in conjetture. Now they were
Dutchmen fent to difpoffefs us, and the mo-
ment after ftorethips from England, with
fupplies for the fettlement. ‘The improba-
bilities which attended both thefe conclu-
fions, were funk in the agitation of the mo-
ment. It was by Governor Phillip, that this
myftery was at length unravelled, and the
caufe of the alarm pronounced to be two
French thips, it was now recollefted were on
a voyage of difcovery in the fouthern hemi-
fphere. 'Thus were our doubts cleared up,
and our apprehenfions banithed; it was,
however, judged expedient to poftpone our
removal to Port Jackfon, until a complete
confirmation of our conjeCtures could be
procured.

Had the fea breeze fet in, the ftrange
thips would have been at anchor in the
Bay by eight o’clock in the morning, but
the wind blowing out, they were driven by

: a ftrong



£ 57)

a ftrong lee current to the fouthward of the
port.  On the following day they re-ap-
peared in their former fituation, and a boat
was fent to them, with a lieutenant of the
navy in her, to offer ‘affiftance, and point
out the neceffary marks for entering the
harbour. 1In the courfe of the day the offi-
cer returned, and brought intelligence that
the thips were the Boufiole and Aftrolabe,
fent out by order of the King of France,
and under the command of Monfieur De
Perroufe. ‘The aftonithment of the French
at feeing us, had not equalled that we had
experienced, for it appeared, that in the
courfe of their voyage they had touched at
Kamf{chatka, and by that means learnt that
our expedition was in contemplation. They
dropped anchor the next morning, juft as
we had got under weigh to work out of the
Bay, fo that for the prefent nothing more
than falutations could pafs between us.

Before I quit Botany Bay, I fhall re-
late. the obfervations we were enabled
to make during our fhort ftay there; as
well as thofe which our fubfequent vifits

-2 to
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to it from Port Jackfon enabled us to coms
plete. ;

The Bay is very open, and greatly ex-
pofed to the fyry of the S.E. winds, which
when they blow, caufe a heavy and dange-
rous fwell. Ttis of prodigious extent, the
principal arm, which. takes a S. W, direc-
tion, being not lefs, including its windings,
than twenty-four miles from the capes
which form the entrance, according to the
report of the French officers, who took un-
common pains to furvey it. At the diftance
of a league from the harbour’s mouth 1s a
bar, on which at low water, not more than
fifteen feet are tobe found.  Within this bar,
for many miles up the S. W. arm, isa
haven, equal in every refpect to any hi-
therto known, and in which any number
of thips might anchor, fecured from all
winds. The country around far exceeds
in richnefs of foil that about Cape Banks
and Point Solander, though unfortunately
they refemble each other in one refped, a
fcarcity of freth water,

We
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We found the natives tolerably nume.
rous as we advanced up the river, and even
at the harbour’s mouth we had reafon to
conclude the country more populous than
Mr. Cook thought it. For on the Supply’s
arrival in the Bay on the 18th of the month,
they were aflembled on the beach of the
fouth fhore, to the number of not. lefs than
forty perfons, fhouting and making many -
uncouth figns and geftures. This appear-
ance whetted curiofity to its utmoft, but as
prudence forbade a few people to venture wan=-
tonly among {o great a number, and a party
of only fix men was obferved on the north
fhore, the Governor immediately proceeded
to land on that fide, in order to take poffef-
fion of his new territory, and bring about
an intercourfe between its old and new maf-
ters, 'The boat, in'which his Excellency
was, rowed up the harbour, clofe to the
land, for fome diftance ; the Indians keeping
pace with her on the beach. At laft an
officer in the boat made figns of a want of
water, which it was judged would indi-
cate his with of landing. ‘The natives di-
rectly comprehended what he wanted, and

pointed
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pointed to a fpot where water could be pro-
cured : on which the boat was immediately
puthed in, and a landing took place. As on
the event of this meeting might depend fo
much of our future tranquillity, every deli-
cacy on our fide was requifite. ‘The In- ‘
dians, though timorous, fhewed no figns of
refentment at the Governor’s going on fhore ;
an interview commenced, in which the con-
du& of both parties pleafed each other fo
much, that the ftrangers returned to their
thips with a much better opinion of the
natives, than they had landed with; and
the latter feemed highly entertained with
their new acquaintance, from whom they
condefcended to accept of a locking-glafs,
fome beads, and other toys.

Owing to the latenefs of our arrival, it
was not my good fortune to go on fhore un-
til three days‘after this had happened, when
1 went with a party to the fouth fide of the
harbour, and had fcarcely landed five mi-
nutes, when we were met by a dozen In-
dians, naked as at the moment of their
birth, walking along the beach, Eager to

come
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come to a conference, and yet afraid of giv.
g offence, we advanced with caution to«
wards them, ncr would they, at firft, ap-
proach nearer to us than the diftance of fome
paces. Both parties were armed; yet an
attack feemed as unlikely on their part, as
we knew it to be on our own. I hadat
this time a little boy, of not more than feven
years of age, in my hand. The child
feemed to attract their attention very much,
for they frequently pointed to him and
fpoke to each other; and as he was not
frightened, I advanced with him towards
them, at the {ame time baring his bofom
and fhewing the whitenefs of the fkin. On
the cloaths being removed they gave a loud
exclamation, and one of the party, an old
man, with a long beard, hideoufly ugly,
came clofc to us. I bade my little charge
not to be afraid, and introduced him to the
acquaintance of this uncouth perfonage.
The Indian, with great gentlenefs, laid his
hand on the child’s hat, and afterwards fele
his cioaths, muttering to himfelf all the
while. I found it neceflary, however, by
this time to fend away the child, as fuch a

clofe
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clofe conne&tion rather alarmed him, and in
this, as the conclufion verified, I gave no
offence to the old gentleman. Indeed it was
but putting ocurfelves on a par with them,
as I had obferved from the firft, that fome
youths of their own, though confiderably
older than the one with us, were kept back
by the grown péople. Several more now
came up, to whom we made various pre-
fents, but our toys feemed not to be regard-
ed as very valuable ; nor would they for a
long time make any returns to them, though
before we parted, a large club, with a head
almoft fufficient to fell an ox, was obtained
in exchange for a looking-glafs, Thefe peo-
ple feemed at a lofs to know (probably from
our want of beards) of what {ex we were,
which having underftood, they burft into the
moft immoderate fits of laughter, talking to
each other at the fame time with {uch rapidity
and vociferation as I had never before heard.
After nearly an hour’s converfation by figns
and geftures, they repeated feveral times the
word whurra, which fignifies, begone, and
walked away from us to the head of the Bay.

The
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The natives being departed, we fet out
to obferve the country, which, on in-
fpeftion, rather difappointed our hopes, be-
ing inva}-iably fandy and unpromifing for
the purpofes of cultivation, though the trees
and grafs flourith in great luxuriancy. Clofe
to us was the fpring at which Mr. Cook
watered, but we did not think the water
very excellent, nor did it run freely. In the
evening we returned on board, not greatly
pleafed with the latter part of our difcove- -
ries, as it indicated an increafe of thofe dif-
ficulties, which before feemed fufficiently

numerous.

' Between this and our departure we had
{everal more interviews with the natives,
which ended in {o friendly a manner, that
we began to entertain {trong hopes of bring-
ing about a connection with them. Our
firft object was to win their affections, and
our next to convince them of the fuperiority
we poflefled: for without the latter, the
former we knew would be of little impor-
tance. An officer one day prevailed on one

of them to place a target, made of bark,
I againdt
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againft a tree, which he fired at with a
piftol, at the diftance of fome paces. The
Indians, though terrified at the report, did
not run away, but their aftonifhment ex-
ceeded their alarm, on looking at the fhield
which the ball had perforated. ~ As this pro-
duced a little thynefs, the officer, to diffi-
pate their fears and remove their jealoufy,
whiftled the air of Malbrocke, which they
appeared highly charmed with, and imitated
him with equal pleafure and readinefs. I
cannot help remarking here, what T was af-
terwards told by Monfieur De Perroufe,
that the natives of California, and throughout
all the iflands of the Pacific Ocean, and in
thort wherever he had been, feemed equally

touched and delighted with this little plain-
tive air.

CHAP,
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Cill Al IX.

The taking Poffeffion of Port Jackfon. Hith
the Difembarkation of the Marines and
Conviéls.

January, 1788,
0 UR paffage to Port Jackfon took up

but few hours, and thofe were fpent

far from unpleafantly. The evening was
bright, and the profpect before us fuch as
might juftify fanguine expectation. Having
pafled between the capes which form its
entrance, we found ourfelves in a port fu-
perior, in extent and excellency, to all we
had feen before. 'We continued to run up
the harbour about four miles, in a wefterly
dire@ion, enjoying the luxuriant profpect of
its fhores, covered with trees to the water’s
edge, among which many of the Indians
were frequently feen, till we arrived at a {mall
faug cove on the fouthern fide, on whofe
65 banks
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banks the plan of our operations was def-
tined to commence.

The landing of a. part of the marines and
conviéts took place the next day, and on the
following, the remainder was difembarked.
Bufinefs now fat on every brow, and the
fcene, to an indifferent {pe&tator, at leifure
to contemplate it, would have been highly
pi¢turefque and amufing. In one place,
a party cutting down the woods ; a fecond,
fetting up a blackfmith’s forge; a: third,
dragging along aload of {tones or proyifions ;
here an officer pitching his marquee, with a
detachment of troops parading on one fide
of him, and a cook’s fire blazing up on the
other.  Through the unwearied diligence of
thofe at the head of the different depart-
ments, regularity was, however, foon in«
troduced, and, as far as the uniettled {tate of
matters would allow, confufion gave place to

fyftem.

- Into the head of the cove, on which our
eftablithment is fixed, runs a {mall ftream
of frefh water, which ferves to divide the

adjacent
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adjacent country to a little diftance, in the
diretion of north and fouth. On the eaft-
ern fide of this rivulet the Governor fixed
his place of refidence, with a large body of
convi&s encamped ncar him; and on the
the weftern fide was difpofed the remaining
part of thefe peole, near the marine encamp-
ment. From this laft two guards, con-
filting of two {ubalterns, as many ferjeants,
four corporals, two drummers, and forty-
two private men, under the orders of a
Captain of the day, to whom all reports
were made, daily mounted for the public
fecurity, with fuch dire&ions to ufe force, in
cafe of neceflity, as left no room for thofe
who were the object of the order, but to
remain peaccable, or perifh by the bay-
onet.

- As the ftraggling of the convi&ts was not
only a defertion from the public labour, but
might ‘be attended with ill confequences
to the fettlement, in cafe of their meeting
the natives, every care was taken to prevent
it.. The Provoft Martial with his men was
erdered to patrole the country around, and

the
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the convicts informed, that the fevereft
punithment would be inflicted on tran{gre{=
fors. In fpite, however, of all our pre-
cautions, they foon found the road to
Botany Bay, in vifits to the French, who
would gladly have difpenfed with their
company.

But as feverity alone was known-to be
mnadequate at once to chaltize and reform,
no opportunity was omitted to affure the
convidts, that by their good behaviour and
fubmiffive deportment, every claim to pre-
fent diftin€tion and future favour was to be
earned. 'That this caution was not attend-
ed with all the good effets which were
hoped from it, I have only to lament;
that it operated in fome cafes is indif-
putable 5 nor will a candid and humane
mind fail to confider and allow for the
fituation thefe unfortunate beings fo pecu-
larty ftood in.  While they were on board
thip, the two fexes had been kept moft
rigoroufly apart ; but, when landed, their
feparation became impraéticable, and would.
have been, perhaps, wrong. Licentiouf=

nefs
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nefs was the unavoidable confequence, and
their old habits of depravity were begin-

ning to recur. What was to be attempted ? -
To prevent their intercourfe was impoffible ;

and to palliate its evils only remained. Mar-

riage was recommended, and fuch advan-

tages held out to thofe who aimed at refor-

mation, as have greatly contributed to the
tranquillity of the {ettlement.

On the Sunday after our landing divine
fervice was performed under a great tree,
by the Rev. Mr. Johnfon, Chaplain of the
Settlement, in the prefence of the troops
and conviéts, whofe behaviour on the occa-
fion was equally regular and attentive. In
the courfe of our paffage this had been re-
peated every Sunday, while the thips were
i port ; and in addition to it, Mr. Johnfon
had furnithed them with books, at once
tending to promote inftruction and piety.

The Indians for a little while after our
arrival paid us frequent vifits, but in a few
days they were obferved to be more thy of
our company. From what caufe their dif-

tafte
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tafte arofe we never could trace, as we had
made itour ftudy, on thefe occafions, to treat
them with kindnefs, and load them with
prefents.  No quarrel had happened, and
we had flattered ourfelves, from Governor
Phillip’s firlt reception among them, that
fuch a conneftion might be eftablithed as
would tend to the intereft of both. parties.
It feems, that on that occafion, they not
only received our people with great cordi-
ality, but fo far acknowledged their autho-
rity as to fubmit, that a boundary, during
their firft interview, might be drawn on the
fand, which they attempted not to infri mﬂe,
and appeared to be fatisfied with,

CHAP:
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CHAR. X

Februaty, 1488.

The Reading of the Commiffions, and taking
= Poffeffion of the Settlement, in SJorm. With
an Account of the Courts of Law, and
Mode of adminiftering Public Juftice in this
Country,

YAWING to the multiplicity of preffing
bufinefs neceflary to be performed im-
mediately after landing, it was found impofs
fible to read the public commiffions and take
pofieffion of the colony in form, until the
7th of February. On that day all the offi-
cers of guard took poft in the marine battas
lion, which was drawn up, and marched off
the parade with mufic playing, and colours
fiying, to an adjoining ground, which had
been cleared for the occafion, whereon the
convits were aflembled tohear His Majefty’s
commiffion read, appointing his Excellency
Arthur Phillip, E{g. Governor and Captain
General in and over the territory of New
K South
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South Wales, and its dependencies ; toge-
ther with the A& of Parliament for eftablifh«
ing trials by law within the fame; and the
patents under the Great Seal of Great Bris
tain, for holding the civil and criminal courts
of judicature, by which all cafes of life and
death, as well as matters of property, weré
to be decided. When the Judge Advocate
had finifhed reading, his Excellency ad-
drefled himfelf to the convifs in a pointed
and judicious fpeech, informing them of his
future intentions, which were, invariably
to cherith and render happy thofe who
thewed a difpofition to amendment ; and to
let the rigour of the Jaw take its courfe
againft fuch as might dare to tranfgrefs the
bounds prefcribed. At the clofe three vol-
lies were fired in honour of the occafion,
and the battalion marched back to their
parade, where they were reviewed by the
Governors, who was received with all the
honours due to his rank. His Excellency
was afterwards pleafed to thank them, in
public orders, for their behaviour from the
time of their embarkation ; and to atk the

officers to partake of a cold collation, -at
which
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which it is fcarce neceflary to obferve, that

many loyal and public toafts were drank in
commemoration of the day.

In the Governor’s commiffion, the extent
of this authority is defined to reach from
the latitude of 43° 49” fouth, to the latitude
of 10° 37 fouth, being the northern and
fouthern extremities of the continent of
New Holland. Tt commences again at 135th
degree of longitude caft of Greenwich,
and proceeding in an eafterly direttion,
includes all iflands within the limits of the
above fpecified latitudes in the Pacific ocean.
By this partition it may be fairly prefumed,
that every fource of future litigation be-
tween the Dutch and us will be for ever cut
off, as the difcoveries of Englifh navigators
alone are comprized in this territory,

Nor have Government been more back-
ward in arming Mr. Phillip with plenitude
of power, than extent of dominion. Nao
mention is made of a Council to be ap-
pointed, fo that he is left to act entirely
from his own judgement. And asno fated

K2 time
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time of aflembling the Courts of Juftice is
pointed out, fimilar to the affizes and gaol
deliveries of England, the duration of im-
prifonment is altogether in his hands. The
power of fummoning General Courts Mar-
tial to meet he is alfo invefted with, but the
infertion in the marine mutiny a&, of a
fmaller number of officers than thirteen be-
ing able to compofe fuch a tribunal, has
been neglected: fo that a mulitary court,
fhould detachments be made from head-
quarters, or ficknefs prevail, may not al-
ways be found practicable to be obtained,
unlefs the number of officers, at prefent in
the Settlement, fhall be increafed.

Should the Governor fee caufe, he is ena-
bled to grant pardons to offenders convicted,
< in all cafes whatever, treafon and wilful
¢ murder excepted,” and even in thefe, has
authority to ftay the execution of the law,
until the King's pleafure fhall be fignified,
In cafe of thc Governor’s death, the Lieu-
tenant Governor takes his place ; and on his
demife, the fenior officer on the fpot is au-
thorifed to affume the reins of power.

Not-



¢ &)

- Notwithftanding the premifes m;xde on
one {ide, and the forbearanee fhewn on: tﬁe
wother, JOlnﬂd to the impending rod of ju{~
tice, it was with infinite regret that every:
onc faw, in four days afterwards, the necef=
fity of aflembling a Criminal Court, which
was accordingly conyened by warrant from
the Governor, and confifted of - the: Judge
Advocate, who prefided, thtee ,ugwﬂ; and

three marine officers,

As the conflitution of this court is altoge-
ther new in the Britith annals, I;hope_-;ny
reader will not think me prolix in the de-
fcription 1 am about to give of it.  The
number of members, including. the Judge
Advocate, 1s limited, by Act of Parliament,
to {even, who are exprefily ordered to be
officers, either of His Majefty's feg eor Jand
forces., The vourt being met, completely
arrayed and armed as at a military tribusial,
the Judge Advocate proceeds to adminifter
the ufyal cath taken by jurymen in England
to cach member ; ong of whem afterwards -
fwears him in a, like manner. = This cere-
mony being adjufted, the crime laid to the

pri-
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prifoner’s charge is read to him, and the
queftion of Guilty, or Not guilty, put. No
law officer on the fide of the crown being
appointed, (far I prefume the head of the
court ought hardly to confider himfelf m
that light, notwithftanding the title he
bears) to profecute the criminal is left en-
tirely to the party, at whofe fuit he
is tried.  All the witneffes are examined on
oath, and the decifion is direéted to be given
according to the laws of England, * oras
nearly as may be, allowing for the circum-
¢ {tances and fituation of the fettlement,” by
“a majority of votes, beginning with the
youngeft member, and ending with the pre-
fident of the court. In cafes, however, of
a capital nature, no verdict can be given,
unlefs five, at leaft, of the feven members
prefent concur therein. The evidence on
both fides being finithed, and the prifoner’s
defence heard, the court is cleared, and on
the judgement being fettled, is thrown open
again, and fentence pronounced. During
the time the court fits, the place in which
1t 1s affembled is directed to be furrounded
by a guard under arms, and admiffion to

every
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every one who may choofe to enter it,
granted. 'Of late, however, our colonifts
are fuppofed to be in fuch a train of fubor-
dination, as to make the prefence of fo
large a military force unneceflary ; and two
centinels, in addition to the Provoft Martial,
are confidered as fufficient,

It would be as needlefs, as impertinent,
to anticipate the refletions which will anife
in reading the above account, wherein a re-
gard to accuracy enly has been confulteds
By comparing it with the mode of adminif-
tering juftice in the Englith courts of law,
it will be found to differ in many points very
eflentially. And if we turn our eyes to the
ufage of military tribunals, it no lefs departs
from the cuftoms obferved in them. Let
not the novelty of it, however, prejudice any
oue {o far as to difpute its efficacy, and the
neceflity of the cafe which gave it birth.

The court, whofe meeting is already {poken
of, proceeded to the trial of three conviéts,
one of whom was convi@ed of having ftruck
3 marine with a cooper’s adze, and other-

2 wife
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wife behaving it very riotous and {canda-
lous mantier, for which-he was fentenced
to. receive oné Hundred and fifty Tafhes, be-
iga fomaller panithmeént fam a foldier in
#-likes cals, would Have fuffered from the
yudn'ement of 'a'court tiartial. & fe(;.rmd for
havuw committed a- pctly*t&cf"c-, was fent to a
{mall barren ifland, and kept there on bread
aiid wiitet only, for a week, And the third
wis {Bntenced to receive fifty Iathes, but was
recommended by the ¢ourt t6 tht‘ Governor,
ard Forn{vcm ' :
-! BimGs 1 ]
-Hithertoy howmr, [Fcbvuary] nothuw
qf a very atrocious’ maturé had 1ppeared
But the day was at hand, oh'which the vio-
lation of plblic fecurity could 'no longer be
teltrained, "by. the infliction of temporary
punithment. | A fet of .defperate and har-
dened: villains, 'leagued themfelves' for the
purpofes of depredation; and, as it gene~
rally happens, had art enough to perfu.ldc
forrie others lofs deeply verﬁ:d‘ in iniquity,
to'be the inftriments for carrying it on/
Fortunately - the! porgrefs - of * thefe mif~
creants was not of long” duration. They
were
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were detelted in ftealing a large quantity of
provifions at the time of iffuing them. And
on being apprehended, one of the tools of
the fuperiors impeached: the feft, and difclo-
{ed the fcheme. The trial came on the
28th of the month, and of four who were
arraigned for the offence, three wete con-
demned to die, and the fourth to receive
a very {evere corporal punithmeént. In

hopes that his lenity would not be abufed,
hiis Excellency was, however, pleafed to
order one only for execution, which tock
place a little before fun-fet the fame day.
The name of the unhappy wretch was,
Thomas Rarret, an oldand defperate offender,
who died with that hardy fpirit, which too
often is found in the worft and moft aban-
doned clafs of men ; during the executionthe
battalion of marines was under arms, and
the whole of the conviéls obliged to be pre-
fent. The two affociates of the fufferer
were ordered to be kept clofe prifoners, un-
til an eligible place to banifh them to could
be fixed on ; as were alfo twomore, who on
the following day were condemned to die
fora fimilar offence.

g Befides
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Befides the Criminal court, there is an
inferior one, compofed of the Judge Advo-
cate, and one or more juftices of the peace,
for the trial of {fmall mifdemeanours. This
court is likewife empowered to decide all
law fuits, and its verdict is final, except where
the fum in difpute amounts to more than
three hundred pounds, in which cafe an ap-
peal to England can be made from its decree.
Should neceflity warrant it, an Admiralty
court, of which Lieutenant Governor Rofs
1s judge, can alfo be fummoned, for the
trial of offences committed on the high
{eas.

From being unwilling to break the thread
of my narrative, I omitted to note in its pro-
per place the failing of the Supply, Lieut.
Ball, on the 15th of the month, for Nor-
folk Iland, which the Governor had in-
ftructions from the miniftry to take poffef-
fion of. Liecut. King of the Sirius was fent
as {uperintendant and commandant of this
place, and carried with him a furgeon, a’
midfhipman, a fawyer, a weaver, two ma-

I rines,
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rines, and fixteen convifts, of whom fix
were women. He was alfo fupplied with a
certain number of live animals to ftock
the ifland, befides garden feeds, grain, and
other requifites,

I 3 CHAP.
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CH AR

A Defeription of the Natives of New South
Wales, and our Tranfactions with them.

DOUBT not my readers will be as glad

as I feel myfelf, to con_clude the dull de-
tail of the laft chapter. If they pleafe, they
may turn from the fubtle intricacics of the
law, to contcmplate the fimple undifguifed
workings of nature, in her moft artlefs co-
lql_;ring. Lol VAR Rreele

I have already faid, we had been but
very few days at Port Jackfon, when an
alteration in the behaviour of the natives
was perceptible; and I with T could add,
that a longer refidence in their neighbour-
hood had introduced a greater degree of
cordiality and intermixture bctween the old,
and new, lords of the foil, than at the dajr
on which this publication is dated fubfifts.

From
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From their eafy reception of us in the bes
ginning, many were induced to call in quef-
tion the accounts which Mr. Cook had gi-
ven of this people. That celebrated naviga-
tor, we were willing to believe, had {fome-
how by his conduét offended them, which
prevented the intercourfe that would other-
wife have taken place. The refult, how-
ever, of our repeated endeavours to induce
them to come among us has been fuch as ta
confirm me in an opinion, that they either
fear or defpife us too much, to be anxious
for a clofer connefion. And I beg leave
at once, to apprize the reader, that all I can
here, or in any future part of this work, re-
late with fidelity of the natives of New South
Wales, muft be made up of detached ob-
fervations, taken at different times, and not
from a regular feries of knowledge of the
cuftoms and manners of a people, with
whom opportunities of communication are

fo fcarce, as to have been feldom obtain-
ed.

In their perfons, they are far from being
a ftout race of men, though nimble, (pright-

ly,
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ly, and vigorous. ‘The deficiency of one of
the fore teeth of the upper jaw, mentioned
by Dampier, we have feen in almoft the
whole of the men; but their organs of fight,
fo far from being defective, as that author
mentions thofe of the inhabitants of the wef-
tern fide of the continent to be, are remark-
ably quick and piercing, Their colour, Mr.
Cook 1s inclined to think rather a deep cho-
colate, than an abfolute black, though he
confefles, they have the appearahce of the
latter, which he attributes to the greafy filth
their tkins are loaded with, Of their want
of cleanlinefs we have had fufficient proofs,
but I am of opinion, all the wathing in the
world would not render them two degrees
lefs black than an African negro. At fome
of our firft interviews, we had feveral droll
inftances of their miftaking the Africans we
brought with us for their own countrymen,

Notwithftanding the difregard they have
invariably fhewn for all the finery we could
deck them with, they are fond of adorning
them{elyes with fcars, which increafe their
natural hideoufnefs. It is hardly poffible ta

feg
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fec any thing in human fhape more ugly,
than one of thefe favages thus fcarified,
and farther ornamented with a fith bone
ftruck through the griftle of the nofe. The
cuftom of daubing themfelves with white
carth is alfo frequent among both fexes :
but, unlike the inhabitants of the iflands in
the Pacific Ocean, they rejett the beautiful

feathers which the birds of their country
afford.

Exclufive of their weapons of offence, and
a few ftone hatchets very rudely falhioned,
their ingenuity is confined to manufadturing
{mall nets, in which they put the fith they
catch, and to fith-hooks made of bone, nei-
ther of which are unikilfully executed. On
many of the rocks are al{o to be found deli-
neations of the figures of men and birds,
very poorly cut.

Of the ufe or benefit of cloathing, thefe
people appear to have no comprehenfion,
though their {ufferings from the climate they
live in, ftrongly point out the necefiity of a
covering from the rigour of the feafons.

Both
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Both fexes, and thofe of all ages, dre in-
variably found naked: But it muft not
be inferred from this, thdt cuftom {o
inures them to the changes of the ele-
ments, as to make them bear with indif-
ference the extremes of heat and cold ; for
we have had vifible and repeated proofs, that
the latter affects them feverely, when they
are {een fhivering, and huddling themfelves
up in heaps in their huts, or the caverns of
the rocks, until a fire can be kindled.

Than thefe huts n'.othihg moré rude in
conftruction, or deficient in conveniency;
can be imagined. They confift only of
pieces of bark laid together i the form of
an oven, open at one end, and very low;
though long enough for a man to lic at full
length in.  There 15 reafon, however, to be<
lieve, that they depend lefs on them for
thelter, than on the caverns with which the
rocks abound.

'T'o cultivation of the ground they are ut-
ter firangers, and wholly depend for food on
the few fruits they gather; the roots they

dig
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dig up in the fwamps; and the filh they
pick up along fhore, or contrive to ftrike
from their canoes with fpears. Fifhing, in-
deed, feems to engrofs nearly the whole of
their time, probably from its forming the
chief part of a fubfiftence, which, obferva-
tion has convinced us, nothing fhort of the
moft painful labour, and unwearied affi-
duity can procure. When fith are {carce,
which frequently happens, they often watch
the moment of our hauling the feine,
and have more than once been known to
plunder its contents, in {pite of the oppo-
fition of thofe on the fpot to guard it: and
this even after having received a part of what
had been caught. The only refource at
thefe times is to thew a mufquet, and if the
bare fight is not {ufficient, to fire it over their
heads, which has feldom failed of difperfing
them  hitherto, but how long the terror
which it excites may continue is doubtful.

The canoes in which they fith are as
defpicable as thicit huts, being nothing more
than a large piece of bark tied up at both
ends with vides. Their dexterous manage-

M ment
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ment of thetn, added to the fwiftnefs with
which they paddle, and the boldnefs that
leads them feveral miles in the open fea,
are, neverthelefs, highly deferving of ad-
miration. A canoe is feldom feen without
a fire in it, to drefs the fith by, as foon
as caught : fire they procure by attrition.

From their manner of difpofing of thofe
who die, which will be mentioned hereafter,
as well as from every other obfervation,
there feems no reafon to fuppofe thefe peo-
ple cannibals ; nor do they ever eat animal
{ubftances in a raw ftate, unlefs prefled by
extreme hunger, but indifcriminately broil
them, and their vegetables, on a fire, which
renders thefe laft an innocent food, though
in their raw ftate many of them are of a
poifonous quality : as a poor convict who
unguardedly eat of them experienced, by
falling a facrifice in twenty-four hours af-
terwards. If bread be given to the Indians,
they chew and fpit it out again, feldom
choofing to fwallow it. ~ Salt beef and pork
they like rather better, but fpirits they never

could be brougnt to tafte a fecond time.
I The"
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The only domeftic animal they have is
the dog, which in their language is called
Dingo, and a good deal refembles the fox
dog of England. Thefe animals are equally
thy of us, and attached to the natives, Oneof
them is now in the pofleflion of the Governor,
and tolerably well reconciled to his new maf-
ter. AsthelIndians fee the diflikeof the dogs
to us, they are fometimes mifchievousenough
to fet them on fingle perfons whom they
chance to meet in the woods. A furly fellow
was one day out fhooting, when the natives
attempted to divert themfelvesin this manner
at his expence.  The man bore the teazing
and gnawing of the dog at his heels for fome
time, but apprehending at length, that his
patience might embolden them to ufe ftill
farther liberties, he turned round and fhot
poor Dingo dead on the {pot : the owners
of him fet off with the utmoft expedition.

There is no part of the behaviour of
thefe people, that has puzzled us more,
than that which relates to their women,
Comparatively fpeaking we have feen but
few of them, and thofe have been {ome-
' M 2 times.
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times kept back with every {ymptom of jea-
lous fenfibility ; and fometimes offered with
every appearance of courteous familiarity.
Cautious, however, of alarming the feelings
of the men on {o tender a point, we have
conftantly made a rule of treating the females
with that diftance and referve, which we
judged moft likely to remove any impreflion
they might have received of our intending
ought,: which could give offence on fo de-
licate afubje&. -And fo fuccefsful have our
endeavours been, thata quarrel on this head
has in no inftance, that I know of, happen-
ed. ‘The tone of voice of the women,
which is pleafingly foft and feminine, forms
a ftriking contraft to the rough guttural pro-
nunciation of the men. Of the other charms
of ‘the ladies I fhall be filent, though juftice
obliges me to mention, that, in‘the opinion
of fome amongft us, they fhew a degree of
timidity and bafhfulnefs, which are, perhaps,
infeparable from the female chara&er in its
rudeft ftate. It is not a Jittle fingular, that
the cuftom of cutting off the two lower
Joints of the little finger of the left hand,
obferved in the Society Iflands, is found

here
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here among the women, who have for the
moft part undergone this amputation. Hi-
therto we have not been able to trace out
the caufe of this ufage. At firft we fup-
pofed it to be peculiar to the married women,
or thofe who had borne children ; but this
conclufion muft have been erroneous, aswe
have no right to believe that celibacy prevails
in any inftance, and fome of the oldeft of
the women are without this diftinétion ;
and girls of a very tender age are marked

by it.

On firfk fetting foot in the country,
we were inclined to hold the {pears of the
natives very cheap. Fatal experience has,
however, convinced us, that the wound in«~
flicted by this weapon is not a trivial one 3
and that the 1kill of the Indians in throwing
it, is far from defpicable. Befides more than
a dozen conviéts who have unaccountably
difappeared, we know that two, who were
employed as rufh cutters up the harbaur,
were (from what caufe we are yet ignorant)
moft dreadfully mangled and butchered by
the natives, A {pear had pafled entirely

through
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through. the thickeft part of the body of oné
of them, though a very robuft man, and
the fkull of the other was beaten in. - "Their
toals were taken away, but fome provifions
which they had with them at the time of the
murder; and their cloaths, were left un-
touched, In addition to this misfortune,
two more convits, who were peaceably en-
gaged in picking of greens, on a fpot very
remote from that where their comrades fuf-
fered, were unawares attacked by a party of
Indians, and before they could effect .their
efcape, one of them was picrced by a fpear
in the hip, after which they knocked him
‘down, and plundered his cloaths, The
poot wretch, though dreadfully wounded,
made fhift to crawl off, but his compa-
pion was carried away by thefe barbarians,
and his fate doubtful, until a foldier, a few
days afterwards,. picked up his jacket and
hat in a native’s hut, the latter pierced
through by a fpear, - We have found that
thefe fpears are not madg invariably alike,
fome of them being barbed like a fith gig,
and' others fimply pointed. In repairing
them they are no lefs dexterous than in

throw-
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throwing them. A broken one being given,
by a gentleman to an Indian, he inftantly
{natched up an oyfter-fhell, and converted it
with his teeth into a tool, with which he
prefently fafhioned the fpear, and rendered
it fit for ufe: in performing this operation,
the fole of his foot ferved him as a work-
board. Nor are their weapons of offence
confined to the {pear only, for they have
befides long wooden fwords, fhaped like a
fabre, capable of infliting a mortal wound,
‘and clubs of an immenfe fize. Small tar-
gets, made of the bark of trees, are like-
wife now and then to be {feen among them.

From circumftances which have been ob-
ferved, we have fometimes been inclined to
believe thefe people at war with each other.
They have more than once been feen aflem-
bled, as if bent on an expedition. An offi-
Cer one day met fourteen of them marching
along in a regular Indian file through the
woods, each man armed with a fpear in his
right hand, and a large ftone in hisleft: at
their head appeared a chief, who was diftin-
guithed by being painted. Though in the.

Pl’()-
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proportion of five to one of our people they
paffed peaceably on.

That their {kill in throwing the fpear
fometimes enables them to kill the kangaroo
we have no right to doubt, as a long {plin-
ter of this weapon was taken out of the
thigh of one of thefe animals, over which
the fleth had completely clofed; but we
have never difcovered that they have any
method of enfharing them, or that they
know any other beafts but the kangaroo
and dog. Whatever animal is thewn them,
a dog excepted, they call kangaroo: a ftrong
prefumption that the wild animals of the
country are very few.

Soon after our arrival at Port Jackfon, I
was walking out near a place where I ob-
ferved a party of Indians, bufily employed
in looking at fome fheep in an inclofure,
and repeatedly crying out, Kangaroo, kan-
garoo ! As this feemed to afford them plea-
fure, I was willing to increafe it by point-
ing out the horfes and cows, which were
at no great diftance, But unluckily, at the

moment,
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moment, fome female conviéts, employed
near the place, made their appearance, and
all my endeavours to divert their attention
from the ladies became fruitlefs. They at-
tempted not, however, to offer them the
leaft degree of violence or injury, but ftood
at the diftance of feveral paces, exprefling

very fignificantly the manner they were at+
tracted,

It would be trefpaffing on the reader’s in-
dulgence were 1 to impofe on him an ac-
count of any civil regulations, or ordi-
nances, which may poflibly exift among
this people. I declare to him, that I know
not of any, and that excepting a little tribu-
tary refpeét which the younger part appear
to pay thofe more advanced in years, I never
could obferve any degrees of fubordination
among them. To their religious rites and
opinions I am equally a ftranger. Had an
opportunity offered of feeing the ceremonies
obferved at difpofing of the dead, perhaps,
fome infight ‘might have been gained ; but
all that we at prefent know with certainty
is, that they burn the corpfe, and afterwards

N heap
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heap up the earth around it, fomewhat in
‘the manner of the fmall tumuli, found in
many counties of England,

I have already hinted, that the country is
more populous than it was generally believed
to be in Europe at the time of our failing.
But this remark is not meant to be extended
to the interior parts of the continent, which
there is every reafon to conclude from our
refearches, as well as from the manner of
living practifed by the natives, to be unin-
habited, It appears as if fome of the Indian
families confine their {ociety and connec-
tions within their own pale : but that this
cannot always be the cafe we know ; for on
the north-weft arm of Botany Bay ftands a
village, which contains more than a dozen
houfes, and perhaps five times that number
of people; being the moft confiderable efta-.
blithment that we are acquainted with in
the country. “As a ftriking proof, befides,
of the numeroufnefs of the natives, I beg
leave to ftate, that Governor Phillip, when
on an excurfion between the head of this
harbour and that of Botany Bay, once fell

in
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in with a party, which confifted of more
than threg hundred perfons, two hundred
and twelve of whom were men: this hap-
pened only on the day following the murder
of the two convi& rufh cutters, befote no-
ticed, and his Excellency was at the very
time in fearch of the murderers, on whom,
could they have been found, he intended to
inflit a2 memorable and exemplary punifh-
ment. The meeting was unexpected to both
parties, and, confidering the critical fituation
of affaits, perhaps not very pleafing to our
fide, which confifted but of twelve perfons,
until the peaceable difpofition of the Indians
was manifeft. After the {tricteft fearch the
Governor was obliged to return without ha-
ving gained any information. The lauda-
ble perfeverance of his Excellency to throw
every light on this unhappy and myfterious
bufinefs did not, however, ftop here, for
he inftituted the moft rigorous inquiry to
find out, if poffible, whether the convicts
had at any time ill treated or killed any
of the natives; and farther, iffued a pro-
clamation, offering the moft tempting of all
rewards, a ftate of freedom, to him who

N2 thould
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fhould point out the murderer, in cafe fuch
an one-exifted.

I have thus impartially ftated the fitua
ation of matters, as they ftand while I
writey between the natives and usj that
greater progrefs in attaching them to us
has not been made, I have only to re-
gret; but that all ranks of men have tried
to effe& it, by every reafonable effort from
which fuccefs might have been expected, 1
can teftify ; nor can I omit faying, that in
the higher ftations this has been eminently
confpicuous. The public orders of Gover-
nor Phillip have invariably tended to pro-
mote fuch a behaviour on our fide, as was
moft likely to produce this much withed-for
event. To what caufe then are we to at-
tribute the diftance which the aceomplifh-
ment of it appears at? Ianfwer, to the
fickle, jealous, wavering difpofition of the
people we have to deal with, who, like all
other favages, are either too indolent, too in-
different, or too fearful to form an attachment
on eafy terms, with thofe who differ in ha-
‘bits and manners {o widely from themfelves.
Before I clofe the fubject, I cannot, how-

ever,
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ever, omit to telaté the following ludicrous
adventure; which poffibly may be of greater
ufe in effeCting what we have {o much at
heart, than all our endeavours,

Some young gentlemen belonging to the
Sirius one day met a native, an old man, in
the woods ; he had a beard of confiderable
length, which his new acquaintance gave
him to underftand, by fignals; they would
rid him of, if he pleafed; ftroaking their
chins, and fhewing him the fmoothnefs of
them at the fame time ; at length the old
Indian conferited, and one of the yotngs
fers taking a penknife from his pocket, and
making ufe of the beft fubftitute for lather
he could find, performed the operation with
great fuccefs, and, as it proved, much to
the liking of the old man, who in a few days
after repofed a confidence in us, of which
we had hitherto known no example, by pad-
dling along-fide the Sirius in his canoe, and
pointing to his beard. Various arts were
ineffe¢tually tried to induce him to enter
the fhip; but as he continued to decline
the invitation, a barber was fent down into

the
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the boat along-fide the canoe, from whenée,
leaning over the gunnel, he complied with
‘the with of the old beau, to his infinite
fatisfattion. In addition to the confequen-
ces which our fanguine hopes led us tor
expect from this dawning of cordiality; it
affords proof, that the beard is confidered
by this people more as an incumbrance than
a mark of dignity.

CHAP.
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CHAP XI

The Departure of the French from Botany
Bay; and the Return of the Supply from
Norfolk Hland ; awith a Difeovery made
by Lieuienant Ball on his Paffage to it.

March 1788,
BOUT the middle of the month our
good friends the French departed from
Botany Bay, in profecution of their voyage.
During their ftay in that port, the officers
of the two nations had frequent opportuni-
ties of teftifying their mutual regard by vi-
{its, and every interchange of friendfhip and
efteem. Thefe thips failed from France, by
order’ of the King, on the 1ft of Auguft,
178¢, under the command of Monfieur De
Perroufe, an officer whofe eminent qualifi-
cations, we had reafon to think, entitle him
to fill the higheft ftations. In England par-
ticularly, he ought long to be remembered
with admiration and gratitude, for the hu»
manity which marked his conduét, when
2 ordered
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ordered to deftroy our fettlement at Hud-
fon’s Bay, in the I_aﬂ: war, His fecond iu
command was the Chevalier Clonard, an
officer alfo of diftinguithed merit,

In the courfe of the voyage thefe (hipshad
been {o unfortunate as to lofe a boat, with
many men and officers in her, off the weft
of California ; and afterwards met with an
accident ftill more to be regretted, at an
ifland in the Pacific Ocean, difeovered by
Monfieur Bougainville, in the latitude of
14 19" fouth, longitude 173° 3" 20 eaft
of Paris, Here they had the misfortune ta
have no lefs than thirteen of their crews,
among whom was the officer at that time fe-
cond in command, cut off by the natives,
and many more defperately wounded. Ta
what caufe this éruel event was to be at-
tributed, they knew not, as they were about
to quit the iffand after having lived with the
Indians in the greateit harmony for feveral
weeks ; and exchanged, during the time,
their European commodities for the produce
of the place, which they defcribe as filled
with a race of people remarkable for beauty

and
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and comelinefs; and abounding in refrefh-
ments of all kinds.

It was no lefs gratifying to an Englifh ear,
than honourable to Monfieur De Perroufe,
to witnefs the feeling manner in which he
always mentioned the name and talents of
Captain Cook. That illuftrious circumna-
vigator had, he faid, left nothing to thofe
who might follow in his track to defcribe,
or fill up. As I found, in the courfe of
converfation, that the French fhips had
touched at the Sandwich Iflands, I afked
M. De Perroufe what reception he had
met with there. His anfwer deferves to be
known : ¢ During the whole of our voyage
¢¢ in the South Seas, the people of the Sand-
¢ wich Iflands were the only Indians who
““ never gave us caufe of complaint. They
¢ furnithed us liberally with provifions, and
“ adminiftered cheerfully to all our wants.”
It may not be improper to remark, that
Owhyee was not one of the iflands vifited
by this gentleman.

O In_
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In the fhort ftay made by thefe thips at
Botany Bay, an Abb¢, one of the naturalifts
on board, died, and was buried on the north
thore. ‘The French had hardly departed,
when the natives pulled down a {mall
board, which had been placed over the {pot
where the corpfe was interred, and defa-
ced every thing around. On being infor-
med of it, the Governor fent a party over
with orders to affix a plate of copper on a
tree near the place, with the following in-
{cription on it, which is a copy of what was
written on the board :

Hic jicet L. RECEVEUR,

E. F. F. minnibus Galliz, Sacerdos, Phy-

ficus, in circumnavigatione mundi, Duce

De L.a Perroufe.

Obiit die 17° Februarii, anno 1488,

This mark of refpe@ful attention was
more particularly due, from M. De Perroufe
having, when at Kamfchatka, paid a fimi-
lar tribute of gratitude to the memory of

Captain
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Captain Clarke, whofe tomb was found in
nearly as ruinous a ftate as that of the Abbé,

Like ourfelves, the French found it nes
ceffary, more than once, to chaftife a fpirit
of rapine and intrufion which prevailed a-
mong the Indians around the Bay. ‘The me-
nace of pointing a mufquet to them was
frequently ufed ; and in one or two inftances
it was fired off, though without. being at-

‘tended with fatal confequences, Indeed the
French commandant, both from a regard to
the orders of his Court, as well as to our
quiet and fecurity, fhewed a moderation and
forbearance on this head highly becoming,

On the 2oth of March, the Supply ar-
rived from Norfolk Ifland, after having
fafely landed Lieutenant King and his little
garrifon. The pine-trees growing there are
deferibed to beof a growth and height fupe-
rior, perhaps, to any in the world. But the
difficulty of bringing them away will nog
be eafily furmounted, from the badnefs and
slanger of the landing place. After the moft
exa&t fearch, not a fingle plant of the New

Q3 {ean
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Zealand flax could be found, though we had
been taught to believe it abounded there.

Lieutgnant Ball, in returning to Port
Jackfon, touched at a fmall ifland in Jati-
tude 31° 36" fouth, longitude 159° 4 eaft
of Grcenwxch which he had been fortu-

nate enough to difcover on his paffige to
Norfolk, and to which he gave the name
of Lord Howe’s Ifland. It is cntlrcly with-
out inhabitants, or any traces of any ha-
ving ever been there, But it happily abounds
in what will be infinitely more importance to
the fettlers on New South Wales : green
turtle of the fineft kind frequent it in the
fummer feafon. Of this Mr. Ball gave us
fome very handfome and acceptable {peci-
mens on his return. Befides turtle, the
ifland is well ftocked with birds, many of
them {0 tame as to be knocked down by the
feamen with fticks. -At the diftance of four
leagues from Lord Howe’s Ifland, and in
Iatltudcnl 30" {outh, longitude 159° 8" eaft,
ftands a remarkablc rock, of confiderable
height, to which Mr. Ball &ave the name of
Ball’s Pyramid, from the fhape it bears,
While
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While the Supply was abfent, Governor
Phillip made an excurfion to Broken Bay,
a few leagues to the northward of Port
Jackfon, in order to explore it. As a har-
bour it almoft equals the latter, but the ad-
Jjacent country was found {o rocky and bare,
as to preclude all poffibility of turning it to
account. Some rnivulets of frefth water fall
into the head of the Bay, forming a very
picturefque fcene.  The Indians wholive on
its banks are numerous, and behaved atten-
tively in a variety of inftances while qu
people remained among them. ' -

CHAP.
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CHA P.XHL

Tranfaiions at Port Jackfon, in the Months of
April and May.,

April, 1788,

S winter was faft approaching, it be-

came neceflary to fecure ourfelves in
quarters, which might fhield us from the
cold we were taught to expe& in this he-
mifphere, though in fo low a latitude. The
erection of barracks for the foldiers was
proje&ed, and the private men of each
company undertook to build for themfelves
two wooden houfes, of fixty-eight feet in
length, and twenty-three in breadth. To
forward the defign, feveral faw-pits were im-
mediately fet to work, and four fhip carpen-
ters attached to the battalion, for the purpofe
of dire&ing and completing this neceflary
undertaking. In profecuting it, however,
fo many difficulties occurred, that we were
feign to circumicribe our original intentions 3

and, inftead of cight houfes, content our-
2 felves
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{elves with four. And even thefe, from the
badnefs of the timber, the fcarcity of arti-
ficers, and other impediments, are at the day
on which I write, fo little advanced, that it
will be well, if at the clofe of the year 1788,
we fhall be eftablithed in them. In the mean
while the married people, by proceeding on
a more contracted {cale, were foon under com-
fortable thelter. Nor were the conviéts for-
zotten ; and as leifure was frequently afforded
them for the purpofe, litde edifices quickly
multiplied on the ground allotted them to

build upon.

But as thefe habitations were intended by
Governor Phillip, to anfwer only the exigen-
cy of the moment, the plan of a town was
drawn, and the ground on which it is here-
after to ftand furveyed, and marked out.
To proceed on a narrow, confined fcale, in
a country of the extenfive limits we pofiefs,
would be unpardonable : extent of empire de-
mands grandeur of defign. That this has been
our view will be readily believed, when I tell
the reader, that the principal ftreet in our
projeéted city will be, when completed,

agreeable



( 104 )

agréc’abie to the plan laid down, two hundred
feet in breadth, and all the reft of a corre-
fponding proportion. How far this will
be accompanied with adequate difpatch, is
another queftion, as the incredulous among
us are fometimes hardy enough to declare,
that ten times our ftrength would not be
able to fiuifh it in as many years.

Invariably intent on exploriig a éoun-
try, from which curiofity promifes fo
many gratifications, his Excellency about
this time undertook an expedition into the
interior parts of the continent. His party
confifted of eleven perfons, who, after being
conveyed by water to the head of the har-
bour, proceeded in a wefterly diretion, to
reach a chain of mountains, which in clear
weather are difcernible, though at an im-
menfe diftance, from fome heights near our
encampment. With unwearied induftry
they continued to penetrate the country for
four days ; but at the end of that time, find-
ing the bafe of the mountain to be yet at the
diftance of more than twenty miles, and
provifions growing fcarce, it was judged

prudent
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prudent to réturn, without hividg accom-:
plithed the end for which the expedition had
been undertaken. ‘To reward their toils,
our adventurers had, however, the pleafure
of difcovering and traverfing an extenfive
tract of ground, which they had reafon to
believe, from the obfervations they were
enabled to make, capable of producing every
thing, which a happy foil and genial climate
can bring forth. In addition to this flatter--
ing appearance, the face of the country is
fuch, as to promife fuccefs whenever it. {hall
be’ cultivated, the trees being at a confider-
able diftance from each other, and the in-
termediate {pace filled, not with underwood,
but a thick rich grafs, growing in the utmoft
luxuriancy. I muft not, however, conceal,
that in this long march, our gentlemen
found not a fingle rivulet, but were under
a neceffity of fupplying themfelves with
water from ﬁanding‘ pools, which they
met with in the vallies, fuppofed to be
formed by the rains that fall at particular
feafons of the year. Nor had they the good
fortune to fee any quadrupeds worth notice,
excepta few kangaroos. To their great fur-

: P prize,
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ptize, they obferved indifputable tracks of
the natives having been lately there, though
mn their whole route none of them were to be
feen; nor any means to be traced, by which

they could procure fubfiftence fo far from
the fea fhore.

On the 6th of May the Supply failed for
Lord Howe Ifland, to take on board turtle
for the fettlement ; but after waiting there
feveral days was obliged to return without
having feen one, owing we apprehended to
the advanced feafon of the year. Three of
the tranfports alfo, which were engaged by
the Eaft India Company to proceed to Chi-
na, to take on board a lading of tea, failed
about this time for Canton,

The unfuccefsful return of the Supply
cafta general damp on our fpirits, for by this,
time freth provifions were become fcarcer
than in a blockaded town. - The little live.
ftock, which with fo heavy an expence,
and through fo many difficulties, we had
brought on fhore, prudence forbade us to
ufe ; and fith, which on our arrival, and_

: “for
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For"'t“ﬂuort time after had been tolcmblc plen-
ty, were become fo {carce, as to be rarely
{cen at the tables of the firft among us.
Had it not been for a ftray kangaroo, which
fortune now and then threw in our way,

we fhould have been utter {trangers to the
tafte of frefh food.

Thus fituated, the fcurvy began its ufual
ravages, and .extended its baneful influence,
more or lefs, through all defcriptions of per-
fons. Unfortunately the efculent vegetable
productions of the country are neither plen-
tiful, nor tend very effettually to remove
this difeafe. And the ground we had turn-
ed up and planted with garden feeds, either
from the nature of the foil, or, which is
more probable, the latenefs of the feafon,
yiclded but a fcanty and infufficient fupply
of what we ftaod {o greatly in need of,

During the period I am deferibing, few
enormous offences were perpetrated by the
convicts. A petty theft was now and then
heard of, and a fpirit of refratory {ullennefs

broke eut at times in fome individuals : one
P2 execu-
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executions only, however, took place, ‘The
{ufferer, who was a very young man, was
convicted of a burglary, and met his fate
with a hardinefs and infenfibility, which the
grofleft ignorance, and moft deplorable want
of feeling, alone could fupply.,

CHAP.
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CHAY AV,

From the Beginning of June, to the Departure
~ of the Ships for Europe.

OURS of feftivity, which under hap-

pier fkies pafs away unregarded, and
are foon configned tg oblivion, acquire in
this forlorn and diftant circle a {uperior de-
gree of acceptable importance.

On the anmverfary of the King’s birth-
day all the officers not on duty, both of the
garrifon and his Majefty’s thips, dined with
the Goverpor. On fo joyful an occafion,
the firft too ever celebrated in our new fet-
tlement, it were needlefs to fay, that loyal
conviviality dictated every fentiment, and
infpired every gueft. Among other public
toafts drunk, was, profperity to Sydney
Cove, in Cumberland county, now named
fo by authority. At daylight in the morn-
ing the fhips of war had fired twenty-one
guns. each, which was repeated at noon,

©and



( 110 )

and anfwered by ‘three vollies from the bat-
talion of marines,

Nor were the officers alone partakers of
‘the genéral relaxation. The four unhappy
wretches - labouring under fentence of ba-
nifhment were freed from their fetters, to
rejoin their former fociety ; and three days
given as holidays .to every conviét in the
colony. Hofpitality too, which ever ac-
quires a double relifth by being extended, was
not forgotten on the 4th of June, when each
prifoner, male and female, received an al-
lowance of grog; and every non-commif-
fioned officer and private foldier had the ho-
nor of drinking profperity to his rayal maf-
ter, in a pint of porter, ferved out at the flag
ftaff, in addition to the cuftomary allowance
of fpirits. Bonfires concluded the evening,
and Tam happy to fay, that excepting a fin-
cle inftance which fhall be taken notice of
hereafter, no bad confequence, or unpleafant
remembrance, flowed from an ind ulgence {o
amply beftowed.

A]*mf
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#bout this time [June] an accident hap-
pened, which I record with much regret.
The whole of our black cattle, confifting of
five cows and a bull, either from not being .
properly fecured, or from the negligence of .
thofe appointed to take care of them, ftrayed
into the woods, and in {pite of all the {earch
we have been ableto make, are not yet found.
As a convi&t of the name of Corbet, who was
accufed of a theft, eloped nearly at the {fame
time, it was at firft beleved, that he had
taken the defperate meafure of driving off
the cattle, in order to {ubfiit on them as
long as pofiible s or perhaps to deliver them
1o the natives. In this uncertainty, parties
to fearch were fent out in different direc-
tions ; and the fugitive declared an outlaw,
1w cafe of not returning by a fixed day. Af-
ter much anxiety and fatigue, thofe who -
had undertaken the tafk returned without
finding the catile.  But on the 21t of the
month, Corbet made his appearance; near a
farm belonging to the Governor, and en-
treated a conyict, who happened to be on
the fpot, to. give him {fome food, as he was .
perithin g for hunger. The man applied to,

under
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under pretence of fetching what he afked
for, went away and immediately gave the
neceffary information, in confequence of
which a party under arms was fent out and
apprehended him: When the poor wretch
was brought in, he was greatly émaciated’
and almoft famifhed. But on proper refto-
ratives being adminiftered, he was fo far re-
covered by the z4th, as to be able to ftand
his trial, when he pleaded Guilty to the rob-
b‘éry with which he ftood charged, and re-
ceived fentence of death. In the courfe of
repeated examinations it plainly appeared, he
was an utter ftranger to the place where the
cattle might be, and was in no fhape con-
cerned in having driven them off.

Samuel Peyton, conviét, for having on
the evening of the King’s birth-day broke
open an officer’s marquee, with an intent to
commit robbery, of which he was fully’
convifted, had fentence of death paffed on
him at the fame time as Corbet; and on”
the following day they were both executed,
confeffing the juftnefs of their fate, and im-=

ploring the forgivenefs of thofe whom they
had
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had injured. Peytori, at the time of 'his
fuffering, was but twenty years of age, the
greateft part of which had been invariably
pafled in the commiflion of crimes, that at
length terminated in his ignominious end.
The following letter, written by a fellow
convit to the fuftferer’s unhappy mother, I
fhall make no apology for prefenting to the
feader ; it affords a melancholy proof, that
not the ignorant and untaught only have
provoked the juftice of their country to ba-
nith them to this remote region.

- “ Sydney Cove, Port Jackfon, -
New South Wales, 24th June, 1588,

¢¢ My dear and honoured mother !

¢« WitH a heart opprefled by.the keeneft
{enfe of anguifh, and too much agitated by
the idea of my very melanchely condition,
to exprefs my own fentiments, I have pre-
vailed on the goodnefs of a commiferating
friend, to do me the laft fad office of ac-
quainting you with the dreadful fate that .
awaits me.

Q | T ]_\Jj'}.—
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¢ My dear mother ! with what agony of
foul do I dedicate the few laft moments of
my life, to bid you an eternal adieu : my
doom being irrevocably fixed, and ere this
hour to-morrow I fhall have quitted, this
vale of wretchednefs, to enter into an un-
known and endlefs eternity. I will not dif=
trefs your tender maternal feelings by any
long comment on the caufe of my prefent
misfortune. Let it therefore fuffice to fay,
that impelled by that firong propenfity to
evil, which neither the virtuous precepts
nor example of the beft of parents could
eradicate, I have at length fallen an un-
happy, though.juft, viétim to my own fol
Lies.

“ Too late I regret my mattention to
your admonitions, and feel myfelf fenfibly
affeCted by the remembrance of the many
anxious moments you have pafled on my
account. For thefe, and all my other tranf~
greflions, however great, I fupplicate the
Divine forgivenefs ; and encouraged by the
promifes of that Saviour who died for us all,
T truft to receive that mercy in the world to

come,
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eome, which my offences have deprived me
of all hope, or expe&ation of, in this. The
afflition which this will coft you, I hope
the Almighty will enable you to bear. Ba-
nifth from your memory all my former in-
difcretions, and let the cheering hope of a
happy meeting hereafter, confole you for
my lofs. Sincerely penitent for my finss
fenfible of the juftice of my conviion and
fentence, and firmly relying on the merits
of a Blefled Redeemer, I am at perfet peace
with all mankind, and truft I fhall yet expe-
rience that peace, which this world cannot
give. Commend my foul to the Divine
merey. 1 bid you an eternal farewell.

Your unhappy dying Son,

SAMUEL PEYTON."

¢ To Mrs. Peyton,
Londan,”

After this nothing occurred with which I
think it neceflary to trouble the reader. The
contents of the following chapters could not,
I conceive, be fo properly interwoven in the
body of the work ; I have, therefore, affigned

Qa them
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them a place by themfelves, with a view that
the conclufions adopted in them may be more
ftrongly enforced on the minds of thofe, to
whom they are more particularly addreffed,

CHAP.
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£ ol Bocn XN

The Face of the Country ; its Productions,
Climate, &,

TO the geographical knawledge of this
country, f{upplied by Captain Cook,

and Captain Furneaux, we are able to
add nothing. The Ilatter explored the
coalt from Van Dieman’s land to the lati-
tude of 3¢° fouth; and Cook from Point
Hicks, which lies in 37° 58/, to Endeavour
Streights. ‘The intermediate {pace between
the end of Furneaux’s difcovery and Point
Hicks, is, therefore, the only part of the
{outh-eaft coaft unknown, and it {o happen-
ed on our paflage thither, owing to the
weather, which forebade any part of the
thips engaging with the fhore, that we are
unable to pronounce whether, -or-not, a
ftraight interfe&s the continent hereabouts :
though I beg leave to fay, that I have been
informed by a naval friend, that when the
2 fleet
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fleet was off this part of the coaft, a flrong
fet-off fhore was plainly felt.

At the diftance of 60 miles inland, a prow.
digious chain of lofty mountains runs nearly
in a north and fouth direction, further than
the eye can trace them. Should nothing
intervene to prevent it, the Governor in=
tends, thortly, to explore their fummits
and, I think there can be little doubt, that
his curiofity will not go unrewarded. If
large rivers do exift in the country, which
fome of us are almoft fceptical enough to
doubt, their {fources muft arife amidft thefe
hills ; and the direction they run in, for g
confiderable diftance, muft be either due
fiorth, or due fouth, For it is ftrikingly
fingular that three {uch noble harbours as
Botany Bay, Port Jackfon, and Broken Bay,
alike end in fhallows and fwamps, filled
with mangroves.

The general face of the country is cers
“tainly pleafing, being diverfified with gentle
afcents, and little winding vallies, covered
for the moft part with large {preading trees,
which
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which afford a fucceflion of leaves in all
{cafons. In thofe places where trees are
{carce, a variety of flowering fhrubs abound,
moft of them entirely new to an European,
and furpafling in beauty, fragrance, and
number, all I ever faw in an uncultivated
{tate : among thefe, a tall thrub, bearing an
elegant white flower, which {mells like
Englith May, is particularly delightful, and
perfumes the air around to a great diftance.
The fpecies of trees are few, and, I am con-
cerned to add, the wood univerfally of fo
bad a grain, as almoft to preclude a poffibi-
lity of ufing it : the increafe of labour oc-
cafioned by this in our buildings has been
fuch, as nearly to exceed belief. Thefe
trees yield a profufion of thick red gum (not
unlike the fanguis draconis) which is found
ferviceable in medicine, particularly in dy-
fenteric complaints, where it has fometimes
fucceeded, when all other preparations have
failed. To blunt its acrid qualities, it is
wiual to combine it with opiates.

The
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Thie tiatitre of the foil is variots. ‘Thar
immediately round Sydney Cove is fandy,
with here and there a ftratum of clay. From
the fand we have yet been able to draw very
little; but there feems no reafon to doubt,
that many large ‘tra@s of land around us!
will bring to perfetion whatever fhall be
fown in them. To give this matter a fair
trial, {fome practical farmers capable of fuch
an undertaking fhould be fent out ; for the
fpots 'we have chofen for experiments in
agriculture, in which we can fcarce be fup-
pofed adepts, have hitherto but ill repaid
our toil, which may be mputable to our
having chofen fuch-as are unfavourable for
our purpole. rovl

Except from the fize of the trees, the dif~
ficulties of clearing the land are not nume-
rous, underwood being rarely found, though
the . country is not abfolutely without it.
Of the natural ‘meadows which Mr. Cook
mentions near Botany Bay, we can give no
account ; none fuch exift about Port Jack-
fon. Grafs, however, grows in every place

but the fv\'amps with the greateft vigour and
luxu-
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luxuriancy, though it is not of the fineft
quality, and is found to agree better with
horfes and cows than. fhesp. A few wild
fruits are fometimes procured, among which
is the {fmall purple apple mentioned by Cock,
and a fruit which has the appearance of a
grape, though in tafte more like a green
goofberry, being exceflively four : probably
were it meliorated by cultivation, it would
become more palatable.

Frefh water, as I have faid before, is
found but in inconfiderable quantities. For
the common purpofes of life there is gene-
rally enough 3 but we know of no ftream
in the country capable of turning a mill:
and the remark made by Mr. Anderfon, of
the drynefs of the country round Adventure
Bay, extends without exception to every pait
of it which we have. penetrated.

Previous to léaving England I remember
to have frequently heard it afferted, that the
difcovery of mines was one of the {econdary
objeéts of the expedition. < Perhaps there are
thines ; butas no perfon competent to form.

= a'de~
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a decifion is to be found among us, I wifli
no one to adopt an idea, that I mean to im-
prefs him with {uch a belief, when I ftate,
that individuals, whofe judgements are not
defpicable, are willing to think favourably of
this conjecture, from {pecimens of ore {een in
many of the ftones picked up here. I can-
not quit this fubjeét without regretting, that
fome one capable of throwing a better light
on it, is not in the colony. Nor can I help
being equally concerned, that an experienced
botanift was not fent out, for the purpofe
of colle&ting and defcribing the rare and
beautiful plants with which the country
abounds.  Indeed, we flattered ourfelves,
when at the Cape of Good Hope, that
Mafon, the King’s botanical gardener, who
was employed there in colle@ing for the
royal nurfery at Kew, would have joined
us, but it {eems his orders and engagements
prevented him from quitting that beaten
track, to enter on this {cene of novelty and
variety.
To the naturalift this country holds out
JMAIy invitations, —Birds,- though not. re-
' markably
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markably numerous, are in great variety,
and of the moft exquifite beauty of plu-
mage, among which are the cockatoo, lo-
ry, and parroquet: but the bird which
principally claims attention is, a {pecies of
oftrich, -approaching nearer to the emu of
South America than any other we know of,
One of them was fhot, at a confiderable dif-
tance, with a fingle ball, by a convit em,
ployed for that purpofe by the Governor;
its weight, when complete, was feventy
pounds, and its length from the end of the
toe to the tip of the beak, feven feet two
inches, though there was reafon to believe
it had not attained its full growth. On dif-
{fe¢tion many anatomical fingularities were
obferved : the gall-bladder was remarkably
large, the liver not bigger than that of a
barn-door fawl, and after the ftricteft fearch
no gizzard could be found ; the legs, which
were of a vaft length, ~were covered
with thick, ftrong {cales, plainly indicating
the animal to be formed for living amidt
defarts ; and the foot differed from an of-
trich's by forming a triangle, inftead of
being scloven,  Gold{mith, whofe accaunt

R 3 of
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of ‘the emu is the only one I can refer to,
fays, ¢¢ that it is covered fromy the back and
rump with long feathers, which fall back-
ward, and cover the anus; thefe feathers
are grey on the back, and white on the
belly.” ‘The wings are fo {mall as hardly
to deferve the name, and are unfurnithed
with thofe beautiful ornaments which adorn
the wings of the oftrich : all the feathers
are extremely coarfe, but the conftrudion
of them deferves notice—they grow in pairs
from a fingle fhaft, a fingularity which the
author I have quoted has omitted to re-
mark, It may be prefumed, that thefe
birds are not very fcarce, as feveral have
been feen, fome of them immenfely large,
but they are fo wild, as to make fhooting
them a matter of great difficulty. Though
incapable of flying, they run with fuch
fwiftnefs, that our fleeteft greyhounds are
left far behind in every attempt to catch
them. The fleth was eaten, and tafted like
beef.

Befides the emu, many birds of prodigi
ous fize have beea feen, which promife to
2 increafg
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increafe the number of thofe defcribed by
naturalifts, whenever we fhall be fortunate
enough to obtain them ; but among thefe
the bat of the Endeayour river is not to be
found. Inthe woods are various little fong-
fters, whofe notes are equally fiveet and
plaintive.

Of quadrupeds, except the kangaroo,

I have little to fay. The few met with are
almoft invariably of the opoffum tribe, but
even thefe do not abound.  To beafts of prey
we are utter ftrangers, nor have we yet any
caufe tobelieve that they exift in the counry.
And happy it is for us that they do not, as
their prefence would deprive us of the only
freth meals the fettlement affords, the fleth of
the kangaroo. This fingular animal is already
known in Eyrope by the drawing and de-
feription of Mr. Cook. To the drawing no~
thing can be objetted but the pofition of
the claws of the hinder leg, which are mix-
ed together like thofe of a dog, whereas no
fuch indiftin@nefs is to be found in the
animal I am deferibing, - It was the Cheva-
‘ Lier
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lier De Perroufe who pointed out this to me,
while we twete comparing a kangaroo with
the plate, which, as he juftly obferved, is
correct enough to give the world in general
a good idea of the animal, but not {uffici-
ently accurate for the man of {cience,

Of the natural hiftory of the kangaroo we
are ftill very ignorant, 'We may, however,
venture to pronounce this animal, a new
fpecies of opoffum, the female being furnith.
ed with a bag, in which the young is cons
tained ; and in which the teats are found,.
Thefe laft are only two in number, a firong
prefumptive proof, had we noother evidence,
that the kangaroo brings forth rarely more
than one at a birth. But this 1s {ettled be-
'yon,d_ a doubt, from more than a dozen fe-
males having been killed, which had invaria-
bly but one formed in the pouch. Notwith-
ftanding this, the animal may be looked
‘on as prolific, from the early age it begins
to breed at, kangaroos with young having
been taken of not more than thirty pounds
‘weight ; and there is room to believe that
when at their utmoft growth, they weigh

nok
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not lefs than one hundred and fifty pounds.
A male of one hundred and thirty pounds
weight has been killed, whofe diinenfions
were as follows :

. Ft, Inch.
Extreme length —_— - 7 3
Do. of the tail — — 3
Do. of the hinderlegs — P2y,
Do. of the fore paws — — 1 7I

Circumference of the tail of the
'\'()Qt. s A ._....: — I " 5

After this perhapsll fhall hardly be credi-
ted, when I affirm that the kangaroo on
being brought forth is not larger than an
Englith moufe. It ig, however, in my pow-
er to {peak pofitively on this head, as 1 have
feen more than one inftance of it.

In running, this animal confines himfelf
entirely to his hinder legs, which are pof-
fefled with an extraordinary mufcular power,
Their fpeed is very great, though not in ge-
neral quite equal tothat of a greyhound ; but

when the greyhounds are fo fortunate as to
{cize
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feize them, they are incapable of retaining *
their hold; from the amazing ftruggles of
the artimal. - The bound of the kangaroo,
when not hard prefled, has been meafured,
and found to exceed twenty feet.

At what time of the year they copulate,
and i1 what manner; we know not : the
tefticles of the male are placed contrary to
the ufual order of nature.

When young, the kangarco eats tender
and well flavoured, tafting like veal, but the
old ones are more tough and ftringy than
bull-beef. They are not carnivorous, and
fubfift altogether on particular flowers and
grafs. ‘Their bleat is. mournful, and very
different from that of any other animal, it
is, however, feldom heard but in the young-

OI1CS.

" Fifh, which our fanguine hopes led us to
expet in great quantities, do not abound.
In fummer they are tolerably plentiful, but
for fome months paft very few have been
taken. Botany Bay in this refped exceeds

Port
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Port Jackfon. The French once caught
ncar two thoufand fith in one day, of a {pe-
cies of grouper, to which, from the form of
a bonedn the head refembling a helmet, we
have given the name of light horfeman. To
this may be added bafs, mullets, fkait, foles,
leather-jackets, and many other fpecies, all
fo good in their kind, as to double our re-
gret at their not being more numerous.
~ Sharks of an enormous fize are found here.
One of thefe was caught by the people
on board the Sirius, which meafured at
- the thoulders fix feet and a half in circum-
ference. His liver yielded twenty-four gal-
lons of oil 3 and in his ftomach was found
the head of a thark, which had been thrown
overboard from the fame thip. The Indians,
probably from having felt the effes of their
voracious fury, teftify the utmoft horror on
{ecing thefe terrible fith,

Venomous animals and reptiles are rarely
feen. large {nakes beautifully variegated
have been killed, but of the effe&t of their
bites we are happily ignorant. Infelts,
though numerous, are by no means, even in

9 {ums
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{fummer, {o troublefome as I have found them

in America, the Weft Indies, and other
countries.

The climate is undoubtedly very defirable
to live in.  In fummer the heats are ufvally
moderated by the fea breeze, which fets in
¢arly ; and in winter the degree of cold is
fo {light as to occafion no inconvenience ;
once or twice we have had- hoar frofts and
hail, but no appearance of fnow. The ther-
mometer has never rifen beyond 84, nor
fallen lower than 35, in general it ftood in
the beginning of Februaryat between 78 and
74 at noon. Nor is the temperature of the
air lefs healthy than pleafant, Thofe dread-
ful putrid fevers by which new countries -
are fo often ravaged, are unknown to us;
and excepting a flight diarrheea, which pre-
vailed {oon after we had landed, and was fa-
tal in very few inftances, we are ftrangers tq
epidemic difeafes.

On the whole, (thunder ftorms in the hot
months excepted) I know not any climate
equal to this I write in, Ere we had been a

fort=
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fortmight on fhore we experienced fome
{torms of thunder accompanied with rain,
than which nothing can be conceived more
violent and tremendous, and their repetition
for feveral days, joined to the damage they,
did, by killing feveral of our ﬂleep; led us
to draw prefages of an unpleafant nature.
Happily, however, for many months we
have efcaped any fimiliar vifitations.

S 2 CHAP,
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- Haa PR~=XVT

The Progrefs made in the Settlement; and
 the Situation of Affairs at the Time of the

Ship, which conveys this Account, [ailing
Jor England.

OR the purpofe of expediting the public
work, the male conviéts have been di-
vided into gangs, over each of which a per-
fon, feleéted from among themfelves, is pla-
ced. Itisto be regretted that Government did
not take this matter into confideration before
we left England, and appoint proper perfons
with reafonable falaries to execute the office
of overfeers; as the confequence of our
prefent imperfe& plan 1s fuch, as to defeat
in a great meafure the purpofes for which
the prifoners were fent out. The female
conviéts have hitherto lived in a ftate of total
dlenefs 5 except a few who are keptat work
in making pegs for tiles, and picking up
fhells for burning into lime. For the laft
1 time
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time I repeat, that the behaviour of all claffes
of thefe people fince our arrival in the fet-
tlement has been better than could, I think,
have been expected from them.

Temporary wooden ftorchoufes covered
with thatch or fhingles, in which the cargoés
of all the fhips have been lodged, are comple-
ted ; and an hofpital is erected. Barracks for
the military are confiderably advanced ; and
little huts to ferve, until fdmet_hing more
permanent can be finithed, have been raifed
on all fides: Notwithftanding this the en-
campments of the marines and conviéts are
ftill kept up; and to fecure their owners
from the coldnefs of the nights, are covered
in with bufhes, and thatched over.

The plan of a town I have already faid is
marked out. And as free-ftone of an excel-
lent quality abounds, one requifite towards
the completion of it is attained. Only two
houfes of ftone are yet begun, which are in-
tended for the Governor and Lieutenant
Governor. One of the greateft impediments
we meet with, is a want of limeftone, of

which
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which no figns appear. Clay for making

bricks 1s in plenty, and a confiderable quan-
tity of them burned and ready for ufe.

In enumerating the public buildings I find
I have been fo remifs as to omit an obferva-
tory, which is erefted at a {mall diftance
from the encampments. It is nearly com-
pleted, and when fitted up with the tele-
fcopes and other aftronomical inftruments
fent out by the Board of Longitude, will
afford a defirable retreat from the liftlefi=
nefs of a camp evening at Port Jacks
fon. One of the principal reafons which
induced the Board to grant this apparatus
was, for the purpofe of enabling Lieutenant
Dawes of the marines, (to whofe care it is
intrufted) to make obfervations on a comet
which is fhortly expected to appear in the
fouthern hemifphere. The latitude of the
obfervatory, from the refult of more than
three hundred obfervations, is fixed at
33° 52’ 30” fouth, and the longitude at
1517 16” 30” eaft of Greenwich. The lati-
tude of the fouth head which forms the en-

trance of the harbour, 33° 51/, and that of
: the
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the north head oppofite to it at 33° 49" 45
fouth.

Since landing here our military force has
fuffered a diminution of only three perfons,
a ferjeantand two privates.  Of the convilts
fifty-four have perithed, including the exe-
cutions. Amidi{t the caufes of this morta-

lity, exceflive toil and a fearcity of food are

not to be numbered, as the reader will eafily
conceive, when informed, that they have
the fame allowance of provifions as every
officer and foldier in the garrifon; and are
indulged by being éxempted from labour
every Saturday afternoon and Sunday. On
the latter of thofe days they are expe@ed to
attend divine fervice, which is performed
either within one of the ftorehoufes, or under
a great tree in the open air, until a church
can be built, '

Amidft our public labours, that no forti-
fied polt, or place of fecurity, is yet begun,
may be a matter of furprife. Werean emer-
geney in the night to happen, it is not e'lfy
o fay what nnght not take place before

troops
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troops, fcattered about in an extenfive en-
campment, could be formed, {0 as to act.
An event that happened a few evenings fince
may, perhaps, be the means of forwarding
this neceffary work. In the dead of night
the centinels on the eaftern fide of the cove
were alarmed by the voices of the Indians,
- talking near their pofts. 'The foldiers on
this occafion afted with their ufual firmnefs,
and without creating a difturbance, ac-
quainted the officer of the guard with the
circumftance, who immediately took every
precaution to prevent an attack, and at the
fame time gave orders that no moleftation,
while they continued peaceable, thould be
offered them. From the darknefs of the
night, and the diftance they kept at, it was
not eafy to afcertain their number, but from
the found of the voices and other circum-
ftances, it was calculated at near thirty. To
their intentions in honouring us with this
vific (the only one we have had from them
in the laft five months) we are ftrangers,
though moft probably it was either with a
view to pilfer, or to afcertain in what fecu-
rity we flept, and the precautions we ufed

in
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in the night. When the bells of the fhips
in the harbour ftruck the hour of the night,
and the centinels called out on their pofts
<« All’'s well,” they obferved a dead filence,
and continued it for fome minutes, though
talking with the greateft earneftnefs and vo-
ciferation but the moment before, After
having remained a confiderable time they de-
parted withourt interchanging a fyllable with
our people.

£ b CHAP.
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CHOAT, R,

Sume Thoughts on the Advantages which may

arife to the Motber Country from forming
the Colomy,

THE author of thefe theets would fub-
jeé himfelf to thescharge of prefump-
tion, were he to aim at developing the in-
tentions of Government in forming this fet-
tlement. But without giving offence, or
incurring reproach, he hopes his opinion on
the probability of advantage to be drawn.
from hence by Great Britain, may be fairly
made known.
If only a receptacle for conviéts be in-
- tended, this place ftands unequalled from
the fituation, extent, and nature of the
country. When viewed in a commercial
light, I fear its infignificance will appear
very firiking. The New Zealand hemp,
of which fo many fanguine expeétations
were
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were formed, is not a native of the foil; and
Norfolk Ifland, where we made fure to find
this article, is alfo without it, So that the
fcheme of being able to affift the Eaft Indies
with naval ftores, in cafe of a war, muft
fall to the ground, both from this deficiency,
and the quality of the timber growing here.
Were it indeed poffible to tranfport that of
Norfolk Ifland, its value would be found
very great, but the difficulty, from the furf,
I am well informed, is {o infuperable as to
forbid the attempt. Lord Howe Ifland, dif~
covered by Lieut. Ball, though an ineftima-
ble acquifition to our colony, produces little
clfe than the mountain cabbage tree,

Should a fufficient military force be fent
out to thofe employed in cultivating the
ground, I fee no room to doubt, that in the
courfe of a few years, the country will be
able to yicld grain enough for the {upport of
its new pofleffors. But to effet this, our
prefent limits muft be greatly extended,
which will require detachments of troops
not to be fpared from the Prefcnt eftablith-
ment.  And admitting the pofition, the pa-

- T 2 rent
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rent country will ftill have to fupply wus for,
a-much longer time with every other necef-
fary of life. For after what we have feen, the
idea of being foon able to breed cattle fuffi-
cient for our confumption, muft appear chi-
merical and abfurd. From all which it is
evident, that fhould Great Britain neglect to

fend out regular fupplies, the moft fatal
confequences will enfue. :

Speculators who may feel inclined to
try their fortunes here, will do well to
weigh what I have fajd. 1f golden dreams
of commerce and wealth flatter their imagi-
nations, . difappointment will follow : the
remotenefs of fituation, produltions of the
country, and want of conpe&ion with other
parts of the world, juftify me in the affer-
tion. But to men of {mall property, unam-
bitious of trade, and wifthing for retirement,
1think the continent of New South Wales
not without inducements. One of this de-
fcription, with letters of recommendation,
and a fufficient capital (after having provided
for his paffage hither) to furnifh him with
an a_foft-lgémlt of tools for clearing land,

ag;;i-
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agricultural and domeftic purpofes 3 pof-
fefled alfo of a few houfhold utenfils, a
cow, a few fheep and breeding fows, would,
I am of opinion, with proper protetion
and encouragement, {ucceed in obtaining a
comfortable livelihood, were he well affu-
red before he quitted his native country,
that a provifion for him until he might be
fettled, fhould be fecured; and that a grant
of land on his arrival would be allotted
him,

That this adventurer, if of a perfevering
charafter and competent knowledge, might
in the courfe of ten years bring matters into
fuch a train as to render himfelf comfortable
and independent, I think highly probable,
'The fuperfluitics of his farm would enable
him to purchafe European commodities
from the mafters of thips, which will arrive
on Government account, fufficient to fupply
his wants, But beyond this he ought not
to reckon, for admitting that he might meet
with fuccefs in raifing tobacco, rice, indigo,
or vineyards (for which laft I think the {oil
and climate admirably adopted), the diftance

- - - of
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of 2 mart to vend them at, would make the
expence of tranfportation fo exceffive, as to
cut off all hopes of a reafonable profit; nor
can there be confumers enough here to take
them off his hands, for o great a length of
time to come, as I fhall not be at the trouble
of computing. '

Should then any one, induced by this ac-
count emigrate hither, let him, before he
quits England, provide all his wearing.apparel
for himfelf, family, and fervants ; his fur-
niture, tools of every kind, and implements
of hufbandry (among which a plough need
not be included, as we make ufe of the hoe)
for he will touch at no place where they can
be purchafed to advantage.  If his fheep and
hogs are Englith alfo, it will be better. For
wines, {pirits, tobacco, fugar, coffee, tea,
rice, poultry, and many other articles, he
may venture to rely on at ‘Teneriffe or Ma-
deira, the Brazils and Cape of Good Hope.
It will not be his intereft to draw bills on his
voyage out, as the exchange of money will
be found invariably again{t him, and a large
difcount alfo dedu&ed. Drafts on the place

' he
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he is to touch at, or cafh (dollars if poffible)
will beft anfwer his end.

T'o men of defperate fortune and the low-
eft clafles of the people, unlefs they can pro-
cure a paffage as indented fervants, fimilar to
the cuftom pra&tifed of emigrating to Ame-
rica, this part of the world offers no temp-
tation : for it can hardly be fuppofed, that
Government will be fond of maintaining
them here until they can be fettled, and
without {uch fupport they muft flarve.

Of the Governor’s inftructions and inten-
tions relative to the difpofal of the convidls,
when the term of their tranfportation fhall
~ be expired, I am ignorant. - They will then
be free men, and at liberty, I apprehend,
either to fettle in'the country, or to return
to Europe. ‘The former will be attended
with fome public expence ; and the latter,
except in particular cafes, will be difficult to
accomplith, from the numberlefs caufes
which prevent a frequent communication
between England and this continent,

A LIST
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A LIST of the Civil and Military Efablifh-
ments in NEw Sourn W ALEs.

Governor and Commander in Chief,
His Excellency ArTavk Puririe, Efq.

Lieutendnt Governory, Robert Rofs; Efq.
Fudge of the Admiraity Court, Robert Rofs,
- Efq.

Chaplain of the Settlement, the Rev. Richard
Johnfon.

Yudge Advocate of the Settlement, David Col-
lins, Efq. S

Secretary to the Governor, David Collins, Efg.

Surveyor General, Aunguftus Ale, Efq. '

Commiffary 'of Stores and Provifions, Andrew
Miller, E{g.

Affiftant Commiffary, Mr. Zechariah Clarke.

Provoft Martial, who aéls as Sheriff of Cum-
berland County, Mr. Henry Brewer.

Peare Qfficer, Mr. James Smith,
MiLi-
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MiviTARY ESTABLISHMENT,
His Majefly’s flip Sir.us, John Hunter, Efq.
Commander.
Licutenants, —+— Bradley, King, Maxwell.
His Majefly's armed Brig, Supply, Lieute-
nant Henry Lidgbird Ball, Commander.

Four Companies of Marines,

Major RoserT Rogs, Commandant.

Captains commanding Companies,

James Campbell, John Shea,
Captain Lieutenants, James Meredith,
Watkin Tench.

- Firft Lieutenants.

George Johnfon,  John Johnfon,
- John Crefwell, = James Maitland Shairp,
Robert Nellow, Thomas Davey, '

James Furzer, "Thomas Timins,
John Poulden, ;
“Second Lieutenants,

Ralph Clarke, John Long,
William Dawes,  William Feddy.
U Adiu-
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Adjutant, John Long.
RQuarter Mafler, James Furzer.
Aid de Camp to the Governor, George John«

{on.
Officer of Engineers and Artillery, William
Dawes. :

——

HospiTAL EsTABLISHMENT.

Surgeon General of the Settlement, John
White, Efq.

Firft Affyftant, Mr. Dennis Confiden,
Second Affiffant, Mr. Thomas Arndell,
Third Affiftant, Mr. William Balmain,
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NEW PUBLICATIONS Printed for J. DEBRETT,
Oppofite Burlington Honfe, Piccadilly.

HE PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER; or a Hiftory

of the Proceedings and Debates of the Lords and Corna
mons, during the prefent Sefion of Parliament; containing
an accurate Account of the moft interefting Speeches and
Motions—accurate Copies, of Refolutions, Bills, Protefts, Let-
ters, and Papers laid before Parliament,

The PARLTAMENTARY REGISTER : or, Faithful Hif-
tory of the Proceedings and Debates of both Houfes of Parlias
ment, from 178> to 1784, in 14 Volumes, price sl, gs. halfs
bound and lettered.

The PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER from the General
Election in 1784, to 1788, in Ten Volumes, price 4l. 155
half bound and lettered, or any feparate Seffion. -

The LIFE of FREDERICK II. late KING of PRUSSIA ;
to which are added, Obfervations, Authentic Documents, ami
a Variety of Aneccdptes, Letters, *&c. Tranflated from the
French, in alarge Volume 8vo. price 14s. in Boards.

The NEW FOUNDLING HOSPITAL for WIT ; being
a Collection of Fugitive Pieces in Profe and Verfe, not in any
other Collection ; a new Edition, confiderably improved and
enlarged ; in which are inferted feveral curious pieces by Lady
Craven, the Marquis of Carmarthen, the Earls of Carlifle,
Charlemont, Nugent, Buchan, Chefterfield, Chatham; Dela-
war ; the Lords Townfhend, Palmerftone, Mulgrave, Hol-
land, Littleton, Harvey; Right Hon, C. J. Fox, Right Hon.
R. Fitzpatrick, Right Hon. C. York; Countefs Temple ; Mrs.
Greville, Mifs Carter, Mrs. Lenox; the Hon. H. Walpole,
and T, Luttrell; Sir W. Draper, Sir J. Moore, Sir W. Jones,
Sir Charles Hanbury Williams ; J. Wilkes, D. Garrick, R. B.
Sheridan, R. Tickell, G. Ellis, J. Courtenay, J. S. Hally
Caleb Whitefoord, G. Coleman, R.Cumberland, C. Anfley,
W. Hayley, S. Jenyns, B. Thomnton, Efqrs. Dottors B.
Franklin, Armftrong, Beattie; Captain E. Thomfon, &c. &c.
Together with feveral Pieces, now firft printed from the Au-
thor’s manufcripts ; a new edition; the whole carefully re-
vifed, arranged, and corrected, in 6 vols. price 18s. fewed,

An ASYLUM for FUGITIVE PIECES, inProfe and Verfe,

“ mot in any other Collection; with feveral Pieces never before
publifhed ; including the Critiques on the Rolliad, revifed;
the Probationary Odes for the Laureatihip ; Lord G m’s
Diary; Lord M ¢ on Eloquence; a great variety of cu-
rious and entertaining Pieces, many of which are now firft
printed from Manufcripts of the feveral Authors, particularly
fome poems by the late Lord Holland, by the prefent Lord
Belgrave, Warren Haflings, Efg. Col. Erfkine, Doctor Coombe,

Meflis. Jerningham, Warton, &c. &c. &c. The Songs of
1 Captain
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NEW PUBLICATIONS printed for J. DEBRETT,

Captain Morris; Odes, &c. by Peter Pindar, &c¢. &c. &c. in
two vols. price 7s. 6d. {ewed.

© %% The above Eight Volumes being all printed in the
fame fize and manner, may be had ; price 1l. gs. 6d. fewed.
. &5 A Third Volume of the Afylum for Fugitive Pieces is
preparing for the Prefs. Itis requefted of thofe gentlemen
who have any communications to make, that they will be fo
obliging to fend them to the publifher as foon as pofible.

“ An ENQUIRY into the SITUATION of the Eaft India
Company, from Yapers laid before the Houfe of Commons
in the Years 1787 ‘and 1788, By GEORGE CRAUFURD,
Efg. price 35,

* An Explanation of the MISTAKEN PRINCIPLE on
which the COMMUTATION ACT was founded ; and the
Nature of the Mifchiefs that muft follow from a Perfeverance
in it, in a Second Addrefs to the Public, from “THOMAS
BATES ROUS, Efq. price 1s. 6d.

OBSERVATIONS wpon the LITURGY, with a Propofal
for its Reform upon the Principles of Chriftianity, as proteffed
and taught by the Church of England ; and an Attempt to re-
concile the Doétrines of the Angels Apoftafy and perpetuat
Punifbment, Man’s Fall and Redemption, and the Incarnation
of the Son of God, to our Conceptions of the Divine Nature
and Attributes. By a LAYMAN of the CHURCH of ENG-
LAND, late an Under Secretary of State. To which is added,
the Journals of the American Convention, appointed to frame
an Ecclefiaftical Conftitution, price 3s. in Boards.

The Amerijean Liturgy, price 4s. in Boards,

LETTERS written in Holland, in September and Oétober,
1787. By THOMAS BOWDLER, Efq. F.R,S. and S. A.
to which is added, a Colleétion of Letters and other interef-
ting Papers relative to the Journey of the Princefs of Orange in
June 1787, illuftrated with Maps of the Marches of the Pruffian
Army, and of the Country ncar Amfterdam. A New Edi-
tion. ‘To which is prefixed an Introduétion. Price gs. in
Boards.

An Hiftorical Relation of the Origin, Progrefs, and final
Diffolution of the Government of the ROHILLA AFGANS,
in the Northern Provinces of Hindoftan. Compiled from a
Perfian Manufeript and other original Papers. By CHARLES
HAMILTON, Efq. an Officer in the Service of the Honour-
. able Eaft-India Company on the Bengal Eftablithment. The
Second Edition, illuftrated with a Map of Hindoftan elegantly
engraved, price 6s. in Boards.

Confiderations on the WAR with the Turks. Tranflated
from the French of Monfieur de VOLNEY, price 25, 6d.

MARCELLUS and JULIA, a Dialogue ; price 15, 6dy
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